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THEME OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and theg
also which Pierccd him: and all kindreds of the Earth shall wail because
of him. [ ven so, Amen.”

Revelation 1 :7

1. "Behold, He Cometh..." By Danny Hahlbohm, A Masterwork — Used with Gracious Permission.
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FOREWORD

“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely | come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus”
(Revelation 22:20).

The material in this book was transcribed from a series of 64 half-hour radio messages. They are
both teaching and preaching, with a strong gospel emphasis. I make no apology for that. After all,
isn’t winning souls “job one” for the Christian?

The Book of Revelation was often preached on years ago in, almost, every fundamental, Bible-
believing church. It is seldom heard from the pulpits of today. Preachers excuse their lack of
attention to this wonderful book by saying, “It is too hard for the congregation to understand,” yet
it is God’s conclusion to the Bible, and His Final Word to mankind. And the curtain is about to go
up on this final, magnificent drama.

Satan hates the books of Genesis and Revelation. Genesis pronounces the curse on him and
Revelation carries it out. In Revelation 20:10, he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire. No, Satan
doesn’t want you to believe the Book of Revelation at all!

We go verse by verse, and it will be a blessing to you as we study this tremendous book, as it is
the consummation of everything. In fact, there are seven blessings listed for reading the Book of
Revelation.

We will be referring to the Book of Daniel, and other Old Testament prophets, and bringing in
many doctrinal issues, such as the difference between the Rapture and the Revelation of Christ.
We will be looking at the character and background of the Book. We will introduce you to all the
main participants in God’s final prophetic drama as it plays out on the stage of end-time Scripture.

Revelation outlines God’s program for Human History. What began ages ago in the First Creation
will, ultimately, be completed in the New Creation. This is the Book with a blessing as recorded
in Revelation 1:3.

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein: for the time is at hand” (Revelation 1:3).

The Book of Revelation shows us that History is “His story,”’and that human affairs are in the
hands of our Victorious Christ. As we study this book we ought to be encouraged, inspired to
serve Him, and enabled to live clean lives that we might not be ashamed when Christ returns.

You will be blessed for reading the Book of Revelation. Don’t ever let your church, your teacher,
or pastor tell you that you cannot understand the Book of Revelation. God says you’re blessed if
you read this book.

Let us read and claim our blessings,

Pastor Max D. Younce
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Do You KNOw IF YOU ARE GOING TO HEAVEN?

“Yes, I know I am going to Heaven!” Only those who believe that Jesus Christ has made the
payment for their sin on the Cross can say this with confidence.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Y OU KNOW there are no rituals, payments, or good works, that will earn you entrance to Heaven.
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

OU KNOW there is only one price that will give you the right to enter Heaven when you leave this
Earth. That is the price Our Precious Savior paid on Calvary for the sin of the world.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Y OU KNOW that, even though you may live a good life, you are not perfect.
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23)

Y OU KNOW that Heaven is a perfect place, and no sin can enter in.

“And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book
of life.” (Revelation 21:27)

OU KNOW that when you believe that Jesus died for you, He gives you the righteousness, or perfection,
you need to have everlasting life, right now!

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Y OU KNOW with absolute assurance you have eternal life. Why?...the Bible says so!

“These things have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God;
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of
the Son of God.” (1 John 5:13)

OU KNOW vyou “shall never perish,” or stand in danger of going to Hell. Our Lord holds us in the palm
of His Almighty Hand. We are not, by our own good works, struggling to hold on to one of His fingers.

And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand. (V.28) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. (John 10:28-29)

OU MAY KNOW the subject of Bible Prophecy backwards and forwards; but unless you know the
Savior that it reveals; it is all for nothing!

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,...(that is from Hell.)"
(Acts 16:31)

23



24



INTRODUCTION

The Background of the Book.

The Background of the Apostle John.

The Key Verse: Revelation 1:19

Character of the Book.

The Difference Between the Rapture and the Revelation
Chart Comparing the Rapture to the Revelation
The Interpretation of the Book of Revelation

The Seven Churches

The Seven Blessings

A Comparison Between Genesis and Revelation
Why the Devil Hates the Book of Revelation
Why The Devil Hates the Book of Genesis
Outline of the Book: Revelation 1:19

Brief Summary of Chapters Four to Twenty-Two

ZErASSEZOmMBOO® R

The Book of Revelation is God’s conclusion to the Bible and His Final Word to mankind. It is “ta Biblion,”"
meaning “the Book,” singular, or “one book” from Genesis to Revelation. The Bible is God’s Word to us, made
up of sixty-six books with forty different authors, most of whom did not know each other and lived at a different
time in History. There are sixty-six books with forty different authors, and not one contradiction!

Years ago, hearing messages preached from the Book of Revelation would not be unusual. You would hear
evangelists preach from it frequently. The pastors of almost every fundamental, Bible-believing church would
bring messages on the Book of Revelation from time to time. Yet, it is seldom heard from the pulpits of today.
Preachers excuse their lack of attention to this wonderful book by saying, “Oh, we can’t understand it.” Or, “It’s
too hard for the congregation to understand as there are so many symbols and signs.” For those reasons, it is
excused from being preached on.

In fact, I might throw this out to you, and it will be a shock. Go to your preacher and ask him if he believes
that Adam and Eve are real people, or does he believe they are symbolic of something? If your preacher tells you
they are symbolic of something, ask him, “Symbolic of what?”” Then, just plain tell him, “You don’t believe the
Bible, Sir. I’'m going to find another church.” You might be shocked at the response you get.

We hope your preacher believes the Bible. We hope that he believes in the literal creation as God gave it in
Genesis, and we hope he, also, believes in the Book of Revelation. Of all the sixty-six books in the Bible, the two
books Satan hates the most are Genesis and Revelation. Genesis pronounces the curse upon him in Genesis 3:15,
and Revelation 20:10 carries it out. Revelation 20:10 is when he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire. No, Satan
doesn’t want you to believe the Book of Revelation at all. That is why there have been so many attacks on the
prophetic Scriptures lately. In fact, it is a sign of the last times, as we are told in 2 Peter 3:3,4:

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, (3) And

saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation” (4).

We find out that the Apostle John, by inspiration of God, has written five books:
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2. Titus Flavius Domitianus

1. The Gospel of John is the Commencement. It deals
primarily with salvation, and emphasizes all the way through
the Gospel of John that salvation is by believing. The words
“believe” and “faith” are used over 100 times in the Gospel
of John.

2. The Apostle John was also the inspired writer of First,
Second and Third John. These are the Cultivation, and have
to do with “Getting the weeds out of the garden so the fruit
can grow.” Applying the principles found in these Epistles
gets the sin out of the Christian’s life, so he can be a fruitful
and productive Christian.

3. Then we come to the Book of Revelation, the fifth book
that John was used by the Holy Spirit to write. It is the
Consummation, the ending of it all, the final analysis and
judgment that God pours out upon this world.

To begin with, we’d like you to follow along, and if
you’d like to—take some notes. We want to examine, first of
all, the background of the Book.

A. THE BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK.

We find that the Apostle John took over the pastoral
work in Ephesus somewhere around 70 A.D. This also
included the churches in the surrounding area, the seven
churches of Asia Minor spoken of in Revelation, Chapters
Two and Three.

The Roman Emperor, Nero, persecuted Christians in Rome; but, as yet, the “fiery trial” that Peter spoke

about and had promised, had not yet begun. But when
Domitian" came into power and became the emperor in
81 to 96 A.D., the persecution was intensified. It was
horrible! Domitian was as cold-blooded a murderer as
you will ever meet in the pages of History. He promoted
emperor worship. He began his announcements with,
“Our Lord and God, Domitian, commands.” That’s what
he wanted to be called, “Our Lord and God, Domitian.”
So everyone who spoke to him had to address him as
“Lord and God.”

He was bitter in his treatment of both the Jews and
the Christians. It was at his order that John was exiled to
the Isle of Patmos, a rocky island ten miles long, and
about six miles wide, out in the Aegean Sea.

It would be good for you to look this up on a map to
familiarize yourself with it. When we get into Chapters
Two and Three on the Seven Churches, circle them on
your map. If you have a good Bible, it should have some
maps in the back and you can use them to locate these
seven churches, as well as the Isle of Patmos, where John
was exiled. Rome had a penal camp there. It was here in

this isolated spot, away from his beloved Christian friends, that John received the visions of the future that make

up the Book of Revelation.
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The Apostle John, as we have said, has written four other books: The Gospel of John, and First, Second, and

Third John. You find out Revelation 10:4 indicates that he was writing as a sermon was given, and we believe
that he was.

10.
11.
12.

“And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, | was about to write: and | heard a voice from
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.”
B. THE BACKGROUND OF THE APOSTLE JOHN.
We are just going to look at John’s background briefly to familiarize you with him.
He was the younger son of the two sons of Zebedee, a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee.
He lived in Beth-Saida, and his mother’s name was Salome. (Matthew 20:20-28).

His brother was James, according to Matthew 4:21. Christ “...surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons
of thunder:” in Mark 3:17.

He was chosen as one of the Twelve in Matthew 10:2.
He was the youngest of all the Apostles, and he outlived them all.

At the end of Domitian’s reign, from 81 to 96 A.D., he was banished to the Isle of Patmos according to
Revelation 1:9.

“l John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ.” (Revelation 1:9)

He belonged to the “inner circle,” along with Peter and James, according to Luke 9:28 and Matthew 17:1.

He resided at Ephesus, where he superintended the churches of that region, and made occasional visits to
other churches.

He is the inspired penman of the Gospel of John, and, in that Gospel, he never mentions his own name. The
John mentioned there is John the Baptist—all the way through.

He leaned on Jesus’ breast at the Last Supper.
He outran Peter to the Tomb of Christ.
He was with Christ at the Mount of Transfiguration. (Matthew 17:1,2)

C. THE KEY VERSE: REVELATION 1:19

“Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be
hereafter;” (Revelation 1:19).

The whole book is a commentary on Revelation 1:7, the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all
kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” (Revelation 1:7)

This occurs at the end of the Tribulation. This is not the Rapture, but His return at the end of the Tribulation
Period to judge the nations, and establish His Earthly Kingdom for a thousand years.
D. CHARACTER OF THE BOOK.
It Is a Book of Prophecy.

a. Revelation 1:3.

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this PROPHECY, and keep those things
which are written therein: for the time is at hand.”

b. Revelation 10:11.
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“And he said unto me, Thou must PROPHESY again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues,
and kings.”

c. Revelation 19:10.

“And | fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: | am thy fellow servant, and
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
PROPHECY.”

d. Revelation 22:7.

“Behold, | come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the PROPHECY of this book.”
e. Revelation 22:10.

“And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the PROPHECY of this book: for the time is at hand.”
f.  Revelation 22:18, 19.

“For | testify unto every man that heareth the words of the PROPHECY of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: (18) And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this PROPHECY, God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book” (19).

So we find out here that it is a book, prophetic, revealing the future in detail before it comes to pass. You
see, it is a revealing, and the veil is lifted. This is the prophecy of the end-times that God wants you and I to read.
The Book of Revelation is not a difficult book.

2. It Is Christ-Centered.

It is Christ-centered. It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, not simply of a prophetic program, although that is
included.

In Chapter One, He is the Risen Priest-King.
In Chapters Two and Three, He examines the world and returns to glory.
In Chapters Two and Three, we have Him “in the midst of” the Seven Churches.

o oop

In Chapters Twenty-One and Twenty-Two, He reigns in glory and in power.
3. 1ItIs Symbolical.

He “sent and signified,” suggests that the book uses signs and symbols to convey its message.

a. Some are explained, as in Chapters One, Four, Five, and Revelation 12:9.

b. Some are unexplained, as in Revelation 4:4, and Revelation 11:3.

c. Some are explained by referring to Old Testament parallels, such as in Revelation 2:7, 17, 27-28.

This spiritual symbolism would be clear to the Christians receiving the book at that time, but it would make
no sense to their Roman persecutors. Keep in mind that symbols speak of reality. The flag, for example, speaks
of the existence of a nation. The picture of Christ, in Revelation 1:12-16, is significant, and each symbol conveys
a spiritual truth.

4. It Is Based on the Old Testament.

It is impossible to study this tremendous book without referring constantly to the Old Testament Scriptures.
Out of the 404 verses in Revelation, some 278, approximately, contain references to the Old Testament. It is
calculated there are over 500 references, or allusions, to the Old Testament in Revelation with Psalms, Daniel,
Zechariah, Genesis, [saiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Joel being referred to the most often.

6. ItIs Numerical.

This is interesting! No book in the Bible contains so many symbolical numbers.

a. There is a steady series of Sevens in the Book. There are Seven Churches, Seven Seals, Seven
Trumpets, Seven Vials, and there are Seven Lampstands, etc.
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b. The numbers divisible by three-and-a-half show up repeatedly in Revelation 11:2, 3. They appear again
in Revelation 12:6.

c. In Revelation 13:5, we find the number “three-and-a-half” significant, again, as we are going to study
when we get into the book.

d. You will, also, find 144,000 sealed Israelites in Revelation 7:4.
e. You will find Twelve Stars in Revelation 12:1.

f.  Twelve Gates in Revelation 21:12.

g. Twelve Foundations in Revelation 21:14.

7. It Is Universal.

Revelation covers the world. John sees nations, peoples, and masses of humanity. This book outlines God’s
judgment upon the world, and His Creation of a New World for His people.

8. It Is Majestic In Style.
This is the “Book of the Throne,” for, from Chapter Four to the end, we read about the King and His Rule.

a. The word “throne” is used three times.
b. The word, “King,” is used four times. “Kingdom” is used five times, and “rule” is used three times.
c. € Wor ower” is use imes, and “reign” is used four times.
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Therefore, we see Christ, as the Sovereign of the Universe, ruling from His heavenly throne. Whether you
realize it, or not, everything going on in this world, now, is right on God’s timetable.

9. It Is Sympathetic.

Throughout the book we see the sufferings of God’s people and the sympathy of Heaven with the people of
God on Earth.

a. John is in exile according to Revelation 1:9.

Antipas is martyred, Revelation 2:13.

The Church of Smyrna will face imprisonment, Revelation 2:10.

Souls under the altar cry for God’s avenging judgment in Revelation 6:9.
And the hour of trial is coming in Revelation 3:10.

e a6 o

The “Great Harlot has drunk the blood of the saints.” That is your one-world religious system, as we
are going to see in Revelation 17:6. In Revelation 18:24 and 19:2, we will see the Antichrist’s
Commercial Babylonian Empire destroyed.

Yes, God will judge the world and save His people. What a glorious book this is, as we begin to study it here
and see the future unfold in detail!

10. It Is Climactic.

Revelation is the climax of the Bible, the plan and purpose of God for the Universe, and for you and I.

E. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE RAPTURE AND THE REVELATION

The Rapture of the Church is not found in the Gospels. It is a truth revealed at the proper time to the Apostle
Paul. The Rapture ends the Church Age, and the Tribulation Period begins immediately after the Rapture. The
Revelation, or the Second Coming of Christ at the end of the Tribulation Period, is the final event of the
Seventieth Week of Daniel, as spoken of in Daniel 9:24-27.

“Seventy weeks (of years) are determined upon thy people (Israel) and upon thy holy city (Jerusalem)...”
(Daniel 9:24).

The word “weeks” is translated from the Hebrew word, “shabfia’,” meaning “sevens.” In the Book of
Genesis, when Laban had tricked Jacob into marrying Leah first, after Jacob had served seven years to marry
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Rachel, Laban offers Jacob this solution in Genesis 29:27,

Fulfil her week [Hebrew, shaba’, or sevens], and we will give thee this also for the service which thou
shalt serve with me yet SEVEN OTHER YEARS.

Therefore, the “seventy weeks” are weeks of years. The calculation is “seventy sevens” (70 x 7) for a total
of 490 years. According to the prophecy in Daniel 9, it was 7 weeks of years (49 yrs.) from the Decree until
Jerusalem was rebuilt, and 62 weeks of years (434 yrs.) until “Messiah is cut off.” Add 49 years to 434 years,
and we now have 483 years completed out of the total 490 years, leaving approximately seven years for the
Tribulation Period. The persecution of the Jewish people by the Antichrist will be so intense that Savior promises
in Matthew 24:22,

“And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake
THOSE DAYS SHALL BE SHORTENED.”

After the 483 years and “Messiah be cut off,” our Savior has completed his mission to pay for the sin of the
world on Calvary, and is now offering salvation free to anyone who will accept it. While individual Jewish
people did accept Christ; unfortunately, the Nation of Israel, as a whole, did not accept their King. When Pilate
asked the Jewish mob, which had been incited to fury by the Chief Priests, “Shall I crucify your king?’ the Chief
Priests answered [for all of them], “We have no king but Caesar.” (John 19:15).

It was then that God punched the “stop watch,” and called “Time out, Israel.” The Church Age was ushered
in. The last seven years of the prophecy given in Daniel 9:24, known as the Tribulation Period, will resume
immediately after the Rapture. The Tribulation Period will end with the Second Coming of Christ at
Armageddon, followed by the thousand-year Millennial Reign of Christ on the Earth.

There is an error that has crept in from those who have decided not to take God at His Word. In Daniel 9:24-
27, He said “seventy sevens” in the original. He did NOT say “seventy weeks.” They insist that the English word
“weeks” should be taken literally, and not as the Hebrew gives it. If we adhere to this faulty reasoning, we will
come to the ridiculous conclusion that “Messiah” would have been “cut off” in approximately 9.28 years, OR
436 years before His birth!

Here is the calculation by which we arrive at this conclusion. 483, divided by 52 weeks per year, equals 9.28
years. The commandment to rebuild Jerusalem went forth in the year 445 B.C. Subtracting 9.28 years from 445
B.C. equals 435.72 years. Since all time is dated from the Birth of Christ, we subtracted 9.28 from 445 B.C., for
the result of 436 years before the Birth of Christ.

F. CHART COMPARING THE RAPTURE TO THE REVELATION

The Rapture The Revelation
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 Matthew 24:39-41; Matthew 25:31-34, 40,41
1. Christ does not come to Earth. 1. Christ does come to Earth.
2. Christ’s Coming ends the Church Age and starts |2. Christ’s Coming ends the Tribulation Period and
the Tribulation Period. starts the Kingdom.
3. Those taken are the saved. 3. Those taken are the lost.
4. Those taken go to Heaven. 4. Those taken are cast into Hell.
5. Those left are the lost. 5. Those left are the saved that go into the Kingdom
6. The unsaved are left alive to enter the Tribulation |6. The unsaved are not left alive, but judged and cast
Period. into the everlasting fire.
7. Christ does not come to set up the Kingdom. 7. Christ does come to establish His Kingdom on
Earth.
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For purposes of this discussion, we have compared 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, speaking of the Rapture which
ENDS THE CHURCH AGE, to Matthew 24:39-41 and Matthew 25:31-34, 40,41, which are speaking about the
Second Coming of Christ at the END OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD. These are two major differences, and
great confusion is caused by failing to differentiate between these two events.

I have covered this, as these two events are pictured in the Book of Revelation. In Chapters Two and Three,
we have the “...things which are...,” or the Church Age. In Chapter Four, John is invited to “Come up hither,”
picturing the Rapture. The Church is never mentioned in the Book of Revelation, again, until we see “the bride,
the Lamb’s wife,” Revelation 21:9 and 22:17, in the New Jerusalem.

G. THE INTERPRETATION OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION
We find out there are many interpretations projected by men.

1. First, we have the PRETERISTS. That’s from the Latin word “preter” meaning “past.” This approach
states that everything in the book took place in the First Century. John deals, they say, with the war between the
Church and Rome. He wrote the saints to comfort and encourage them in their time of persecution, says this
group of people, the Preterists. Certainly, the book had a special value to those enduring Roman persecution, but
its value did not cease with the close of the Apostolic Age. We also find that John states seven times that he is
writing PROPHECY, so this view cannot be true.

2. HISTORICAL. Interpreters of this camp claim to see the fulfillment of Church History in the symbols
of the Book of Revelation. They believe that the book outlines the course of History from Apostolic times to the
end of the age. They search the history books to find events that parallel those in Revelation, and sometimes the
results are disastrous! One interpreter sees Luther and the Reformation in a symbol that, to another student,
pictures the invention of the printing press, or various different things. Of what value would the Book of
Revelation be to the believers of John’s day, if all it did was prewrite world history? What value would it be to
us today? No! It is prophecy. So, the Historical View is not true.

3. SPIRITUAL. These students abandon the idea of prophecy completely, and use the Book of Revelation
as a symbolic presentation of the conflict between Christ and Satan, and between Good and Evil. They reject the
idea that it is about actual events. They claim that John is dealing only with basic spiritual principles. But John
tells us that he is writing a prophecy. While we recognize that the Book of Revelation does contain many basic
spiritual principles in symbolic form, we must, also, realize that the book deals with the real events that will one
day take place in the world. So, holding to the strict line of view that the book of Revelation is only spiritual
cannot be true.

4. Then we come to the FUTURIST. This school emphasizes that the Book of Revelation is prophecy, and
that from Chapter Four on we have a prophecy of events that will transpire on Earth, and in Heaven, after the
Church is raptured. We, also, believe that in Chapters Two and Three, we have a prophetic history of the Church.
While we gladly recognize the spiritual lessons of the book we, also, recognize it deals with actual events in
prophetic history.

If Revelation is not to be interpreted as prophecy, then God has not given us a book in the New Testament to
explain the future of the world, the course of History, the victory of the Church, the judgment of sin, and the
fulfillment of the prophecies and the promises found in the Old Testament. That would be unthinkable! No! The
Book of Revelation is that book. The student, who approaches this book as a prophecy of events that will
transpire after the Church is caught away, will be rewarded for their labor.

Yes, we are of that group, the Futurists. We will see that none of those events, from Chapter Four to Chapter
Twenty-two in the Book of Revelation, have taken place on the face of the Earth, as of yet.

H. THE SEVEN CHURCHES

Then, we are going to study the Seven Churches in Chapters Two and Three. They represent all churches,
and are used to represent several other things:
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1.

We are going to see that these were seven literal churches existing at the time of the book’s writing. There
was the church of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. They are all
named by Christ, Himself, in Revelation 1:11.

They represent seven periods of time in Church History.

Seven types of Christians can be seen in these seven churches.

Through the study of these seven churches we, also, see seven types of local churches that will be existing
before the Rapture.

I. THE SEVEN BLESSINGS
The reading of this book is a blessing to the believer, and a curse to the unbeliever. The Book of Revelation

is for your understanding. It is a blessing! Here are the seven blessings:

1.

Those who teach, and those who read the book, are blessed in Revelation 1:3.

“BLESSED is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein: for the time is at hand.”

Dying grace is, also, a blessing that God gives in Revelation 14:13.

“And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, BLESSED are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
them.”

It gives an alert to the Second Advent of Christ in Revelation 16:15.

“Behold, | come as a thief. BLESSED is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked,
and they see his shame.”

Blessed are those at the Wedding Supper of the Lamb in Revelation 19:9.

“‘And he saith unto me, Write, BLESSED are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb. And he saith unto me, these are the true sayings of God.

Blessed are those who have part in the First Resurrection in Revelation 20:6.

“BLESSED and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

Blessed are those that observe and keep the contents of this book in Revelation 20:7.
“Behold, | come quickly: BLESSED is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.”
Blessed are those that keep His commandments in Revelation 22:14.

“BLESSED are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city.”

So, there are seven blessings there. You are blessed for reading the Book of Revelation. Don’t ever let your

church, your teacher, or pastor tell you that you can’t understand the Book of Revelation. He will put the curse
on you! He’s cursed himself! God says you’re BLESSED if you read this book.

J. COMPARISON BETWEEN GENESIS AND REVELATION
The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth. (Genesis 1:2).
The Creation of the New Heavens and Earth. (Revelation 21, 22).

The First Adam reigning on the Earth. (Genesis 1:26).
The Last Adam reigns in glory, and that is Christ (Revelation 21).

We have the Night and Seas created in Genesis 1:5, 10.
We have no more night and no more seas in Revelation 21.
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4.  We have a bride brought to Adam. Of course, that was Eve (Genesis 2).
A Bride is prepared for Christ, which is His Church (Revelation 19).
5. We have a Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9; 3:22).
We have a Tree of Life in the New Creation (Revelation 22:2).
6. Sin brings death, and a curse (Genesis 3:14, 17, 19).
We find in the Book of Revelation, the consummation of all, that there will be no more curse, no more
death, and no more tears (Revelation 21:4).
7.  We have in Genesis 3:15 the conflict between Christ and Satan.
We find in Revelation 21:10, Satan’s final doom. When he is cast into the Lake of Fire, there will be no
more conflict.
8. Then, we find in Genesis 3 and 4; man is driven from God’s face in sin.
We find in Revelation 22:4, men see Christ’s face in glory.

9. Genesis says believers, like Abraham, are looking for a city of faith (Hebrews 11:9, 10).
We find the Holy City presented in glory, in Revelation 21:10. That is the Second Jerusalem.

10. We find Genesis 22:7 asks, “Where is the lamb?”

We find Revelation 22:3 answers, “The Lamb reigns, that is where he is!”” He is going to reign forever.
First, on this Earth for a thousand years; then, in the New Heavens and the New Earth.

11. In Genesis 3:1, Satan utters the first lie.
In Revelation 21:27, nothing that makes a lie enters into that city, the New Jerusalem.

K. WHY THE DEVIL HATES THE BOOK OF REVELATION

We find that the Devil hates the book of Revelation because it gives his execution. In Matthew 25:41 and
Revelation 20:10, the Word of God lets us know that Hell was created for the Devil and his angels.

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels:” (Matthew 25:41).

“And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever” (Revelation 20:10).

Also thrown into the Lake of Fire will be his sons, or his children, those who have rejected Jesus Christ. I
know this is pretty strong, but if you are not saved, you are a child of Satan. You see there are only two options:
You are either a child of God by faith in Jesus Christ, or a child of Satan by rejecting Christ. John 1:12 tells us,

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name:”

John 8:44 describes Satan’s children,

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”

If you are not saved, you are a child of Satan, and you will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire with your
father. That happens at the Judgment of the Nations when Christ says,

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels:” (Matthew 25:41)

If Satan can get you to believe you can’t understand the Book of Revelation, then, you will not believe that
the Beast, and the False Prophet, and Satan will be cast into the Lake of Fire.
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“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone” (Revelation 19:20).

L. WHY THE DEVIL HATES THE BOOK OF GENESIS

Satan hates the Book of Genesis, because that is where he first appeared in the Garden in Eden, and
deceived our first parents. That sin has been passed on, and is inherited at birth by everyone.

“For (we) all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23)

The old Devil tries to discredit Genesis, even though the Bible says: “In the beginning God created the
Heaven(s) and the Earth” (Genesis 1:1). The Bible, also, says that God made man “male and female,” and He
created them in His own image. (Genesis 1:27). Satan always wants to discredit the Word of God, so that we will
not believe what it says about mankind being a direct creation of God. This is what he would like us to believe.

“Once I was a tadpole when I began to begin. Then I became a frog with my tail tucked in.

Then, I was a monkey on a coconut tree, and, believe it, or not! Now, I am a professor with a Ph.D.”

That is a joke. Nevertheless, Satan would like for you to believe in evolution, wouldn’t he? However, God
says you are a direct act of creation. If Satan can get you to discredit Genesis, and say that it is not true, then you
will do the same with the Book of Revelation. You have no reason to believe anything, other than it’s a good
book of poetry! You will die and split Hell wide open with that kind of humanistic philosophy!

Believe it or not, some time back a man came to me and said, “I talked to a pastor of one of the large
denominations, and asked him if he believed that God created male and female in his own image. I found out that
he does not believe that Adam and Eve were real people, or that God remodeled this Earth in six days for
mankind. He does not believe that.” Well, here you have one of your modernistic preachers who is actually a
child of Satan. He does not believe in Creation, and he will propagate that to his congregation. Not at first, but he
will eventually, because that is his belief. This man is lost, yet he’s a preacher that stands up before a large crowd
every Sunday morning, and doesn’t even believe the Bible. He will preach other parts of the Bible, and mislead
you about the Book of Revelation.

In reality, the Book of Revelation outlines God’s program for the History of Humanity, and what began ages
ago in the First Creation will, ultimately, be completed in the New Creation. This is the Book with a blessing, as
recorded in Revelation 1:3, and the other six places we have listed as blessings. It shows us that History is “His
Story,” and that human affairs are in the hands of our Victorious Christ.

As we study this book we ought to be encouraged, inspired to serve Him, and not be found conforming to
this world when He returns.

M. OUTLINE OF THE BOOK: REVELATION 1:19
1. First Division: Chapter One.
“Write the things which thou hast seen,...”

The Past. John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the
Founder of the Church. It is not anyone else. It is none of the Apostles. It’s not Peter, it’s not the Baptists,
it’s not the Lutherans, nor the Catholic organization. It is no one but Jesus Christ, who is the Chief
Cornerstone. He is the Founder of His Church.

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three.
“...and the things which are,...”

The Present. The “things which are” are covered by Chapters Two and Three. Those are the Letters to the
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Book’s writing.

3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two.
"...and the things which shall be hereafter;”
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The Future. The “things which shall be hereafter,” are covered by Chapter Four to Chapter Twenty-Two. In
“...the things which shall be hereafter,” you’ll never find a mention of the Church from Chapter Four on. It is
raptured before the Seven-year Tribulation takes place.

N. BRIEF SUMMARY OF CHAPTERS FOUR TO TWENTY-TWO

1. In Chapters Four and Five, we have Heaven openly pictured. The scene is in Heaven, as the seven-year
Tribulation Period begins.

2. In Chapter Six, we have the Seven Seals. The judgment, or wrath of God, begins as the Seal Judgments are
released upon those left upon the Earth after the Rapture.

3. In Chapter Seven, we have the saved. It is a parenthetical chapter, showing that the Jews, and members of
every nation and tribe, can be saved during the Tribulation Period.

4. In Chapters Eight and Nine, the Trumpet Judgments fall upon the Earth.
In Chapter Ten, the Angel gives John a book. The Seven Thunders do not reveal their message.

6. In Chapter Eleven, we have the Two Witnesses. The Two Witnesses will speak for God on the Earth. The
Seventh Trumpet Judgment falls upon the Earth.

7. And then, in Chapter Twelve, we have Israel pictured. The Antichrist persecutes Israel, and all who believe
in Christ.

8. In Chapter Thirteen, we have the Antichrist revealed. Here, the Antichrist rises to world power and wants to
be worshiped. We’re going to see where he will have you, and all religious people that have rejected Christ,
accept the Mark of the Beast, the Number 666.

9. In Chapter Fourteen, the 144,000 of Chapter Seven, are seen safe with Christ. The Antichrist’s armies,
marching toward Armageddon, appear as grapes ripe for the crushing. It is God’s judgment upon them.

10. Then we have the Bowls pictured in Chapters Fifteen and Sixteen. The Bowls of Wrath. These judgments are
poured out upon the Earth following the Antichrist’s declaration that he is God. We have these as “vials” in
the King James Translation. Literally, in the Greek, they are “bowls.” We find out, here, that God’s judgment
and wrath are going to continue.

I believe that God is just about fed up with the abortion, the anti-god attitude, and the “no Bible in schools
verdicts.” Judgment is close to coming here upon the Earth. We’re moving toward it with a momentum that is
unbelievable. When you compare the condition of our modern-day country, the United States of America, and
the deterioration since this nation was founded, you would not know it was the same country. God is going to
pour out these bowl judgments upon all those nations that have turned their back upon Him, including the United
States of America. It is hard to believe it is the same country.

Thank God you’re a Christian, and when the Rapture comes, and the Lord descends from Heaven with a
shout, you’ll be taken up and out of this time! You won’t experience the events spoken of in the Book of
Revelation from Chapter Four on. You’ll not be here. You’ll look at all these judgments from Heaven.

11. Then we come to Babylon. In Chapter Seventeen. “Mystery, Babylon the Great,” the apostate One-World
Religious System of the first three-and-a-half years of the Tribulation Period, is destroyed. And then, in Chapter
Eighteen, the Babylon Commercial World Empire of the Antichrist goes up in flames.

Today’s Ecumenical Movement is the forerunner of this apostate system, and you see it everywhere. People
hate it when we say this, because they’re involved in it. They have been sucked into it, and have had their minds
brainwashed into this humanistic thinking that this is the right thing to do. Let’s have all churches get together.
That is never God’s plan, unless those churches teach the Bible. That has never been God’s plan since Nimrod,
and the Tower of Babel (Gen. 10:10; 11:1-9).You’re having churches get together that do not even believe the
same thing. This is hypocrisy and God denounces that, but that does not stop them!

Maybe you belong to one of these ecumenical churches. You ought to stop, and realize where you are
headed. Read the Book of Revelation. You are being brainwashed into accepting the Antichrist. Most of these
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churches do not have a salvation that is provided by Jesus
Christ. Oh, yes, they’ll talk about Christ, but they don’t have a
salvation BY Christ! They have it by water baptism, or by their
church ordinances. They have it by good works, but not by faith
in Christ, alone. People are being programmed today, through
the Ecumenical Movement, for the One-World Religious
System of the Antichrist.

Now, don’t get mad at me for saying it! We just teach the
Bible. You ought to be the one who gets mad, because you have
been lied to. You have been siphoned into this, and you’d better
get your eyes open! If you read the Book of Revelation, this will
be revealed to you, and you will have a decision to make. You
will find this in Revelation 18:4:

“And | heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of

her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that

ye receive not of her plagues.”
12. In Chapter Nineteen, we have Armageddon. This is the
time for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, to the
Bride that is the True Church. It is the Body of Christ made up
of every born-again believer. You don’t even have to be a
member of a local church to be a member of the Body of Christ.
The minute you believe, you become a member of the Body of
Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12:13 we are told,

“FOR BY ONE SPIRIT are we all baptized into one body,

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”

This is the baptism of the Holy Spirit, not of the preacher
or the water. “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body...,” is referring to the Body of Christ. That is the Spiritual
Body of Christ, with Christ being the Head.

13. Then, in Revelation 19, Christ comes to the Earth with His
armies, and destroys the forces of the Antichrist, now gathered
in Israel at Armageddon, in the Valley of Megiddo. The seven
years are now over. This takes place at the end of the seven-year
Tribulation Period.

14. In Chapter Twenty, we have the Kingdom pictured. Christ
establishes the 1,000-year Kingdom of Peace, prophesied in
Isaiah 11, and in many other prophecies in the Book of Isaiah.

15. The unsaved dead of all the ages are judged at the Great
White Throne Judgment, and those not found written in the
Book of Life are cast into the Lake of Fire. They’ve been in
Hell (English language), or Hades (in the Greek), in the center
of the Earth in a place of Torment. They will be brought up, at
the end of the Kingdom, to stand before the Great White Throne
Judgment and receive their degrees of punishment. They will

Food for Thought:

You’ve had relatives that have been
caught up into a cult religion. I was
talking to a man just the other day and I
said to him, “I’d like to come down and
talk to you.”

He said, “What about?”

I said, “I’d like to talk to you about
the New World Translation (the
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Bible), the most
perverted thing there is.” He is a
Jehovah’s Witness. I said, “I’d like to talk
to you about the Hell that you denounce
and don’t believe in, and about a Heaven
that you don’t believe in, only for the
144,000.” T asked him, “Have you ever
studied Greek?”

“No, I haven’t.

I said, “The New World Translation
is the most perverted translation I have
ever seen in my life. I've written those
folks from the Jehovah’s Witnesses three
times to tell me who these so-called
scholars are who made this perversion.”

He said, “Oh, you’ll never get their
names.”

I told him, “Why would you not?
That shows they are counterfeit right off
of the bat! If they did something, they
ought to be able to stand up and say, ‘I
did this,” if they are proud of what they
have done and have done it correctly.”

They know that if anyone knows
anything about the Greek language, and
deciphers the perversion of what these
people have done to brainwash the people
that are in the Jehovah’s Witnesses, their
lies will be revealed. That’s the reason
you are deceived. You do not know
anything about the Greek. You are the
people that they are after!”

then be cast into the Lake of Fire, before the New Heavens and the New Earth are created.

16. In Chapters Twenty-One, and Twenty-Two, the New Heavens and Earth are formed. The New Jerusalem
descends to the Earth. The Redeemed are with Christ in joy for all remaining Eternity.

What a glorious, Blessed Hope we have in the Lord Jesus Christ!
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O. DEFINITION OF TERMS

1. Proper Title of the Book.

First of all, when you see “The Revelation of Saint John, the Divine” at the head of Chapter One, which is

the title given to the Book by the translators of the King James Translation. You are not a “saint” because a

certain church canonizes you after death, and places your statue in their churches. All believers are called

“saints.” John was a believer, and, as such, a “saint.” He had been “set apart” by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit

the moment he believed. We must be “in Christ Jesus” to be a “saint.” This is made very clear by 1 Corinthians 1:2,
“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified [hagiazs: Gr. ‘made holy’] in

Christ Jesus, called to be saints [hagios: Gr. ‘holy’], with all that in every place call upon the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:”

Here is the literal reading from the Greek:

“To the assembly of God which is in Corinth, having been sanctified [hagiazo: Gr. ‘made holy’] in
Christ Jesus, called saints [hagios: Gr. ‘holy’], with all those calling on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ in every place, both theirs and ours:” (1 Corinthians 1:2, The Interlinear Greek-English New
Testament: Zondervan).

We find that Hebrews 10:10 establishes the only way a person can be sanctified, or made holy.
“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for-all.

John was a “saint” because he believed that Jesus Christ died on the Cross to pay for his sin—after all, he
was present at the Crucifixion! He was ALSO a theologian, and the Old English label for such a one, was
“Divine.” The King James translators never thought that John was, in any sense, divine, or part of Deity.
“Divine” was simply the title given to a theologian. “The Revelation of Saint John, the Divine” does not appear
in the Original. You’re going to find out the proper title of the Book of Revelation should be as Chapter One
gives it in the First Verse,

“THE REVELATION [Gr. ‘apokalypsis’] OF JESUS CHRIST, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his

servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his
servant John:” (Revelation 1:1).

The Greek word, ‘“apokalypsis,” means “appearing, coming, lighten, manifestation, be revealed, a
revelation.” “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” is the title of the Book of Revelation.

We believe that the best, and proper title, for this wonderful book is its biblical one, “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ.” In the Greek, the initial word “the” does not occur, therefore the exact title would be, “A
Revelation of Jesus Christ,” and this is precisely what this book is. It is a showing forth of Jesus Christ as Lord
of Lords, and King of Kings, who returns at the end of the Tribulation Period to rescue His people, Israel, and all
Christians who have not taken the Mark of the Beast.

Another title for this book is “the Apocalypse.” This is the Anglicized spelling of the first word of this book,
as it’s found in the original Greek. This word means “a revelation.” The word “apocalypse” is actually a
transliteration of the Greek word, “apokalypsis,” and it comes from “apo” meaning “from,” and “lupto” meaning
“to conceal.” Therefore, “The Apocalypse” signifies “the removing of the veil from that which was previously
concealed.” It is a revelation of things previously hidden. Many of the visions are identical to those we find in
Daniel, Isaiah, Joel, and the other prophets; only, now, we have additional details. The Old Testament, in many
cases, is truly the dictionary and the commentary which explains the Apocalypse.

We will also refer, from time to time, back to the Book of Daniel, because these two books are companion
books. Daniel speaks a lot about the world governments, and the Fourth Beast, an extension down through to the
Tribulation Period showing a matching identification of the Antichrist. So, we will be going back and forth
between the Book of Revelation, and the Book of Daniel, on some of these key verses to help explain that.

2. “The Abomination of Desolation.”

What Is the “Abomination of Desolation?”” What does that mean? That is the desecration of the Temple by
the Antichrist in the middle of the Tribulation Period. It is his final attempt to force the Jews to worship him,
according to Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4-12.
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3. Who Is the Antichrist?

What do you mean by the Antichrist? It is a name taken from 1% and 2" John. In Daniel, he is referred to as
“the Little Horn” (Daniel 8:9-11), and “the vile person” (Daniel 11:21-44). In 2 Thessalonians, he is referred to
as “the Son of Perdition.” In the Book of Revelation he is referred to as “the beast...out of the sea” (13:1), or “the
sea of people.”

Satan so completely possesses this man, as to amount to an incarnation. That is why he, as the second
person of the Unholy Trinity, is a counterfeit Christ. He is a counterfeit “Emmanuel,” meaning “God with us.”
That is why there are three personages in the Unholy Trinity. Satan is the Anti-god, who indwells the Antichrist.
The False Prophet is the counterfeit Holy Spirit, because he does not promote himself. He only desires for the
world to worship “the Beast,” as the Antichrist is known in the Book of Revelation. Scriptures show that he, as
Judas Iscariot, will become indwelt by Satan. These are the only two individuals that we find in Scripture who
were ever, personally, indwelt by Satan, himself.

We have demon possession today. When you study your Bible on demon-ism, and realize the similarity to
what we have today, it will absolutely shock you. The crime rate and the actions of some people today, parallel
what Scripture says we will see at the end of the Tribulation Period. Remember—the end of the Tribulation
Period occurs seven years AFTER the Rapture, yet we see these things happening today!

We have seen Satan worship, with Anton Levay, the founder of the Satanic Church in California. Mr. Levay
died October 29, 1997, and was cremated. A down-payment on what he is now suffering for all eternity. If he
believed what he said, he is in Hell today. For a short time, the Satanic Church was led by Levay’s son, but it has
since passed into other hands. These men were demon possessed!

Satan, personally, possessed only two people, but he has many fallen angels that are demons today. They,
also, can possess people. They did so at the time of Christ, raising havoc, and can do so today. They are strong,
and they can affect you physically, but they can never indwell a believer (1 John 4:4).

The Antichrist will oppose Christ and His children, His saints (the believers), and the Jews. He will be first
hailed as “the Man of Peace” (Dan. 11:21), and given unlimited power by the European countries. Even the
United States and Israel will be part of this. At his rise, the Antichrist will be only a man, but with great satanic
power. Remember, Satan, is so powerful that even...

“Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not
bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee” (Jude 1:9).

His sudden, sensational, rise as the “counterfeit savior” of a world threatened by destruction, will mark the
beginning of the “the end.” (Matthew 24:14). His later attempt to annihilate the Jews will bring about his defeat
at Jerusalem by the Return of Christ. He will rise to power in the first three-and-a-half years, and then he will
declare himself to be God, sitting in the rebuilt Temple at Jerusalem. During the last three-and-a-half years, he
will require you to take the “Mark of the Beast.”

4. Eschatology.

What do we mean when we refer to Eschatology? Eschatology is from two Greek words, “eschatos,”
meaning “last,” and “/ogos,” meaning “word.” It is the study of God’s “last words” to us about the future, or the
study of the Doctrine of the Last Things, or the Last Days.” Eschatology can also be called “the study of the
Prophetic Scripture.

5. The False Prophet.

What do you mean by the “False Prophet?” There will be many false prophets, according to 1 John 4:1,
“Beloved, believe not every spirit [Gr. pneuma], but try the spirits [pneuma] whether they are of God:
because many false prophets [pseudoprophétés]are gone out into the world”

The term “false prophet” is translated from two Greek words: “pseudos” and “prophetes,” meaning a
“spurious prophet, i.e. pretended fore teller or religious impostor.” Therefore, those false prophets would be men,
or women, indwelt by demons, who present themselves as giving out God’s Word, but are actually giving out a
false, demonic message.
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During the Tribulation Period, the Antichrist will be the political ruler who will “work the works of Satan.”
(1 John 3:8). The False Prophet is not just anyone. He will be the religious ruler who will under-gird the work of
the Antichrist. While the Antichrist is personally indwelt by Satan, himself; the False Prophet is indwelt by one
of Satan’s very strong demons. The False Prophet never will attempt to promote himself. He will never become
an object of worship. He will do the work of the prophet, in that he directs attention away from himself to the
Antichrist, as the only one, he says, who has the right to be worshiped. He throws all of his power into this.

The False Prophet will imitate many miracles of God. He will cause fire to come down from Heaven in
imitation of the miracles of Elijah, in order to convince the Nation of Israel that he, the False Prophet, is Elijah.
He is going to try to persuade them that he is the Elijah, whom Malachi had promised to come. (Mal. 3:1)
Having achieved this deception, the False Prophet will declare that, since this miracle of bringing fire down from
Heaven shows that he is Elijah, therefore the Antichrist is truly Christ and should be worshiped.

He will motivate the unbelievers to build an image of the Beast:
”..saying to them that dwell on the Earth, that they should make an image to the beast (Antichrist)”
(Revelation 13:14b).

Through some satanic miracle, or technological marvel, He will cause this image to talk and somehow come
to life.

“This false prophet is a worker of signs and miracles (See Matthew 24:24).

‘For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and SHALL SHEW GREAT SIGNS AND
WONDERS; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect (Israel).’

Our Lord warned against this false prophet. His deception is that he imitates Elijah in bringing down
fire from heaven. He is a combination of Jannes and Jambres. See Exodus 7:11,12:

‘Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, THEY
ALSO DID IN LIKE MANNER WITH THEIR ENCHANTMENTS (11). For they cast down every
man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods’ (12).

In other words, they were clever magicians, and I believe they had satanic power. This Beast in the
end time will also have satanic power.”(Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee)

When the people see this miracle, they’ll fall down and worship the Antichrist, believing him to be the true
Christ. You have the same thing today. Everyone today wants to see some miracle or mirage. You often hear of
some dead person appearing here, or there. Or, there has been miraculous appearance of someone from the
Catholic pantheon of idols. This is all satanic, Folks! We just have gullible people that want something to
believe, religiously, to justify that the religion that they belong to is correct. How foolish can you be?

The Word of God is the Guideline, and the Foundation, of all of that is true or false. When you take away
the Bible as your measure for judging what is right or wrong, and what is true or false, then you’re in deep
trouble, because Satan will deceive you. The only way you can ever find out the truth is to read the Bible to see
if what you are being told corresponds with the Word of God. If it doesn’t, then you’re being deceived, and there
are no “if, ands, or buts about it!”

6. What Do You Mean By Heaven?

The Heaven (s) referred to in the Scriptures, are:
a. First of all, the starry heavens, spoken of in Genesis, Chapter One.
b. Second, the atmospheric heavens in which the birds fly, as in Jeremiah 4:25.

c. Third, the place where God manifests His Presence is called “the Third Heaven.” That’s where the
Redeemed have an eternal home prepared for them, as 2 Corinthians 5:1 states.

“For we know that if our Earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
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The New Testament emphasizes the fact that, when believers leave this life for Heaven they are alive and
“present with the Lord,” as we are told in 2 Corinthians 5:8,

“We are confident, / say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”

After the Millennium, God will make a New Heavens and New Earth where sin will forever be done away
with. (Rev. 21:1). Upon this New Earth, the Heavenly New Jerusalem will descend, and on this New Earth and
in this new city, the redeemed will dwell throughout all Eternity with Christ. Therefore, when we talk about
Heaven, you will know there are three heavens, and the third one is where our eternal home is located.

7. What Do We Mean By the “Last Days?”

What are we saying when we refer to the “Last Days?” The “Last Days” are the days immediately prior to
the Rapture of the saints, and the ushering in of the Tribulation Period of seven years. The Apostle Paul
considered the Rapture might happen at any moment, in his time, and expressed this in Hebrews 1:2,

“Hath in these LAST DAYS spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds;”

8. What Do We Mean By “Millennium?”

From Revelation 20:1-3, we find the Millennium is the thousand-year reign of Christ, immediately
following the Great Tribulation. “Millennium” is from the Latin word “mille” which means “thousand,” and
“annum” which means “year.” It is so translated in the Latin Vulgate. In Greek, it is translated from “chilioi”
meaning “thousand,” and “etos” meaning “year.” This is where the word “chiliasm” comes from.

Let us pause to learn about the rejection of “chiliasm,” as set forth in Martin Luther’s false doctrine of
Eschatology.

In their booklet entitled “THE DOCTRINAL POSITION of the MISSOURI SYNOD,” they state precisely
what they reject concerning the Millennium, or the 1,000-Year Kingdom Reign of Christ on Earth as King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords.

42. “With the Augsburg Confession (Art. XVII). We reject every type of Millennialism, or
Chiliasm, the opinions that Christ will return visibly to this Earth a thousand years before the end of
the world...” (P.19, Par. 42).”

The above is not just the OPINION of the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church, about what Martin
Luther believed, as is often claimed. This is what Luther, personally, believed and taught. Martin Luther’s
“Eschatology” consisted of life, death, sleep in the grave for an undetermined length of time, and a general
resurrection of one last day. Here are the words of the man, himself.

“We must consider the coffin as nothing more than the bosom of our Lord, or paradise, the grave as
nothing more than a downy bed on which to lay ourselves. . . . Death and grave mean nothing more
than that God neatly lays you as a child in his cradle, or soft little bed where you sweetly sleep until
the Day of Judgment. ...Luther prayed, "Help us not to fear but to desire death." He confessed, "We
should be happy to be dead and desire to die." (The Theology of Martin Luther, by Paul Althaus).

“Even so likewise God will deal at the DAY OF JUDGMENT [emphasis mine] therewith he will
separate all things through fire...will separate the righteous from the ungodly...the righteous shall
ascend upwards into heaven and therein shall live everlastingly but the wicked as the dross and filth

shall remain in hell and therein be damned... (p. 408, The Familiar Discourses of Dr. Martin Luther,
tr. by H. Bell)

The Millennium is the prophesied, thousand-year period of time when Christ shall reign upon the Earth
with a “rod of iron.” He will be the King of Kings. He will not listen to any of these atheists. There will be no
catering to the hypocrisy of religious people trying to pretend they are children of God, and who run to the
church on Sunday, and to the bar on Monday! The Savior, who called the Pharisees of old “hypocrites” five
times, and ended with Matthew 23:33, “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation
of hell?”...will undoubtedly have a few choice words for the modern-day Pharisees!
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No! Christ will rule this Earth with a “rod of iron.” There will be no more rapes, thefts, murders, or crime of
any kind. It will be an Earth, for a thousand years, as God intended it to be, in contrast to what mankind has done
to destroy the beautiful things that God has given him, including his own life, many times. Satan will be bound
during this period of time, and earthly peace will prevail.

In the Old Testament, this period is described as the Kingdom of Heaven. Daniel 2:44, Isaiah 11, and
Ezekiel 40-48, are the key Old Testament passages which describe the peace and righteousness of this time.
Israel will be restored and converted. They will have an honored place in the Millennial Kingdom, and all of the
land that God promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will be inherited by them. God will fulfill all His promises
to His Chosen People during the thousand-year Millennial Reign. They will rule and reign with Christ.

9. What Do We Mean By “The Rapture?”

One of the key passages for the event of the Rapture is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. In Verse 17,
"caught up" is the Greek word, "HARPAZO," and means "to be raptured, or snatched away, forcibly and
suddenly." The Latin word for "shall be caught up" is "rapiemur." The Latin dictionary says that the root for the
Latin word "rapiemur" is "rapio," which means "to snatch, grab, carry off, abduct.”

Birds of prey, also known as raptors, hunt and feed on other animals. The term, "raptor," is derived from the
Latin word “rapere” (meaning to seize or take by force). These birds are characterized by keen vision that allows
them to detect prey during flight, and powerful talons and beaks. They swoop down out of the night to sink their
talons deep, and carry off their prey. One moment the lamb is grazing, and the next he is caught up—never to be
seen again.

Latin uses word endings to show case, number, gender, and tense, to clarify the meaning. Many words are
"transliterated" directly into English with English endings added. The Latin Vulgate Bible is the Latin translation
of the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts by Jerome, completed around 405 A.D., and it does have the word
“rapiemur” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.

From the King James Translation, translated from the Greek of the Textus Receptus, and the best translation
in existence today, we quote 1 Thessalonians 4:17,

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up [harpazo] together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, the Latin Vulgate reads:

"deinde nos qui vivimus qui relinquimur simul RAPIEMUR [CAUGHT UP] cum illis in
nubibus obviam Domino in aera et sic semper cum Domino erimus."

The Latin Text translated by Erasmus in 1555 reads the same and, also, contains the word “rapiemur.”

"deinde nos qui uiuimus, qui relinqui erimus, fimul cum illis RAPIEMUR? [CAUGHT UP]
in nubib occurfum domini in aéra, & fic femper cum domino erimus."

There you have it. "Rapture" is a scriptural word...just in a different language, or translation!

The Greek verb, “harpazo,” has various meanings according to the context; therefore, it is not translated by
only one, uniform, English word. Here are some of the meanings indicated by the context of Scripture:

1. "Catch up, or away;" 2. “Rapture by force of divine power;” 3. “Swiftly removed by force from one
place to another;” 4. “To pluck.”

P. PROOF OF THE RAPTURE BY SCRIPTURE REFERENCE.
1. John 10:28, 29, translated "pluck" from the Greek word "HARPAZO."

"And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man PLUCK them out of
my hand. (28) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to PLUCK them
out of my Father's hand” (29).

2. John 6:15, translated "take by force" from the Greek "HARPAZO."

"When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and TAKE HIM BY FORCE, to make him a king,
he departed again into a mountain himself alone."
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3.

4,

Acts 8:39. This was when Philip was "caught away," translated from the Greek word, "HARPAZO."

"And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord CAUGHT AWAY Philip, that the
eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing."

2 Corinthians 12:2, 4. Paul was “caught up” to Paradise, translated from the Greek word “HARPAZO."

"I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, | cannot tell; or whether out of
the body, | cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one CAUGHT UP to the third heaven." (2).

"How that he was CAUGHT UP into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a
man to utter" (4).

1 Thessalonians 4:17. This is the Rapture, when believers are "caught up," meaning “force exercised
suddenly,” translated from the Greek word "HARPAZO."

"Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

Matthew 11:12, translated "take by force" from the Greek word "HARPAZO."

"And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent TAKE IT BY FORCE."

Acts 23:10 translated "take by force." Paul, being rescued from the mob was “taken by force,” translated
from the Greek word "HARPAZO."

"And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in
pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to TAKE HIM BY FORCE from among them,
and to bring him into the castle."

Acts 1:11. At the Ascension, Christ was “taken up” into heaven, translated from the Greek word
“HARPAZO.”

"...Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is TAKEN UP from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven."

You and I, as Christians, because we’ve received Jesus Christ as our Savior, will be at home in Heaven

when the awful judgments in the Book of Revelation take place here on earth. God will direct them from
Heaven, Himself. He will call this angel over and say, “I want you to go down there. Move the sun closer to the
Earth so that it will burn men, and they will seek to have relief, but they will find none!” This is only one of
God’s judgments, as recorded in Revelation 16:8, 9:

“And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men
with fire. (8) And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath
power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.”

Before we conclude this introduction, let me ask you this. Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior?

Thank God that He loved us, and He sent Jesus Christ to pay for our sin. In John 14:6, he says,

“...I am the way, the truth, and the life: and no man cometh unto the father, but by me.”

You can accept Christ, now, as your Savior, and miss this terrible time. I hope that you’ll do that.
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PICTORIAL ESSAY ON JOHN, THE APOSTLE

John was exiled to the Isle of Patmos, located about 70 miles out in the Aegean Sea, by the Roman
Emperor, Domitian. He was sent there in about 95 A.D., and was released after Domitian’s assassination in 96
A.D. Rome had a penal camp on Patmos. Here in this isolated spot, away from his beloved Christian friends,
John received the visions of what lies in the future that make up the Book of Revelation.

In Revelation 1:9, John says, in his greeting to the churches that he “is their brother, and companion in
tribulation,” and he had been “sentenced” to this imprisonment “for the word of God and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ.”

The cruel Domitian had ordered everyone to address him as “Our Lord and God, Domitian.” He was bitter
in his treatment of both Jews and Christians, and John, as the last living Apostle, had been targeted.

3. The Apostle John on Patmos. Artist: Pat Marvenko Smith — Revelationlllustrated.com
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John writes that... “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, ...” The great
Apostle is talking with the Lord, as he had always done since those last, forty, glorious, days the disciples had
spent with the Savior after the Resurrection. Each day after that, he had found sweet fellowship with his
Savior, and Friend, by coming in the “new and living way” to the foot of the throne of grace. At times, he did
allow his memory to wander back to those precious times of walking at the Savior’s side through the country
of their birth. At his advanced age, he knew he would soon be seeing Him face to face again. What a joyful
time that would be for John. Even though he had outrun Peter to see the empty tomb, he was going to be the
last disciple to “go home.” His friend had preceded him there, albeit, very painfully.

Suddenly, there the Lord is, in person! But what an awesome personage John now beholds! This is not the
person the Jews reviled as simply “Joseph, the carpenter’s son.” He is God Almighty. The Savior is not there
to renew an old friendship, and even though John is aged and the last living apostle, the Savior is not through
with him yet. John is now going to take God’s final words, not just to the churches of Asia Minor, but to the
world! So, get on your feet, John. You have a job to do. Even though it has been some two-thousand plus
years since John’s time, the Savior says:

“And, behold, | come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work
shall be.” - Revelation 22:12.

It was of vital importance to the Lord to inform mankind what happens if you do not trust Christ as your
Savior before the Church is raptured, or, you die. It is even more so, now, some two thousand-plus years later!
And, evidently, being a senior citizen is no excuse for not serving the Lord.

“Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and
send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto
Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.” Revelation
1:11

The Lord instructed John to “write in a book” “what thou seest.” John, evidently, had the materials at
hand, as the Lord would not have asked him to do something he could not do. There was evidently a way to
get mail from Patmos to the mainland, or John would not have been instructed to “send it unto the seven
churches.” Domitian sent John to Patmos to keep him quiet. Isn’t it ironic that there are very few statues of
Domitian, but God’s Word, containing the Book of Revelation, goes around the world in every language?

“Heaven and Earth shall pass away; but my word shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

4. Surprised by the Lord. Artist: Pat Marvenko Smith. RevelationIllustrated.com
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“The myster of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and
the seven go den candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the
seven churches.” - Rcvclation i:20

5. Christ In the Midst of His Churches. Artist: Chauncey Navarro
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CHART: THE “HAT DIAGRAM” —=FROM CALVARY TO THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH
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“Write the things which thou Are...” The 7 Churches.
hast seen.” The Glorified Christ. The Church Age. “And the things which shall be hereafter. “ - After the Rapture. (Revelation 1:19)
A. Church Age — From Pentecost to the Rapture. Known as: I Christ Returns to the Earth.
1. The Building {(Eph. 2:19-22). 1. Location, the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4).
2. The Bride (Rev. 19:7,8). 2. Saints of God Will Come With Christ (Jude 14).
3. The Church (Ecclesia, Assembly) (Eph. 5:25). 3. Christ Upon His Throne (Matt. 25:31).
B. Rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:50). 4. Purpose: To Judge The Nations (2 Tim. 4:1).
1. Ends the Church Age; Begins the Tribulation. J. Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 14:15-20; 16:16; 19:15-21).
C. Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:11-15). K. Judgment of the Nations (Matt. 24:38-44; 25:32-46).
1. Occurs in Heaven, after the Rapture. L. Reign of Christ On Earth.
D. Seven-year Tribulation Period (Dan. 9:25-27). 1. Length - 1,000 years (Rev. 20:1,2).
1. Last 7 Years of 490 Years; Jacob’s Trouble; Jer. 30:7 2. Three Nations Resurrected In a Day (Isa. 19:24,25).
E. Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9). “Egypt, my people, Assyria, the work of my hands, and
F. First Battle of Gog & Magog (Ezek., Chapters 38, 39). Israel mine inheritance” (Isa. 19:24).
G. Antichrist's Rise To Power (Dan. 11:21 & 32; 8:23). 3. Peace (Isa. 11:6-9).
H. Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel. 4. Nations must be represented at the Feast of Tabernacles
1. The Abomination of Desolation spoken of in Dan. 9:27; in Jerusalem once a year. (Zech. 14:16-19).
Matt. 24:15-20). 5. The Marriage Supper of The Lamb (Rev. 19:79).
2. Start of the Great Tribulation To The Last 3-1/2 Years M. Second Battle of Gog And Magog (Rev. 20:8-10).
(Matt. 24:21,22). N. Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).
3. Antichrist Declares Himself to Be God (2 Thess. 2:3,4). 0. New Heavens & New Earth (Rev. 21:1; 2 Peter 3:13).

4, Starts His Control As World Dictator (Rev. 13:16-18) .
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REVELATION: CHAPTER ONE

“WRITE THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN...”

“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do | declare: before they spring forth | tell
you of them.” (Isaiah 42:9)

The Lord Jesus has given us a book which pre-writes History before it ever takes place. What a blessing it is
to be able to see the future as God has prewritten it here in the Word of God. We find that Chapter One is the first
part of the natural outline of the Book of Revelation given in Revelation 1:19.

1. First Division: Chapter One.
“Write the things which thou hast seen,...” (19a).

The Past. John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the
Founder of the Church. It is not anyone else. It is none of the Apostles. It’s not Peter, it’s not the Baptists, it’s
not the Lutherans, nor the Catholic organization. It is no one but Jesus Christ who is the Chief Cornerstone.
He is the Founder of His Church.

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three.
“...and the things which are,...” (19b).

The Present. The “things which are” are covered by Chapters Two and Three, and those are the Letters to the
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Book’s writing.

3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two.
"...and the things which shall be hereafter;” (19c).

The Future. The “things which shall be hereafter,” are covered by Chapter Four on to Chapter Twenty-Two.
In “...the things which shall be hereafter,” you’ll never find a mention of the Church from Chapter Four on,
because it is raptured before that seven-year Tribulation Period takes place.

Revelation 1:1. Explanation of the Title.

“The Revelation.” It is the Disclosure, the Apocalypse, not the sealed book. It is the Unveiling, letting us
know what is going to happen.

“The REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things
which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:”

In the First Century, they thought maybe the things written in the Book of Revelation were going to come to
pass just in a few years after John wrote them. God doesn’t always run on our timetable. He tells us that “A day
with the Lord is as a thousand years.” It doesn’t say “It IS a thousand years.” but “AS a thousand years.” There is
a time element, from God’s perspective, that does not coincide exactly with time as man has it down here. We
think, down here, if we live fifty or sixty years we’ve really come right along. If we live up to eighty or ninety
years old, we think, “Boy, we’ve had a long life!”

Time is only an island in God’s Sea of Eternity. It has been allotted to man, so that God can allocate time to
run His schedule, and to put things on a timetable for man’s benefit. Time is nothing with God. He has always
been. He allots time to man so we can understand His workings, and the approximate time in which He is going
to do something.

Revelation 1:2. The Inspired Testimony.
“Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.

How did the Lord communicate the Book of Revelation to John? According to Revelation 1:1, 2, the Father
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gave the revelation to the Son, and the Son gave it to the apostle, sometimes using “His angel” as intermediary.
Sometimes, Christ, Himself, conveyed the information to John (Rev. 1:10, 11). At other times, an elder brought
Christ’s message to John (Rev. 7:13), or it was an angel (Rev. 17:1;19:9-10). Sometimes a “voice from heaven”
told John what to say and do (Rev. 10:4). But no matter how the book came from God to John, it was all inspired
by the Spirit.

Revelation 1:3. The Book with a Blessing.

BLESSED is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which
are written therein: for the time is at hand.”

We are saying the Book of Revelation is a blessing! You’re going to be blessed as you follow along. You’ll
be blessed if you just read it yourself! And the Holy Spirit will bless you with this reading here, because you’re
going to find out what God has in the future.

Revelation 1:4. The Letter Is Addressed to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor

JOHN TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is,
and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;”

“John to the seven churches which are in Asia:” John addresses his letter to the Seven Churches which
were in the Roman Province of Asia. This area was governed by a proconsul, and is, therefore, sometimes called
Proconsular Asia. This is the, present-day, western part of Turkey. The Seven Churches, or, it should be
“assemblies,” were not buildings. The early church met in homes and temporary locations. They did not begin to
acquire buildings until approximately 200 to 300 A.D. We’re not talking about buildings, but the people, in the
congregations, that make up these churches. You’ve got to remember, there were more churches in Asia Minor, at
that time, than the seven mentioned in the Book of Revelation. At Colosse and Hierapolis, there existed
congregations. Paul wrote an Epistle to the Colossians. These seven churches in the Book of Revelation,
however, REPRESENT the entirety of the churches.

“And from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;” The Number Seven, in Scripture, represents
divine completeness, therefore the sevens of this Book represent the entirety of the subject at hand. The seven
churches represent all the churches. The seven spirits are a personification of the omnipresent Spirit of God, as
Revelation 3:1 notifies us that Christ is the Possessor of the Seven Spirits. Notice Isaiah 11:1, 2,

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: (v.1)
And the... [1.] SPIRIT OF THE LORD shall rest upon him, the... [2.] SPIRIT OF WISDOM and... [3.]

UNDERSTANDING, the... [4.] SPIRIT OF COUNSEL and..[5.] MIGHT, the.. [6.] SPIRIT OF
KNOWLEDGE and of the... [7.] FEAR of the LORD;”

Everything that God does can be identified in all these ways, plus many more. They are not limited. In
Ephesians 1:17-20, we find that, by the grace of God, these seven abilities are also available to the Christian to
strengthen him in living the Christian life.

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the... [1.] SPIRIT OF
WISDOM and [2.] REVELATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE of him: (v.17) The eyes of your... [3.]
UNDERSTANDING being enlightened; that ye may know what is the... [4.] HOPE OF HIS CALLING, and
what the... [5.] RICHES OF THE GLORY of his inheritance in the saints,(v. 18) what is the exceeding...
[6.] GREATNESS OF HIS POWER to us-ward who believe, according to the... [7.] WORKING OF HIS
MIGHTY POWER,” (19). Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at
his own right hand in the heavenly places,” (20).

So, too, do we have the Number Seven, God’s number of divine completeness, with the Seven Seals, the
Seven Trumpets, the Seven Bowls, and the Seven Thunders that are going to be described later. All represent the
total span of these judgments.

Revelation 1:5. It Is Christ’s Blood That Saves.

“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of
the kings of the Earth. Unto him that loved us, and WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS OWN
BLOOD,”

Along with that, turn with me now to 1 Peter 1:19,
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“But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”

You’d be surprised at the letters that we get, and the people that we have talked to that have said, “You
know, Pastor Younce, we’re so glad you have pointed us to the Lord Jesus. Yes, we believe that Jesus died for us,
but in the church we went to God’s Word was so diminished, and everything was water baptism for salvation. We
heard very little of the Gospel. Oh, Yes. They would say that Jesus Christ shed His blood on the Cross, but if you
want to be a part of the Body of Christ, you’ve got to be water baptized. We were told that is what places you into
the Body of Christ. You have stimulated us to study this. We now know that it is the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ that saves us, not our water baptism.”

Water baptism doesn’t put us into the Body of Christ. It is faith in Christ that puts us into the Body of Christ.
We find that in 1 Corinthians 12:13,

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized (or placed) into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether
we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”

I would like for you to read the last part of Revelation 1:5 again,
“Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.”

The Apostle Peter said the same thing in 1 Peter 1:18, when he got on the congregation, there, for the Jewish
traditions they were holding on to. We have the same thing today. People want to substitute tradition for the Word
of God, and bring in things that have absolutely nothing to do with the Bible. They will appeal to the flesh and
look religious, but they are meaningless to God. They are empty, and vain, and have no substance whatsoever!

In 1 Peter 1:18-20,

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;” (18) BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF
CHRIST, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (19): Who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,” (20).

We are redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ.” Any church that teaches, or substitutes anything, for
the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ and salvation being by grace, is a cult religion. Mark it down! Many
are coming on the scene. We are seeing some that are sending out prayer cloths, and you send a little bit of money
back to them with it. These are big name organizations. One begins to wonder. People want to do something for
God, but many times they are deceived by the phonies that are out there. These are charlatans who do anything
that they possibly can to fleece you from your money. We just say to them, “If you have such a great ministry, go
out and pastor a church. Amen?” If you ever needed one of these pastors that you hear on the radio and
television, do you think they would be available?

Let me just say this. We emphasize the local church here on the Heritage Radio Bible Class. Yes, we
appreciate that you are listening to the radio ministry, but it is only a support to your faith as you attend a good
Bible-teaching church. It is wonderful that we have pastors all over the United States that believe in the truth of
the Word of God. You might have to hunt a little bit to find them, but they are out there.

Revelation 1:6. The Believer’s Royal Priesthood.
“And hath made us KINGS AND PRIESTS unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.”

We find out that we Christians, who have trusted in Christ, are today’s kings and priests. We are kings in
that, as Christ’s servants, we are not under bondage to man. We are priests in that, we, ourselves, can come
directly to God in prayer because of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We need no human ministers, or
priests, to ever intercede for us. In fact, the Bible says in 1 Timothy 2:5,

“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”

“There is one mediator between God and man...,” and God says who it is. It is Christ Jesus, not any human
being.

As we begin to get a little background here, we find out that there are many Christians who are not fully
aware of the royalty of their inheritance. We tend to look with awe at those in high office, such as presidents,
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kings, and czars. We see their privileged position, and all the benefits they receive from this elevation, but Christ
has made every Christian a king and a priest. He has given us royalty, and our destiny is a royal destiny!

In the Old Testament, only the priest had the right to the access of God. When a male Jew entered the
Temple, he could pass through the Court of the Gentiles, the Court of the Women, the Court of the Israelites; but,
there, he must stop. Into the Court of the Priests he could not go. By our new birth in Christ, we now have royal
blood, and we can come directly and boldly into the Throne of Grace. We are told that in Hebrews 4:16,

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need.”

We are to come boldly before the Throne of Grace. God wants each Christian to come directly to Him. You
don’t have to go through a church, a priest, or get down on your knees. You can be driving in your car and you
may want to talk to the Lord. Well, start talking to Him! He wants a personal relationship with you. He doesn’t
want other intercessors to get in the way. You go to the Lord Jesus.

Religion will always try to enslave you. They will always try to get you to go to a man. Wherever you have
those requirements, you have a cult religion. You have a counterfeit religion. You have religion, but you do not
have Christianity! As we’ve said a thousand times, any preacher that points you to Jesus Christ—that preacher
loves the Lord. Any preacher that says, “You come to me and I'll forgive your sins,” is a false preacher. Christ is
the Christo-centric vertebrae of the Bible. It is the Lord Jesus Christ who forgives our sins.

We find out that, in John’s day, Roman citizenship was for the privileged few. John was not a citizen, but he
rejoiced in the fact that, in Christ, he now had a heavenly citizenship. He was not only a citizen, but a king, and a
priest of the heavenly family, himself. What an inheritance that you and I have!

Revelation 1:7. The Theme of the Book: “Behold, He Cometh With Clouds...”

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM, and they also which pierced him:
and all kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”

The Mountain Peaks of Prophecy — What the Old Testament Prophets Saw.
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John sees Christ coming in the clouds with power and glory at the end of the seven-year Tribulation Period.
You will find wherever Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, refer to the coming of the Lord Jesus, it is never the
Rapture of the Church.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John never knew of the Rapture. They only knew about two of the “Mountain
Peaks of Prophecy.” They saw the first mountain peak, when Christ was going to die on Mount Calvary. They
saw the second mountain peak when Christ is coming back in Revelation, Chapter 19, riding the white horse to
execute judgment upon this Earth. They never saw the valley in between. That valley is the Church Age, from
Pentecost until the Rapture, when Jesus Christ comes as described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. The Rapture will
be immediately followed by the Seven-Year Tribulation Period, for which the Rapture is the precipitating event.

So, when we come to “every eye shall see him...,” there is an amazing thing here. How did John know that
“every eye shall see him...?” That is a very interesting thing. The Lord had spoken of this earlier in Matthew
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24:29, 30, also, in Matthew, Chapter 25. At that time, he will slay the armies of the Antichrist gathered in Israel at
Armageddon. We will get to that in Revelation, Chapter 19. Here we have the Prelude, at the beginning of the
Book of Revelation, where it “flashes out” with that mighty theme of the Book, “Behold, he comes with clouds
and every eye shall see him.”

Those that “wail” here are the remnant of Israel, and the Gentiles who have trusted Christ during the
Tribulation Period. These cry because they have so long turned their backs on their Savior. As they see the One
who suffered for their sins, they break into wailing when they behold His wounds on their behalf.

Revelation 1:8.

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty.”

Here is a self-proclamation by Christ that He is the “Alpha and Omega.” If you have any doubt as to whether
these verses apply to the Father, or the Son, refer to Revelation 22:13, where they unmistakably apply to the Son.

“l [Jesus] am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”

A few years ago, ministers and laymen alike, wondered how it would be possible for every eye to see the
Lord Jesus Christ as He comes through those clouds. From a human standpoint, this seemed to be impossibility.
However, on Monday, July 21, 1969, people from all over the world watched Neil Armstrong take his first step
on the moon. Some of us may remember that. Through orbiting satellites that bounced radio and television signals
back to Earth, every eye was able to see the event, simultaneously. John did not know about these things. He did
not know about television, or satellites in orbit. He knew nothing about sending video and audio signals clear
back to the Earth from being in space orbit, but the Holy Spirit knew about it.

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:” (2 Timothy 3:16).

The Holy Spirit said, “John, you write this down, ‘Every eye is going to see Him.”” How wonderful that is.
Now, let us continue.

“He is the “Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending.” The Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator. He
is the start of humanity, as it tells us in Colossians 1:16, 17,
“FOR BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, that are in heaven, and that are in Earth, visible and invisible,

whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM, and
for him (16): And he is before all things, and by him all things consist” (17).

We are having another resurgence of Theistic Evolution. They are saying, “Well, now we believe in an
evolutionary type of creation. That is, God created the “first blob,” but then, He allowed it to evolve however it
wanted to. As I said, that is called Theistic Evolution, and it’s a big bunch of trash!

“In the beginning God created the heaven(s) and the Earth.”

Everything was in its perfect order.

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them” (Genesis 1:27).

In the beginning, “God created man in own his image.” Mankind is doing everything they possibly can to
discredit the Word of God. They even came out with this nonsense about Theistic Evolution in the Minneapolis
Star Tribune.

b

The term, “Theistic Evolution,” is an oxymoron. If God does something, it is “Theistic,” but God, the
Creator, is the opposite of false “Evolutionary Science.” Satan is behind evolution; therefore, evolution cannot be
“theistic.” That is like saying “I am absolutely unsure about that!” They have some idiots they interview at the
newspaper over there. I wish they would interview someone, sometime, who has some intelligence! You say,
“Oh, Pastor Younce, You shouldn’t talk that way!” My Friend, God talks that way! In fact, He said it more than
once. I’1l just give you two:

“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works,
there is none that doeth good” (Psalm 14:1).
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“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity:
there is none that doeth good” (Psalm 53:1).

Some of these modernistic preachers are coming out now, under the pressure of your feminist movement,
and saying, “Oh, God can be a female.” They are putting all this garbage out. It’s a very interesting thing. If God
is a female, why in the world do we pray, “Our Father which art in Heaven,” in the Book of Matthew? If that is
true, why wasn’t Jesus Christ a female? What you have are hard-headed women, portraying themselves as fools,
in denying the Word of God. They want their feministic rights, and they want to overrule God. These are your
God deniers under the disguise of religion. These are not women that love the Lord, but women that defy the
Lord. These are women that want to do away with the Bible, make God a female, and they publish this garbage in
the Star Tribune! It would be nice if they would get somebody, on the positive side, who would quote from God’s
Word, but this is the bias of the newspapers that we have today. Anything degrading the Bible, they are going to
publish for nothing. When someone stands up for the Bible, and can prove the Bible to be true, they don’t want
anything to do with that.

At the time of this writing, there are three women candidates from both major parties, who are contending for
the highest office of our land—the Presidency! In fact, this is the second run for one of them. They do not realize
this is part of what brought down the nation of Israel. Let us take note of how God sent the Prophet Isaiah to
plead with the nation in Isaiah 3:12,

“As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which
lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.”

“They which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.” Now, there is a quote worth
repeating. “They which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.” Ladies, don’t take offense
to Pastor Younce. God said that, not Pastor Younce! I have to say that we have many lovely ladies in our church.
God bless them, and we need every one of them! It gives me great joy to say that they, all, agree with God as to
how a woman is to serve Him. If God was against having a woman in leadership over the nation of Israel, should
not we realize that He would be against having a woman as President of this great country of ours?

Revelation 1:9. “John, a Brother and Companion in Tribulation.”
Let’s go back and pick up Verse Nine,

“l John, who also am YOUR BROTHER, AND COMPANION IN TRIBULATION, and in the kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ.”

Here, we find John in exile on an island located about seventy miles from Ephesus. John had pastored the
churches, there, in Asia Minor. Now, after being sent to prison by Domitian, he has become a “companion in
tribulation” with the other disciples. In Mark 10:35-45, we find that James and John asked for thrones, yet in the
later years, they were both given tribulation. James was slain in Acts Twelve, and, now, John suffers in exile. He
was exiled because of the Word of God which he had preached.

You know it is interesting that John mentions the sea twenty-five times in this book. He, also, says he was,
“...In the isle...in the spirit...” What a wonderful situation. Our geographical location ought never to rob us of our
spiritual blessings. In this case, John is being blessed with an opportunity to serve His Lord again, and John’s
faithfulness in tribulation has given us “the Book that we can read to receive a blessing.”

Revelation 1:10. “A Great Voice, As of a Trumpet.”
‘I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a GREAT VOICE, AS OF A TRUMPET,”

We find here that John hears the voice of Christ “as a trumpet.” Trumpets are important in the Book of
Revelation:

1. In Revelation 4:1, the trumpet calls John up to Heaven, a picture of the Rapture.
2. In Revelation 8, 9; 11:15-19, trumpets signal the wrath of God poured out upon the world.

3. And in the Old Testament, the Jews used trumpets to gather the assembly. We find that the Temple Institute
in Jerusalem has certain trumpets already prepared to use for their services in what they believe is going to be
their rebuilt Temple, but will actually be the Tribulation Temple.
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“In the Holy Temple, silver trumpets are used during the Divine service, as well as for announcing
the arrival of the Shabbat, the New Moon, the three Festivals, and for other various occasions. The
gold-plated shofar, (ram's horn), is blown in the Holy Temple on Rosh Hashana. The silver-
plated shofar, (ram's horn), is blown in the Holy Temple on fast days.” [They already have them
manufactured and waiting.] http://www.templeinstitute. org/vessels gallery 17.htm

4. In Numbers 10:9, they used them to announce war,

“And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with
the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your
enemies.”

They used them to announce special days. Notice Numbers 10:10,

“Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye
shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that
they may be to you for a memorial before your God: | am the LORD your God.”

5. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17, God’s trumpet will call the Church home,

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first (16):

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (17).

When you speak about the Lord’s Coming, you always have the God-deniers, and infidels. You have some of
these modernistic preachers coming out and saying, “Oh, we don’t believe in a Rapture.” Then, you don’t believe
the Bible. Read 1Thessalonians 4:13-17. It’s there! A promise of the coming of the Lord Jesus is, also, at the end
of every chapter in the Book of 1 Thessalonians.Yes, the promise of the Lord Jesus’ coming rings all through the
Bible, and He is coming! But in Isaiah 53:1, they said the same thing about His First Coming.

“Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?”

“Where is the promise of His coming?” they say. If you’re not saved, you’re going to hate hearing about the
Rapture, because you’re not going to meet Jesus in the clouds. And, if you’re not looking for His Second Coming,
then you haven’t trusted Him in the First Coming. You’ve got religion, but you don’t have Christ. If you loved
the Lord Jesus, you’d remember the last word back from Heaven, when He ascended, in Actsl:11, was, “I’'m
coming again.”

“...Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, SHALL SO COME IN LIKE MANNER AS YE HAVE SEEN HIM GO into heaven.”

If you deny His Second Coming, you are denying the Rapture when He comes to take the Church home. One
man asked not long ago: “Are those that are alive going to recognize those that are the dead in Christ on the way
up?” I said, “I don’t know, but they sometimes call the Baptists the ‘dead in Christ.”” That was supposed to be
humorous. When the Bible speaks of the “dead in Christ,” however, it is talking about, literally, being dead.
These were Christians who were “in Christ,” who have died. They will be raptured first. God knew there would
be religious people who are going to deny the Rapture. They are going to deny the Lord Jesus’ Coming, and He
tells them here in 2 Peter 3:3

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And
saying, Where is the promise of his coming?”

Revelation 1:11. “Alpha and Omega.”

“SAYING, | AM Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send
it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.”

He names the seven churches that we will find, as we go on into Chapter Two,
1. Ephesus is the Apostolic Church. (2:1-7).
2. Smyrna is the Persecuted Church. (2:8-11)
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Pergamos. (2:12-17). This church began to be married to the world under Constantine.

4. Thyatira is the Church of Continual Sacrifice. (2:18-29). This is where Rome began to bring in purgatory,
prayer beads, and holy water. All of these continual sacrifices are contrary to the Word of God. They brought
those in during the Dark Ages.

5. Sardis pictures the Reformation, or the New Birth. (3:1-6). Johan Gutenberg, of Germany, had the first
printing press, printing the first Bible. During this time, there were great men who rose up in opposition to the
Church of Rome, and all of the sacrifices they brought in by councils. None of the sacrifices which the
Church of Rome brought in were from the Word of God, whatsoever.

6. The Church of Philadelphia is the Church of “brotherly love.” (3:7-13) This is the time where you had David
Livingston, Hudson Taylor of China Inland Missions, David Brainerd to the Native Americans, and Jonathan
Goforth, a great, great missionary to China. There were many great men, during this time, who were
preaching, “You’re ‘saved by grace, through faith, not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not of works, lest any
man should boast.”” It would be great if we had men like these today, wouldn’t it? Well, we do have some.
We thank God for Bible teachers all over America, and God does have them around.

7. Now we move to the Church of Laodicea. (3:14-22). This church characterizes the time we are living in
today—the time of “people’s rights.” It is a time when men are straying away from the spiritual leadership of
the Bible, and turning to the humanistic philosophies of men. In Revelation 3:17, they claim to be rich,
characteristic of the ecumenical church today. Rich and wealthy, but absolutely dead! This is what is called
dead Protestantism. All of these churches picture this, as we’re going to see.

Revelation 1:11. “Write it in a book.”

“Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, WHAT THOU SEEST, WRITE IN A BOOK
[Greek, ‘biblion,” a scroll], and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto
Laodicea.”

“What thou seest, write in a book” The Greek word for scroll is biblion, and it is so translated in
Revelation 6:14 when the heavens are seen to be departing as “a scroll when it is rolled together.”

“And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were
moved out of their places.”

In the 12 occurrences of the word “book” in the Book of Revelation, it is always translated from the Greek
word, “biblion,” meaning “scroll.” (See: Rev. 1:11; Rev.5:19; Rev. 6:14; Rev. 10:8; Rev. 13:8; Rev. 17:8; Rev.
20:12; Rev. 21:27, Rev. 22:7, 9, 10, 18 (twice), 19).

A little background: Papyrus was too brittle to be folded, so it was rolled to form a scroll. Sometimes a
scroll was anywhere from 35 to 40 yards in length, a long piece of scroll. The more durable animal parchment
scroll, however, was mainly a possession of the wealthy. The first Christians were not wealthy and they could not
afford such costly parchment scrolls. Their only means of writing the Christian message was on any strips of
papyrus which they could obtain. These strips were then sewn together and formed a scroll.

The Book of Revelation was written on a scroll. A book of pages which we are familiar with today is called a
“codex.” They did not come into use until the 2™ Century A.D., at the earliest.

“The Codex Sinaiticus, one of the oldest manuscripts, was found by Lobegott Friedrich Constantin
(von) Tischendorf. It was bought by the British Museum from Russia in the year 1933 for about
$500,000. It was written in Greek about the 4™ Century A.D. This ancient Bible text was written in
brown ink, on three-hundred-twenty-six-and-a half-leaves, found in the Monastery of Saint
Catherine’s on Mount Sinai. It had pages similar to books today.

He (Tischendorf) was talking to one of the Stewards, just prior to departing, who advised him he had
kept in his room some copied manuscripts the monks had discarded. These contained about half of
the Old Testament (Greek Translation, the Septuagint), and the New Testament, with the exclusion of
Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53-8:11. Tischendorf secured these in return for some gifts to the
monastery at Sinai. They were given to the great Imperial Library at St. Petersburg, now Leningrad,
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Russia. In 1933, the U.S.S.R. sold it to the British Museum in London, England, where it resides
today.

Since we have touched on this subject, even though the Codex Sinaiticus, also called Aleph, is one of
the two oldest manuscripts of the Bible we have, as noted above, it is not necessarily the best. The
complete information on this codex will be found in Appendix III, New Bible Versions. This
collection of manuscripts omits some 4,000 words from the Gospels alone, plus, about 1500 readings
that show up in none of the 5400 New Testament manuscripts of the Majority Text. It also contains
many other discrepancies.” (work-menforchrist.org)

But we thank God for preserving His Word. Anyone can buy a very inexpensive King James Translation of
the Bible, and be assured that he has the very best translation that money can buy!

“Heaven and Earth shall pass away; but my word shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

Revelation 1:12-17. The Savior Identified.
“And | turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, | saw seven golden candlesticks;”

We are going to find out the identity of the One who speaks with John, since God very simply explains it to
us, Himself, in Revelation 1:13-17:

“And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to
the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle” (13). His head and his hairs were white like wool, as
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; (14). And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters (15). And he had in his right hand seven
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in
his strength (16). And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me,
saying unto me, Fear not; | am the first and the last” (17):

This is the Lord Jesus. I’ve had so many people come and say, “You know, I have seen Christ.” My question
to them was always, “What did He look like?”” He is usually described with a beard, and with the long hair that
you see in the picture that we have of Christ. But you have not seen Christ, and you have no idea what Christ
looks like. Did He look like the description we have just read, when you saw Him? Did He have a sharp two-
edged sword coming out of His mouth, as in Revelation 1:16? Did He have in his right hand seven stars? Did you
see that? Unless you have seen someone that matches this description here, you did not see Christ. What you saw
was a counterfeit. This, along with the description given in Daniel 7:9, 10, are the only descriptions we have of
Jesus Christ.

Daniel’s Description of Christ. Daniel 7:9, 10.

“I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as
burning fire (9). A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books
were opened (10).

And in 1 Corinthians 15:8, Paul says,
“And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.”

Epliphaz’s Dream. Job 4:12-16.

No, you that claim to have had visions and dreams of Christ, I tell you that you do not need visions and
dreams. You need to open your eyes, and look into the Word of God, which tells us there are no more visions and
dreams today. There are none! But you do find in Job 4:12-16, that Eliphaz, one of Job’s three “friends” had a
dream, which turned out to be a satanic dream.

“Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof (12). In thoughts from the
visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men (13), Fear came upon me, and trembling, which
made all my bones to shake (14). Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up
(15): It stood still, but | could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was
silence, and | heard a voice, saying, (16).”
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He, then, continued to lay out his supposed message to Job in 32 more verses, extending to the end of
Chapter Five. We often speak of “the patience of Job.” Just put yourself in his place, now, as he lies in misery,
covered with boils, and has to listen to a foolish friend go on, and on--about a dream? But...Eliphaz had a dream,
and he related that to Job! Actually, he had a satanic dream. If you read through what he told Job (4:17-5:27), you
will find it was all contrary to the Word of God. It was contrary to the purpose of God in Job’s life.

Satan lied to all Job’s friends, and God rebuked them in Job 42:7-9.

“And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the
thing that is right, as my servant Job hath (7). Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven
rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall
pray for you: for him will | accept: lest | deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the
thing which is right, like my servant Job (8). So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar
the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job”

(9).
So, you CAN have a satanic dream. You can dream, if you want to visualize what Christ is like, but Christ
does not appear to you. He has no reason to appear to you. He has given you the Word of God and that is all that
you need. You will have your hands full teaching the Word of God from Genesis to Revelation.

I love to study the Bible and, the more I study, the more I find out how much I don’t know. It is
inexhaustible. When I get ready to die, if [ have two minutes of having all my faculties before I die, I’'m probably
going to say, “Lord Jesus, I wish I knew more.” There are things I wish I knew more about, but the Word of God
is inexhaustible.

You have everything you need from Genesis to Revelation, and the last thing you need is a counterfeit of
visions and dreams. Keep your eyes open, study more, and the less visions you will have, or need. We are not
saying that to degrade anyone, whatsoever. We are saying it truthfully. You don’t need visions and you don’t
need dreams. If you do not have enough faith in the Word of God, and you have to have a vision, or a dream, in
order to substantiate your faith, you’re in bad shape, Brother! You’re in real bad shape.

All the prophecies we need are given in the Word of God, and you do not have enough faith knowing that all
these hundreds of prophecies about Christ have taken place? All were fulfilled, including the “thirty pieces
silver.” Not twenty-nine pieces of silver, not thirty-one. Exactly thirty pieces of silver. This was prophesied
hundreds of years before Judas sold Him out for...how many pieces of silver? Thirty!

God names names. He gives dates. He has given hundreds of prophecies that have come to pass. If you need
more than that, then you don’t have faith in the Bible. You have faith in some dream that is going to let you
down, and, probably, you’re satanically—and I make no apologies for this—satanically deceived. You need to
strengthen your faith, and spend more time in the Word of God, with your eyes open, reading, believing, and
trusting the Word of God like every other Christian. Our faith is in the Word of God. Amen? He wants you to
have your trust in the Word of God that “liveth and abideth forever.”

Revelation 1:18. Who Has the “Authority” of the Keys?

We’d like to make a comment on Revelation 1:18. I believe it has significance, here, and I think it will be an
encouragement to each and every one of us,

1.  “I am he that liveth...” That 1s Christ.

2. “And was dead;...” He was crucified. He could have summoned more than twelve legions of angels.
That is more than 72,000 angels, as one legion is made up of 6,000 men. He could have killed those that
were putting Him on the Cross, all at once!

3. “And, behold, I am alive for evermore,...” This is the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Hell could
not keep Him in the tomb. Satan could not keep Him in the tomb. The demons could not keep Him in
the tomb. The Lord Jesus conquered Death, and He has arisen from the dead. He is alive today and “ever
liveth to make intercession for us,” we are told in Hebrews 7:25 and Romans 8:34.

keys. It’s not your pastor that has the keys. It is Christ, Himself, that has the keys of Hell and Death. He
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is the One who permits death. He is the One who sometimes orchestrates death, as had happened to
some in the Church at Corinth in Paul’s time.

An Example: The Corinthian Church.

In 1 Corinthians 11:30-32, we have the account of some in Corinth that were partaking of the Lord’s Supper,
yet these “dignitaries” of the church were drunkards. Like some today, they had one foot in the bar, and one foot
in the church. Whenever you find a man that is associated with, and continues to endorse drinking of alcoholic
beverages, but is a “big shot” in the church; you have a Diotrophes, as spoken of in 3 John 1:9-16. You have a
false teacher. Is this the kind of teacher you want to teach your children that it is all right to drink? Some
churches, through the use of alcoholic wine in their communion services, teach, by example that it is OK to drink.
They do this, in spite of God’s forbidding Israel to take strong drink into the Tabernacle, in Leviticus 10:9, 10,

“Do not drink wine nor strong drink,...when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye
die:...(9a)

That ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean;” (10).

Is it any wonder that God would have the Apostle Paul write to the Corinthians in Verse 30?
“FOR THIS CAUSE many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep (have died).”

Judgment had been rendered! Some of them had died. They had been profaning the Lord’s Supper. The
“dignitaries” would set their banquet tables, have their big feast, and get drunk! Therefore, God said, “For this
cause” of making a mockery of the Lord’s Supper, you have eaten to yourself damnation.”

“For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation (krima) unto himself, not
discerning the Lord's body” (1 Corinthians 11:29).

Literally, the word “condemnation” is “krima” in the Greek, and it means you have brought upon yourself
JUDGMENT. When we have the Lord’s Supper in our church, it is to remember that our Savior bled and died on
Calvary to pay for the sin of the world. It is not a sacrament that imparts any type of grace to the partaker. It is an
ordinance, of solemn commemoration, of what our Savior has already done for us. It is a time to remember that it
cost Christ everything to offer us eternal life as a free gift! We are to do this...

”..often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come” (1 Corinthians
11:26).

That is why it is such a serious matter to partake of the Lord’s Supper in an “unworthy” manner. Why does

God view it as serious? It is a reminder that it cost Him the death of His Son.

Revelation 1:18. The Encouragement.

Revelation 1:18 can be of great comfort to all who have lost Christian loved ones, such as a child, or a
husband or wife.

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and HAVE THE KEYS
OF HELL AND OF DEATH.” (Revelation 1:18)

Christ, Himself, experienced death, and because of the Resurrection, He emerged the Victor. Now, as Lord,
He has the authority over Death and Hell. Keys represent authority. Christ controls all who enter, and all who
leave Death and Hell. Consider what Lazarus’ sister, Martha, said to our Lord,

“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died” (John 11:21).

We note that, when Christ saw Mary and the others weeping at the tomb of Lazarus, He, also, wept out of
compassion for their grief. He, being the infinite God, knew what He was about to do, but recognizing their
humanity; He had compassion on them as they suffered in their grief. That is why mothers and fathers who have
lost children, or anyone who has suffered through the loss of a loved one who is a Christian, can be comforted by
the power of the One who has “the keys of hell and of death.” Just as Jesus said to Mary that day, He says to you
today.

“I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:” (John
11:25).
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There is something interesting here, as there are many religions and cults who claim to have the “Key to the
Scriptures.” The Bible says that Christ alone has the “keys of hell and of death.” Many of these cults have
originated in the last 150 years, and they are coming up all over the place. I talked to a wonderful pastor in Grand
Rapids, Minnesota, not long ago. He was telling me there are so many groups, actually cults, springing up in that
city and the surrounding area, they can’t even keep track of them. And so it is everywhere!

The Enemy: The Cults Do Not Have the Keys!

It is true that in these “last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves...” (2
Timothy 3:1, 2), and Christ warns in the Book of Matthew, “Beware of false prophets. Beware of false Christs.”
We are having them spring up everywhere!

“For many shall come in my name, saying, | am CHRIST; and shall deceive many” (Matthew 24:5).
And many FALSE PROPHETS shall rise, and shall deceive many.” (Matthew 24:11).

The Error: Baptism By Proxy, Or Any Other Way, Will Not Give Eternal Life.

We might say this, the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, the Mormon Church, was organized
on April 6, 1830. Its claim is that Joseph Smith was directed by a heavenly messenger, named Maroni, to a hill in
upstate New York, and was shown a sacred record, engraved on metal plates, that had the appearance of gold.
These are called the Golden Plates. These plates, purportedly, show a history of ancient civilizations in America
from about 2200 B.C. to about 420 A.D.

They, supposedly, give an account of Jesus Christ’s ministry on the American Continent, and after His
Crucifixion, also. One theological aspect of their belief is that those, who have died without a knowledge of the
Gospel, may be baptized by proxy. So, they preserve millions of microfilmed baptismal records, and store them in
a vault carved out of a solid granite mountain. This mountain is outside of Salt Lake City, Utah. It holds millions
of records on microfilm preserving the genealogies, or the births, the marriages, and the deaths of the members of
the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints.

It’s a storage vault, out there, called Granite Mountain. They say it can even take an atomic blast. I have seen
the photographs of the inside of this tremendous cavern, and there are millions of baptismal records kept in sealed
vaults there. Yet, this is a cult. We, as Christians, should learn all we can about what they believe so we can
witness to them. They are numerous. If we, Christians, were as busy about serving the Lord as they are about
spreading their false doctrine, we could accomplish a lot for the Lord! You can’t even go to Heaven by being
baptized, yourself, let alone having somebody else do it for you by proxy!

The Catholic and Lutheran Organizations Also Teach that Baptism Gives Eternal Life.

The religion of works that Martin Luther taught in ALL his writings, ALL of his life were exported ALL over the
world. Martin Luther believed that you have to be baptized to be saved. He said it over and over again.
“Here are his words from Page 174 of The Small Catechism.

e “II. THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM. What does Baptism give or profit? It works forgiveness of sins,
delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and
promises of God declare.”

e Or, from his Large Catechism, P. 83, #24. “To put it most simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and
purpose of Baptism IS TO SAVE.”

e Nor did Luther believe that you had to have faith for baptism to be valid.

e “Further, we are not primarily concerned whether the baptized person believes or not, for in the latter
case, Baptism does NOT become invalid.” (Large Catechism, P.87, Par. 52). “Baptism is valid, even
though FAITH be lacking.” (Par. 53).

Now, we turn to the Catholic organization and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, p. 319, Paragraph 1252
Infant Baptism," which reads as follows:

e “The practice of Infant Baptism is an immemorial TRADITION of the church. There is explicit
testimony to this practice from the Second Century on, and it is quite possible, that from the beginning
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of the apostolic preaching, when whole "households" received baptism**, infants may also have been
baptized."

**Note: Acts 16:33 tells us that when the Jailer “was baptized, he and all his [house],” Acts 16:34 adds the
fact that he was “BELIEVING IN God with all his house.” Only those capable of believing were baptized and
that certainly did not include infants!

In reading their (the Catholic organization’s) statement, it reveals that infant baptism is a TRADITION;
therefore not found anywhere in the Word of God! The words "quite possible" and "may also" show they are
grasping at straws to try to give some kind of authority to an unscriptural TRADITION!” (Source: Excerpt from
Martin Luther, Master of Deceit by Author)

The Catholic and Lutheran Organizations Do Not Have the “Keys of Hell and of Death.”

The same guarantee of God backing up His Word from Heaven is in Christ's words to Peter in Matthew
16:19,

"And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on Earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on Earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Vine's An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words has this to say in reference to the Word "bind":

"The Lord’s Words to the Apostle Peter in Matthew 16:19 as to binding and to all the disciples in
18:18 signify, in the former case, that the apostle, by his ministry of the Word of life, would keep
unbelievers outside the kingdom of God; and admit those who believed."

The "keys" spoken of in Matthew 16:19, were first used by Peter on the Day of Pentecost, as recorded in
Acts, Chapter 2. Nowhere did Peter, or the Eleven, ever even HINT that they could, or would, forgive anyone's
sins! The whole chapter is a testimony concerning Christ. The people were saved because of the Word of God
that Peter preached. They were, then, baptized as a public testimony of their faith. Note Peter's Words in Acts 2:41,

"Then they that GLADLY RECEIVED HIS WORD were baptized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls.”

Peter used the "keys" (symbolic of God's Word) again in Acts 10. God sent Peter to the Gentile, named
Cornelius, to show the Jews that the Gentiles could be saved also. Read Chapter 10 and nowhere do you find
Peter EVER claiming the power to forgive anyone's sins. Peter directed the lost to Christ and Him alone! Here are
Peter's words in Acts 10:43,

"To him (Christ) give all the prophets witness, that through his (Christ’s) name whosoever BELIEVETH IN
HIM (Christ) SHALL RECEIVE REMISSION OF SINS."

Unlike Peter, some clergy, through pride, love to claim this power for themselves. They love to mediate
between God and man. In doing so, they outright deny and resist God’s Word. 1 Timothy declares in 2:5,
"For there is one God, and ONE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MEN, the man CHRIST JESUS.”
When God's servants preach His Word on Earth, it will divide—those who believe it are saved and—those
who do not are lost! God's Word is so powerful it will divide as a sharp, two-edged sword that cuts both ways.

"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12).

Isaiah 55:11 declares that His Word will not return unto Him void and empty.
"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto | sent it."

Those, in Matthew 16:10, that are bound on Earth, are those who have believed the WORD and are saved.
They have the promises of the Omniscient and Omnipotent God that, in Heaven, He will make good the promises
that He gave on Earth.

The same goes for those who reject God's Word (John 3:36). Even though many do not believe in Christ, the
Word of God, or Hell, it will not alter God’s faithfulness to His WORD when He pronounces their final sentence
in Matthew 25:41,
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”..Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."

Then they will realize that—not in all the New Testament, nor in Peter's two epistles—is there the vestige,
either claimed or exercised, of Peter forgiving anyone's sin! Who will you believe? Man or God? Romans 3:4
makes it perfectly clear concerning God's Word,

"God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar..."
(Source: Excerpt from Who Can Forgive Sins? A Minister, A Priest, Or Jesus Christ? By Author)
The Eternal Christ Has the Authority of “The Keys of Hell and of Death.”

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
and of death.” (Revelation 1:18)

Therefore, we find out that Christ is the One who has the “keys of hell and of death,” in John 14:6,
“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

Revelation 1:19. The Outline of the Book of Revelation.
1. First Division: Chapter One.
“Write the things which thou hast seen,...”

The Past. John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the
Founder of the Church. It is not anyone else. It is none of the Apostles, it’s not Peter, it’s not the Baptists, and
it’s not the Lutherans, nor the Catholic organization. It is no one but Jesus Christ who is the Chief
Cornerstone. He is the Founder of His Church.

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three.
“...and the things which are,...”

The Present. The “things which are” are covered by Chapters Two and Three, and those are the letters to the
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Book’s writing.

3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two
"...and the things which shall be hereafter;”

The Future. Hereafter” means after Chapter Four. The Church is pictured as being raptured up, or taken out of
this Earth. The Church is the Body of Christ, the One New Man, made up of every born-again believer.
Nothing has transpired here on Earth, as yet, to fulfill anything from Chapter Four on. From Chapter Four to
the end of the Book of Revelation, it is all yet future.

Revelation 1:20. The Mystery of the Seven Stars.”

“The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks.
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are
the seven churches.”

Who are the seven stars that Christ holds in His right hand? In Scripture, the word “mystery” does not mean
something hidden. It is a truth, previously hidden, but now revealed at the proper time. Since the Book of
Revelation is an open book, the “mystery” is quickly solved. “The seven stars are the angels [Gr. angelos,
‘messengers] of the seven churches.” These are the pastors who bring Christ’s message to their congregations.

What are the Seven Candlesticks?
“And the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”

For the word “angels,” here, a better translation would be “the pastors.” Why do you say that, Pastor
Younce? The word “angels” is translated from the Greek word, “angelos,” meaning “deputy, messenger, or
saint,” according to the context. Angels truly are God’s messengers. They brought the messages to Daniel, and
they brought them during Christ’s time. However, the seven stars—since this is used in the context of the seven
churches—would be the messengers that God has sent to the churches, or the pastors that He has sent there to
pastor these churches.
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So! It should read, “The seven stars are the pastors of the seven churches, and the seven candlesticks which
thou sawest are the seven churches,” and Christ stands in the midst. He is standing there in the midst, as we’re
going to see from our study of the seven churches here. We just wonder. What about your church? Is He in the
midst of your church? We have so many people who fight for their church, instead of for Christ.

When I was going through Bible College, we pastored a little church over on Marco Island, south of Naples,
Florida. I would work all week, attend college, then drive over from Miami on weekends. My wife would just
stay over there in the parsonage with the children.

The “Belle of Paducah.”

We had a lady visit our church one Sunday morning from Paducah, Kentucky. She was quite a charming
lady, a true Southern Belle. But she was so proud that she was a Southern Baptist. I’ve found this from
experience. When you hear someone always bragging about I’'m a Lutheran, or I’'m a Catholic, or I'm a Baptist, |
have to wonder. Are you a born again Lutheran? Are you a born again Catholic? Are you a born again Baptist?

She began to tell us about her “jail ministry,” and the Lottie Moon Fund, and whatever else she found
irresistible about that organization. It soon became clear that what she was telling people about the way to go to
Heaven, did not agree with God’s way of salvation in the Bible.

When you get the emphasis on your denomination, instead of on the person of Christ, I begin to question
whether you’re saved. Now, [’'m not saying whether you ARE, or not; but, it is a sure thing [ am going to ask you
about it. If it’s more important to you to be identified with a particular denomination, whatever it might be, you
have your priorities wrong. Being a Catholic does not take you to Heaven. You can be a Catholic and go right
straight to Hell. You can be a Baptist and not be saved. You can be a Methodist and not be saved. Being a
member of a denomination never gives you Eternal Life. A lot of times that denomination wants you to believe
that, if you do everything they say, you are saved. That is simply not true. If you “believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, thou shalt be saved.” Every church has to be tested on its own merits.

This lady came down and she was bragging “Oh, I'm a Southern Baptist,” and telling everyone what a
wonderful organization her Southern Baptist Convention was.

After church I asked if I could have a minute with her by herself.
She said, “Yes, Sir.”
I asked the same question I always ask. “Do you know if you’re going to Heaven when you die?”

She said, “Well—well, I’'m pretty sure I am. You know I have gone to that church since I was just a little
girl. I have always tried to be a good person, and I am very active in my church. I really don’t know why you
would ask me a question like that.” At that point, the charm began to fade.

We talked a little bit, and I said, “Ma’am, I’d like to point something out to you. Christ doesn’t care if you’re
a Baptist or not. He would like for you to testify that you are saved because you believe he paid for your sin on
the Cross, and that you trust Him, and Him alone, as your Savior. You have your entire mind twisted up,
compared to the Bible, because you are talking more about your denomination than you are about Jesus Christ.
Are you actually trusting just going to church on Sunday morning, and belonging to this denomination is going to
get you to Heaven? If so, then you need to rethink your situation, and believe what the Bible says. I find nowhere
in the Bible where it says: ‘If 'm a Baptist, ’'m going to Heaven.’” The Bible says that,

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

And how did the “Belle of Paducah” respond? With a haughty “Humph,” and off she flounced down the aisle
of the church, never to allow that subject to be brought up in her presence again. That might sound humorous at
first, but Folks, if she went on that way, that beautiful Southern lady split Hell wide open!

The point is, Jesus Christ is the only Savior, and accepting His payment for your sin is the only way to
Heaven.
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Zechariah 12:1-10 Used In Witnessing to a Jewish Person about Their Messiah.

Just like the famous television detective, Colombo, there is “just one more thing” we want to bring out here
before we finish up with Chapter One. We are going to digress to Zechariah 12:1-10, an excellent passage to use
when you are speaking with Jewish people that do not recognize Jesus Christ as their Messiah. They have
accepted over some 30 false messiahs and rejected the only true Messiah, Christ Jesus. You will find the Book of
Zechariah is one of the most amazing books in the Old Testament, especially in Chapter Twelve. You can isolate
words in this chapter, and show the Jewish people that Jehovah God is none other than Jesus Christ in the flesh.

We have just read in Revelation 1:7 that “...every eye shall see him.” Of course, we know that with the
satellite systems that we have beaming their signals back to the Earth, when Christ comes, the whole world will
see His coming in glory.

We want to point out one thing right before we start, and we thank God for the King James translators that
made this distinction. They’ve done this all the way through the Bible, so it is very easy to understand. When you
look at the words, “LORD,” and “GOD,” you see they are all capital letters. When you check your concordance,
you will find that is Jehovah, “J-H-V-H.” That is what was called the “Tetragrammaton,” or the
“Unpronounceable Name.” With the vowels included, we pronounce it Jehovah. We pronounce it the way the
Bible gives it. But when you come to the word “God,” written with a capital “G” and small letters, it is always
“Elohim.” “El” is for God and “im” in the Hebrew is the plural, as in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God.” That is
not Jehovah. That is Elohim. That sort of blows the mind of the Jehovah’s Witnesses; nevertheless, that is what
the Bible teaches. That is “the Putter-forth of Power,” or, “Elohim.”

We are going to show you in Zechariah, Chapter Twelve, how you can use this chapter to show the Jewish
person that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, God Himself. Notice in Zechariah 12:1.

“The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens,
and layeth the foundation of the Earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him” (Zechariah 12:1).

You say: “If you’ll notice, the word ‘LORD’ is all capital letters. Look this up in your concordance you
will find it is ‘Jehovah.” Then, you come on down to Verse Two,”

“Behold, !Wi|| make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the
siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem” (Zechariah 12:2).

You bring this to their attention: “Behold, I,” that’s Jehovah! And, in Verse Three,

“And in that day will ! make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it
shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the Earth be gathered together against it” (Zech. 12:3).

You say: “I,” that’s Jehovah! Go with me to Verse Four,”

“In that day, saith the LORD !will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and |
will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness”
(Zechariah 12:4).

You say: “See there. It is ‘LORD,’ all capital letters, that is Jehovah.” You can thank the King James
Translators for this. It is so much easier to understand with that distinction made in the English Translation.
Wherever you find in the Old Testament, all capital letters for “LORD” or “GOD,” and you look it up—Ilook
everyone you want to up—it will always be “Jehovah.” Let’s continue. We’re just pretending we have a Jewish
person here that we’re showing that Jesus Christ really is God in human flesh. “Notice in Verse Six,”

“In that day will ! make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire
in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem
shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem” (Zechariah 12:6).

Show them that: “I” is Jehovah. Look now in Verse Seven,”

“The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the
inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah” (Zechariah 12:7).
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You say: “The ‘LORD,’ and that is all capital letters again. That is ‘Jehovah.” We go on down to Verse
Eight. You just hang in there with me a minute, and I’ll show you what we’re getting to here.”

“In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that
day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them”
(Zechariah 12:8).

You say: “Shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem;” ‘LORD’—all capital letters, and when
you look it up in your concordance, that is ‘Jehovah.” We come on down here to Verse Nine,”

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that! will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem”
(Zechariah 12:9).

Show them: “I,” that’s Jehovah speaking here. And °...I will seek to destroy all the nations that come
against Jerusalem.” Now, get this in Verse Ten,”

“And ! will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon me WHOM they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him,
as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn” (Zechariah 12:10).

Show them: “And I will.” That’s Jehovah. Get this, now! ‘...and they shall look upon ME—Ilook upon
ME—whom they have pierced...” That is Jehovah! Jehovah is going to die in human flesh, as the Lord Jesus
Christ on the Cross, and Jehovah truly is Christ and the Jewish Messiah!” Hopefully, they will realize that Jesus is
God in Human Flesh, and He is their Messiah that was crucified for their sin. Go now to the Second Part.

Zechariah 12:10. Christ is the First and the Last.

We are saying, “Show this to a Jewish person.” This is one word, from one verse, that will show them
Jesus Christ truly is God in human flesh.

| “and they shall look upon me WHOM they have pierced,...” Zechariah 12:10b).

You will notice here the little word “whom.” This is very interesting, as it is
composed of the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet, “Aleph” and “Tav.” In
Revelation 1:8, Christ is the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, the “Alpha” and
the “Omega.” He is the “beginning” and the “ending,” you see.

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and

which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” Tav Aleph

In Revelation 22:13, He is...

“...Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”
We see Jesus is none other than Jehovah. In the Hebrew alphabet it’s “Aleph” and
“Tav,” the first and the last letters of the Hebrew alphabet in the Book of Zechariah. He is
the “Alpha and Omega, the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet, in the Book of ALPHA and OMEGA
Revelation. Jesus Christ is none other than Jehovah, Himself. We use the word “whom”
to show that.

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and THEY ALSO WHICH PIERCED HIM:
and all kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” (Revelation 1:7)

So, “every eye shall see him” is speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ when He comes back in glory. And, “all
kindreds of the Earth, they shall wail because of him...” We find out that Zechariah prophesies about the Lord
Jesus; and if you go on in the book, you will find out in Zechariah 14:4,

“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and
the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall

be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the
south.”
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A Gem from the Bible’s Coffer of Jewels.

In the section on how to use the Twelfth Chapter of Zechariah to witness to a Jewish person, I made the
statement that the word “whom” in Zechariah 12:10b is spelled with the first and last letters of the Hebrew
alphabet, “Aleph (N) ” and “Tav (J7).” 1 thought I would prove it by scanning a page from one of the Bibles I
have in my library. The “Aleph” and “Tav” are in the lower right-hand corner of the verse outlined in blue.
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Note: This Hebrew Old Testament belonged to a gentleman who signed his name in the corner of what, to us,
is the very back page, but in a Hebrew Bible, is the first page. Hebrew, of course, is written from right to left, and
the Bible reads from the back to the front. On that page he noted that he had begun reading on May 23, 1933. He
made a few notes on the first few pages and.., then, there is nothing more. The only English words to be found
have been left by an inked stamp, “Printed in Germany,” and the verse and chapter numbering. I have no clue as
to where I got this Bible, but given the fact that on March 23, 1933, Hitler became the de facto dictator of
Germany, and on May 10, 1933, in Germany, they burned all the “non-German” books, it is probably a miracle it
survived at all. There is a saying, “When books are burned, the burning of people will not be far behind.
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But before we close this section, let me tell you this. The most important decision you’ll ever make in your
life is not what home to buy, or what stocks, bonds, or CDs to invest in. When you die, they are all going to be
left behind. The most important decision you need to make is—where is your spiritual home going to be? Where
are you going to spend your eternity? Jesus said He has a place prepared for you.

“And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am,
there ye may be also.”(John 14:3)

God allowed His Son, the Perfect Lamb of God, to die on the Cross on Calvary, so that when you die, your
sins will have been paid for. They were paid for 2,000 years ago. The price for your sin has been paid, and you do
not have to go to Hell and do it yourself. God says, “If you accept that payment, realizing there is nothing you
can do to save yourself, you are passed from death to eternal life.”

The minute it comes time to leave this world, I will leave my home behind. I will leave my car behind. I will
leave all my possessions behind. I have never seen a hearse pulling a U-Haul trailer yet! I have never seen one
that even had a trailer hitch. I hope to have many possessions in Heaven, because God loved me, and I wanted to
use my life for Him. I hope you’ll do that. Don’t trust your water baptlsm Don’t listen to these modernistic
preachers who are trying to divert you away from Christ by saying they can forgive your sins, as the Lutheran
preachers and Catholic priests claim to do. Simply believe that Christ died for you, and He makes you two
promises: 1. “You will never perish, 2. but have everlasting life.” We hope you’ll do that and have the peace that
passes all understanding.

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7)
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“Now the LOKD had said unto Abram, (et thee out of thg country,
and from thy kinc{recj, and from thy fathers house, unto a land that ] will

shew thee (i )

And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thce, and make t}‘ny
name great; and thou shalt be a b]essing (2):

And | will bless them that bless thce, and curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”

(Genesis 12:1-3
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6. Original Temple of Artemis in Ephesus.

We begin at Ephesus. Isn’t this amazing! One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was the
magnificent Temple of Artemis built to the goddess Diana, or, the Greek Artemis. The cult of Diana
encouraged a lot of trade. Silver smiths in Ephesus prospered by selling shrines and images of Diana. You will
find that in Acts, Chapter 19. The image of this idol was one of the most sacred in the ancient world, but it was
by no means beautiful. She was depicted as a lewd goddess with four rows of breasts. Legalized prostitution
dominated the city. Sin does have its day of judgment, and where the original Temple of Artemis stood is a
swamp. The ruins of the temple have sunk into the ground and vanished.

To the right is the
Temple of Hadrian, in
Ephesus, dedicated to
Emperor Worship.

The world of the
great Apostle John’s
day, and, in which the
members of the con-
gregations of the Seven
Churches lived, was not
an easy one. Even
without modern diver-
sions such as TV,
internet, and movies,
sin still abounded on all
sides
(The biblical world. blog-
spot.com / 2012-06-17
archive. html).

7. Temple of Hadrian in Ephesus
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8. Excavated Terrace Home in Ephesus...Owned by Someone In the Upper Class. A Very Nice 1st Century Home.

Ephesus terrace houses are located on the hill opposite the Hadrian Temple. Also called "the houses of
the rich," they are important for the reason they give us information about family life during the Roman
period. They were built according to the Hippodamian plan of the city in which roads transected each other at
right angles. There are six residential units on three terraces at the lower end of the slope of the Bulbul
Mountain. The oldest building dates back into the First Century BC and continued in use as a residence until
the Seventh Century AD.

Ephesus terrace houses are covered with protective roofing like those on Roman houses. (They had
overlapping roof tiles made of fired clay, but sometimes of marble, bronze, or gilt.) The mosaics on the floor
and the frescos have been consolidated and two houses have been opened to the public as a museum.

They had interior courtyards (peristyles) in the center, with the ceiling open, and were mostly two-storied.
Sadly, the upper stories have collapsed during time. On the ground floor were living and dining rooms open to
the hall, and upstairs there were bedrooms and guest rooms. The heating system of the terrace houses were the
same as that in the baths. Clay pipes beneath the floors and behind the walls carried hot air through the houses.
The houses also had cold and hot water. The rooms had no windows, and were only illuminated with light
coming from the open hall, so that most of the rooms were dim.

At the time the Apostles Paul and John were there, Ephesus was the capital of Asia Minor, most of which
is now Turkey. These were beautiful, cultured cities, however, the culture of that day was pagan, humanistic,
and permissive. Ephesus had a population of more than 250,000 in the First century B.C., making it the second
largest city in the Roman Empire after Rome, and also the second largest city in the world.

The atmosphere of the cities in which the people of the Seven Churches of the Book of Revelation lived
and worked was trying for a Christian. Much of what they had to contend with is the same as we have today:
idol worship, prostitution, greed, and prejudice. Nothing has changed in 2,000 years, has it?
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9. THE LIBRARY OF CELSUS AT EPHESUS.

Ephesus: The Rest of the Story.

At one time, Ephesus had a harbor and road system that made it the most accessible city in Asia. The
climate was exceptionally fine and the soil was extremely fertile. Under Roman rule, it shared governance of
Asia with Pergamos. The true drawing power of Ephesus was in its licentious, pagan religion. It was the home
of the Temple of Diana, or, Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the World.

Ephesus had a magnificent deep water artificial harbor formed by dredging, but in time, dredging of the
harbor ceased and it silted up. This destroyed one of their two major commercial advantages, and the ruins of
the city are now approximately five miles from the water’s edge. The second part of the economy of Ancient
Ephesus was built on the cult and Temple of Diana (Artemis), called the Artemision. This pagan religion was
entirely incompatible with the Christian faith that blossomed in Ephesus. Praise be to God that Christianity
won! When the temple burned to the ground for the seventh time in 262 AD, no one cared enough to have it
rebuilt.

Paul and John labored there. Ephesus was the place where Paul spent the largest portion of his ministry.
He was there longer than with any other of the churches, even meeting with the elders when passing nearby.
Paul had spent over two years in Ephesus during his third missionary journey. This is, no doubt, the reason for
the strong church which grew in that city. A careful reading of Acts 20:23-28 gives his last words to the
beloved congregation there, and reveals the wisdom and dedication of the great Apostle to the churches that he
founded. That was about A.D. 55 to 57 A.D. It was a sad farewell. Paul also wrote the two Corinthian Epistles
while he was at Ephesus.

The Apostle John later administered the churches there in Asia Minor, and tradition says he returned there
to continue after his release from Patmos. It was here that John spent the latter part of his life, and from here
wrote the Gospel of John and the Epistles of 1, 2, 3 John. Ruins and a small village are now the only remains
that exist there. However, the beach side tourist destination of Selcuk is nearby.
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ROMAN ROADS: STRENGTH OF EMPIRE, THE PAX ROMANA, AND AN OPEN DOOR FOR THE GOSPEL.

10. Ancient Roman r

oad near Tall Aqibrin in Syria. This road connected to Antioch.

At the writing of the Book of Revelation, most of Asia Minor was firmly in the control of the Roman
Empire. Roads were a vital part of the development of the Roman state, from about 500 BC through the
Roman Republic, and finally the Roman Empire. On these roads the Romans moved armies, trade goods, and
communicated. At its height, no fewer than 29 great military highways radiated from Rome. Hills were cut
through, and deep ravines filled. The Empire was divided into 113 provinces crossed by 372 great roads.
These were the lifeblood of Ancient Rome. Over some 700 years, the Romans built more than 55,000 miles of
paved highways throughout Europe, enough to circle the globe. Many still can be seen today. Over them,
sandaled feet carried the gospel throughout the known world at that time. “Pax Romana” means “the Roman
Peace.”™™

11. A Street in the Archaeological Ruins of Ephesus.

“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”

A street in the ruins of Ephesus, the largest open air museum in Turkey. The Apostles Paul and John,
undoubtedly, walked here as they were preaching and teaching.
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Tp Picture.

. The Main Street of Laodicea. -

Below, in recent years, Laodicea's main street has been partially restored. Beneath the road is a sewer
system for carrying dirty water from homes and businesses.
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Philadelphia: Two of the four pillars remaining of a Byzantine Church dedicated to St. John, or, the
Apostle John. They stand like an “open door” reminding us that the Savior said to them in Revelation 3:8: “I
know thy works and I have set before thee an open door.” Sadly, Turkey is a secular Muslim country, but it is
certainly an “open door” for the Gospel. It is not a mission field for the faint of heart, but our Lord also said in
this same verse, It is a “door that no man can shut.”

A few scattered
stones are all that is
left of Thyatira. In the
background are the
remains of a Temple to
one of their many
gods.

The Pantheon of
Gods in Thyatira in-
cluded Tymnos, their
sun god, also known as
Apollo by the Greeks
There was Aescula-
pius, God of Medicine,
Bacchus, Artemis, and
several others, as well.
The remains lie in the
city center of Akhiser,
Turkey.

15. The Remains of Thyatira Surrounded by the Modern Turkish City of Akhisar.
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16. Altar from the Temple of Zeus at Pergamos.

Satan’s Seat” is thought to be the Altar from the Temple of Zeus at Pergamos, built 300 A.D. All that is
left in Turkey is a huge base, with the rest being in the Berlin Museum. Patrons of the Museum enter on a
stairway just like those who sacrificed to Zeus in 300 A.D. The temple was continuously in use after the time
of the Apostles and before. When temples were destroyed, they simply built a newer, better one!

3 i RSP NOEH, o £t 2l TSy SR AR, .l Y VPR TRAL ST Y 2y UM Yl
17. Public Domain. City of Pergamum drawn by 19th Century Artist from Excavations.
Pergamos was one of the most gorgeous and rich city states of the ancient world, situated on a hill top,
392 meters above sea level near the Turkish town of Bergama, (or Pergamum)
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18. Digital Ephesus, The Golden Age of Ephesus Map

9. Domitian Square

10. Curetes (Latin, “priest”) Street

11. (Emperor) Trajan Fountain

12. Scholastica Baths (Named for
the lady who had them built)

13. Latrines (Use for a fee)

14. (Emperor) Hadrian’s Temple

15. Palaces on the Slope (Terrace
Houses)

16. Octagonal Monument

17. Fountain

18. (Emperor) Hadrian Gate

19. Brothel (Let’s just put them
right out on Main Street!)

20. Celsus Library

21. Mazeus & Mithradates Gates

22. Commercial Agora

23. Marble Street

24, Great Theatre

25. Harbor Gate

Entrance to Ephesus
from the Magnesia Gate

26. Arcadian Avenue

27. Four Columns Monument

28. Ancient Port

29. Gymnasium

30. Verulanus Sport Area

31. Harbor Baths

32. Byzantium Palace (Not shown).

Note: Ephesus was much larger.
This is only the city center.
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REVELATION: CHAPTER TWO

“AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE...” EPHESUS, PERGAMOS, SMYRNA, AND THYATIRA.

The Book of Revelation is the last Book of the Bible and deals primarily with Eschatology. Eschatology
means “the Doctrine of Last Things. So, from this great book, the Book of Revelation, or, the Apocalypse, we
learn what is going to happen in the future. Apocalypse means “the Unveiling.” It is not a hidden book. We are
now in Chapters Two and Three where the main subject is the Seven Churches.

We will point out, again, the natural outline of the Book of Revelation. We do this so you can keep it in
mind, and mentally divide the book as you go through it. It is found in Revelation 1:19:

1. First Division: Chapter One.
“Write the things which thou hast seen,...” (1:19a).

The Past. John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the
Founder of the Church. It is not anyone else. It is none of the Apostles and it is not Peter. It is not the
Baptist, the Lutheran, nor the Catholic organization. It is no one but Jesus Christ, who is the Chief
Cornerstone. He is the Founder of His Church.

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three.
“...and the things which are,...” (1:19b).

The Present. The “things which are” are covered by Chapters Two and Three, and those are the letters to
the Seven Churches existing at the time of the Book’s writing.
3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two.
"...and the things which shall be hereafter;” (1:19c).
The Future. The “things which shall be hereafter,” are covered by Chapter Four on to Chapter Twenty-

Two. In “the things which shall be hereafter” you’ll never find a mention of the Church from Chapter Four
on, because it is raptured before that seven-year Tribulation Period begins.

WHAT THE SEVEN CHURCHES ARE:
Seven churches that actually existed at the time of John.

2. Seven local churches that, also, represent seven types of local churches that we have today.

Seven types of Christians. They represent either the spiritual vitality of the Christian, or the spiritual
adultery of a Christian.

4. Seven periods of Church History.

5. Seven churches in these cities of Asia, which will be existing just before the Rapture.

We are seeing them now. You find that we are seeing the same type of churches today, that hold the same
type of doctrines. You will find some like the Church of Philadelphia, that exhibit “brotherly love,” and are
really concerned about winning people to Christ. You will, also, find churches like the Laodicean Church, the
last of the Seven Churches mentioned, that are neither hot nor cold. They’re just lukewarm.

There will be other churches like the one at Thyatira. The name “Thyatira” means “never tiring of
sacrifices.” These are churches just saturated with all kinds of superficial rituals, and traditions, not found in
the Bible. They have a religious veneer; but, inside, they are dead as a door nail! If you went into that church,
you would never hear about how to go to Heaven. You would be lighting candles, coming for communion,
baptism, or confirmation. But you are not going to hear “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved,” and by Him alone.
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In Revelation 1:11, the Savior tells John “what thou seest, write in a book™ (from the Greek word, Biblion
meaning scroll), and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia.” He then lists the seven churches by
name. As we find out in Revelation 2:1, these scrolls are to be sent to the “angelos,” or those responsible for
bringing God’s Word to the churches. In other words, they are to be sent to “the messengers,” or the pastors
of the churches.

“Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, WHAT THOU SEEST, WRITE IN A BOOK
[Greek, ‘biblion,” a scroll], and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia, unto Ephesus, and
unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and
unto Laodicea.”

The serious faults of each of these churches are brought to their attention. Christ exposes them, and the
faults that are exposed in each case are crucial. They are never petty. Only Smyrna, the suffering church, and
Philadelphia, the weak church, have no deficiency named. Surprisingly enough, in these two locations today,
out of the seven, Christian churches actually still exist. The other five locations do not have any.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES.

We find that the congregations to whom these letters are addressed are historical churches, actually
existing in Asia at the time of John’s writing, in about 95 or 96 A.D. These seven churches, as the numbers in
this book indicates, are typical of the strengths, problems, and weaknesses, of all of the early churches, but
also, of churches today.

The one thing upon which there seems to be general agreement is, that “seven” here speaks of the totality
of characteristics. In these seven churches, we have every kind of church, and every kind of member which,
not only existed on Earth in John’s generation; but will, also, exist throughout all ecclesiastical history. In
other words, we have in the seven selected local churches, a composite picture of all local churches on Earth,
at any particular time.

1. Ephesus. The major characteristic of this church was that it had “lost its first love.”

2. Smyrna, is the second church, and was the persecuted church.This church suffered tremendously in the
great persecution under Rome at that time.

3. Pergamos. That was the faithful church, yet, it had tolerated false teachers.

It is the same today. There used to be seminaries that would teach you the wonderful “meat” of the Word
of God. They would teach those that wanted to advance their studies in the Greek and Hebrew. Now some
of these have allowed false teachers to come in and they have perverted the Word of God. Instead of being
a seminary for higher learning, they have become a “cemetery for dead beat Christians.” Consequently,
you learn nothing.

4. Thyatira.This church was dominated by a powerful false prophet. Its name means “never tiring of
sacrifices.” This church brought in many of the sacrifices that are found in church tradition today, but are
found nowhere in the Bible. We will give you many of these when we get to the section on the Church of
Thyatira, and the date when they were incorporated by some of the leaders of the Roman Church. None are
found in the Bible, yet they are still practiced today, leading people to be religious, but lost.

Sardis. A spiritually dying church.
Philadelphia. A faithful, witnessing church.

Laodicea. The lukewarm church.

THE CIRCUIT RIDING PREACHER

We often see church members and even pastors that, when it comes to serving the Lord, they can just
“take it or leave it.” You would say they were “lukewarm” as serving the Lord does not have top priority in
their lives.

Churches have now become social clubs. All I ever hear one lady in town talk about is, “Well, they’ve
asked me to do this for the supper, or they are going to do something else, and they need my help.” I never
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hear anything about Jesus Christ. I wonder if they even talk about Christ? But I will tell you one thing, if you
want to have a feed, you can go there. Why? They have misnamed the church. It is the social club of town. It
is not a church of the town. How they ever got the name “church” on the building, I don’t know, as more
social events go on there, than anything else.

But there was a renowned, fiery preacher, whose name was Sam Jones. He was a Methodist preacher. He
was in a revival in a southern city, preaching his usual hard-hitting messages that were digging into hearts, and
tearing up sin. He preached against smoking, and drinking, and dancing, and cursing. He named them by
name. He was definitely not a lukewarm preacher. In fact, he had become a very hot potato to the Ministerial
Association of that town.

All over town church folks were getting stirred up. Their mousy ministers didn’t meddle in their lives this
way, because they were afraid they were going to lose some members. Finally the Ministerial Association got
involved. Hey, we’ve got something here, and they called a meeting. “Something’s got to be done!” the
President declared. “Let’s call an early morning prayer meeting and we’ll pray for Sam. He’s tearing up our
churches! He’s offending our members. He’s ruffling the fur of our people! We’ve got to do something about
old Sam. We’ve got to get rid of that old boy.”

At the early morning prayer meeting, one dignified minister prayed, “Dear Lord, we pray that you will
help old Sam calm down.” Another petitioned, “Dear Lord, we pray that Sam will not offend our members.”
The next one continues, “Dear Lord, we pray that old Sam will ease up. He’s stirring up a hornet’s nest, and
our folks are going to fire us, if Sam doesn’t ease up a little bit.”

One after another prayed, unaware that old Sam had walked in. When they got through praying, and stood
up to leave, Sam said, “Hold it! Hold it! It’s my turn. Let me pray.”

And, pray, he did! “Dear Lord, don’t make me like these lazy Devils! Don’t make me like that. Dear
Lord, if you dry me up, I won’t have any more folks to preach to than they do. Dear Lord, if I don’t preach
against sin any more than that first fella’ who prayed, I’ll have a smaller crowd than he had last Sunday. Oh,
Lord, send a revival to this town!”

It had one!

What made Sam Jones different? When he was a circuit-riding Methodist preacher, he went into a
Methodist conference one day, and he heard one preacher testify. That preacher said, “Brethren, the preacher
is a king, and the pulpit is a throne.”

As this insignificant nobody, a circuit-riding country preacher, walked away that day, he turned to a friend
and he said, “Did you hear what that preacher said? I learned something today.” The friend said, “What?”” Sam
said, “I learned that my pulpit is a throne and I’m the king. Next Sunday morning I am ascending to the royal
staircase, and the king is taking over his kingdom!”

Sam Jones shook the whole nation up for God. Up and down America, he preached in great city-wide
meetings. He was one man, but he realized he could do something for God.

It’s sad to say, we don’t have those kind of Methodist preachers today. We have them all joining in and
throwing in with the ecumenical movement. If you don’t believe it, ask your Pastor.

We don’t have the fiery backbones anymore, we have the missy-mousy lack of backbone that’s going to
preach what the people want to hear, just to draw acclaim to himself. “Oh, he’s a wonderful man of God.” Did
he ever tell you how to be saved? Did you ever hear about the Tribulation Period? Did you ever hear that Jesus
Christ is the only way to Heaven? That preacher can’t preach that, if he’s joined the ecumenical crowd,
because they don’t believe it. What’s he going to do? Be a hypocrite and preach one thing in his church, and
then tell the boys at the meeting something else?

When I came to town, I had people tell me, “Man, they had a good Methodist preacher down at that
church! They had a good one, but they didn’t want him. He didn’t last long. He preached the Bible. Man, he
preached the Bible! And, they got rid of him. He told them they were sinners. They didn’t want to hear that at
all.”

You have the same thing in every denomination. There are some Baptists that are beginning to get
infected with liberalism, too. They are saying, “We’re not going to preach against adultery. You just come on
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into our church. We’re not going to denounce that. That’s all right.”

We’ll even take in homosexuals that are practicing homosexuals, now. That’s against the Bible. We’re
going to have women preachers. That’s against the Bible. You don’t find that in the Bible anywhere. And,
we’re going to ordain anyone we want to.

What you have now in the majority of your liberal churches, not your fundamental, Bible-teaching
churches is, the people have no discernment, and are, actually, being taught to disobey God. They have no way
of picking that out, because they never read their Bible. They never challenge their minister.

Do you know what they say? “Teach us those things that tickle our ears and will not upset us, and we’ll
give you a little bit of money, but don’t make us uncomfortable!” If Sam Jones, the Methodist preacher would
have preached in some of those churches today, they would either run him out, or he would run them out! One
of the two.

We are living in the end time when the right things are called wrong, and the wrong things are called
right. As we continue, you will see that it was no different in the day of the Seven Churches of the Book of
Revelation.

BACKGROUND OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

As we cover the Seven Churches, may we remind you that each of these churches pictures a particular
period of time in church history.

Seven Types of Christians: They also picture seven types of Christians found in the world today. Some
are serving the Lord, and some have compromised. Some are in a backslidden condition. Some about which
Christ says, as with the church of Smyrna, “I have nothing against you.” Some Christians, there, were really
on fire for the Lord, witnessing for Christ, and doing a tremendous job.

Seven Types of Local Churches. They represent seven types of churches that you can see today. Some
are soul winning churches. Others, like the church of Laodicea, will do anything to get a crowd of people,
bypassing preaching messages from the Bible that bring conviction to the heart of the Christian and the lost.
Consequently, they become an entertainment center, instead of a Christian church. Churches that are on fire
for the Lord are characterized by expository preaching. They preach the “whole counsel of God,” regardless of
whose toes they step on, including what God has said in His Bible about the last days. They are the only hope
for a lost and dying world. 2 Timothy 4:3,4 tells us that the time will come when men will not endure sound
doctrine,

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;(3)

And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables (4).

“When we come to church, just tell us we’re good. Don’t tell us that God says, “You’re a sinner and you
need to be saved.” In Luke 19:10 the Lord said,
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
You’re not even a candidate for salvation, unless you realize that you’re lost and you need a Savior.
Unfortunately, we find a lot of churches that are just nothing more than a social club with all their parties,

pancake feeds, and everything else that they have. A social club where you never hear, “Believe on the Lord
and thou shalt be saved.”

THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS: REVELATION 2:1-7

Revelation 2:1.

“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars
(pastors) in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks (the churches)”
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1. “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand,” becomes a truth, previously
hidden, now revealed at the proper time. Revelation 1:20a gives the answer,

“The seven stars are the angels [Gr. angelos, ‘messengers’] of the seven churches...”
They are the “angelos,” meaning the “messengers” of the seven churches. These are the pastors who bring
Christ’s message to their congregations.
2.  “The seven candlesticks which thou sawest...” Once again, a truth revealed at the proper time.
“...and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.” (Rev. 1:20b)

3. Christ is the Speaker who walks in the midst of the Churches,
“...who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks (Rev. 2:1a).

Revelation 2:2.
Then He goes on to say in Verse Two,
“l know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil:
and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:”

You will always find those trying to sneak into the church under false pretenses, never declaring what
they really believe, or do not believe. That’s why it is so important to have a pastor that preaches the
fundamentals of the Bible, the fact of the eternal security of the believer, the fact of the God Head, and of the
Trinity. All of the cults will deny these things. He must be able to say, as the great Apostle Paul said to the
Ephesian elders in Acts 20:26,27,

“Wherefore | take you to record this day, that | am pure from the blood of all men. (26). For | have not
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God” (27).

Thank God for your pastor that takes this seriously. Thank God for your pastor who is on top of things
and preaches these great doctrines of the Bible. That is how you...

“...grow in the grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus” (2 Peter 3:18).
Ephesus was the largest city in Asia Minor, and the capital of the province.

2. Paul started the church here, and it became the Christian capital of Asia. Paul’s visits to Ephesus are
recorded. If you take time to cross-reference them, you can read about them in Acts 18, 19, 20. Here he
called the Ephesian elders to him, during a sailing layover at Miletus, about 30 miles south of Ephesus. He
told them in Acts 20:22,

“And now, behold, | go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me
there:”

Paul had spent over two years in Ephesus, during his third missionary journey; and, no doubt, this is the
reason for the strong church which grew in that city. A careful reading of Verses 23 to 38 of Acts 22, gives
his last words to the beloved congregation there, and reveals the wisdom and dedication of the great
Apostle to the churches that he founded. That was about A.D. 55 to 57 A.D. It was a sad farewell,

“And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him,” (Acts 20:37).
Paul, also, wrote the two Corinthian Epistles while he was at Ephesus.

4. It was here, also, that John spent the latter part of his life, and from here wrote the Gospel of John and the
Epistles of 1,2,3 John.

5. The magnificence of Ephesus can be seen in Acts, Chapter 19, by the importance assigned to its religious
and political life. Ruins, and a small village, are now the only remains that exist there.

6. It is interesting for you to see what God can do, because “out of his mouth,” we are told in Revelation
1:16, “goeth a sharp two-edged sword.” We are told in Hebrews 4:12 that the Word of God is sharper than
any two-edged sword. It is the Word of God.

7. In the city of Ephesus, they had the Greek goddess, Artemis, known to the Romans as the great goddess,
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Diana. The cult of Diana encouraged a lot of trade, and the silversmiths had a prosperous business selling
shrines and images of Diana. You will find that in Acts, Chapter 19. The image of Artemis, or Diana, was
one of the most sacred images in the ancient world, but it was not beautiful. The image depicted her as a
lewd goddess with four rows of breasts. Legalized prostitution dominated the city.

8. One of the Seven Wonders of the World was considered to be in Ephesus. Here stood the largest, most
important and magnificent Temple of Artemis, built to the goddess Diana.

EXAMPLE OF THE CHURCH AT CORINTH: 1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-13

In 1 Corinthians 5, you have the same type of incident. A man was having an affair with his mother-in-
law, and the church did not mourn; but was “puffed up” about it. Paul, writing to those in Corinth, after having
reviewed that case and having been given the particular circumstances, said, “Here’s what you are supposed to
do. Get this man out of the church!”

“Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” (1 Corinthians
5:6).

Paul knew that this man was probably a great “psychologist.” He, in all probability, had his own
damnable philosophy that would influence a lot people that what he was doing was right! Yet, the church had
tolerated this in Corinth. Paul wrote and said: ““...Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth whole lump” (1
Corinthians 5:6). Don’t let this “prima donna” come into your church and commit adultery, then sit around and
take communion. And, you approve it?”

Paul advised the leaders of the Corinthian Church in Chapter Five, “You leaders...

“To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Corinthians 5:5).

We find out that this particular man did repent, that is, he “changed his mind.” Later in 2 Corinthians, he
was “sorrowing” for what he had. He no longer was “glorying,” but Paul was concerned that he would
“drown” with overmuch sorrow, and in the Second Letter of Corinthians, he said, “Receive that man back into
fellowship.” (2 Corinthians 2:6-8).

“Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. (6)

So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should
be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. (7)

Wherefore | beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him” (8).

We continue concerning the goddess Diana. We find this cult encouraged a lot of trade. As we’ve said,
silversmiths had a prosperous business selling silver shrines and images of Diana. The images, as we’ve said,
were one of the most sacred images in the ancient world. We find that Ephesus was taken over by legalized
prostitution, which had totally dominated the city.

1. As in anything else, sin has its day of judgment. The place where the original Temple of Artemis stood is
a swamp, and the ruins of the temple have sunk into the ground and vanished. There is nothing left but a
column. Isn’t that amazing! (Picture on Page 67a.)

2. Paul stayed longer in Ephesus than in any other city. (Acts 20:31) In His farewell speech to the elders of
the church at Ephesus, Paul warned them of “the grievous wolves that would invade the flock.” (Acts 20:9) Do
you know why wolves invaded the flock? The church did not have a strong leader, after Paul’s departure, and
that’s what will happen in any church.

Revelation 2:6,7.

“But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate (6). He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will | give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God” (7).

1.  “Thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,...” (2:6). People wonder, “What is this?”” Another word of
praise comes forward now, lest they be crushed and despair that the Savior cannot be pleased. They hate the
Nicolaitans! Who were these? Some teach that these were those who first wished to establish a hierarchy in the
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church. You find that “nikao” in the Greek means “to conquer,” and “laos” means “the people,” therefore they
were “conquerors of the people, “the laity.” The Greek speaks loud and clear here.

2. Ignatius and Ireneus, who were Second Century church fathers, however said that these comprised a
group who lived immorally. Christ hated them. We should do likewise. The problem in some churches is that,
those whom Christ hates are honored. Those whom Christ loves are despised. How sad that really is.

3. As I have said many times, the hearts of unregenerate men have not changed in 2,000 years. Of those who
have “conquered the people” in the modern denominations that have a priesthood and a laity, a high
percentage of those in the priesthood are immoral. It is an accepted fact that down through the centuries,
many, from the lowly neighborhood priest to the mighty pope, have been guilty of all the acts of immorality,
fornication, homosexuality, and pedophilia.

DIOTREPHES AND THE APOSTLE JOHN

Go with me to the Book of Third John where we read about a man named, Diotrephes. You have people
like this in churches today, you really do. 3 John 1:9 said,

“l wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth
us not.

In other words, there was a big shot in the church, a big “prima donna” parading around whatever town it
was. He “loveth to have the preeminence among them.” He wants everybody to look at him. He’s in
competition with the pastor. He causes a power struggle in the church. He wants everybody in the
congregation to come to him, and he will be their representative to the pastor. You have that in every church.
How sad it is when you see churches that are split.

Through the years, I’ve seen many of these men. I’ve had them in my church. I’ve had friends that have
had them in their church. You’ll find out that they want the “honor and glory,” but they don’t want the
responsibility. When it comes to shoveling the sidewalks, cleaning the church, visiting the sick, they don’t
want anything to do with that. They just want to get up Sunday morning, come to church, and have everybody
think they are the “big shots” of the church. As one man said, “They are in love with the pulpit.”

Notice what John said in Verse 10,
“Wherefore, if | come, | will remember his deeds...”
John says, “I may come anyway. Diotrephes may not want me to, but I may come anyway, and I am not
going to forget what he has said about me.”
“... which he doeth, prating against us...”

“Prating” means “bringing false charges.” In other words, they lied about John!
“...with malicious words: (9) and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren,
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church” (3 John 1:10).

This man was acting as a tyrant. He was even casting members out of the church. Unbelievable!
Wherever you have the elders or the deacons running the church, you’ll find out you have nothing but pride-
filled men. You’ll have dissension within the church. There’s a power struggle there.

What did John do about that? He informs the church that, in spite of what Diotrephes was saying, John
was on his way and when he arrived; he was going to handle the problem. He tells the church in 3 John 1:10,

“Wherefore, if | come, | will remember his deeds which he doeth,”

Although it says, “If | come” in this verse, it is clear from Verse 14 that he plans to be there “shortly.”

“But I trust | shall SHORTLY see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends
salute thee. Greet the friends by name” (3 John 1:14).

So, John intends to come and, though he may be up in years, this is the one that Christ nicknamed a “Son
of Thunder,” and who has apostolic authority in the church. In Verse 11, he advises the congregation to
“follow that which is good,” and in Verse 12, refers them to Demetrius until he arrives. He ends with a
promise that Diotrephes should definitely pay attention to. “But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall
speak face to face.” Wouldn’t you have liked to have been there during that meeting?
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That church in Ephesus ran up to about 110 A.D.

THE CHURCH OF SMYRNA: REVELATION 2:8-11

The church in Smyrna covered a time in Church History from about 110 to 315 A.D. There’s no criticism
with this church. Let’s look at a few things:

1. Smyrna was the safest and most convenient of all of the harbors.
2. Smyrna was one of the very few planned cities of the ancient world.

3. The most famous street was the “Street of Gold,” which began with the Temple of Zeus, the Supreme
Deity of ancient Greece, and ended with the Temple of Cybele, the goddess of Nature." (Picture on Page
71.)

4. Smyrna was well-known for her loyalty and fidelity. When the soldiers of Rome were suffering from
hunger and cold, the people of Smyrna had stripped off their clothes and sent them to the Roman Soldiers
in trouble.They were very friendly.

5. “The synagogue of Satan” reminds us of the early persecution inflicted against the Christians by some of
the Jews. Some such persecutions occurred at Antioch. You read that in Acts 13:50,

“But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.”

And in Iconium, in Acts 14:2, 5:

“But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the
brethren” (2 ):

“And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to
use them despitefully, and to stone them,” (5).

There was another persecution against the Christians at Lystra in Acts 14:19.

“And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and,
having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.”

When you go through all of Acts covering the first, second, and third missionary journeys of the Apostle
Paul, you come to Thessalonica in Acts 17:5.

“But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser
sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason,
and sought to bring them out to the people.”

There were great persecutions in these cities, here, against Christians who preached the death, burial, and
Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. So, let us not feel sorry for ourselves when someone rejects our
witness, and speaks badly to us. As the Apostle Paul reminds us in Hebrews 12:4,

“Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.”

Revelation 2:8.9.

“And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was
dead, and is alive (Christ); (8) | know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and /
know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.”

(9)

These were counterfeit Christians. They are pretenders. We have those today. They come to church to put
on a front, and to build a lucrative business. Their motive is not to serve Jesus Christ; but to profit their own
pocketbook by belonging to the biggest church in town. There are a lot of counterfeit Christians in some of
those churches, because they are using the church.

1. There was a large Jewish population in wealthy, flourishing Smyrna. Some of them sought to blot out the
infant Christian church. Their error, of course, in no way justifies persecution against the Jews, or, any
other people. The Bible’s desire is to weep for their conversion as we see in Romans 10:1.
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“Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.”

Revelation 2:10, 11.

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and | will give
thee a crown of life. (10) He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death” (11).

“THE SECOND DEATH” - BORN ONCE, DIE TWICE. BORN TWICE, DIE ONCE.

You see, if you are born once, which is your physical birth, then you die twice. You die, physically, and
we go to your funeral; but you’re dead, spiritually, too. The “second death,” we find out from Revelation
20:14, is when you are cast into the Lake of Fire. You are lost! (Also, see p. 359, par. b. to end of p.360).

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.”

But if you’re born twice, that is, you have a physical birth AND you have a spiritual birth, you only die
once. In John 3:7, Christ told Nicodemus:

“Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born again [Gr. an6then].”

“Born again” is translated from the Greek word, “andthen,” and literally means, “born from above.” You
are trusting the One God gave from “above,” and sent to this Earth to die on the Cross. That is the Lord Jesus
Christ.

So, if you have two births, you only die once. You only die, physically, and then you are passed from
death unto life—spiritual life. You’re going to rule and reign with Christ for a thousand years; and, then, go
into the New Heavens and the New Earth. “So shall we ever be with the Lord.”

“Death” in the Bible is “separation.” Physical death is separation of the soul and the spirit from the body.
“Spiritual death” is separation from God. Therefore, the final separation from God is when the wicked are cast
into the Lake of Fire. As we’ve said, this is called the “Second Death,” and that is found in Revelation 20:11-
15.

Then, the penalty of sin is death. God gave that in Genesis 2:17; Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 6:23. Yet, Christ
paid the penalty for everyone who will trust Him. And He said so in 1 Peter 3:18,

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:”

UNCLE CHESTER, LOST FOR YEARS, BUT FINALLY “FOUND!”

Christ bought you with a price. You that are reading this book, I hope you are saved, and not just a church
member! My Uncle Chet went to the large Methodist Church in our town all his life, and was certain he was
headed for Heaven. He had been a member there for thirty years, but no one had ever talked with him about
his soul. In fact, he was a happy-go-lucky person, and he never worried about what would happen after his
death, either. It just never crossed his mind, and off to church he went—every Sunday.

At the request of relatives, the pastor that led me to Christ years ago went, with members of his church, to
visit my uncle. They asked him, “Do you know if you’re going to Heaven?” And he said, “Well, I go to
church.” They said, “We didn’t ask you that? We asked you if you know for sure you’re going to Heaven?”
“Well,” he said, “I can’t really say that I do.” They said, “The Bible promises that you can know that. May we
take a few minutes and show you what the Bible says about how to go to Heaven?” And they led my uncle to
Christ.

He later left that modernistic church. They should have called that church the Social Club of the
Community, because that’s what they were. However, I realize that not all Methodist Churches are that way.
He went on to become a deacon in our Bible-teaching church, and served the Lord. It was wonderful to see the
change in his life. He would witness to people. He’s since gone on to be the Lord, but I remember him
witnessing to me. That is how it is supposed to work. Someone tells you what Jesus Christ has done for them,
and you trust Him as your Savior. Then you tell others. “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.” (Psalm 107:2).

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17)
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“FEAR NONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU SHALT SUFFER...” REVELATION 2:10-11.

We, Christians, hope we are not going to suffer as did the church of Smyrna from 110 A.D. to 315 A.D.
Nevertheless, we are seeing on the nightly news casts the horrific images of people being beheaded, simply
because they are not Muslim.

Yes, at the time of this writing, there are Christians being persecuted all over the world, by an evil
organization called ISIS, or, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. They are attempting to establish a government
called a Caliphate, ruled over by a Caliph.

A Short History and Explanation of the Caliphate.
The Caliph Abu Bakr as-Siddiq [who] was a friend and companion of the Prophet Muhammad,
though Shi'ite Muslims dispute the legitimacy of his leadership and believe that Ali, his son-in-
law, should have been chosen instead. The first four Caliphs are known as the Rashidun in Sunni
Islam, which means "The Rightly Guided" or "Righteous" Caliphs. The Islamic Empire expanded
greatly during this time, from Arabia to Persia, Syria, Armenia, Egypt, and Cyprus.

The caliphate came to an end in the 20th century, when Mustafa Kemal Ataturk declared Turkey
to be a secular state in 1924, and abolished the Ottoman Empire. By announcing the "restoration
of the caliphate," ISIS hopes to place itself as a successor in the line of Islamic rulers of empire.

The militant group Islamic State in Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS), also known as the Islamic State in
Iraq and the Levant [Israel] (ISIL), has declared that it is restoring the Islamic Caliphate,
renaming itself as simply the Islamic State (IS), and naming leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi as
Caliph.

The original Caliphate was established in the year 632 in the Arabian peninsula, and the title of
Caliph, or Khalif, was given to Abu Bakr as-Siddiq who became the first leader, after the death of
the Prophet Muhammad. The word 'Caliph' means successor, and designates the political leader of
the Islamic community, or ummah. By using the language of Caliph and Caliphate, ISIS is
attempting to establish itself as the leader of a worldwide Muslim movement and mobilize a broad
coalition of support by erasing national boundaries. (Huffington Post Online, July 2014 Article).

So we see, even in our time, that Christians are being beheaded and persecuted. Churches are being
destroyed. Just think what it is going to be when the leader of the most evil army of all time, the Antichrist,
indwelt by Satan, himself, turns his murderers loose on Jews, and Christians, in the Tribulation Period. We
begin to see, here, where the Devil cast some of them in Smyrna into prison. We find this as we go on in
Revelation 2:10,11,

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and | will give
thee a crown of life. (10) He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death” (11).

As you recall, the Church of Smyrna was the persecuted church. If you are a Christian, let me just say
this. Friendship with the world is enmity with God. This applies to Christians individually. If you are a
Christian, and you are witnessing for Christ, you are not going to be a friend of the world. If you say, “No,
don’t bring your beer into my house,” you will find out that so-called “friends” will separate from you. They,
actually, want to make fun of you for your Christian testimony. They will do anything they possibly can to
tempt, or ridicule you. “Oh, come on down and have a drink with me. It doesn’t hurt anything. Are you so
“goody-goody” that you don’t want to do that?”

No, God doesn’t want Christians hanging out in the bars. God doesn’t want you sipping the Devil’s
booze. When you take a stand and you lead a Christian life, they will say, “Well, are you some religious
fanatic now? Look out! Here comes the preacher!” This especially happens to new Christians right after they
get saved. Mark it down! If you try to live a godly life before the world, you are going to be persecuted.

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).
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MARTYRS REWARD FOR PERSECUTION IS “THE VICTOR’S CROWN.”|

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and | will give
thee a crown of life” (Revelation 3:10).

When the Devil cast some of them into prison, human eyes only saw
his followers doing the deeds. It was Satan who was behind Herod in his
attempts to slay the Christ Child. (Rev. 12:4). But men could only see
Herod, Satan’s servant. Ironically enough, they may even believe
themselves to be serving God and humanity.

The reward for faithfulness unto death is, fittingly, a “Crown of Life.”
Here, the word for crown is not “diadema,” as we find in Revelation 12:3
and 13:1, also in 19:12, which refers to the regal crown worn by a king. It
is “stephanus,” as we find many other places in the Book of Revelation.
For example, we find it in Revelation 3:11; 4:4, 10; 12:1; and 14:14. This
is the victor’s crown. This crown, a wreath of leaves, was awarded to a
champion in the games, or to a Roman commander who had won a
triumph—a great victory.

Recall here the name of the church’s first martyr in Acts 7:59. Was not
his name “Stephanus” in the Greek? Why, it sure was!

“And they stoned Stephen (Greek —“Stephanus”), calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit.” (Acts 7:59)

The significance of Christ’s promise to Smyrna, is further enlarged when we realize that the Hill Pagus,
with its magnificent buildings, was called the “Crown of Smyrna.” No fault is mentioned to this poor, but
faithful church. As “Smyrna” means bitter and is related to the aromatic myrrh, so, too, as in the case of
myrrh, its fragrance comes from being crushed. Sometimes, God puts the Christian to the test to see if you’re
going to be sold out to the world. Is your popularity with the world more important to you, or your popularity
with Jesus Christ? The Christians of Smyrna were poor and severely persecuted. Poor, because they were
plundered, and deprived of their right to work. For the most part, they possessed little of the Earth’s goods.

19. Victor's Crown - Gr. "Stephanus."

So many, today, put an evaluation on a church by its size. If this church is a big church, it’s got to be a
good church! I remember one lady saying, “Stay with the big names. Go with the mainline denominations!”
You will find out, the mainline denominations are going to be part of the Antichrist’s One-World Religious
System that we will see in Revelation 17. This whole ecumenical movement is nothing more than a diabolical
brainwashing of the people to not stand on the Word of God. “Everybody just get together, but don’t talk
about the Bible, now.” You start talking about the Bible, and you’re going to find out there really IS no
ecumenical spirit. “Whatever you do, don’t talk about what the Bible says,” they say, “That is too divisive!?
Isn’t that ironic, when Romans 16:17,18 tells us to,

”..mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and

avoid them (17). For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (18).

It all comes down to this. Do you want to be brainwashed and follow religion, or do you want
Christianity? “It is better to put your trust in the Lord,” God says, “Than to put confidence in men” (Psalm
118:8). If a person doesn’t want to take what the Bible says, there is nothing you can do with them. They’ll die
and go to Hell, and there’s nothing you can do about that. They are responsible for the decisions that they
make.

To add to their misery, some at Smyrna were cast into prison. In the ancient world, imprisonment was
merely a prelude to death. A man was only a prisoner, until he was led out to die. A famous minister of
Smyrna, in that day, was a man by the name of Polycarp. It was a custom once a year for all to give allegiance
to Caesar by saying, “Caesar is Lord.” You had to confess that, or you were going to die. This, Polycarp
refused to do.
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It was the season for the Olympic games in Smyrna, and the year was about 155 A.D. Suddenly, the
howling crowds cried for Polycarp, and, when he entered the arena, the Proconsul gave him the choice of
cursing the name of Christ and making sacrifice to Caesar, or death. Polycarp’s reply was: “Eighty and six
years have I served Him and He has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?” And,
with that, Polycarp was burned at the stake by the Romans, with the help of the Jews. Even though it was the
Jewish Sabbath, and Sabbath laws prohibited carrying such burdens, they helped bring wood for the fire.

PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH FATHERS.
Polycarp was not the only one to suffer.

2. Ignatius was the Bishop of Antioch and the Emperor ordered his arrest. “Throw him to the wild beasts!”
they said. “May the wild beasts be eager to rush upon me. If they be unwilling,” said Ignatius, “I’ll compel
them. Come crowds of wild beasts. Come tearing, mangling, wracking of bones, hacking of the limbs.
Come cruel tortures of the Devil.” Ignatius said, “Only let me attain unto Christ.”

3. Justyn Martyr and six others were beheaded at Rome. Their statement was, “It is a privilege to die for our
Savior.”

4. Another great persecution was by the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, from about 161 to 188 A.D. He decreed
that the property of Christians should be given to their accusers. He inflicted all types of tortures to make
them deny their faith. Roman citizens, that were Christians, were beheaded. Others were thrown to the
wild beasts. You need to read up on your History, and see what Christians went through for the name of
Christ. Yet, we have Christians today that are so “missy-mousy,” that they are afraid to even witness to
their neighbor.

The Romans staked down many by their hands and feet. They would, then, cut their insides with a knife,
throw corn on their intestines, turn the hogs loose, and allow the hogs to root out their intestines. I know
that sounds gross, but you need to get the book, Foxe’s Book of the Martyrs, and read some of the things
that your Christian forefathers have suffered for the name of Jesus Christ. It will challenge you to witness
to your friends and relatives that do not know Christ. Maybe you know they are caught up into a cult
religion, but you’re sort of ashamed, and you don’t want any problems; so, you don’t witness to them. Yet,
God has entrusted you with the Gospel, because that’s how Christ leads people to Himself. You see:

“... faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Romans 10:17)

5. Ireneus, was a Church Father along with Ignatius. He died a martyr’s death, and before his death, he had
written a brilliant defense of the Bible called “Against Heresies.” He really took a stand.

As we follow church history, we find the Emperor Diocletian started a persecution about 303 A.D., and it
was continued by his successor, Galerius, which lasted until about 311 A.D. The church buildings were
demolished. The Bibles were burned. The tortures were gruesome and unbelievable. The catacombs in
Rome, altogether about 500 miles of tunnels, and about 30 feet underground, were a place of refuge. The
Emperor Galerius became ill and suffered unspeakable torture. He was incurable, and his sickbed became
his deathbed. Then, he granted Christians permission for their assemblies, and asked their prayers for
himself and the empire. He may have become a Christian right before he died.

In the last part of this chapter, before we go on to the Church of Pergamos, Peter knew about persecution.
And by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter was directed to write concerning the Christian who is serving
the Lord, and is suffering for his testimony. 1 Peter 4:12-16 covers this. This is just one of many places where
God warns the Christian about impending persecution. Christ also warns against it in John, Chapter Fifteen.

“Beloved,” and Peter is speaking of a born again Christian, now, in 1 Peter 4:12,

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you:”

I remember hearing the testimonies of some Christians about what happened when they first got saved.
They would go home and tell their parents and relatives, thinking they would be so glad to hear about it. They
thought: “Man, I know I’m going to Heaven. I’'m excited!” They would tell their folks, and their folks thought
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they were nuts! “What in the world has happened to you? What have you got into? Are you some religious
fanatic now?” they asked. No. They just got saved. They had realized that going to Heaven is the easiest thing
in the world! Christ did all the work; so, He could give it to them for nothing. He says,

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: (8) Not of
works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Here’s what the great Apostle said by inspiration in 1 Peter 4:13,14:

“But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy (at His Return).”(13) If ye be reproached for the
name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil
spoken of, but on your part he is glorified” (14).

Don’t get upset if you are reproached for doing something for the Lord. When we first came to Walnut
Grove, we were here quite awhile before a few people finally began to speak to us. They would pass you on
the street, and throw their nose up in the air, or even cross over, and walk on the other side. You almost could
not keep from laughing. You think, “Is this the way they’re raised?”” I suppose it is that way in every small
town. I said to one person, who made a point of ignoring my presence in the Post Office, “Are you speaking
today?” “Oh, Yes! Yes! We’re speaking! Yes,” looking sort of hurt that she had to speak. It took everything
she could manage.

Whether you’re living today, or back in the time of the church at Smyrna; if you’re a Christian, and
witness for Christ, you will find people that are going to hate you. You are here to win them to Christ, Amen?
You’re here to tell them that Jesus Christ is the only way to Heaven. Some of them are going to love you.
Some of them are going to listen. But there will be some of them, too, that are not going to have anything to do
with you because of their lives—they are self-righteous. Notice what the verse says, the...

“... spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is
glorified” (1 Peter 4:14b).

Let us go on the Verse 16,

“Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf” (1
Peter 4:16).

The first thing you learn when you become a Christian is, frequently, people are going to think you are
some kind of nut. You may be a nut in the world’s eyes, but you are screwed onto the right bolt, Amen? And
that is the Lord Jesus Christ.

There are three things to keep in remembrance:
First of all, remember 2 Corinthians 4:4,

“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them”

Second, always remember never to get discouraged over those who reject your message.

“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me” (John 14:6).

“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture’
(John 10:9).

Third, remember the ratio of the saved to the lost.

“Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it
(Matthew 7:14).

THE CHURCH OF PERGAMOS: REVELATION 2:12-17

Pergamos covers a period of time from about 315 A.D. to about 500 A.D. The word “pergamos” means
“tower, or marriage.” Notice Revelation 2:12-14:

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword
with two edges (12 );
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| know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my
name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who
was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth (13).

But | have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto
idols, and to commit fornication” (14).

Revelation 2:12-14. Applied Generally.

Pergamos is a city about 60 miles north of Smyrna. It was the capital of Asia before this was moved to
Ephesus. Here stood a 200,000 volume library, second only to that of Alexandria, Egypt. Therefore, it is not
strange that the word “parchment” is derived from the name of that city.

Here among the gods, one god, the deity of medicine, was honored often with the sign of a snake. We find
a reference to that in Numbers 21:8,9. Upon the city’s Acropolis stood the Temple of Athena, and the great
altar to Zeus, which had a base over one-hundred feet square. These stood 800 feet above the plain, and
fittingly could be described as “Satan’s Seat,” as spoken of in Verse 13. Others, however, feel that Pergamos
was Satan’s seat,” because, here in its three imperial temples, Roman Emperor worship was a cult that
flourished. (Picture on Page 73.)

Revelation 2:14. “The Doctrine of Balaam.”

But | have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto
idols, and to commit fornication”

In Verse 14, we have the “doctrine of Balaam.” You can read about this in Numbers, Chapters 22 to 25. It
was the encouraging of the Israelites to marry pagan wives. Therefore, here in Pergamos, it no doubt refers to
those who teach that it is permissible to mix Christianity and Paganism. The Savior comes with a “sharp
sword,” in Verse 12, to cut these apart; and any, today, who favor the mixing of believers with modernism, or
the “ism” cults. These perpetrate the same sin that took place here in Pergamos.

THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM: ALIVE AND WELL IN CHURCHES TODAY

How do you apply this personally? This is my particular stand as a pastor. I will not perform a wedding;
unless the bride and the groom are both saved. God says in 2 Corinthians 6:14,

“‘Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?”

Sometime back in Southern Indiana, a young lady came and said, “I would like for you to marry us.” |
asked my usual question. “Is your fiancé a Christian?”” She said: “Well, he’s a good man and he drinks a little,
but he’s a good, good man.” I said, “I didn’t ask you that. I asked you, Does he know Christ as his Savior?”
Well, in talking with her, I found out she was a Christian, but the husband-to-be probably was not. They
hadn’t been going to church anywhere, and they hadn’t been coming to our church. Later, after we married
them, they began to come and were faithful almost every Sunday.

Anyway, I said: “Why don’t you bring your fiancé,” whose name was Mark, “and let me talk to him. [ am
not going to marry you to this man, Valerie, unless I find out if he has received Jesus Christ as his Savior, or
not.” To make a long story short, he hadn’t. He told me what church he went to and that was the Catholic
Church. I asked, “Are you a Christian?” It turned out that he had never received Jesus Christ. That church had
told him: “Oh, just be a good person, keep the commandments, and come to church on Sunday, you’re all
right.” And, of course, that denomination endorsed drinking. It’s all right. Their pastors drank.

Mark never knew that eternal life was free. To make a long story short, we led him to Christ and married
them. They became a wonderful family and began to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

I will not marry someone who is a Christian to a non-Christian. “Pergamos” means “tower or marriage,”
and this church was married to the world, it surely was.
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Revelation 2:15-17. “The Doctrine of the Nicolaitans.”
“So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing | hate. (15)

Sin can multiply--and divide! Concerning Verse 15, where one sin is allowed to thrive, as it was with
Balaanism, a second sin is not far behind, which was Nicolaitanism. We found it the first time in 2:6.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; TO HIM THAT

OVERCOMETH will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”

“To him that overcometh...” Remember this in 1 John 5:4,5.

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith (4). Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the
Son of God?” (5).

An “overcomer” is not someone who speaks in tongues, or gets a “second working” of grace. An
overcomer is someone who simply believes that Jesus Christ died on the Cross to pay for his sin, and has
accepted that payment, plus nothing.” As the old hymn says, “Nothing in my hands I bring, Simply to thy
Cross I cling.” I sincerely hope you are an overcomer and have accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God (8):
Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Revelation 2:16. Swift Judgment For the Guilty.

Repent (metanoeo, “change your mind”); or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth. (16)

Christ speaks, and it is done. His word is, therefore, a swift sword of judgment. The command to repent,
as we’ve said, is “metanoeo.” It comes from “meta,” meaning “change,” and “noieo,” “referring to the mind,”
s0, it means “to change your mind.”

When this refers to the actions of a Christian who has been sinning willfully, disregarding the fact that our
Heavenly Father has the right to discipline His children, that Christian needs to change his mind about being
disobedient, and become obedient to what God wants in his life. The believer knows when he has sinned, and
he can go immediately to the Lord for forgiveness.

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Making it a little stronger, a Christian’s repentance means not only a change of mind, it is the taking of
one’s stand against himself, and the placing of himself on the side of God. Thus, this repentance, is self-
judgment. You have judged yourself as is explained in 1 Corinthians 11:31,32:

“For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged (31). But when we are judged, we are
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world” (32).

THE CORRECT MEANING OF THE WORD “REPENT” WHEN ASSOCIATED WITH SALVATION

“The word in the New Testament usually translated “repent” is the Greek word “metanoeo,” and
the word translated “repentance” is “metanoia.” Both of these Greek words have the same basic
meaning: “to change your mind; reconsider; or, to think differently.”

Granted, if a person changes his mind (repents) toward certain sins in his life, he may become
very sorrowful and may even stop those particular outward sins, but the sorrow and the ceasing
from certain sins would be the RESULT of repenting, not repentance itself.

When God tells an unsaved man to repent, He means for that man to change his mind about how
to reach God and accept GOD'S way of salvation. The person must CHANGE HIS MIND from
any idea of religion he may have to save him, and trust Christ's payment for everything he has
done wrong.” (Personal Evangelism Handbook, Dr. A. Ray Stanford.)

Both the imperial temples devoted to the emperor, and those dedicated to the gods, prided themselves in
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holding secrets. The health resorts of Pergamos also had their mysteries. Now, the Christian was shut out of
the temples and their secrets; however, in Pergamos, some evil ones were advocating a permissive mixture.
Christ is holding the sword of separation in Verse 16.

Revelation 2:17. “The Promises.”

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will
| give to eat of the HIDDEN MANNA, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone A NEW NAME
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”

We find out, in the promises to the ones who follow Christ in Verse 17, they have better “secrets” than
any of the pagan mystery cults are able to offer. They have “hidden manna” and a “new name.” Which will
they choose? The mystery cults have hidden secrets. Believers in Christ have “the Truth Revealed.” Let me
ask you? Which will you choose?

If you are a Christian, you are always going to be tempted. God may have a tremendous plan for your life,
but even in the little town that you live in, or wherever you reside, whether it’s a small town—a medium sized
town—or large town, you’re going to be tried. Are you going to seek popularity with the world, or are you
going to witness for Jesus Christ? Are people going to respect you because you tell the truth? Can you be
counted upon, because you don’t run with the bar crowd?

Where do you stand?

As a Christian, there could be many things in your life that Christ wants to use, but can He trust you?
When the ungodly crowd comes around, do you give in and go with them? God says,

“Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing” (2
Corinthians 6:17).

Or, as in Romans 16:17,18, he says:

“‘Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the
DOCTRINE which ye have learned; and avoid them (17).For they that are such serve not our Lord
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (18).

“The Doctrine”—the doctrine we are supposed to mark is the Bible.

Who are you going to trust? The Lord Jesus Christ, or are you going to run with the ungodly crowd, and
lose respect? As one man told me in later years, “Not everyone that laughs when you laugh, is laughing with
you. Sometimes, they’re laughing at you.” You may feel that you have now gained acceptance, but behind
your back, they are laughing about how easily they persuaded you to lose your testimony. No matter how
difficult it is, people will respect you if you keep your Christian testimony, and don’t run with the crowd.

THE CHURCH MARRIES THE WORLD.

The word “pergamos” itself seems to be derived from “pyrgas,” meaning “tower,” and “gamos,” meaning
“marriage.” This makes us think of the city’s tower to Athena and Zeus, and of its marriage of Christianity
with Paganism. Was not this the ailment of the state church of A.D. 313 to about 500 A.D.? It surely was! It
mixed Christianity with its non-Christian emperors. It has been said that since Satan could not drive the church
out of the world by persecution during the Smyrna period, that he attempted to drive the world into the church
in the Pergamos Era. And he surely succeeded.

As we conclude our study of the church of Pergamos, I think it would help to understand a little bit of
History of how this happened that the church became married to the world.

e In 306 A.D., the Roman Army in Britain acclaimed Constantine to be the emperor of Rome. He ruled
over Britain, and he ruled over Gaul and Spain. But another man, by the name of Maxentius, ruled
over Italy and North Africa. Maxentius wanted to be emperor over the entire western part of the
Roman Empire. This led to a showdown!

Maxentius’ army was about three times larger than that of Constantine. Constantine went to Italy with
about 40,000 men to a place called “Saxa Rubra,” about ten miles from Rome. Constantine had worshiped
Mithra, the Persian Sun God, who was honored by the sacrificing of a bull. To the Romans, he represented
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loyalty to the king. His army was greatly outnumbered by
Maxentius’s army. Maxentius also had thePraetorian Guard,
composed of nine cohorts of a thousand men each. One cohort
was always required to be near the emperor, so, they had quite an
army. It was an honor to serve in the Practorian Guard. The pay
was better and the service was shorter. It was voluntary service,
against compulsory service for the Legion. A Legion was
composed of about six thousand men.

Constantine, knowing that he was greatly outnumbered,
looked up one day and described what he saw in the sky. He said
that he saw a cross above the sun, and the words “In this sign,
conquer.” He saw this on the evening before the battle. Whether
he did, or whether he didn’t, who knows? But that’s what he said.
“The next day, October 28 in the year 312, the battle was joined.
It was a furious battle. The Praetorian Guards fought like lions.
They never gave ground, but their ranks were cut down where

they stood. The army of Maxentius was completely defeated. Maxentius, himself, attempting to escape over
the Milvian Bridge across the Tiber River, was drowned.” (The Church in History, by B.K. Kuiper, p. 69).

A GREAT INFLUENCE DURING THE TIME OF THE CHURCH OF PERGAMOS, EMPEROR CONSTANTINE, THE GREAT

The Roman Emperor accredited it all to God. In the city of Milan, Constantine issued an Edict in the Year
313 A.D. concerning religion. The good thing about Constantine was that he now embraced Christianity. He

took it that when he saw the
cross over the sun and the
words, “In this sign, conquer,” it
meant he should embrace
Christianity. He put a stop to all
the persecutions, which was
good. He proclaimed absolute
freedom of conscience. His
reign marked the victory of the
church over heathenism. Then,
Constantine, himself was bap-
tized by Sylvester 1. Sunday
work was now forbidden. You
were not allowed to work on
Sunday any more. He gave
large sums of money to the
churches. In Constantinople,
Jerusalem, and Bethlehem he
erected magnificent church
buildings.

But the result was this.
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was now a confessed Christian,
it was no longer a shame, but
an honor to be called a
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21. Emperor Constantine - Statue at York, Minster Cathedral, UK

Christian. The name “Christian” now secured many great material advantages. The name “Christian” had now
become a passport to political, military, and social promotion. The result: thousands upon thousands joined the
church, mostly heathen. They were “Christian” in name only. What the church gained in quantity, it lost in
quality. The Edict of Milan in 313 A.D. opened the flood gates through which a mighty stream of corruption

poured into the church.
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The conclusion was, Constantine had granted the church freedom of religion and many favors, but, in
turn, he demanded that the church should allow him to have a great deal to say about its affairs. This opened
the door to the church of Pergamos, which became married to the world.

The result was—many professed, but few possessed!

Photograph: The bronze statue by Philip Jackson is by the South Transept of the Cathedral of Minster in
York, England. The sculptor portrays him thoughtfully contemplating his broken sword, which also resembles
a Cross. No one knows with certainty whether Constantine will be in Heaven, but one thing is certain. When
he stopped the bloody persecutions of Christians and Jews, it was a turning point for Christianity.

The sculpture is placed above the spot where Constantine was acclaimed Emperor in about 306 A.D.
Eboracum was a fort and a city in the Roman province of Britannia. In its prime, it was the largest town in
northern Britain and a provincial capital. The site remained occupied after the decline of the Roman Empire,
and ultimately evolved into the present-day city, York, occupying the same site in North Yorkshire, England.
(Many antiquities have been found throughout Britain, dating from the time of the Roman Empire.)

THE CHURCH OF THYATIRA: REVELATION 2:18-29

Revelation 2:18.
“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his
eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass (Revelation 2:18);

1. Forty miles southeast of Pergamos lies Thyatira, now occupied by a small village called Akhisar. It was
named by its founder, Seleucus Nicor, a Third Century B.C. ruler of Greek origin. Thyatira was famous for
its commerce, and it had a main road passing through it. It is believed that this city had in it more trade
guilds than any other city in Asia.

2. Lydia, the seller of purple, was from Thyatira and, most likely, the representative of that guild in the city
of Philippi. We find that in Acts 16:14.

3. The city was known for its cloth production and for its bronze. No evidence has yet been found of an
imperial temple here.

4. Did Paul in Acts 19:20; or, Lydia, in Acts 16:14, start the church in Thyatira? No one really knows for
sure.

5. Christ comes here as the Judge who sees with omniscient eyes what is going on in the church of this
particular city. It may be that, even here, we have allusion which exactly fits this city. The “eyes like unto
a flame of fire,” being the color of the turkey-red Thyatira cloth.

6. He comes ready to judge it with His brazen feet. Bronze is a related metal alloy to brass, therefore “feet
like fine brass.” Boots were one of the city’s glorious products.

Revelation 2:19.

“I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last fo
be more than the first” (Revelation 2:19)

1. Her latter works, her accomplishments were greater than, even, her earlier ones. The Greek construction
shows this to be the meaning more clearly than does the English. “And the works of you, the last ones,
more than the first ones.”

2. The longest of the seven letters is written to, perhaps, the least important of the seven cities, and that is
Thyatira.

3. The problems which faced this city are problems which actually face us today. We find that since there
was no height, nor hill that could be fortified, Thyatira was not capable of any prolonged defense.

4. Thyatira had a fortune-telling shrine presided over by a female oracle called the Sambathe.

92



Revelation: Chapter Two. “And the Things Which Are...” Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, and Thyatira.

5. The importance of guilds was great in Thyatira. It was impossible to thrive in business without being a
member of one, but such membership meant compromise for the Christian. This compromise became the
sin of the Thyatiran Christians.

Revelation 2:20.

“‘Notwithstanding | have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat
things sacrificed unto idols.”

1. We find when we look at the word “fornication” in the Greek, it is “porneuo,” from which we get our word
“pornography.” This word refers to any serious breach of sexual morality; and, therefore, is also used to
picture those who forsake the one true God for heathenistic worship.

2. In 1 Corinthians 5:1, the word is used to depict incest, which is immorality within one’s own family. In
this case, it is adultery—one with his father’s wife. In Revelation 17:1, the great harlot, that’s “porne” in
the Greek, is guilty of fornication, according to Revelation 17:2.

3. “Porniea,” here is mass sexual sin and adultery. It here denotes spiritual harlotry. Care should be taken not
to limit this word to the English meaning “fornication,” which has, in certain states, the meaning of sin
between the unmarried.

4. Comparing Revelation 2:22 with Revelation 2:20 shows that the Greek word for fornication encompasses
adultery also.

This was a great case of the adultery of the church, bringing in extra-biblical things that God had never
given. When God has given us all of the things that we need in the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, we
are not to follow tradition. The bringing in of traditional things Christ condemned. All the way through His
ministry, He condemned traditional things that men made up in their counsels that have no fidelity from
the Word of God, whatsoever. In fact, many of those things contradict the Word of God.

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8).

Satan loves it and Christ hates it!

Revelation 2:21.
“And | gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.”

This verse talks about a Jezebel. Whether this Jezebel is an actual woman who is spreading the error, or,
whether this is some type of movement is not known. We do know that the original Jezebel led her husband,
King Ahab of Israel, into Baal worship and murder in 1 Kings, Chapter 16. You ought to read that in
conjunction with our study here. It’s a very interesting account.

Just as that Jezebel led Ahab into spiritual fornication; some woman, or a group, was leading this church
into a similar sin. “To eat things sacrificed unto idols,” would indicate that the church was being led into
participating in some part of the surrounding pagan worship. All this, the Christians allowed her to teach. It is
strange, isn’t it, how many born-again believers today allow the modernists to teach false doctrine because of a
“big name?”

I’m amazed at some of the great Bible teachers that I respected twenty or so years ago, that I now see
coming out and endorsing certain so-called translations, such as the New International Version (NIV), and the
National American Standard Bible (NASB). It amazes me how they have “sold” their name as an endorsement
for a lucrative sum of money. They have literally sold themselves right down the drain because of endorsing
something that is diabolical.

Let me just say this while we are here. If your church uses the NIV, or the New American Standard Bible,
you have an absolutely polluted counterfeit of the Word of God. You ought to get our DVDs on that, which
show you where you can look for it yourself. You need to get some information on these translations. We have
written information, and you can sit down and put it in front of you. This is the compromise that has come in
to dilute the Word of God, to water it down so it doesn’t mean what it says.They bring these in to get your
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trust away from the Word of God, because, now, there are many verses missing in the NIV, as well as the
NASB. That is another sign of the last days. How will you know what God really has to say?

The source of trouble in Thyatira was centered around a woman called Jezebel. This woman, Jezebel, is
accused of teaching two things:

o First of all, she was teaching the Christian people to “commit fornication” and...
o Two, “to ecat meat offered unto idols.”

In other words, it doesn’t make any difference what you do, we’re just going to act religious. Often, the
best meat was that which had been offered to idols. With the meat, here in Thyatira, came in idolatrous
customs and ceremonies. Here is where the Jezebel cult came in. It was insisted that there was no harm in
accepting the world’s customs and the world’s ways. In effect, if the standards of the Word of God clashed
with business interests, then the standards of the Word of God, in those instances, must be abandoned. That’s
compromise. The Jezebel cult would argue that there was no harm in conforming to the outward rituals and
ceremonies of the world. They held that by being “sensible” in these things, we will be able to win the heathen
much more easily. That was their philosophy, but that is not what God says, you see. How easy it is to
compromise. However, Proverbs tells us this,

“There is a way that seemeth right unto man; but the ways thereof are death.”

PETER USED AS A BAD EXAMPLE

I want to give you an instance of compromise from the New Testament. We find this in Galatians,
Chapter Two. As much as Paul loved Peter and Peter loved Paul, yet when Paul ran into Peter in Antioch and
observed Peter compromising, he rebuked him to his face. Peter was living a double life. He would be one
way, depending on the Jews he was around, and he would be another way, depending on the Gentiles he was
around. Paul recorded this in Galatians 2:11, 14:

“But when Peter was come to Antioch, | withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed”
(Galatians 2:11).

But when | saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, | said unto Peter
before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why
compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? (Galatians 2:14).

Then, Paul goes on to tell us why. You’ve got to admire Paul for his stand on the Gospel. It didn’t matter
if it was a much admired Christian brother, or who it was, Paul stood for Christ! Let me ask you something.
Where do you stand? Do you stand for the Lord Jesus Christ, or, if it’s going to clash with one of your
relatives, do you compromise? Do you just water it down and don’t say anything, because you’re really
ashamed of Christ? We see an example here from the great Apostle Paul. No wonder God used him to write
fourteen of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament.

“But when Peter was come to Antioch, | withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed
(11). For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were

come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision” (Galatians
2:11,12).

When Proverbs 29:25 says: “The fear of man bringeth a snare,” it surely does.
“And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away
with their dissimulation (or their hypocrisy)” (Galatians 2:13).

Peter, you’re an old hypocrite!

“But when | saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, | said unto Peter
before them all, If thou, being a Jew, (Peter), livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the
Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? ((Galatians 2:14)

He put old Peter right on the spot, didn’t he? You and I ought to be a testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ
everywhere we go, we most assuredly should. We shouldn’t be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. We should
testify for Christ and not compromise.
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Since this church, Thyatira, is known as the one that is “never tiring of sacrifices,” I want to give you

some things that have been brought in by the church of Rome. We were relating these to a person the other day
who had been a member of the Church of Rome for years, but absolutely, knew nothing about these
whatsoever. Usually, the pastor will not tell the people. “Whatever you do,” they say, “Do not question what
we do! You just take what we say.” I said to this person, “You don’t really know what you believe, do you?”
The response was, “I never heard that before!”

NON-BIBLICAL TRADITIONS BROUGHT INTO THE CHURCH BY MEN
These non-biblical practices were brought into the church during this particular period of time which runs

from 500 to 1500 A.D.

1.

The Act of Purgatory. 1 have since found out, from a priest, that they do not teach Limbo anymore. They
did away with that, [ understand. Purgatory was brought in the Year 593 A.D. by Gregory, the Great. Prior
to 593 A.D., it never existed. No one ever taught this. This was made up by men who decided we’re going
to include this now.

. Prayers to Mary. Prayers to Mary came in about 600 A.D. A lot of people don’t know this. You should

know what your church teaches. You should absolutely know that! If I have to tell you, something’s
wrong. Your pastor should tell you. You should know that before you ever join.You don’t take a trip
somewhere, if it’s any distance at all, unless you get a road map out to find the road you are going to take.
If you’re joining a church, you ought to ask for a doctrinal statement and say, “I want to know what we
believe here.” Usually, people will join a church because Grandmother, Mother, or Great-Aunt Susie
joined; and if it’s good enough for Great-Aunt Susie, it’s good enough for me! This is like following the
blind into a ditch, God says.

“Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch” (Matthew 15:14).

Worship of the Cross, Images, and Relics. Worship of the Cross, images, and relics never existed before
788 A.D. It was brought in after 788 years by a group of men.

Holy Water was sought and blessed by the Priest. That was brought in about 850 A.D. It never existed for
850 years after Christ.

Canonization of the Dead Saints. This was brought in by Pope John XV about 995 A.D.

Fasting and Eating of Fish on Friday and for Lent. This never existed for the first 1,000 years in
Christianity. In about 998 A.D., they decided they were going to do this.

Celibacy of the Priesthood. That meant the priests could not be married. This came in about 1079 A.D.
The first 1079 years, they could marry like anyone else, but then, they decided to have a decree that they
cannot marry.

The Rosary. Instituted in about 1090 A.D. For almost 1100 years after Christ there was no Rosary.

The Dogma of Transubstantiation. That was decided and brought in by a group of men. You must
remember—none of these things are in the Bible. This was brought in about 1215 A.D.

If you do not know what Transubstantiation is, and you belong to the Church of Rome, let me tell you
what Transubstantiation is. When the priest gives you that little wafer which represents the Body of Christ,
the church dogma is, it turns into the literal Body of Christ. I have talked to many that belong to the
Church of Rome, and they never knew that. When the priest said, “This is His Body, they just took it to
represent the Body of Christ.”

I have asked many who have belonged to this church, “Does it taste any different?” If it doesn’t taste any
different, then it cannot be the literal Body of Christ. They believe that Transubstantiation is, when by the
power of the minister, it becomes the literal flesh that Christ had when He was on the Earth. That would be
cannibalism! But nevertheless, that is what is taught.
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It is not the point of this section to discuss these things now, other than to show the facts of when they
came in. For the first 1215 years after Christ, it never existed. It was brought in by one church, because a
group of men got together and said, “This is what it is going to be.”

12. The Doctrine of Purgatory. The Doctrine of Purgatory came in at the Council of Florence in 1439 A.D.
You ought to go to your pastor and ask him about these things. Have him substantiate them. There’s no
way they can get out of it. You should know this before you join the church.

13. The Seven Sacraments are another extra-biblical teaching that came into existence during this period of
time of 500 A.D. to 1500 A.D. You’ve got to remember that, prior to 500 A.D., none of these things ever
existed. They were all brought in by the ideologies of men. The Seven Sacraments, as doctrine, were not
brought in until the year 1439 also. It was almost 1500 years before anybody even heard about the
Sacraments, then they were brought in by a group of men.

14. Tradition Equal With the Bible. Tradition is the same as the authority of the Bible came in about 1545
A.D.

15. The Apocryphal Books were added about 1546 A.D. Almost all were written in Greek, not Hebrew. We
are not discussing whether these books were right or wrong. We’re just showing you there were no
Apocryphal Books for about 1500 years. These books never claimed inspiration, and contained lies and
errors concerning the doctrinal teaching of the Scriptures. The Jews, along with many scholars, rejected
them from being part of the Inspired Word of God.

None of these things, in this section, ever existed until about 600 years after Jesus Christ. They were
brought in by the ideologies of men. The middle verse of the Bible tells us this,

“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.” (Psalm 118:8)

I have many friends that go to the church of Rome. They were absolutely shocked, as they thought these
things were in the Bible. When they went through the various ceremonies, they just thought they were in the
Bible. They would say, “Come to think about it. They never told any of us to open our Bibles to show us
where it is.” They thought they were in there when God had the Bible written, and not put in by men at a later
date. That you need to know.

For myself, I want to know what God has to say. I don’t really care what some organization is going to
make up; whether it be Rome, the Baptists, or, the Lutherans. I could care less if that’s what Martin Luther
believed. Martin Luther was “balled up” on so many things. He did come out of Roman Catholicism at that
particular time. He did nail the Ninety-Six Theses on the Castle Church Door there at Wurttemberg, Germany.
But when you study the life of Martin Luther, this man had many “hang-ups” that he never came out of, when
he was excommunicated out of the Roman Church. Actually, when he “packed his bags” to leave, he brought
most of them with him. Therefore, I am not going to follow a Martin Luther, but I will do what the Word of
God says.

If somebody tells you something, have them show you Verse and Chapter. If they can not do that, discard
it as the ideologies of men which absolutely mean nothing.

Revelation 2:26.

“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will | give power over the
nations: (26)

"I give power over the nations" was explained by Paul when he wrote to the Corinthian believers in 1
Corinthians 6:2:

“Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye
unworthy to judge the smallest matters?”

The works of Christ are in contrast to the works of Jezebel. We will be privileged to serve in the Kingdom
in the same measure as we serve the Lord during our lives.
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Revelation 2:27.

“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers:
even as | received of my Father.” (27)

“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron;”
This is a reference to the Millennial Reign of Christ in which believers are to share.

Revelation 2:28.
“And I will give him the morning star.”

Christ is the Bright and Morning Star. Christ's coming for His own at the Rapture is the hope of the
church.

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ” (Titus 2:13);

Revelation 2:29.
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

The children of Jezebel will not hear, but the true children of the Lord Jesus will hear, for the Holy Spirit
opens our ears.

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14).

97



T he Seven Blessings

“Blessed is he that readeth, and theg that hear the words of this
Prophecg, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is
at hand.”

— Revelation 1:3

« And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, White, Blessec} are
the dead which die in the | ord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that theg may rest from their 1abours; and their works do follow them.”

- Reve]ation i4:17%

“Behold, | come as a thief. B]essec[ is he that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and thcg see his shame.”

~ Revelation 16:15

« And he saith unto me, Whrite, B]essed are theg which are called unto
the marriage supper of the | amb. And he saith unto me, | hese are the
true sayings of (God.

— Revelation 19:9

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such
the second death hath no power, but theg shall be Prics‘cs of Go& and
of (Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

— Revelation 20:6

“Behold, | come quicklg: blessed /s he that keepcth the sagings of the
Prophecg of this book.”

— Revelation 20:7

“Blesscd are thcg that do his commandments, that thcg may have right
to the tree of ]hce, and may enter in throug}w the gates into the city.”

~ Revelation 22:14
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REVELATION: CHAPTER THREE

“AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE...SARDIS, PHILADELPHIA, AND LAODICEA...”

THE CHURCH OF SARDIS: REVELATION 3:1-6

The Church of Sardis covers a period of time from about 1500 to 1750 A.D., known as the Reformation.
People wanted the pure Word of God again. They did not want tradition, or rulings, made up in councils by the
heirarchy of the church, added to the Word of God, and passed on to the people.

In Proverbs 30:6, the Word of God tells us this,
“Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

We come to the Reformation Period and this is the time when they wanted change. They wanted to go
back to the Bible.

1. Johannes Gutenberg of Germany had the first printing press using moveable type in about 1550 A.D.
The first complete book printed was the Latin Bible (the Vulgate), known as the Mazarin Bible, or
the Bible of Forty-Two Lines, because it contained forty-two lines to a page.

3. John Knox of Scotland, was one of the great preachers and reformers. Many denominations started.
But there were a few, Verse 4 tells us, that “even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments...”

Revelation 3:1-3. “Thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.”

“And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits (the
all-knowing) of God, and the seven stars; | know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and
art dead. (1) Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for | have not
found thy works perfect before God. (2) Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent (metanoia — change your mind). If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come upon thee” (3).

Psalm 55:23 tells us ,”..bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days...” You and I never
know when God is going to take our life. We do know from Psalms that we have about seventy years. If we
live to be eighty, we ought to be extremely grateful, but we do not know how long we are going to live. We
could die at any time. We could be driving a car and some drunk could come out in front of us and take our
life prematurely. We could die of a heart attack. In the complexity of our bodies, there’s nothing that
guarantees that we are going to live until tomorrow, but whenever we die, Christians have this assurance,

“...that we are passed from death unto life.”

The grave has no victory over the Christian.
“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” (John 5:24)
“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55)

Well, Christ took the stinger out of death for the Christian, so we do not have to experience that.
Christians are looking for the Rapture at any time, as there is nothing in Bible prophecy to be fulfilled before
He comes. The Blessed Hope of the Christian is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17,

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: (16) Then we which are alive and remain

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord” (17).
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...s0 we have that to look forward to. We have hope that the world does not have. I pray that you have
that hope.

We find out that, in Sardis, there were many who had defiled their garments. We find out, also, that there
was a great Reformation going on of getting back to the Word of God. Many people today are hungry for the
Word of God. When you go to church, do you take your Bible and follow along in it as your pastor brings the
message? Beware if he gets another book out that is not the Bible, but teaches from the song book, or a
Catechism book. That’s not the Bible, folks! The Bible is God’s Word, and He doesn’t really care what some
other man wrote in a book. God wants you to hear about Jesus Christ who “liveth and abideth forever.”

During this Reformation period, there were people who wanted to go back and see what God had to say.
The Word of God was precious to them.

Revelation 3:4-5. “The Book of Life.”

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with
me in white: for they are worthy. (4) He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;
and | will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but | will confess his name before my Father, and
before his angels”(5).

We’ve had people ask many times, “What is this Book of Life?”” We find out from the Book of Revelation
that there are two books. The Book of Life is the Lamb’s Book of Life, and contains the names of those who
have trusted Christ. Their names will never be blotted out, since they are sealed by the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ. The other books contain the works of the lost, and they will be used to determine their degree of
punishment in the Lake of Fire.

Every person ever born has their name in the Lamb’s Book of Life. If you die without trusting Christ,
your name is then blotted out. It is a testimony against the lost at the Great White Throne Judgment, when
their name cannot be found. Christ knows everything about you. He knows every date and time you’ve been
given the Gospel. He knows how many excuses you have provided. He knows exactly what you’re thinking.
He will bring you up out of Hades (Greek word for “Hell”), and you will stand there. Then, He will open the
books, and show you everything about your life, all of your thoughts, all of your excuses, and all of your
philosophy. Then, He will say,

“...Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:” (Matthew
25:41)

It bears repeating. Every person ever born has their name in the Lamb’s Book of Life. It is only when you
die, that your name is blotted out. We find a case in point back in Exodus 32. Moses was sorrowful for Israel
and begged God to forgive them for their sins. He said in Exodus 32:32,

“Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, | pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast
written.”

The Lord’s answer in Verse 33 is this,
“And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will | blot out of my book.”

His name had to be in the book before it could be blotted out. Go with me to Psalm 69, where the wicked
have their names in the Lamb’s Book of Life. We’re going to find out, they are going to be blotted out when
they die. We begin with Verse 22 and go to Verse 28 to get the context.

“Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for their welfare, let it
become a trap. (22) Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to
shake. (23) Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. (24)
Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents. (25) For they persecute him whom
thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded. (26) Add iniquity unto
their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness. (27) LET THEM BE BLOTTED OUT OF
THE BOOK OF THE LIVING, and not be written with the righteous.” (Psalm 69:22-28)

“...Let them be blotted out,” you see. But in order for their names to be blotted out; they already had to be
in there.
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Revelation 3:5. “He that overcometh...”
Who is “He that overcometh...?” We find the answer to that over in 1 John 5:4,5,

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith (4). WHO IS HE THAT OVERCOMETH THE WORLD, BUT HE THAT
BELIEVETH THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD?” (5).

“He that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God” is the one “who overcomes.” You have “overcome”
death. You have “overcome” going to Hell. You have “overcome,” not with your own righteousness,
because...

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,...” (Titus
3:5).

I hope you have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ. You have overcome, because He overcame through His

Resurrection. You’re found in him...”

“...not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith” (Philippians 3:9):

How wonderful it is to overcome, because Christ overcame by the Cross. Death could not hold Him.
Therefore, He died to pay for your sins, and my sins; and, now, offers eternal life freely. That’s why it is...

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God (8): Not of
works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Revelation 3:5. “The same shall be clothed in white raiment;” Our Salvation.

“HE THAT OVERCOMETH, THE SAME SHALL BE CLOTHED IN WHITE RAIMENT; and | will not
blot out his name out of the book of life, but | will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels.”

“He that overcometh...” That is the Christian. It is the one who has believed on Christ, who is “the same
shall be clothed in white raiment.” We are going to be clothed in the white raiment of salvation. That is the
inner garment which is called a “tunic.”

In Revelation 19:7, 8, we find that we can also have “white linen” on the outside. Verse 7 tells us this is
speaking of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made herself ready (7). “And to her (the Church) was granted that she should be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints” (Revelation 19:7,8).

This was the outer garment. The Romans called it a “toga.” This outer garment is “the righteousness of
the saints.” This garment is the same for all Christians. We are going to weave our own garment that will be
seen on the outside. Yes, we already have the inner garment of righteousness, the tunic, which was given to us
at salvation by Jesus Christ.

“And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith” (Philippians 3:9):

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Christ took my sin and nailed it to the Cross, and gave me His righteousness, and put it to my account.
What a wonderful Savior we have. You would never be righteous enough to go to Heaven yourself. How
foolish it is to think that.

When we get to Heaven we will have two garments:
1. The Tunic. — That is Salvation.

2. The Toga — This is a robe of our own making as we serve the Lord.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1)
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God wants you to have a good testimony, so you can be an effective witness for Christ. When is the last
time you passed out a tract? When is the last time you witnessed for Christ? Would you be in the era of the
Reformers here? Would you be able to take a stand and say, “No, I don’t want all of this traditional junk!”
“No, I don’t care whether a group of men sits up there in some council, somewhere, and adds something to the
Word of God. Absolutely not! Count me out!”

Those men are not the Creator, they are the clay. The Potter is God, and the clay is trying to tell the Potter
that He does not know what He is doing. They have decided to add to the Word of God because they think
God is not intelligent enough to put it all together.

However, in Revelation 22:18,19, God says,

“For | testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: (18) And if any
man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” (19)

God tells us not to add anything to God’s Word. Add nothing! Absolutely nothing! Everything God wants
us to know is in the Bible here, from Genesis to Revelation. He doesn’t need some missy-mousy man down
here to be God’s mediator, passing things in a council. Then they go into church, pretend that it all comes from
God, and brainwash the people. Let me say this, “Study the Bible for yourself.”

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

Have you reached the point in your life when Christ can count on you to never be ashamed of what He did
for you?
“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).
“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. (7)

Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God” (2 Timothy 1:7-8);

MARTIN LUTHER, FALSE REFORMER AND MASTER OF DECEIT.

Martin Luther was one of the “Reformers.” When I was researching the writings of Martin Luther, I soon
discovered that he was a master at deceiving the people. Luther, in his Small Catechism, under the heading of
“What does baptism do? states:

1. Frees you from the Devil; 2. Makes you a child of God; 3. And gives you eternal life.”

Another lie that Satan inspired Luther to inject in his Catechism was to add to God’s Word, when he put
the word “HOLY” in front of baptism. Do you know that nowhere in the Greek text does the word “HOLY”
ever appear before the word “baptism?”” The Holy Spirit never inspired any writer of the Holy Bible to pen
“HOLY” with baptism. God calls Luther a liar for adding to His words.

“Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar” (Proverbs 30:6).

You see, baptism never makes you a child of God. John 1:12,13, tells you what does.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name: (12)

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (13).

Something you can check out for yourself. Get your Bible out, and turn to Exodus 20:3-17, and mark the
Ten Commandments as God gave them, in order. Now, get a Lutheran Small Catechism, locate Martin
Luther’s Ten so-called Commandments and compare them to God’s. You will find that Luther did not believe
God’s Second Commandment and omitted it. He took the Third Commandment and made it “Number Two” in
his Catechism. So, when he got to the end, he only had nine commandments after omitting the second one.
Therefore, he took the last commandment and made two commandments by dividing it, thus showing Ten
Commandments in his Catechism. No one would be the wiser, to the fact, that he had omitted the second one.
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In questioning many Lutheran pastors, I have yet to find one who has been aware of this “con-game” that
Luther has manufactured. Luther was an unsaved man who has been, and still is, leading untold millions into
Hell with him! His own words condemn him. “Baptism gives you eternal life.” Here is God’s Second
Commandment as found in Exodus 20:4,5:

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven
above, or that is in the Earth beneath, or that is in the water under the Earth: (4)

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the LORD thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me” (5);

“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.” (Proverbs 30:5)

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (9)
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him” (Romans
5:8-9).

THE CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA: REVELATION 3:7-13.

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true,
he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man
openeth (7); | know thy works: behold, | have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:
for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name (8). Behold, | will
make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, | will
make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that | have loved thee (9). Because thou
hast kept the word of my patience, | also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the Earth (10). Behold, | come quickly: hold that fast
which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. (11) Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and | will write upon him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God:
and | will write upon him my new name (12). He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.”

The Church of Philadelphia brings us to another era of time, from about 1750 to 1910 A.D.
2. There’s no reprimand for this church by the Lord Jesus Christ.

This period of time, from about 1750 to 1910, is known as a “time of brotherly love.” They cared about
winning souls.

If somebody comes up to me and says, “Sir, here’s a tract. I’d like to invite you to church. I’d like to tell
you how you can know you are going to Heaven,” I don’t care what denomination you are from, I’'m going
to compliment you. That person cares about you, they really do. But if you go to a church, and you never
see people from that church witness to anybody, I’'m going to say it again. It shouldn’t have the title of a
church. It should be called a social club. They don’t care about individuals, only about getting members
into their social club, not about getting born-again believers into their church. It’s been a long time since
anyone has witnessed to me.

In this particular period of time, there were great missionaries and Bible teachers.
Many great missionary societies were started.

a. Johnathan Goforth was the first Canadian Presbyterian missionary to China with the Canadian
Presbyterian Mission, along with his wife, Rosalind Goforth. He became the foremost missionary
revivalist in early 20th Century China, and helped to establish revivalism, as a major element, in
Protestant China missions. (en.wikipedia.org)

My wife and I are just going through, for about the third time, “Johnny Goforth’s” autobiography,
written by his wife. He experienced one of the saddest things that could happen to one of God’s servants.
This man, and his wife, spent about fifty years in China doing a tremendous work! He led thousands of
Chinese people to Christ. He did a great work, but when he came back to his home Presbyterian Church in
Canada, it broke his heart. He had left a church that was thriving for the Lord Jesus Christ. They were
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missionary-minded. They sent money to reach the lost. They supported him when he went to China. He
came back and found it was a dead church. They had almost done away with their missionary support. It
broke his heart!

However, in China, he had led so many of the Chinese people to the Lord, that they built churches of
their own over there. The men in those Chinese churches began to train missionaries. Believe it or not,
they sent money back to the Presbyterian Church in Canada! This was the result of his fifty year ministry
in China.

Mr. Goforth was quite a man. Yes, you may never have heard of him, but you should get the
autobiography, written by his wife about her husband, and read it. It will be an inspiration to you. Johnny
Goforth. A very eloquent man. A very intelligent man. I believe he lived to be 78 years old. He was one
of the great missionaries of that time.

b. Hudson Taylor and the China Inland Mission. The First Independent Faith Missionary.

Taylor first went out with the Chinese Evangelization Society, which ran out of money in 1857. Taylor
resigned, and became an independent missionary, trusting God to meet his needs. He was the first faith
missionary, and established the China Inland Mission, believing that God could be trusted to supply the
money.

Because there continued to be so many Chinese to reach, Taylor was criticized by other missionaries
when he sent unmarried women into the interior. He never asked others to do what he would not do
himself. He was a man of faith. In 1881, he asked God for another 70 missionaries by the close of 1884.
He got 76. In late 1886, Taylor prayed for another 100 within a year. By November 1887, he announced
102 candidates had been accepted for service.

"China is not to be won for Christ by quiet, ease-loving men and women," he wrote. "The stamp of
men and women we need is such as will put Jesus, China, [and] souls first, and foremost, in everything
and at every time—even life itself must be secondary."

His new mission, which he called the China Inland Mission (CIM), had a number of distinctive
features, including this: its missionaries would have no guaranteed salaries, nor could they appeal for
funds. They would simply trust God to supply their needs. Furthermore, its missionaries would adopt
Chinese dress, and then press the gospel into the China interior. He, himself, dressed in Chinese clothes
and grew a pigtail (as Chinese men did). This was quite a shock to other missionaries, but Hudson
Taylor’s ways, which others rebuked as radical, resulted in thousands of Chinese people being saved. He
also translated the Bible into Chinese.

He worked hard and had absolute trust in God, and, though he never solicited funds, the mission
prospered. He inspired thousands to forsake the comforts of the West to bring the Christian message to
the vast and unknown interior of China. Though mission work in China was interrupted by the communist
takeover in 1949, the CIM continues to this day under the name Overseas Missionary Fellowship
(International).

You find also that your YMCA movement was started during this period of time.
Men like George Whitfield came to America and began to preach. Many souls were saved as a result. You

had men like John, and Charles Wesley. You had men like Dwight L. Moody, and Charles Haddon
Spurgeon.

If you have never heard of these men, you ought to get their biographies. See what some of these men
accomplished who dedicated their lives, along with their wives, to winning souls for the Lord Jesus Christ.

When men can do great things for the Lord like that, it is a tragedy we still have Christians, sitting right in
this area, too ashamed of Christ to witness for Him, because they fear they will lose their social standing. They
are so afraid of hurting their image, that they will not even talk about Jesus Christ.

This was the era when men went out to win other people to Christ, because they loved them. Let me tell
you this. We get this so mixed up in our minds with a false philosophy. Anybody that will give you a tract and
witness to you that...
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“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.” (John 14:6)

... 1s not a cult religion, my Friend. They care about where you are going to spend eternity.

Let me challenge you. When is the last time you witnessed to somebody for Jesus Christ. Do you know
how to lead someone to Jesus Christ? Do you know what verse to go to? Do you know what John 3:16 says?
Do you know what John 6:47 says, or John 5:24, or, John 11, or, the Resurrection Chapter in 1 Corinthians 15,
or 1 John 5:13?

“These things have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”

We are going to move on from the Church of Philadelphia, the true church, the church that was really
winning people to Christ, to the backslidden church, the church of “the people’s rights,” the Church of
Laodicea.

THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA: REVELATION 3:14-22.

Revelation 3:17.

This is the last of the seven churches, and it means “the people’s rights.” It was straying away from the
spiritual leadership of the Bible, and returning to the philosophies of men. Let us notice in Revelation 3:17,

“Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:”

However, their opinion of themselves did not coincide with God’s opinion of them. They were filled full
of pride. Everything was going good in Laodicea, they thought, but God said, “On the inside, you are really
spiritually bankrupt!” There was just nothing there. They thought they were rich. They thought they were
wealthy, but they were dead. This is what you call “dead Protestantism.”

Revelation 3:14, 15.

This church covers a period of time in Church History from about 1910 until the Rapture. We begin in
Revelation 3:14,
“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful

and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; (14) | know thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot. (Revelation 3:14,15)

They’re not hot. They’re not cold. This was the kind of church they had in Laodicea. It was a church
where they were backslidden. They could not stand to see the Lord, face to face, because of their guilty
conscience. They had sold the Lord right straight down the drain. They weren’t hot, and they weren’t cold. In
other words, they were undependable. They were not someone you could count on. They could only be
counted on if they were with a certain group; and, then, they borrowed everybody else’s backbone. They
didn’t have any of their own.

We try to teach young people to develop their own character. You do things the way God wants you to
do, and let the losers go. You don’t have to run with this crowd at school that wants to go out and drink and
“souse” it up, doing things that are immoral, and having no respect for anyone. These are the ones that just
want to run “ram shod” over everything, and everyone. Let ‘em go! Let ‘em go! They think they have
everything now, but they will end up with nothing.

This is what the church of Laodicea was filled full of—people with no character. It covers a period of
time from about 1910 up until the Rapture. You are living in this time right now, in this Church Age, where its
hard to find people with character anymore. You used to be able to shake someone’s hand and know that what
they had promised would be done. It’s hard to find people who keep their word anymore.

The values of America have been so undermined by your modernistic philosophers and your educators.
Their advice is, “You just do your own thing.” But in Revelation 3:15, God says,

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot”
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The point I am trying to make here is, that we are living in the Laodicean period, a time when there are
going to be no values. They are decreasing at a landslide pace.

I heard a man comment on a radio program recently. He was talking about wearing a hat. I don’t know
how he happened to get on this subject, other than he was saying, “We have no principles or respect in
America anymore. None! We’re not teaching our children how to behave.” I said to myself: “O-o-oh, Mister,
If T could only talk to you a minute. We’re in the Laodicean Age. God prophesied that this is the way it is
going to be, because the values are gone.” Do you know what he said? “I would never think of going in a
restaurant and sitting and eating with my hat on!” This was just one of the principles that he brought out. Then,
he gave a word of advice to teenagers. “If you teenage girls ever go out with some clod (That’s what he called
them, just old clods.) that has no manners, and does not know how to treat a young lady, would not open a
door for her, and, especially, if he has not learned to take off his hat inside the house or inside a restaurant—
you better dump this loser right off the bat! You’re going to have problems with this guy functioning in
society. He doesn’t know anything about how to operate in a social world.”

You are seeing these things right before your eyes, and God wrote it clear back here in 96 A.D.

Revelation 3:18.

1. “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,” God tells them, “I counsel thee to buy of
me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;” “You think you’re rich, but you have nothing.” Notice in
Revelation 3:18,

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou

mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”

2. “Anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” In other words, get your eyes open! You’re
not always going to function in a little town that is your little comfort zone. There are other places in the
world. Brother, if your mother and father, or your church, doesn’t teach you principles, you’ll never be able to
leave the small town you come from, because other places will not accept you. You cannot go into respectable
places, and not take your hat off. People will laugh at you behind your back. You can’t go, and walk in ahead
of your wife, and not exercise manners. You just walk in, and leave her to struggle in behind you the best way
she can. That’s not tolerated in a social world. But we’re in a world where all of those things are deteriorating.
They have no value.

There’s no value on human life, anymore. None! We do not have the death penalty. I know you have seen
the sign that says, “The most dangerous place for a baby to be is in a mother’s womb.” It is a true saying. We
have disintegrated so much that we call the wrong things right. At this writing, the Supreme Court has just
ruled same-sex marriage legal. We have homosexuals demanding rights. They are perverts, that is exactly
what they are! They are perverts, and they will pervert your children. They have an abnormal lifestyle, and
they go against God’s way of creation. They defy God, as God tells us in Romans,

“And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward

another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence
of their error which was meet.” (Romans 1:27)

Now, they are exerting pressure to make America like the Sodom and Gomorrah that God has destroyed,
because of the Sodomites and their sin. We are now calling it “Right!” Have we been brainwashed, satanically,
to go against the principles that God has laid down? The Laodicean Church did. It surely did, and so are we in
America!

We’re “wishy-washy” on everything. We’re “not hot, we’re not cold.” “I don’t want to take a stand on
anything, because I might offend someone.” We have Christians like that. I thank God for Christians that say,
“Hey, I want to tell you what I believe.” Whenever you call a pastor on the phone and ask, “What do you
believe about this?” And you get an answer like this, “Well, now...you could take that several ways,” there is
someone who is “neither hot nor cold.” I would rather have a pastor tell me, “This is exactly what I believe.”

It amazes me that a pastor will firmly take a stand on, “You can’t get to Heaven unless you have good
works!” Then some guy will die, who is the most hateful drunk in town, and they’ll try to preach him into
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Heaven at the funeral. That is about as two-faced a situation as I have ever seen, and that comes from
preachers!

Are we in a “hot or cold” era? No! We’re in a lukewarm period. That preacher will say anything in order
to not offend anybody, so he can be the “good joe” around town. You couldn’t trust a preacher like that any
further than you could throw him, could you? He’s in the Laodicean Age. He’s a Liberal; therefore he will say
what you want to hear so that he won’t offend you in any way and lose a member out of his church. A/l of this
is characteristic of what is going on today.

When it comes to murder, we think more of the murderer than the victims. You will find in kidnaps and
rapes, consequences are lacking. One lady put two children in a car and sent it down into a pond, but we don’t
think that’s severe enough for the death penalty! What we’re saying to the criminal is, “You can go ahead and
murder someone, and still live.” We have no value on life. We have more value on the murderer, by letting
them live, than we do on the one whose life was taken. We have more value on the offender, than we do on the
offended. If we didn’t, we might render a verdict of capital punishment.

What [ am saying, here, will be offensive to the liberal pastors of your town. They will say anything to
appease you, but God ordains capital punishment. But, being in the Laodicean Age, now, we find out capital
punishment doesn’t exist. That’s why the criminal can walk down the streets safely, and the people who are
honest will get murdered, and raped, and shot. In a lot of cases, the offender will be back on the street within
months. Almost every day in Minneapolis, Minnesota, you hear that some teenager shot this one, or some
teenager shot that one. If you execute capital punishment, you won’t have that. Then the educated
philosophers come in, those that I call educated idiots. Anytime you go against the Word of God, you’re an
idiot. You may project yourself to be educated with a degree, but that degree should have “Idiot” stamped on
it, because...

“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works,
there is none that doeth good.” (Psalm 14:1)

God laughs at your phony wisdom. God laughs at your phony philosophy. We’re walking through this old
world here, and there’s danger on every side, Folks. Some nut may pass you in a car, roll down the window,
start shooting at you, and kill everyone in the car. We live in a crazy society today where there is no law.
We’ve handcuffed the policeman, instead of the policeman handcuffing the criminals. We’ve said, “If you go
into a place without a search warrant and you see twenty pounds of cocaine, you can’t take it.” Are we nuts? |
believe society and our laws need a complete overhaul to protect the innocent, and start convicting the guilty! I
feel sorry for the policeman. We ought to, more than anything, respect our police force and policemen. They
try their best to do their jobs, in spite of having their hands so handcuffed by a bunch of idiots in government
passing ridiculous laws, which are immediately enforced by the Supreme Court.

Il tell you my position. I pray for our local policemen that we have. I pray for our Sheriff’s Department.
I really do. They have a dangerous job. They can get shot and, if you want the truth, not a whole lot of people
are going to care. It takes a lot of courage to be in their position, today, the way the Supreme Court does. The
way the prosecutors do, when they don’t want to prosecute. It may take a feather out of their hat if they don’t
win a case, because they may be heading for a judgeship somewhere. “After all, if [ would take a questionable
case, even if [ know, and you know, the person may be guilty, I am not going to risk losing a case. I want to be
able to go on record as saying to the Minneapolis Tribune, ‘I have been a prosecutor and I have never lost a
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case.

Yeah...that’s because you don’t have enough backbone to take some that you should prosecute, because
you want a sure thing. What that really means is that you are a spineless, gutless prosecutor. I’'m not saying
that about our local one. I’'m saying that about any prosecutor. Being on a police force for a large number of
years, I’ve seen prosecutors do that, and I’ve seen prosecutors today doing the same thing. It is no wonder we
do not have law and order the way we should.

If you did not know that before, it is good that you find that out. Perhaps you know of someone who
should be prosecuted, but the prosecutor is not doing so. You can pay him a visit and remind him that, “Mister,
you can be voted out! Why don’t you do your job? Are you getting paid off? What’s the problem?”” You can
find out what is really going on. Without the prosecution of crime, and without the police department, you and
I don’t have a chance! Truthfully, I’'m a little sick and tired of seeing the hands of the policemen tied. I’d like

107



The Book of Revelation: God’s Final Word to Man

to see them have liberty to prosecute the criminals, instead of finding some technicality to get them off.
Wouldn’t you?

“Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about
the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth” (Habakkuk 1:4).

“Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of
men is fully set in them to do evil” (Ecclesiastes 8:11).

Why is America in the mess that it is in today? America thinks it is rich, but it is spiritually bankrupt.
They are neither “cold nor hot,” and will not take a stand. Their philosophers, in their human wisdom, think
they see, but in reality, they are blind.

Revelation 3:19.
“As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten:”

I am applying this verse, generally, to the age we’re living in, but Christ is also speaking to Christians
who have departed from the Word of God, departed from the faith, and have walked out on the Lord Jesus
Christ.

“As many as | love, | rebuke and CHASTEN... be zealous therefore, and repent (change your mind).”

You need to change your mind about what you are doing and where you are headed.

Revelation 3:20.

“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, | will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”

This verse is not about salvation, as many have taught, but rather about fellowship. 1 John 1:6-10 is like a
short commentary on Revelation 3:20, explaining what Christ is trying to get the Christian to do for
fellowship. I have heard myriads of preachers use this verse for salvation, which is incorrect. It is speaking of
fellowship, not son-ship. “Sup” means to sit down and have “fellowship.” “I will sup with him, and he with
me.” Christ is saying, “I want you to open up and allow my Word to have control of your life, so that it can be
productive.” The Lord said,

“...I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10b).

I will say this honestly, probably of all the counseling that we do, most people—not all, now—bring their
problems and troubles on themselves. It is totally unnecessary, and only happens because they refuse to do
what God asks them to do as a Christian.

Parents, bring your children to church. Children never forget and, years later, they’ll say, “I wish Mommy
and Daddy would have brought me.” These days, the parents don’t even send them! When the kids get into
trouble, what the parents don’t understand is, the children really wanted parents that cared enough to /ead the
way. When you lead the way, you take your children by the hand, and you walk first. You bring them into
church. If you really cared about your children, you would go to church with them every Sunday morning you
are physically able.

However, most pastors and Sunday School workers are glad to have your children come to church any
way they can. Many churches have large bus ministries, just to transport children to Sunday School.

Parents, if you think you can just let your child go and do whatever he, or she, wants to do, you are being
very foolish. (Ephesians 6:1-3). The Lord, also, says, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when
he is old, he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6).

But you have to give them a foundation, Parents, or they’ll have nothing to build upon except their own
lustful desires. God holds you responsible. Teach your child the things of the Lord.

God, in His grace, allows Christians to go on, but only for a season! They can enjoy sin for a season...

“Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season;” (Hebrews 11:25)
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...then, God comes down with His chastening hand. He may have to take one of your children. He may
have to inflict physical sickness upon you. It may take an accident of some kind. Who knows? But you’ve
brainwashed yourself so much that you think nothing can happen. God loves me, and I can rebel against God,
and nothing will happen. Are you ever deceived! Satan really got hold of you, didn’t he? Then, when “all Hell
breaks loose,” or God just takes His hand off and says, “All right! Live your miserable life the way you want
to!” After you have invited the problems and they begin to come, who are you going to blame?

He still thinks enough of you to say, “Behold, I stand at the door... I stand here, spiritually speaking, at
the door, but you’ve pushed me outside.” Yes, the Holy Spirit is there, but you’ve quenched the Holy Spirit.
There’s no more conviction because your heart is so hardened, and your sin is so great. I can’t penetrate that
hard person who once was a faithful Christian. Now, you are just like a rock. But I still stand here, waiting for
you to ask for help in your time of need.”

Well, tomorrow may be the day when the Lord’s patience runs out, and He sees that discipline is the only
thing that will bring you back to Him. He’s going to have to grab you by the seat of the pants, and turn you
inside out. Most of you reading this right now are probably saying, “That will never happen to me!”

But, today, Christ is saying, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. Please, please come back to me.
There’s heartache ahead that you never dreamed of. I know that there will be trials and testings ahead. I’1l help
you through those, but you’re bringing heartache upon yourself.” Hear the Lord’s plea again,

“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, | will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” (Revelation 3:20)

Revelation 3:21, 22

“To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in his throne. (21) He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches” (22).

In conclusion, no one can do anything except teach the Word of God. This last church, the Church of
Laodicea, is the culmination of the time before Chapter Four. Then, we will see a door open into Heaven,
picturing the Rapture of the Church, when all the Christians are going to be taken up and disappear in a
“moment, in a twinkling of eye.”

Maybe something I’ve said has spoken to you today. Maybe God is trying to talk to you, before His
chastening hand comes down. He’s trying to say, “Look, I love you so much that I bought you with a price. I
want you to come back. Let my Word have a place in your heart. Start living in a manner that’s conducive to a
Christian life. I’ve come that you ‘might have life and have it abundantly’ (John 10:10). Get some happiness in
your life. Get away from people that are always a ‘downer.” Get away from people who are always griping and
complaining. Get around some people who are witnessing. Get in a good church that has a good spirit in it,
and where you can be happy and enjoy yourself.” That’s what God wants you to do.

If you’ve never received Christ as your Savior, I hope that you’ll do it today, before it is forever too late.
Your sins are all paid for. Your home in Heaven is already purchased, and Christ offers you residence for
eternity as a free gift.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: (8) Not of
works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

“For we know that if our Earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God,
an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1).

“We are confident, / say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the
Lord.“ (2 Corinthians 5:8).
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Years of time have come and gone
Since | first heard it told
How Jesus would come again some dag
]F back then it seemed so real
T}‘ICH ]just can’t hclp but feel
[How much closer [His coming, is toc]ag

Signs of the times are evcrgwhcre
T here’s a brand new Fee]ing in the air
Keep your eyes upon the eastern sky
| ift up your head redcmption draweth nigh

Wars and strife on every hand
And violence fills the?and
Still some People doubt [He'll ever come again
But the Word of (God is true

He'll redeem His chosen few
Dort lose hope soon (hrist Jesus will descend

Signs of the times are evergwherc
T here’s a brand new Feeling in the air
Keep your eyes upon the eastern sky
| ift up your head rcdcmption draweth nig!ﬁ

| ift up your head rcdcmption draweth nig!ﬁ
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Before we go into Chapters Four and Five, we want to look at a few of the signs of the times here, and see
what God has to say. You’ll see that a lot of these things are taking place, today, right before your eyes. If you
are an older person, you’ve seen a tremendous change in the United States of America in the last twenty to
thirty years. We see things that were absolutely not heard of twenty-five years ago. There used to be morals.
There were standards, honesty, principles, and values. You are seeing these disintegrate right before your eyes.

“SEDUCING SPIRITS AND DOCTRINES OF DEMONS”

1 Timothy 4:1-4.

As we examine these times, let us go to 1 Timothy 4:1-4. We are not going to bring whole messages on
these things, but we are just going to point out the things that are happening in our day, our age, that you can
see. If we are willing to take what God says in the Bible, it is right before our eyes.

Two things are going to be prevalent in the last days. When we say “last days,” we are speaking from the
time of the Lord Jesus Christ until now, and we are almost two-thousand-plus years down the road. In the “last
days” are the times when these things begin to come in. Let’s notice here.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving

heed to seducing spirits (these are demons), and doctrines of devils (demons); (1) Speaking lies in
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron” (2);

The “seducing spirits” are demons—those are the third of the angels that fell. They rebelled against God.
They hate God and they hate God’s children, the Christians. These are the “seducing spirits” and “the devils”
who are giving out the false doctrine. The word “devils” is the Greek word “daimonion” and means “demons.”
There is only one Devil. There are “trillions” of Demons—many, many demons. The Scripture goes on in
Verse Three to describe two things: 1.“Forbidding to marry,” 2.%“...and commanding to abstain from meats.”

“Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received
with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth” (3).

Two things we want to point out. Religion, especially the Catholic church, says, “Our priests have to
practice celibacy.” Nowhere is that found in the Bible. Nowhere! Even the priests are deceived because, when
they go to study, they are not taught the Bible. That may come as a big shock to you. But, question some of
the priests, and you will find out they know about ceremonialism, and church doctrine, but they do not know
the doctrines of the Bible. Go question your pastor, and you will find out real quick what he does not know.
Ask him if he can quote John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8,9; 1 John 5:13; etc. See if he knows those.

This is a sign of the times. In fact, every pastor must be married. We are not talking about a pastor whose
wife has died. We are not talking about that. We’re talking about the qualifications of a pastor. The Old
Testament priests had to be married. No one could be a priest, unless they were married, and we find this in
Leviticus 21:13-15,

“And he shall take a wife in her virginity (13). A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot,
these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife (14).

Neither shall he profane his seed among his people: for | the LORD do sanctify him.” (15).

Religion says, “You can’t be a pastor, or a priest, unless you are single.” That is exactly opposite to the
Word of God. God says that is “the doctrine of demons” in 1 Timothy 4:1-3. But you are not going to know
that, if you never carry your Bible to church. If you are not encouraged by that church to carry your Bible,
there’s not a way in the world that pastor or priest is going to read the verses to you, out of the Bible, that
refute what their church leaders have said, that is contrary to the Word of God. Consequently, they will go
though all the formalities and rituals and, you will learn nothing of the Word of God. You are totally deceived
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because you won’t read your Bible. You listen to a church, and a preacher, that practices exactly opposite of
the Bible. How sad that really is, but this is one of the signs of the times. God says,

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving

heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; (1). Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their

conscience seared with a hot iron; (2). Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats,

which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth” (1

Timothy 4:1-3).

Not eating meat is a traditional thing that means nothing. Why in the world would a church tell you not to

eat meat, or not to eat certain things on a certain day?

“But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not,
are we the worse.” (1 Corinthians 8:8)

Whether we eat meat, or not, has nothing to do with Christianity. Here it is called a satanic, demonic,
damnable doctrine. If you follow this tradition, then, you are following a satanic doctrine.

It doesn’t matter what your church is, or how big it is. It matters, first of all, if you are going to listen to
God. This may come as a shock, but God doesn’t really care what your opinion is. He does care what you
think about His opinion. This is the contrast between Humanism and the Divine Inspiration of the Word of
God. One day you will stand before God. If you have chosen to believe one of Satan’s preachers instead of
God’s Word, before you are cast into the Lake of Fire, you will hear the most devastating words you can ever
hear,

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41):

“THEY WILL NOT ENDURE SOUND DOCTRINE.”

2 Timothy 4:2,3.

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine. (1) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;” (2) And they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (3).

I called one of the heads of the ELCA, the Evangelistic Lutheran Churches of America. I wanted to know
what this church taught and I wanted to know from the “top dog.” So, I called them over in Chicago and said,
“I want to know what you believe. If somebody asks me what your church teaches, I don’t want to tell them
something wrong.” I have people ask me, “What does the Covenant Church teach? What does the Baptist
Church teach? Or, the Lutheran Church?” There are many different organizations within the Lutheran Church.
The ELCA just happens to be one I picked that I wanted to know about.

I have tried for a long time to get a doctrinal statement from the ELCA, but you can’t get it. It doesn’t
exist. I went to several churches. I went to several pastors. You cannot get it. They will not print what they
believe. You can’t get concise answers to questions like, “What do you believe about tongues?” etc. These are
all signs of the times, when you have apostate churches that will not put in writing what they believe.

I asked him several questions, but I asked this particular question first. “I heard that your church ordains
homosexuals. Is this true?”” He said, “No, we don’t.” (Note: NOW they do.) I said, “Boy, that’s great!” Then I
asked, “Do you take practicing homosexuals into your church as members?” He said, “Yes, we do. We do
that.” My response was, “That is not good. That is contrary to the Word of God. It is absolutely contrary to the
teaching of the Bible to take practicing homosexuals into your membership in your church.”

Now, before you accuse our church of not loving souls, because we do not take practicing homosexuals
into membership, please note the qualifying word “PRACTICING.” The Word of God talks about the
“effeminate” and “abusers of themselves with mankind” in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. The conclusion of this
passage of Scripture is found in Verse 11, “And such WERE some of you:”

There are homosexuals (“effeminate’) who have been saved. There are those who have trusted the Lord
Jesus Christ. There are those who have denounced their perverted life style and said, “No! I was wrong. This is
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a perverted life style and I am no longer practicing this. I don’t want to do it anymore. I was wrong. It was sin.
It was absolutely wrong!” God says you were that, but now...

”..ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11).

I was talking to someone later in the week who goes to that particular church and, during the
conversation, I asked them, “What do you think about taking practicing homosexuals in as members?” “Oh,
that’s all right. That’s all right,” they said, Here, the person is following what their church teaches and,
evidently, has not read the Bible at all. In Genesis 19, we find God destroyed the Sodomites. God destroyed
the perverts. Homosexuality is a perverted lifestyle of plain, old sin that is contrary to the Word of God! God
destroyed them in Genesis 19, but the churches take them in. Who will you follow, the church or the Lord?

If you go to that church, you are going to be taught that it is fine to take them in. I doubt that you will ever
hear a sermon on Genesis 19, where God destroyed Sodom, Gomorrah, and three other cities because of this
type of sin. Lot was in such a backslidden condition, after he moved to Sodom, that he could not even win his
own family. When God’s angels visited Lot, the men of Sodom saw them, and they came knocking on Lot’s
door. “Bring these men out,” they said. “We want to know them. This is ‘fresh meat.” Bring them out to us.”
They did not even stop trying to get in the house after the angels visiting Lot struck them blind. Read it for
yourself in Genesis 19:11, and you will learn what God thinks about it.

This parallels the times we are living in today. You have your liberal churches, and you have others, now,
that will ordain homosexuals, even those in a same-sex “marriage,” or relationship.

If your church takes practicing homosexuals in as members in good standing, how do you know that
person is not leading the youth group? If they are, and your child goes on an outing with the youth, will that
person pass their sodomite, perverted, lifestyle on to your child at some camp site somewhere?

All of this is contrary to the Word of God—Totally contrary—100%

Let us look at some other things. It says here,
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;...(2 Timothy 4:3a)

The sad thing about this is, the young lady I talked to goes along with this. It is total brainwashing, but if
you don’t read your Bible, then, you are going to agree with men who actually call God a liar. Why in the
world you would go to a church like that, I have absolutely no idea. I am going to take what the Word of God
says over what the word of man says, and over their damnable philosophy to include the homosexuals into
membership. I am not going to do that. We are not going to do that here. Thank God for the churches that do
stand on the Word of God.

Remember this. God destroyed the Sodomites. In Romans 1:22-31, you find out God says they are
“perverted.” They have left...

“...the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another;” (Romans 1:27)

These are reprobates. These are haters of God. Let me reiterate this, and we’ll go on to some other signs.
You will find out that there are homosexuals who can be saved. There are those who have trusted the Lord
Jesus Christ. There are those who have denounced their perverted life style and said, “No! I was wrong. This is
a perverted life style and I am no longer practicing this. I don’t want to do it anymore. I was wrong. It was sin.
It was absolutely wrong!”

If you go to a church that takes in practicing homosexuals, you had better keep an eye on your children. In
the years I’ve spent on a police department, I’ve dealt with them, and I know what they do. I know how
devious they are. I know that they’ll try to put their practices on to your children. If you are naive enough to
allow it, you could lose your child over something like this because you’re not “on the ball.” You’re not sharp.
You’re not watching, and you are going just along with the philosophy of a church, instead of going along
with the clear teaching of the Word of God. You are on dangerous ground, if you are in that type of position.

God knew what would happen to a nation, should homosexuality be allowed to flourish. When I was in
school, these perverts were ashamed of their activities, but not so anymore! Now, they flaunt themselves
publicly in parades and festivals, and loudly insist that it is their right to practice what God has condemned in
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His Word. God did not want them to infiltrate the nation of Israel. Here are God’s instructions to Israel
concerning these perverts who would lead them to accept these false gods.

“If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an
abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.” (Leviticus 20:13).

“WHERE IS THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING?”

2 Peter 3:3-4.
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,...”

“Scoffers” are men that laugh at the Bible.
“...walking after their own lusts,” (3)...

These “scoffers” live only for what they can get out of their church, out of the community, or anything
else. They are pretenders. They are not real. They put on a phony front. These are counterfeit Christians. They
could go to church every Sunday—if they could find one that doesn’t preach on sin! They will go, if they can
find one that doesn’t mention Jesus Christ coming back at the Rapture. They are going to search diligently for
one that says, “If you’re baptized, you’re all right. Do what you want.” Or, one that says, “Come in and
confess your sins next week. You’ll be all right. Your preacher will forgive your sins.” But they will not go to
one that will point you to Jesus Christ, and Him alone, as the only way to Heaven—Christ, alone, for the
forgiveness of sins—Christ, as the ONLY way of salvation. No, they will try to find a church that engulfs
them into their traditions.

“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
(John 14:6).

Back to 2 Peter 3:3,4,

“...And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? (3) for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation” (4).

Well, this is the philosophy of the “scoffers,” and it is a damnable, lying, humanistic philosophy. This
will be a good challenge for you. Have you ever heard of the Rapture in your church? Have you ever heard
that Jesus Christ is coming back? Did you ever hear that when He breaks those clouds, the Christians are going
to be caught up to meet the Lord in the clouds, and “So shall we ever be with the Lord ”? If you never hear it,
you are in an apostate church. You are in a church that is just going along with the signs of the times. A church
that is controlled by Satan.

You see, Satan doesn’t ever want you to hear that Jesus Christ is coming back. He does not want you to
hear that Jesus Christ is the only way to Heaven. Oh, yes, we’ll believe on Christ, but...but...but... you got to
do good works. But...I’ve got to be baptized. But...I’ve got to confess my sins. But...I’ve got to take
communion.” BUT that’s NOT the Gospel, Folks! Galatians 1:6,7 says that’s a perverted Gospel.

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
[heteros] gospel (6):

¢ In Galatians 6:6, “another” is the Greek “heteros” and means another Gospel that is different from
what Paul preached.

¢ In Galatians 6:7, “another” is a different Greek word, “allos,” and means “which is not another that is
the same as Paul preached.”

e Which is not another [allos] ; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of
Christ” (7).
1. “Allos” means another of the same kind.
2.  “Heteros” means another of a different kind.

The only Gospel that takes you to Heaven is the death, burial, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, plus
nothing! That’s it! That’s all! The Lord Jesus Christ paid the price. He said, “It is finished.” He didn’t say,
“It’s almost finished, now you have to do the rest.”
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Here’s a hypothetical situation for you. If you COULD go to Heaven on your own “good” works
(which you cannot), and then stand before the Lord’s face, do you know what you would say? “Oh, Lord, look
here! I’ve done this. I gave some money here. I gave some money there. I helped this person here. Oh, just
look at what I’ve done for you, Lord.” And then you’re going to say to the Lord, “Oh, look how good I am!”
You will still be congratulating yourself when you pass through the cherubim at the side of the altar. Then you
will be there, face to face, with the Lord.

You know what you would probably say then? “Scoot over, Lord. There’s now two of us. Scoot over,
Lord, I’'m as righteous as you are. Scoot over on that throne and let me in, too.” Then, the Lord is going to
look in the books, and reveal some of your underhanded things that nobody knows anything about. Of course,
the Lord’s answer will be, “Depart from me, ye cursed...” “... All of your good works are nothing but a pile
of filthy rags.”

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade
as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” ( Isaiah 64:6)

These are signs of the times. Does your church ever preach about Jesus Christ’s coming? Do they ever
preach that the...
“...dead in Christ shall rise first: (16) Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together

with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1
Thessalonians 4:16-17).

If you never hear that in church, you’re in an apostate church. You’re in a church of the “last days.”
You’re in a cult church, if you never hear Jesus Christ preached, and Him coming back. The last words that
God gave to mankind, when Christ left this Earth for Heaven, were,

“...Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11)

The last words to mankind from Heaven, after Christ ascended back to Heaven, were the fact that Jesus is
coming again! The last prayer in the Bible is, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” That’s it. The whole theme of the
Bible is this. First Theme: Jesus Christ came to die on the Cross for your sins. The Second Theme is: Jesus
Christ is coming! He’s coming again, and he’s coming for you and me.

“PERILOUS TIMES SHALL COME.”

2 Timothy 3:1-4.

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. (1) For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, (2)
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good,” (3).

There are two things I want to point out here, and we’re not preaching a whole sermon on each one of
these.

1. “Disobedient to parents...”
“There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother. (11)

There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness”
(Proverbs 30:11-12)

The above verses describe the young people that we saw in the 60s and 70s, during the “Hippie
Generation,” that are now mothers and dads. Their philosophy was, “Do your own thing! If it makes you
happy, do it!” Their children are now doing the same things. That is why you see the toleration of drugs. Not
by all of them, as some have come out of that generation that are Christians. But the percentage is few,
compared to the populace. There are some, and, thank God for them! They have a tremendous witness for
Christ. They have denounced their drugs. They say, “Thank God I’m saved from that kind of stuff. I thank
God I have a home in Heaven. I thank God I’'m not hooked on those damnable drugs anymore. They could
have ended my life prematurely.” We thank God for those who have accepted Christ and come out of that.
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But we have a lot of children, today, from those parents of the Hippie Generation in the 60s, who do the
same things. They indulge in free love, and have no respect for others. Their philosophy is, “Do your own
thing, whatever you want to do.” God knew this almost two-thousand years ago, and wrote about the time you
are living in today. It is now being totally manifested. You are seeing it mushroom, in our times, and we are
sitting right in the midst.

2. “Without natural affection...”

We begin to see mothers kill their children. You see twins born, just a few hours old, and they will be
put up for sale for $25,000. Or, we’ll find a little newborn baby, only five or six hours old, in a garbage can
somewhere. That little baby needs someone to come, and find it, before it is too late. Hard to believe, isn’t it?
That is a demonstration of someone “Without natural affection.”

Can you realize that children six, seven, eight years old will kill the neighbor’s children, because they
get in a fight over a baseball. Perhaps the baseball rolled into their yard and they don’t like them. You can
thank your television for that. You can thank the producers of the violent television programs that influence
children to think that you can kill anybody, and not have any sensitivity about it.There is no value on human
life, compared to thirty or forty years ago. These are the signs of the times.

If you are a Christian, you ought to be looking up. If you are not a Christian, you ought to be looking to
the Bible to accept Jesus Christ, because, when the Rapture comes, you are going to be left behind to receive
the judgments of God that we will read about in Chapter Six.

2 Timothy 3:4.
“Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;”

Do your own thing! If it feels good to you, just go ahead and do it. What they fail to realize is, there are
consequences to that. These are the signs of the times, Folks.

JANIS JOPLIN

Much of today’s music follows the pattern of the late Janis Joplin of the “Full Tilt Boogie” rock group.
Rock music fans have bought probably over a million of her albums. Included in one of those is a “song” titled
“Cheap Thrills.” She’s reported to have said, and I quote now, “Beatniks believe things aren’t going to get
better and say, ‘To the Hell with things!” Stay stoned, have sex, and have a good time.”

Let us go back in our Bibles to Psalms 55:23,

We want to look at this verse, because Janis Joplin thought she was going to fulfill all of these desires
through singing her rock music, which was nothing more than jungle music designed to get you. Janis Joplin
thought she was a very “cool” girl. She was fulfilling all her sexual desires and indulging in drug use. You’ll
find out she died at the age of 27 of an overdose of drugs.

What a challenge for us to show the youth of today that “cheap thrills” demand a very costly price. When
we go back to Psalm 55:23, we see that Janis Joplin fulfills this prophecy from the Bible. Perhaps not every
one to each extent, but this young girl, when they examined her body prior to burial, was eaten up with
syphilis, a venereal disease. She not only died of an overdose of drugs, but a venereal disease had practically
eaten her up! She was 27 years old and got all of her thrills, didn’t she? Notice what it say in Psalms 55:23,

“But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not
live out half their days; but | will trust in thee”

Surely Janis Joplin did not live out half her days, did she? There are many others like her today. Maybe
you are one that’s hooked on drugs, or alcohol. Maybe you’re one hooked on sex. Sometimes teenagers go out
and experiment with free sex and, when it comes time to get married, you’ve just been with about every boy;
or, the boys have been with about every girl. God wants you to keep yourself pure. You may think it is “cool,”
but you need to consider the prevalence of AIDs today. You may laugh while you’re having your “fun,” but
you won’t be laughing when they tell you that you are HIV positive. There are a lot of high school students
who have this now. They have AIDS. That is when they find out that immorality is not free. It has a very high
price, and could literally cost you your life!
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More and more information is leaking out about this dreaded disease. The government doesn’t want
everybody to know to the fullest extent about AIDS. It is a full-blown epidemic in America. A full-blown
epidemic! You may go with that boy in high school that maybe has slipped over to the cities, went out to a
house of prostitution, and picked up AIDS. You never knew anything about it, young lady! You go out with
him and have your free sex, but you’ll find out sometime later that you are HIV positive. You’ve got AIDS.
You’re going to die. You’ll probably die before age 30 because you went out and you wanted to fulfill your
lustful desires. Truly, this verse would have an application, would it not? Let’s read it again.

“But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not
live out half their days; but | will trust in thee” (Psalm 55:23)

You may be in that dilemma yourself. It is not God’s will that you should die before your time. It’s not
God’s will that you should have a venereal disease that penicillin, terramycin, and other drug treatments have
little, or no effect on. And, of course, if you get AIDS, that’s a death sentence. If you ever practiced morality,
the time is now. When your parents call me, or some other preacher, and say “My son or my daughter has
AIDS. What can you do?” Well, there’s nothing we can do, but tell them about Jesus Christ to get their soul
saved for Heaven, but we can’t save their life. We can lead them to eternal life, but we can’t save their
physical life, and, truly, they’ll not live out half of their days. What a sad plight. Just to have some fun like
Janis Joplin, who died at the age of 27.

“THINGS WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING AND ADMONITION”: JEREMIAH 5:25-31.

Now, let’s go on back to the Old Testament and get some things back here that were prevalent, before the
judgment of God was upon the nation of Israel. Let us go to Jeremiah 5:25-31 and read it there. This is when
God was about to bring the judgment, and these are the signs that took place in the nation of Israel, prior to
God’s judgment upon them. We see the same signs today. Get this now in Verse 25,

“Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you” (25).
What a lesson for Christians! “Your sins have withholden good things from you.” You have been your
own worst enemy!

“For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap,
they catch men (26). As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are
become great, and waxen rich” (27).

Lesson 1: So, they use people in their organization in order to fatten their own pocket books.
“They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked” (28a):
Lesson 2: These are your most wicked, but they cover it up by self-righteousness on the exterior. Inside, they
are full of dead men’s bones.
“...they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper;” (28b)...
Lesson 3: Isn’t that amazing? It seems that these are getting paid, even though they have not fulfilled their

responsibilities. However, there is always a “pay day someday,” and it will not be the one they
expect. If judges do not do right, God promises a judgment concerning this in Verse 29.

“...and the right of the needy do they not judge (28c)...

Lesson 4. These do not care about anything but themselves!
“Shall | not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as
this?” (29).
Lesson 5. Picture this as being America! God is a righteous judge. If God withholds judgment on America,
this would make Him seem unjust in His treatment of Sodom and Gomorrah.
“A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; (30) The prophets prophesy falsely,...”
Lesson 6. Any church that does not preach Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, as the only complete payment for
sin is a cult religion. Period! And Satan loves that church. He loves it because that kind of message

will never get you to Heaven. It is Jesus Christ crucified, and Him alone! His last words on the
Cross in John 19:30 were, “It is finished.” That is it! Also, Christ said,
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“l am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)
If they tell you that you can go to Heaven any other way, you are in a cult church. Mark it down!
“The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means;...” (31a)

Lesson7. In other words, what that pastor says, Buddy, you’d better do, or, you are going to get ex-
communicated out of your church! They say, “Listen to me, it’s not necessary to bring your Bible
to church. Just listen to me!” (Read Matthew, Chapter 23.) And then, in the last part of this verse,

“...and my people love to have it so” (31b):

Lesson 8. Foolish, foolish, brainwashed people go to the same kind of preachers that “prophesy falsely.” You
know how you can tell if they are brainwashed? They never carry their Bible to church, and they
don’t have a chance against false doctrine!

“and what will ye do in the end thereof?” (Jeremiah 5:25-31).

Lesson 9. What will ye do? There is nothing you can do. Your pastor ought to be telling you, “Bring your
Bible to church every Sunday. We are going to study this text today. We are going to preach out of
the Bible on this today.” If you don’t carry your Bible to church, you are a “sitting duck” in a cult
church, because that preacher can tell you anything. He can open his little prayer book up and say
whatever he wants. You have nothing to compare it with. The Bible is Truth.

“...yea, let God be true, but every man a liar,” (Romans 3:4)...

So, if you don’t carry your Bible, you can’t compare humanism and human philosophy against the truth
of God’s Word, because you don’t take the Truth to church with you. The Truth is the Word of God. You
don’t have a chance. You have been totally brainwashed.

THE RETURN OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL TO THE LAND.

The return of Israel back to the land was prophesied some 600 years before Christ was ever born. We’ll
go to Ezekiel 36:24; 37:10,

“For | will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into
your own land.” (36:24)

“So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up
upon their feet, an exceeding great army” (37:10).

Here in Chapter 37 of Ezekiel we have the Vision of the Dry Bones. Ezekiel looked out and he saw all of
these, and they were symbolic of the Nation of Israel who had been scattered throughout all of the world. Yet,
notice what Ezekiel 37:11, 12 says,

“Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our
bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. (11) Therefore prophesy and say

unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, | will open your graves, and cause you to
come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.” (12)

God kept this promise that he made to the nation of Israel on May 14, 1948, when the United Nations
declared Israel a sovereign state. You have seen that in your lifetime—May 14, 1948. When we look at Verse
8, I would like for you to notice,

“And when | beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them (lsrael), and the skin covered
them above: but there was no breath in them” (Ezekiel 37:8).

So, we find out from this, the “many parts” are now one, bound together as a single entity as a living,
unified organism. This was proof of the fusing of the Jewish colonists, and the Zionist workers of all kinds,
into a recognized unit among the family of nations. In short, as we’ve said, “It is the creation of the state of
Israel on May 14, 1948.” Therefore, we have the return, the rehabilitation, and their statehood. That is
significant and one of the major signs of the times. What times? The times before the Rapture of the Church.
Before Revelation 4:1, when John is caught up into Heaven, picturing the Rapture of the Church.

Let us go on to Isaiah 3:12. We are just going to hit on a few of these here. Isaiah 3:12 tells us here what’s
going to take place as signs of the times. The same signs were given before Israel’s judgment. We have the
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same signs before God throws His judgment out upon the world. Notice in Isaiah 3:12,

“As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which
lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths” (Isaiah 3:12).

Very interesting! We’re in a day and age when we have the Women’s Liberation. There was a time when
that was unheard of. And you say, “How is this being fulfilled in prophecy?” Well, let me answer. Did you
ever hear of a man and woman getting married, and the woman not taking the man’s name. Oh, yes, you have
in the past few years, but you have not heard of such a thing prior to that. They would live together and not be
married, but when you got married, you went by your husband’s name. That was the law of the land, let alone
a preacher’s wife doing that. This is how you’re being led today by these liberal preachers. Some preachers
and their wives do it, and they are supposed to be the example of God’s Word. When you practice this sort of
thing, it is a sign of the times.

When you find a First Mention Principal, you will find it carries that same principle all through the rest of
God’s Word. In Genesis 5:2 we are told,

“Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called THEIR [plural] name [singular]
Adam, in the day when they were created.”

Eve became Adam’s wife. God “called their name Adam.” They were now Mr. and Mrs. Adam.

When we say “liberal,” as compared to “fundamental,” fundamental churches believe the Bible. They
practice the Bible. They teach the Bible. Your liberals have a “form of godliness,” and they’ll preach a little of
the Bible, but nothing that is going to contradict what their Synod, or what their Councils have done. They will
preach a little of the Bible just to appease the people! These are the signs of the times. Proverbs 30:11,12
describes this.

“There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother (11). There is a
generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.”

Yes, today it seems like, even in the church, that sin can be practiced. Adultery can be practiced with all
of the heartache associated with it, and, what does the church do? Nothing. Nothing at all. Yet, we begin to see
all these things. What are they? Just signs of the times.

Here’s what would have happened years ago, if you were in a good Bible-teaching church, and you had a
person in your church, whether a woman or a man, knowingly, outwardly, committing adultery and both
parties were still married. What would happen? They would be called before the deacon board, and be given
the ultimatum. “Look! Get your act together. You are hurting a lot of people. It’s a total disgrace to yourself.
It’s a total disgrace to your children. It’s a total disgrace to your church, and, a total disgrace to humanity.
Most of all, it is a disgrace to God, Himself. If you’re going to go to church and claim to be a Christian, then,
you need to get your act together. Don’t misrepresent us as a church. This isn’t what we teach!”

That would help the family. That would help the people to realize that God does not approve this. They
would be told, “You are not going to use our church to play out your ungodly, unholy, adulterous situation,
and, then, peddle that into the church, along with your reputation. No, you are not going to do that. If you want
to do that, find another church!” But you have your liberal churches that accept that today. Yes, they are not
going to take a stand on that. Why? It’s a sign of the times. Notice again in Proverbs 30:12,

“There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.”
(Proverbs 30:11-12)

PSsyCHICS AND DEMONIC SPIRITS.

We are in an age when the television programming is plastered all over with this psychic, and that
psychic. This one is better than that one, etc. A sign of the times. Go with me to Deuteronomy 18:10,11,
“There shall not be found among you any one THAT MAKETH HIS SON OR HIS DAUGHTER TO
PASS THROUGH THE FIRE, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a

witch, (10). Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer (one who
contacts the dead)” (11).
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A “necromancer” is one who claims to contact the dead. A “wizard” is one who claims supernatural
powers, but not those of God. Not those of God at all.

When the verse says “one that maketh his son, or daughter, to pass through the fire,” this is referring to
their sacrifices to Molech. Even Israel did this. Molech was one of the Amonite gods that was worshiped as a
deity. They would make a statue of him with his arms outstretched, and underneath the arms was a fire. They
would kill their little babies by placing them over the fire, on the outstretched arms of the idol, where it was
almost like an incinerator. They practiced human sacrifice.

We have the same thing today, do we not? Absolutely! Don’t we have it in abortion? Many do sacrifice
their children by aborting them and killing them. They commit First Degree Premeditated Murder to cover up
their adultrous situations, or fornication. They certainly do. Because of their adultery, and their sin against
their own bodies, and their lust of the flesh which they seemingly can’t control, they are going to sacrifice
their son, or daughter. They are going to kill them, now, because they are an inconvenience to them, and they
are unholy. They are adulterers, or adultresses, and to cover up this sin, they will go ahead and kill the
children. That is supposed to take care of it all. They think that will cover up their act of killing a human baby,
just like the heathen did.

What this country really needs is morality, isn’t it? Yet, we have a Supreme Court that endorses abortion.
Israel, right before they were judged, were offering their children as sacrifices. I would hate to be in a mother’s
shoes when she stands before God, who, because of her ungodly, unholy act of adultery, and who couldn’t
control herself like she should, becomes with child and has it put to death by aborting it.

How is it done? They open the womb. They go in. They suck the brains of the child out. They, then,
squeeze the skull so it will make a “better delivery,” an easier delivery for the mother. After that, it is sucked
out of the womb, and you are aborted. You have committed First Degree Murder by sacrificing your child to
cover up your adultrous situation. We think that is all right. Are we a twisted up nation, or are we not? The
practice of abortion today is no better than those who burned their children in the fires of the false idol,
Molech.

What is it? Signs of the times.
Let us see what God says about these psychics who are nothing more than demon-controlled, satanic
spirits. It was prohibited by God in Leviticus 19:31,

“‘Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: | am the
LORD your God.”

Also, in Leviticus 20:6,
“And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after
them, | will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people”

Notice Leviticus 20:27, where the penalty for these psychics and wizards is given.
“A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit (that's a demonic spirit), or that is a wizard, shall
surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them”

Yes, God is against that, and God thinks that these activities are worthy of death. With that in mind, let us
get a couple more Scriptures. Let us go to Isaiah 47:13, where God inspired Isaiah to really come down on
them,

“Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the
monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.”

We have heard that even some of our presidents, and their wives, have contacted psychics to try to tell
them what decisions to make. What a disgrace, not only to themselves, but to the nation that we live in. Instead
of going to psychics, which are nothing more than demonically controlled people, why not go to the Word of
God? Amen?

God gives the principles that will save a nation, and the guidelines on how a nation is to be prospered.
Let’s get down to punishing the criminal. Let’s get down to not committing First Degree Murder by killing our
children because we commit adultery. We kill the fruit of that adultery to cover up our own sin. Our country
has approved that. [ hope we can get back to God’s view of human life.
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It is too bad that any man running for office, that is going to come out against abortion is not going to get
elected. Even though there are a lot of Christians that would like to see us go back to those principles, you’ll
find the majority in government are not Christians. The majority /ove to live in their sin. The majority do not
have a conscience about killing their own children to cover up their own sin and shame. Just kill it! Get it out
of the road, and let me have my fun.

The Bible tells us, in 2 Timothy 3:13, that things are going to wax worse, and worse.
“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.”
To go along with our discussion of psychics, let me identify a popular one of our day, Kenny King. He
claims to be the best. These are nothing more than demon-controlled and demon-possessed men. According to

Webster’s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language, reference “psychics,” here’s what it
says (two definitions):

1.  Especially sensitive to influences, or forces, of a non-physical, apparently supernatural nature.
2. A person who is especially sensitive to psychic influences, a medium.

You have more of that going on today. Call this psychic and call that psychic. “Oh-oh! She told me
everything about myself. This was wonderful...!” Are you going to be stupid enough to pay this woman for
that? Can they tell things about you? Yes! I believe the demons come around and can put it into their minds to
do that. It doesn’t come from the Lord, but it can come by demons. Absolutely!

HOMOSEXUALITY: A SIGN OF THE TIMES.
“The Days of Noah” Compared to the “Days of Lot.”

“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man (26). They did eat,
they drank, THEY MARRIED WIVES, THEY WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all” (Luke 17:26-27).

Notice, carefully, that in the “days of Noah” they married wives. God doesn’t say that they “married
wives” in the “days of Lot.” They were Sodomites, and they were perverts. They didn’t marry anybody! They
just had an affair with each other.

In Genesis 6:5 “...GOD saw... that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.” (Genesis 6:5)

Christ gives, “Likewise, as it was in the days of Lot,” in Luke 17:28,29, as a sign of the times before His
Return. He says:

“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot, THEY DID EAT,
They did that in Noah’s day, didn’t they?
“... they DRANK,
They also did this in Noah’s day.
“..they BOUGHT
Ditto above.
“...they SOLD,
Ditto above.
“...they PLANTED,
Ditto above.
“...they BUILDED, (V.28)
Ditto above.
BUT in Lot’s Day, it doesn’t say “THEY MARRIED.”
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“‘But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and
DESTROYED THEM ALL" (V.29).

In the area where Lot lived, they were totally Sodomites. They were perverts. God went in and destroyed
them all. God hates the Sodomite!

Then, the Lord says in Luke 17:30,
“Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.”

This takes us to Revelation 19:11-21 and His Return in Glory,

“And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war” (11).

In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, you have a lot of sins that are listed there, and there were some that had been
“...effeminate,” meaning they had been homosexuals. When you continue reading the Word of God there, it
says, “such WERE some of you,” in Corinth. That is past tense. That means they realized that homosexuality
was wrong, and with God’s help, they changed their manner of living, not to BE saved, but because they
WERE saved!

Just to show you the signs of the times, we mentioned the Evangelical Lutheran Churches of America
takes in practicing homosexuals. They do not denounce their homosexuality. They are not sorry about their
homosexuality. They say God made a mistake! And this church takes them in as members “just the way they
are.” They do not denounce their sin. They enjoy living in it.

I just wonder how many parents ever think about when they send their child to youth group, will that
child be molested? How do you know that you don’t have a homosexual the church took into membership
accompanying the youth on an overnight camp out. Do you know that? No, absolutely, you don’t! And that
homosexual isn’t going to tell you either. The church may know, but they’ll keep it “Hush! Hush!” Many
ELCA Lutherans, that I have talked to, didn’t even know that their church took in practicing homosexuals,
because the church never told them. They hid it from them. They didn’t want them to know, because they were
afraid they would leave the church and take their money with them!

I don’t mean to be repetitive, but it’s a sign of the times, Folks. The ELCA is not the only church that
takes in practicing homosexuals.

If you move to Walnut Grove and come to our church and want to know what we believe, we’ll sit down
with you and give you a doctrinal statement that says, “Here’s what we believe.” No “if’s,” “and’s,” or
“but’s.” Whenever you find a church hiding things, you’ve got a false church, my Friend. The cults do the
same thing. They never tell you what they believe until they get you “sucked in.”

There are some homosexuals that tell us, “Well, I was born that way.” If that’s the case, you are accusing
God of being a liar. God did not create you that way. He created man and woman. He didn’t create women to
have men’s desires, and He didn’t create men to have women’s desires. He created a man to desire a woman,
and a woman to desire a man. These are absolute perverts, practicing homosexuals, who come out and say,
“You created me this way, God.” And we have churches dumb enough, absolutely stupid enough to buy that,
and take them into their membership. I would run from that church, or any of the several churches that take in
practicing homosexuals.

The Gospel of Luke says “God “destroyed them all,” but the church will take them in. What is it? A sign
of the times. Go with me to Isaiah 5:20, notice what it says,

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

Are we in that day and age? Yes, we are. It’s a sign of the times.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THERE IS A “FAMINE...OF HEARING THE WORDS OF THE LORD?”

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he” (Proverbs
29:18).

This is a very interesting verse.
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1.  “Where there is no vision...” The words “no vision” mean “there is no word from God.”
2.  “The people perish.” The word “perish” means “cast off restraints.”
It would literally read this way, “Without the Word of God, the people go to pieces.”

We can’t even have a Baccalaureate, or a Commencement Service. We’re not going to have a Graduation
Service now, because we’re going to corrupt these Seniors if we mention God. We’re not going to mention
faith in Christ. We’re not going to mention God is the Creator, because we’ve got some of these atheists sitting
in there, as Biology and Science teachers, who have tried to brainwash these graduates by saying there is no
God. Taking God out of public life, the schools, and our homes is the cause of all the problems we have today.

We find a remarkable individual among the kings of Israel, named King Josiah. We will read about him in
2 Kings 22, because it would be wonderful to have a president like this. It would be wonderful to have pastors
like this. It would be wonderful to have governors like this, and leaders of our country like this.

Josiah was the son of Ammon and Jedidah, and the grandson of Manasseh, who was a wicked king, and
the son of Hezekiah. Josiah’s reign on the Davidic throne lasted for about 31 years. It was the last surge of
political independence and religious revival, before the disintegration of the Southern Kingdom ended with the
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. Let’s go to Chapter 22, and read the account of a man that God was well
pleased with. If Josiah were here today, he would say, “Instead of taking the Bibles out of the schools, we’re
going to flood the schools with Bibles. We’re going to teach the kids about God.” Notice in 2 Kings 22:13,

“Go ye, enquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of
this book that is found (the Bible): for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us,

because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book (the Bible), to do according unto
all that which is written concerning us. “

Josiah said, “Get that Word of God back here before God pours judgment out upon us!” Josiah got rid of
all the phony preachers and the idolatrous priests. Verse 20 says He took them out and killed them. We find
this in 2 Kings 23:5,

“And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the
high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned
incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven” (2
Kings 23:5).

These counterfeit religious leaders were probably bought off, but Josiah said, “No more of you phonies.
You’re out!” We will look at Verse 20 while we’re here. He got rid of them, permanently!

“And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there upon the altars, and burned men's
bones upon them, and returned to Jerusalem” (2 Kings 23:20).

Another thing Josiah did is found in 2 Kings 23:7,

“And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the LORD, where the
women wove hangings for the grove” (2 Kings 23:7).

King Josiah cleaned out all the sodomites, but we take them in, don’t we? They “were by the house of the
LORD.” They lived right beside the church, didn’t they? Isn’t that a lovely scene? The “groves” were the idols
that the women wove “hangings” for, and there were the Sodomites right next door.

Josiah came in and said, “No more, you perverts! You’re done! You’re not corrupting our children!
You’re not corrupting our people!” He took action and cleaned them out, didn’t he?

And then in 2 Kings 23:10 we find them offering their children as sacrifices!

“And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his
son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech” (2 Kings 23:10).

Josiah ordered that no man was to make his son, or his daughter “pass through the fire” of Molech. He
cleaned them out. There was to be no more of that! That would be like saying, “There is no more adultery.
There will be no more abortion! It’s cleaned out, once and for all. That’s it! No more!”

The Supreme Court of the United States of America has given a mother the legal right to kill her child
inside her womb. They are just like the corrupt leaders that Josiah faced. From 1973 to the present, this court
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has given permission to a woman to legally commit Premeditated First Degree Murder on a live human being
in her womb. Since 1973 to this time in 2015, this heinous act has never been reversed. If Josiah were
president, these men and women would be out of a job and would never be eligible for a judgeship in the
future.

We have a Congress and a Senate, but where is there a Josiah for today? These two branches of
government, along with our so-called President, and a so-called Supreme Court, have given a so-called mother
permission to kill a human baby who wants to live, but is unable to speak, or defend itself in any way.
Congratulations, Satan! You have proven God’s Word to be true.

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the

beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44).

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a country with a President, a Congress, a Supreme Court, and
Governors, made up of individuals who had the same principles as Josiah? Wouldn’t you want your pastor to
be like that, and not some wimp who is afraid he’s going to lose his congregation, or his church, or be kicked
out of the organization if he didn’t continue to preach perverted doctrine? But what if he taught the Bible in his
responsibility to God? Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a pastor like that? If you’ve got one, you’d better
take care of him, and thank God for him. They are surely not in a multitude today.

In 2 Kings 23:24, King Josiah did away with the psychics and the demons.

“Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the
abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he
might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the
house of the LORD”

And, in 2 Kings 23:15, he got rid of all the cult religions.

“Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and burned the high
place, and stamped it small to powder, and burned the grove.”

It’s just a sign of the times we’re living in. What’s the answer to it? There is no answer except “Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.”

But the answer for you to escape God’s judgment is to “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” that He died
on that Cross for you. He took your judgment when He gave Himself on that Cross, so you would not have to
die, spend eternity in Hell, and make the judgment payment for your own sin. Christ took your sin upon Him.
Accept His righteousness today.

We are bringing out these signs of the times to let you know how close it is to the coming of Jesus Christ.

PERSECUTION: “WHOSOEVER KILLETH YOU WILL THINK HE DOETH GOD SERVICE.” JOHN 16:1-3

“These things have | [Christ] spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. (1) They shall put you
out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God
service (2). And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me”
(John 16:1-3).

GERHARD KITTEL, HITLER’S CHAPLAIN

The words, in the verse above, were spoken by our Lord, in the Upper Room, the night before He was
crucified. But they have an application to what will happen during the Tribulation Period, when the Antichrist
breaks his covenant with Israel, and sends his followers and executioners out to kill every Christian and Jewish
person they can get their hands on. They are so convinced that the Antichrist is the real Messiah, that has
returned to Earth, that they will absolutely believe it is God’s will to carry out such a massacre. They will
think they are doing God a service. Sadly, antisemitism is on the rise today, and the leaders of our country
want to turn their backs on Israel.

The charismatic attraction of evil men in the past, who have come into leadership, is well known. One
does not have to turn many pages of world history before they find the evil Adolph Hitler. Using the words of
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Martin Luther, himself, Hitler was able to persuade some in the church they were doing God’s work by
operating concentration camps and gas chambers. He convinced many to inflict excruciating torture and
murder on innocent men, women, and children, “in the name of Science.”

Many thought that God wanted them to rid Germany of all Jewish persons, gypsies, or anyone not deemed up
to Hitler’s standards. There was a man like that in Hitler’s Germany. He was a theologian, and the son of a
theologian. Let me tell you how the demon-possessed Hitler caused him to do horrible, inhuman acts.

His name was Gerhard Kittel and he was Hitler’s Chaplain. His name is really a household word among
New Testament Greek scholars. Kittel edited the 10-Volume standard reference work used in New Testament
Greek word study. It is entitled The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. All of the new translations,
the New American Standard Bible (NASB), the Living Bible (LB), the Living Letters (LL), the New
International Version (NIV), all of these have used the definitions of the words given by Gerhard Kittel. The
NIV translators relied on its judgment, when selecting words, as do most all translators. When a pastor, or
media preacher, elaborates with reference to the Greek, it is virtually certain that he is citing a judgment about
the correct meaning, or choice of a word, from this particular dictionary, or the Abridged Compendium which
has adopted the citations. The editors of the work remarked and, of course, they are going to say very
complimentary things, “This set is the standard that is a necessity for serious Greek students. It is the best New
Testament dictionary ever completed. Every serious Greek student dreams of owning a set.” Well, if you are
going to publish it, and you want the money from it, that is exactly what you are going to say.

Kittel’s labors on his ten-volume New Testament Dictionary began the same year he became Hitler’s
hired man. Kittel was a German. Kittel’s trial, conviction, and his imprisonment for his key part in the
extermination of two-thirds of Europe’s Jewish population is a harsh fact, hidden from those who are seeking
hidden meanings in the Greek.

In Gerhard Kittel, Satan found a man who could destroy both the Seed of Israel and the Incorruptible
Seed. His writings penned between 1937, and 1943, caused the physical death of Jews, and spiritual death of
untold others. Using the cloak of Christianity and Science, Kittel was the chief architect of the so-called
“racial science” and “Christian-base” for Hitler’s antisemitism. “Kittel is,” as one man said, “Even darker and
menacing than anyone I know. He has the grim distinction of making extermination of the Jews theologically
respectable.” That’s what one man wrote about him.

Another scholar said, “There was a cancer in 19" Century Germany. The German theologian, Kittel, had
deteriorated to an unbelieving liberalism. Understanding the moral treason of churchmen required knowledge
of the doctrinal state of much of Europe during the first four decades of this country. He was that satanic
influence.”

Why don’t you go to your pastor and ask him if he has a 10-Volume set of the Kittel Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament. The New King James Version, and all the new versions, have abandoned
the traditional Old Testament text, and follow Rudolph Kittel’s 1937 corruption. (Who was Rudolph Kittel?
He was Gerhard’s father.)

What was the source of these bizarre notions of Aryan Superiority and Jewish Inferiority? Kittel’s
Volkisch mysticism, and Hitler’s occultism, were at the root of their mutual antisemitism. The United States
Army discovered Hitler’s library of personally marked occult books, and noted that he kept a copy of The
Secret Doctrine by Helen Blavatsky. She is the mother, and the seamstress, of the New Age movement that
you have today. She formulated the Luciferian Doctrines, and the damnable doctrines of Shirley McClain.
Shirley McClain says: “God is not our God. We are our God.” You want to remember that name, Madame
Blavatsky. Hitler was a student of hers and read all of her writings. Blavatsky’s book was also used by the
Mystical Societies of Germany after WWI, and was, perhaps, the source of Kittel’s antisemitism, as well as
that of others.

As early as 1909, Hitler joined the Anti-Semitic Union. His speeches of 1919, and 1920, were peppered
with this poison. Finally, January 30, 1939, Hitler told the world, “In a new world, the Jewish race of Europe
will be destroyed.” One man notes that Kittel saw God’s hand in the evaluation of Hitler’s power. Kittel’s
defense, during his trial for war crimes, included his assertion that his actions had been imposed upon him by
God. He said God had done this to him,and he was just following God’s leading. What a deranged man.
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Theologian Martin Buber had this to say, “Kittel’s work cannot be seen as anything but a satanic
distortion of Christianity.” Kittel promoted a new Bible version for Hitler’s new church, to replace Luther’s
traditional German Bible, based on the Majority Text, which is the same one the King James is translated
from. The Majority Text is the one where all the 5,200, or the majority of them, all agree as to the text, not the
one per cent that the new translations are based upon that cane out of Alexandria, Egypt. What a joke!

In 1933, Kittel joined the Nazi party and his Mystical Maze hit a turning point. That year he also began to
work on the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, the one found in most pastor’s studies and libraries,
today. Kittel hoped his work would give theology a more “secular” sub-structure. The potential for trouble
suddenly became concrete in 1933. Ego involvement must have played a role in Kittel’s career in 1933. After
1933, Kittel’s work changed its tone. Before 1933, Kittel defended Judaism. Then Kittel produced a body of
work between 1933, and 1944, filled with hatred and slander toward the Jews. In 1933, Kittel wrote a book
and gave speeches, vowing, “We must not allow ourselves to be crippled; because the whole world screams at
us of barbarianism. How the German Volk" regulates its own cultural affairs does not concern anyone else in
the world.” That’s why he felt free to take part in the extermination of six million Jews. Kittel had a part of
that when he was a hired agent of Hitler in 1933.

Between 1933, and 1944, Kittel was cranking out volume after volume of the lengthy Theological
Dictionary. He was also taking a leadership role in the Nazi organizations and publications.

Rudolph Hess, you may remember him, was one of the earliest members of the Occult Society and
Hitler’s right hand man. He attended the opening ceremonies, which were followed by newspaper headlines
pronouncing the organization as the scientific weapon in the Nazi fight against the Jews. Kittel became the
most frequent contributor to this journal, writing six of the eight volumes, the last being cut short by the end of
the war and Kittel’s imprisonment for war crimes.

Amazing isn’t it. Many of you did not know that. This is the man that penned out this ten volume
Dictionary for the Greek words of the New Testament. All of the new translations: the NIV, the New
International Version followed this. The New American Standard Bible also followed this. This is where it
came from.

He recommended all German Jews be dismissed from their jobs, stripped of their German citizenship,
and their property confiscated. Kittel admitted knowing about the Jewish murders and wrote of his support
Adolf Hitler’s actions. As late as 1944, Kittel was lecturing at the University of Vienna, speaking of the
“depraved Jews” who were the cause of the fall of the Roman Empire.

Now, we have God’s answer to all of this found in Psalms 50:16-20,

“But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest
take my covenant in thy mouth? (16) Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind
thee. (17) When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with
adulterers. (18) Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit.(19) Thou sittest and
speakest against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mother's son.”

The picture of Kittel which emerges is not that of a devout Christian. He refurbished it with a touch of
contemporary racialism and mysticism. You see, that refurbishing touch was that of the paw of the “wolf in
sheep’s clothing.” Gerhard Kittel massaged the meanings in the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament
and he is manipulating a new generation of Christians when they touch their new versions. “Yea, hath God
said?” Hitler, knowing good and evil, chose the evil.

God’s Answer: “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.”

If you feel that you have been deceived, you are not alone. At the very end of Kittel’s life he confessed
that the years of his editorship of the dictionary and his propaganda ministry for Hitler, “was based upon the
most bitter deception of my life.” That is what he said.

“His lack of spiritual discernment, or his diseased conscience,” as one scholar—FErickson—has called it,
seems to have been accompanied by defect in his scholarship. In citing a defect in Kittel’s work, Erickson
writes: “This example throws a shadow of doubt on all of Kittel’s research. Kittel’s factual base may not have
always been strong enough to support the conclusions he drew. He was quite prejudiced.”
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And what are the conclusions? Perhaps you will hear some of them next week from the pulpit of your

church, your radio or television preacher, as you read in a new version, the NIV, or the NASB. This is the man
who hated the Jews, was tried for war crimes, and penned out this trash used by your new modern translations.
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HEAVEN'S TROOPS ARE COMING HOME!

Soon we'll hear the Trump of God,
"Swing the Gates of Heaven wide!"
The Savior's troops are coming home
And can't wait to come inside.

They've been recalled by our Savior,
Royal Commander-in-chief.
"Come home, my blood-bought warriors.
Stand down, you're on relief."

I have a place prepared for you
On a golden street so fair.
Loved ones who've preceded you
Wait to give a welcome there.

There'll be no more broken bodies.

No more suffering without a cure.

We, once battle-scarred and weary,
Find ourselves in bodies new and pure.

Our "vile bodies will be changed
Like unto His glorious one."
"Whereby he subdues all things."
"In a moment," it will be done!

Angels line the streets rejoicing

As we lay our backpacks down.

We will trade the noise of battle
For a Soul Winner's Crown.

All the active duty soldiers
Will be glad they chose to serve.
They'll get gold...and precious stones.
Not so, for the Reserve.
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They, who were last to enlist:
Or, declined to join the fray;
Or, even "pass the ammunition,"
To send the Gospel on its way.

Ashamed; but, welcome in Heaven,
Those who've only just believed.
Salvation requires no works at all,

God's Eternal Life they've received.

Their works of "wood...and stubble,"
Won't stand the judgment pyre.
They'll go up in a puff of smoke,
They're still saved; "yet...as by fire."

Soon we'll gather 'round the Throne
With loved ones waiting there.
The time of weeping will be over.
The time of joy will now be here.

We'll fall down at our Savior's feet,
The One who paid Redemption's price;
We could not even be in Heaven
Without His Perfect Sacrifice.

But, for now...the battle still rages.
The trump did not sound on high.
Let's not "be weary in well-doing";
Signs show the time is drawing nigh.

We know the Lord comes quickly,

And He will call His Armies home.

" Caught up" to meet him in the air,
"Even so, Lord Jesus, Come."

Marjorie A. Younce



REVELATION: CHAPTER FOUR

“THE THINGS WHICH MUST BE HEREAFTER.”

We have been covering the signs of the times which precede the Rapture, and, now we are ready to move
on and cover more ground a little faster than we have previously.

Revelation 4:1.

“After this | looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which | heard was
as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and | will shew thee things which
must be hereafter” (Revelation 4:1).

Again, this fulfills the natural outline of the book of Revelation 1:19. The “things which must be
hereafter. “Hereafter” what? When John is taken up, it pictures the Rapture of the Church. There is no more
mention of the Church in the Book of Revelation until Revelation 22:16. Why? The Church is now in Heaven.

Revelation 4:2.

“‘And immediately | was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the
throne” (Revelation 4:2).

The One that “sat on the throne” was Christ.

Revelation 4:3.

“And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round
about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.” (Revelation 4:3)

And you say, What in the world is the sight of this? It must have been a very beautiful sight as John
opened his eyes, and there he was in Heaven, face to face with the Lord Jesus Christ. What a sight to behold!

And for the Christian, when we’re “absent from the body, present with the Lord,” there are things that
God has put in our language that we can read about Heaven; but honestly, truthfully, nothing can compare to
what the real thing is going to be. And for God to describe it to us, we’re thankful for that. It is wonderful and
it is going to be beautiful. When we leave this body, because we are going to die, but we do have a home in
Heaven. We are just passed from death unto life. And when we see the glories of Heaven, it’s going to be
more than whatever could be described in human words!

You often wonder, what in the world is the significance of the stones which John saw. He looked and he
saw a jasper stone, and a sardine stone, and “there was a rainbow round about the throne in the sight like unto
an emerald.” To get the significance of this, we have to go back to the Old Testament, because you’ll recall
back in Exodus 28, all of these stones appeared on the breast plate of the priest. Now, we only have three listed
here. We find out there were also nine others, so when the priest went in to perform his priestly duties, he had
twelve stones upon his breast, a stone for each of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Notice in Verse 3, it says
“And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper (stone)...

The jasper stone and the sardine stone represent the First and the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ. You will see the significance of that, and why John sees them in reverse of how they appeared on the
breastplate of the priest. There’s a reason. With Bibles in hand, let us now go back to the Old Testament to get
the whole picture.
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ExoDus 28:15-21:THE STONES OF THE HIGH PRIEST’S
BREAST PLATE.

“‘And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with
cunning work; after the work of the ephod thou shalt make it;
of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine
twined linen, shalt thou make it (15).

Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the
length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof (16).

And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of
stones: the first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a
carbuncle: this shall be the first row (17).

And the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a
diamond (18).

And the third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst (19).

And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: they
shall be set in gold in their inclosings (20).

And the stones shall be with the names of the children of
Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of
a signet; every one with his name shall they be according to
the twelve tribes” (21).

This is very interesting here. The sardius stone is on
the first row. You actually had four rows with three stones
across. You’ll notice, the first stone was a sardius, and that
was the stone for Reuben. Then you have the topaz and the
carbuncle. The topaz was the stone for Simeon, and the
carbuncle was that of Levi. So, you have the rows here,
and you have three across with four rows down. Each stone appeared with engraving identifying one of the
tribes of Israel. There were twelve stones, of course, because there were twelve tribes of Israel.

22. Gems on the High Priest's Breastplate.

We begin to look to the sardine stone. It is very interesting to note that the sardius was a blood-red stone,
and it represents the Cross. As we’ve said, that was the stone identifying the tribe of Reuben. It comes from
two Hebrew words meaning “Behold the son.” Now, the sardius stone here represents the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ to the Cross of Calvary. In John 1:29, John the Baptist said this,

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

Isn’t that something! The sardius, a blood-red stone, the first stone on the breast plate of the priest,
represented the First Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary.

The jasper stone here was a clean and transparent stone, and it speaks of victory and power. It is the last
stone that we see on the breastplate, and is the stone for Benjamin, who represents the Lion when it comes in
power. Benjamin’s name means “the son of my power.” John sees them in reverse. And, as we’ve said, they
represent the First and Second Coming of our great priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. John sees them in reverse
Please note our representation of the breastplate in the upper left corner.

Now, let’s read the first part of Revelation 4:3 again.
“And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper ...”

John is on the other side of Calvary now. He is looking back at what is represented on the breast plate
here. He sees the jasper stone first, and then the sardine stone. This tells us that John is seeing the stones in
reverse, because he is on the other side of Calvary. We find out that when Christ comes back the second time,
He will coming as “the Son of my power.” He will be roaring like the Lion out of the Tribe of Judah! He will
be coming in judgment.

The sardius stone, the Reuben stone, tells us He came as the meek Lamb of God to die on the Cross the
first time. He didn’t come to fight. He didn’t come to exercise His power against man at that time, but He
came to exercise only the power of the Resurrection to show that He was more powerful than Satan. He
triumphed over anything the demonic, satanic world could do to hold Him in the Tomb. Yes! He arose from
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the dead and He is a living Savior. He’s alive today. He’s your Savior and “He ever liveth to make
intercession” for you and I. I hope that you’ve trusted Him as your Savior. I hope that you have trusted Him as
the Lamb of God,— the blood-red stone.

We know that He is coming again—because of the jasper stone. God revealed this to John up in Heaven’s
Throne Room, and what it represented—Jesus Christ is coming again!

And, when He comes and sets His Kingdom up on this Earth, He’s coming as a Lion. He will not come as
the Lamb of God. He’s going to come in power as the crucified, risen Savior. When we get into Chapter Six,
He will be roaring out of Heaven, and He will be executing judgment on the Earth when men will hide...

“...themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And [say] to the mountains and rocks,

Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:”
(Revelation 6:16)

I thank God that you and I will never have to hide from the wrath of God. In fact, we go to the Cross of
Calvary. That’s where the wrath of God was poured out upon Jesus Christ for your sake and my sake. Christ
took our wrath, the wrath of Almighty God, which is death. Romans 6:23 tells us,

“For the wages of sin is death; (23a)

But...we find out,
“the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (23b)

Instead of me facing the wrath of God for my sin, I look to Calvary. Christ said that He came into the
world to seek and save that which is lost. Before I trusted Christ as my Savior, I knew that I was lost. Every
Christian knows they are lost, and need a Savior, before they trust Christ. Let me ask you. Are you soaking in
self-righteousness, and trying to live in a generation which covers its sins, and says, “Oh, I’'m a pretty good
person.” Are you trying to do that? Or, will you be honest with God? God’s candid camera of your heart says,
“Everyone in the World is a sinner.”

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” - Romans 3:23
God says, “Accept my Son as your Savior and you’ll be passed from death unto life (John 5:24).”

So...the jasper stone shows that Jesus is coming in power and glory to set up the Kingdom, and to judge
it. Not only that, when we go at the Rapture, “So shall we ever be with the Lord,” God tells us in 1
Thessalonians 4:17. Therefore, when Christ comes back to set the Kingdom up, we’re coming back with Him!
We’re going to be here with Christ, and we’re going to be witnessing that power in the Kingdom that He sets
up. We are going to be priests and kings unto Him.

“And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen” (Revelation 1:6)

That’s the position that Christ has given to everyone who is has trusted Him as their Savior. Everyone
who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ becomes a child of God.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name:” (John 1:12).

As we look on down in our text, we see another stone...
“...in sight like unto an emerald.” (Revelation 4:3b)

The emerald was the stone of Judah, and Judah means “praise” in the Hebrew. It is from this title that
we know the King is to come and to be praised forever. How wonderful it will be when we get to Heaven and
see this glorious scene that John sees here. He is trying to describe it, the best he can, for us to understand in
our language. This is just a “preview of the coming attractions” and it is hard to describe all the glories that are
going to be there. Let us go on down and notice in Revelation 4:4,

“And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats | saw four and twenty
elders,’(4a)...

These elders represent ALL of mankind. They represent the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel and the
twelve apostles, which takes in all of mankind.
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“sitting clothed in white raiment;”(4b)...

They are saved and up in Heaven.
“...and they had on their heads crowns of gold” (4c).

You may not be much in this world, but you have crowns that God is going to give you, if you’ve been
faithful to serve Him down here. You are His glory, do you know that? They crowned the Lord Jesus with a
crown of thorns, but He has traded that for a crown of glory. Do you know that you, as a child of God who has
come to Him by faith in Jesus Christ, are His crown of glory? He bought you with a price and you receive that
payment by putting your faith in Him. You now belong to Him. What a wonderful Savior we have!

Revelation 4:5.

And, now for Revelation 4:5. We’re getting ready here, in Chapters Four and Five, for the unleashing of
some of the most terrible things that have ever been thrown out by God upon this Earth. We are going to pick
that up in Chapter Six. These are the previews, here, to let us know what is getting ready to take place, and
what has to take place prior to God’s pouring these judgments out.

“And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps
of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”

The “seven spirits of God” are nothing more than a represention of the omniscience of God. He is all-
knowing. “Seven” is the number of perfection. “Six” is the number of man. Man was created on the Sixth Day.
The giants had six toes, six fingers. (1 Chronicles 20:6). Six is the number of man. It is imperfection. Seven is
the number of perfection, and only God is omniscient. Only God is omnipotent. Therefore, the “seven spirits”
represent the all-seeing, the all-knowing, the all-wisdom of Almighty God, Himself. He is absolute perfection.
We have all sinned and come short of the glory, or the perfection of God. That’s why all humanity are sinners.
No one can be as righteous as God, himself. But I thank God that He sent His only begotten Son to die upon
that Cross. Notice 2 Corinthians 5:21,

“...he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

When I accept His sin payment for my sin on Calvary, Jesus Christ places to my account, and your
account, the very righteousness of Christ, Himself. I go to Heaven, perfect. I am not perfect down here, and
that is why I can’t take my body to Heaven. God is going to give me a new one. I am, positionally, perfect in
the eyes of God, because He has placed to my account what I could never put there myself. He placed the
perfection of Jesus Christ to my account, and I go to Heaven on the righteousness of Christ, and no
righteousness that I could ever achieve myself. I would fall short of that perfection. You see, we have all
sinned and fallen short of the glory, or the perfection of God.

Aren’t you thankful that He’s your Savior, and that you know you have a home in Heaven? Let’s go down
to Revelation 4:6,

Revelation 4:6-8.

“And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and
round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind” (6).

And then in Verse 7, he describes the beasts,

“And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as
a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle (7). And the four beasts had each of them six
wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come” (8)”

John observes four beasts, who are always before the throne, praising God day and night. The word
“beast” here is translated from the Greek word “zoon,” and means “living creatures.” This is where we get our
words “zoo, and zoology.” These are not the vicious “beasts of the Earth (“th&rion”), or predatory animals that
kill men in Chapter Six (6:8).

If you’ll go in your Bibles to Isaiah 6:2,16, you will find out these are the Seraphim. This is a created
heavenly host that we know very little about. If you go to Ezekiel 1, and Ezekiel 10, you will find that there is
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another heavenly host called the Cherubim. They have four wings, and their appearance was described to
Ezekiel in a vision. He was taken up into Heaven and God allowed him to see the Heavenly train, and let him
know what was there. So, Isaiah did have a brief glimpse, and he notifies us in Isaiah 6 that these are the
Seraphim, and they have six wings.

As we consider these beasts that appear here, that one looked like a lion, one a calf, one a man, and one an
eagle, it reminds us of the four Gospels. They are presenting here the same four-fold picture of our Wonderful
Savior, the Lord Jesus, as you see in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each one has an
emphasis upon a different aspect of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ. You put them all together and you
have a four-sided composite picture of our Wonderful Savior.

1. Matthew is the Kingdom book, and Matthew has the emphasis on the presentation of Christ as the King to
the nation of Israel. That’s why you have His genealogy there in the first chapter of Matthew. It takes us
clear back to Abraham, showing that Jesus Christ has a right to sit upon the Throne of David. All through
the book it references that “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” That is, “the Kingdom from Heaven is at
hand,” and is found 38 times in the Book of Matthew, because the King is at hand. The whole emphasis of
Matthew is, Jesus Christ is the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. He is the Savior, and the King, to the
Nation of Israel. Accept Him, Israel, as your Messiah. The beast that represents Him here is the lion. He is
the Lion out of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5), the King of Kings, just as the lion is the King of the
Forest.

“And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof’ (Revelation 5:5 ).

2. Then we come to the Gospel of Mark, as the Holy Spirit inspired Mark to write. Mark portrays Christ as
the Servant. It has more conjunctions in it as far as the word, “and.” And... and...and...! The activity
never stops. A servant is always working. There are no genealogies in Mark. Who cares about the
genealogy of a servant, as long as he can do the work. Jesus Christ came to be the Servant of mankind,
even to die on the Cross, as a Servant to mankind, to pay for our sin. So, the Gospel of Mark’s emphasis is
on Jesus Christ as a Servant. The calf, or the ox here, pictures Him as the Servant. They were to do the
work.

3. And then we come to Luke. Luke emphasizes Christ as the Son of Man. Isn’t that amazing, when we know
He is the Son of God? Luke gives a genealogy because he emphasizes Him as the Son of Man, and takes
His genealogy clear back to Adam, showing He was born of human flesh, although it was sinless flesh
because of the Virgin Birth. Luke’s emphasis is on Him being the Son of Man. He was perfect God, yet He
was perfect man. That’s the whole emphasis of the Gospel of Luke. Yes, He was God incarnate in human
flesh. That is why He is pictured here by the third beast with “the face of a man.” God, personified, in
human flesh.

4. Then, we come to the fourth beast which is like a flying eagle. That’s exactly how Christ is pictured there
in the Gospel of John. When you come to the Gospel of John, you will find that there are no genealogies
given in the Gospel of John, because he portrays Him as the Son of God. He is God in human flesh, and,
therefore, being God, He had no beginning or ending. Therefore, there are no genealogies because God
never had a “start,” nor will He ever have an ending. You see, Jesus Christ is not just a good man, He is
perfect God in human flesh. He is perfect Deity in human flesh and, in that flesh, He was born with no sin
whatsoever. “In him was found no sin.” None, whatsoever!

You put these all together and you have these four beasts, or living creatures, representing the composite
picture of Christ, as they are there at the throne of God, and as pictured in the four Gospels. In Matthew, we
have Him as the Lion, Mark has him as the calf or the ox, picturing the Servant. In Luke, we have Him as the
man, the Son of Man. He was Perfect God, yet, perfect man. In John, we have Him as the eagle, with the
swiftness and the power of an eagle showing His omnipotence. He was pictured, as the eagle by John, showing
He was omniscient, omnipotent God in human flesh. John emphasizes His Deity.
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Revelation 4:9-11.

“And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for
ever and ever, (9) The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship
him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, (10) Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created” (11).

He reminds them again, the four and twenty elders represent all of the redeemed of mankind. The Word
of God tells us that there’s a time coming when every knee shall bow to and give glory to God, and confess
Him.

“For it is written, As | live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess
to God (11). So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God,” (Romans 14:11-12).

Let me ask you, “Do you glorify God, now, and confess (witness) about Him to others?” We have a
wonderful Savior, and the least we can do is to tell others how to have the same salvation by grace that we do.
That is how we “confess” Christ down here.

The saddest thing in the world is to see Christians that have just “backed off from the Lord.” They think
they can live their life more effectively. They don’t need the church. They don’t need Christian fellowship.
When you get around these people, you can surely tell it. You can tell it by their language. They don’t want to
talk about the Bible. They don’t want to talk about the wonderful things that Christ has done for them. They
don’t want to talk about the wonderful blessings that they could be looking forward to, and have that kind of
fellowship. They want to talk about worldly things.

Not that a Christian has to go around with a Bible in each pocket and one in each hand, with two or three
chains with a cross hanging over his back, and one on his chest. We’re not talking about that kind of
fanaticism. We’re talking about a Christian who loves to talk about his Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

You know what is an amazing thing? You see people leaving a liberal church service and they never carry
a Bible to church. You can’t talk to them about the Lord. Huh-uh, they don’t want to talk. They say, “I don’t
talk about religion or politics.” Do you know why they don’t want to talk about that? They don’t know
anything about either one. If they knew anything about them, they would want to talk about them. When you
grow in the grace and knowledge of God’s Word, you can’t keep it in! You want to tell somebody! It’s human
nature.

When you find somebody that doesn’t want to talk about the Bible and says, “Oh-oh, I’'m not going to
argue about the Bible,” they either do not know the Lord, or are an out of fellowship Christian. Talking about
the Bible is not arguing about the Bible. You can talk about the Bible, and not argue. There may come a time
in their life when they desire some truth from God’s Word. They may begin to think, “I don’t really have the
assurance that I’'m going to Heaven when I die.” That is the time they may be open to the Gospel, and you can
help them.

Let me ask you this. If you’re a Christian, do you pray to the Lord Jesus Christ as the four and twenty
elders, representing all mankind, do in Verse 10,

...“fell down before him that sat on the throne, and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever, and
cast their crowns before the throne.”

Do you know what that represents? They worship the Lord Jesus Christ because they know He is their
Creator. They...

“cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power:”

They realized that any award, reward, or anything that they had prospered materialistically, with down
here, had been a gift from God. They thanked God for everything. They thanked God for their jobs, for their
husbands, for their wives. They thanked God for their families, and their Christian homes, and their home in
Heaven.

I’ve heard this more in my years in the ministry than anything else. “You know, Pastor, we never realized
when we had a good Bible-teaching church. We took for granted the fellowship, the outings, and the picnics
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that we had. We could share about witnessing to somebody with others in our church. We had Christian
friends. Then, we moved, and we could not find a good, Bible-teaching church. We felt just like a “duck out of
water.” We were empty. We thought they were everywhere, but they’re not. We’ve tried a couple of churches
here, and, you know what? We got a little verse read and the Bible was closed, then we heard all the
philosophy of the preacher. Or, we heard what the Synod, or the church organization expected, and how each
member has to pay their “dues” now to be a member of this church.”

There’s a minimum “fee” on your head in many church organizations, if you didn’t know that. We call it
a “bounty.” I don’t believe churches should do that, but you have a bounty on your head if you want to join
some of your liberal churches. You gotta “pay up, or shut up!” That’s about it.

But the Fundamental church is not this way. You are free to come. There are no bounties on your head for
money, and there’s nobody hunting your pocketbook. We do not have to pay into an organization to have you
as a member.

How wonderful it is to be as one of the four and twenty elders who fell down and thanked God for the
wonderful blessings that He had given them. They fell down on their knees, and realized, in humility, how
wonderful it is to have a Savior who died on that Cross to pay for their sins, and bought their right to be in that
beautiful throne room in Heaven!

We are going into Chapter Five, next, and we are going to take the key parts and bring them up. We hope
they will be a blessing to you. But...more important than anything else. Honestly, if someone were to ask you,
“Do you know for sure you’re going to Heaven when you die?” Can you, honestly, and truthfully say, “I
know, without a shadow of a doubt, that my home is with the Lord Jesus Christ.” The only way you can say
that is if you’re trusting Jesus Christ, and Him alone. It is not your church, not your baptism, not your church
membership, or any of the things that some churches put in that are non-essential for salvation. There is only
one essential for salvation, and that is belief in Christ as the One who paid for our sins.

“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.” (John 14:6).

If you’re trusting Jesus Christ, you’ll have “the peace of God that passeth all understanding.”

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God.(6) And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6,7).
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« And immcdiatelg ] was in the spiritz and, bcholcl, a throne was set in
heavcn, and one sat on the throne (Z) And he that sat was to look upon
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Revelation 4:2-4

23. The Emerald Throne. Artist: Pat Marvenko Smith. www.Revelationlllustrated.com
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REVELATION, CHAPTER FIVE

THE SEVEN SEALED SCROLL AND REDEMPTION

We are now at Chapter Five in the Book of Revelation. What an exciting chapter this is! We are going to
learn some things from this chapter about Redemption, and about the only One who has the right to open the
Seven Seals. As the Seals are opened, they begin the wrath of God upon an ungodly Earth and upon an
ungodly mankind that pays no attention to Christ. God’s judgments are going to begin to fall with the opening
of these Seals.

Prior to the opening of the seals, we’ve got to find out who has the right to open the scroll, in order to
fulfill the prophecies that were made. Many of the signs are in the Old Testament, concerning the reign of
Christ and His judgments here upon the Earth. This will answer the atheists, the agnostics, and the critics who
are saying, “There is no God.”

[ am amazed at some of these people, today, who do not want anything to do with Christ, and claim not to
believe in a God. Yet, when bad things happen in this world, they are the first to ask, “Well, where is God?”
Right away they want to blame the God they don’t believe in for all of it. We are going to find that God is
going to place His wrath on the Earth, for that kind of philosophy and denial. They will find there is a God of
creation that created them. Where is God? He is in Heaven on His throne. That is what the Book of Revelation
is all about. The word “book” in the following veses is the Greek word “biblion.”

Revelation 5:1-4

“And | saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside,
sealed with seven seals” (1). And | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to
open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? (2) And no man in heaven, nor in Earth, neither under
the Earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. (3) And | wept much, because no man
was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon” (4).

Everything stands still. There is no more progress until one, that is worthy, is able to come and to open
the scroll is found. Only the Creator, only the Lord Jesus Christ is the One able to do that. Everything stops!
There was no person. There was no angel. None of the four and twenty elders were found worthy. None of the
seraphims, or the cherubims were found worthy. No human being ever—ever—ever has the right to go ahead
and open the seals of the prophecy of this book. No one is found in Heaven. No one is found under the Earth.
No one is found on the Earth.

Revelation 5:5

But we will find one of the elders came to John and said,

“...WEEP NOT: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the
book, and to loose the seven seals thereof’ (Revelation 5:5)

We are going to examine the scroll that was written, and contains the Seven Seals of God’s judgment
upon the Earth. Until one is found worthy to open that book, or scroll, we find out that the Old Testament
prophecies will never be fulfilled.

Satan doesn’t want these seals opened! He doesn’t want you to know what the future holds. He wants
you to think everything is all right. You just go out and live it up, and do whatever you want to do. But Satan
is a deceiver. Satan is the Antichrist. He is the one who seeks your soul to Hell. He is the one who seeks to
destroy your life, if you are a Christian. He will do everything possible, because he knows that his end is to be
separated from God for all time and eternity. He also knows that Hell “was created for the devil and his
angels.”
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EXPLANATION OF THE LAWS OF REDEMPTION
“No man was found worthy to open and to read the book” (Revelation 5:4).

To understand what this means, we have to go back to the Old Testament and begin to examine the Laws
of Redemption.

Redemption for a Wife.

In the Old Testament, we find there is redemption for a wife. If a wife had lost her husband because he
died, then, a near relative, the brother was usually the one, could do it. Therefore, if he was not married, under
the Old Testament law, the brother was to go to the priest, and it was written there who the marriage was to.
Under the law, he was to take his brother’s wife, so that the name of the family would continue. If he failed to
do so, then it was written that he was to go before the priest, and he was to suffer shame. He was to take off his
shoe, which was an absolute disgrace. That was the Law in the Old Testament times. He would be a total
disgrace to his relatives, a total disgrace to himself, and a total disgrace to the Nation of Israel for not fulfilling
his responsibility, as God had decreed.

However, if he could redeem the wife, and take that position of the brother who had died, and fulfill that
responsibility to be her husband, he could carry on the name.

Redemption of a Servant.

If a man, because of whatever it might be, owed a debt which he could not pay, then he was to sell
himself to the person to whom he owed the debt, for whatever the money was. The arrangements were made,
and they would, then, go before the priest. The priest would put it in the scrolls. They used to use two scrolls.
They would take the one scroll, put it in the Tabernacle, or the Court of the Temple, for all to see. It would
have the conditions on it. It would say that he owed so-many hundreds of dollars, and he would sell himself as
a slave, and have to work for that person until he got that debt paid off. He was then free.

The other scroll was sealed with seven seals and placed in the Temple. It was only brought out when a
kinsman redeemer gave evidence he was willing, and able, to redeem it. When he paid the redemption terms,
he was given the sealed scroll. Then he would tear open the seven seals, thus invalidating the mortgage, and
the previous owner could take back his redeemed farm, or property.

Sometimes the debt extended further into what was called the “Year of Jubilee,” which was every fiftieth
year. If it was the forty-eighth year that he went into this debt, then he would not have to serve all of that out.
The land was always, on the fiftieth year, to be returned to the Nation of Israel, or returned to the rightful
owner. That was the Law of Redemption.

Redemption of the Land.

If a man had to sell a parcel of land and someone else bought it, and he, himself, could not redeem the
land; then a relative, a nephew or an uncle, could come in and pay the price. That relative could redeem the
land for the uncle, or the nephew, whoever it might be, and buy it back for him. We are going to find out how
significant this is, because we’re going to take the Scriptures. We just wanted to lay this out for you first.

First of all, it shows that no one on Earth, no one in Heaven, no one can redeem you, or have the right to
buy this Title Deed to Creation, only the Creator. That is the Lord Jesus Christ, who is God, Himself, in
human flesh. But in order to do that, as it was with the servant, the wife, and the land, there were three things
that were required:

 First, they had to be related.
o Second, they had to be willing.
e And, third, they had to be able.

We’re going to find that’s exactly what Jesus Christ did for you, and that’s what He did for me. He was
related. We’re going to find out in Hebrews that He was willing to give His life for you to save you. He was
able to do it because He was the only person, on the face of this Earth, born sinless through the virgin birth. He
not only redeemed mankind, but He also is going to redeem the land in the Millennium. It’s going to bloom
like a rose! Also, He is going to redeem the animal kingdom. It will be restored like it was, before the flood,
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when man did not have a meat diet. To get all of this, go with me in your Bibles clear back to the Book of
Leviticus, where we have these laws given. This will be a good refresher for some of you who have not been
studying the Old Testament as you should. You say, “Well, it’s sort of boring.” It’s not, really, when you get
into it and begin to study it.

Redemption of a Servant: Leviticus 25:47-50.

“And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him wax poor, and
sell himself unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's family (47): After
that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his brethren may redeem him (48): Either his uncle,
or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him;
or if he be able, he may redeem himself” (49).

Very seldom could a person redeem himself, as he was working for the wages to pay it off. It would take
him a long time to do that.
“And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold to him unto the year of

jubile: and the price of his sale shall be according unto the number of years, according to the time of
an hired servant shall it be with him” (Leviticus 25:50).

Redemption of a Wife: Deuteronomy 25:5-9.

“If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not
marry without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife,
and perform the duty of an husband's brother unto her (5). And it shall be, that the firstborn which she
beareth shall succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name be not put out of Israel
(6). And if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to the gate unto
the elders, and say, My husband's brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a name in Israel, he
will not perform the duty of my husband's brother (7). Then the elders of his city shall call him, and
speak unto him: and if he stand fo it, and say, | like not to take her (8); Then shall his brother's wife
come unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and spit in his face,
and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto that man that will not build up his brother's house”

(9).

He could redeem the wife, but, if he refused, he became a total disgrace. We see this in the Book of Ruth.
We recall that Ruth was a Gentile, and Boaz was a Jew. They had a famine in Jerusalem. Naomi had gone
down to Moab with her family, and they had lost their land. We find that, even though Naomi’s husband and
her two sons had died while they were in Moab, leaving Naomi and her two daughter-in-laws as widows, Ruth
came back with Naomi. Naomi had lost the land, but Boaz, a near kinsman, had the price and he was willing to
pay it. He was the near kinsman and he had the three things: he had the price, he was willing, and he was able
to do it. Therefore, he married Ruth and bought back the inheritance of Naomi. What a wonderful picture of
Redemption that is.

For our Redemption, the price had to be paid and Christ was willing to do it. He paid the price. He was
able to do that, and he went to the Cross willingly. What nonsense it is for some churches to say, “Your water
baptism is what gets you to Heaven,” and take Jesus Christ right down off the Cross! They keep Him right in
the tomb, and do not recognize His Resurrection! Oh, they say they do! If they really did, they would not
substitute good works in place of receiving God’s free gift of salvation.

Redemption of the Land: Leviticus 25:23-28.

“The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with me
(23). And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land (24).

Now, he gives the case here.

If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and if any of his kin come to
redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold (25). And if the man have none to redeem
it, and himself be able to redeem it (26); Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore
the overplus unto the man to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession (27). But if he
be not able to restore it to him, then that which is sold shall remain in the hand of him that hath bought
it until the year of jubile (every 50t year): and in the jubile it shall go out, and he shall return unto his
possession” (28).
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God gave this land to Israel. They were only the tenants. God is the owner of it. All of this becomes
significant when we go back to the Book of Revelation, and find out the One who has the Title Deed to
Creation. Everything Adam lost, Christ bought back. He bought back our sinful condition. What we mean by
that is, Christ died on that Cross to redeem us.

It is interesting here, as we begin to see who has the Title Deed to Creation. Notice in Verse 4, where
John wept because no person, no human being, can redeem or have the right and the power to open up these
seals, and continue on with the prophecies here. No man can bring the prophecies of the Old Testament to
pass. Only God, in the person of Jesus Christ, can do that.

How frail man is, yet in his eyes, he exalts himself above God. He says, “I’'m good enough to go to
Heaven. I can go to church and, as long as people think I’'m good, I can go to Heaven.” But the Word of God
tells us in Ephesians 2:8,9,

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: (8) Not of
works, lest any man should boast.”

So we come to Chapter 5, and John says,

“And | wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look
thereon” (Revelation 5:4).

None of the prophecies would be fulfilled in the Book of Revelation until we find the One, and the only
One, worthy to open the book, or scroll. Notice in Verse 5...

“And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof” (5).

“...behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda...” (5:5b).

Of course, this is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lion of Judah. Do you know something very interesting? The
Lion was the symbol of the Tribe of Judah? In the 1976 Six-Day War, on June 11-15, the Old City of
Jerusalem was taken by the Israelites by an attack at the Lion’s Gate. Originally, the attack was to be made at
the Dung Gate. There were several gates around Jerusalem, and each gate had a specific purpose. The cry of
the soldiers was, “Judah first!” That was clear back there in the 1976 Six-Day War. Do you know why?
Because in Judges 20:18, of the twelve tribes, Judah was always the first to go to war? They were the first
ones to lead the way into war, therefore, the Judah Lion Gate became the objective.

“And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God, and
said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? And the LORD said,
Judah shall go up first.”

In the Old Testament, Judah, the Lion, went first into battle. So, current Jerusalem was to be regained by
the Lion’s Gate.

“...the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book...” (5:5¢).

What does the “root of David” mean. Well, the Messiah was to be descended from Judah, and to sit on
David’s throne.

The Line of the Kings of Judah.

By Jeremiah’s time, the Davidic kings of his day were probably the worst sinners of the kingdom,
therefore God had sent the judgment of the Babylonian captivity. (606 B.C. to 535 B.C.) Yet, God promised
from the cut-down tree of David’s kingly line, a truly righteous king would emerge, a shoot from the roots that
still remained. We find that recorded in Isaiah 11:1-5.

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots
(1):  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD (2); And shall make him of
quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither
reprove after the hearing of his ears (3): But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the Earth: and he shall smite the Earth with the rod of his mouth, and with
the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked (4). And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins,
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins” (5).
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It is of Him that Revelation 5:5 speaks as “the root of David who hath prevailed.” The Lord Jesus is the
Redeemer as given in Hebrews 2:16,17, and we find that He was related.
“For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham (16).
Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful

and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people”
(17).

Christ was related; but was He willing? Notice Hebrews 10:7,
“Then said |, Lo, | come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.”

He was willing. Look in Hebrews 12:2,

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; WHO FOR THE JOY THAT WAS SET
BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE CROSS, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.”

This verse tells us that the Lord Jesus “...for the joy that was set before him endured the cross.” He
certainly was willing. Who would love a sinner like you and I? Who else would count it a joy to have those
nails driven into His hands, driven into His feet, a sword thrust in His side, and a crown of thorns smashed
down upon His head, ripping His face to where it was unrecognizable? No one, but the Lord Jesus Christ, ever
loved you and I that much. We find in Romans 5:8,

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

So, He was willing, but was He able? Did He have the price? Now, let us go to 1 Peter 1:18,19, where we
find that he was able. He was able to do it. And His own precious, sinless blood was the price.
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not REDEEMED WITH CORRUPTIBLE THINGS, as silver and

gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers (18); BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS
BLOOD OF CHRIST, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” (19).

“But with the precious blood of Christ.” That’s what you were redeemed with. And “as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.” In Verse 6, of this chapter, John sees “...in the midst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a lamb as it had been slain...” It is the Lord Jesus.

Are you actually trusting in water baptism, or good works, to get you to Heaven? Do you actually think
that you are good enough to go to Heaven without receiving the payment that Jesus Christ made on the Cross?
By saying that, you are saying, “Christ, you died in vain. You didn’t have to die. Look at me! Look how good
I am. I have a prominent position in society. The people in my town respect me because I’'m such a good
person.” God’s estimation is that you’re a sinner, and all your good works are nothing but a pile of filthy rags.

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade
as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Isaiah 64:6).

God says, “I know your heart and your heart is deceitful and wicked above all things, and, who can know
1it?” You may cover it up to a lot of people, but underneath, God knows the wickedness of your heart.

“Who can say, | have made my heart clean, | am pure from my sin?” (Proverbs 20:9)

You can take a dead man and, at most funerals that I’ve ever preached, they put a brand new suit on Him,
or a suit that he’s had, or a nice dress that she’s had. They look as nice as they can look, but I don’t care what
you put on them. You can put make-up on them. You can put everything in the world on them, but they’re still
dead! You can fool all of the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you can’t fool
all the people all of the time. God said that you’re “dead in your trespasses and sins,” and I don’t care how
many new clothes you put on, or how much self-righteousness you clothe yourself with, you’re as “dead as a
door nail” and hell-bound! Your only hope is Jesus Christ. That is why Christ said,

“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
(John 14:6)

Revelation 5:9: Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb.

“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:
FOR THOU WAST SLAIN, AND HAST REDEEMED US TO GOD BY THY BLOOD out of every
kindred (tribe), and tongue, and people (Israel), and nation (Gentiles);”
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God is not a respecter of persons. He doesn’t care if you are Hispanic, black, white, purple, blue, or
yellow. If you are a human being, God created you, and he loves you. Color and race are absolutely neutral in
God’s eyes. He looks upon you as a human being that His Son died for, and He loves you no matter who you
are, where you come from, or how much sin you’ve been in. Jesus Christ died for sinners. Amen? Isn’t that
wonderful? I’'m glad He did, because I’'m one of them! I don’t know about you, but I’m not able to save
myself. 'm thankful for the Redeemer!

He was related by the virgin birth. He was willing to go to that Cross, and He had the price to pay because
He was sinless. No man is sinless and, therefore, “The wages of sin is death.” We’re under the condemnation
of God. It is only Christ who redeemed us.

Let us look at something else. Christ is even going to redeem the land. Go with me to Genesis 3:17,18
where there was a curse put on it because of Adam.
“And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of
the tree, of which | commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy

sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life (17); Thorns also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field” (18).

I can bear that to be true! I planted a garden this year, and I’ll tell you what, I didn’t plant any thorns and
thistles, or weeds, but they are coming up prolifically. Actually, they are coming up better than the seeds that |
planted! God’s word is true. [ haven’t seen a garden planted yet that didn’t have a thistle in there somewhere. I
don’t know where they come from, but they get in there. You can pull ‘em out. You can put weed killer on
them, and they still come back. It only attests to the truth of God’s Word. What is God going to do as far as
redeeming the land? Go with me to Isaiah 35:1,2 and 7.

“The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom
as the rose (1). It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of
Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the
LORD, and the excellency of our God (2).

And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of
dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes” (7).

So, the places that are barren today, since the Lord Jesus is going to redeem the land, also, they will
blossom like a rose. But, what about the animal kingdom? Do you know they are going to be redeemed also?
Let us go to Genesis 7:1,2, where Noah was to take both clean and unclean animals on the ark.

“‘And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have | seen

righteous before me in this generation (1). Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens,
the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female” (2).

Let us go to Genesis 9:2, now, and notice what God says,

“And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the Earth, and upon every fowl
of the air, upon all that moveth upon the Earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are
they delivered.”

Yes, even the animal kingdom is under a curse. After the flood, when animals were taken for meat, God
put fear of man into the animals. That fear will be taken away, and there will be no more meat diet for man in
the Millennium. God is going to redeem the animal kingdom, and animals and man will live peacefully
together. But go with me to Isaiah 65:25 and notice what it says.

“The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall
be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.”

It is unheard of for a wolf and a lamb to lay together.
Romans 8:19-23:

“For the earnest expectation of the creature (Greek = creation) waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God” (19).
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Well, what is “the manifestation of the sons of God?” We’re going to see that is the Rapture, the
redemption of our bodies.

“For the creature (creation) was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath
subjected the same in hope (20), (See, also Ephesians 1:13,14; 4:30)

The creation was “subjected” in Genesis, Chapter 9,when God gave man a meat diet, and put fear of man
into the animals. Get this now!
Because the creature (creation) itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God (21). For we know that the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now (22). And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, fo wit, the
redemption of our body (the Rapture)” (23).

We got a phone call just the other day. We had some friends call and say, “Pastor, would you call a
certain person in Ohio. This man was led to Christ in our church down there, to the best of my knowledge. A
wonderful man. He came up from Fort Smith, Arkansas. I’ll never forget him telling me, “I went to one of
these churches down there where everybody is trying to go to Heaven on their good works, and they were all
telling me what a wonderful man I really was. I began to believe that! I knew it wasn’t true, but I loved it. That
didn’t sound bad. Everybody thought I was the greatest guy that ever was!” Then he came to our church where
we preach from the Bible, and the Bible says...

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23)

In order to be saved, you have to acknowlege that you are a sinner, because, “Christ came to seek and
save that which is lost.” If you’re not lost, you can’t be saved. If you’re trying to save yourself, you’re not
going to be saved. You’re just lost, and you refuse to admit it. And, you’re going to soak in self-
righteousness, in Hell, for all time and eternity. You’ll be like the man in Luke 16:23,24, “Give me a drop of
water that [ may wet my tongue, for ’'m tormented in these flames.”

To shorten the story...he became very, very ill. He was now very sick, and could hardly breathe or talk. I
called him on the phone and talked with him. It was good to hear the little he had the strength to say. I said to
him, “You know we never know who is going to go first. I could go out of the house and be killed in a car
wreck. You just don’t know. You can go out and drop over with a heart attack. You may get to Heaven before
me.” But I know Barney is saved. He truly was a wonderful man. I used to stop at their house and drink a cup
of coffee with them. I had not seen him for several years. But the relatives wanted me to call and talk to him.
He just wanted me to talk to him, I guess.

He was telling me that his body was just about to give out. He said, “I don’t think I’'m going to be here
long.” 1 said, “Well, we never know. You could go before me, but, now, the Rapture may come and we’ll go
together! I’ll see you up there. A cloud from Ohio. A cloud from Minnesota. I’ll see you on the way up, but if
you should precede me, I don’t want you to waste any time now. I don’t want you to be up there lookin’
around. When it’s my turn to come, I want you to be able to show me around. Will you?” We laughed a little
about that, and, then, I was happy to be able to tell him, “Not only that. You’re going to have a new body. A
brand new one! You’re not going to have any of this sickness again. You’re not going to have any trouble
breathing. You’re not going to have any trouble at all. You’re going to be with your Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. We’re going to be together.” “So shall we ever be with the Lord.”

Oh, what a difference it makes when you know the Lord Jesus as your Savior.

Notice, again, Romans 8:23, “And not only they,” not only the animal kingdom. The rabbit runs from the
fox. The deer runs from the wolf. It is survival of the fittest, I guess. Everything preys upon everything. The
time is coming when that won’t happen. There will be perfect peace in the animal kingdom. Also, there is
going to be perfect peace, not only for the Christian in Heaven, but, also, a peace from the aches and the pains
of this old body, because we’re going to have a new one! Notice what it says in Romans 8:23,

“And not only they, (the animal kingdom) but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit,

even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body.”

So, when Christ died for us on the Cross, He not only redeemed our soul and spirit to Heaven, He, also,
redeemed our body. In Philippians 3:20,21 we find,
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“For our conversation (our citizenship — Greek = “politeuo”) is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ (20): Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto
himself.”

Just as the Lord Jesus had a resurrected body, so the Christians will have a resurrected body, and our
redemption includes both. Christ redeemed our soul and spirit, and our body. Also, the redemption, that Christ
bought, is going to be a redeeming of the land. It is going to be a redeeming of the animal kingdom, and a
peace on Earth such as has never been since the Garden of Eden, and before Adam sinned.

Let’s continue here with a few more things in Chapter Five, and then we shall keep our appointment to
view the terrible judgments coming out in Chapter Six of the Book of Revelation.

Revelation 5:8. 4 Beasts, 24 Elders, Harps, and Golden Vials of Prayer.

“And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the
Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of
saints.”

Again, the “four and twenty elders” represent all of mankind, and, they, with the twelve apostles and the
twelve tribes of the nation of Israel, all fall down before the Lamb. Here, certainly, we have an act of adoration
and worship. In Revelation 19:10, the words of the angel show that only God may be worshiped. We must,
therefore, conclude from this that “the Lamb” is being rightfully worshiped as God, and “the Lamb” is clearly
the Lord Jesus Christ. This book, with its heavenly glimpses, exhibits the Deity of the Lord Jesus manifest in
the Heavens.

“The harps and golden vials.” Literally, the Greek reads, “having each a harp and vials golden.” The
word “vial” could just as well be translated “bowl.” Therefore, in this glorious scene, we see these heavenly
creatures holding instruments which make music to praise the Lord.

From this we ought to observe two things:

First of all, we should observe there are those that oppose the using of any, or all, musical instruments in
the church worship service, and we will have to say, they surely err. We might as well let you know who one
of them is. It is the Church of Christ. Now, there is a difference between them and the Church of Christ
Congregational. The Church of Christ Congregational uses music, but the denomination of Church of Christ
does not use any musical instruments at all. In fact, they deny they are even a denomination. They say they are
the “True Church of Christ,” but they are the Church of Christ denomination.

Number Two: The harps here do not, by any imagination, support the fantasy I heard when I was a boy,
that the redeemed will do nothing throughout eternity, except play harps and sit around on clouds, just floating
around all day long. Nothing could be further from the truth.

It should be noted also that “the prayers of the saints” are not lost, nor do they disappear into the air. No.
They are preserved by God, as is seen here in the “golden vials,” preserved until His time for their answering,
as we are going to see.

The twenty four elders, holding the prayers of the saints, further confirm that these are the representatives
of the redeemed who are with Christ in Heaven.

Another thing we would like to bring out about singing. The music that we are going to hear in Heaven
will be new.
Revelation 5:9. The New Song.

“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation.”

It’s a song that has never been sung before. Have you ever noticed that one of the characteristics of the
Book of Revelation is that it is a book of “new things.” For example:

1. There is a new name in Revelation 2:17. A new name given to each one of us.
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“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will |
give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a NEW name
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”

2. There’s a new song here in Revelation 5:9 and Revelation 14:3.

“And they sung a NEW song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation” (Revelation 5:9).

“And they sung as it were a NEW song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders:
and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the Earth” (Revelation 14:3).

3. There’s a New Heavens and a New Earth in Revelation 21:1.

“‘And | saw a NEW heaven and a NEW Earth: for the first heaven and the first Earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea.”

4. There’s the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21:2.

“And | John saw the holy city, NEW Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.”

5. We have the promise of all new things in Revelation 21:5.

“And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things NEW. And he said unto me, Write: for
these words are true and faithful.”

I think all of us can remember waiting for some new thing in our life. There are many things we can look
forward to. Perhaps a new car, a piano, a new home, but all these quickly vanish away.

The Greek here is significant as it has two words for “new.”

1. “Neos” and it means “New in point of time.” It means “young,” but not, necessarily, new in point of
quality.

2. “Kainos” means “new in point of quality. “Kainos” describes a thing which has not only been recently
produced, but also, the like of which has never existed before. All of the verses that we quoted. The “new
name.” That’s “kainos.” There is a “new song.” “Kainos,” again. New Earth, “kainos.” New Jerusalem,
“kainos.” All new things, that’s “kainos.” They have never existed before. All the verses use the word
“kainos.” Therefore, when we believe in the Lord Jesus, He makes us a “new creature,” a “new” creation.
In 2 Corinthians 5:17 he says we’re brand new!

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a NEW creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become NEW.”

It is “kainos.” You’ve never been like that before. Thank God that you are a brand new creation in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen? He has also given you a new birth. You are born again. You’re new, because you
now have the Holy Spirit of God. Thank God for that!

“In whom ye also frusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” (Ephesians 1:13).

And, at the Rapture, we will have a new body.

And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, fo wit, the redemption of our body (the Rapture)” (Romans
8:23).
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REVELATION: CHAPTER SIX

THE FIRST SIX SEAL JUDGMENTS

We have just finished up with Chapter Five, which shows the Redemption of Creation and Mankind. “No
man in heaven, nor in Earth, neither under the Earth” is able to open the seven-sealed book, or the scroll,
which unleashes all the things yet to happen in Bible prophecy, until the “Lion of the Tribe of Judah, our Lord
Jesus Christ, steps forward. The Lord Jesus is the only one. He is the Lamb of God and He takes the scroll. He
is the only one found worthy to pronounce judgment upon this world. He is the Judge of all of the Earth. He
comes forward and takes that scroll, opens it up, and we are ready to proceed with the things that are yet to
come.

In Chapter Six, we begin to see the unleashing of some of the judgments of God upon the Earth. I might
say this at the outset, when we unfold the Seven Seals of Chapter Six, they are just a down payment of the
intensified judgments of God, as we proceed to Chapters Eight and Nine. Chapter Six begins the events of the
Tribulation Period.

Follow along in your Bible, and you will begin to understand that the Book of Revelation is taking us
through the Tribulation Period. After Chapter Four, we no longer hear anything about the Church. She has
been Raptured, and is now in Heaven.

In reality, and in our time, “the blessed hope and glorious appearing” of our Savior has not happened on
this Earth yet. The prayer of every believer in this Church Age is, “Even so, Come, Lord Jesus.” Soon...
“...the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: (16) Then we which are alive and remain shall

be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 ).

When that takes place, that triggers the seven-year Tribulation Period. At the end of that, Christ comes
back and sets the Kingdom up. So, everything that transpires from Chapter Four on, in the Book of Revelation,
is future. We have now come to the time of “...the things which shall be hereafter.” (1:19¢).

Parallel to that, Daniel also speaks of that same Tribulation Period of time, i.e., seven years. Also, in
Matthew, Chapter 24, the whole chapter is dealing with this seven-year Tribulation Period, and what will take
place during that particular period of time. Therefore, we will be referring back to the Book of Matthew, along
with Chapter Six, to show how these things parallel with the book of Matthew.

Revelation 6:1,2. The First Seal. The Antichrist on a White Horse.

“And | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and | heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one
of the four beasts saying, Come and see.”

He is saying come over here, John. Remember what we have studied concerning the four beasts. These
are heavenly creatures giving glory to God. These are part of the train in Heaven. These are things that we
would know nothing about, if John had not revealed them here, as the Lord revealed them to him.

“And | saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer” (Revelation 6:2).

We have here what seems to be a parallel, between the white horse rider in this verse, and the white horse
rider in Revelation, Chapter 19. We find out they are not parallel at all, but they are diametrically opposed.
This is the Antichrist making his first appearance, and this is going to show us something. In order to appear
non-offensive and non-aggressive with power, the Antichrist, at first has only a bow, but he has no arrows. We
are going to give you some parallel chapters to show that he appears to come in peaceably. This is the
Antichrist riding the white horse, impersonating Christ. When we look at Revelation, Chapter Nineteen, the
One riding the white horse is the Lord Jesus Christ. Why in the world do you say here in Chapter Six that
Satan is riding the white horse?
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The answer is very simple. Satan always likes to duplicate the Lord Jesus Christ. He has always wanted to
be king of this Earth. In Matthew 4:8, he offered Christ “all the kingdoms of the world,” if He would fall down
and worship him. What a joke that was! Christ told him, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” Here He is,
the Lord Jesus Christ, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and this fool, Satan, is actually trying to offer Him all
the Kingdoms here upon the Earth. They already belonged to the Lord. Satan has so deceived himself.

We find out that Satan is always an imitator of the Lord Jesus Christ. For example: he imitates salvation.
The Lord Jesus Christ said all you have to do is “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved”
(Acts 16:31). Do you know what Satan’s ambassadors say? “Oh, that’s too easy! There’s more to it than that.”
It’s a counterfeit, but it looks religious. A counterfeit is something that looks so close to the original you can
hardly tell the difference. Religion is doing something to merit eternal life. Salvation is not doing anything to
merit eternal life, but going to Heaven by faith in the one who gave His life to buy your right to 4ave eternal
life. We go to Heaven on the merits of Jesus Christ, not our own merits. That’s what the Bible teaches.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16)

Satan always comes in as a counterfeit, and, he is going to come in peaceably. He’s going to present
himself as the great peacemaker. He’s going to deceive practically the whole world. Not all of the world, but
the majority of the world. Let us go back to the Book of Daniel in Daniel 8:25,

“And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in
his heart, and by peace shall destroy many:...

...but Satan is a deceiver. He is going to deceive the world and say “I’m coming in peaceably.” Daniel
speaks of this again in Daniel 11:21,24,
“And in his estate (Antichrist) shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of
the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.”
Notice in Verse 24,
“He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province;..

..and this goes right in line, as we come over here to Matthew 4:9,
“And saith unto him, All these things will | give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me” (Satan).

Old Satan loves to do this. He loves to say to you, “You know, you can have this. You can have that.”
You’ll think it is Christ, but it is not.

Go with me now over here to Matthew 24. This parallels Revelation, Chapter 6, because they are both
speaking about the Tribulation Period. Notice in Matthew 24:5,

"For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many”

Only God is the Forgiver of sins. We keep emphasizing this, because there are so many deceived by
churches that say their ministers, or priests, can forgive your sins. You get in a certain area and you find
Lutheran and Catholic churches that propagate this. But you get in other areas where you’re around Bible-
teaching churches, they Just laugh at that kind of foolishness, and wonder how anybody can think that a
preacher can forgive your sins.

All through the Bible, it is God who is the Forgiver of sins. But Satan loves for you to go to that preacher
and confess your sins, and for you to actually think this man can forgive your sins. All of this is nothing but
the working of Satan as he comes in peaceably. He wants you to think that preacher “loves” you, and he
“wants the best” for you, and, he’s God’s intercessor for you. We find the Bible teaches that,

“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”
(1 Timothy 2:5);

You will never find a preacher that God gave the power to be the intercessor between you and God. The
Lord says in Hebrews 4:16, “Come boldly before the throne of grace.” He didn’t say “Come boldly before the
preacher!” The preacher cannot even forgive his own sins, let alone yours.
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“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

In the areas where you do not have many Bible-believing churches, it seems like some kind of shock-
wave going through the air when you say, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” A
preacher who says he can forgive your sin is actually taking the place of Christ, and as Matthew 24:5 points
out:

"For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.”

This is the profit of reading your Bible for yourself. If you go to church, and don’t carry your Bible, you
are the top-notch candidate to be deceived by false teaching. You’re trusting that preacher. You’re trusting that
church. God wants you to trust Him. He wants you to trust His Word in order to check out and see who is the
true and who is the false. Sometimes, you meet some of these preachers and you think sugar wouldn’t melt in
their mouth, but they are feeding you nothing but poison through the pulpit.

Let’s see what happens when we get to the next seal.

Revelation 6:3,4. The Second Seal.

“And when he had opened the second seal, | heard the second beast say, Come and see (3). And
there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace
from the Earth, and that they should KILL ONE ANOTHER: and there was given unto him a great
sword.”

“Kill One Another...”

Now, I would like for you to underline in your Bible the words, “kill one another,” because we’re going
to show you where cannibalism has taken place, even in the nation of Israel, and will yet take place during the
Tribulation Period. “They shall kill one another.” Why is that? We will find as we continue there is going to be
such a famine on this Earth, as it was in the days of Israel before the Captivity. They actually killed human
beings and ate them, then, because there was nothing to eat, and it is going to happen again. There is a famine
coming.

“And there was given unto him a great sword...”

These riders show what the Antichrist is going to do. This one rides a red horse. You will find out that red
is always associated with terror and death. In Revelation 12:3, we have the “red dragon.” That is Old Satan. In
Revelation 17:3, we have the“red beast.” That is, again,“Old Satan.” So, it is always associated with terror and
with death.

Let us go to Matthew 24:6,7 and get the parallel for this.

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet (6). For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and Earthquakes, in divers places” (7).

There are going to be earthquakes in various, or different, places. That is what the word “divers” means in
the Greek, “different, or various places.” On upcoming pages, we will tie all of these together with the verses
on cannibalism. I never knew such things existed.

When it comes to a choice between dying, or eating another human being, we are going to see what these
plagues bring. We’re going to see what Satan does. You’ve got to remember something that we find in John
8:44. Satan is a deceiver and God tells us about him. He is a murderer and he is a liar. In the Eighth Chapter of
John, Christ is talking to the religious leaders of Israel. These are not the down-and-outers now. These are the
ones that are held in high esteem by the people. These were your scribes and your Pharisees, your interpreters
of the Law. These were the ones who would write the commentaries. These were the ones representing God,
supposedly, but they were false leaders.

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a MURDERER from the

beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is A LIAR, AND THE FATHER OF IT” (John 8:44).
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Underline “murderer,” because there are two things characteristic of “Old Scratch” here. He is a
murderer, and a liar! Then He continues in Verse 47...

“He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God”
(John 8:47).

Let me ask you something. Are you one that’s laughing at the Book of Revelation? Do you think these
things are not going to come to pass? If you do, it’s because you are not of God. You are not trusting the Word
of God.You don’t believe the Bible is really God’s inerrant Word given to mankind. You believe it is just like
some of your modern philosophers, and this is the view of many modernistic preachers. This does not include
those Bible-teaching pastors who believe the Word of God. They believe that it is true! Every word of it is
true.

“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man” (Psalm 118:8).

Revelation 6:5,6. The Third Seal.

“And when he had opened the third seal, | heard the third beast say, Come and see. And | beheld,
and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand (5). And | heard a
voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of
barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine” (6).

Now, we’re going to see where the rich get richer, and the poor get poorer. Old Satan is a liar, isn’t he?
He will tell you that you can do anything you want to do. Lost people are going to love this Antichrist. Why?
They can wallow in their sin and it is going to be legal! It’s all right. It’s acceptable. You know, we are getting
that today, because we are so close to the Tribulation Period. “The next event’s the Great Event, the Messiah
comes again.” That will be the Rapture.

It’s socially acceptable now to do many of the sins, even commit First Degree Murder with abortion. That
is acceptable, now, because we have a Supreme Court of idiots that care nothing for human life, and, therefore,
care nothing for morals. So, you feel free to go out and kill your children, since it is legal now. I thank God
there are some leaders rising up in these days that are opposing abortion. They probably won’t get elected in
the national election, but, at least, there are some that are saying, “We made a mistake. This Roe vs. Wade
ruling on abortion must be repealed!”

“A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny;”

The rider of the black horse holds a pair of balances, indicating some type of governmental control over
the food supply. A measure of wheat (Greek = choinix) was about a quart, and a penny (denarion) was a day's
wages for an ordinary laboring man. In other words, food will be so scarce it will take a person all day to earn
enough wages for just a quart of grain. This indicates that all man-made schemes to give people even the
necessities of life will fail. A situation that will only get worse.

“Hurt not the oil and the wine.”

But note that there is no scarcity of oil and wine for the rich. The rich get richer and enjoy their luxuries,
while the poor get poorer and can hardly get enough to eat. This is representative of the rich. In other words,
don’t touch the accounts of the rich. They are all right. They are the ones we are going to protect. In whatever
the Antichrist is going to do, he is going to protect the rich, because he needs them. He is a military genius. He
is a financial genius. He’s a genius in world leadership. He is no one, but Satan, himself, in a human body.

Remember this. In Scripture, we are only given two people that Satan has personally indwelt: the
Antichrist,here, and Judas Iscariot. These are the only two, that we have a record of, that Satan has indwelt,
himself. This is going to be Satan, personified, to bring this about. But, as we are going to see in 2
Thessalonians 2:2-4, he wants to rule as God, imitating of the God of Creation.

“That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as
from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand (2). Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition (3); Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped;
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.”
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He “opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,” so, that he goes into the temple and
declares himself to be God. As we are going to see, this is the beginning of his climb to power. He will go into
the temple in the middle of the Tribulation Period, three-and-a-half years after the Rapture. He declares
himself to be God, and everyone will have to worship him, or as Revelation 13:17,18 says,

“And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the

number of his name (17) . Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six” (18).

Here, in Chapter Six, is the beginning of his climb to power. There is going to be a famine. Keep that in
mind, as it says in Verse 4, “...they should kill one another.” The famine is the reason. When nobody has
anything to eat, instead of dying themselves, they will kill another person, and eat that person. That has been
done in the past. We’re going to see that as we continue.

Revelation 6:7,8. The Fourth Seal.

“And when he had opened the fourth seal, | heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see
(7). And | looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth” (8).

“Death and Hell...”

Death claims the body. Hell claims the soul. “Death and Hell.” Isn’t that where Satan ends up? If he can
use a human being, posing as a “minister of righteousness,” to deceive you into becoming a son of Satan who
claims to be God, you are Hell-bound! Even now, he will try to deceive you all of your life to keep you from
trusting Jesus Christ as the only way to Heaven. If successful, he has claimed your soul to Hell! You’ll be
there with him for all time and eternity, separated from God, in the dungeon of Hell. You will be in Torment,
and it will be as Luke 16 says about the rich man who died and went to Hell. “In hell he lift up his eyes being
in torment.” (Lk.16:23) That’s exactly what Satan wants to deceive you into, so that you will die without
Christ, and spend your eternity with him.

Jesus Christ said, “I’'m not willing you should perish,” in 2 Peter 3:9, but “that all should come to
repentance.” And that’s “metanoia,” in the Greek, and it means “all should come to a change of mind.” Please
change your mind. So, you have two people after you. You have old Satan, who is going to try to deceive you
into being religious and going to Hell, and Jesus Christ, who wants you to accept Him and be a son of God
who is looking forward to a home in Heaven. John 1:12 tells us that, ““...as many as received Him,” not Satan,
but Christ.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name.”

“The fourth part of the Earth.”

At the beginning of this Tribulation Period, in a very short time, one fourth of this Earth is going to be
destroyed. Satan is going to be behind it.

a. “to kill with a sword.” They will be fighting one another.

b. “with hunger...” There’s your famine again.

c. “with death...” People will starve.

d. “and with the beasts of the earth.” People will be attacked, and eaten, by wild animals.

It is very interesting here, because if you go back to Revelation 6:6, “And I heard a voice in the midst of
the four beasts say...” These are “living creatures” and the Greek word is “zoon.” The first “O” is long. The
second “O” is short. “Zo6n” means “living creatures.” John saw these in Heaven.

In Revelation 6:8, in the last phrase here, “and with the beasts...,” we find, because of the famine and
because of the shortage of food, wild beasts are going to attack men. This will be part of these four plagues
that are, actually, going to remove a fourth part of the population of all of the Earth. A fourth part of the Earth
is going to be killed, and Satan is going to be behind it. The Greek word for “beast” here is the Greek word,
“therion,” and it means “a dangerous animal.” So, we have two different Greek words. One, “z0on, for living
creatures in Heaven worshiping God, and the other, “therion,” for dangerous beasts here upon the Earth.
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Before we going on the the Fifth Seal, we want to show you about the occurrence of cannibalism found in
Old Testament times.

We are going to go back to 2 Kings 6:24-29, where we had a similar situation when the nation of Israel
turned from the true and living God and served idols.

First: 2 Kings 6:24-26,

“And it came to pass after this, that Benhadad king of Syria gathered all his host, and went up, and
besieged Samaria (24). And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, they besieged it, until
an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for
five pieces of silver (25).

These were the worst things you could eat, yet they were selling for an outrageous price! Notice in Verse
26.

And as the king (Jehoram) of Israel was passing by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him,
saying, Help, my lord, O king (26).

Notice in 2 Kings 6:28,29,

“And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy
son, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow (28). So we boiled my son, and
did eat him: and | said unto her on the next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid
her son” (29).

“So we boiled my son, and did eat him:” Did that happen? It absolutely did. When it comes down to
whether you eat somebody else, or you die, things change quickly. They did this at Donner’s Pass, did they
not? They surely did! You will find out, in this Tribulation Period, they will do the same as they did during the
famine at this time in Israel. They actually ate one another. Cannibalism! They’ll do anything to live. A lot of
people will.

Let us go to Deuteronomy 28:49-51. We have the same thing over here.

“The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the Earth, as swift as the eagle
flieth, a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand (49);

The nation that God was going to bring against Israel, because of their gross sin, was Babylon.

A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour to the
young (50): And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed:
which also shall not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or flocks of thy
sheep, until he have destroyed thee” (51)”

Babylon was going to bring a famine to Israel because they were going to take every type of food out of
the land. Because of this famine, and because of going into bondage and not having anything to eat,
Deuteronomy 28:53 describes what took place.

“AND THOU SHALT EAT THE FRUIT OF THINE OWN BODY, THE FLESH OF THY SONS AND OF

THY DAUGHTERS, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness,
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee:”

“And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters,” We are
going to have that in the Tribulation Period. It has already happened to the nation of Israel. Let us go back here
to Jeremiah, in Chapter 19, where we have the same thing. I want you to notice how it started out, though.
Every false religion is a killer! We have one false religion today that says you can not give your son, or your
daughter a blood transfusion—the Jehovah’s Witnesses. They say that is against God’s Laws. There have been
many lawsuits, yet this religion remains a killer, because it is a religion of Satanism. What are you saying?
Every false religion is a killer. It will kill you the first time, and, if you are lost, it will kill you with the second
death in the Lake of Fire.

There are those over there in India who will not eat a cow, so they starve to death. Satan loves for you to
worship animals, does he not? When you worship a cow, you make that dumb thing a “sacred cow,” and, then
you starve to death and die. I don’t know how anybody can be that dumb, myself. I would “un-sacred-ize” that
thing, if I was over there. He may be sacred until I got hungry, and then we’d have a cook-out! When I got
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hungry he would be “history!” He is going to be eaten. No religion is going to do that to me. As I said, false
religions kill. If you die (physical death) without Christ, you will suffer the second death, of torment, in the
flames of the Lake of Fire with Satan, the one it was created for in the first place.

Satan loves to fool people through a counterfeit religion. Yet, this certain religion, the Jehovah’s
Witnesses, which we have in the United States and all over the world, requires: “Do not give your daughter, or
son, a blood transfusion.” Therefore, when they have an illness where a blood transfusion is required, many
have died upon the operating table. There have been many lawsuits over that. Every false religion will kill. Let
us go to Jeremiah 19:4.

“Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto

other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled
this place with the blood of innocents” (Jeremiah 19:4);

Here’s what they do. They sacrifice their own sons, and, then we’re going to find out, when a famine
comes they will eat their own people. That is unbelievable! Notice Jeremiah 19:5,

“They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal,
which | commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind

Baal is a false god. This is how far people can go. Let us go on down to Jeremiah 19:9a,
“And | will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters,”

How will God cause it? Is it His will? No! Because of the sins they have committed, the famine that He
sends will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and their daughters...

“...AND THEY SHALL EAT EVERY ONE THE FLESH OF HIS FRIEND IN THE SIEGE and straitness,
wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them” (Jeremiah 19:9b).

If the Old Testament tells us this, “...and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege...,”
do you know what? You won’t be safe anywhere during this part of the Tribulation Period!

Let us go back to the Book of Revelation. Isn’t that exactly what God says in Revelation 6:8? Not only
will they be killed by the “beasts of the earth,” but, also, with the opening of the Fourth Seal, a fourth part of
the Earth shall die ““...with sword, and with hunger...”

In Revelation 6:6, where we have the opening of the Third Seal with the black horse, there is going to be a
famine in the land, where it will take a day’s wages just to buy a loaf of bread. Can you imagine what it will be
to try to get something to eat?

I remember when we went on our Senior trip to Washington D.C., and New York City, a couple of my
friends and I slipped out of our rooms and went down on the streets of New York City. We saw the “down-
and-outers.” They were going through garbage cans, and were lying there, practically, half-naked. One we
passed, I know he was dead! He stunk so bad, he smelled just like a dead animal. In the Tribulation Period,
they will be raiding garbage cans, and there is not going to be anything in them! Nobody is going to be
throwing away anything. It is going to be a horrible time!

The Antichrist is going to kill one fourth part of the Earth as given in Revelation 6:7,8. You are going to
find, after the Rapture, cannibalism will again be prevalent, because there will be absolutely nothing to eat.

We are going to find out, as we are getting ready for the next seal, that God gives us a wave of truth that
extends on out into the last half of the Tribulation Period. In the middle of the Tribulation, the Antichrist
declares himself to be God, according to 2 Thessalonians 2:2-4, and you have to take the “Mark of the Beast,”
or “666.” (Revelation 13:17,18). That is the last two verses of Chapter 13. If you decide you are going to stand
for Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, during the last three-and-a-half years of the
Tribulation Period, it will cost you your life. You are going to be beheaded, if you are caught.

“And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and / saw the souls
of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in
their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4).

Satan hates you. He hates every Christian. He will substitute his counterfeit religion for Christianity. He
will tell you, “Be good, and you will go to Heaven.” “Be bad, and you will go to Hell.” The truth is you don’t
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have to “Be bad” to go to Hell. You can do everything good all your life, and go right straight to Hell. There is
no one who can do good all of their life. Romans 3:10 tells us,

“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10):

This is why God has concluded we have all...
“...sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

“The wages of that sin,” according to Romans 6:23, “is death,” spiritually separated from God and
Heaven, tormented in the Lake of Fire. (Matthew 25:41)

Revelation 6:9-11. The Fifth Seal.

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held.”

The Fifth Seal is opened, and John sees some of the Tribulation martyrs under the altar in Heaven. They
have died, and now they are in Heaven. They had been given white robes, and John could see them. They,
also, could speak, because heard John what they said, and wrote it down for us. They, also, had an awareness
of what was happening on earth. They were martyrs who stood up for the Savior, and paid with their lives.
Now, they were “absent from the body and present with the Lord,” and awaiting the Resurrection, at the end of
the Tribulation Period, to receive their glorified body, as promised in Philippians 3:21.

“Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself” (Philippians 3:21).

This portion of Scripture refutes several false teachings that God never had in His mind, and has never
revealed to mankind. They are strictly puffed up in the minds of fleshly men who want to create something to
contradict the inerrancy of the Word of God. You have those today that say, “When you die, you go a certain
place, then, somebody is going to pay the preacher and they are going to get you out of this place, and ship
you on to Heaven. So, according to this group, the Catholic Organization, when you die you go someplace, but
you don’t go to Heaven, and you don’t go to Hell. You go to this place of Limbo, or Purgatory, but it is an
intermediate place. You go there, and you have to “Pay up, or shut up.” And, if you really care about your
loved one, you are going to “pay up.” Right? Well, that’s what they say. We’re going to find out that just isn’t
true. Satan loves it!

First of all, when these people died, they went to Heaven. When John went to Heaven, He saw them there,
in Heaven! The Bible refutes all false teaching about where we go when we die. Do I go to a place of Limbo?
Do I go to a Purgatory? Does it exist? Let me just say this. You can’t find it. It doesn’t exist, and Jesus Christ
never mentioned it, not even once, in the whole New Testament. You can’t find a Purgatory! You can’t find a
Limbo, and, you can’t find, as many teach, that you just go into the grave and lie there in a state of dormancy,
or a state of unconsciousness. None of that “phony-baloney” exists. It is foreign to the Word of God. It is
calling God a liar! It is once again inserting religion, and philosophy, instead of Christianity. Notice here in
Psalm 49:7. This answers it once and for all.

“None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him”

If you think that you are going to do anything for one of your dead relatives after they have died, you
have been deceived. For what are you praying? You should have prayed for him, or her, while they were
living. Did you ever witness to them about Christ? But after they die, we are going to get all touched in our
heart of how much we miss this person, and we are going to pray for them. I am going to say this, your prayers
go no further than the air. You cannot pray for a person after they are dead, because they are already in
Heaven, or already in Hell. These prayers go nowhere, but out of your mouth and drop on the floor! The Bible
says in Psalm 49:7:

“None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him”

Do you go to a church where the preacher says, “Hey, pay me, and I’ll pray them out of there?” I’ll tell
you what, you are throwing good money after bad. You just gave it away! You’re not going to get any interest
for it! You just gave it away for nothing, Friend. You’re not going to give anything to God to buy somebody
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out of Hell, who had a decision to make, not to go there, while they were living! There is no way you can do
that! None! That is found nowhere in God’s Word.

Each one gives an account of themselves to the Lord. We do that, of course, while we are living. Yes, we
give an account of our life at the Judgment Seat of Christ, but we are talking about the living now. That is why
it is important for you not to listen to religion, but listen to Christ and the living Word of God.

John sees these souls under the altar in Heaven. They had died for their testimony for Jesus Christ. Here’s
what God says,

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held” (Revelation 6:9):

Verse 10 refutes another false doctrine that we have previously mentioned. It is that you go to the grave
and lie there, dormant, and, at “the end,” there is going to be a resurrection, “sometime.” If your good works
outweigh your bad works, then you are going to Heaven. If they don’t, you go back into dormancy, and that’s
the end of your existence, Fella. Good Bye! So long! See ‘ya later! You never existed, so, hang it up!

I have to say, “You never find that in the Bible!” Notice what it says,

“And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the Earth?” (Revelation 6:10)

They are talking! They are talking in Heaven. They are alive in Heaven. I don’t know how in the world
you can be sleeping in the grave, and be in Heaven and you are still talking. Hell claims the soul and the spirit.
Heaven claims the soul and the spirit. The grave claims the body, which is going to have a Resurrection. When
you die, you are “absent from the body...present with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8), and you never lay in that
grave, whatsoever. These souls had trusted Christ. They had a witness for Christ. They would not sell out to
the Antichrist, and, in Heaven, John heard them cry out.

We have been looking at false religions that present a counterfeit of Christianity. This chapter begins with
the entrance of the Antichrist, the one who is personally indwelt by Satan.We know Satan is behind all false
religions and, as we have previously noted, the Lord had said,

“For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ, and shall deceive many” (Matthew 24:5).
How can we recognize a “false Christ?” How will you know a false Christ.?

Dr. Harry Ironsides was one of the great Bible expositors of many years ago. A man came into his office
and his secretary said, “Dr. Ironsides, there’s a man outside who would like to see you. He says he is Jesus
Christ.” Dr. Ironsides said, “Send him in, please.” The man came in and said, “Dr. Ironsides, I would like to
introduce myself. I am Jesus Christ, the Messiah.” Dr. Ironsides said, “Let me see your hands, Sir.” He held
his hands out. Dr. Ironsides asked, “Where are the nail prints?” Dr. Ironsides then asked to see the man’s feet.
Well, there were no nail prints there, either. Dr. Ironsides then requested, “Let me see your side.” There should
have been a tremendous wound with the sword going into the side. Of course, there was none. At this point,
Dr. Ironsides ended the interview with, “Sir, you are an imposter. I have no more time for you! You are not
accepting Jesus Christ. You have become your own Christ!”

You are finding in these last days, more false cults and religions are springing up than you can count. It is
hard to keep up with them. Years ago, I used to keep files on every one. I would write their headquarters and
get their material and compare them with the Bible. I would, then have it documented, so, whether on radio,
TV, or in a sermon. | would have the written material from their headquarters, in my file, to back up what I say
a cult religion says. We don’t just pull it off the top of our head.

But there are so many today, it would take someone full-time just trying to keep up with all the false cults
and the false religions. I have concluded the best thing to do is just preach the Bible. God gave you a mind,
and he gave you discernment. He gave you His Word, so that you can compare it to what any preacher, or any
church has to say. God has given you good sense to make that decision for yourself.

In the Second Seal (Revelation 6:6), we notice there will be wars, that parallels what is spoken of in
Matthew 24:6,7.

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet (6). For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and Earthquakes, in divers places” (7).
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We find the Fourth Seal of Revelation parallels the same thing. In the Fifth Seal, we are talking about
God’s judgment upon the Earth. Now, in the Fifth Seal, I would like for you to notice Verse 9. During this
time, many Christians are going to have to die for their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. These Scriptures in
Verses 9, and 10, also refute the false teachings of reincarnation, and soul-sleeping held by Seventh-Day
Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and a few others. Where they get these ideas, I have no idea, whatsoever.
God says...

“For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God...” (1 Corinthians 3:19a).

It amazes me that men will say that we are reincarnated, or we go to the grave and we sleep. Yet, man has
never been on the other side of death. You have a few whackos saying, “Well, I saw the light at the other end
of the tunnel.” T don’t find anything in the Bible about “a light at the end of a tunnel.” That is a satanic
delusion. You can see the light in Heaven, when you are passed from death unto life, but the “light in the
tunnel” fantasy is nothing more than a satanic delusion, which gives a false peace. The only peace that you can
rely on is through trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior. In Romans 5:1 it says...

“Th)erefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans
5:1):

If you are trying to find peace in looking for the “light at the end of the tunnel,” you are being, satanically,
deceived. The only light you are going to see are the flames of Hell, when you wake up there. This is why God
put the Bible here. It is to reveal the greatest deceiver this world has ever known, the Antichrist, old Satan,
himself, and his demons, also known as evil spirits.

Revelation 6:9,10.

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held.

We are told here that many are going to die during the Tribulation Period. Notice in Verse 10.

“And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the Earth?” (Revelation 6:10).

It doesn’t sound to me like these are sleeping in the grave. Does it to you?

I would like for you to notice that following the False Christ (First Seal), the War (Second Seal), the
Famine (Third Seal), and Death (Fourth Seal), comes the Fifth Seal, the Martyrdom. Amid the turmoil on the
world scene, the ungodly will grow in hatred against Christ. Instead of deploring sin as the cause of their
trouble, their anger will be kindled at those who have accepted Christ, and who will no longer cooperate with
their humanistic endeavors, and their ideologies. In other words, the Christians will not go along with the
“program.”

If you didn’t know it, the “program” that the Antichrist is going to implement is the One-World
Religious System. You can see that we have that today. All you have to do is open your eyes and see that
ecumenicalism is the down payment, to brainwash you, in preparation for the Tribulation Period. Just lay aside
your Bible doctrines. It doesn’t matter if one church says, “The preacher will get you to Heaven because he
will forgive your sins.” The Bible-believing church says, “That man is full of baloney. He doesn’t know beans
from apple butter. No man can forgive sins. If any mere, human, man could forgive sins, why did Jesus Christ
have to die on the Cross?”

So, you are trying to get all these together who do not even believe the same thing, and what you have is a
compromise of their principles, a compromise on the Bible, and an endorsement of many false religions that
are just all trying to “get together now and praise God.” Let me say this. You may talk about God all you want,
but if you do not accept Jesus Christ as your Savior, you are just shadow-boxing. You are throwing your
words to the wind. Christ tells us in John 8:42...

“...If God were your Father, ye would love me: for | proceeded forth and came from God; neither came
| of myself, but he sent me” (John 8:42).

Matthew 24:8. “The Beginning of Sorrows.”
“All these are the beginning of sorrows”(Matthew 24:8).

156



Revelation: Chapter Six. The First Six Seal Judgments

In this verse, Jesus refers to the first four items, found in Matthew 24:4-7, as “the beginning of sorrows.”
Therefore, He segregates these four from those that come later, from the Fifth Seal on. Likewise, Revelation 6
divides the first four seals from the others, by putting them in their own category of “horsemen.”

In Matthew 24:4-9, and in the Seals of Revelation, Chapter 6, the beginning of the Tribulation Period is
described. Both join in declaring that an early phase of false prophets, war, famine, and death, will soon be
followed by the making of Christian martyrs. That is where we are in Verses 9 and 10. All of this will take
place before the “Abomination of Desolation” is perpetrated, and the persecution by the Antichrist is
unleashed, in all of its fury, during the second three-and-a-half years. We will see those intensified judgments
of God when we get on back in our travel through this great book.

CHART: “THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS”

Matthew 24:4-7

Matthew 24:5,11

“For many shall come in my name, saying, | am
Christ; and shall deceive many (5). “ “And many
false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many” (11).

Matthew 24:6

Revelation 6:1-8 — The Four Horsemen

Seal #1 - False Prophets & Antichrist: Revelation 6:1,2.

“...behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a
bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth
conquering, and to conquer” (2).

Seal #2 - War: Revelation 6:3,4.
“And there went out another horse that was red: and

power was given to him that sat thereon to take PEACE
FROM THE EARTH, and that they should kill one another:
and there was given unto him a great sword” (4).

“And ye shall hear of WARS AND RUMOURS
OF WARS: see that ye be not troubled: for all
these things must come to pass, but the end is
not yet.”

Seal #3 - Famine: Revelation 6:5,6.

And | heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A
measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of
barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the
wine” (6).

Matthew 24:7

“..and there shall be FAMINES...
24:7b).

(Matt.

Seal #4 - Death and Hell: Revelation 6:7-8.

“...behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was
Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given
unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with
sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the
beasts of the earth” (Rev. 6:8).

Matthew 24:7

“For nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in
divers places.”

Seal #5 — Tribulation Martyrs: Revelation 6:9-11.

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the
altar the souls of them that were SLAIN FOR THE WORD
OF GOD, AND FOR THE TESTIMONY which they held:”

9).

Matthew 24:9

“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted,
and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all
nations for my name's sake.”

Revelation 6:11. There Will Be More Martyrs Later.

“And white robes were given unto every one of them, and it was said unto them, that they should rest
yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they

were, should be fulfilled”

It may cost you your life to be a believer during this particular period of time. We find that others will die
for their testimony in Revelation 12:11.

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved

not their lives unto the death.”

They were willing to die for their Savior, the Lord Jesus. Go with me now to Revelation 14:13,

“And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow

them.”
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Go with me to Revelation, Chapter 20. What a gruesome sight this is going to be! If you refuse the Mark
of the Beast, from the middle of the Tribulation Period on, during the last three-and-a-half years, this is the
kind of death you will have to suffer. Notice Revelation 20:4,5,

“And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and / saw the souls
of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not
worshipped the beast (Satan),neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads,
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years (4).

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection” (5).

These were beheaded for their faith. The guillotine will be reinstituted. Peter talked about the same thing.
Peter said,

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you” (1 Peter 4:12):

Many of you are old enough to remember, and, if you are not old enough to remember, you can read
about it in your history books. In our own generation, we have seen the wholesale death of Jews, as more than
six million perished under the Nazi regime. For the most part, the world stood helplessly by, many in unbelief.
It has been said that many of the Jews, even as they were being herded in the box cars and having been warned
of their fate, refused to believe that such an event would occur.

In the Fourth Seal, following famine, one fourth of the population of the Earth has been destroyed.

To show you how much the world hates Christians, clear back in the spring of 1970 we saw a sudden
interest in our environment. Even the college students became aware that we were polluting our Earth. Earth
Day, which was instituted April 22, 1970, was set aside to discuss the issues and the possible solutions. The
Environmental Handbook came out of the United Nations’ UNESCO" and it was prepared by “Friends of the
Earth.” It was at this time, and the same convention, that U Thant"" praised Lenin as a great humanitarian and
defender of liberty. What a joke! U Thant, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, praising Lenin as a
great humanitarian and a defender of Liberty. This is the kind of leadership that we see. It is perverse to the
Bible. You see the Environmental Handbook makes, among other recommendations, the following:

1. Nations must be phased out as quickly as possible.

2. Christianity bears a huge burden of guilt for ecological problems. (In other words, we’re going to
blame the Christians for this.)

3. Experimental living groups should construct their shelters from church windows. (In other words,
destroy the churches and use their materials.)

There is already a growing animosity towards the Bible and Christians, and, in the Tribulation Period,
those who refuse to accept the Mark of the Beast will be unable to buy food and will face starvation and death.

Go back with me, again, to Revelation 6:9,10.

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the

word of God, and for the testimony which they held: (9): And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the
earth?” (10).

Let us get a couple of other things here, doctrinally. When it comes to where you are going to go when
you die, man has never been on the other side of death, and come back. God has told us what is on the other
side of death. Let’s read these verses again. When you are living, you are composed of three components:
body, soul, and spirit. The soul is the seat of your emotions and your appetites. The spirit is the seat of your
intelligence. You have a body. When I look at you, I see the body, but I don’t see the real you. God has given
you a body for the “real you” to express yourself with. When you die, the only thing that dies is the body.
James 2:26 says,

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 2:26).

So, when the body dies, the spirit which is your intelligence, the real you, your being; and, your soul, the
seat of your emotions and your appetites—are never separated. They are the real “you” that lives on. You are
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passed from death unto life, and your soul and spirit never go to the grave. The body is dead “without the
spirit.” With the spirit inside, the body cannot die. So, when the body dies, the soul and spirit leave that body
and they do not accompany that body into the grave, into a state of annihilation. The Bible tells us, as Paul was
inspired to write by the Holy Spirit,

“We are confident, / say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the

Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8).

When the Lord was on the Cross, in Luke 23:43, he told the thief...
“...To day shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

Surely the grave was not Paradise, was it? Absolutely not! So, the soul, and spirit, separated from the
body. But the teaching that people would like to have you believe is that you just go to the grave.
Accompanying that teaching is, if you are good, all is well. There is going to be a general resurrection, they
say, and, if your good works outweigh your bad, you are OK. Here we have a works salvation, again,
excluding Jesus Christ. Every damnable false religion excludes Christ.

When I meet somebody, no matter what religion they are affiliated with, when I try to talk with them
about Jesus Christ and they don’t want to talk, I know they have religion, but they don’t have Christ. The Lord
wants us to talk about Him, and the wonderful things He has done for us. He says here in Revelation 6:9,

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held.”

They died, but notice where these souls are now. John was up in Heaven and he saw them.
“And they cried with a loud voice,

They could talk and they had reasoning as they were...

“...saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the Earth?” (Revelation 6:10).

Their real essence, the soul, seat of their emotions and appetites, and, their spirit, the seat of their
intelligence was very much alive in Heaven. John heard them cry out and say, “How long will it be before you
avenge our blood?” In this Church Age that we live in, today, we are to pray for our enemies, but not in the
Tribulation Period. Christ said in Luke 23:34,

“...Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots “
(Luke 23:34).

And when they stoned Stephen in Acts, Chapter 7,
“And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he
had said this, he fell asleep “ (Acts 7:6)
There was a time when everybody forsook Paul. Nobody stood with him. He was like a “duck out of
water.” But in 2 Timothy 4:16,17, he said, “Don’t lay this to their charge.”

“At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to
their charge (16). Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the
preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and | was delivered out of the
mouth of the lion “ (17).

But, when the Tribulation comes, the prayer will be, “Sic ‘em, Lord, and give it to ‘em!”

Revelation 6:12. The Sixth Seal.

“And | beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood” (12);

God controls the weather. Read Job, Chapters 36 and 37. He controls the atmosphere around Earth, and he
controls what is inside the Earth. Here He uses an earthquake, and He is going to use earthquakes, again, as the
judgments are intensified. I would like for you to notice Revelation 11:13,

“And the same hour was there a great Earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the

Earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the
God of heaven. *
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The Remnant is all inclusive of the other nine-tenths, numbering 63,000. Here is another great earthquake.
Go with me now to Revelation 16:18,19,

“And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was
not since men were upon the Earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great” (18).

And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon
came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his
wrath® (19).

These verses describe an earthquake such as has never been before. God is going to punish them for their
wicked deeds, their rejection of Jesus Christ, their blasphemy against God. He will punish them for their
teaching of evolutionary theories which corrupt the children, their many abortions, and the many diabolical
things man does that are absolutely an attack on the Word of God.

God has also used earthquakes in the past. God brings things to pass, such as hailstones, when He slew
the Assyrians, and He rained brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah. In Numbers, Chapter 16, is just such a case.
This chapter describes a man who was jealous of the leadership of Moses. He had gathered quite a few men
together and they rose up before Moses. Here is the conclusion of the matter in Numbers 16:32,33,

“And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah, and all their goods* (32).

They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them:
and they perished from among the congregation “ (33).

God was provoked by Korah’s jealousy of the leadership of Moses. Moses was God’s appointed man and
this man had told Moses, “You take too much upon yourself.” He was jealous, and he wanted to have the
leadership, himself. He wanted to degrade Moses, and God had had enough of him! God just opened up the
Earth and took care of the problem, as, Korah, and all of his followers were disposed of in less than a minute.

“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31).

Revelation 6:13. The Stars Fall.

“And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind. *

Can you imagine such a shaking that mountains, like the Andes and the Alps, and other mountain ranges,
are actually moved by the power of God. Imagine if God had reached down from Heaven to place His hand
around the Earth, and shakes it out of the foundation that it is on? He shakes the Earth, and little men down
here will be just like ants on this Earth, when God unleashes His mighty power, as He does in these seals. The
judgments intensify as we go forward in the Book of Revelation.

Revelation 6:14. The Heavens Depart and the Mountains Move!

“And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were
moved out of their places .“

The “heavens departing as a scroll” must refer to the atmospheric heavens, the clouds being suddenly
rolled away so swiftly, that men will cry in horror as they stand, exposed, before an angry God. I don’t know if
you have read the book, by Jonathan Edwards, called Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God. If you have not
read it, I would go to my Christian book store and get a copy of the booklet. Many say it is one of the greatest
sermons that man has ever preached. The day he delivered this sermon, the congregation literally felt as
though they were slipping out of their seats into Hell. He led many thousands to Jesus Christ. But this verse
cannot be describing the final fiery cataclysm as found in 2 Peter 3:10-13 where it says “...the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise...” The reason is because those on Earth, who see these events, remain alive after
them, and many flee to nearby caves and rocks for shelter amid the celestial terrors.

Revelation 6:15-17. The Wrath of the Lamb.

“And the kings of the Earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of
the mountains (15); And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him
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that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb (16): For the great day of his wrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand?” (17).

In Verses 15 to 17, we find that modern man marks himself as the “king of his destiny,” and, day by day,
claims to be more the master of nature and the elements. Here, at God’s thunder, the sinners quake. Kings and
masters, as well as the lowest on the Earth, fall in abject dread at these disasters. That inner sense of guilt and
sin in all humans awakened, as we shall see in Chapter Eleven. By the testimony of God’s end-time witnesses,
they actually realize this.

“The great day of His wrath is come.” The sinners cringe, and know that God’s anger is behind these
seal calamities. Soon the Trumpet Judgments will come forth, and these will be more severe than even the
seals. The wrath of God is even more plainly seen, as we continue on with Chapters Eight and Nine. Then will
come the Bowls of Wrath of the Almighty God. Rebellious man desires to live without God, but God will have
the last say.

After God has raptured His church, He will withdraw His restraints upon sin, and, sinful man will bring
the curses of the ages upon his own head in this Tribulation Period. Lies, wars, famine, and death, are all
described here, in how God is going to judge the lost.

Two more catastrophes are brought to our attention in the Sixth Seal, the judgment. First of all, as we
discussed, the heavens are opened. It is hard for the human mind to fathom this occurrence. It will be a shock
when it occurs. And then, Number Two, the Earth moves. Imagine living in a day when every mountain and
every island is moved out of its place. It doesn’t mean that they are not going to exist any more. They are just
moved by the force and the power of God. Scientists are already acknowledging the fact that the Earth’s crust
moves. One encyclopedia devotes a four-page article to the drifting continents. It reports that the Earth
consists of a liquid core with a radius of about 2,170 miles. It has a mantle about 1800 miles thick, and a crust.
The continental crust is, on average, 20 miles thick. Their theory is that movement in the Earth’s mantle is
causing the continental drifts. Scientists have recently found that Asia and Africa are splitting apart along a
large fault in the center of the Red Sea.

Revelation 6:16:

“And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:”

Joel spoke of this same prophecy. Go back with me now to Joel, Chapter 2, and we’ll begin in Verse 28.
You must remember, the Old Testament Prophets never knew about the Church Age that you are living in
today. It was never prophesied in the Old Testament. This was a mystery that was revealed unto the Apostle
Paul, as we find out in Ephesians 3:1-10. We do find out that the Old Testament prophets did know about the
Tribulation Period. They did know about the Birth of Christ. They did know about the Crucifixion of Christ.
We find many of the Old Testament prophets, such as, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, prophesied about this same
period of time, as did Matthew, Chapter 24, and, the Book of Revelation. Let’s notice here now in Joel 2:28:

“And it shall come to pass afterward, (that’s after Israel’s restoration) that | will pour out my spirit upon

all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions:”

Now this is what we find out that Peter talked about in Acts 2:16-21. This was that same spirit poured out
on Pentecost. Pentecost was not the fulfilling of Joel’s prophecy. There were no “wonders in the heavens,” but
it was that same Spirit that was poured out there, when each understood in their own language.

Notice what is says now in Joel 2:30, 31:

“And | will shew wonders in the heavens and in the Earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke (30).
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day
of the LORD come “ (31).

Joel knew about this occurrence that would take place in the Tribulation Period. We come on back and
begin to see how God has dealt with the nation of Israel, and, what He’s going to do with those today that are
lost, that have never known the Lord Jesus Christ and blaspheme His Name. They only care about living for
the pleasures of this world, that is all.
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Let us go back to Isaiah 13:11-13:

“And | will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and | will cause the
arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible (11). | will make a
man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir (12). Therefore | will
shake the heavens, and the Earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts,
and in the day of his fierce anger “ ( 13).

When men cry today and say, “Oh where is the Lord?” Well, God in His grace, His kindness, and His
mercy, has allowed things to go on. “Mercy” means “not giving us what we deserve.” With all that is going on
in the world today, we are surely paralleling the nation of Israel, and getting ripe for the judgment of Almighty
God. We ought to be praying “Even so, Come, Lord Jesus.”

Folks, if you think things can continue to go on, think again. Everything that was done to destroy the
Roman Empire is being done in America. Everything that you have seen in History paralleling the nation of
Israel is being done in America. Do you know who you can thank? You can thank our Supreme Court. They
are not to rewrite the Constitution and they seem to have the opinion that it is out of date. Our founding fathers
have given us principles, and this country, for which the Bible was the foundation. In my younger days, there
were morals, there were principles, and there was decency. There was respect for other people. All of that has
disintegrated until it is almost every man for himself. We are living in a society where it is a survival situation.

When I was a boy, if someone would do something, you could yell at them out of your car window, or
toot the horn. If you do it today, you could get yourself shot! Those that shoot you already know they are not
going to die. They know that their punishment is going to be very lenient, or the first thing that will happen if
they are arrested, “We must get him a psychiatrist, or psychologist, and get him examined.”

You know, it is an amazing thing, when a person commits a crime and they leave the scene, they must
know it is wrong, or they wouldn’t leave. When they commit a murder, and they don’t turn themselves in, they
must know that there is some punishment. If not, why wouldn’t they just go tell the police that I killed this
person? If they were mentally incompetent, they would. But when they run, you have to invest in time and
money to trace down the murderer, and, then, we get him to some quacko psychiatrist to examine him to see if
he understands right from wrong. If he didn’t understand right from wrong, he wouldn’t have run, would he?

This is how foolish our society has gotten. Every time somebody is mixed up with the law, get a
psychiatrist to him. Most of the psychiatrists need a psychiatrist, if you want the truth. In fact, the truth came
out a while back. They have more broken homes, and more troubles, than most of the common people. Law
breakers do not need psychiatrists. They need punishment, and they need to know that they are going to get
punishment. Here is what God says about it.

“Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of
men is fully set in them to do evil “ (Ecclesiastes 8:11).

“Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about
the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth “ (Habakkuk 1:4).

When there are one of these bombings that kill many, many, people, our president gets up and reads from
a little slip of paper that, “We’re going to do everything within our power to bring these murderers to justice.”
Then another year passes, and then another. Pretty soon we’re fighting over where we are going to hold the
trial. If they wanted the trial held somewhere else, they should have committed the crime somewhere else,
shouldn’t they? But we think more of the murderer and the protection of his rights, than we think of the rights
of all those people that died. This is how twisted up we are in our minds.

Remember, Ecclesiastes said, “Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore
the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil [continually].” Pretty soon, months go by and the
witnesses cannot remember everything. Their memories would be much fresher if you have them in court after
the incident happens. The police work as hard as they can. They go into court, and the judge ties their hands in
the “legality” of the law. What are you saying? God says, “Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil [continually].” It incites
the criminals to go on and do worse crime, because they know it is a long time before they go to trial. They
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know witnesses sometimes can’t remember that far back. Many things can take place, and, we can find a
technicality here, and a technicality there, etc.

But the time is coming, in this Tribulation Period that you may not laugh at Jesus Christ’s coming,
because in 2 Peter 3:4 it says there will be mockers saying...

“...Where is the promise of his coming?...

You are either a mocker of Jesus Christ, or, Jesus Christ is your Father, if you have received Him as your
Savior. In Chapter 6 of Revelation, that day is coming when people are going to meet God Almighty, face to
face. That is going to be when they die. It is not a game that is played down here. It isn’t some religious
performance going on to make you feel religious. The only way you are going to escape the Tribulation Period
is, if you are a believer and you go at the Rapture. And, you’re laughing at that!

You’ll wake up some morning and all these people are gone. It comes out over the radio, “We must have
had an invasion from Mars,” or, “We must have had an invasion from outer space.” The Antichrist stands up
and says, “I had to get rid of all these people, so we could have the Utopia we have all been waiting for.” He
will justify it, and bend the situation to his advantage.

But you will be missing some of your relatives. You are going to be missing your fundamental preachers.
Perhaps, even, the boss on your job. You will look for that person who witnessed to you, and said, “We’d like
for you to think about trusting Christ as your Savior, so you can avoid this Day of Wrath.” Now, the day that
we are speaking about, is here. This is the day that, if you reject the Lord Jesus Christ, it doesn’t matter who
you are, because in Revelation 6:15 it says,

“And the kings of the Earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the

mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of
the mountains;”

It won’t matter what your position is. When Jesus Christ throws these judgments out, you will not escape.
Revelation 6:16 says,

“And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.”

Do you know why they are saying this? They are hoping that death will end it all. No one in their right
mind would say, “Fall on us and kill us.” They are more frightened of spiritual death, than they are physical
death. They are hoping that this damnable philosophy of Shirley McClain, and others, which says we are
reincarnated, is true. They are hoping the New Age movement, which says there is no Hell, is right. Or...the
new versions of the Bible, which take away the doctrinal parts but hold to the traditional parts, are true,
because they have no doctrine in them when it comes to Hell. When it comes to the Atonement and
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, they re-word passages to take away the power and emphasis of the power of God
unto salvation, which is His Death and Resurrection. If there is no Hell, and there is not going to be a Rapture
and a Tribulation Period, they do not have anything to worry about. Right?

This is the movement that we are living in right here, today, that wants to divert you from the True and
Living God. They want to divert you into some New Age Version of the Bible, like the Living Bible, the New
International Version, the New American Standard Bible, etc. All of these are perverted Bibles, sold under the
counterfeit of being a Bible. They are a money-making scheme. You say, “Oh, my mother gave it to me.” Or,
“My Daddy gave it to me.” Or, worse, “My pastor gave it to me.” One of the men, who was the head of one of
the new Bible version translation committees, has since renounced them, and said, “God forgive me. I have
tampered with the Word of God. How shall I undo what I have done?”

So, you ought to check into some of these things to make sure you are not deceived. I will say this. They
know that, when these things happen, it has to be of God. They realize this truly is the God that they are going
to stand before. Maybe they have been witnessed to, or they have been in a good Bible-teaching church where
the preacher has preached on Hell. He has taught them to trust that Jesus Christ paid for their sins, but they
refused.

“Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew
25:41):
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And here they are, in this Tribulation Period. They would rather die physically, and hope that ends it all,
rather than be alive in Hell for all time and eternity, suffering that kind of torment. However, that is what is
going to happen. Notice in Verse 17...

“For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” (Revelation 6:17).

We are told in 2 Corinthians 6:2...
“...behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”

Jesus Christ went to the Hell of the Cross, and paid for your sins, so you would not spend eternity in the
Lake of Fire making that payment yourself. Nobody loved you like Jesus Christ. Do not put it off another day.
Christ could come tonight.

I would like you to go in your Bibles to Isaiah 1:11-13. Isaiah had the same problem with the nation of
Israel as God is having with America. We’ll pick it up here in Verse 11, and go on down; and, then God gives
an invitation in Verse 18.

“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: | am full of the burnt

offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and | delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of
he goats” (Isaiah 1:11).

This was your Judaism with your Old Testament sacrifices, because they were doing it only for a show.

“‘When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?
(12) Bring no more vain (empty) oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, | cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting” (Isaiah
1:12-13).

A very practical application. You go into a modernistic church where many of the members go out and
commit adultery. They go out and steal. They go out and swear. They are crooked in their business. But they
parade into church every Sunday morning. They go to their bars on Monday through Saturday and sit, sucking
up their slop. That’s what I call it. They are not very happy with me when I call it that. But there are a lot of
dead people in the cemeteries, and a lot of teenagers that have died from that damnable drinking. Their parents
have taught them it is all right, because they have sat around soaking it up in the bars. So, their children go out
to a Senior Prom and think it is all right to drink. After all, Daddy does it. Mommy does it. They go to the bar
all the time. The teenagers get drunk, and they get in an accident, and some die.

If the victims of alcohol, who lie in the cemeteries today could talk, what do you think they would say
about drinking that nice, little social drink? Not only that, you’ve got preachers who drink. Ask your preacher
if he drinks, socially. If he does, you better run from him, because he’s a counterfeit. He’s just a social guy
around town. He’s not going to tell you how to be saved, because he probably doesn’t know how to go to
Heaven, himself.

But notice here in Verse 17...

“Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow”
(Isaiah 1:17).

Learn to do things honestly. And then God says this, “Don’t just go to church, and be playing games here.
He says in Isaiah 1:18-20,
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool (18). If ye be willing and

obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land (19): But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with
the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it” (20).

Let us notice again back in Revelation 6:16,17. Again, they must have come to their senses when they
said this.

“And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb (16): For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be
able to stand?” (17).

You hear some of these atheists, agnostics, evolutionists, and so-called scientists in your classrooms
today, coming out openly and blatantly denouncing there is a God. However, tomorrow may be their judgment

164



Revelation: Chapter Six. The First Six Seal Judgments

day. If Jesus Christ comes tonight and the Rapture takes place, they will be scared to death. Then you will see
what these men, or women, who stood up in the classroom and propagated that stuff, are really like when they
know that it is Almighty God causing these earthquakes. Their town is shaking, and there are big cracks in the
ground. People are falling in, and they close up again. Thousands of people are going down into the pit, just
like it was in Numbers, Chapter 16. You are going to think, “Is this what I followed? Was I ever deceived!”

Don’t be deceived.
“...behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
Christ could come tomorrow! I hope that, if you have never accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior, you will
now. You may be going to church, you may have been baptized, you may have been doing everything that

seems right, but none of those things will save you. Jesus Christ died on the cross, and He paid for your sins.
He gave His life to save yours and he said:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life”(John 3:16)

We hope you will trust Christ today.
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“And ] saw another ange] asccncling from the east, having the seal of
the living (God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom
it was given to hurt the [~ arth and the sea (2),

Sa ing, Hurt not the [ arth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have
sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads” (5)

Revelation 7:2-3

25. Angel With the Seal. Artist: Chauncey Navarro - www.inspired-word.com
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REVELATION, CHAPTER SEVEN

PARENTHETICAL: SAVED OF TRIBULATION: THE 144,000 JEWS AND THE SAVED MULTITUDE.

We are now beginning a new section in the Book of Revelation in Chapter Seven. We have a natural
division in Chapter Seven. This is a parenthetical section inserted between the Sixth and Seventh Seal. The
Seventh Seal, which opens the Seven Trumpets, begins in Chapter Eight. However, Chapter Seven is a
parenthetical section inserted here. Sometimes, in going through the Book of Revelation, God gives us a
preview, and inserts things He wants us to know.

Revelation 7:1-8 - Deals with the 144,000 Jews and Israel.
Revelation 7:9-17 — Deals with the Gentiles.

We will find out some doctrinal things here, concerning Jehovah’s Witnesses, and their teaching
concerning the 144,000. I have talked with hundreds of them down through my many years as a pastor, and |
am going to give you what they state. All, almost exclusively, state the same thing concerning this 144,000,
and their philosophy. It doesn’t agree with the Word of God. You need to know it, because, they are going to
hide it from you, in many cases. I have their books in my library, so it is documented.

Revelation 7:1.

“And after these things | saw four angels standing on the four corners of the Earth, holding the four
winds of the Earth, that the wind should not blow on the Earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.”

This shows us, first of all, that God rules the atmosphere. He rules this Earth and He allows man to go
ahead, as He is doing in this particular period of time. We are in the Church Age, which began on the day of
Pentecost, and will culminate when the whole Body of Christ goes at the Rapture. The whole body of Christ
will go at the Rapture. It is a Rapture, not, a rupture! When the Rapture takes place, all denominations fall off.
There are no denominations in the Bible.

I had one person, a Lutheran, who told me the other day, “I’m a Lutheran.” I said, “I’m not interested in
that. Are you a Christian?”” Before Martin Luther (b. 1483, d. 1546) ever came on the scene, do you mean to
tell me, for some 1500 years, that no one was going to Heaven. There were no Lutherans. Nothing like that
existed. Now we have a denomination named after a dead man, and they follow Luther’s Catechism that
teaches that baptism gives you eternal life.

Jesus Christ is not dead. We follow the Bible, the Word of God, not a book containing the philosophies of
a man, named Luther, who lived approximately 1500 years later. God cares what your opinion is, about what
He said.

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth”(2 Timothy 2:15).

What God wrote in the Bible is the Word of Truth, and that’s what we follow here. I would rather believe
God than a man, wouldn’t you? That is unbelievable. His philosophy is no better than yours, or mine.

“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man” (Psalm 118:8).

The parenthetical section, here, interrupts the Seals, the Trumpets, and the Bowls, which are unleashed on
a wicked world, series after series. For example: in Revelation 6:8,9, and also in Verses 15 and 16. However,
God often interrupts this chronological process to give us a parentheses, or parenthetical vision. Besides that,
they explain, or reveal, other concurrent happenings, such as Chapter Seven, Chapters 10 to 14, Chapters 17
and 18, and contain side glimpses into the times of the Tribulation Period. Chapter 7 shows that many will be
saved. Chapter 11 shows God’s Witnesses in the first three-and-a-half years. These 144,000 were saved by
hearing the message of the Two Witnesses in Chapter 11. Chapters 12 and 13, show the forces of evil during
the second three-and-a-half years. Chapter 17 and 18 it show the destruction of the end-time Babylon system,
right before Armageddon, which takes place in Chapter 19.
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The One-World Religious System, of the Tribulation Period, is your ecumenical movement of today. The
Antichrist will control this One-World Religious System from Babylon. All the different religious belief
systems will continue, with one exception. They cannot proselyte from another religion. They must be
“tolerant” of one another. This is done so subtly, many people do not have any idea it is being done. They go
to church, and it is just a social club for them. It is where they meet their friends. It is where they have their
picnics, their parties, their suppers, and everything else. Does your church get together with all other churches
that do not even believe the same thing?” You cannot preach the Bible when that is done. They suppress the
Bible just in order to get along with those that have different beliefs and doctrines. God says...

“...mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them (17).

For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Romans 16:17-18).

Notice that Chapter 7 begins with the words, “And after these things...” That is the Greek “meta tauta,”
and it is a favorite expression of John, who had a keen chronological awareness. It is often used in the Book of
Revelation. It is used in 7:9; 15:5, and also in the Gospel of John. It is used in John 6:1; 7:1. Here it refers to
the next vision which John saw. After beholding the turmoil of the seal judgments, the onlooker will naturally
wonder if any will be saved amid this flood of catastrophes.

God, now, answers that question for us in the two parenthetical visions of this chapter. Verses 1-8, the
Jews; Verses 9-17, the Gentiles. The first vision shows that Jews will be turning to Christ at this time, and the
second vision shows the multitudes out of every nation who will also come to Christ during these final days of
the Tribulation. These two visions are the fulfillment of the rainbow around the throne, seen in Revelation 4:3.

WILL THE UNSAVED LEFT BEHIND AT THE RAPTURE BE ABLE TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST?

Many ask the question, “Will those unsaved left behind at the Rapture yet have an opportunity to believe
in Christ?” As long as they are alive, until Christ gathers them at the Judgment of the Nations at the end of the
Tribulation, they may believe in him. If, however, they take the “Mark of the Beast”; then, of course, they will
be eternally lost in Hell (the Lake of Fire).

Go with me to 2 Thessalonians, where it speaks of the Antichrist, and we will find the verse that covers
this. You hear some preachers today who use this verse as a threat. They say, “If you have heard the Gospel in
the Church Age, but you reject Christ, after the Rapture comes, you cannot be saved in the Tribulation
Period.” That is a lie out of the pits of Hell. That is not true. God will save you any time you are alive, and you
have the sense to realize you are a sinner, and Jesus Christ died and paid for your sins.

One of our church members’ father had fallen ill. He said, My Dad hates preachers, but would you try to
visit him. He’s been a drunk all his life and he hates preachers! That’s a thrill. I don’t mind going where they
“like” preachers. You always get these calls where they “hate preachers!” I thought to myself, “I wonder if
anybody dislikes those who dislike preachers?” I don’t think so. Our job as a pastor, preacher, evangelist, or
missionary is to seek and save those which are lost. That’s what Christ wants us to do. Take the Word of God
and tell them that, no matter what they have done in their life, Christ died on the Cross to pay for their sins,
too.

Anyway, he told me, “My Dad has cancer. He has help from the county that comes in. He probably only
has just a few days to live. Preacher, I don’t really know if he will listen to you. Please don’t be offended, he
may even cuss you out.”

I went, and just the opposite turned out. I went to his house and the attending nurse said to him, “Mr.
White, there’s a pastor here that would like to talk to you. Would you mind if he came in?”” I never expected to
get any further than the front door, but he said, “No, I would be glad to see him.” I went in and I talked with
him. I said, “Mr. White, your son is concerned about you. No one knows how long any of us have here upon
the Earth. I may die before you. You may die before me, but there’s one thing about it. We are all going to die,
unless we are alive at the Rapture. Mr. White, do you know something? God loves you so much that he sent
Jesus Christ to pay for your sins and mine. I don’t care what you’ve done in the past. God’s not interested in
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your past. That’s not the problem. But He is interested in your future. He is interested in the immediate, right
now. Christ died for you. God loved the world and...

“...he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16).

I said, “Let me ask you a question. Have you ever received Jesus Christ as your Savior?”” He said, “No, |
never have. [ am going to be honest with you. I haven’t been a man that would go to church, or read the Bible.
I know very little about the Bible, only what I was taught as a child.” He was up in his seventies, or so then. I
told him, “All of that is immaterial. Would you allow me read this to you?” He nodded.

“God so loved the world...” Do you believe that? He loved you so much that he sent His son, Jesus
Christ. Mr. White, you know that all down through your years, the world has celebrated Christmas. That is the
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then, at Easter time, we celebrate that as the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ.” He said, “I know that.” I said, “Well, let me just explain something. God loved you so much that He
sent Jesus Christ to be born into this world. He was born to die. He went to the Cross. He paid for your sins,
and my sins. I believe He died for me. How about you?”

99 ¢

“Let me read you the next part of the verse, Mr. White.” ‘...whosoever believeth in him...” Do you want
to go to Hell and pay for your sins, or will you accept the Hell that Christ suffered when He died on the Cross
for your sins? Will you accept His payment, so you don’t have to make that payment yourself?”

“Oh,” he said. “Is it that simple?” I said, “It’s that simple.” He said, “I never did anything for the Lord. I
never hardly ever went to church.” I said, “That’s immaterial. Jesus Christ wants you to go to Heaven and live
with Him for all eternity. Will you accept Him? Will you believe that He died for you?”

He said, “I don’t want to go to Hell. If God said He loved me and Christ died for me, all the evidence is
there. I believe it.”

I said, “God made you two promises, Sir. He promised that ‘whosoever believeth in Him should never
perish.” That’s the negative. You will never die and spend eternity in Hell ‘...but have everlasting life.” When
you leave this Earth, you are going to be °...absent from the body, and present with the Lord.” Death is only
the door that ushers you into the presence of Almighty God.” And I said, “Do you know right now, just since
you have accepted Jesus Christ, He is now your Father. He wasn’t before, because John 1:12 tells us ‘as many
as received him, to them gave he the power to become the children of God.” You are His child now, and so am
I! We are related. We are His spiritual children.”

What a change. He said, “Oh, I thank you for coming.”

I said, “Do you mind if I pray with you, and we’re just going to thank God that you have a home now, and
you have another home. When you leave this one here, you have another one in Heaven.” A big smile came on
his face. He was just as happy as could be. A couple of days later, he died. He went on to be with the Lord
Jesus Christ.

You can accept Jesus Christ as your Savior, even on your death bed. God loves you, and there are no
restrictions. There are no threats by preachers. I should say, ignorant preachers, that preach the damnable
philosophy that, “If you have heard the Word, and miss the Rapture, because of unbelief, you cannot be saved
in the Tribulation.” That is not true. We will show you this, from the Bible, where it speaks about the
Antichrist’s coming, in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11,

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,
(9) And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the

love of the truth, that they might be saved (10). And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie.”

When it says “...a lie...,” it is “The Lie.” It is the definite article. That is the lie of the Antichrist. That is
when, in the middle of the Tribulation Period, he says, “I am God,” and, then, sits in the temple demanding to
be worshiped. You, then, will be forced to take the Mark of the Beast. He puts out a world order that no man
will be able to buy or sell unless he receives the Mark of the Beast.

“That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2
Thessalonians 2:12).
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So, when they go back to Verse 11, and say, “And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe a (the) lie,” remember this. The Lie, the Antichrist, is not revealed until three-and-a-
half years after the Rapture, in the middle of the Tribulation Period. You have that first three-and-a-half years
in which to be saved. If that were true, how would the 144,000 Jews be saved, that we are studying right here?
If they had been saved before the Rapture, they would not be here during the Tribulation Period. The 144,000
Jews here are saved by the witnessing of the Two Witnesses, therefore, we have 144,000 saved AFTER the
Rapture in the Tribulation Period.

What are you saying? God is saying that He will send them a lie, or “The Lie, that they might all be
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” Consider this. Here we are, and the
Rapture takes place, every Christian from all over the world disappears. If it is an airplane pilot who is a
Christian, he shall leave. Down goes that plane, especially if they have a co-pilot who is a Christian. Christians
will disappear from all cars, causing bad accidents. Christians will be disappearing from everywhere. Every
Christian, regardless. When you go up, the denominations fall off.

Right after that event happens, which is not going to be some long, drawn-out thing. It will happen in a
“moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” According to 1 Corinthians 15:51,52,
“Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, (51) In a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (52).

The “all” is Christians, whether they are backslidden, or whether they are not. ALL Christians—all born-
again believers will be changed. You wake up one morning. You turn the radio on. We’ll say that your wife, or
husband, is a Christian. Your children are Christians. You are not. You’ll wake up and they are all missing.
You check everywhere. Where are they? You search everywhere, but they are nowhere to be found. You turn
the radio or television on, and you hear the devastating news. Something drastic has happened to this Earth.
We have no explanation yet, but something has happened.

You remember when you have been in a good, fundamental church, and heard this preached. You have
heard 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17,
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first (16): Then we which are alive and remain

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord” (17).

You have heard this, and you laughed just like the mockers today in your liberal churches. “Oh, it isn’t
going to happen,” you say. 2 Peter 3:3,4 describes it...
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,(3) And

saying, Where is the promise of hia coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of creation” (4).

You never hear that in your modernistic, liberal churches. They are not going to preach that. Because they
don’t believe it! They do not even believe God created the Earth in most of your modernistic, liberal churches.
The people do not know it, because they never question their pastor. They go for social reasons and not to
learn the Word of God.

But when it happens and you realize, “Maybe that preacher was right. Could he be right?”” Then, as days
pass, an ecumenical council forms to attempt an explanation of some phenomena that has taken place. Then,
the Antichrist will say, “We had to get rid of all these so-called, phony Christians,” which, in reality, were the
real Christians. A One-World Religious System will be established under ecumenicalism. You realize, “Hey, |
remember a preacher preaching that six or seven years ago. Maybe you were in that church just a month before
the Rapture took place. He was right, and what he preached about has taken place right before your eyes! It
was in the Bible 2,000 years ago.” Remembering all that the preacher said about Christ, you receive Him as
your Savior.

Yes! You can be saved, but if you go another three-and-a-half years, God says, “I know your mind.”
You’ve heard the preacher. It was in the Bible 2,000 years ago. After all the Christians have disappeared from
the Earth, after all the evidence you have seen right before your eyes, you will go with the Antichrist. You’ve
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sold yourself out to Satan. You have condemned your soul to Hell, and you have condemned your life here
upon the Earth. You have bought the system, Friend! But...as long as you are alive, you can believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, especially in that first three-and-a-half years.

As we’ve said, the question arises, “Can you be saved in the Tribulation Period if you have heard the
Gospel in the Church Age. Of course, you can!

Revelation 7:1.

“And after these things | saw four angels standing on the four corners of the Earth, holding the four
winds of the Earth, that the wind should not blow on the Earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.”-
(Revelation 7:1).

Many of you have heard this poem about the wind by Christina Georgina Rosetti in your early days of
Grammar School.

“Who has seen the wind?
Neither you, nor [;
But when the trees bow their heads,
The wind is passing by.”

In some ways the wind is a symbol of fickleness. The way the wind blows is decided by unchanging laws.
The sun’s heat and the laws of heat transfer, and the shape and rotation of the Earth, are the chief causes of the
winds. Wind is caused by the uneven heating of the atmosphere, our air around the Earth, by the sun. It is
interesting that, near the equator, heated air rises to about 60,000 feet, yet there are no prevailing winds near
the equator, nor up to about 700 miles on either side of it. Because the air rises vertically there, instead of
moving horizontally across the Earth, this calm belt is called “the Doldrums.” Since scientists believe the
winds are caused by unchanging laws, the miracle by God in this judgment, to us appears even more
remarkable as suddenly, there is an awesome silence and a deadly calm.

Revelation 7:2,3.

“And | saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with
a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the Earth and the sea, (2) Saying, Hurt not
the Earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads.”

A practical application of this happens when we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and are
sealed with the Holy Spirit of God. I would like to emphasize a doctrinal point about the Holy Spirit, here, as
we hear so much from Pentecostalism, that we are to seek the Spirit, or that we are to pray for the Spirit. There
are many things we are to pray for, but we are never instructed in God’s Word to pray for the Holy Spirit. The
reason for that is, God made it a promise that, when you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you would be sealed
by the Holy Spirit. We find this in the Book of Ephesians, one of the great doctrinal books of the Apostle Paul,
written under the inspiration of God. Speaking about our salvation, in Ephesians 1:13 it says,

“In whom ye also frusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” (Ephesians 1:13).

God gives the Holy Spirit. Not because you pray for it, and not because you ask for it. We are never
instructed to pray for the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given to each believer because God has promised to
give the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the Holy Spirit comes by promise, not as a result of seeking or begging.

“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians
4:30).

Once you are saved, you receive the Holy Spirit, and that Holy Spirit never leaves you in this lifetime.
You are sealed “unto the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30). All believers in Christ are sealed by the Holy Spirit
when they believe. Here, for the sake of John’s vision and for our edification, an angel is seen by John coming
from an easterly direction. He symbolically carries a visible seal. The actual sealing is seen and done by God.
We never see any physical mark suddenly appearing on the believer’s head at conversion, yet the believer is
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sealed by God. God’s mark of sacred ownership is placed upon the believer, and this seal is the presence of the
Holy Spirit indwelling the believer.

Here, in Revelation 7:2, there is apparently also some mark visible to the spirit world, placed on the
foreheads. Notice in Verse 3,

“Saying, Hurt not the Earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God
in their foreheads” (Revelation 7:3).

Verse 3 shows the command given to the four angels who will sound the trumpet judgments that are about
to occur in Revelation 8:6-13. He orders them to refrain from starting their actions, until certain ones have
been sealed.

“Hurt not the Earth, seas, trees,” refers to those items which will be initially destroyed when the trumpet
afflictions begin in Chapter 8.

We ask, “How in the world are these Israelites saved?”” They are saved through the testimony of the Two
Witnesses, described later in Chapter 11. The chaos on Earth, during the seal afflictions, drove them to seek
rescue, and the spirit showed them their sin and the remedy, which was Christ’s death upon the Cross.

In Ezekiel 9:1-7, before the final slaughter begins, a man with the inkhorn marks the forehead of those
who are faithful. The avengers are told that none, who are so marked, are to be touched.

“He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the city to
draw near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand (1).

And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every
man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's
inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar (2)

And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold
of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side

3);

And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and
set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done
in the midst thereof (4).

And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye
spare, neither have ye pity (5):

Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man
upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were
before the house (6).

And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went
forth, and slew in the city” (Ezekiel 9:1-7).

Current events in our time convey similar parallels. For example:

Banks are already using invisible seals of identification on passbooks. Only when the seals are
held under a special light does the seal become evident.

Prince Sihanouk was ousted as Cambodian chief of state in a bloodless coup by pro-western Lt.
Gen. Lon Nol on March 18, 1970. He, and others, established the Khmer Republic. He
immediately set about to defeat the communist Khmer Rouge. When the U.S. forces departed
South Vietnam in 1973, both the Cambodians and South Vietnamese found themselves suddenly
fighting the communists alone. Without U.S.