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Through thick and thicker 73 has,
to the disappointment of its detractors,
somehow managed to survive. This
survival has frequently been gquite mar-
ginal, as the gaunt butl dedicated little
group which publishes the magazine
will testify.

One of the things that has kept
morale high at 73 is the ability to
publish humorous little items which
are obvious only to the more intelli-
gent readers, items such as the an-
nouncements of new certificates for
amateurs contacting the editors of the
other ham magazines, knowing full
well that these chaps are inactive and
have been either for vears or life, and
have their call letters as a subterfuge
because they are editors.

It is an interesting statistic that 73
has, in its ten vears of life, published

[AZRPS
GOMES THROUGH

The OH2BH expedition to Albania
in August was over almost before it
started, with under 800 contacts made
before being shut down by authorities.
Thus not too many amateurs were
convinced that Frank Turek DL7FT
wolild be able to pull off his promised
try at getting bn from ZA.

As reported in the West Coast DX
Bulletin, Frank was supposed to start
operation about September 14, but
was only heard for a short time. The
rumor mills started grinding at full tilt.
1. He would be on CW only. 2. He
would favor California stations. 3. He
was back in Germany and being
worked from home. 4. His papers were
not in order and he was not allowed
into Albania. 5. He was on the air but
from outside Albania. 6. The transmit-
ter was giving trouble. It was a tense
time for the DX’ers indeed.

On September 15th Frank and
DJOUJ opened up full bore and spent
full time working everyone available
until 0800 Friday (18th). Few serious
DX'ers missed working Albania this

V1A
BE ACTIVATEL

Iragq 15 now the most unworked
countrv in the world and, considering
the Mideast situation, activity there at
this time seems unlikely. Martin
HZBH promises to make a major try
an from the Finnish embassy

7. This boast
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almost as many technical and construc-
tion articles as QST has in fifty vears!
In its short lifetime 73 piloneered first
the Nuwvistor, then the transistor, and
now the [IC. The large number of
articles published has allowed 73 to
cover all aspecis of the amateur radio
hobby while still pushing the new
developments such as ATV, RTTY.
and FM.

The editorials in 73, though often
accused of being anti-ARRL by League
stalwarts who either have not read
them or else have read them carelessly,
are proamateur radio and anti any
person or group who is doing badly by
our Nell. Where the ARRL has done
particularly despicable things such as at
the New York World’s Fair, in the Don
Miller affair, and things like that, 73 is
critical, Would vou have it any other

No 73 Display At
Hudson Convention

Despite assurances from several
ARRL officials that a 73 display and
booth at the New York Hudson Divi-
sion ARRL Convention was out of the
guestion, both the publisher and editor
tried wvaliantly to convince ARRL
Director Daniels to let the magazine in.
He flatly and steadfastly refused to

ermit 73 to exhibit either in its own
ooth or in conjunction with any other
exhibit.

Hudson Division ARRL members
should be proud of Director Daniels’
strength of conviction, no matter what
fairness and decency would seem to

way? demand of him.
In spite of the notice of illegal rassed by the situation. James Barr,

operation issued to operators of the
renowned evebank net by the Federal
Communications Commission, the net
is continuing to function routinely.
The FCC savys the eyebank net is illegal
because it was formed originally by the
Lions Club, a nonamateur organiza-
tion. But hams don’t agree with the
ruling. **Public opinion," says one ama-
teur, ‘“‘is on our side. .. When the FCC
gets enough power to jeopardize the
lives of American citizenrv, things are
bad, but when the Commission actu-
ally uses that power, things are intoler-
able." The only way to bring the
matter to a head, he indicated, was to
ignore the FCC ruling and wait for the
fireworks,

In Washington, FCC staff members
are themselves more than a bit embar-

chief of the FCC's Safety and Special
Services, blames the hams for the
predicament. It was a ham who
brought the whole thing about, he said,
because he wanted a literal interpre-
tation of a somewhat ambiguous
ruling. “Somebody asked a question
and we had to give a straightforward
answer. .. It would be better if they
didn't ask the question.”

Some hams, though, throw the
blame back on Barr. His interpretation
of the ruling, they say, borders on the
sublime. As one noted amateur spokes-
man puts it: ““The Fed has got to reach
way, way out for an interpretation that
prohibits nets used in the public ser-
vice, particularly in view of the fact
that ham radio exists for the sole
threefold purpose of ‘public service,

L

convenience, and necessity’.

might be dismissed if it were not for
his history of coming through on these
promises. Martin was the first one to
make it from Albania in many vyears
and his operation there, followed by
DL7FT, took ZA off the most wanted
list for just about all of the top DX
hunters. The October 17th pileups are
frightening to contemplate.

Martin expects to be accompanied
by OHSSE and they will stop off in
Lebanon for a week before going to
¥1. One more document is being
awaited before everything will e com-
plete, The DX fraternity is getting
edgy, beam headings for Iraq are being
posted on operating desks, and airmail
envelopes for the QSLs are already
being addressed in expectation.

. o T

“"Which of the ham magazines would be inter
ested n a news item aboutl me Hunking the
General 73 nmes?”’
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L 40 standing audio quality coupled with

unequalled ultimate rejection.

Look for Single conversion design,
an exclusive Swan feature that re-
sults in greatly reduced image and
spurious response.

Look for velvet smooth tuning pro-
vided by Swan’s exclusive dual ratio,
zero back lash drive mechanism.

Look for craftsmanship, perform-
ance, and rugged reliability which
make the Swan S500CX the finest
transceiver value made anywhere.

$565

OSwanwn

ELECTRONICS

A Subsidiary of Cubic Corporation

SWAN TRIBAND
3EAM ANTENNAS

p outstanding performance of our antennas is
to our patented trap design, which
permim precision fnetmy nd]ustment. These pre-
‘;;MBII tuned traps result in maximum forward
‘gain and front-to-back ratio from each Swan
antenna. Performance is comparable to
~ band antennas having the same number of ele-
~ ments.

~ Before you select your antenna...compare the
- Swan tribanders feature for feature with other
~ brands. They reach a lot farther, for a lot less.

" 4 element Model TB-4H . . ............ $169
- 3 element Model TB-3H . ............. $139
ESeclementModel TB-3 ................ $119
- 2element Model TB-2 ... ............. $ 99
- Vertical Trap Antenna, Model 1040. . . .$59.50

@ Swan

ELECTRONICS

305 Airport Road Oceanside, California 92054
A Subsidiary of Cubic Corporation

305 Airport Road Oceanside, California $2054
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The latest Commission proposals
for presentation to the 1971 World
Administrative Radio Conference
(WARC) of the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU) to be held in
Geneva, Switzerland, in 1971 have
been issued by the Commission in
Docket 18294,

A proposal by educational grouns
to allocate the 108 MHz frequency
band for FM direct satellite broadcast
was rejected because the Commission
said that the sienal from the satellite
would represent a potential interfer-
ence source over roughly one-third of
the world. The current U.S. proposal
covers a multiplicity of channels in the
88— 100 MHz band.

A proposal suggested by some edu-
cational groups to reserve the 470-890
MHz band for direct satellite-to-home
broadcast, the Commission stated, is

consistent with the Commission’s foot-

note accommodation of television
broadcasting from space in the fre-
quency band 614 -890 MHz.

The suggestion by these groups to
reserve the 2500-2690 MHz band ex-
clusively for educational TV, public
T'V services, and other educational and
noncommercial communications was
not adopted by the Commission. Com-
ments were invited, however, with re-
spect to definite proposals to use this
band in a manner compatible with
other existing or proposed uses.

non-Government  com-
service bands for

designated
munlu[mn-aaull:lu
use as up-links.

The Commission retained in its
proposals for the broadcasting satellite
service a definition of the term “direct
reception™ as encompassing both indi-
vidual reception by members of the
general public and by those engaged In
community reception-group viewing or
listening. The Commission explained
that its proposal visualized an evolu-
tionary process beginning as a com-
munication-satellite service to conven-
tional earth stations for program distri-
bution, progressing to a process in
which service could be rendered to
smaller earth stations for local distribu-
tion systems, and finally becoming a
direct satellite-to-the-home service.

The Commission modified its pro-
posals to include the requests of ama-
teur radio service organizations that
power flux density limitations not be
imposed agamst the service, but that
the service be governed by the normal
constraints inherent to secondary sta-
tus and regional allocations under
which they have conducted terrestrial
operations over the years — with the
added stipulation that space techniques
be purrmlted in the shared bands unly
if a reliable means of telecommand 1s
provided to control emissions so as to
prevent interference to stations of a
primary service in the band. The Com-

mission also suggested that amateur [
groups be given authority to use exclu-
sive wm'ltiwidc bands in the high fre-
quency spectrum for space applica-
tions.

To minimize the probability of
radio interference to space and plane-
tary studies by radio astronomers, the
Commission proposed that the WARC
adopt a resolution urging the [TU
member governments not to transmit
from spacecralt in certain frequency
bands in the region above the earth’s
ionosphere or from locations that
could cause interference on the far side
of the moon. It also suggested that the
band 21.850-21.870 MHz be allocated
exclusively to the radio astronomy
service.

Interested parties were invited to
file comments on these proposals by
September 23, 1970, and replies by
October 5, 1970. The Commission said
it anticipated that the formal United
States proposals would be transmitted
to the Secretary General of the I'TU on
or about January 1, 1971, and that it
would not expect to give favorable
consideration to requests for extension
of time for filing comments.

NEW PROPOSALS FOR ITU RIRED BY FGG

FCC Waives
Third-Party

Rule For
Australis-Oscar

The U.S. and Australia have agreed
to a temporary exemption to the inter-
national limitations on third-party
communications, the FCC says. Chief
James E. Barr, FCC Safety and Special
Services Bureau, confirmed the exemp-
tion in a letter to E.J. Wilkinson, the
director general of Australia’s version
of the FCC.

Barr said the waiver would be valid
“between certain Australian amateur
stations and United States amateur
stations to permit the exchange of
information on matters relating to the
next amateur satellite experiments.”
The arrangement is effective now and
will remain i effect until “four
months after the satellite ceases to
transmit,”

HAM LOSES FIGHT TO KEEP ANTENNAS UP



The current U.S. proposal for the
use of the 2550-2690 MHz band
contemplates space-to-earth transmis-
sions in the earth sciences satellite
service, with one or two sophisticated
earth stations, remotely located, using
extremely sensitive receiving systems
capable of using power flux densities
well below the sensitivity of Instruc-
tional Television Fixed Service receiv-
ers; and, in the 2500-2550 MHz band,
communication satellite operations in
Alaska, space-to-earth. In each case,
the band would be shared with terres-
trial services.

Broadcasting network interests,
commenting on Commission proposals,
expressed general agreement with ten-
tative U.S. proposals, but stated that
they are exploring alternative domestic
satellite and terrestrial program distri-
bution systems and may comment later
on frequency needs.

The Commission had proposed
earlier that there be sharing between
the broadcasting-satellite and com-
munication-satellite services in the
11.7—-12.2 GHz band, with the com-
munication-satellite service limited
solely to the distribution of television
program material. It decided that limit-
ing the communications-satellite ser-
vice solely to the distribution of TV
program material would waste spec-
trum space, in view of the uncertain
status of the broadcast-satellite service,
and removed the limitation from its
proposals.

On the question of choosing an
up-link to send program material to the
satellite for broadcasting in another
band allocated to the broadcasting-
satellite service, the Commission said
that since broadcasting is normally a
Commission-licensed function, it had

FCC Denies Proposal
To Change
EXTRA CLASS Requirement

A petition by Anthony R. Gorgano
requesting amendment of Sections
97.21 and 97.23 of the rules to delete
the 20 wpm code requirement from
the amateur Extra license examination
has been denied by the Fed.

In support of his request, Mr.
Gorgano argued that only 13 words per
minute is required for an amateur
Extra license under Article 41 of the
Radio Regulations, Geneva, 1959. He
contended that improvement in the
amateur radio service and advancement
in skills in communication are a result
of new techniques and experiments
such as amateur satellites, slow-scan
television, facsimile and repeaters, and
single sideband, and that these ad-
vancements In voice communications
skills owe- nothing to the ability to
expertly send and receive Morse code.

The Commission said that although
it agreed that the 13 wpm code
requirement is adequate to comply
with international regulations and that
code ability is unrelated to voice com-
munications, it would, nevertheless,
continue its practice of expecting
candidates for the highest class of
amateur licenses to possess more than a
minimum acceptable level of compe-
tency in the communicating and tech-
nical phases of the art.

Which leads one to wonder why the
FCC does not require today’s amateurs
to be skilled in such other unrelated
communications media as smoke sig-
naling, semaphore, drum-beating, and
letter writing.

. 4 II @E -’}: . : -~ T 33 -

Jose, California, was ordered to lower
his antennas because of a normally
unenforced ordinance, he applied for a
variance. At a public hearing, the local
planning commission denied his re-
quest.

So Mike appealed the decision and
attended another hearing. His neigh-
bors stated that his antennas
“detracted from the character of the
neighborhood.” Under closer scrutiny,
however, the neighbors were thinking
beyond “‘character.” Some complained
of his antennas “‘causing garbled recep-
tion on TV, stereo, and radio sets.”

A local newspaper reported that
Mike had suggested to one woman
neighbor that the interference might be
attributable to inherent problems with-
in her own electronic equipment.
According to the lady, she paid $50

newspdage one

When Mike Staal (K6MYL), of San

subsequently for “unneeded’ repairs

The local newspaper quoted the
woman as summing up her feelings
with, ““He’s a pest.”

Mike Staal isn't standing pat just
yet. He has engaged a local attorney—
ham and intends to press the issue. He
also has notified ARRL headquarters
and requested the League’s assistance.
In a four-page letter to John Huntoon
(League’s general manager), Mike Staal
capped his request for aid:

Nine times out of ten if a ham’s
neighbors can watch TV, and or listen
to their hi-fi stereo systems in peace -
what the ham does antenna-wise or
otherwise is strictly ignored. I hope the
League and headquarters can begin
some action to change the events that
are bound to occur if the present
situation continues.



000000000090000/7

0

BYR AR
5§’§§

000000000000000000000000000/7
H0000000000000000000000000¢

ZZ N
Trillium Weekend

November 20—21, 1970

Trillium Weekend contest will be
held by The Ontario Trilliums from
0300 GMT November 21 (7:30 p.m.
EST Nov. 20) thru 0300 GMT Novem-
ber 22, 1970.

The Trilliums being the host club
will call “CQ TW.” All others will call
“CO TOT.”

E xchange signal report, name,
QTH, and Trilliums will give their club
numbers. CW and fone contacts will
each count as 5 points. Low-power

The 1970 ARRL Roanoke Division
Convention will be held in Raleigh,
North Carolina, sponsored by the
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society. Acti-
vities will begin on Saturday, October
31 and continue through Sunday,
November 1. Governor Robert W.
Scott will proclaim the following week
(November 1 through November 7) as
Amateur Radio Week in North Caro-
lina in recognition of the public and
community service performed by
licensed amateur radio operators.

The convention, almost a year in
planning, will include in 1ts program a
full variety of features to hold the
interests of all devotees of amateur
radio as well as their XYLs. Featured
speakers will be highlighted throughout
the convention, dunng both the indi-
vidual programs and at the main ban-
quet.

On Friday, October 30 from
1600—-2200 EST, a talk-in to conven-
tion headquarters will be conducted on
75 meter SSB, 6 meter SSB, and 2
meter FM. The talk-in will continue
from 0800—1200 EST on Saturday,
October 31 for those arriving on that
day.

Activities, commencing at 1000
EST on Saturday, October 31, will
include items of interest such as a DX
forum (hosted by the North Carolina
DX Association), MARS programs,
RACES and CD programs, manufac-
turers presentations, NET forum, FM
and repeater discussions, state-of-the-
art and space communications pro-
grams, and many more. Of particular
interest will be the ARRL forum
attended by Vic Clark, W4KFC, our

2 1970 ARRL Roanoke Division Conventio

$2.75 per person with advance banquet
tlckets $8.00 per person, a total of
$10.75. REgistratmn at the time of the
convention will be $3.00 per person
and banquet tickets will be $8.50 per
person, a total of $11.50 at the door.
Due to a limited number of persons
able to attend the banquet, tickets will
be sold on a first come—first served
basis so get your requests in early.
Hotel reservations will be available for
those desiring them and will be made
and confirmed by the pre-registration
committee on request.

Watch your mailbox for further
announcements concerning one of the
finest ARRL Roanoke Division con-
ventions ever held. Plan to come to
Raleigh, North Carolina’s capltal city,
for the 1970 ARRL Roanoke Division
Convention on October 31 -November
1.

Annual Indiana ()SO Party

This contest, sponsored by IUPUI
Amateur Radio Club, will take place
from 1900 GMT Saturday December

|5 to 0600 GMT December 6, and

from 1600 GMT to 2400 GMT on
December 6. It is open to all ama-
teurs. Same station may be worked
on different mode and different
bands. The exchange will be QSO
number, report and state, province or
country. Indiana may work other
Indiana stations. Suggested frequen-
cies: CW, 3535, 7035, 14035, 21035,
28035; PHONE, 3955, 7265, 14295,
21395, 28600, 50400 kHz. Scoring
system: Score one point for each

TELEPHONE PIONEER
QSO PARTY

by W2SNJ

The Stanley S. Holmes chapter of
Ham Pioneers invites all telephone
pioneer ham radio operators in the
United States and Canada to partici-
pate in contacting as many individual
members as possible and to reach
members in as many different chapters
as possible.

The QSO party will start at 1900
hours GMT, Saturday, December 3,
1970, and will end at 0500 hours GMT
on Monday, December 7, 1970. All
bands may be used and the same
station may be worked on more than
one band.

Phone User:
Pioneers.”

CW User: Call “CQTP”

Score one point for signal report
exchange with a Pioneer in any chap-
ter, and one point for exchanging
reports with each different chapter.

Send log extract showing date,
time, station worked, chapter name
and number and contact number, not
later than January 5, 1971 to:

Frank J. Wojcik W2SNJ

Stanley S. Holmes Chapter

Telephone Pioneers of America

100 Central Avenue

Keaney, New Jersey 07032

Call **CQ Telephone

Swap Shop

Monroe County Radio Communi-
cations Association announces a Swap
& Shop on M-50, 4 miles west of
Monroe, Mich. Oct. 11, from 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. Doors open at 8 a.m.



multiplier of 1.25 for all transmitters
running 1S0W CW, 150W AM, 300W
PEP, and under.

Each Trillium station may be con-
tacted twice. For example; one fone
contact and one CW contact (same
band), or two fone contacts (different
band), or two CW contacts (different
band). No cross band or cross mode
operation allowed. CW contacts must
be made below 3.725, 7.150, and
14.100.

Logs must show: date, time in
GMT, RST, band and mode, TOT
number, as well as name and address
and claimed score. All logs must be
signed by the operator.

Nonmember with the highest score
will receive a Trillium Plaque. Each
participant who submits a log (one
contact will qualify) will be eligible for
a lucky draw.

The TOT gals will operate all fre-
quencies and modes on 80, 40, and 20
meters during contest time. If you

can’t find them, check the following
net controlled frequencies. There will
also be a mystery station in operation.
Working the mystery station will give
you 10 bonus points.

Frequency Date Time (GMT)
3.855 Nov.21 0300%
3.685 Nov.21 0200%*
7.240 Nov. 21 1300
7.103 Nov.21 1430

14.280 Nov.21 1830

14.140 Nov. 21 2000

14.035 Nov.21 2130

*7:30 p.m. EST Nov. 20)
*¥9:00 p.m. EST Nov. 20

Send logs to Betty Peterson
VE3ASZ, 19 Innismore Cres., Scar-
bore, Ontario, Canada. Logs must be
postmarked not later than December
31, 1970, and received not later than
January 15, 1971.

Roanoke Division Director, and league
officials from headquarters.

A flea market will be conducted all
day Saturday with a CW contest, a
homebrew contest, and a QSL Card
contest on Sunday morning.

Highlight of the convention will be
the banquet to be held on Saturday
night featuring a well known and very
entertaining speaker. Climaxing Satur-
day’s activities, cerimonies of the
Royal Order of the Wouff Houng, the
amateur secret society of the ARRL,
will be held at midnight.

Latest radio gear and related equip-
ment from several manufacturers will
be on display at convention head-
quarters during the day Saturday.

Girls, we haven't forgotten you.
The XYLs are planning a fantastic
luncheon, complete with speaker and
mementos of your visit, followed by a
shopping spree in Raleigh’s modern
North Hills Shopping Center, a com-
pletely enclosed. all weather center
with inside access to all stores. Trans-
portation will be provided to and from
the Shopping Center. There will be a
ladies hospitality room on Saturday for

your entertainment
snacks, and a presentation by Merle
Norman Cosmetics. In addition, a suite
of rooms has been reserved just for the
girls so you can freshen up, prop up
your feet, straighten your seams, etc.
Cost of the luncheon and transporta-
tion for the shopping spree is $3.50 for
pre-registration or $3.75 at the time of
the convention.

Convention headquarters is the
Statler Hilton Inn, located at 1707
Hillsborough Street in Raleigh, just a
short drive from all major highways
into Raleigh.

While pre-registration is scheduled
to close on October 20, registrations
will be available at the time of the
convention. Pre-registration will be

contact and multiply by the number
of states, provinces, or countries. Qut
of state stations use the number of
different countries worked for the
multiplier. Awards:
go to the first place winner in each
state, province, or country and first
place in Indiana counties. A special
award will be given to the highest
scoring station in and out of state.
The mailing deadline is December 31,
1970. Send your log to Contest Chair-

man, Thomas J. Thamann, WAIMXG, 1

5013 Nowland Ave.,
Indiana 46201.
include SASE.

Indianapolis,
For results please

with coffee, |

= ﬂ

Book Review --

The Fifth Edition of SINGLE
SIDEBAND FOR THE RADIO AMA-
TEUR has been revised to include
some up-to-date theory and practice.
With a great deal of new material, a
new emphasis has been placed on the
apolication of solid-state devices in
sideband radio equipment.

Among the thirty-odd articles (re-
printed from QST) are those describing
station accessories, receivers, phasing
and crystal-filter SSB exciters, side-
band transceivers and transverters, plus
five linear amplifiers. One new entry is
a solid-state transceiver covering the
80—10 meter amateur bands plus a
communications receiver using phase-
lock techniques.

73’s evaluation: A useful book for |

the sincere SSB enthusiast with a pen-
chant for building. But don’t expect
transistors and ICs on every page. The
book is basically last year’s model
jazzed up with semiconductor circuits
sprinkled sparsely hither and thither.

newspage two

Certificates will }—

Donations $1.25 in advance, $1.50
at the door. Prizes, auction, free park-
ing, many contests. Talk in: 146.94,
52.525, 50.4, 3.930.

RSO CONVENTION

The Windsor Amateur Radio Club
will be hosting the annual Radio
Society of Ontario (RSQ) convention
1970 this coming October 23-—-24th.

Date: October 23-24, 1970 (Fri.
& Sat.)

Place: Holiday Inn, Riverside
Drive, Windsor, Ontario, Canada.
(Across the river from Detroit, Mich.)

Registration: OM, $4; YL, $3:
Students, $2.

Talk-in stations on 75 and 146.94
FM. Programs for the ladies. Door
prizes. Manufacturers’ displays, etc.

Tentative forums include RSO,
antennas, amateur TV, FM, servicing
and homebrew, RTTY, solid state,
and more.




Inter-Regional Allocations Ghianged By G

Parts 2, Table of Frequency Allo-
cations, and 97, Amateur Radio Ser-
vice, have been amended to incorpo-
rate the provisions of Nos. 117 and
156, and Resolution No. 10 of the
1959 Geneva International Radio
Regulations for international contacts
by amateurs in the 7000-7300 kHz
band. The amendments become effec-
tive October 9, 1970.

In No. 156 (Table of Frequency
Allocations — 10 kHz to 40 GHz) the
7000-7100 kHz band is allocated ex-
clusively to the amateur service on a
worldwide basis. The 7100-7300 kHz
band is allocated in Regions 1 and 3 to
the broadcasting service and in Region
2 (Western Hemisphere) to the dl'ﬂdlﬂ'ur
service. No. 117 requires that stations
of one service in one region must not
cause harmful interference to stations
of another service in the other region
or regions. Resolution No. 10 provides
that inter-regional amateur contacts
should be only in the 7000-7100 kHz
band and that administrations should
make every effort to see that the
broadcasting service in the 7100-7300
kHz band in Regions 1 and 3 cause no
interference to the amateur service in
Region 2.

In its order, the FCC listed a
seven-point rule change, as follows:

1. Among the International Radio
Regulations adopted as a result of the
Ordinary Administrative Radio Confer-
ence, Geneva, 1959, are Numbers 117
and 156. In No. 156, which incorpo-
rates the Table of Frequency Alloca-
tions — 10 kHz to 40 GHz, the band

Regions or sub-Regions, a band of
frequencies is allocated to different
services having equal priority, the basic
principle is the equality of right to
operate. Therefore, stations of one
service in one Region must operate so
as not to cause harmful interference to
stations of another service in the other
Region or Regions.

2. Resolution No. 10 gives addi-
tional force and effect to Numbers 117
and 156, as they apply to the Amateur
and Broadcasting Services. It resolves
that inter-Regional amateur contacts
should be only in the band 7000-7100
kHz and that administrations should
make every effort to ensure that the
Broadcasting Service in the band
7100—7300 kHz, in Regions 1 and 3,
does not cause interference to the
Amateur Service in Region 2.

3. To reflect these provisions in the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations,
Part 2, Section 2.106, the Table of
Frequency Allocations, is amended,
and a new NG62 footnote is added
following the Table.

4. Likewise, Section 97.61 is
amended to delete the current “limita-
tion (3)™ as it now reads and to modify
“limitation (4).” The new “limitation
(3)” and “‘limitation (4)” incorporate
the provisions of Numbers 117, 156,
and the new footnote NG62 after the
listing of the 3800-4000 kHz fre-
quency band and after all of the
listings of the 7000-7300 kHz band in
the chart. Appendix 2 to Part 97 is also
amended to include the text of Resolu-
tion No. 10.

[:CH

The people at Spectronics Inc., of
Oak Park, Illinois, have initiated a
unique little service that should prove
appeu]mgr the local 2 meter FM
crowd hey have installed a well
calibrated FM receiver in the store and
connected two large easy-to-read
meters — one to monitor deviation
level and the other to indicate fre-
quency.

They installed the meters near the
front window of their store so that
FM’ers can pull up in their mobiles and
get accurate readouts of the two most
critical transmit characteristics.

Art Housholder, manager of the
firm, said the receiver in the store was
always left on anyway, so why not
allow it to be used by Spectronics
customers as a standard?

Apparently, Spectronics’ 2 meter
FM customers approve of the idea,
because there always seems to be a
lineup of vehicles outside the window.
It’s Eind of a drag, though, some
customers complain. Parking is at a
premium in the neighborhood, any-
way; and local hams Kind of feel guilty
parking out fron and blocking the view
when they’re dropping in for no better
reason than to buy something.

Customers of Spectronics (near Chi-
cago) can get their mobile FM units
shaped up if they do it in front of the
store, In the window are large meters
to indicate frequency and deviation of
strong signals.

ANNELIZING MADE FREE SERVICE
T0 CHICAGG AREA FM HAMS

As one local puts it, “There’s so

many people mmmg and going that
you really can’t feel comfortable over-
hauling your rig out front unless you
do it at 3 a.m.




7000—-7100 kHz is allocated on a
worldwide basis exclusively to the
Amateur Service and the band
7100—-7300 kHz is allocated in Re-
gions 1 and 3 to the Broadcasting
Service and that where, in adjacent

FCC Violators Get More
Than Warnings

The FCC continues its crackdown
on violations, and is toughening its
bite, as the following actions will at-
test.

August 27 — JOHN W. SATTER-

THWAITE, Ill, FAYETTEVILLE,
N.C., licensee of amateur radio station
WB4FOS. Ordered the license revoked,
effective October 6, for repeated viola-
tion of Section 1.89 of the Rules by

failing to reply to official communica-
tions (SS-302-70).

August 28 — MARTIN C. HIG-
GINS, LA CRESCENTA, CALIF.,
licensee of amateur radio station
WABAGX. Ordered the license re-
voked, effective October 7, for
repeated violation of Section 308(b) of
the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, and Section 1.89 of the
Rules by failing to reply to official
communications requesting informa-
tion (SS-290-70).

September 3 — STEVE M. FRIED,
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, licensee of
amateur radio station K2PTS. Ordered
to show cause why the license should
not be revoked for repeated violation
of Section 1.89 of the Rules by failing

to reply to official communications
(SS-054-71).

GETTYSBURG OFFICE
EXAMS TERMINATED

Effective September 4, 1970, ama-
teur operator examinations will no
longer be given at the FCC’s Gettys-
burg, Pa., office. Alternate locations
for examinations will be available at
the Commission’s offices at Balitmore,
Md., Washington, D.C., and Philadel-
phia, Pa.

DOCTORS HONORED

At the recent annual meeting in
Chicago of the Medical Amateur Radio
Council, Ltd., six physician hams were
awarded certificates of merit for ser-
vice to the world via amateur radio.

Those honored were all MARCO
members.

The Medical net meets every day on
7260 kHz at 0100 GMT, and 14.280
MHz at 0200 GMT for phone traffic,
and o CW at 7060 kHz at 0230 and
14.060 MHz at 0230 GMT? the former
on Mondays, the latter on Fridays.

The council is a charitable and
scientific membership corporation to
meet medical—electronic and radio
communication needs. Its purpose is to
establish personal communication
among 1its members and their ham
colleagues for dissemination of factual
medical, electronics, and communica-
tion information both theoretical and
practical. MARCO has members
throughout the world who are either
doctors of medicine, dentistry, veteri-
nary medicine, or of other allied
sciences. It also has other associate and
affiliate members who are medical
students, pharmacists, registered
nurses, or in other allied medical pro-
fessions.

First Modulated GaAs Injection Laser?

Ralph Campbell (W4KAE), of
Lexington, Ky., announces that he has
successfully modulated and detected
an injection laser made of gallium
arsenide. His equipment consists of an
RCA TA-7610, whose nominal peak
output is 10W operating on a wave-

| length of 9050 angstroms.

Pulse repetition rate was 8 kHz;
transmitting optics an F/1.2 zoom pro-
jection lens, frequency modulated by
voice and a Sonalert singing signal. The
receiver was a United Detector Tech-

Ham Auction

The Chicago Amateur Radio Club,
WI9CAF, will hold a ham auction on
Sunday, Octeber 25, 1970. Location is
St. Viator Hall, 3608 N. Kedvale (3
p.m:). For info call CO-7-3724" or
KI-5-3622.

EXPO 71

According to the latest Amateur
Call Book, the number of new licenses
has gone down in the past few years.
The main theme of the Expo 71
exhibition will be to reawaken the
interest in both the amateur in his
hobby and also those of the public
leaning in that direction.

Expo 71 will be a family affair,
with a Kiddy Ride Park and Indian
Village for the kids. A trailer camper
area, and restaurant on the park site.
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nology type PIN-6LC with CA-3035
integrated circuit (modified for video
bandwidths) and a one-shot multivibra-
tor for FM detection. Although pre-
vious range limit was 2.4 miles with a
pulsed 7W (peak) unit, expected range
of the newly developed equipment is
up to 20 miles line-of-sight, with
photomultipliers. Schottky-barrier
photodiodes and FF600 fotofets are
recommended for solid-state detection.
Campbell is writing a book on gallium
arsenide injection lasers, for publica-
tion in 1971.

AMERICAN RADIO CLUB
REGIONS

Charter applications have been
received from several groups in re-
sponse to the article on page one of the
August Amateur Radio News Page of
731

In the works are charter petitions
from the following groups:

Lone Star Region (Houston, Texas)

Lincoln Trail Region (Urbana, Illi-
nois)

Swampland Region
Louisiana)

Gold Coast Region (Miami, Florida)

The American Radio Club will ac-
cept bids from groups of radio ama-
teurs interested in establishing Char-
tered Regions of the Club. Send a list
of the founding members (five or
more), the area included in the Char-
tered Region and the name of the
proposed Region to the American Ra-
dio Club, % 73 Magazine, Peter-
borough, N.H. 03458.

(Metarie,
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S ESES

Price — $2 per 25 words for non-
commercial ads; $10 per 25 words for
business ventures. No display ads or
agieneydiscuunt. Include vour check
with order.

Deadline for ads is the 1lst of the
month two months prior to publica-
tion, For example: January .1st is the
deadline for the March issue which will
be mailed on the 10th of February.

*-.._/\._/

Type copy. Phrase and punctuate
exactly as you wish it to appear. No
all-capital ads.

We will be the judge of suitability of
ads. Our responsibility for errors ex-
tends only to printing a correct ad in a
later i1ssue,

For $1 extra we can maintain a reply
box for vou.

'We cannot check into each advertiser,
s0 Caveat Emptor. ..

SOLID STATE VOM for sale, Triplett
601, Brand new, never used. Net $150,
first $100 takes it. Prepaid. K. Grinde,
536 W. Hillsdale, Inglewood CA.,

TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO ASSOCIA-

TION'S 16th annual hamfest and
auction will be held February 21,
1971, Lucas County Recreation

Center, Maumee, Ohio. $1.00 registra-
tion, Open table sales. Map and info
write: TMRA W8HHF, Box 273,
Toledo OH 43601.

WANTED: Computer core memory.
Send description and price wanted to:
John Clements, 1125 Pacific St., Apt.
1, Bremerton WA 98310.

ﬂamt Emptur" ;

DRAGON FLY .. .antenna, for
20-40-75 meters ...no traps ...no
compromise .. .eight months in devel-
opment .. .one feed line ...SWR one
to one guaranteed. Construction draw-
ings $5.00. Box 423, Wakefield RI
02880,

RBB-RBC MANUALS, New, $5.00;
Used, $4.00, OS-8 oscilloscope manual,
$3.00, Some QST 1929, 30, 31, etc.
Radio 1939, 40, 41, etec. Write for list,
James W, Holloway W6LFL, 2027
Harton Rd., San Diego CA 92123.

SELL: SX-100, speaker $110; Valliant
$100; Apache 875; SB-10 $45.
WANTED: AR-22 Rotor control. Bob
Miller WAGMTY, 1377 Newport, Long
Beach CA 90804,

HEATH HW-32-A, almost new; HP-13
supply, mike, and Newtronics mobile
antenna — all for $110.00. Will ship:
WAA4TST, 507 Pinecone, Waveross GA
31501.

CHARTER JET FLIGHT to SAROC.
Roundtrip New York City to Las
Vegas $229.00, depart JFK 10:00 a.m.
January 7th. Roundtrip Chicago to Las
Vegas $199.00, depart O’Hare 12:00
noon January T7th. Return January
10th, Includes meals and drinks aloft,
Flamingo Hotel Room three nights
double occupancy, transportation and
baggage in and out of Flamingo Hotel,
dinner show, midnight show, Saturday
buffet luncheon, Sunday buffet break-
fast, SAROC tickets, tax and gratuity,
$60.00 will confirm reservation,
includes one dollar service fee. Final
payment due before November 25th,
Flight cancellation or written request
for deposit refund will be accepted
until December 1st. SAROC, Box 73,
Boulder City NV B9005,

INSENSED AT INCENTIVE LICENS-
ING? You and vour club can actually
do something about it. Send for free
petition requesting incentive licensing
apply only to ARRL members since
ARRL proposed the changes. Send
SASE to Committee to Preserve Ama-
teur Radio, Box 99, Annapolis Junc-
tion MD 20701,

SALE: Pick up W2BDS *“Big Bertha”
plus rotator system, stacked 20m 646X,
stacked 15m 532X, stacked 10m 523X,
complete with phasing lines, remote
controlled 8 pos. coax switch plus 40m
329 X. Not everyone can afford, but —
if vou have desire and ‘“mon' — come
—take it away. Only $9,495.22 offered
by M.D. Ercolino (201) 775-7254 before
noon or (201) 531-4990 afternoon.

SB101 and HP23A. Factory aligned
8/69. Package with Turner 454X, bug,
Heath swr bridge. Complete station,
excellent condition; $275. WAZ2EWK,
Kitchell Road, Convent NJ 07961.

SELL: Gonset G-76 transceiver 80
through 6 with ac/de supplies,
$195.00, WANTED: Collins 312B4.
State price and condition. WTTMF,
1264 Heather Lane SE, Salem OR
97302,

FOR SALE CAP transceiver Heath
HW-18-1 4602.5 and 4630 kHz.
Assembled and tested never used.
Insured and shipped for $120.00. J.D.
Clowdus, Box 73, Springer OK 73458.

SUCCESSFUL HAMS invest in W6SAI
Handbooks for top-man results! Cubi-
cal Quad Handbook., $3.95: Beam

Antenna Handbook, $£4.95;: VHF
Handbook, $3.95:; Better Shortwave
Reception, $3.95; Electronic Construc-
tion Practices, $3.95, Sold by leading
ham dealers. On orders to publisher,
please add 20¢ per book for handling/
postage. Radio Publications, Inec., Box
149-C, Wilton CT 06897,

COLOR ORGAN KITS §7.50. IC
power supplies $2.75 to $8.560. Com-

puter grade electrolytic capacitors
$.35. Xmtr transistor TRW PT 3690 $2.
Used variacs. Nuvistors. Catalog.

Murphy, 204 Roslyn Ave., Carle Place
NY 11514,

DERRICK ELECTRONICS will not be
undersold on new Swan equipment.
We'll beat any legitimate deal. Check
around, then write, 108 East E] Paso,
Broken Arrow OK 74012,

WANTED! Numerous back issues of
different radio magazines. Huge Free
List. Trading old radio shows, air-
checks, interested in commercial movie
material. Thomas King, Auxier KY.

ROCHESTER, N.Y. will again be head-
quarters for the huge W.N.Y. Hamfest,
VHF Conference and Flea Market, May
15, 1970.

Editorial:

An Old Timer Looks At The League

by George Brook Taylor W4PZS

Many of us feel deluded and dis-
appointed in the way our hobby has
been going the past few years. . .the
League and its dictatorial policy
toward its membership and its incom-
petent direction...the FCC for
blindly accepting an injudicious pro-
posal made by the League, that has
resulted in the chopping up and

cally motivated it cannot without bias
represent 1ts membership or the other
U.S. amateurs in Washington.
Censorship in QST is enforced as
in a military operation. Check it out.
Write a clear sensible letter in opposi-
tion to one of their proposals, explain
in careful detail why it will be detri-
mental, unworkable, or unfair. It will
never be published! The membership
has to be composed of Yes Men. If
you want to get along in the League




REGENCY SCANNERS: Hi-band
8-channel $105, low-band B8-channel
$109. With all accessories. Excellent
condition. R. Coburn, PO Box 92,
Manchester NH 03105,

SALE: Autronic kever, key. Brand
new condx: value $79.50, $19.95. Best
offer by 15 November takes both. Rev.
Windolph WI9NHO, Quincy College,
Quiney IL 62301.

RED HOT! 5RK Delta tri-bander
— sensational break through in Delta
L.Loop design. Proven outstanding DX
ant, Highest quality — also heavy duty
high performance quads. Check our
low prices. Island Electronics, 4103
Ave, S, Galveston TX 77550.

GET YOUR *“FIRST!" Memorize,
study—*"“1970 Tests-Answers' for FCC
First Class License, plus “Self-Study
Ability Test.”” Proven, $5.00, Com-
mand, Box 26348-S, San Francisco CA
94126.

GONSETT COMMUNICATOR 1I for 2
meters. Asking $65.00 plus shipping.
Sound electrically and physically.
Edward Van Hise, 50 Gardenview
Terrace, Apt. 9, Hightstown NJ 08520.

TRADE, SELL: SP-600-JX General
Coverage Receiver (vio & crystalled
channels) for FM base station usable as
repeater. O.C. Powell, 214 Chandler
Rd., Goldsboro NC 27530.

ALLIED 5-band SSB transceiver and ac
supply, A2517/2518 (reg. $450), new,
only $325. R4B, new, $375. Sochor,
419 S. Euclid, Oak Park 1L 60302,

BUY, TRADE, SELL: Used amateur

receivers. Steven Kullmer, Evergreen
Hatchery, Dysart [A 52224,

WANT TO buy or trade for [-177 tube
checker. D. Plotter, 2844 San Gabriel,
Austin TX 70802,

WANTED: Receivers for 160 and 2m.
Examples: Ameco All Wave Rx; Allied
A-2515; ete. W2SPB, 1325 Laurel
Ave., Ocean NJ 07712,

SELL: Two Swvnchro tape machines
(Remington Typewriter/Friden Tape/
Card Punch and Reader) $150. Opera-
tion instructions and manuals for
Friden units only. Some tape and cards
included, Complete description in late
1968 issues of 73. Tektronix 511AD
$95. Tektronix H14AD $150. Manuals,
probes, and some spare tubes included.
Richard E. Lee, 660 Poinsettia Ave.,
Titusville FL. 32780,

TELETYPE PICTURES FOR SALE:
Volume 2, 16 pages containing 50
pictures §$2.00, Volume 3 coming
$1.50, Also audio and perforated
tapes. WIDGV-¢, 2210-30th St., Rock
Island IL 61201,

NOVICE CRYSTALS: 40—15m $1.38;
80m $1.83, Free Flyver. Nat Stinnette
Electronics, Umatilla FLL 32784.

GREENE . .. center dipole insulator
with . . .or, . .without balun. . .see
November 73, page 107,

SAROC January 7—10, 1971. Fla-
mingo Hotel Convention Center, Las
Vegas, Nevada, Sponsored by Southern
Nevada ARC, Ine., Box 73, Boulder
City, Nevada, Advance registration
$14.50 per person accepted until Jan-
uary 4, regular registration at door,
includes Flamingo Hote! Late Show
and drinks, Sunday breakfast, cocktail
parties, technical seminars and meet-
ings, ARRL, DX, FM, MARS, QCWA,
WCARS-7T255, WPSS-3952, and
WSSBA. Ladies Program. Flamingo
Hotel SAROC room rate $12.00 plus
room Llax, per night, single or double
occupancy January 3 thru 12, 1971.
Mail accommodations request to Fla-
mingo Hotel. Mail advance registration
to SAROC. W7PRM, Club President,
SAROC Convention Chairman.

DTL INTEGRATED CIRCUITS:
Guaranteed new — gates 70d, buffers
804¢, F/F 90¢, dual F/F $1.15. Add 20¢
for postage. Also other inexpensive
parts, Lists & prices from Mitch-Lan
Electronics Co., Dept. 1170, PO Box
4822, Panorama City CA 91412,

butchering of our already over-
crowded bands. Yet, even with such
catastrophic events we still have a
wonderful hobby.

Much 1s heard today about the
lack of growth of amateur radio.
Incentive licensing undoubtedly
accounts for this condition. After the
League started this fiasco and caused
widespread dissension in the amateur
ranks, the hobby began to lose favor
and attractiveness to the newcomer
and many an oldtimer quit in disgust.

The IF'CC has proved by its actions
it knows little about the amateur and
his problems and cares even less. The
amateur is Indeed a second-class
citizen as far as the FCC is concerned.
Several independent polls showed
amateurs to be overwhelmingly
against incentive licensing. The I'CC
received thousands of protest letters
that did not adhere to their 14 copy
rule. The 14 copy rule may be neces-
sary and correct for the application
for a formal rule change. It should
not apply to all correspondence, such
as an expression of views by the
individual licensee to the I'CC. These
should be given full consideration.
Obviously they were ignored. This 14
copy I'CC red tape should be cut.

A quarter of a million licensees
should have representation on the
I'CC board. The FFCC should revoke
incentive licensing immediately. It is
an unnccessary expense to the heavily
overburdened taxpayer. It is wasteful
use of the time of the I'CC examiners
when its only accomplishment is to
inflate the ego of the licensee.

The League has proved its ineffec-
tiveness to the U.S. amateurs in its
refusal to open a Washington bureau
and register as a lobby. We know the
rcason — they are afraid they may
lose some of their government Lax
and mailing privileges they now un-
justly enjoy. The League is so politi-
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you do what you are told.

Vote a good regional director into
office. He starts making noise, adding
up figures, asking embarrassing ques-

tions, opening closed doors, and he

soon finds himself on the outside.
You hear about the secret prior meet-
ings, the demands, the deals, the
instructions to the directors.

A few years ago the League made
much about what a big annual
million-dollar operation their publish-
ing business had become; then a few
months later, when they decided to
solicit contributions and gifts for their
new building, they suddenly became
the poor-boy, never again was their
big business mentioned or a financigl
report printed on their pages. You did
find many bouquets, sweet bouquets
scattered throughout telling how won-
derful is the League. They harp end-
lessly how evervone that is not a
member or a contributor to the build-
ing fund is a free-loader. The League
IS the real free-loader. They have been
free-loading their writers and the U.S.
taxpayers for years.

The League should reform, have
its house thoroughly cleaned, and free
itself of government subsidies and
special  benefits. Only then can it
properly function and be a demo-
cratic organization fit to properly
represent the U.S. amateur radio oper-
ators.

Until 1964 I wore my ARRL lapel
pin  with pride; but after that |
became so ashamed of the League |
removed it. To show the League my
disgust for several years when | sent
in my annual dues I asked for it to be
a subscription to the magazine only as
I no longer desired membership.
'inally, in October 1967 when the
'CC gratified the League by cnacting
the incentive licensing thing, that was
for me the death certificate of the
ARRL and QST.
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NEVER SAY DIE

n this day of women's liberation movements

perhaps we should examine our attitude
toward our wives. Perhaps not. As long as they
hold their jobs, bring home enough money to
help buy a new rig now and then, bring the meals
into the shack between schedules and don’t plan
nights out during contests, maybe we should
agree with them.

A woman is as good  at some jobs as a man
any day. She is better at many. And if she is as
good, why shouldn’t she be paid just as much.
Particularly if she is vour wife.

Of course if you are the employer, then your
perspective may be biased and you may have a
poor attitude toward the argument. Employers
tend to cloud the basic issues with irrelevant
factors in order to justify their own greed or even
their own subconscious wish to dominate
women.

For instance some employers will plead that it
takes an employee about six months on the job,
man or woman, before they know their work
well enough to function efficiently. The six
month training period can cost the employer
plenty as the result of errors. One wrong ad in a
magazine and $400 to $600 goes down the
tubes . . . or more if the advertiser cancels $6000
worth of ads as a result. The employee is sorry
and promises to do better.

Once trained, what are the differences
between a man and a woman on the same job?
Very little in many cases. Lots in others. The
employer has nothing whatever to worry about as
long as the woman has no children who can get
sick and need care, has a husband that is not
going to get a job elsewhere, and does not get
pregnant.

You may find this hard to believe, but I
personally know of a publisher in New Hamp-
shire who has a women's lib wife and pays
man-type salaries to his women employees. So far
this year three of his highest paid employees, girls
that he trained for many months, left the state
because their husbands moved. This 1S a poor
example of company loyalty, admittedly, for the
employer is out who knows how many thousands
of dollars. If he'd hired men for the jobs they
might still be there. The publisher is left
wondering whether the equal pay policy isn’t
awfully one-sided.
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EDITORIAL BY WAYNE GREEN

Is the solution unmarried girls? Not on your
buttonhook, these gals will get married at the
drop of a proposal to the first bum that offers to
rescue them from that miserable sweatshop
where they while away their coffeebreaks,
extended lunches, and rest periods. Seriously,
though, many gals do bring the same sense of
dedication and enthusiasm to their work as a
man, even though they may realize that their true
goal is bringing up their family and keeping it
happy.

Women’s lib will get a big shot in the arm
when the girls can come up with reasonable
answers for those misguided employers who
figure that women should be paid less because
they bring in less in the long run. Should men
stay home with the sick children half of the

time? Should men change their jobs if the wife
gets a better job in another city? Should we start
working hard on some practical system for the
men to have the babies, thus freeing women from
morning sickness and the delivery room? Or
perhaps we are getting ready to go back to the
old system where the woman stops work for a
few minutes, has her baby, and goes back to
work. Are we mollycoddling our women too
much with this free vacation in the hospital
arrangement?
Hear! Hear!

ne nice thing about driving in Europe is that

you don’t have to keep one eye always
peeled for the fuzz. In the U.S., where speed
limit signs are everywhere and the limits pro-
claimed often impractical and ignored, it
behooves the driver to watch for radar, hidden
patrol cars, and such.

My mind has been greatly eased by a new
book, “Take Your Traffic Ticket To Court —
And Win!" This book, written by a retired judge,
should enable anyone to win just about any
traffic ticket case. Why line up at the cashier’s
window and pay that fine? Do vou take it for
granted that the police always correctly interpret
the vehicle code? Do vou pay the fine to save
time and trouble even when you know vou're
really not guilty? If you're shelling out more and
enjoying it less, this book will help you to insure
your legal rights.

(cont. on page 98)
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International BAX-1 Broadband Amplifier
is a general purpose unit which may be used
as a tuned or untuned amplifier in RF and
audio application. For example: when used
as untuned RF pre-amplifier connect between
antenna and receiver antenna posts. |deal for
SWL, Experimenter or Amateur applications.

Easy to build. Complete Kit..................... $3.75
SPECIFICATIONS:
1. POWEr ..........cciiiiiiiiiiiiiniiinnn. 3 10 15 volts de @ 10 ma
2. Frequency Range..................20 Hz to 150 MHz
3. Gainat1 MHz......................30 db
Gain at 150 MHz..................6 db
4. Response ref 1 mhz.........down 6 db at 50 hz ,

+3 db 100 hz to 10 mhz
down 15 db at 100 mhz
down 24 db at 150 mhz

5. Operational Impedance._.......50 to 500 ohms

6. Noise .................ccccoeco..n.......less than 10 microvolts rf
across 50 ohms; audio
less than .0005 volts

7. Maximum Input Level ... .01 volts ac

8. Output at Maximum Input....50 ohms — .1 volt
(at 1 mh2)...............ce.o..-...500 ohms — .5 volt

Size inches....................coonve 327X 12" X 1

Mounting ........................coe.o......d holes with spacers

Write for complete catalog.

.l.l_'_; :

INTERNATIONAL

\ V¢ " ¥y

CRYSTAL MFG. CO, INC.
10 NO. LEE ® OKLA. CITY, OKLA. 73102




t first blush the “Hobby Class™ license
_Apmpﬂsed in July’s issue of 73 excited
resistance on my part. I felt, as do many others,
that we ought not to favor any class of license
which would not have an accompanying hurdle
of code and theory attached to it, so that there
would be some means by which the unfit or
otherwise unacceptable might be weeded out.
And then I got to thinking seriously about
it...] mean objectively; weighing the alterna-
tives; trying to envision the results which might
come about as a result. Although I would not
have liked to admit it
at first, I now feel
constrained to state
that I have changed
my mind concerning
the subject. And I will
tell you why.,

Recent actions
relating to the ama-
teur service do not
indicate any marked
inclination on the
part of FCC to con-

Leaky

The effects of the presently constituted
Citizen Band allocation are teo well known to
have to be recapitulated here. Those for whom
this service was originally created have not been
able to make full use of it, due to excessive
misuse by hobby-oriented persons seeking an
outlet for their repressed energies, but unwilling
to devote any study or thought to obtaining
amateur licenses. There have been some efforts
among the CB’ers themselves to halt this travesty
... to build a nationwide organization similar to
ARRL, so that all guasi-ham activities in
CB...civil defense,
fire watch, road
patrolling, small boat
safety, etc., might be
coordinated in a con-
fashion.
They are aware that
this is the only way in
which a program of
self-policing, such as
our own, can mini-
mize the numbers of
inveterate violators in

AN
EDITORIAL

by structive
DAVE MANN K2AGZ

sider our problems as - their ranks. These
seriously as it consid- 0 " Bs efforts have not been
ers its own. Their l F notably successful. To
principal action, be sure, there are
which was supposedly clubs and associa-
implemented for the tions, such as

best interests of ama-
teur radio, that is,
incentive licensing,
was brought about as
a result of ARRL sug-
gestions. The change did not originate with the
Commission. Or, if it did, way back in the past, it
was kept alive by ARRL, which the FCC regards
as the spokesman for all hams. Most of their
other actions; creation of Citizens Band, raising
fees for licenses and renewals.. . these and
others are indicative of the fact that we are
hardly at the top of FCC’s list of priorities. We
have sometimes noticed an apparent unwilling-
ness to crack down hard on violators of FCC
regulations who happen to be nonhams, particu-
larly CB’ers and commercial intruders into our
spectrum. Such persistent flouters of the laws
have not only gotten away with their illegalities,
they continue unabated.

[t is clear that the FCC, understaffed and
underfunded, is far too busy with commercial
radio, television, telephone, communications
satellites, radioteletype, wire services, and others,
to be able to devote themselves more than
casually to the ham bands. That is why we must
continue our policy of self-policing. That.is why
we must devise and suggest the changes that will
mmprove our condition in the scheme of things. If
the Commission, sometimes all too prone to
reject wise suggestions in favor of unwise ones, is
too busy and harassed to find avenues for our
growth, then we ourselves must do so.
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REACT, which are
currently trying. But
the deliberate viola-
tors constitute such a
staggering percentage,
that it is unrealistic to expect REACT and others
to be sufficiently broad-based that a significant
dent can be made.

In many instances we amateurs are blamed for
interference which originates with this illegal CB
operation. We have had to face indignant neigh-
bors, demanding a cessation of our legitimate
activity, when the true culprits have been local
CB hobbyists. Since we are visible in our com-
munities, operating openly, and since TV repair-
men are notorious sometimes for attributing
reception difficulties to the “ham with the big
antenna tower in the next block,” the problems
continue unabated, and we must constantly deal
with repeated efforts to limit amateur radio,
while the 27 MHz lunacy goes on and on and on,
like a communicable disease, unchecked.

The creation' of this hobby license would
effectively lessen these irritating conditions. It
would open a viable source of income to the
manufacturers of radio equipment, and would
undoubtedly result in higher pay envelopes for
many of the hams who are employed in the
electronics industry. It would provide a large
source of additional revenue to the FCC. It
would assist greatly in the development of new
VHF techniques. It would liberate 27 MHz for
the legitimate use of those whose livelihood may

(cont. on page 96)
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Once in a decade...
a new equipment design

to excite the amateur world

HENRY RADIO PROUDLY PRESENTS
ITS KENWOOD SOLID STATE
RECEIVER AND TRANSMITTER

Never before has there been an amateur receiver and transmitter like the KENWOOD R-599
solid state receiver and T-599 hybrid transmitter. The wait is over — the promise of the tran-
sistor has been fulfilled. KENWOOD sets new standards of performance, reliability, flexibility,

styling, and value.

THE R-599 RECEIVER: 1.8 to 29.7 MHz 5
microvolt sensitivity nominal e Dial readout
to 14 kilocycle ® Special detectors for SSB, AM,
and FM e Transceive operation with T-599 e
Built-in 100 kc and 25 kc crystal calibrator e
Built-in 500 cycle CW filter ® Provision for two
meter and six meter coverage with optional ac-
cessory self-contained converters e Advanced
“Space-Age’” styling e Adjustable threshold
squelch ® The price...only $298.00

THE T-599 TRANSMITTER: Clear, stable, select-
able side-band, AM and CW e 4-way VFO Flex-
ibility plus Receiver Incremental Tuning (RIT)
when used with the R-599 e Amplified ALC e
Built-in VOX e Full metering, including cathode
current, plate voltage, ALC and relative Power
Output e Built-in CW Sidetone monitor and semi-
automatic break-in CW e Built-in power supply ®
Maximum TVI protection e Employs only 3 vac-
uum tubes ® The price... only $345.00

Deliveries start in November. Order yours today. Become the proud owner of the world's most
technulngically advanced amateur Receiver / Exciter combination.

S-599 Speaker. $14.50 e CC-29 2 meter converter.$29.50 ® CC-69 6 meter converter. $29.50

Heary ndolg

11240 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90064 213/477-6701

931 N. Euclid, Anaheim, Calif. 92801
Butler, Missouri 64730

‘World's Largest Distributor of Amateur Radio Equipment”

714/772-9200
816/679-3127




Eciitorial by Ken Sessions

q

Death of a Rig

e should be ashamed. All of us. The ham

fraternity has collectively brought suffi-
cient pressure to bear on one of our most
reputable manufacturers that a fresh and neces-
sary unit of exceptional design was dropped. The
manufacturer — Swan Electronics — will lose
money because of tooling and design expenses
that will never be recouped. The amateurs lose
because they’ll not get the benefit of a truly great
transceiver design approach. And all because a
few ham do-gooders jumped to some irrational
conclusions.

But let me start from the beginning: Engineer-
ing thinkers at Swan had noted the lack of
activity on 10 meters and put their heads
together to see what they could do about it.
Here’s what they learned: When 10 meters is
open for comparatively long periods, the band
gets progressively more populated.

It seems obvious that amateurs enjoy working
10 meters, but not many people monitor enough
to know when the band is open and when it is
not. As a consequence, many openings come and
go witnout hams around to take advantage of
them. What 10 meters needs, Swan said, is a
surefire and quick method of knowing when 10 is
usable for DX.

One excellent solution was the one adopted
by Swan —simply incorporate an 11-meter
receive capability in a 10-meter transceiver. With
all the nearly constant signals on the 11-meter CB
channels, an opening could be detected there
almost instantly, Then the operator need but fire
up the 10-meter transmitter (which won’t work
on 11, by the way) and put out a call.

With enough hams using the system, everyone
benefits: 10 gets active, openings no longer go
unnoticed, and another dying band gains renewed
popularity.

A good idea? At 73, we thought so. But there
were a handful of loudmouths who didn’t. They
wrote to Swan. They wrote to the FCC. They
wrote to the ham journals, including 73, where
their comments were filed where they belong —
in the wastebasket.

Their complaint? Swan’s new transceiver (No.
1011) can transmit and receive on 10 meters, but
they feel its “‘receive only” capability for 11
meters would encourage CB’ers to buy and
modify for illegal operation on the CB channels.

It apparently didn’t occur to the whiners that
any linear that will operate on 10 will operate on
11 meters; that many manufacturers — including
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a few “respectable” ham manufacturers are
actually building and selling high-power linears
exclusively for the CB channels. They didn’t take
note of the fact that virtually any transceiver that
operates on 10 can be made to operate on 11.
Such facts eluded them. All they could see was
an 11-meter receive capability built into a 10-
meter transceiver — and that was enough to get
them going.

As editor of 73, I'd like to put in my two
cents worth: First, the ham radio field is not a
lucrative market. Manufacturers are — as often as
not — in this aspect of the business because of
personal management ties to amateur radio.
Partially for this reason we amateurs should do
our best to encourage and support these manu-
facturers (whose profit margins are far too

narrow considering the engineering, development,
and marketing efforts that must be expended for
every item produced).

Second, I consider it blue-sky speculation for
any amateur or group to assume that any
manufacturer’s products are going to be used for
any purpose other than that for which they were
designed. Take the case of the Swan 1011, for
example. There seems to be three possible mis-
applications: (1) CB’ers could conceivably buy
the transceiver and modify it for 1l-meter
transmit operation; (2) CB’ers could conceivably
buy the unit and use it for illegal operation on 10
meters; (3) hams could buy it and use it for
unlicensed operation on 11 meters.

From my experience in the CB field (I am
also editor of a national CB magazine), I feel it 18
safe to say that not one CB’er in two hundred has
the technical capability to successfully complete
the necessary transmitter modifications — which
takes care of item (1).

As far as item (2) is concerned, I believe that
there aren’t many CB’ers who are interested in
joining us hams on 10 meters. I see every action
notice that follows up an FCC violation, and do
not remember a single case in the past 10 months
where a CB’er has been nailed for operating on
the ham band. Some CB’ers operate DX illegally;
some use ‘‘skip” names instead of assigned calls;
some run high power; some ragchew illegally;
some have unlawful antenna setups. But there is
no indication that any of them are infiltrating the
ham bands.

Item (3) should speak for itself; how many
amateurs do you know who would go out of
their way to bootleg on CB? Enough said.

But the damage has been done. Swan only
recently announced the 1011 addition to its line.
Now, just weeks later, the addition is canceled.
Swan’s letter to ham dealers reads:

For the first time in our history we have
introduced a new model transceiver that
has met with the disapproval of a number
of our radio amateur customers. Letters we
have received indicate a serious concern

that the 1011 will be operated on the 10
meter band by CB’ers or other unlicensed

(cont. on page 97)
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Important

HAM ané L5

ANTENNA DIMERSION

EcE Books
from SAMS

Single Sideband: Theory and Practice

- by HARRY D. HOOTON, W6TYH, This one-source
guide emphasizes basic principles and cir-
cuitry of ssb. Covers the origin of ssb, the
derivation of ssb lar‘ignalaf carrier-suppression

techniques, sideband selection, and a com-
lete analysis of all types of ssb equipment.
)xder 24014, only . .. .. ... oLl

73 Dipole and Long-Wire Antennas

by EDWARD M. NOLL, W3FQJ. The first com-

pendium of virtually every type of wire an-
tenna used by amateurs. Includes dimensions,
configurations, and detailed construction data
for 73 different types. Appendices describe
construction of noise bridges, line tuners, and
data on measuring resonant frequency,
velocity factor, and SWR.

Oler 20008 onlN. i L e e e $4.50

73 Vertical, Beam, and Triangle Antennas

by EDWARD M. NOLL, W3FQJ. Describes the
design and construction of 73 different an-

tennas used by amateurs. Each has actually

been built and air-tested by the author. An-
pendices cover construction of noise bridges
and antenna line tuners, as well as measure-

ment methods. Order 24021, only. .. .$4.95

Electronics for the Amateur

by LOUIS M. DEZETTEL, W5REZ. This 1s one of
the few books on the theory of electronics and
radio that programs the material for the ama-
teur. Discusses radio-wave propagation as it
applies to amateur band frequencies, recep-
tion and transmission pertaining to ham
equiﬁment, and the special field of antennas
and how to feed them. Contains all the infor-
mation required to pass the theory sections of
the FCC exams.

e 2022 OnlY. . . v D

e )
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S Dl R i
e AR L X

CHARTS |

18th Edition of the famous E&E

RADIO HANDBOOK

Eiwmm I.ORR. W6sSAI, Completely updated
ition of the famous eommunications book
that is the electronics industry standard for
engineers, technicians, and advanced ama-
teurs. Explains in authoritative detail how to
design and build all types of radiocommuni-
cations equipment. Includes ssb design and
equipment, RTTY circuits, latest semicon-
ductor circuits, IC’s, and special circuitry.

Order 24020, only . ... ... ... .o $13.50

Radio Amateur’s F-M Repeater Handbook

by KEN SESSIONS, JR., KéeMVH. The definitive
work on the vital and virtually undocumented
subject of amateur f-m repeaters. Chapters
include: Preparing and obtaining sites for re-
peaters; How to build a repeaier; and Re-
g&atar applications. Includes an f-m repeater

irectory. Order 24008, only.........$6.95

Amateur Tests and Measurements
by LoUIS M. DEZETTEL, W5REZ. Shows how to
accomplish virtually all performance tests on
amateur transmitters, receivers, and anten-
nas, and how to make required adjustments.
Order 24007, only.. ...l 00 ciiinins iay $5.50

Ham and CB Antenna Dimension Charts

by EDWARD M. NOLL, W3rFQJ. Tabulates di-
mension data in feet and inches for all the
popular antenna configurations. Charts are
so subdivided that an antenna can be dimen-
sioned for a specific frequency range accord-
ing to license class and mode of operation.
Oidar 28028 anly —— . -0 Ui sl $1.95

Order from your electronic parts
distributor or send coupon below.

EDITORS and ENGINEERS

Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc., Dept. 73-110
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DIFFERENTIAL
d-Ftl
PREAMPLIFIER

Ralph W, Campbell W4KAE
316 Mariemont Drive
Lexington KY 40505
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ow about trying a J-FET (usually
Hprnnﬂunced “jay-fet’’) preamplifier
using discrete transistors, in the differential
configuration? “Differential’” is circuitry
best known through work with integrated
circuits; but there is no reason why we
can’t use “discretes’ to achieve the results
we seek. The amplifier presented here is
the result of searching through various
amateur and professional publications for
the lowest-noise solid-state circuit —
revealing little “‘new”™ — except for this
mode of operation.

I turned to RCA’s IC-41 linear inte-
grated circuit manual for comparison of
various bipolar IC hookups; the RCA
CA-3028 looked most interesting, so I then
chose Motorola’s MFE-2000 as a discrete
J-FET replacement. The RCA CA-3028
boasted 0.5 dB better noise figure in the
differential mode, as compared with the
cascode circuit. Hopefully, a similar “edge”
in performance should exist with the J-
FETs. The interesting thing about this new
circuitry is that one semiconductor is in an
“idling” position, while the other device
does the amplifying! This results in two
advantages: (1) The high-gain transistor
(which may oscillate) can be made the
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idler; or even a lower-gain, cheaper J-FET
with the same noise figure can be plugged
in; and (2) noise reduction with balanced,
push-pull input, is achieved. Junction
field-effect transistors (J-FETs) have fur-
ther advantages, such as superior resistance
to overloading, wide dynamic range with
the higher drain voltages, and ease of input
matching.

With exception of low-noise multiple
devices (two J-FETs diffused on a single
chip) these discrete transistors solved noise
problems readily apparent to the ear. After
listening tests, the 2 meter noise reduction
seems about 1 dB; however, as to actual
noise figure (not with the gain provided), I
would assume only 0.5 dB to be the real
improvement.

Another advantage with the differential

mode is that neutralization requirements
are greatly reduced. A tee section de-

coupler stopped all tendency for oscilla-
tion, even when higher-gain MFE-2001s
were substituted. With a spot noise figure
of 1.6 dB typical, we have a great 2 meter
preamplifier! While I don’t do more than
estimate noise figure and gain, it is true
that attempts were made to use University
of Kentucky measuring equipment, but it
was not operational.

Theory

Design of the preamplifier is straight-
forward. Dc biasing is just like vacuum
tubes, except the supply voltage is much
lower. I followed WIDTY’s Field Effect
Transistor Primer, (73 Magazine, Dec.
1965), and I must admit both *‘experi-
menter” and ‘“‘paper” design techniques
were applied. To get going on the “paper™
design, I used the normalized FET transfer
curve presented in that article, and referred
to Motorola’s Semiconductor Data Book,
3rd Edition, to determine pinchoff voltage
Vp. Values given are 4.0V for Vp and 10
mA for Ipgs. With regard to Fig. 1, 10 mA
and 6 mA are marked on the vertical axis
for values of Ip; and the 0.6 ratio point is
selected as described below. In case you’ve
guessed 6 mA is the operating drain cur-
rent!

Gate-to-source voltage is normalized or
divided as with Ippg and, since we have
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Ipps set to be 10 mA and Vp at 4.0V, the
loadline can be determined by dividing 4V
by 10 mA, which works out to be 0.4 in
normalized kilohms. The reason for using
kilohms is that this saves time; and to
check this scale plotting factor, simply
extend the Rg=1 k{ line until it intersects
the upper right-hand coordinates.

The unknown ratios are now found.
This is so easy that I used the “unknown”
Ip/Ipps ratio (above) by accident. Since
we know the load line is to be 400£2, it is
drawn between the 300£{2 and 500£2 lines
already present on Fig. 1. (For clarity, I’ve

PINCHOFF VOLTAGE, V
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Fig. 1. Normalized FET transfer curves with typi-
cal operating parameters. Coils are: L1—2t 18
AWG, % in, dia; L2—12t ct 18 AWG, % in. dia;
L3—10T 18 AWG bore, 3/16 in. dia; L4—-2t 18
AWG (interwound), 3/16 in. dia,
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1nfﬂ'|n55 RATID
o o
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Q
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extended the 400£2 line beyond the upper
horizontal axis.) Now, where this line
intersects the transfer curve (running para-
meter) we see a vertical and horizontal
intercept at the 0.6 and 0.24 points for our
ratios of Ip/Ipss and Vgg/Vp, respect-
ively. The use of this information can help
the designer choose the operating point for
any values up to 30 mA or 25V with the
Motorola MFE-2000.

Measurements

The operating point voltage was
measured to be —1.2V, and operating
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Fig. 2. Low noise J-Fet preamplifier for 2 meters.

current was measured at 5.5 mA. Gain of
the J-FET differential preamplifier was
found to be 3 S-units.

Choosing the gate-leak resistor was a
matter of consulting the literature, where 1
found a circuit using TIS-88s (similar to
2N4416), which had a 27 k{2 gate return
resistor. Having two MFE-2000s, 1 took
about half-value for this resistance for both
transistors operating in parallel.

Construction

The lead photo shows the top view of
the differential J-FET preamplifier whose
circuit appears in Fig. 2. This unit is built
within an LMB 531EL endlock aluminum
chassis. Note that each capacitor there is a
large Ferroxcube ferrite bead (56-590-3B),
which prevents man-made noise from en-
tering the enclosure. The standoff on the
side of the enclosure is the test point for
drain-to-ground voltage checks. “Pop”
rivets are seen in their use as interunit
shield fasteners for the partition inside.

For the preamp, I used a 0.8—8.5 pF
gold-plated piston capacitor. (The piston
trimmer is shown in the closeups.) Other
types of pistons having the same capacity
and capacity range would work as well;
however, the gold plating probably im-
proves resettability and lowers rf surface
ground losses.
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Between the glass tank circuit and shield
partition is the tee decoupling network,
which is dc fed from the voltage doubler
power supply. The common leg of the tee
is resting on a 240 pF button bypass (value
not critical), while to the right and left are
the Miller molded, shielded 9240-707 rf
chokes.

A feedthrough fitting is connected
through the partition wall of the internal
shield to the right-hand (single) drain con-
nection; and the 39 pF silver-mica blocking
capacitor rests against the chassis end plate.
The shield partition tongue is bent to fit,
and soldered onto the body of the parti-
tion. This makes a firm contact with the
preamp bottom cover, when in place.

To the upper left of the shield is a piece
of RG-174/U coaxial cable which connects
to the test point.

A tubular ceramic capacitor across the
variable capacitor (see closeup photo) pro-

vides signal resonance at the unmeshed
position. The insures minimum noise char-

acteristics, through the tuning range. The
fixed capacitor should be to have a value
within the operating range of the variable.
This technique, by the way, also prevents
false noise dips or peaks.

The power supply (Fig. 3) is a conven-
tional full-wave voltage doubler with a
trimming and surge resistor in series with
the 6.3V secondary. Drain-to-source volt-
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Fig. 3. Power Supply.

age ‘‘trimming” of the power supply is
done with this surge resistor. Use of the tee
should completely eliminate all oscillation.

Algnment & Adjustment

Noise figure estimating is always a curi-
ous business, since the variables involved
depend upon usually inaccurate assump-
tions about generator impedance, signal
level, and transmission line matching. One
big problem was how to find a signal or
noise dip. With a balanced differential
input I found either a pair of dips at either
end of the butterfly tuning range or a pair

of peaks at these range ends. Between, 1

observed either a small peak or small dip,
depending upon signal levels being fed to
the preamp.

Before dipping and peaking adjustments
were made, I used a Heathkit tunnel-dipper
to place resonance at 144 MHz. This was
with the input variable at the minimum
capacity setting, the J-FETs in their
sockets, drain and gate bias voltages pre-
sent, and with the output piston capacitor
adjusted for maximum capacity. Under
these conditions, I realized the next thing
to do was to load the balanced input tank
circuit with 1—2 pF to keep the actual
tuning range below resonance at signal
frequencies, since lowest noise figure is
always obtained this way. Strong signals
(milliwatts) from my International Crystal
2 meter frequency standard resulted in two
peaks at either end of the butterfly range,
with a small dip in between. What this
meant was that the J-FETs were absorbing
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several milliwatts of power at the crystal
standard frequency, behaving like a genera-
tor and a load with the coaxial line voltage
dropping between range-end peaks as con-
ditions of maximum-power-transfer were
approached. This doesn’t mean the front-
end input terminal was purely a resistance:
The front end is probably matched to the
resistance and reactance present; but the
resistive condition, alone, is the load seen
by the balanced tank circuit looking into

the gate terminals. This procedure is the
““strong-signal”” method of obtaining lowest

noise figure in the differential mode. Now
here’s another:

Most amateurs probably don’t have a
safe strong-signal source; so the weak-signal
method is offered as an alternative. Using
the Ameco TX-62 exciter, I found I could
set the drive to minimum and, with the
spotting switch, found it to be possible to
send a weak signal (microwatts) into the
differential J-FET preamplifier for noise
adjustments. Of course, it is desirable to
have the input fed from a terminated
coaxial connector capacitively coupled
through the open contacts of a Dow-Key
SPDT relay. The termination used was a
shielded CesCo PL-52 CB radio SW dummy
load. With the termination switched in and
the desired weak signal from the Ameco
exciter, I adjusted the capacitor for a peak
between the two range-end dips. Con-
firming this as the low-noise point is easily
checked by switching back and forth from
dummy load to antenna (during a period of
minimum band activity).
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An explanation of circuit conditions
would probably show that peaking occur-
red at the microwatt level, with the highly
reactive generator coupling making the
weak-signal source impedance appear very
high. This would make any response other
than resistive (matched at the gate termi-
nals) immeasurable.

Operation

The differential J-FET preamplifier has
been a pleasure to use. Not even locals
overload my receiving equipment and the
noise figure is so low | can hear transmis-
sion line noise (observed on incoming
signals with separate antennas of about the
same gain) when comparing RG-9 or RG-8
with a similar length of Aluminum Foam-
flex cable. I might add that without the

low-noise line. little can be achieved in
“system’ noise reduction, when dealing

with the ever-present thermal agitation
noise prevalent in most VHF gear.

The MFE-2000 J-FETs by Motorola
showed very little tendency to oscillate
using the differential amplifier configura-
tion. | tried MFE-2001s, a higher-gain
version, which did oscillate with one tran-
sistor of the pair chosen; however, the
noise figure appeared to be the same.

Only one transistor is fully operative in
the differential mode: but if you think the
noise doesn’t go up upon removal of the
idling J-FET, just try removing it on a
weak signal! Even a quick retune with a
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single active FET will show more noise
than with two.

Use of the transfer curve brought out so
clearly in WIDTY’s primer should find
extensive application in “‘power  FET
work: For one thing, the normalized char-
acter of the curve can be altered to fit any
device (including FETs like the CP-650 and
CP-651, by Crystalonics) for operation in
the power-gate region. For another, the
curve can be force-fitted to suit both
depletion and enhancement modes.

Conclusion

Regardless of how accurate a “‘paper”
design is, always test the unit thoroughly in
the laboratory before reconciling results
with it. The “‘experimenter’” method is
always a valid check. Before building the
unit described in this article, make sure
youre using low-noise coax such as
Amphenol 21-539 or Communications Pro-
ducts Aluminum Foamflex, or a very short
length of the regular kind. The reason is
that without the feedline having this char-
actenistic, chances are vou will not be able
to notice *‘less noise” on incoming DX
signals.

| would encourage others to try their
hands at FET designs similar to this. And
don’t forget: If vour receiving equipment
doesn’t use at least one three-lead semi-
conductor device in the first stages — it
may be obsolete!

... W4KAE =

73 MAGAZINE



eathkit SB-102...

the world’s best rig

(the SB-101)
is now even better

e New all solid-state Linear Master Oscillator gives

shorter warm-up, greater stability, increased dial
linearity ¢ New receiver circuitry delivers 0.35
uV sensitivity ¢ 180 watt PEP SSB input — 170
watt CW input ¢ 80-10 M coverage « USB, LSB
or CW modes e Built-in CW sidetone e Built-in
100 kHz crystal calibrator e Triple Action Level
Control® reduces clipping & distortion « Front
panel selection of built-in 2.1 kHz SSB or op-
tional 400 Hz CW crystal filters e Operate with
built-in VOX or PTT e Fast, easy circuit board-
wiring harness construction e Run fixed or mobile
with appropriate low cost power supplies

The New Heathkit SB-102 ... proud descendant of
the famous 100" & ‘“101”’. With a heritage like this,
you expect top performance and value ... and you
get it.

We improved the already excellent frequency sta-
bility and dial linearity of the **101™ with an all solid-
state LMO ... the result is a rig that stabilizes In
half the time and tracks more accurately.

The *102” receiver is even hotter than the famed
“101" ... sensitivity is now less than 0.35 uV for
10 dB S+N/N ... an increase that gives you solid
copy longer when the band is on the way out.

The new *‘102” the famous flexibility & per-
formance of the 101" plus important new features.
Put the hot new SB-102 in your shack now. From
the Hams At Heath, of course.

DN e e A AN e ol LT $380.00"
SB-600, Communications Speaker, 6 Ibs.. ......$19.95°
HP-23A, AC Power Supply. 191bs.... ...00v....$51.95°
HP-13A. DC Power Supply, 7lbs.......... e ee.5069.95"

SBA-100-1, Mobile Mtg. Bracket, 6 lbs.......... $14.95°
SBA-301-2, 400 Hz CW Crystal Filter, 1 Ib.......$21.95"

NEW

SB-102 SPECIFICATIONS — RECEIVER SECTION — Sensitivity:
Better than 0.35 microvolt for 10 dB signal-plus noise to noise ratio
for SSB operation. S5B selectivity: 2.1 kHz minimum at é6 dB down,
5 kHz maximum ot 60 dB down — 2:1 nominal shope foctor — 6:60
dB. CW Selectivity: (With optional CW filter SBA-301-2 installed)
400 Hz minimum at 6 dB down, 2.0 kHz moximum aof 60 dB down.
Input impedance: Low impedance for unbalanced coaxial inpul.
Qutput impedance: Unbalanced B ond 600 ochm speaker, and high
impedonce headphone. Power output: 2 watls with less than 109
distortion. Spurious response: Imoge aond IF rejection better than
50 dB. Internal spuricus signals below equivalent antenna input of
1 microvolt. TRANSMITTER SECTION: PC power input: 55B:
180 watts P.E.P. continuous voice. CW: 170 watts — 509, duty cycle.
RF power output: 100 watts on B0 through 15 meters; 80 watts en
10 meters (50 ohm nonreactive load). Output impedance: 50 chms
to 75 ohms with less than 2:1 SWR. Oscillotor feedthrough or
mixer products: 55 dB below rated output. Harmonic radiation:
45 dB below roled output. Transmit-receive operation: $5B:
Push-to-talk or VOX. CW: Provided by operating VOX from a keyed
tone, using grid-block keying. CW side-tone: Internally switched to
speaker in CW mode. Approx. 1000 Hz tone. Microphone input
impedance: High impedance. Carrier suppression: 50 dB down
from single-tone ocutput. Unwanted sideband suppression: 55 dB
down from single-tone output ot 1000 Hz reference. Third order
distortion: 30 dB down from two-tone output. Noise level: At least
40 dB below single-tone carrier. RF compression (TALC): 10 dB
or greater at .1 mo final grid current. GENERAL: Frequency cov-
erage: 3.51t0 4.0; 7.0 to 7.3; 14.0 to 14.5; 21.0 to 21.5; 28.0 to 28.5;
28.5 to 29.0; 29.0 to 29.5; 29.5 to 30.0 (megaoheriz). Frequency sta-
bility: Less than 100 Hz per hour after 10 minutes warm-up from
normal ambient conditions. Less than 100 Hz for =109, line vollage
variations. Modes of operation: Selectable upper or lower side-
bond (suppressed carrier) and CW. Visval dial accuracy — “‘re-
settability’: Within 200 Hz on all bands. Electrical dial accuracy:
Within 400 Hz after calibration at nearest 100 kHz point. Dial mech-
anism backlash: Less than 50 Hz. Calibration: 100 kHz crystal.
Audio frequency response: 350 to 2450 Hz =3 d8. Phone paich
impedance: 8 ohm receiver output to phone patch; high impedance
phone patch input to transmitier. Power requirements: 700 to 800
volis at 250 ma; 300 volts at 150 ma; —115 volts at 10 ma; 12 velts at
4.76 amps. Cabinet dimensions: 1474" W x 63¢" H x 133¢" D.

FREE 1971 CATALOG!

MNow with more kits, more color.
Fully describes these along with
over 300 kits for stereo/hi-fi,

tar amplifiers, amateur radio,
Address

marine, educational, CB, home
& hobby. Mail coupon or wrile City

Heath Eumgag;. Benlon Harbor,
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I
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I
color TV, electronic organs, gui- |  Name

|

i
Michigan 4 %
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Suleyman Sir, Fairchild Semiconductor
313 Fairchild Drive

Mountain View CA

iF

APPLIGATIONS
Il
HE

DUAL-
GATE
MOSFET

Mﬂ tal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect
transistors (MOSFETs) that feature
two independent insulated gates represent
a new class of semiconductor device,
extending the analogy between transistors
and vacuum tubes beyond the triade. In
effect, these devices, called dual-gate
MOSFETS, are the solid-state analog of the
dual-grid vacuum tube (tetrode).

Dual-gate. MOSFETSs have all the char-
acteristic features of single-gate MOSFETSs
(high input impedance, low noise, and wide
dynamic range) but, in addition, provide
better ag¢ and cross-modulation character-
istics and significantly lower feedback
capacitance. While addition of a second
gate inereases manufactusing costsshghtly,
the small.price incréasg 1s more than offset
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DRAIN DRAIN
o
R, (MOSFET 2)
GATE 2 SUBSTRATE
SUBSTRATE o |
MOSFET 2
GATE 1 MOSFET 1
o o
R) (MOSFET 1)
= SOURCE — SOURCE
(al (D)

Fig. 1. Two equivalent MOSFET circuits to show
signal injection at (a) gate 1 and (b) gate 2.

by eliminating the need for some com-
ponents normally required in conventional
MOSFET circuits.

The special characteristics of dual-gate
MOSFETs make these devices ideal as
UHF, VHF, and FM amplifiers, VHF and
FM mixers, and i-f amplifiers.

Circuit Performance

Dual-gate MOSFETs, like other FETs
and bipolar transistors, are used for signal
amplification. The signal can be injected at
either of the two gates, but normally gate |
is used for signal injection and gate 2 for
gain control. This preference can be
explained by analyzing the two alternative
equivalent MOSFET circuits shown in Fig.
1. Figure la shows the equivalent circuit
with signal applied to gate 1, and gate 2
ac-grounded. In this mode, when the dc
bias of gate 2 is changed, MOSFET 2 acts
as a variable-load resistor on MOSFET 1,
representing a gain change.

By contrast, Fig. 1b shows the equiva-
lent circuit with signal applied to gate 2,
and gate 1 ac-grounded. In this mode, gate
1 is used for gain control and MOSFET 1
acts as a series source resistor. As the dc
bias voltage on gate 1 is changed, the value
of the source resistor will increase or
decrease, and gain control is accomplished.
However, this mode of operation results in
lower gain because of the degenerative
series resistor, and since gate 2 is closer to
the drain, the feedback capacitance is
higher compared with the other mode of
operation.

NOVEMBER 1970

When the device is operated as shown in
Fig. 1a, the MOSFET is analogous to the
common-cathode, common-grid cascode
tube amplifier used for high degree of
isolation between input and output stages.

Dual-gate MOSFETs have the following
advantages over the triode MOSFETs.

® | ow feedback (reverse-transfer) capa-
citance, which allows the device to
operate as a very stable amplifier.

@ Excellent agc performance with an agc
range of approximately 50 dB. This
characteristic makes the device ideal
for use in front-end applications. The
agc range of Fairchild’s FT0601 is
shown in Fig. 2.

50 /.—4—4._1\_]
85
3 /‘

30

GAIN REDUCTION, dB
R

ol
i

A

2000 2.0 4.0 160 80 10

GATE 2 TO SOURCE VOLTAGE (Vsol, V

Fig. 2. Agc performance of the FT0601 (Vp =
15V, F = 200 MHz).

® Good cross-modulation performance.
Dual-gate MOSFETs have square-law
transfer characteristics; therefore,
they are suitable for amplifiers that
require minimum cross-modulation
distortion.

® Uniform and fixed input and output
conductances, which do not change
greatly with the agc voltage. This can
be seen in Fig. 3, which shows the
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CONDUCTANCE, mmho

0.6 s
0.4 Gje =
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..................... :
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-1.0 0 4.0 2.0 .0 +4.0 +5.0

AGC VOLTAGE APPLIED TO GATE 2, V

Fig. 3. Admittances of the FT0601 as a function
of agc voltage.

input and output conductances and
susceptances of the FT0601 as a
function of the agc voltage. This
characteristic of the FT0601 makes
the device suitable for tuned ampli-
fiers.
® Diode protection of both gates, which
eliminates the possibility of device
destruction due to buildup of static
electricity.
RF Applications
Dual-gate MOSFETs offer two impor-
tant advantages over bipolar devices in rf

C
4
C Casl ==
1# e G, | kD % '
c
3
Gy Is Ly

Ll 8

IN o—|
Cs

1 2
O S X %mﬂ" =
I _T_ 3 0.82uH

applications. First, agc operation is made
easier because of the separate signal and
agc gates. Secondly, their input admittance
does not change with agc; consequently,
the performance (center frequency) of
MOSFET tuned amplifiers is unaffected.
The chief rf applications of the FT0601,
listed below, utilize these advantages.

VHE Amplifier. Good-quality receivers
use automatic gain control at the front end
to improve reception for a wide range of
input signal levels. For agc operation,
dual-gate MOSFETs have a built-in advan-
tage owing to their separate gates, especi-
ally in the VHF region. VHF amplifiers
built with the FT0601 eliminate cross-
modulation distortion, decrease receiver
noise, and avoid shifting of the receiver’s

center frequency. Figure 4 is a circuit
schematic of a VHF amplifiér using the
FT0601.

VHF Mixer. The FT0601 has good gain
throughout the VHF band and can be used
as a front-end amplifier. However, the
device has a nonlinear transfer function
region and, therefore, it can also be used as
a VHF mixer to provide conversion gain.
The mixing action takes place in the least
linear section of the VHF band, and the
gain is obtained where the device is com-
pletely linear. Therefore, when a VHF
mixer is designed, a compromise is needed
between gain and mixing action, and, as a
rule, gain is sacrificed. The conversion gain
is defined as the ratio of i-f power output
to rf power input.

Ly 15/64" |D coil, 0.8" long, 5t of gauge 18 wire, silver plated, tapped at 2.5t
Lo: 15/64" ID coil, 0.8" long, 4t of gauge 22 wire, silver plated, tapped at 2.5t
Cys Co, C3, Cg: 1-10pF, Erie VAMOLO

E5: 100pF, dip mica

Cg: 2TpF, dip mica

All other capacitors: 1000pF, FT

Fig. 4, VHF amplifier,

24
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A.10.7 MHz |-F

CONVERSION GAIN, dBm
=

Ty P14, e 1 wire
g b ﬁl“. w“ml‘fﬂ BAW codi form, Core |
..15, Ly LB, geuge 18 wire, vibvar plated, g 3t & e grewnd

~30 20 -10 0 +10

LOCAL OSCILLATOR DRIVE LEVEL, dBm

B. 45 MHz |-F

S

&G

-
=

CONVERSION GAIN, dBm

Ty GPTEI, 05 10N, geuam B wire on TRW codl ferm, Core £
Ly: 8L, gouge [0 wirs, Uit plated, Gapped o2 71 from colf sioe
' i 9L i i e

-40 -35 -30 -5 -20 -15-10 5 O
LOCAL OSCILLATOR DRIVE LEVEL, dBm

+5 +10 +15

Fig. 5. Conversion gain vs local oscillator drive level for the FT0601.

The amplifier provides optimum rf
power gain with the FT0601 when the
drain current varies between 8 and 10 mA,
while the mixing action takes place at drain
currents of 3 to 4 mA. Our experiments
indicated that best conversion gain 18
obtained when the device is biased at 5 to
6 mA of drain current.

local oscillator drive level, and the circuits
used to measure the conversion gain are
shown in Fig. 5 for 10.7 MHz and 45 MHz.
We designed these circuits with emphasis
on stability and high gain, thus the chosen
bandwidths are not optimum: 1 MHz for
the 10.7 MHz signal and about 2 MHz for
the 45 MHz signal.

Cyr 30 Gs, Cg, Cy: 10 pF, dip mica

EE' '.'.'24: 15 pF, mica

All other capacitors; 1000 pF

Ly: 6-1/2t, gauge 24 wire on 5/16" form, J-slug
Ty, To Ty 6-1/21, gauge 24 wire, J-slug, 5/16" form, adjustable

o +15V

Gain: 62 dB

BW: 4.5 MHz @ -3db

AGC Range: -9V max, +4V min AGC, 3 db tilt
|t‘. 21 mA

Fig. 6. 45 MHz i-f strip using the FTO601.

When a dual-gate MOSFET is used as a
VHF mixer, the local oscillator and rf

signals can be applied to separate gates. We
obtained the best conversion gain with the
rf signal applied to gate 1 and the local
oscillator signal to gate 2. We biased gate 1
to dc ground and applied the rf signal to
this gate through a conjugately matched
network: but did not conjugately match
the network to the i-f impedance of the
device to avoid the possibility of oscilla-
tion. The conversion gain as a function of

NOVEMBER 1970

IF Strip

Dual-gate MOSFETs are suitable for i-f
strips where the Q of the tuning circuit is
critical. We built a 45 MHz strip using a
FT0601s in all stages. However, to avoid
instability, a large amount of mismatch was
needed in all stages; therefore, we loaded
the stages with 2 k{2 input and output
admittances. The circuit schematic of the
strip and the performance data are shown

in Fig. 6.
Nt okl
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Round Trip Charter Jet Flight from
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Mail your deposit in now to confirm your
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he cubical quad has become one of the

most popular beam antennas for the
DX’er. But something less than popular is
the problem of tuning the parasitic wire
reflector for optimum performance. Many
weary miles of tower climbing, seasoned
with ripe expletives, have been expended
on this labor of love. Field strength meters,
arm-waving assistants, neighboring hams,
and even CB handsets have been pressed
into service. . .after all of which there 1is
lasting doubt that the beast is really
adjusted right on the nose. How much
happier if this onerous task could be
accomplished in the relative comfort of the
shack!

Well, pilgrim, your search is over. For
tuning a quad can be relegated to the mere
twist of a knob as you relax at the
operating position.

Whether homebrew or commercial, the
length of the quad reflector is commonly
cut for one wavelength, identical to the
driven element. Tuning- is provided by

e
SnE

Peter A. Lovelock W6AJZ
235 Montana Avenue
Santa Monica CA 90403

uning

tive reactance — dependent upon spacing
from the driven element — to produce the
necessary phase shift in the reflector for
maximum forward gain or front-to-back
ratio.

Figure 1 illustrates three popular
methods for adjusting inductive reactance
at the reflector. Figure 1A uses an adjust-
able shorted stub which exhibits an induc-
tive reactance at its open end, the value of
which depends upon the position of the
shorting bar; 1B incorporates an open stub,
the length of which is made greater than %
wavelength, so that it similarly exhibits an
inductive reactance which can be varied by
the capacitor. Figure 1C uses a suitable coil
with an adjustable tap, and is the method
included with a number of commercially
manufactured quads.

As old hands will know, the actual
adjustment is quite critical for maximum
performance. For example, I have found
that with the method of Fig. 1A, plus or

Fig. 1. Basic methods of tuning quad reflectors.
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makes the difference between a directional
quad and bidirectional stacked dipoles.

The remote method of tuning my quad
reflector is an adaptation of Fig. 1B. Since
an open-ended stub greater than % wave-
length is inductive at its terminals, it
follows that extending the length of the
stub by any multiple of half wavelengths
will produce the same inductive value at
the terminals. Connecting a variable capaci-
tor across one end of this extended stub

will enable the value of inductive reactance
at the other end to be varied.

CCEAK LINE

TO TRANSMITTER

ANY
"gJMEER
3/8 A
{b—‘l_
OPERATING
POSITION
CONTROL BF =
BOX 150

Fig. 2. Arrangement for remote tuned stub.

In plain words, you cut a length of
transmission line to the number of half-
waves needed to reach from the quad
reflector to your operating position, plus
an additional 3/8 wavelength. The adjust-
ing capacitor at the operating end may be
about 150 pF (variable receiving type).
Figure 2 illustrates the setup.

Transmission line used for the elongated
stub would ideally be on the open wire,
300—-45082 type. However, if this is physi-

cally impractical, 300£2 TV line will work
almost as well, though moisture on the line
may result in reactance variations out of
the adjusting capacitor’s range. The best
solution was found to be the tubular,
foam-filled, low-loss 300£2 TV line, which
exhibited minimum variations when
exposed to rain or snow.

In calculating overall stub length, the
velocity factor of the actual line used must

‘be applied. Taking the basic stub length to

the 3/8 wavelength, the formula will be

351
f(MHz)

xVxM

where f = resonant frequency of the driven
element and V = velocity factor of the type
of line used for the stub. Added to the
basic stub length must be a length of line
suitable to run from antenna to operating
position, for which the formula is

468
f(MHz)

xV

where m = the multiplier to achieve the
length required.

For example, using 300{2 TV line with a
velocity factor of 0.82 for a resonant
frequency of 28.5 MHz, the basic stub
length would be 351/28.5 x 0.82 = 10.0 ft.
Supposing antenna-to-shack distance is a
50 ft run — an additional length calculated
as 468/28.5 x 0.82 x 3=40.2 ft. The
length of the basic stub, plus the half-wave
multiple extension will then total 50.2 ft.

Velocity factors for readily available
balanced lines suitable for constructing the
elongated stub are as follows:

a) Open wire (any impedance) V =0.975
b) Flat TV line (300£2) V=0.82
¢) Tubular TV line (300£2) V=0.82
d) Flat TV “twin lead” (75§2) V =0.68

Once you have the elongated stub cut to
the required length, and connected to the
open terminals of the reflector, connect

the variable capacitor to the operating end
and turn the quad back on to a ground-
wave signal; another local ham or a signal
generator with short antenna positioned a
few wavelengths away. Vary the capacitor
and watch the receiver S-meter for a null
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on the signal. If none is noted it will be
necessary to carefully prune the stub to
bring the inductive value into the range of
the capacitor. Cut off no more than 2 in. at
a time, reconnect the capacitor and try
again. Repeat this process until varying the
capacitor produces the desired null. Finally
prune the stub just enough to bring the
null to the mid-value of the capacitor.

It is assumed that the driven element
has been resonated and matched to the
transmission line before adjusting the
reflector stub. Once the stub has been
pruned, and power is applied to the an-
tenna through an swr bridge, a distinct
variation in swr will be noted as the stub
capacitor passes through the null position,
and if the driven element is properly
matched minimum swr will occur at
reflector-optimum setting of the capacitor.

When the quad is facing a ground-wave
station it is possible to adjust the stub
capacitor for maximum signal, and the

NOVEMBER 1970

10 and 15 meter quad with
remote tuning stubs.

setting will be slightly different from that
for front-to-back ratio. The capacitor will
also compensate for wet weather condi-
tions and permit optimum tuning of the
reflector when moving around the band.
For a multiband quad, a separate elon-
gated stub will be required for each reflec-
tor. The photo shows my 10 and 15 meter
quad (don’t be confused by the TV an-
tenna mounted between the elements),
with the common transmission line at the
left and the two stub lines to the right.
While this method has been described for a
two element quad, there is no reason why
it can’t be applied to 3 and 4 element
quads, if you care to run the extra lines, or
to any parasitic type array for that matter,.
With the tuning capacitors mounted in a
small box at the operating position, assur-
ance that your quad is giving maximum
performance is as simple as just tweaking a

knob.
... W6AJZ =
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This article describes the breadboard
design, tuneup, and results of an rf
power stage on 6 meters using the $2.95
Motorola 3-watt HEP-75 transistor (similar
to the famous 2N3866). This rf stage is
designed to work from an input power of
120 mW such as furnished by the 6 meter
crystal-heterodyne-vfo circuit described in
a previous issue of 73 Magazine. Two types
of inputs are detailed, one using a single
capacitor, and the other a matching net-
work for use with any length of cable. At a
dc input power of 2W using a 12V battery,
a good clean watt of rf output power is
obtained.

Circuit and Design Theory

Figure | shows the schematic, using the
input matching network. The design of a
VHF input circuit can take various forms,
depending on whom you read, what you
read, and the proposed use of the rig. In
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Notes: Baseboard is copper-clad,
8%" lg. x 4%'. HEP-75 case is
also the collector, soldered to
L2. L1 is 9 turns No. 14 hara--
copper, %‘ED % 1% jg. 12
7% turns copper strap %'’ wide
x %"aD. x 34" lg. Collec:
tor is tapped at 2 turns, output
at 3 turns.

Fig. 1. 2 watt, crystal-heterodyne-VFO 6 meter rig.

this case, we want sure-fire operation, an
easy-to-build circuit, freedom from seli-
oscillation, smooth tuning, 12V operation,
and ‘“carrying”’ type portability for hill-
topping emergency use, and mobile work,
as well for use at home.

The circuit in Fig. 2 uses a capacitor
from J1 to the base. It works, and should
be sufficient in the case of an excess of
input power (not too likely), and where
you don’t mind adjusting cable length.
However, if you’re building up from only

| 3-30pF

FROM
- VFO

Fig. 2. Simplified input circuit, 2 watt, 6 meters.
(Temporary)
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120 mW of vfo output, you may want
maximum power transfer along with the
ability to match various cable lengths, and
direct inputs (as in the case of packaging
the entire rig in a box).

The circuit of Fig. 2 is reliable and good
for a “quickie” any time. But it does not
always furnish maximum drive or best
input match unless the cable length and
output tap on the vfo output inductor are
adjusted. These latter are of course indica-
tions of mismatch, but for short lengths of
cable there is little loss, so you can operate
that way if needed.

DC Base Lockup
This nasty little trouble has not been

mentioned in the rather large amount of
literature persued here through recent
years. I can just hear some know-it-all lads
saying, ‘“Ho, Ho, he’s just discovered the
Poniatowsky effect.” Well, maybe so, but
whatever its name is, it arrived here and I
don’t like it! Here’s what happens: With an
rf choke from the base to ground and no
resistor, and an rf input driving the collec-
tor to about 200 mA, cutting off the rf
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excitation does not cut off the collector
current. There is no rf involved and it
seems to be a dc type of hangup. Just for
fun I'll wait until someone tells me ifs
name. In the meantime, back on the
breadboard, the cure was easy. Just include
a little resistance in the base circuit. That’s
why the 20£2 job is there.

Input Matching and Base Circuit

After trying out various combinations
of circuits as shown by RCA, Motorola,
Fairchild, and others, the circuit of Fig. |
was judged best. Inductor L1 can also be
an air-wound coil 5/8 of an inch O.D., &
turns per inch, with 5% turns (not too
critical).

Just a word of caution here about
overloading receiver inputs while testing
transmitters. While checking with the lab
receiver, with its antenna only 10 in. away
from the IW rf output of the amplifier,-the
receiver was completely blocked out and
detuned by the rf. The addition of only 1
in. of wire as a test antenna brought things
back to normal. A very peculiar effect;
expect almost anything when you start to
run power. In solid-state VHF, “‘power”
refers to anything over 1W.

Emitter Circuit

No trouble here. Two capacitors were
used for bypassing, which are not really
100% in parallel, That is, with the ground
leads of the capacitors going to slightly
different ground points and the two leads
cutting down the lead inductance by a
large factor, the emitter is pretty well tied
down to the ground plane rf-wise. A 25{
pot controls power output from about
0.25 to 1.0W with 120 mW of rf input
power and 2W of dc power.

Due to the base resistor requirements,
no limiting resistor was needed in series
with the 25{) emitter pot which operates
nicely as an rf power control (although 2W
dc input does not particularly strain the
HEP-75). A 100 uF capacitor was later
shunted from the emitter to ground for
“better modulation properties.

Collector Circuit
Several requirements must be met here,

some of them not usually compatible, but
things worked out quite well as you will
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see in the results section. A good high-Q
inductor is desirable for maximum seleg-
tivity when loaded by the antenna, and at
the same time good heatsinking is needed.
Fortunately, there is a design that will

accomplish both of these: requirements at
the same time. The secret; Plenty of
copper. Thus the edgewise-wound copper-
strap inductor shown in Fig. 1. The collec-
tor is internally connected to the case, and
to keep the inductance low and the heat
conductance high, the case can be soldered
directly to the copper strap. Do not use a
large iron, and be sure to tin both the strap
and the transistor case first. Use the mini-
mum amount of time and heat to do this,
consistent with a good solder joint.

Note that the collector is tapped pretty
far down on the inductor (near the cold
end): this is done for impedance matching
purposes. With direct currents of nearly
200 mA at 12V, you can see that the rf
impedance will be low. This gets to be a big
problem when you get up into the hun-
dreds of watts, but at 2W matching can be
done by tapping the collector on the
second turn of a 7%-turn coil as shown.

The copper strap also takes care of the
heatsink problem by conducting the heat
away from the collector in both directions
along the strap. With more powerful tran-
sistors, use is made of a beryllium oxide or
aluminum oxide insulating stud, which
conducts heat quite well but not electri-
city. So far they cost a lot more, but we
can always hope they will come down in
price.

Collector Dip Notes

With the HEP-75 collector circuit
detuned, the current is near 200 mA; with
it tuned and unloaded, the current drops to
about 50 mA just like in the good old days
with tubes. Believe it or not, a spark can be
seen when applying the pencil test to the
high rf end in the unloaded condition. |
generally load the circuit with the antenna
so that a slight dip of, say, 10% is obtained.
With an rf power indicator in the antenna
line a precise adjustment can be made.

The RF Output Match
While not critical, the output connec-
tion does require care and testing to obtain
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a good match and maximum power output
at SO MHz.

Tapped onto L2 and 2% turns (Fig. 3) is
a 5-80 pF Arco compression trimmer
(Model 462), which does a good job of
matching a 0.9 or 3W bulb to the collector.

Fig. 3. Output test circuit.

With the input circuit of L1 tuned cor-
rectly and 180 mA showing in the collector
circuit while detuned, and rocking C4
slowly through the dip at resonance, the
proper adjustment of output coupling
capacitor C5 can be obtained.

The adjustment for a pilot light match is
not necessarily the same as for a 508
cable. Leading to coax requires readjust-
ment of output capacitor C5 and possibly
the tap on L2.

I found 160 mA to be about the
maximum output. If you load L2 down to
where there is less dip, your power and
selectivity against harmonics will suffer. It
is best to use a shade less coupling, sacrifice
a small percentage of your power, and
obtain good discrimination against har-
monics. (Don’t forget that second har-
monic of 50 MHz right in the middle of the
FM band!)

Homebrew Wattmeter

This is something I'll really have to look
deeper into, because there are rf watt-
meters on the market, but they start at
$49.50 for 2—30 MHz and go up in price
along with the frequency. With all the
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material that the young builder has to
purchase, perhaps on an ‘“allowance”
budget, he just has to pass up such
luxuries.

In the meantime, back at the old bench,
turn to page 259 of Lafayette’s 1970
catalog and you will find a list of pilot
lights with a wide variety of wattage. You
can push these along at a lively dc clip to
perhaps twice the rated voltage. After all,
most of them sell for only 15¢ to 90¢. The
only thing is that after you get up to a watt
and over it begins to be a little tough on
the eyes! So use a higher rated lamp than
actual rf power. In the Lafayette list you
will see the number 48 and 49 for 120 mA
(good for oscillators), the 40 and 47 at 1W,
the PR13 for 2.34W along with the PR12
for 3W, and the 432 and 433 for 4.5W, etc.
A lot depends on what you can find in
your local hardware store if you'’re in a
hurry right now to know how many watts
output you have. There comes to mind the
question of whether or not the pilot lamps
light to the same brilliancy on rf wattage as
they do on dc. All I can say is that when a
lamp is lit by rf to the same brilliance,
there must be af least that much wattage.
If the final is tuning nicely at the proper
loading point, as mentioned above for
maximum power out, it is reasonable to
suppose that most of that rf is going into
the filament of that pilot lamp, and will
show up as heat.

To make a real handy wattmeter for
pennies, set up a little panel or minibox
with lamp, battery, pot, and dial knob
calibrated in watts. To calibrate, simply
read the amps times volts for different
positions, using the method of successive
approximations to get round numbers for
easy reading on the dial.

To solder a connection onto the alumi-
num base of a bulb, use a good clean
tinned iron, scrape the aluminum clear of
any oxide, and use a rubbing motion of the
iron to tin the aluminum for about 3 or 4
seconds. Friction, plus heat and solder
flux, helps solder to adhere adequately to
aluminum.

For use with the transmitter, just
position the wattmeter bulb alongside the
one lit by the rf and adjust for the same

713 MAGAZINE



Note: ;Waﬁ:h pﬁla%ifw.- This modulator uses plus
ground, with PNPs. The rf uses minus to
ground, with an NPN" -

LAFAYETTE 4-TR

3W AF AMPLIFIER

Fig. 4. Modulator circuit, 2 watt, 6 meter rig.

brilliance. The human eye is supposed to
be quite good at this type of comparison.
It works.

The Modulator

There is a ready-made unit for the
modulator, which only costs $7.95 and has
3W of audio output. This is the Lafayette
“4-TR,” 99E91432. It is a chunky little
package, uses an RC-coupled input stage, a
transformer coupled driver, and two power
transistors in push-pull, with an output
transformer having 8 and 16{2 outputs.

The unit fully modulates the 2W rig. At
this particular time I have yet to decide
between the transformerless output circuits
and those using a transformer. It may well
be that certain systems need transformers,
and others, such as hi-fi sets, are better
without them. As some engineers have
pointed out (mainly those engineers from
telephone companies!), the best of FM
broadcasts reach you through a minimum
of ten or a dozen transformers, so why
worry about one more?

125
MFE |

] A 9OV

al 4

. {Use i UF)

DIODE
DETECTOR

T 10

I____7 | - 1 8

5 -_ - = 19
- _l_ 400 UF
AMPEREX | |
TAA-300 - 9
AF AMPL. r—— e

SET FOR |
8 mA TOTAL |

Fig. 5. Modulation monitor, 2 watt, 6 meter transmitter,

NOVEMBER 1970
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So, for a modulation transformer, not
having found the ideal as yet, we use
another, back to back with the 4-TR
winding of 8£2, The nearest to 75§ 1
could find was the Lafayette AR-501,
which has an 8§ winding on one side and a
12582 winding on the other (centertapped).
It worked out fine on the air, in the circuit
shown in Fig. 4. As the power goes up on
this type of rig, with one or more HEP-75s,
possibly to 10W or so, the modulation
impedance will drop below the 48£2 region.
In this area there is the 10W ‘‘universal”™
transformer with taps at 4, 8, and 16 on
one side and 8, 12, 16, 24, and 48 on the
other side, at only $3.95. A major benefit
of low-impedance solid-state devices now
becomes evident, as you don’t have to pay
for much copper.

In my transmitter, only the final is
being modulated. Tests were carried out
using only a 6V battery on the modulator
because the only 9V batteries 1 had on
hand were those little jobs for Jap radios
—and they will not furnish 500 mA!

Excellent modulation
obtained on the air, however.

A good idea for checking your own
modulation on a dummy load before you
put it on the air is to use an Amperex
TAA-300 integrated circuit, as shown in
Fig. 5. This little gem is actually a minia-
ture hi-ti set all by itself, and it really tells
you what your own rig — with your own
voice modulating it — sounds like to others
on the band. To do this you need also a set
of earphones, with good padding to keep
your voice from reaching your ears through
the air. The Lafayette Model 8X stereo
headphones ($7.95) are excellent for this,
with 8§ impedance per phone. Just con-
nect the two phones in parallel in a
three-circuit jack.

Connect a tuned diode receiver in front
of the TAA-300 to pick up the rf from the
transmitter, and use the Amperex external
circuit as shown in Fig. 5.

The TAA-300 is an excellent example of
a modern audio-type IC using eleven tran-
sistors and five diodes, with a frequency
response of 20 Hz to 25 kHz. Naturally,
vou don’t need all that range for voice

reports were
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communications work so the following
modifications were used to cut down the
highs and reduce the lows. Replace Cl, 0.6
uF, with a 0.01, and install a 0.005 across
the input jack. Regular treble and bass tone
controls can be made up but they should
be put in a minibox to minimize hum
because there is a lot of gain at 60 Hz in
the little tin can. I also put a pot in place
of the 48f) feedback shunt resistor,
because making the negative feedback
control variable has very interesting possi-
bilities, as you will see when you operate
it. The TAA-300 also makes an ideal
amplifier for any amateur receiver using
transistors.

On The Air

Not waiting to hook up an rf power
monitor, 1 connected the 50£{2 cable from
my 4-element beam through a ceramic
rotary switch for use as in Fig. 6, to change

HﬁEIFY -

(RCVR) =

Fig. 6. Send-receive switch, 6 meter, 2 watt trans-
mitter,

over the antenna and turn the receiver and
transmitter on and off, and tuned for the
same dip in the collector current that had
shown maximum power into a PR-12 3W
pilot lamp. This did the job. In October
1969, I tuned the vio to a good loud signal
on the band and he came right back to me.
This was WIZLG, a Massachusetts station
55 miles away. His report: “Modulation
very very good.”

...KICLL =
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The Lightweight Champion

with the HIGH POWER PUNCH!

No doubt about it, the Ham Cat antenna delivers! More power capability
than any of the others with lower VSWR. Higher Q than any of the others
without sacrificing broad band performance. Lower loss high-efficiency
coils provide higher radiation effectiveness than all others. And the
Ham Cat can operate at full power with less drifting.

But that’'s not all. Ham Cat features lightweight, super strength con-
struction with a shake-proof sleeve lock that folds over for garaging.
Lightweight precision-wound coils are sealed in an indestructible,
white epoxy-fiberglass sleeve with chrome-plated brass fittings.

See the Ham Cat mobile ham antenna at your Hy-Gain dealer. It's there
at a price all the others are charging for half of what you're getting in
this antenna.

ELECTRICAL

* Highest power capability.

e Nominal 52 ohm impedance —no special matching device needed.

» Widest bandwidth, highest power handling—Vs.—heat drift ratio

available.
* Lowest VSWR in any mobile available.

MECHANICAL .
* Turn-over mast is hefty 5" dia. solid rod of polished heat-treated

aluminum.

* All connections are standard 3s-24 thread.

* Mast folds over, swivels, and turns over so that it can be mounted on
bumper or deck. Flexibility makes it easy and simple to change coils.

» Coil and tip rods are one-piece assembly. Coil diameters are
constant, only lengths change.

*» Shake-proof sleeve lock facilitates quick band changeover and fold-

over for garaging.
HTaHEm Mobile Ham Antenna From Hy-Gain
HY-GAIN ELEGTRONICS GORPORATION
caT P.O. Box 5407-GK, Lincoln, Nebraska 68505

Order No. 257 Mobile mast with foldover hinge
and swivel base; solid construction. Suggested Ham Net, $16.95

Order No. 252 75 meter Ham Cat mobile coil and

tip rod. Suggested Ham Net, $19.95
Order No. 256 40 meter Ham Cat mobile coil and

tip rod. Suggested Ham Net, $17.95
Order No. 255 20 meter Ham Cat mobile coil and

tip rod. Suggested Ham Net, $15.95
Order No. 254 15 meter Ham Cat mobile coil and

tip rod. Suggested Ham Net, $12.95
Order No. 253 10 meter Ham Cat mobile coil and

tip rod. Suggested Ham Net, $10.95
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Larry Waggoner WAQ QPM
7611 Cottontail Lane
Wichita KS 67212
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he completion of the second 2 meter perform this same function with the least
TFM repeater in Wichita left me with expense and design effort. The solution
the problem of trying to monitor both was a circuit made up of a “flasher”
repeater frequencies simultaneously, on a module, two transistors, and five resistors.
one-receiver budget. Manually flipping the | call this a ‘“‘semiautomatic’ scanner
channel selector was a tiring method which  because the unit will not “lock on™ when a
set me to work on a way to electrically signal appears on a vacant channel. It

2N3053 0SC |

100 ex0 "‘ CATHODE
\

| W
2. 3 47

ARCHER
DUAL

FLASHER

277~
208 a7

220 "‘
\N 0SC 2

2N3053 CATHODE

Fig. 1. A nonlocking scanner can be made easily by using an Archer dual flasher in conjunction with
an external switching circuit,
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Fig. 2. Parts arrangement for mounting in GE Progress Line unit. When the scanner Is in operation, all
other cathode grounding circuits must be out of the circuit.

simply scans by monitoring first the F1
channel, then F2. When the operator wants
to halt the scanning action, he merely turns
off the unit by placing the frequency
selector switch on the rig to the appro-
priate channel.

My mobile rig is a GE Progress Line,
which switches receive frequencies by dc
grounding the cathode of the desired oscil-

2SBI72

Rl 220008

t* Rc+ Ra2c2

lator. The idea was to use transistors to
switch the oscillators, then make one of
the low-priced experimenter flasher
modules turn the two transistors alter-
nately on and off. The module selected was
the Radio Shack Archer dual flasher
(277-208). The Archer unit is a 6V tran-
sistor multivibrator which cost $2.50. It
can be easily duplicated, but the low-priced

0 +6V
2SBI72

L

S
25SBI72 -+ RCA SK3004

AF OUTPUT
PNP GERMANIUM

Fig. 3. Circuit diagram of the flasher module. Changing the RC values here (text) will permit variation

of the switching frequency.

NOVEMBER 1970



module is in an attractive case and includes
a mounting socket.

For cathode switching, I used 2N3053
transistors because they were on hand:
they are also very inexpensive if purchased
new. If you make any substitution, choose
a transistor that has a high collector—
emitter voltage rating to withstand the
potential difference between the floating
cathode and ground.

In the circuit (Fig. 1 ) the 100£2 resistor
is used to drop the 12V battery voltage to
the level required by the module. The 4752
half-watts are the load resistors, and the
22082 resistors are used to supply a proper

RCVR 0OSC'S
.02 uF 02 uF
;J; RF BYPASS g; RF BYPASS

applied, offer a very high resistance which
does not affect normal operation. If you
have tc rewire your receiver for remote
switching, be sure to provide an rf ground
at the tube cathode. GE uses a .02 uF
capacitor.

The Archer flasher module is designed
to operate at a frequency of 2.5 Hz. In this
way, each channel is sampled about twice a
second. The frequency can be changed by
prying open the flasher module and
changing the RC values. The circuit works
according to this formula: I found that a
frequency of 0.25 Hz was best for me (R1
and R2 20K, Cl and C2 unchanged). At

SCANNER

*F2

‘. Fi
AT TEWIICHE i - X
+12V

| QUTPUT

SCANNER
2 OUTPUT

SCANNER _

I | VOLTAGE
i INPUT

Fig. 4. This wiring diagram
shows how the frequency
selection is controlled. In
the F1 and F2 positions,
the appropriate cathode is

grounded directly. In the scan position, the cathode ground is lifted and +12V is applied to the

scanner,

keying voltage to the transistor.

The ““‘channel scanner™ can be mounted
up front with the control head or in the
trunk with the receiver, as mine is (Fig. 2).
When the unit is in operation, all other
channel grounding must be lifted. On my
rig 1 have a three-position switch which
selects .94, .82, or, in the third position,
leaves the cathodes floating and applies
voltage to the scanner. The scanner can be
permanently wired into the receiver. The
switching - transistors, with no voltage

40

this rate each channel is sampled for two
seconds. You can also “lopside’ the rate. |
sample 146.94 for two seconds and 146.82
for 0.2 second (R1 = 2K, R2 = 20K, CI
and C2 unchanged).

[ have been using the scanner for three
months with no problems. The unit may
not be as convenient as two receivers, but
for the price, the *‘channel scanner’ is a
good way to always know what is going on,
and where.

... WAQQPM =
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If you haven’t

already received
a copy of our NEW
1970 Catalog of Precision

Quartz Crystals & Electronics

for the Communications Industry,

SEND FOR YOUR COPY TODAY!

Somewhere along the line, in vir-
tually every ham repeater in the
world, you'll find a couple of Sentry
crystals.

Repeater owners and FM “old-
timers’’" don't take chances with
frequency—they can't afford to. A
lot of repeater users depend on a
receiver to be on frequency, rock
stable...in the dead of winter or the
middle of July. The repeater crowd
took a tip from the commercial
“pros’” a long time ago—and went
the Sentry Route.

That's one of the reasons you can
depend on your local repeater to be
there (precisely there) when you're
ready to use it. FM'ers use the
repeater output as a frequency stan-
dard. And for accuracy, crystals by
Sentry are THE standard.

IF YOU WANT THE BEST,
SPECIFY SENTRY CRYSTALS.

“Ask the Hams and Pros
Who Build Repeaters!”

SENTRY MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Crystal Park, Chickasha, Oklahoma 73018

PHONE: (405) 224-6780
TWX-910-830-6425




Walt Pinner WB4MYL
7304 Lorenzo Lane
Louisville KY 40228

If you don’t build, START . ..

ere are details for constructing a 3 x

5 in, solid-state automatic keyer con-
taining as few as two dozen components
and five transistors. The speed range is
from 10 wpm to far too fast for me. Over
the past two years several versions of this
keyver have been built and I have found the
circuit to be very tolerant of transistor
substitution (get ‘em out of the junkbox,
computer boards, or old transistor radios).
The current drain is low (8—15 mA) and
the unit performs well for a minimum-cost
project.

Application

If you already own a transceiver with a
built-in sidetone oscillator and have 12V ac
available, you need only build the basic
circuit Fig, 1, omitting the area in dotted
lines. The circuit may be tucked inside
your transceiver or mounted in a standard
3 x 5 in. minibox. If installed internally
any convenient front panel control may be

42

LOW GOST AUTOMATIE REVER:
A HiST PROJECT

if you do, try this one tonight

changed to one having the additional 100
k{2 speed control section needed without
the necessity of hole drilling. A clear
plastic disk may be installed behind the
existing knob for speed adjustment, there-
by maintaining the original appearance of
the rig. On units with the earphone jack on
the front panel, you may consider moving
this jack to the rear apron and installing
the speed control 1n this location.

Construction

Virtually all the components are point-
to-point wired; therefore, if you enjoy
making circuit board projects, a full-size
layout is included in Fig.2. Figure 3 is a
large component placement diagram.
Several manufacturers produce copper foil
tape, and a board may be made without
etching by merely attaching pieces of this
foil tape to heavy acetate or other base
material. When_ using this method, it is
imperative that a low-wattage soldering
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram for the keyer. Note the marked-off areas at the left and right of the basic
circuit. The enclosed area at the left is a rectifier so the power can be drawn from an existing 12V

source. The sidetone oscillator is shown at right.

Fig. 2. This drawing may be used as-is to photographically produce an etched circuit board for
the keyer assembly.
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Fig. 3. This composite sketch should help in positioning of parts on the etched board.

iron be used to protect both the tape and
the semiconductors during assembly.

A third approach is to use Vector board
or Plexiglas and drill holes using the layout
in Fig. 1, which will accept the Teflon base
pin standoffs which are so common in

many types of surplus gear and computer
boards. Using this method, only three or
four jumpers are required for the entire
project. Should you elect to use the
printed board or tape, solder all com-
ponents to the foil side of the board. This

will allow you to drop the completed
board inside the minibox or secure it inside
your rig without the need for electrical
spacers or other insulation. This approach
also saves you about 50 holes which you
may need for a later project.

The speaker and transformer came from
an old transistor radio. The last keyer I
built used a driver transformer in the
output, and even with the terrible imped-
ance mismatch there was ample volume.
Transistor Q6 can be almost any NPN
audio transistor. Transistors Q1, Q2, and
Q4 are very common on surplus boards or
are available from Poly-Paks for about a
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dime apiece. Transistor Q3 is not critical
and most NPN types work well. The
transistor used for Q5 must have a Ve
ratinge in excess of the voltage at the
transmitter during Kkey-up periods. A
2N398A has a V.. and Vy. rating of
105V, which is adequate for most trans-
mitters. I found this transistor in a surplus
pilot lamp assembly (24¢). The 1N34,
zeners, and power supply diodes are all off
computer boards, and with the exception
of the zener, which should be 14—18V,
other diodes may be substituted.

Circuit Description

This circuit, though relatively simple,
produces dots and dashes which are self-
completing. An audio oscillator provides
ample volume for group work (if incor-
porated). This unit was designed for trans-
mitters which are grid-block Kkeyed.
Cathode keying may be accomplished by
replacing the 8.2 k2 QS5 collector resistor
with a reed relay or other sensitive relay.

Transistors Q1 and Q2 produce a saw-

tooth pulse for timing. The particular
transistors used as well as the applied

voltage will affect the speed range. If you
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desire to alter this range, increase the value
of the 5 and 8 uF capacitors for slower
speeds and decrease these values for faster
speeds. Transistor Q3 acts as an amplifier,
while Q4 and Q5 form a trigger circuit to
key both the transmitter and the audio
oscillator.
Power Source

A simple but effective power supply can
be obtained by connecting a few com-
ponents across the 6V filament line, as
shown in Fig. 4. Since the current drain is

+15V

100

-""-»-_.-EVJ %

O

100
35V

Fig. 4. A simple filtered voltage doubler circuit
will convert the 6V ac filament line to 15V dc.

so small, though, a simple battery —
connected between the 100f2 resistor and
ground — will last a long time. You might
even hunt around inside your rig fora 16V
cathode resistor point and tap the neces-

sary power there.
... WB4MYL =

ANUFACTURERS
SPEC SHEETS — INSTRUCTION BOOKS

While our typesetting and art departments
are not exactly underburdened, they are not all
that flat out either. Neither is our printing
department, so if you need any spec sheets
made up or instruction booklets for your
equipment, why not get in touch with us for a
quote. We have the technical department to
write it, edit it, set it in type, take pictures of
the equipment, lay out the booklet or spec
sheet, paste it up, and print it. After all, we
turn out two rather good sized magazines a
month plus a lot of brochures, letters, pro-
motions, and even a fair amount of job work
for our locality.

Perhaps you need counter cards, posters,
bumper stickers, or almost anything else that is
printed or silk-screened?

73 Magazine @ Peterborough NH 03458
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Signal/One’s
CX7 gives you

More performance than any
transmitter/receiver com-
bination

More convenience than any
transceiver

More versatility

Compare the CX7 with any receiver
for sensitivity, selectivity
options, dynamic range,
AGC merit, VFO smooth-
ness, Iinterference rejec-
tion.

Comparethe CX7 with any trans-
mitter for continuous

power output in all
modes, P.A. ruggedness,

crisp audio punch, low
distortion, instant CW
break-in and spotting,
quick band-change.

Compare the CX7 with any trans-
ceiver for total size and

weight.

Consider the best at an amateur
retail price of $2195.

Write  for all the details of the
magnificent CX7 from
Signal/One, Box 11STO.

“It Speaks for Itself”

' Sris//orne

A Division of ECI (An NCR Subsidiary)

2200 Anvil Street No.
St. Petersburg, Fla, 33710
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Neat . . Compact . . Versatile !

Ray Grenier, K9KHW, Mail Order Sales Manager at
AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY, says:

“Operating all bands (160 thru 2 Meters) is a real pleasure with my DRAKE
4 LINE setup. You, too, can eliminate all of that extra gear and mess usually
needed for that much frequency coverage. Let me help you go the same route. .
....all the way, as | have done - or just one unit at a time.

Visit our store or write me at AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY for the best
Trade or No-Trade Deal on new DRAKE equipment. You will be surprised how
little per month it would cost you to own new DRAKE equipment when you use
our convenient Revolving Charge Plan.

Remember, too! When trading with AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY you can

use our STAY-ON-THE-AIR PLAN, which means you can keep your trade-ins
until your new equipment arrives. — Lose no operating time! CU on the air!”

The BIGGEST — The BEST - In the MIDWEST

AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY

4828 West Fond du Lac Ave. Milwaukee, Wis. 53216

Phone (414) 442-4200

STORE HOURS: Mon & Fri 9-9;: Tues, Wed & Thurs 9-5:30; Sat 9-3
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SELF-POWERED 1Gs

A new approach to power switching of ac circuits: RFI is
eliminated, power supply diodes are protected, switch contact
wear Is reduced, and tube heater life i1s extended!

cure-all to ac switching problems?
ANDI: so! But RCA’s little CA3059
integrated circuit device goes a long way in
eliminating many of the bugs we inherited
with Tesla’s genius. Formerly known as a
monolithic silicon zero-voltage switch, it is
now more handily identified by RCA’s
“CA’” number. It is no bigger than a 2W
resistor, yet 1t contains its own power
supply and all the other functions shown in
Fig, 1. When used with a half-dozen or so
other common components, it does many
wondrous things. Several are described in
this article.

Basically, we would like to accomplish
switching when there is no incoming volt-
age; that is, when the power line voltage
crosses zero. This happens twice each
cycle, or 120 times per second at 60 Hz. If
we switch at this precise moment, no
current is flowing through the switch; thus,

radio-frequency interference is eliminated,

as is contact wear. Incandescent devices,
such as tube heaters and pilot lights, which
have very low cold-resistance, are heated
up “‘gradually™ during a half-cycle if volt-
age is applied at one of the *“zero™ crossing
times. They are, therefore, not subjected to
a destructive high-current surge as before.
In the same manner, we reduce the high
surge current and minimize the peak
inverse voltage imposed on our rectifiers
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when initially turning on a power supply.
The zero-crossing detector in the CA3059
synchronizes the output pulses of its cir-
cuit with the time of zero-voltage in the ac
cycle. Figure 2 shows this relationship.

But to be useful in switching normal
loads, an external power device 1s needed.
Thyristors such as SCRs (half-wave) or
triacs (full-wave) are ideal for this purpose.
Either one is readily triggered by the 100 us
pulses from the CA3059, The zero-voltage
switch is designed primarily to trigger a
thyristor that switches a resistive load.

Because the output pulse supplied by
the CA3059 is of short duration, the
latching current of the thyristor becomes a
significant factor in determining whether
other types of loads can be switched. (The
latching-current value determines whether
the thyristor will remain in conduction
after the trigger pulse is removed.) Pro-
visions are included in the CA3059 to also
accommodate inductive loads.

For example, for load currents that are
less than approximately 4A rms (or that

are slightly inductive), it is possible to
retard the output pulse with respect fo

the zero-voltage crossing by insertion of
capacitor C, from terminal 5 to terminal 7
as shown in Fig. 1. The insertion of
capacitor C, permits switching of loads
that have a slight inductive component and
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photoelectric cell, or a simple off-on switch.

that are greater power than approximately
200W. For loads less than 200W, it is
recommended that the user employ the
RCA-40526 sensitive-gate triac with the
CA3059 because of the low latching-
current requirement of this triac.

8.3ms

—_— S —
LINE
VOLTAGE
TIME—
GATE
PULSES

Fig. 2. Timing relationship between output pulses
and the ac line voltage. Notice that the gate
pulses are present to trigger the triac at zero line

voltage.

Figure 3 shows an application which is
useful in switching noninductive loads.
Lamps and electric heaters can be con-
trolled in this circuit by a siniple switch,

NOVEMBER 1970

Fig. 1. Functional block diagram of CA3059. Few external components are required in this basic
circuit when used to trigger the gate of a triac. The sensor ma

y be a temperature-sensitive thermistor, a

photoelectric cell, or temperature-sensing
thermistor.

Inductive loads up to 200W can be
controlled by the configuration shown in
Fig. 4. In this case, terminal 12 is con-
nected to terminal 7, and the zero-crossing
detector is inhibited. Whether a “high” or
“low” voltage is produced at terminal 4 is
then dependent only upon the state of the
differential comparator within the CA3059
integrated circuit, and not upon the zero
crossing of the incoming line voltage. Of
course, in this mode of operation, the
CA3059 no longer operates as a zero-
voltage switch. However, for many applica-
tions that involve the switching of low-
current inductive loads, the amount of RFI
generated can frequently be tolerated. This
curcuitry is particularly useful as a differ-
ential comparator. Such comparators have
found widespread use as limit detectors
which compare two analog input signals
and provide a go/no-go output, depending
upon the relative magnitudes of these
signals. In many industrial control applica-
tions, a high-resolution, fast switching unit
iIs not essential. The CA3059 is ideally
suited for use in such applications.




The chart below compares some of the
operating characteristics of the CA3059,
when used as a comparator, with a typical
high-performance commercially available
IC differential comparator.

Typical IC
PARAMETERS CA3059 Comparator
1. Sensitivity 50 mV 2 mV
2, Switching speed >20MUs 90 ns
3. Output drive 4.5V at 3.2V at
capability <4mA <5 mA

The CA3059 can be used as a simple
solid-state switching device that permits ac
currents to be turned on or off with a
minimum of electrical transients and cir-
cuit noise.

The circuit shown in Fig. 5 is connected
so that after switch S1 is closed, electronic
logic waits until the power-line voltage
reaches zero before power is applied to the
load. Conversely, when the switch 1is
opened, the load current continues until it
reaches zero.

This circuit can thus switch a load at
zero current regardless of whether it is
resistive or inductive. The maximum load
current that can be switched depends on
the rating of the second triac. If it is an
RCA-2N5444, an rms current of 40A can
be switched.

o i

Fig. 3. Controller for resistive loads. The RCA
2N5444 triac can be used for load currents up to
40A. The RCA 40668 triac will switch inter-
mediate loads and the 40526 will handle lighter
loads and those which are somewhat inductive.

50

—-—-—____—_____-__
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Fig. 4. Differential comparator circuit. The load
is switched on when the voltage difference
between Vg and Vi becomes less than 50 UV.
Note the jumper between terminals 7 and 12,
which deactivates the anti-RFI feature,

Figure 6 is a schematic diagram of the
CA3059 zero-voltage switch. This should
prove helpful to the more advanced exper-
imenter who wishes to design his own
circuits for specific applications. Some of
these may include:

®Relay control
®Heater control

®Synchronous switching
of flashing lights
®Valve control ®Power one-shot control
®Lamp control ®0n-off motor switching
®Photosensitive control ®Differential comparator

By referring to the schematic and to the
functional block diagram of Fig. 1, we can
identify the following circuits within the
zero-voltage switch:

1. Limiter, power supply — permits op-

eration directly from an ac line.

2. Differential on/off sensing amplifier

— tests the condition of external
sensors or command signals. Hyster-
esis or proportional-control capability
may easily be implemented in this
section.

3. Zero-crossing detector — synchro-

nizes the output pulses of the circuit
with the time of zero-voltage in the

ac cycle to eliminate RFI when used
with resistive loads.

4, Triac gating circuit — provides
high-current pulses to the gate of the
power controlling thyristor.
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Fig. 5. Practical power switch. Heavy inductive loads can be handled by adding the 0.1 UF capacitor
and by cascading the two triacs (RCA 40526 and2N5444). With the latter heavy-duty triac, R1 should

be the highest suitable value less than 10 kL

In addition, the CA3059 also provides
a built-in protection circuit which may
be connected to remove drive from
the triac if the sensor opens or shorts. And
thyristor firing may be inhibited through
the action of an internal diode gate con-
nected to terminal 1. In addition, high-

power dc comparator operation is provided
by overriding the action of the zero-cross-
ing detector.

Additional information is available in
RCA specification sheet File 397 and
companion application note ICAN-4158.
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J1) AND R330 SERIES COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVER

At a time when Communications equip-
ment has become more sophisticated, more
reliable and more condensed in size; the
trade has been offered less and less in
variety and quality than ever before. So as
to reverse this trend we offer the 51J and
390 series receivers. Although created in
the 50’s for military surveillance work these
superb sets have been overhauled and
modernized and generally speaking are the
very best short wave communications ra-
dios available. To those of you discerning
readers who, tired of mediocrity, want the
last word — consider the purchase of a
390 or 51J.

The 390 or 390A or 391 offers digital
readout to any discrete frequency within
the range of 540 KHz thru 32 MHz to an
accuracy of 300 Hz. You can tune to WWV
or CHU while the set is off and cold —
then turn on the set — turn up the volume
and have your station perfectly tuned in.
Of maximum sensitivity, the 390 series

offers six steps of selectivity from a gate
of 100Hz thru 16KHz. Moreover, if used
for Moonbounce or sophisticated converter
work there is also an audio filter to further
narrow the bandpass to as little as 10Hz.
Two audio channels, a Geneva drive and
a remarkable avc bus are also features of
these fine sets.

We have installed compatible sideband
detector in these sets and have thoroughly
rebuilt each module such that we can
warrant each set for a full 180 days from
your receipt. Having tried the rest why
not have the best — contact us today for
a delivery schedule to meet your needs.
Prices are FOB Harvard but include Opera-
ting and Instruction Book and special ship-
ping container.

Prices for 51J) series from $600 to $1033.
Prices for 390 series from $1133 to $2033.
Call us today for more information.

HERBERT W. GORDON COMPANY

HELPING HAMS TO HELP THEMSELVES

PHONE: 617 456 -3548




Pioneer

Radio
On
The

Prairie

E. E. Krebsbach pictured

In recent years
at the KGCX mike

The scene is eastern Montana, circa 1926.
Seated before a roll top desk on which is
stacked a small but complete broadcasting
station and engaged in winding a hand-
cranked phonograph is E.E. Krebsbach, en-
trepreneur of Radio Station KGCX, then
located in Vida, Montana. The phonograph
was vital to the operation of the station, its
broadcast music being produced by the
simple expedient of placing its microphone
(which formerly saw service as a desk-stand
telephone) in front of the Victrola.

Vida, a hamlet with a population then
and now of only about fifty people was, in
1926, not blessed with electric power lines
so the seven and one-half watt signal of
KGCX was generated with the aid of a
thirty-two volt farm light plant.

Farmers of the area, their day’s work
done, would fire up their crystal sets or
perhaps a squawky Grebe regenerative re-
ceiver to listen to the evening’s program on
“that banker feller’s station over in Vida.”

o4

Dr. W.C. Hess W6CXC
Box 19-M
Pasadena CA 91102

Reception was mostly via headphones ex-
cept for those rare occasions when (wonder
of wonders) relatively distant CKCK located
in Regina, Saskatchewan, achieved loud-
speaker levels with their signals. Such an
event caused businessmen in the towns of
the area to hurry home to bring their wives
and children “down town’ to hear this
marvel of the Twentieth Century. The trip
to Main Street was made at breakneck
speeds in Model T Fords with much dust
generated from the unpaved streets, lest the
signal fade out before the entire family
heard i1t (invariably their comment was ‘It
was coming in RIGHT ON THE LOUD
SPEAKER’) and because in those days,
there usually was only one receiver in each
village, more often than not being owned by
the town physician or druggist, as befitting
persons representing Science in the com-
munity.,

The operator of the radio receiver sat
amidst a farrago of wires, dry batteries, wet
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batteries, gooseneck speaker, huge loop an-
tenna, etc., and was regarded with consider-
able respect in the community for his ability
to snatch music and voices out of the air.
The reader should understand that just

anyone could not, of course, and would not
be permitted to operate the radio receiver.
One had to be qualified as a RADIO
EXPERT. Many dials and knobs had to be
manipulated precisely to bring something
intelligible out of the squawks, squeals, and
static crashes produced by the receiver, and
if the expert was out of town, the radio was
mute until he returned. The townspeople
stood around it when it was operating,
listening on multiple pairs of headphones all
plugged into the same jack.

Telephones of the hand-cranked variety
were commonplace in the villages of the area
by the mid-Twenties, and the Montana mind
could comprehend how talking across miles
of wire was accomplished. The process of
radio broadcasting, however, was not so
easily understood. It was something tinged
with wonder, with sheer magic, with unbe-
lievability that a man could speak into a
microphone and be heard miles away with-
out benefit of any connecting wires between
the ftwo points. A radio tuned to
Krebsbach’s station was set up on a kitchen
table (the humble origin of the table was
disguised by a generous use of bunting
draped around it) at a school carnival in the
area. One Scandinavian farmer, upon being
informed that the music emanating from the
radio was coming through the air from Vida,
declared emphatically that “SUCH A TING
YUST CAN’'T BE DONE™ and explained the
whole phenomenon away as being accomp-
lished with the use of a phonograph con-
cealed under the table’s bunting.

Early operation of the station was ex-
tremely informal, and the financial rewards
small. Krebsbach once accepted a rooster as
fee for advertising a sale of roosters. In the
absence of telephones, farmers often used it
to communicate with their homes.

Picture in your mind’s eye, if you will, a
distinguished silver-haired United States
Senator with a white-vested expanse of
abdomen of senatorial proportions, clutch-
ing the telephone mike in a well-manicured
paw, and in all seriousness, campaigning for
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re-election over KGCX. Some weeks later,
his challenger also spoke over the station,
but the strength of the signal on that
occasion was weak, due to a loose screw In
the station’s antenna system (which was all
of forty feet high) and unjustified comp-
laints of bias on the part of station manage-
ment were heard.

Vida was by far, the smallest town in the
U.S. that had a standard broadcast station.
Radio maps of the United States issued by
RCA about 1927 show a vast expanse of
Western territory devoid of dots representing
broadcast stations except for the one design-
ating KGCX.

In addition to lacking electric power
lines, indoor plumbing (to this day, it is still
equipped with what the flowery French call
“chalets de necessite’’), and a number of
other metropolitan conveniences, Vida also
suffered from a lack of public transporta-
tion, inasmuch as it wasn’t served by any
railroad or bus line.

In other words, you just couldn't get
there.

Unless perhaps you could hire someone in
Wolf Point, Montana, the nearest railhead, to
make the trip to Vida in an open touring car,
but in the spring, summer and fall seasons
the road was often a sea of mud, and in the
winter it was apt to be *‘drifted in’’ (a local
colloquialism meaning the road is blocked
with snow drifts) with the temperature
standing at thirty below zero.

Here E.E. Krebsbach is pictured operating
KGCX's first tramsmitter in 1926 at Vida,

Montana.

Vida’s inaccessibility caused visits of the
District Radio Inspector (whose home base
was Seattle) to be rare, although he was
supposed to make an inspection of the
station every six mouniwns. About 1928, how-
ever, Krebsbach received a telegram re-
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questing that he meet the Inspector’s train at
Wolf Point the following morning at 9 A.M.
Hurried long-distance telephone negotiations
by Krebsbach arranged for a First Class
operator to arrive at Wolf Point on an 8
A.M. train and the trio (Owner, Engineer,
and Government Inspector) drove out to-
gether to the First State Bank of Vida,
where the Inspector retired to another room
with his equipment to make certain tests
after leaving instructions to turn on the
transmitter and to transmit a musical selec-
tion. He heard plenty of carrier wave, but no
modulation whatsoever. Understandably
flustered by the presence of the Inspector,
Krebsbach had forgotten to remove the
receiver hanging from the converted tele-
phone-microphone, which short-circuited
the mike and prevented any music from
being broadcast. This difficulty was cor-
rected, only to have the RI discover that
KGCX was regrettably occupying a position
on the radio dial twenty-two kilocycles away
from the spot assigned to it by the Depart-
ment of Commerce in far-off Washington,

D.C. Since contemporary broadcasting sta-
tions are now required to maintain their
frequency within twenty cycles, this was an
error roughly equivalent to a London-bound
jet landing in Capetown through an error in
navigation. The Inspector’s last words before
boarding his return train to Seattle were, *‘l
set your frequency—mow don’t fiddle with
it

In 1929, the station received permission
to move to Wolf Point (population 2,500)
contingent upon increasing its power to 250
watts. Mr. Krebsbach mail-ordered the re-
quired parts for the new transmitter and as
a promotion stunt, displayed the various
components of the new transmitter-to-be in
the show windows of Wolf Point’s stores.
Even the local Chinese restaurant got into
the act; the big plate transformer made a
fine prop against which to lean the fly-
specked menu.

Bert Hooper, Chief Engineer of CKCK in
Regina, Canada was summoned to Wolf
Point to assemble the new transmitter which
he did in three days and three sleepless
nights.

It looked it.

Hooper traveled to Wolf Point by means
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of an open cockpit Tiger Moth airplane,
leaving Regina on a Sunday, which was a
windy, gusty day so typical of the upper
Midwest. It was necessary to have a man
hanging on each lower wing of the aircraft to
steady it until it gained speed for take-off.
Navigation on the flight consisted of flying
low enough to read the station names on the
prairie railroad depots. Upon reaching the
International Border a stop was, of course,
mandatory to comply with the requirements
of Customs and Immigration laws. However,
the actual Boundary itself does not, in the
subject area, consist of an impenetrable
fence and a gate with barber-pole stripes as
depicted in the movies. Rather, it consists of
nothing but open and endless prairie land,
marked every half mile with a concrete post
and with Russian thistle ““tumbling weeds™
blowing back and forth from one country to
the other in utter disregard of protocol. In
those days, the Border officials were not
stationed at the Boundary itself but rather at
the nearest town to the border, which in this
case was Scobey, Montana, some sixteen
miles south of the International Line. Since
Scobey, or for that matter, no other town in
the area had an airport, a handy cow pasture

was used as a landing field. In landing, the
plane narrowly missed several holes exca-
vated by gophers and arrangements were
made to avoid such a stop on the return
flight by an agreement with the border
officials that flying twice around the Scobey
water tower would constitute sufficient id-
entification.

ONCE around would have been more
than enough, since unidentified airplanes
were sighted in that area and era only
slightly oftener than Halley’s Comet.

While Scobey had no airport, it did have
two airplanes, owned by nearby farmers who
agreed to escort the Canadian plane to a safe
(?7) landing field in Wolf Point. Now let Mr.
Hooper continue the story as related in a
recent letter to the author: “There were two
Jennys (American and Canadian World War I
training planes which two farmers had
bought in Minneapolis for $50 each) that
took off with us from Scobey to guide us to
Wolf Point. One pilot wore a brilliant red
silk shirt and the other pilot a brilliant
yellow one. They flew alongside us on the
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Ieft side. With the up and down air currents,
one minute we were looking down at them
in their cockpits and the next moment they
would be above us. Those Jennys were
equipped with OX 5 water cooled engines
and were a bit slower than us so we had to
throttle back. It was a wonderful sight. . .We
collected the various components which Ed
(Krebsbach) had placed in the various store
windows for advertising and I went to work.
The pilot, Ted Holmes, was anxious to get
back to Regina, so I worked around the
clock until nearly daylight, around 3:15
A.M. Wednesday morning. Just missed a
herd of cows in taking off, and to avoid
them (we didn’t see them until it was almost
too late), Ted pulled the stick back into his
stomach and we missed the power lines by
an inch. We got back to Regina about 6 A.M.
The Moth was equipped with an inverted six
cylinder air-cooled engine of the latest En-
glish type and we could do all of 90 mph. I
still think of those farmers and admire them
for their nerve in buying two surplus training
planes for $50 and flying them to their
farms in Montana from Minneapolis. No
licenses were required in those days. Must
admit I did a lousy job in building the
transmitter, but if I could have had a night’s
sleep and more time, I could have done a
much better job. The plane was needed back
in Canada to fly somewhere to pick up a sick
person and fly him to a Regina hospital.””
(Author’s note: Mr. Hooper did an excellent
job, considering the very short time he had
available to build a complete broadcasting
station. The wonder is that he could do it at
all in three days. The transmitters he built
for CKCK were absolutely beautiful in ap-
pearance and performance. The $50 pur-
chase price of the war-surplus airplanes
referred to included three flying lessons.
“Graduation ceremonies’” from the mini-
scule flying course consisted of a handshake
from the instructor who then pointed in a
generally west by northwest direction and
said “Montana is thataway.”’)

It will be related later in this story what
excitement was caused in the towns of the
area by an airplane circling overhead. It is
easy, therefore, to imagine the carnival
atmosphere instantly created in Wolf Point
that hot and dusty Sunday afternoon when
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not only a single airplane, but three of them
started circling the town with obvious intent
to land.

Incidentally, Hooper had passed his First
Class radiotelegraph operator’s examination
at age 15 while he was living in Vancouver,
B.C. and employed there as a telegraph
messenger boy. Shortly afterward, he arrived
home for supper one evening to find instruc-
tions awaiting him to report as Radio Officer
aboard a vessel due to sail at 8 o’clock that
evening. An obliging tailor worked overtime
to cut a foot or so off the trousers and
sleeves of a Radio Officer’s uniform to make
it fit yvoung Hooper, who was slight of build,
and gold thunderbolts affixed to the tele-
graph company’s cap completed his uniform.
He rode his bicycle to the dock, arriving at
7:45 P.M., carried the bicycle aboard and in
his haste, reported to the Captain with his
right trouser leg still furled around his ankle
and held in place with a bicycle clip, and
became perhaps the youngest “Sparks™ ever
to sail the seas.

The new transmitter tried hard to look
like the latest product of RCA, but (reflect-
ing its hasty construction) the whole effect
was touchingly like that of a small boy’s
drawing of his conception of what a trans-
mitter looks like.

It worked fine.

A tragic note in the history of the station
occurred when an operator was electrocuted
when he tried to replace a filter condenser in
the high voltage supply without interrupting
the program.

One of KGCX’s more dramatic services to
its listeners was to warn ranchers of the area
when the nearby and treacherous Missouri
River was on one of its rampages. O’ Big
Muddy has a nasty habit of changing its
channel without warning, and in the spring,
it often piles up chunks of ice, some as large
as an automobile, with resultant flooding
behind the ice jam.

Basketball was, and still is, a leading
divertisement in the small towns of the
upper Midwest during the long bleak
winters, which hardly ever last more than
seven or eight months. (An old cliche in the
region has it that the climate of the area can
be described as being eleven months of
winter, one month of poor sledding, and
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thirteen months of wind.) Once, when Wolf
Point High School was playing Poplar, Mon-
tana, the gymnasium was filled to absolute
capacity by an enthusiastic crowd. KGCX’s
announcer, unable to gain entrance, had to
borrow a step-ladder and peer through a
transom to watch the game and broadcast
the play-by-play account. When Wolf Point
reached the finals in the state basketball
tournament, local pride was outrageous and
coverage of the final game was demanded of
and provided by KGCX. A telephone was set
up on the playing court at Great Falls, and a
reporter relayed an account of the game to
an announcer in Wolf Point who broadcast
the game. One ardent Wolf Point fan, un-
willing to wait for the broadcast version of
the game, slipped unnoticed into the KGCX
studio and was monitoring the reporter’s
account of the game on one of the station’s
extension telephones. When he heard the
final score he shouted “WE WON" so loudly
it blasted the transmitter right off the air. It
was an hour before repairs could be made
and the station could give its listeners the
final story of the game.

One Saturday evening when the
Krebsbach’s were out of town (when the cat
is away, etc.), an out-of-state dance orch-
estra (Duke Snyder and His Happiness Boys)
which was barn-storming the area, dropped
in at KGCX to provide some live entertain-
ment. With the aid of a large supply of
Montana moonshine, the Boys lived up to
their name, and along with the technician
operating the station, became progressively
Happier as the evening wore on, and stayed
on the air all night, a distinct departure from
normal station policy. The hilarity knew no
bounds and as the percentage of alcohol in
the blood of the musicians increased, so did
the tempo of the music. The human nose
can detect and classify over 16,000 odors.
Whether alcoholics can smell the fusel oil in
liquor from afar or whether they are un-
erringly guided to a source of free liquor as
surely as the honey bee is directed toward
the nectar of the flowers by some not-
yet-understood sixth sense, i1s as yet un-
known, but in any event, several of the town
lushes soon increased the size of the party.
Large platters of fried oysters, fetched from
the nearby Hotel Sherman, supplied the
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calorie energy to keep the festivities going at
full blast until they were reluctantly stopped
on Sunday morning with fond farewells
(performed as only a drunk can) on the part
of all concerned, only because of the neces-
sity for the station’s engineer to run in a
broken-field stagger that would have de-
lighted the late Knute Rockne with the
station’s only microphone to one of the
town’s churches to cover a regularly sched-
uled Sunday morning church services broad-
cast. Some of the local merrymakers, stoned
beyond ambulation, remained draped over
the studio chairs and leered glassily at all
comerss, while the orchestra retired to its
sway-backed bus, which had a particularly
apt-to-break-down-any-moment look about
it, to sleep it off in time for their evening
performance.

In Wolf Point, the station was associated
with an oil company and located in that
firm’s service station. The clatter of a tire
iron, unfortunately dropped on the concrete
floor when the mike was open, would
occasionally assail the ears of KGCX’s lis-
teners. Nevertheless, the station continued
to fill a need in the area and in 1936 was
granted a power increase to 1,000 watts.

KGCX dominated the air in its domain in
more than one way during the late Twenties,
since the oil company maintained (as a
public relations device) an airplane which
roamed over an area a couple of hundred
miles in all directions from Wolf Point and
which had the box-car size letters “KGCX”’
painted on the underside of the lower wing.
As previously intimated in this story, the
appearance of ANY aircraft in the area’s sky
was cause for great excitement and if it
landed, the pilot NEVER had to walk into
town, since shortly after landing he and the
airplane would be surrounded by a crowd of
the townspeople, who had driven out for a
closer look at the flying machine and the

Superman who could actually make it fly.
The pilot, a somewhat taciturn individual
who was reported to have laughed aloud
once in 1919 or thereabouts and who
was cross-eyed beyond any hope of surgical
correction, occasionally cracked up the
plane upon taking-off or landing and such an
occurrence was, of course, THE thrill of the
summer for the village, surpassing in excite-
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ment and over-the-backyard fence con-
versations even such great events as the visit
of the Yankee-Robinson Railroad Circus
With 500 People And 200 Animals, or the
crection of the tent for the annual Chau-
tauqua. The writer remembers attending
something called a “‘rally” with his father at
the site of an oil (?) well near Mohall, North
Dakota, at which A.C. Townley, a Huey P,
Long in microcosm, was the attraction and
who arrived via airplane, which ‘““buzzed”
the crowd for dramatic effect before
landing. To be able to shake hands with
Townley was, for many a farmer in atten-
dance, worth a trip ten times the distance.
Upon being queried as to whether he was
successful in shaking hands with the Great
Person, one farmer was heard to reply, “No,
but 1 TOUCHED his sleeve.” Doughnuts and
coffee, the latter conveniently heated with
the bona-fide natural gas genuinely issuing
from the well, were served following which
samples of oil were extracted from the well
(in tomato cans lowered on a string) to
further on-the-spot sales of oil stock by the
promoters. The great advantage of the well
in question was that it produced oil already
refined. A digression to include the Townley
story was made only to assure the reader
that had it been advertised merely that an
airplane would be on hand, with rides going
for a dollar a throw (without any celebrity
being present), a large crowd, albeit not as
huge, would still have attended. Thus the
choice of an airplane as an advertising
gimmick for both the oil company and KGCX
was a brilliant one.

KGCX’s antenna actually spanned the
main street of Wolf Point, with the trans-
mitter- studio- service station building and
one antenna tower on the north side of the
street and the other windmill type tower
situated in a park-like setting on the south
side of the street. This arrangement caused
the maximum signal to be radiated in an
easterly and westerly direction, directly at
the most populated areas of the world. Too,
the ‘“‘flat-top” antenna (a type no longer
used these days) was very conducive to the
production of sky-wave signals which might
be reflected back to earth from the Kennel-
ly-Heaviside layer of the ionosphere
thousands and thousands of miles from the
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little Montana town in which they were
generated. In those embryonic days of radio,
there were few stations on the air and
consequently little or no interference
between stations. Therefore, once the signal
was started on its way from Wolf Point,
there was nothing to stop it and it might fall
back to earth in Tokyo or Tangiers or
Tampa, depending on “‘skip’ conditions and
Mrs. Krebsbach mailed out many a printed
Official Confirmation postcard from KGCX
upon frantic requests from DX listener
hobbyists living thousands of miles distant
from Montana. It takes but little projection
to place oneself in their shoes and imagine
their fascination with such an exotic-
sounding name as Wolf Point, Montana,
bringing visions of timber wolves, Indians
astride Pinto ponies attacking the military
outpost, etc., to the mind of a listener, for
example, in New York City who had never
been west of Philadelphia. Remember, this
was back in the Twenties and it wasn’t a
great span of years since such events had
actually occurred in the area in question.
The unusual placement of the antenna
towers caused hardship for a KGCX relief
operator who arrived in Wolf Point via
evening train at the height of a Montana
blizzard. (It is useless to try to describe to
those readers who have spent their lives in
Southern climes what carnival Mother Na-
ture engages in during these prairie storms,
which usually claim the lives of several
persons each winter. Suffice it to say that
visibility is often cut to five feet or perhaps
less.) This engineer, now an official of the
Federal Communications Commission, lo-
cated the *‘wrong’’ tower (the one in the
park) and spent a freezing and fruitless half
hour in the storm searching for the nerve
center of the station. The possibility that
KGCX was literally “‘working both sides of
the street’ never occurred to him. With all
stores closed (what manner of customer
would venture out in such weather?) no one
was around to help the lost engineer and it
was only by sheer accident that he stumbled
into the other tower across the street and
into the safety of the transmitter room.
Sparse population in the Wolf Point area,
coupled with adverse business there, precipi-
tated a financial crisis for the station in the
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early Forties. With total station income for
the year 1941 down to only five hundred
dollars, it was obvious that something had to
be done, and quickly. Eyeing a map of the

area, Mr. Krebsbach wisely decided that
a move to Sidney, Montana (population
5,000) with establishment of auxiliary stu-
dios in Williston, North Dakota (population
10,000) was the solution, and the Federal
Communications Commission agreed. The
move was accomplished in 1942. A compli-
cation arose when a major piece of the
equipment which had always performed
beautifully in Wolf Point, stubbornly and
positively refused to work at all in Sidney.

In 1948 KGCX secured another power
increase which required the erection of a
second tower to protect another station
hundreds of miles away from interference by
KGCX. A consulting engineer was imported
to Sidney to properly locate the new auxil-
lary tower. After much computation with
his slide-rule, he selected the exact spot and
the big job of erecting the two-hundred feet
high structure was completed. When the last
turnbuckle was tightened on the last guying
cable, he dusted off his hands and stepped
back with a smile of satisfaction to admire
his work. As a final-final check, he again
consulted his slip-stick. Gradually his eyes
opened wider and wider until they ap-
proached the size of Satsuma plums, real-
izing that he had made a monumental error
with the result that the whole tower had to
be taken down piecemeal and re-erected at a
spot some twelve feet away.

Some years later, the tower came down
again (although considerably faster) with the
suspected help of saboteurs.

During the Fifties, KGCX employed an
announcer who, like the late Jack London’s
character in Burning Daylight, attempted to
burn the candle at both ends by adopting a
daily schedule of announcing all day and
doing all night what comes naturally to
young men. While the spirit was willing
indeed, the flesh sometimes revolted from
lack of rest, and the strains of Debussy’s
Clair de Lune or other soothing music from
the studio speaker occasionally dropped the
fledgling announcer off into the kind of
sleep bordering on that from which there is
no awakening, with the result that KGCX’s
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slot on the radio dial became deathly and
apparently permanently silent. On an auto-
mobile trip a hundred miles or so distant
from Sidney, with his car radio tuned to his
favorite station, Mr. Krebsbach noticed this
state of affairs and (apparently considering it
to be somehwat less than ideal) made haste
to the nearest town and the nearest tele-
phone to correct the situation. The thoughts
of Mr. Krebsbach during the comatose an-
nouncer incident are not known to this
writer, but I am sure his fine Christian faith
remained unshaken, in contrast perhaps with
that of The Poor Sisters of Perpetual Adora-
tion, who were recently bilked of nearly
two million dollars in a Texas oil scheme and
who may now be possibly at least a nickle’s
worth less perpetually adoring.

The original KGCX transmitter has been
lost in the shuffle from town to town. Still
preserved, however, is the 32 v to 1,000 v
motor-generator (which provided the high
voltage for the type 210 final tube) its
armature frozen fast, never again to help
waft the music of the A & P Gypsies into the
blue Montana skies.
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The $125 investment in the original
transmitter has paid off handsomely; this
writer estimates that KGCX is currently
worth at least a third of a million dollars and
perhaps more.

With comic incidents long past, modern
equipment operating dependably, and with
financial problems solved, the seven and
one-half watt baby has grown into a power-
ful five thousand watt giant which blankets a
large area with its Mutual network and local
programs.

Fortune has smiled twice upon Wolf
Point since, for the second time, it had a
radio station thrust upon it when, in 1957,
after business conditions had improved
there, Mr. Krebsbach returned to his old
stamping grounds after an absence of fifteen
years and built KVCK there, a one-
thousand watt sister of KGCX.

Mr. Krebsbach, although in declining
health, continues as this is being written as
owner and General Manager of KGCX and
deserves the heartiest of congratulations for
building his station from a back-room hobby
into the respected and important entity it is
today s WOEXC
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This is the age of the transceiver in ham
band operation. Although there are
many medium- to high-power commercial
SSB packages available with self-contained
transmitter and receiver, there is not much
to choose from for low-power CW work.
This article describes a small unit
which is solid-state and provides about 2W
input with a self-contained battery power
supply. The receiver is simple but quite
effective for CW work, and its performance
matches that of the cheaper superhets. All
the components are readily available and
no special parts were used in the design.
Since the transmitter is crystal-controlled,
this little rig would make an ideal be-
ginning station for the Novice.

Receiver

A QST article by D. DeMaw (May
1969) described a solid-state direct conver-

sion receiver using an RCA linear inte-
grated circuit. This design requires a mini-
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—
Calvin Sondgeroth W9ZTK
715 North Elm Street
Sandwich IL 60548

I.[,

mum of parts for CW (and sideband)
reception since the incoming signal 1is
mixed with a local oscillator at the signal
frequency for audio output directly from
the product detector. Although the selec-
tivity is not as good as a superhet with i-f
conversion, the results are entirely ade-
quate for general operation. The receiver
far outperforms any superregenerative set |
have built, and I've tried many circuits.

The front end is double-tuned to pre-
vent responses on strong signals outside the
40 meter band; two toroids tuned with a
140 pF double-section variable capacitor
accomplish this, as shown in the transceiver
schematic, Fig. 1. The incoming signal is
lightly coupled to the IC product detector
to prevent loading the input circuits, and
the local oscillator uses an identical toroid
in its tuned circuit. The oscillator circuit is
tuned by a 50 pF variable with a small
trimmer in series to adjust the bandspread
to cover the full 180 degrees on the dial.
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Audio from the detector i1s coupled out
through a small transistor interstage trans-
former with a 10 k{) potentiometer across
the secondary as a gain control. A single
stage of audio amplification precedes the
audio amplifier, which is the push-pull
audio section salvaged from an old transis-
tor broadcast radio. This generates plenty
of audio to drive a small loudspeaker (also
from the BC set); and if just headphone
operation is desired, the 2N3391A will
provide enough output by itself.

The original article on this receiver used
an audio bandpass filter between the detec-
tor and the audio amplifier. This had two
large toroids and, in the interest of size
reduction, a low-pass filter consisting of a
single LC section provides adequate cutoff
of high-frequency hiss and noise which is
present without any filtering at all.

The inductance in the filter is the
secondary of an interstage audio trans-
former shunted with a 0.1 uF capacitor to
ground; this arrangement cuts off around
2000 Hz. The capacitance value can be
adjusted to provide proper cutoff with the
particular audio transformer used. The
receiver is usable without the filter, but the
high-frequency components in the detector
output become annoying after an extended
period of operation.

It will be noted that two 9V batteries
are shown on the schematic to power the
receiver section. This was done because the
rf—first audio portion used a negative
ground system while the push-pull output
of most of the small imported radios uses a
positive ground system, and the output
transformer secondary has one side tied
directly to ground. Various ground arrange-
ments were tried to eliminate one of the
batteries, but the two-battery setup was
finally decided upon. This does split up the
load on the batteries somewhat and in-
creases their life. The rf portion draws
about 15 mA and the audio section any-
where from 10 to 50 mA on strong audio
peaks.

CW Monitor

A unijunction audio oscillator 1S In-
cluded on the audio output module for
monitoring while transmitting. The moni-
tor output is fed into the audio output
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amplifier after the gain control, and the
monitor level is set for suitable volume
which is independent of the receiver vol-
ume control setting. Voltage for the moni-
tor is obtained from the transmitter supply
and it 1s keyed along with the transmitter.
The 100 k§2 resistor and the 0.01 uF
capacitor in the emitter lead of the uni-
junction provide an audio tone of about
600 Hz; this can be raised by lowering the
value of the emitter resistor if you prefer a
monitor pitch of higher frequency.

Transmitter
The transmitter, crystal-controlled for
simplicity, used three 2N697 transis-

tors — two in the rf section and the third as
a switch for keying. The keying switch was
added to reduce the current through the
key contacts, although it could easily be
eliminated and the final connected to the
negative supply continuously, since it does
not draw any current without drive from
the oscillator. The keying arrangement
shown was a result of using the transmitter
which had already been built when the
transceiver idea came up.

The oscillator is connected in a Pierce
circuit with the crystal between collector
and base. The 1 k{2 potentiometer in the
emitter controls the drive to the final. The
oscillator collector uses a slug-tuned coil
with a small link wound over the cold end
to the couple into the final amplifier.

The final, operated without any bias,
runs class C. It uses a pi network in the
output circuit,

SWR Bridge and Meter Circuit

For tuneup while operating portable it
was considered desirable to include some
means of monitoring final collector current
as well as some way of indicating when a
match to the antenna was obtained, since
random-length antennas are convenient. A
small pilot light could be used to indicate
relative current in the final, but the addi-
tion of the 0—1 mA meter and the swr
bridge has proved its worth in the field.

Please Use Your
Zip Code When
Writing 73
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The meter is set by a three-position
switch to read either final-stage emitter
current or forward or reflected power. For
emitter-current readings, the voltage across
a 102 resistor in the emitter lead gives a
full-scale reading of approximately 100 mA
with the meter specified. A 20 k{2 poten-
tiometer is connected in series with the
meter for swr measurements and must be
set to zero resistance for final current
indications.

The swr bridge is standard in design
except for the two transistors added as dc
amplifiers. They were found necessary to
get indications with the low power output
of the transmitter. The gain mismatch
between transistors does not really allow
the swr to be measured accurately, but a
good indication of a proper match to a 50
or 72§) coax line can be obtained by
adjusting for minimum reflected power and
maximum forward power. A two-section
switching arrangement could be used to
eliminate one of the transistors, thus pro-
viding more accurate readings. The bridge
conductor is a piece of % in. copper tubing;
the pickup wires are of 14 AWG solid wire.
The assembly is built in a small channel
bent up out of aluminum sheet metal as
shown in Fig. 2. In order to get readings
with the bridge it must be mounted off the
main chassis with an insulating spacer and
the channel connected to ground via the
coax shield on the input and output only.

Construction

The main housing for the transceiver is
a Bud SC-3030, which is 6 x 10 x 7 in. This
volume allows construction without crowd-
ing yet keeps the unit small enough to be
easily portable. The transmitter is built on
a separate minibox 2% x 2% x 5 in. and can
be put together as a separate unit with a
couple of leads provided for a crystal
socket on the front panel of the main
enclosure. The transmitter is mounted to
the front panel by the key jack which has

one side tied directly to ground. In addi-

tion, a barrier terminal strip was provided
on the rear panel for connection of an ac
power supply for fixed station work. The
drive control potentiometer was mounted
inside the transmitter since it is not ad-
justed in normal operation. The final am-
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plifier transistor was mounted on a piece of
.040 aluminum about 2 in. square which
serves as a heatsink. Since the collector is
connected to the transistor case, the heat-
sink must be insulated from ground.

A twice-size PC board layout for the
receiver rf—first audio section is shown in
Fig. 3. The integrated circuit is soldered
directly into the circuit board, although a
socket can be used. Don’t be too con-
cerned about damaging the integrated cir-
cuit., The one here had to be removed from
the board once by cutting the leads above
the board and remounted by soldering
extension leads to it indicating that these
little devices are really quite rugged. With-
out a proper unsoldering tool, it is difficult
to remove the IC once it has been soldered
in so a socket might be a good idea even
though the board is not laid out for one,

To facilitate parts placement and circuit
identification, the composite layout/
schematic of Fig. 4 is included. This should
help to speed your final assembly process.

The audio output amplifier from the
discarded broadcast set was mounted on a
small piece of Vector board along with the
components for the CW monitor. For-
tunately, the radio I dismantled had been
built in two sections, with the audio stages
on a separate small circuit board. Other
radios might have to be operated on to get
just the audio section to use in the trans-
ceiver. The input to the amplifier can be
located by tracing down the leads going to
the volume control in the original radio.
The wiper arm on the control is connected
to the input.

The receiver modules are mounted to a
small subchassis which was extensively
worked on with tin shears. It is made from
a standard open-end 5 x 7 x 1% in.
aluminum chassis. The front is cut off to
clear the controls on the front panel and
the rest notched and cut where necessary
to clear the main enclosure. A vertical
shield was positioned across the transceiver
between the receiver and transmitter, al-
though this is probably not absolutely
essential.

The subchassis provides adequate
mounting space at the center (between
receiver and transmitter) for the transmit-
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THE BEST

2 METER
CONVERTER

144-146 MHz in. 28-30 MHz out
or 146-148 MHz with a second crystal
Available at $4.95 each.

A full description of this fantastic converter

would fill this page, but you can take our word
for it (or those of thousands of satisfied users)
that it’s the best. The reason is simple—we une
three RCA dual gate MOSFETSs, one bipolar
and 3 diodes in the best circuit ever. Still not
convinced?Then send for our free catalog and
get the full description, plus photos and even
the schematic.

Can’t wait?Then send us a postal money order
for $39.95 and we’ll rush the 407 out to you.
NOTE: The Model 407 is also available in any
frequency combination up to 450 MHz (some
at higher prices) as listed in our catalog.

*New York City and State residents add local sales tax,

VANGUARD LABS

Dept. H, 196-23 Jamaica Ave., Hollis, N.Y. 11423

1.5 VOLT BATTERY

ter batteries and the two 9V batteries are
mounted to the rear enclosure wall with a
homemade bracket of sheet aluminum. The
1.5V penlight cell is mounted on the swr
bridge channel as shown in Fig. 2.

The swr bridge is mounted near the rear
of the transmitter and the bridge channel is
insulated from the main enclosure as men-
tioned above. Connection to the bridge
should be made with small coaxial cable
going to the transmitter pi network and the
transmit—receive switch. Similar coax 1is
used to connect the receiver and antenna
connector to the switch.

The photographs show the general con-
struction and panel layout used, but other
builders may find other arrangements more
desirable. The general layout is suggested as
a logical one.

Adjustment and Tuneup

When the receiver i1s operating, the
oscillator frequency is adjusted to cover 40
meters by alternately padding the tuned
circuit with fixed capacitance and varying
the trimmer in series with the main tuning
capacitor to achieve the desired band-
spread. By setting the trimmer, the entire

174" COPPER

TUBING

PICK-UP WIRES—NO. 14

INSULATED FROM
MAIN CHASSIS.

- GROUND BY COAX
SHIELD ONLY.

2N233A

METER SWITCH
O~ mA

Fig. 2. Swr bridge assembly and placement data.
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Fig. 3. Double-size PC board layout for the rf/af
section of the receiver.

band can be tuned or the bandspread
limited to just the CW portion. Other
arrangements might give different band-
spread, but the transceiver described
covered the first 100 kHz of 40m over
about half the dial and the other 200 kHz
over the second half, which was felt to be
about right and allowed for monitoring
sideband as well as CHU just above the top
band edge for time checks as an added
bonus.

Some trouble with the local oscillator
was experienced at first: Spurious re-
sponses were obtained, with 7 MHz ap-
pearing at several places on the dial. This
indicated that the oscillator was operating
at too high a level, which generated un-
wanted outputs. The two capacitors in
series from base to ground on the oscillator
determine the amount of feedback and the
values were set as shown so that the
oscillator provides just enough signal to
beat against the incoming signal.

NOVEMBER 1970

®

PR N TN T e (N ST NN

Digital
Frequency Meter

@ Monitors your ““transmitted’’ signal

® Measures Khz and Mhz I

® Operates with any exciter-transmitter
(1 to 600 watts—up to 30 Mhz)

@® Large-bright “Nixie’ display

FM-6 Kit . . ..$139.95 |
Micro-2Z2 Co.

Box 2426 Rolling Hills, Calif. 90274
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The audio output section and the CW
monitor can be checked by connecting the
monitor to the transmitter supply and
making sure that the audio tone is of the
desired level and pitch.

When first tuning up the transmitter, it
is a good idea to disconnect the final
amplifier until the crystal oscillator 1s
operating properly. The oscillator collector
coil slug should be tuned up for proper
oscillation and keying. With the final con-
nected turn the drive control pot for
minimum drive (maximum resistance) and
switch the meter to read final emitter
current. (The transmitter should have a
dummy load connected during all tests!)

With the oscillator working, increase
the drive to the final and adjust the
oscillator coil slug and the drive control for
around 100 mA of emitter current with
24V collector supply. This gives a little

over 2W input to the final and is the
normal level for CW operation. A 51§

(1W) resistor makes an ideal dummy load

and it should get warm to the touch after
several minutes dissipating the output from

the transmitter. A No. 47 pilot light can
also be used as a load for indications of
maximum output and should light to about
full brilliance when the rig is properly
loaded up and tuned.

When proper operation into a dummy
load is verified, the transmitter can be
connected to an antenna and the matching
network adjusted in the usual way for
proper loading. It is possible to QSY over
100 kHz of the CW portion of 40m
without retuning either the crystal oscil-
lator or final amplifier, with only a shight
readjustment of the antenna coupler.

Results and Afterthoughts
Results with this little transceiver have

AUDIC: ouT

3800

S
(7o)

S

002 12000

2N3391A

~
\
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Fig. 4. This composite sketch shows positioning of components on the etched board.
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been very good. A watt of power into the
antenna may not seem like a lot to the
kilowatt operator, but don’t underestimate
the punch of the signal. I have had stations
at 400 miles during daylight operation
insist on giving me a 599 report. In general,
stations come back to the first call (unless
you're covered up by a higher power
station calling) and your contact probably
won’'t know you are QRP until you tell
him. Crystal control does limit the opera-
ting convenience somewhat with low
power.

Since the receiver has an oscillator right
ol the operating frequency some will
probably wonder why it is not used as a
transmitting vfo also. The answer is that it
can and if I were building this unit again I
would probably include vfo operation. In
fact, some checks were made using the
receiver oscillator as a rfo with moderate
success. However, the output of the local
oscillator is quite low and it was necessary
to provide a comple of stages of rather high
gain to properly drive the transmitter.
These tended to be somewhat unstable in
operation and the vfo idea was abandoned,
without too much work done in that
direction. A conversion-type receiver
would probably be better in this respect
with the vfo operating at a frequency
different than that of the transmitter.

With a suitable antenna coupler or
matching network the rig will load into just
about any piece of wire for pertable work.
Operation from the home station has been
with a Windom antenna cut for 40m and

fed with single wire. This still requires an
L-network between the transmitter and

Photo showing shielding and construction of 40m
transmitter and receiver in main chassis housing.
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antenna for proper matching. A coax fed
dipole should work connected directly to
the transceiver antenna connector.

Receiver performance has been excep-
tional and sure beats using a regenerative
set with its limited audio output and
instability, Drift from a cold start with this
receiver is practically nil and it can be used
to copy sideband signals with no trouble at
all. For CW work, a more selective audio
bandpass filter can be used either in place
of the low-pass filter inside the transceiver
or in the headphone line. A couple of 88
mH toroids and some 0.5 uF capacitors
will increase the selectivity markedly when
connected as an audio filter. For general
operation the filter is not necessary and it
does prevent good copy on sideband sig-
nals.

With the addition of a balanced modu-
lator, this setup could provide the basis for
a simple little sideband rig using the audio
section for the speech amplifier, generating
a double sideband signal at 7 MHz.

Using currently available transistors,
this little transceiver can be used to drive a
class C stage to 15 or 20W for a little more
signal, but at these power levels a battery
of rather monstrous proportions is re-
quired; the 2W power level is just about
right for the mercury batteries used. And
20W isn’t really QRP anyway.

Table of Parts

C1 — 140 pF peri section, dual variable capacitor

C2 — 9—-35 pF ceramic trimmer

C3 — Main tuning 50 pF variable capacitor

C4 — 365 pF broadcast variable

CR1 — 5.6V zener, TN708 or equivalent

T1 — Interstage audio transformer 1.2—20 k§2
6-T-12 PC (Allied Radio)

BA1, BA2 — 9V batteries

BA3 — 5V cell

BA4 — Two 12V batteries
TR289 or equivalent

IC1 — RCA CA3028A

L1 — 5 turns 28 AWG spaced over L2

L2, L3, L4 — 36 turns 32 AWG wound on .380
diameter toroid core (Arnold A4-380-
125-SF)

L5 — 12 turns 28 AWG close-wound on 3/8 in.
diameter slug-tuned form

L6 — 3 turns 22 AWG over B+ end of L5

L7 — B&W Miniductor ¥ in. 16 TPI, 1 in. long

M1 — 0-1 mA meter (Emico Model 13)

Main tuning dial — Millen Type 10039 midget
panel dial

in series, Mallory

.. .WOZTK™=
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ou say you just finished building that

2 meter rig and want to find out how
much power you're running but can’t
afford to buy a wattmeter? You've been
calling **CQ 80 QRP"” all day with vour
quarter-watt wonder and nobody is answer-
ing? Then get yourself up, go down into
the workshop, and build yourself a neato-
keeno handy-dandy wattmeter.

If we are going to build a wattmeter,
let’s consider what we want. Accuracy and
ease of calibration, as well as simplicity in
construction are prime requisites. The
meter described here 1S as accurate as
components allow, and it’s easy to build.
The calibration is logarithmic, which means
that a simple graph is possible, and easier
than changing the meter scale.

For the mathematicians, | will present
the formulas upon which this device is
based, and ways of modifying it; for those
of you who avoid math whenever you can,
look at the graphs and skip these few
paragraphs.

To spare undue complexity, assume
51§2 line — other values can be dealt with
later. Perhaps the easiest parameter to
measure, and one that is proportional to
power, 1s rf voltage. A voltmeter can be
made most easily with a series resistor and
a 0—-1 mA meter. Now let’s plunge into the
actual calculations.
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Assume W is the full-scale meter reading
in watts, Z is the line impedance, E 1s the
voltage measured, | is the full-scale meter
reading in amps of the basic meter, and R
is the value of the series resistor in ohms.
We know that the voltage (IR) is equal to
the square root of *“‘impedance times
power,” or 14.270V. Now, since the volt-
age and the current (.00l A because the
full-scale movement is 1 mA) are known,
simple division yields 14,270. The resistor
value, then, is 14.270 kf2. The upper
portion of Fig. | is a graph that will enable
the nonmathematician to choose the value
of the resistor for full-scale readings up to
4 kW, with 51£2 line and a 0—1 mA meter.

Why 4 kW with an amateur power limit
of 1 kW? A look at the bottom half of Fig.
I will explain. Although this 1s the calibra-
tion of the prototype, for 4W full scale, it
will double for 40, 400, or 4000W. A
half-scale reading, 0.5 mA, corresponds to
IW (1 kW, etc.). This spreads out the range
below | kW for ease of reading and
measuring.

Now get out that soldering copper and
gas pliers, and build it. As the schematic
(Fig. 2) shows, the circuit is a basic
rectifying type rf voltmeter. The prototype
was built in a small can of the plug-in-
module variety that was scrounged from
the junkbox. About the only critical part is
the series resistor. The capacitors in the
prototype were mica, but ceramic disks
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A CRYSTAL FILTERS

By KVG of WEST GERMANY

High performance 9 and 10.7 MHz crystal filters
for SSB, FM, AM and CW application.

Small size (1-27/64" x 1-3/64" x %*") perfectly
suited for miniaturized solid-state equipment.

Filter Type XF-9A XF-9B XF-9C XF-9D XF-9E XF-9M
Application ik FM CcCw
Transmit

Number of Filter Crystals 5 8 I 8 4

Bandwidth (6 dB down) 2.5 kHz 2.4 kHz 3.75 kHz2 5.0 kHz 12.0 kHz 0.5 kHz

Passband Ripple <1 dB <2dB | <2dB <2 dB <2 dB <1 dB

Insertion Loss <3dB__ | <35d8 | <3548 <3.5 dB <3 dB dB

InEUtDUtpUL z.| 50080 500 50081 50082 I 120 500

Termination Cq 30 pF 30 pF 30 pF 30 pF 30 pF 30 pF

(6:60 dB) 1.8| (6:60 dB) 1.8] (6:60 dB) 1.8]|(6:60 dB) 1.8|(6:40 dB) 2.5

BRRAps P ctar (6:50 dB) 1.7) 680 dB) 2.2[ (6:80 9B) 2.2| (6:80 9B) 2.2|(6:80 dB) 2.2|(6:60 dB) 4.4

Stop Band Attenuation <45 dB 1 <100 dB <100 dB <100 dB <90 dB <90dB

Price $21.95 | $30.25 $32.45 $32.45 $32.45 $23.00
Matching HC-25/U crystals: 8998.5 (USB), 8999.0 (8F0) (@) SPECTRUM
9000.0 (carrier) 9001.5 (LSB). $2.75 each. INTERNATIONAL

10.7 MHz filters for 20, 25 and 50 kHz FM
channel separation. 8 pole type. . $30.25 each.

BOX 87G TOPSFIELD
MASSACHUSETTS 01983

P

RF MULTIMETER -1 mv. to 1v. D-C and RF to 1
Ghz.; VSWR 1.35 & 3.00 full scale; O to 60 dB.;
many other features: Model RFM-1.

VSWR BRIDGE SET — Precise swept frequency or cw
VSWR measurement to 2 Ghz.; includes bridge,
termination, and mismatches: Model RCS-1,

BEROADBAND RF AMP — 30 dB. gain minimum 10
to 150 MHz; 10 dB. gain minimum to 500 MHz;
noise figure is 6§ dB. maximum: Model BBA-1.

PREMIUM RF AMP — Same as above but with low
noise transistors and selected components, noise
figure is 3 dB. maximum: Model BBA-1P.

GET YOUR NEW

BEROADBAND DETECTORS — Coaxial RF detectors
in BNC type male and female, high efficiency; 1
MHz. to 1 GHz. + 1 dB. Model CRD-1,2.

PEAK-N-NOTCH FILTER — Tunable by front panel
contral from 100 to 2500 Hz.; 25 dB. peak or
notch selectable by switch; unity voltage gain; will
drive phones or small speaker: Model PNN-1,

Write for More Information and Discount Prices
RADIATION DEVICES CO.
P.O. Box 8450, BALITMORE, MD. 21234

" GUNSMOKE?

Blow your mind on our back
iIssue bargain bunch, 30 (count
‘em) assorted (we hope) back
issues, all before 1968, for the
incredibly low price of $6 post-
paid (hardly pays for the post-
age). These are packed by slave
labor (to cut costs) so please ig-
nore notes calling for help, etc.
that may be slipped into the
bundles. 73 Gunsmoke, Peter-

Jf borough NH 03458. Send cash,
check or negotiable securities.

/4

ISSUE NOW!

Over 283,000 QTHs
in the U.S. edition

$7.95

Over 135,000 QTHs
in the DX edition

$5.95

See your favorite dealer or
order direct (add 25¢ for
mailing in U.S., Possessions
& Canada. Elsewhere add

These valuable EXTRA features

included in both editions! 50¢).
o QSL Managers Around the e Radio Amateurs' Prefixes
World! by Countries!
o E"lnsuihnl tl:hdin l;mladt'lur: e A.R.R.L. Phonetic Alphabet!
FONENGUS WIS Werte: e Where To Buy!
® Radio Amateurs’ License o great Circle Bearings!
e World Prefix Map! e International Postal

Information!
Plus much more!

"bﬂﬂkmc-

Dept. B. 925 Sherwood Drive
Lake Bluff, 111. 60044

e [nternational Radio
Amateur Prefixes

FREE

BROCHURE!
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Fig. 1. Logarithmic plots for determining power.

The upper curve gives resistance values for

determining what the full-scale meter deflection will be (remember to multiply the series resistance
value shown on the chart by 12 kQ}. The lower curve will allow you to determine your precise power

out if you use a 0—1 mA meter.

Front view of unit.

would work as well. The diode can be a
IN34A, IN270, INS52, IN38A, or just
about anything else. Use the old ham’s rule
of thumb: **When in doubt, try it out!”
Two sockets might prove more con-
venient rather than one with a coaxial tee

NOVEMBER 1970

as shown. Conventional minibox construc-
tion or building into a new or existing rig
will be more than adequate. Point-to-point
wiring iS used to permit compactness and
reduce lead length.

“Fine,” you say, “but I don’t have a
huge mound of test equipment. How do |
calibrate it?” That is the beauty of it —
you don’t! If the series resistor is accurate,
the meter will be self-calibrating to a log
scale. Remember, you know R and Z, and
the full-scale W. Now assume a half-scale

IH3;+ mm:ﬂ Q-1 &
I ool ‘T‘ oo
/% /J; /77

Fig. 2. Schematic diagram of the simple, accu-
rate, and easy-to-build rf wattmeter.

.I.
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MORE RANGE ...
with NO NOISE

CUSTOM SYSTEMS
KITS ® ACCESSORIES

/

ELECTRO:
SHIELD

ELIMINATE IGNITION NOISE

ELECTRO - SHIELD®
YOUR ENGINE

_FROM _$44.95
ESTES ENGINEERING CO.

543 W. 184th St., Gardena, Calif. 90247

EXTRA GLADS LIGENSE
olUDY COURSE BOOR

HARDBOUND!

The Extra Class License Study Guide is now
available in hardbound book form as a perma-
nent addition to your radio library. This i1s the
complete course that was published in 73,
covering every technical phase of the new
license exams for this highest class of amateur
license. This also covers, in the easiest to
understand form, just about every technical
question likely to be asked on the First Class
Radiotelephone exam.

This is the first study course ever published
that is written so the newcomer to radio can
understand it. With this book you can face the
FCC exams knowing that you understand the
theory and with no fear of rewritten questions.

Extra Class Study Guide
Hardbound, postpaid USA ........... $4.95

RADIO BOOKSHOP
Peterborough NH 03458
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Connection to transmitter with dummy load (see
text).

reading, [ =0.0005, and calculate W for
half-scale. Plot these two points at 1.0 and
0.5 mA on Fig. 1, and connect by a
straight line, which you may extend the
length of the graph.

Connection to transmitter with antenna con-

nected.

Install the meter through a coaxial tee
at your antenna connector, or through
some other predetermined means, and
terminate with a dummy load. The one
seen in the picture is three 15082 resistors
in parallel, dipped in epoxy, shielded with
a copper braid, and installed on a BNC
plug. Apply power and read the meter.
That’s it! The meter can be used with an
antenna if your swr is below about 1.2:1.

So what did | promise? A low-cost, rf
wattmeter that is inexpensive enough for
the Novice, practical and useful enough for
the General, and “Extra’ accurate. Go raid
the junkbox, and add a worthwhile piece
of gear to your shack.

...WA3AJR =
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Mitchel Katz W2KPE
147-11 76th Avenue
Flushing NY 11367

Calibrate that Calibrator

Must modern receivers and transcelivers
in use today rely upon a 100 kHz
crystal oscillator to calibrate the tuning
dial. While some of the calibrators are built
in, others come as outboard accessories. In
any event the operation of each is the
same.

By this time we all probably know what
“zero beating” is. The 100 kHz oscillator
in order to serve as a calibrator must be
“zeroed” to some standard frequency such
as the WWYV carrier frequency on 5, 10, 15,
20, etc. MHz. With a CW or AM receiver,
we can very easily tune through the zero
beat point. On SSB receivers because one
of the sidebands is missing we can only
hear the one side as we approach zero. The
other side of zero is greatly attenuated and
may possibly not be heard at all. To
further complicate matters for us in trying
to calibrate the 100 kHz oscillator, as we
can only hear down to about 20 Hz, we
can’t zero in any closer than this. Leaving
the receiver at this point, we next turn on
the 100 kHz calibrate oscillator. After a
suitable warm up period, we turn the tune
control of the oscillator and again adjust
for a zero beat condition against the WWV
frequency. With this method of calibration
we have several possible sources of error.
First in zeroing WWV with the receiver
beat frequency oscillator and then zero
beating the 100 kHz calibrator against the
bfo. Each of these adjustments is limited to
the lower limit of our hearing range, as well
as the fact that we are obtaining the zero
beat at a relatively low i-f frequency.

A more accurate method of calibrating
the 100 kHz oscillator will now be dis-
cussed. After the receiver and calibrator
oscillator have been warmed up for about
30 minutes, tune in WWYV on a frequency
that produces a fairly good, steady signal.
Adjust the tuning for maximum reading on
the S-meter. Having tuned in WWV, turn
off the beat frequency oscillator. Now turn
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on the 100 kHz oscillator that is to be
calibrated. If a harmonic of this oscillator
is fairly close to the WWYV frequency, a
beat note will be heard. At this time adjust
the calibrator ‘“‘crystal tune” control and
the S-meter will start pulsing from a
maximum to a minimum value. The closer
you get to dead center the slower the

pulsing action will become. It is fairly easy
to come down to 1 pulse per second with
this method. If your receiver doesn’t have a
meter, you can also hear this pulsation very
clearly. In any event you would always
tune for the slowest pulse rate.

Note that with this method we have
adjusted the calibrator frequency harmonic
directly to the WWYV carrier rather than to
a low 1-f. We have eliminated one zero
beating step, and this, together with the
fact that we are obtaining the zero beat at
a much higher frequency, will provide
greater accuracy.

Having described the method, here are a
few points of general interest:

1. Before attempting any calibration let
the equipment heat up for at least a half
hour to stabilize.

2. After tuning in WWV, wait until the
400 Hz modulating tone goes off before
adjusting the calibrator. If not, you may
find later that you zero beat the 400 Hz
instead of the carrier frequency!

3. The levels produced in the receiver by
WWYV and the calibrator oscillator should
be about equal to produce a good beat
between the two frequencies.

4. Use the highest WWV frequency that
will produce a good, stable signal in the
receiver. Certainly a 1 pulse per second
beat at 20 MHz will provide greater calibra-
tion accuracy than 1 pps beat at 5 MHz or
better yet than 455 kHz! The accuracy will
be considerably greater and it is no more
difficult to come by.

Mitchel Katz W2KPE =
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VHF ANTENNAS

This handbook is a complete collection of up-to-
date information about VHF and UHF antennas,

with design hints, construction and theory. If
you've been wondering what array you need, this
book will give you enough background to make the
right decision. $3

ADVANCED CLASS STUDY GUIDE

128 pages of up-to-the-minute simplified theory,
written with the beginning radio amateur in mind.
This unigue book covers all aspects of the theory
exam for the Advanced Class license and has
helped hundreds of hams to sail through the
exam. . .nothing else like it in print, $3

DIODE CIRCUITS HANDBOOK

An invaluable reference book. Covers rectifiers,
mixers, detectors, modulators, FM detectors, noise
limiters, AGC, BFO/Q-multiplier, AFC, Varicap
tuning audio clippers, balanced mods, field-
strength meters, RF probes, zeners, control cir-
cuits, etc. 111 different circuits. $1

COAX HANDBOOK

Invaluable book for the ham or the lab and for
everyone else who doesn’t want to have to keep a
whole library on hand for reference.. .or even
worse, have to write to the manufacturer for coax

spec. $3
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v VHF Antennas ........ $3.00

: Advanced Class ....... . $3.00

o Diode Circuits Handbook . $1.00 Address
$ 73 Transistor Circuits. . . . $1.00

S Index to Surplus., . ..... . $1.50

° DX Handbook ......... $3.00

S Simplified Math . .. ..... $ .50

: Coax Handbook. . .... .. $3.00

p FM Anthology ......... $3.00
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Books shipped prepaid in US and Canada.

73 Magazine

Peterborough, N. H. 03458

73 USEFUL TRANSISTOR CIRCUITS

If you've been looking for a transistor circuit to do
a special job, chances are there is a circuit in this
book that will give you a head start. It covers
circuits for audio, receivers, transmitters and test
equipment. $1

INDEX TO SURPLUS

Do you have a piece of surplus equipment that you
want to convert but can’t find an article? If so, this
iIs the book you need. It lists all of the surplus
articles and conversions in popular electronic and

amateur magazines from 1945 to 1966. $1.50
DX HANDBOOK
Includes giant world country-zone wall map.

Articles on QSL design secrets, winning DX con-
tests, DXCC rules, DXpeditions, reciprocal licen-
sing and many more. World postage rates, WAZ
record lists, time charts, propagation, etc. Special
ham maps and bearing charts. A must for the
D Xer. $3

SIMPLIFIED MATH

Does math scare you? — It shouldn’t. This easy-to
understand book explains the simplified expo-
nential system of arithmetic, simple formulas,
logarithms, and their application to the ham
shack. 50¢

FM ANTHOLOGY

Vol. I. This book is largely a collection from FM
Bulletin, edited by KEMVH and WABUTB.
The material is taken from the editions of

February 1967 through February 1968.

NOW AVAILABLE FOR ONLY $3
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ar OTPoverty.

You can help fight a really serious
poverty pocket in New Hampshire by
sending in your subscription today to 73.
Not only will this give you the warm
feeling deep inside knowing that you have
helped someone in need, but it will also
bring you bounteous blessings.

l. You will save tremendously on the
highly overpriced individual-copy cost of
bl.

2. You will not have to worry about
your dealer running out of copies just
before you get there.

3. Many other blessings too numerous
to mention.

Tax Deductible

A subscription to 73 is such an extraor-
dinary act of generosity that it should be
deductible. Unfortunately, it isn’t. It is
generous to yourself, bringing you unfet-
tered joy and enthusiasm for an entire
year, spread out just enough to whet the
etc. It 1S generous to the poor under-
privileged employees of 73 who are eking
out their lives, anxiously awaiting each and
every subscription with grasping fingers. It
1s generous to the State of New Hampshire,
for the only taxes in this fine state are on
profits and, there is always the distant
possibility that your subscription might be
the one which would edge 73 out of the
red and into the tax-paying bracket. This,
unfortunately, is a slim possibility.
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Name

LY. STATE FM
HEADQUARTERS

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

2 METER FM with the Deluxe Solid
State VARITRONICS/INOUE IC-2F

FET front end for low noisé! INTEGRATED CIRCUITS
used in the AF and IF circuits for greater reliability.
ELECTRONIC T/R SWITCHING — no relays, CERAMIC
FILTERS in IF circuits for excellent bandpass shaping.

Call

Address

City

State Zip

[J New subscription

[]$6 One year
[1$14 Three years

Renewal
$10 Two years

Foreign: add $1 per year.
713 Magazine ® Peterborough NH 03458
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ALL SILICON transistors. Rugged, well-designed interior

construction with shielded sta;?as to assure stabilit
WATTS RF INPUT

prevent spurious interaction, 2

Inra?g

watts+ output. TINY — 2% x 64" x 74". Complete with

microphona,
bracket, crystals
146.34/146.94; Ch. 2,
and plugs, and operation manual,
Truly, tomorrow’s state of the art today!

installed for

L Y
- ] o A S el
- = . » SR ol
- : i = el | il | : 1 'i.:'_ — e,
ik ] - i -
B L I o g TR - ki c s
4 1 e - T B
Ty b
s b 2 e i -
: : - P T
Ll e I = L

g iy I

e

Centrally Located

Just off Exit 27, N.Y. State Thruway

RADIOD
SUPPLY,

A IR IDACK

185-191 West Main Street P.O, Box 88
Amsterdam, NY 12010 518-842-8350

Since 1936...

INC.

three position chrome mobile mounting
two channels (Ch. 1,
146.94/146.94) power connector
Financing available.

Service and Friendliness to the Radio Amateur

HARDBOUND BOOK SALE!

Price Special
TV Servicing Guide Book $6.95 $£3.95
Semiconductors: From A to 2 Pt 4.95
Troubleshooting the Solid State Chassis 7.95 4.95
Radar Detection 18 95 11.95
Handbook of Transistors, and Microelectronics 20.00 11.95
Radio News Handbook 65.95 290
Transistor Circuits & Applications 10.95 6.95
Modern TV Circuit & Waveform Analysis 7.95 4,95
Electromechanical Devices for E nergy
Conversion and Control Systems 20.00 9.95
IBM E lectronic Circuit Analysis Program 18.00 i i
Guide to Professional Broadcast Announcing 9.95 5.85
On the Color TV Service Bench 6.95 3.95
Managing Today's Radio Station 12.95 7.95
Electronics Reference Databook 7.95 5.95
The Transistor Radio Handbook 5.00 295
Audio Systems Handbook 7.95 4.95
Waorking With Semiconductors 795 495
64 Projects for Home and Car 65.95 4.95
Installing and Servicing Home Audio Systems 7.95 5.95
single Sideband, Theory and Practice 6.95 4.95
Tape Recording for Fun and Profit 7.95 5.95
How to Fix Transistor Radios 7.95 5.95
CB Operator’'s Guide 65.95 4.95
The Oscilloscope 7.95 595 I
Frequency Modulation Receivers 9.95
Modern Electronic Circuit Design 9.95
Electronic Tests & Measurements 15.00 9.95
Electric Circuits, Alternating Current 2.95 6:95
Electric Circuits, Direct Current 9.95 6.95
SALE of Softbound Books
Electronic Hobbyist's IC Projects Handbook 3.95 1.956
Integrated Circuits, Fundamentals & Projects .75 .50 J
Semiconductor Power Circuits Handbook 3.95 .95
Interpreting FCC Broadcast Rules 6.95 3.95
Radio Sales Promotions 10.00 4.95
Working with the Oscilloscope 495 2.95
Engineering Conference Technical Papers 10.00 4.95
Semiconductor Handbook 2.75 2:.95b
Solid State Projects from Motorola 50
NAB 1967 Engineering Conference Proc. 10.00 3.95 J
Pin Point TV Troubles 4.95 2.95
Your Citizens Radio Station 1.00 .50
ABC's of Citizens Band Radio 1.95 85
Better Short Wave Reception 2.85 5
Antennas for Citizens Radio 1.00 .50
How to Install TV Antennas .50 .20
RCA Linear Integrated Circuits 2.00 .95
Prices are postpaid in USA. Closeout of stock. one of a kind.
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STUDY
GUIDE

Part 1V:

ope, we're not discussing the relative

health hazards involved in tobacco,
gasoline, and kitchen matches — even if we
will be using many of the same words. In
this chapter, we're concentrating on three
major subjects: impedance matching, how
filters operate, and transistors.

Up to now, we have established the
basics of ac and dc circuit theory to
sufficient depth to permit us to cover this
broad range of subjects this time. While the
subject range is broad, it accounts for only
three questions on the FCC’s official study
list. They are (numbers, as always, are
those appearing in the list):

7. What 1s impedance matching and why
1S it important?

23. How can transistors be used in
electronic equipment? What is the beta of a
transistor? Compare the elements of a
transistor to a vacuum tube’s.

42. What do high- and low-pass
constant-k filter circuits using balanced and
unbalanced pi- and T-sections look like?

For starters, we'll attempt to discover
why and how impedances are matched.
This exploration may shock a few old-
timers as much as it shocked us during the
research stages — because the “why’ is, it
turns out, rather different from the reasons
most popularly believed.

Then we’ll turn our attention to filters,
with two question: What is a filter? —
which should bring some order into the
names applied to filters as well as un-
covering their various uses (and many
disguises), followed by How do filters
operate? This second query which will
examine the means by which the more
common circuits accomplish their pur-
poses.

With matching and filters accounted for,
we can take up transistors — but to provide
some groundwork in this area. we’ll first
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explore amplification and bring all kinds of
amplifiers into our picture of circuit
theory. With that established, we will be in
much bette