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“Sorting through the archives of the fallen Arbenz regime in Guatemala City a
few weeks after the [1954] coup, [CIA official] David Adee Phillips came across
a single sheet of paper about a twenty-five-year-old Argentine physician who had
arrived in town the previous January to study medical care amid social revolution.
‘Should we start a file on this one?” his assistant asked. The young doctor, it
seemed, had tried to organize a last-ditch resistance by Arbenz loyalists; then
he sought refuge in the Argentine Embassy, eventually moving on to Mexico. ‘1
guess wed better have a file on him,” Phillips replied. Over the coming years the
file for Ernesto Guevara, known as ‘Che,” became one of the thickest in the CIA’s
global records.”

Gentleman Spy: The Life of Allen Dulles by Peter Grosse
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to our friend, attorney Leonard Weinglass (1933-2011).
For fifty-three years Len took on what he called “the machinery of the state,” by
defending extraordinarily courageous women and men fighting for social justice
against the American imperium. He died representing the Cuban Five, Cuban
patriots jailed for their efforts to prevent counter-revolutionaries based in Miami
from launching terrorist attacks against people and property in Havana.

Len will be remembered: personally, for his good company, wide-ranging
intellect, generous spirit, loyalty, kindness and gentleness; politically, as an
excellent persuasive speaker, an acute analyst of the political scene and a far-
seeing visionary who understood that capitalism was not compatible with
democracy; and professionally, as one of the great lawyers of his time, joining the
legal pantheon of leading twentieth-century advocates for justice.

Leonard Weinglass: Presente!
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PREFACE

Four years ago, and ten years after our initial Freedom of Information Act request
for the American secret police dossier on Che Guevara, we received a second batch
of documents from the U.S. government [Document 44, p195]. The first batch
resulted in our 1997 book, Che Guevara and the FBI: The U.S. Political Police
Dossier on the Latin American Revolutionary. In it we published documents from
various U.S. government agencies concerning Che. Now, drawing on the new
material we have obtained, and combining it with the large body of scholarship
that has appeared since our first publication, we have produced a book that sets
out the facts and circumstances of Che Guevara’s murder.

As we read the CIA, White House, State and Defense Departments
documents on Che, together with the recent biographies about his life, we
realized that the full story of the CIA’s ultimate responsibility for killing Che had
never before been documented. Rather, the American cover story, that it was the
Bolivians that ordered and carried out the murder despite the U.S government
wanting Che kept alive, has been widely accepted. In these pages we attempt
to set out the truth about these matters. A legal case requires, in essence, the
marshaling of evidence, both factual and circumstantial. With the publication
of these documents, together with our commentary relating to their historical
context, we hope we have presented the evidence with sufficient force and clarity
to persuade the reader, as we ourselves have been persuaded, that it was the CIA
who killed Che.

Michael Ratner
Michael Steven Smith
New York, June 2011






FOREWORD

KILLING CHE: THE HIDDEN HAND
“Everyone must be prepared to swear that he has not heard of it.”
—President Dwight D. Eisenhower

This book presents a perceptive and coherent explanation of the death of Ernesto
Che Guevara, on October 9th 1967, after he had been captured, injured, and
disarmed two days previously. Attorneys Ratner and Smith demonstrate, with
numerous declassified documents and irrefutable arguments, that: “the U.S.
Government, particularly its Central Intelligence Agency, had Che murdered,
having secured the participation of its Bolivian client state.”

It was not just a run-of-the-mill crime. It was one for which a state was
responsible, and the burden of guilt evidently falls on people who held the highest
government posts in Washington. Ratner and Smith set out the magnitude of the
crime: “Under the laws that govern warfare, including guerilla war, the killing
of a prisoner is murder and constitutes a war crime. It is not the actual shooter
who is guilty of a war crime. Those higher up that ordered, acquiesced or failed
to prevent the murder are guilty of a war crime as well. There is no statute of
limitation for this crime.”

Recognizing that Che’s guerilla movement was the most serious threat to
their plans for hemispheric domination, the U.S. government held defeating
Che and his comrades as its highest priority. That its representatives murdered
him, using the intermediaries of Bolivian soldiers, is something that should not
surprise anyone. After all, official violence, including torture and death, practiced
by regimes imposed by the United States—who trained, armed and advised the
torturers and murderers—was by no means rare in those days, or now for that
matter. Rather it strikes us as curious, to say the least, how some have accepted and
disseminated the official American version of the story that the U.S. government
was not responsible for Che’s death.

In the 60s, the United States strived to isolate the Cuban Revolution, and
openly pressed Latin American governments to yield to its anti-Cuban strategy.
A few resisted. Among them, only Mexico was capable of maintaining diplomatic
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relations with Cuba and surviving. The others—Brazil, Bolivia, Argentina,
Uruguay and Chile—were to pay an extremely high price for their dissent. One
after the other, starting in 1964 with the overthrow of President Goulart of Brazil
and President Paz Estensoro of Bolivia, these countries suffered the dissolution
of their democratic institutions and their replacement with the worst of
tyrannies, entirely supported by successive U.S. governments. Tens of thousands
of Brazilians, Bolivians, Argentineans, Uruguayans, Chileans and other Latin
Americans died at the hands of local henchmen, trained and guided by American
advisors. Today, many still remain on the dreadful lists of the “disappeared.”

Ernesto Guevara was an object of interest for the American secret services
before he entered our history, long before he became ‘Che.” The United States,
in particular, worked tirelessly to do away with the guerillas in Bolivia. To that
end, they openly intervened in the country, not only by training and equipping
the local military, but also by placing American officials and agents in positions
of command.

This was not the first time Washington had done this, nor the first time
they had tried to kill Che and his comrades. During the Cuban guerilla war
against Batista’s dictatorship, the Eisenhower Administration implemented the
same approach as that later applied by the Johnson Administration in Bolivia.

At the end of 1956, Fidel Castro, with a group of revolutionaries including
Che, disembarked on the east of the island to create a guerilla movement against
the Batista dictatorship. They suffered significant setbacks in the first weeks
after their arrival. Batista’s propaganda machine—and the American media—
announced the liquidation of the guerillas and even Fidel’s death.

The truth, hidden from the public, was moving in another direction altogether,
something the Eisenhower Administration understood. The administration went
to great pains to arm and prepare Batistas troops to combat the guerillas. In
1991, the State Department partially declassified—with the usual crossing-outs
and omissions—a set of hitherto-secret documents relating to Cuba (Foreign
Relations of the United States. 1958-1960 Volume VI Cuba).

The documents reveal the extent of the American participation in the
carly stages of the conflict. They describe how “200 men of MAP [US Military
Assistance Program]-supported’ battalion (First Battalion, First Infantry

1 U.S. Military Assistance Program
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Regiment) of Cuban Army was transferred to Oriente Province a few days after
landing there on December 2, 1956 of group led by Fidel Castro . . . In late May
1957 entire battalion of approximately 800 men moved to Oriente and is still
there. From 75 to 90 percent of its officers have received MAP training.” And it
was not only the infantry that received instruction from the US: “approximately
70 percent of all officers of Cuban Air Force have received MAP training.”

Also evident was the American involvement in the Batista dictatorship’s
machinery of repression set up under the Police, the Bureau of Investigations,
the Bureau for the Repression of Communist Activities (BRAC), the Military
Intelligence Service, and the Naval Intelligence Service. The officers in these
organizations had studied in American academies, and American advisors were
stationed in their headquarters.

As the crisis of the Cuban dictatorship intensified, concern rose in
Washington. On Christmas Eve 1958, in a dramatic meeting at the White
House, the Head of the CIA asserted that “we ought to prevent a Castro victory,”
and the Secretary of State, summarizing the discussion, observed that “opinion
as to the undesirability of a Castro regime appeared to be unanimous.” A couple
of days later, Eisenhower indicated that “he did not wish the specifics of covert
operations to be presented to the NSC.”

These efforts, of course, failed and the struggle of the people of Cuba
against Batista’s dictatorship was successful. The United States then intensified its
covert operations, launching an economic war, military aggression, and terrorist
violence against Cuba. In all of this activity it attempted to adhere to Eisenhower’s
guideline that: “our hand should not show in anything that is done.”

Among the many ways that the American empire has used to preserve its
dominance, suppression and manipulation of information stands out. The
essence of this is to conceal or falsify the truth and spread the lie. Michael Ratner
and the Center for Constitutional Rights have carried out a consistent battle
against such untruths and secrecy. This book serves as an additional proof of its
co-editors’ determination to defend truth, adherence to the law, and freedom.

As the book itself does, I would like to finish with some thoughts on Che’s
legacy. The American empire may have had him murdered in cold blood, with

2 Telegram From the Embassy in Cuba to the Department of State Havana, February
7,1958. (http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/cable/cable-2-7-58.htm)
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premeditation and cowardice, but it did not succeed in killing him. Today Che
is more alive than ever. He lives on through his image, worn on the chests of
millions around the world. He has become a standard bearer for all those who
want a better world and are prepared to fight to get it. Che remains alive, above
all, in a Latin America that today is building a new politics of independence and
solidarity, a politics that owes a great deal to his ideals and his sacrifice.

His spirit also lives on through the lives of the Cuban Five: Gerardo, Ramén,
Antonio, Fernando and René, who have been unjustly imprisoned for more than
twelve years for fighting anti-Cuban terrorism sponsored by Washington. When
they were kids, they had promised they would be like him. In their prisons,
subjected to cruel treatment, in utter solicude, our five heroes testify that Che is
still with us today.

—Ricardo Alarcén de Quesada, President of the Cuban National Assembly,
May 2011



CHRONOLOGY

CHE GUEVARA AND THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

June 14,1928
Ernesto Guevara is born in Rosario, Argentina, of parents Ernesto Guevara Lynch
and Celia de la Serna.

1945-51

Guevara is enrolled at medical school in Buenos Aires.

January-July 1952
Guevara visits Peru, Colombia, and Venezuela. While in Peru he works in a leper
colony treating patients.

March 10,1952

Fulgencio Batista carries out coup d’état in Cuba.

March 1953

Guevara graduates as a dOCtOl‘.

July 6,1953
After graduating, Guevara travels throughout Latin America. He visits Bolivia,
observing the impact of the 1952 revolution.

July 26,1953

Fidel Castro leads an armed attack on the Moncada army garrison in Santiago
de Cuba, launching the revolutionary struggle to overthrow the Batista regime.
The attack fails and Batista’s troops massacre more than 50 captured combatants.
Castro and other survivors are soon captured and imprisoned.

December 1953

Guevara has first contact with a group of survivors of the Moncada attack in San
José, Costa Rica.
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December 24,1953
Guevara arrives in Guatemala, then under the elected government of Jacobo
Arbenz.

January 4,1954

Guevara meets Nico Lépez, a veteran of the Moncada attack, in Guatemala City.

January-June 1954

Unable to find a medical position in Guatemala, Guevara obtains various odd
jobs. He studies Marxism and becomes involved in political activities, meeting
exiled Cuban revolutionaries.

June 17,1954
Mercenary forces backed by the CIA invade Guatemala. Guevara volunteers to

fight.
June 27,1954

Arbenz resigns.

September 21,1954

Guevara arrives in Mexico City after fleeing Guatemala.

May 15,1955
Fidel Castro and other Moncada survivors are freed from prison in Cuba due to
a massive public campaign in defense of their civil rights.

June 1955

Guevara encounters Nico Lépez, who is also in Mexico City. Several days later,
Ldpez arranges a meeting for him with Raul Castro.

July7,1955
Fidel Castro arrives in Mexico with the goal of organizing an armed expedition

to Cuba.
July 1955

Guevara meets Fidel Castro and immediately enrolls as the third confirmed
member of the future guerilla expedition. Guevara subsequently becomes
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involved in training combatants, with the Cubans giving him the nickname
“Che,” an Argentine term of greeting.

November 23, 1956
Eighty-two combatants, including Guevara as doctor, sail for Cuba aboard the
small cabin cruiser Granma, leaving from Tuxpan in Mexico.

December 2, 1956

Granma reaches Cuba at Las Cooradas beach in Oriente Province. The rebel
combatants are surprised by Batistas troops and dispersed. A majority of the
guerillas are either murdered or captured; Guevara is wounded.

December 21, 1956
Guevara’s group reunites with Fidel Castro; at this point there are 15 fighters in
the Rebel Army.

January 17,1957

Rebel Army overruns an army outpost in the battle of La Plata.

May 27-28,1957
Battle of El Uvero takes place in the Sierra Maestra, with a major victory for the
Rebel Army as it captures a well-fortified army garrison.

July 1957

Rebel Army organizes a second column. Guevara is selected to lead it and is
promoted to the rank of commander.

May 24,1958

Batista launches an all-out military offensive against the Rebel Army in the Sierra
Maestra. The offensive eventually fails.

August 31,1958

Guevara leads an invasion column from the Sierra Maestra toward Las Villas
Province in central Cuba, and days later signs the Pedrero Pact with the March
13 Revolutionary Directorate, which has a strong guerilla base there. Several
days earlier Camilo Cienfuegos had been ordered to lead another column toward
Pinar del Rio Province on the western end of Cuba.
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October 16,1958

The Rebel Army column led by Guevara arrives in the Escambray Mountains.

December 1958

Rebel columns including Guevara and the March 13 Revolutionary Directorate
and Cienfuegos with a small guerilla troop of the Popular Socialist Party, capture
a number of towns in Las Villas Province and effectively cut the island in half.

December 28,1958

Guevara’s column begins the battle of Santa Clara, the capital of Las Villas.

January1,1939

Batista flees Cuba. A military junta takes over. Fidel Castro opposes the new
junta and calls for the revolutionary struggle to continue. Santa Clara falls to the
Rebel Army. Guevara and Cienfuegos are ordered immediately to Havana.

January 2, 1959

Cuban workers respond to Fidel Castro’s call for a general strike and the country
is paralyzed. The Rebel Army columns of Guevara and Cienfuegos arrive in
Havana.

January 8, 1959

Fidel Castro arrives in Havana, greeted by hundreds of thousands of people.

February 9,1939

Guevara is declared a Cuban citizen in recognition of his contribution to Cuba’s
liberation.

February 16,1959

Fidel Castro becomes prime minister.

May 17,1959

Proclamation of the first agrarian reform law, which fixed legal holdings at a
maximum of 1,000 acres and distributed land to peasants.

October 7,1959
Guevara is designated head of the Department of Industry of the National
Institute of Agrarian Reform (INRA).
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October 21,1958

Following an attempt to initiate a counter-revolutionary uprising, Huber Matos,
military commander of Camagiiey Province, is arrested by Army Chief of Staff
Camilo Cienfuegos.

October 28,1959

Camilo Cienfuego’s plane goes down over sea. Cienfuegos is lost at sea.

November 26, 1959
Guevara is appointed president of the National Bank of Cuba.

July-October 1960

Cuba nationalizes all major foreign and domestic industries and banks.

April 17-19,1961

1,500 Cuban-born mercenaries, organized and backed by the United States,
invade Cuba at the Bay of Pigs on the southern coast. The aim was to establish
a “provisional government” to appeal for direct U.S. intervention. They are
defeated within 72 hours, with the last fighters surrendering at Playa Girén, now
the name used by the Cubans for the battle. Guevara is sent to command troops
in Pinar del Rio Province.

October 22,1962

President Kennedy initiates the “Cuban Missile Crisis,” denouncing Cubas
acquisition of missiles capable of carrying nuclear warheads for defense against
U.S. attack. Washington imposes a naval blockade on Cuba. Cuba responds by
mobilizing its population for defense. Guevara is assigned to lead forces in Pinar
del Rio Province in preparation for an imminent U.S. invasion.

October 28, 1962

Soviet Premier Khrushchev agrees to remove Soviet missiles in exchange for U.S.
pledge not to invade Cuba.

March 1964
Guevara meets with Tamara Bunke (Tania) and discusses her mission to move to
Bolivia in anticipation of a future guerilla expedition.
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December 9, 1964
Guevara leaves Cuba on a three-month state visit, speaking at the United Nations.
He then visits a number of African countries.

March 14,1965

Guevara returns to Cuba and shortly afterwards drops from public view.

April1,1965

Guevara delivers a farewell letter to Fidel Castro. He subsequently leaves Cuba
on an internationalist mission in the Congo, entering through Tanzania. Guevara
operates under the name Tatd, Swahili for “number two.”

April 18,1965
In answer to questions about Guevara’s whereabouts, Castro tells foreign reporters
that Guevara “will always be where he is most useful to the revolution.”

June 16, 1965

Castro announces Guevara’s whereabouts will be revealed “when Commander
Guevara wants it known.”

October 3,1965

Castro publicly reads Guevara’s letter of farewell at a meeting to announce the
Central Committee of the newly-formed Communist Party of Cuba.

December 1965

Castro arranges for Guevara to return to Cuba in secret. Guevara prepares for an
expedition to Bolivia.

January 3-14, 1966
Tricontinental Conference of Solidarity of the Peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin
America is held in Havana.

March 1966

Arrival in Bolivia of the first Cuban combatants to begin advance preparations
for a guerilla detachment.



— CHRONOLOGY — 2

July 1966

Guevara meets with Cuban volunteers selected for the mission to Bolivia at a
training camp in Cuba’s Pinar del Rio Province.

November 4, 1966

Guevara arrives in Bolivia in disguise and using an assumed name.

November 7, 1966

Guevara arrives at site where Bolivian guerilla movement will be based; first entry
in Bolivian diary.
November-December 1966

More guerilla combatants arrive and base camps are established.

December 31,1966

Guevara meets with Bolivian Communist Party secretary Mario Monje. There is
disagreement over perspectives for the planned guerilla expedition.

February 1-March 20, 1967

Guerilla detachment leaves the base camp to explore the region.

March 23, 1967
First guerilla military action takes place, with combatants successfully ambushing
a Bolivian army column.

April 10,1967

Guerilla column conducts a successful ambush of Bolivian troops.

April 16, 1967

Publication of Guevara’s Message to the Tricontinental, including his call for the
£ g

creation of “two, three, many Vietnams.”

April 17,1967

Guerilla detachment led by Joaquin is separated from the rest of the unit. The
separation is supposed to last only three days but the two groups are unable to
reunite.
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April 20, 1967
Régis Debray is arrested after having spent several weeks with a guerilla unit. He
is subsequently tried and sentenced to 30 years’ imprisonment.

May 1967

U.S. Special Forces arrive in Bolivia to train counter-insurgency troops of the
Bolivian Army.

July 6,1967

Guerillas occupy the town of Sumaipata.

July 26, 1967
Guevara gives a speech to guerillas on the significance of the July 26, 1953 attack
on the Moncada garrison.

July 31-August 10, 1967

Organization of Latin America Solidarity (OLAS) conference is held in Havana.
The conference supports guerilla movements throughout Latin America. Che
Guevara is elected honorary chair.

August 4,1967
Deserter leads the Bolivian army to the guerillas’ main supply cache; documents
seized lead to arrest of key urban contacts.

August 31,1967

Joaquin’s detachment is ambushed and annihilated while crossing a river after an
informer leads government troops to the site.

September 26, 1967
Guerillas walk into an ambush. Three are killed and government forces encircle
the remaining guerilla forces.

October 8, 1967

Remaining 17 guerillas are trapped by Bolivian troops and conduct a desperate
battle. Guevara is seriously wounded and captured.
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October 9, 1967

Guevara and two other captured guerillas are murdered, following instructions
from the Bolivian government and Washington.

October 15,1967

In a television appearance Fidel Castro confirms news of Guevara’s death and
declares three days of official mourning in Cuba. October 8 is designated Day of
the Heroic Guerilla.

October 18, 1967

Castro delivers memorial speech for Guevara in Havana’s Revolution Plaza before
an audience of almost one million people.

February 22, 1968

Three Cuban survivors cross border into Chile, after having traveled across the
Andes on foot to elude Bolivian army. They later return to Cuba.

Mid-March 1968

Microfilm of Guevara’s Bolivian diary arrives in Cuba.

July1,1968

Guevara’s Bolivian diary published in Cuba is distributed free of charge to the
Cuban people. The introduction is by “Fidel C.”






CHE GUEVARA, HIS LIFE AND DEATH

“Mendacity is a system that we live in.”
—Tennessee Williams, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

Che Guevara has been dead for forty-four years. The history of who is responsible
for his murder has heretofore not been understood accurately, especially in
America, where it is commonly believed that the Bolivian military dictatorship
had him killed. Documents which have recently been obtained from the
U.S. government lead to a different conclusion: that the U.S. government,
particularly its Central Intelligence Agency, had Che murdered, having secured
the participation of its Bolivian client state.

On October 9, 1967, in the small rural village of La Higuera, Bolivia, at
approximately 1:15 in the afternoon, a Bolivian army sergeant, Mario Teran,
after fortifying himself with alcohol, walked into the mud-walled schoolhouse
where Che, already wounded, was being held prisoner, and shot him dead. It was
murder. Under the laws that govern warfare, including guerilla war, the killing of
a prisoner is murder and constitutes a war crime. It is not just the actual shooter
who is guilty of a war crime. Those higher-ups that ordered, acquiesced to, or
failed to prevent the murder are guilty as well. There is no statute of limitations
for this crime.

The initial story of Che’s death, as presented by the Bolivians, was that he
was killed in battle. Eventually it emerged that this was a lie and that he had,
in fact, been taken prisoner and shot the next day. The Johnson administration
claimed that the order to murder him came from the Bolivian high command
and not the United States. It was further asserted that the United States, despite
having a CIA operative at the scene disguised as a Bolivian military officer, was
unable to prevent the murder.

This version of events insists that the United States was somehow opposed
to the murder and wanted Che kept alive. Two days after the murder on October
11, 1967, Walt Whitman Rostow, President Lyndon Johnson’s Special Assistant
for National Security Affairs (the post now known as National Security Advisor),
called the killing of Che “stupid,” leaving the impression that somehow he and
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Johnson were opposed to it [Document 32, p140] and that the CIA, under
the control of the President, was not involved. Before looking in more detail at
the circumstances surrounding Che’s death and the CIA’ relation to it, a brief
examination of the modus operandi of the organization from its outset is useful.

The Creation of the CIA, its Autonomy,
and the Practice of Plausible Deniability

The foundations of the American National Security State were laid with the
National Security Act of 1947. The Act created the National Security Council
and the CIA, granting the new intelligence agency particular powers that were,
in the words of George Marshall, the Secretary of State at the time, “almost
unlimited.” Marshall warned President Truman of this before the Act was passed.
Truman was later to agree with Marshall.!

In 1948 the National Security Council approved a secret directive, NSC
10/2, authorizing the CIA to carry out an array of covert operations including
“propaganda, economic warfare, preventive direct action, sabotage, anti-sabotage,
demolition and evacuation measures; subversion against hostile states including
assistance to underground resistance movements, guerillas, and refugee liberation

#” This allowed for the CIA to become a paramilitary organization, a role

groups.
that today is openly acknowledged as the Agency employs murderous drones
flying assassination trips over Afghanistan and Pakistan. Before he died, George
E Kennan, the American diplomat and Cold War strategist who sponsored NSC
10/2 said that, in light of later history, it was “the greatest mistake I ever made.?”

Since NSC 10/2 authorized violations of international law it also established
an official policy of lying so as to cover up the law-breaking. As James W. Douglas
wrote, “The national security doctrine of “plausible deniability” combined lying
with hypocrisy. It marked the creation of a Frankenstein monster.*” Plausible
deniability encouraged the autonomy of the CIA and other covert-action
(“intelligence”) agencies from the government that created them. In order to
protect the visible authorities of the government from protest and censure, the
CIA was authorized not only to violate international law but to do so with as
litcle consultation as possible. CIA autonomy went hand-in-glove with plausible
deniability. The less explicit an order from the president, the better it was for
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“plausible deniability.” And the less consultation there was, the more creative
CIA authorities could become in interpreting the mind of the president . . .

Richard Helms, the CIAs deputy director of planning in the 1960s, who
had conspired to kill Castro, and who was to later head the agency, testified to
the Church Committee in 1975 that “he never informed either the president
or his newly appointed CIA director John McCone of the assassination plots.”
Nor did he inform any other official in the Kennedy administration. Helms said
he “sought no approval for the murder attempts because assassination was not
a subject that should be aired with higher authority.” When he was asked if
President Kennedy had been told, Helms said that “nobody wants to embarrass
a President of the United States by discussing the assassination of foreign leaders
in his presence.””

The Written Record Relating to Che’s Death

That the United States, and particularly the CIA, was not implicated in Che’s
murder, has been accepted by almost every writer on the subject, including those
present in La Higuera. Even those sympathetic to Che accept, more or less, the
account of Felix Rodriguez, the CIA operative who was present at Che’s death,
disguised as a Bolivian captain. He claims to have been the highest ranking officer
on the scene at the time and to have relayed by radio the order from the Bolivian
generals in La Paz to murder Che. In his book, Shadow Warrior: the CIA Hero of
a Hundred Unfknown Battles, he insists that he had been told by the CIA that if
Che were captured alive he was to “do everything possible to keep him alive—
everything!®” Rodriguez says he could have countermanded the murder order
and saved Che’s life, but he chose not to, leaving Che’s fate in the hands of the
Bolivians®. This story makes little sense. Rodriguez was working for the CIA and
would continue to do so for many years. If his bosses and paymasters wanted Che
kept alive, he surely would have done so. If he had disobeyed the CIA’s avowed
wishes to “do everything” to keep Che alive, would he have been allowed to
continue as a CIA operative? The obvious conclusion is the CIA wanted Che dead
and that the story was crafted to give the White House “plausible deniability.”
Jorge G. Castaneda, the Mexican writer, in his biography of Che, Companero,
The Life and Death of Che Guevara, secems to accept Rodriguez’s story that the
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Americans wanted Che kept alive and that the order to murder him came from
the Bolivians before “pressure . .. from the American’s became intolerable.’®”
Castaneda tries to refute what he calls the “semiofficial Cuban version” of
Che’s death in which the President of Bolivia, Barrientos, visits the American
ambassador and is told to kill Che''. To do so, Castaneda cites communications
from Douglas Henderson, the U.S. Ambassador to Bolivia at the time, who says
he was not consulted by the Bolivians about what to do with Che, and would have
wanted him kept alive. While Castaneda admits Henderson could be covering
up U.S. involvement in Che’s murder, he says the Rostow October 11, 1967,
memorandum to President Johnson calling the killing “stupid” supports non-U.S.
involvement in the murder'2. As is discussed below, the Rostow memorandum is
undercut by its analysis of the benefits of Che’s killing: if he knew in advance of
plans to murder Che, adding the word “stupid” gives President Johnson plausible
deniability. Alternatively, it is possible that the CIA was involved without the
knowledge of Rostow, Henderson, or the President—though, because of the
murder’s major foreign policy implications, that scenario is unlikely.

To his credit, Castaneda does cite evidence that implicates the U.S. in the
murder. He writes that U.S., or at least the head of the CIA country team in
Bolivia, had a prior agreement or understanding with the Bolivians that Che
would be killed if captured. According to Castaneda, Gustavo Villoldo, the head
of the country team, told him in an interview that upon his arrival in Bolivia,
he was driven to Barrientos’s home to meet him.Villoldo told Barrientos in no
uncertain terms that if Che were captured he personally would do everything in
his power to have him executed. Then he asked, “If we take Che alive, what will
you do with him”? The president replied: “If he is alive, he will be summarily
judged and condemned to death. You have my word as the President of the
Republic.’?”

Jon Lee Anderson, in his popular biography Che Guevara: A Revolutionary
Life, recounts Felix RodrigueZs story of relaying the death sentence from Bolivian
generals in La Paz to the soldiers holding Che via his U.S.-government-supplied
radio, and doing so despite the American government’s purported desire to keep
Che alive and interrogate him in Panama. Anderson provides a second version of
the events, based on his examination of Bolivian Army Colonel Andres Selich’s
notes, shown to him by Selich’s widow. Selich was on the scene at La Higuera at
the time of Che’s murder. Anderson writes that according to Selich, the Bolivian
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generals in La Paz sent Colonel Joaquin Zentano Anaya a radio message to kill
Che. This meant it did not go to Rodriguez. Lt. Colonel Ayoroa, commander
of the unit that captured Che, was to be responsible for the execution. While we
do not know which, if any, of these stories are true, none exonerate the CIA or
other American officials. Under any of the scenarios, as is demonstrated below,
the CIA knew of Che’s capture, and had its agent on the ground at the scene.
Furthermore, the United States government had every reason to want Che dead.
A revolution in Bolivia might have ignited revolutions in adjoining Andean
countries, as Che has hoped and planned. The various stories merely attempt to
put the CIA in the background with a story of plausible deniability.

Paco Ignacio Taibo II, a Mexican novelist and historian sympathetic to Che,
authored the book Guevara, Also Known as Che. In it he recounts the transmission
of the order to kill Che without mentioning any involvement of Rodriguez. He
says that a message regarding Che’s capture was sent on the evening of October
8 to the high command in La Paz. They then met with General Alfredo Ovando
and General Juan Jose Torres, the army Chief of Staff, and may have consulted
with other military officers. Taibo says there was no record of what was discussed
in that room, only of the decision: Che Guevara had been sentenced to death.
They then “consulted with President Barrientos.®” The implication in Taibo’s
account is that this group of generals and the President of Bolivia had made the
decision to kill Che. However, from this account we do not know what, if any,
input the U.S. and the CIA had in this decision. Taibo also appears to doubt
Rodriguez’s claim that he tried to convince the Bolivians not to kill Che. As
Taibo observes, the Bolivian on the scene in La Higuera, Colonel Zenteno, who
supposedly transmitted the order to kill Che, makes no mention of Rodriguez. In
the end Taibo is forced to conclude that what occurred at La Higuera “is a morass
of words that only leaves room for questions.">”

Fox Butterfield Ryan, a former State Department officer who taught at
Georgetown University, has written the best-researched account of Che’s murder
in his 1998 book The Fall of Che Guevara. Like many, he admires Che for his
valor and sacrifice, but not for his politics. He opposes the Cuban Revolution
in general, and Fidel Castro in particular. Of all of these writers he is the closest
to pinning the responsibility on the United States, although he concludes that
“although it was deeply involved in eliminating Guevara’s guerillas, it (the United
States Government) neither killed nor ordered him to be executed.”
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Ryan acknowledges that there are many stories as to what happened, but
he believes Che was executed on the orders of the President of Bolivia and the
high command, not by the CIA. At the same time, he recognizes that there were
many reasons the United States wanted Che dead and asks “[w]hy should an
American Ambassador have saved Che Guevara?'®” He points out that when the
U.S. took the position of leaving Che’s fate to the Bolivians, it had “no illusions”
about what that would mean'. Although there is really no reliable, verifiable
basis for Ryan stating that the U.S. was not involved in the order to execute
Che, his conclusion is that the U.S. wanted him dead—they just did not want
the visible blood on their hands. Ryan’s story makes the U.S. at least morally, if
not legally, culpable in Che’s murder. By his account, the CIA knew for thirty-six
hours before Che’s execution that he was being held, but, he writes, “like Pontius
Pilate,” they did nothing.

The writer who appears to want most to exonerate the United States in Che’s
execution is Richard L. Harris, author of Death of a Revolutionary. Harris stands
at the opposite end of the debate from Ryan, and his conclusion, that the CIA
wanted Che kept alive, practically amounts to disinformation. Admitting that
most of his sources are Bolivian, he concludes that the CIA was not responsible
for Che’s execution, that the CIA “appears” to have opposed his execution, that
for “purely professional reasons” they wanted to keep him alive, and that “the U.S.
contribution to the military defeat of Che’s guerilla operation was minimal.'®”

Contrary to most of these writers, the documentary evidence, which we
present below, reveals that the U.S. did everything in its power “to eliminate
the guerillas,” including Che. [Document 20, pp119-20] The documents
demonstrate that it was in the U.S. government’s interest to have Che killed. The
CIA and U.S. Special Forces trained the Bolivian Ranger Battalion that captured
Che; CIA agents disguised as Bolivian officers accompanied the Rangers into the
field; the U.S. supplied the weapons and provided the intelligence; and a CIA
agent apparently was present at the time of his murder.

Moreover, the documentary evidence demonstrates that the American
government and the CIA wanted Che dead even before he went to Bolivia.
Che, of all the guerilla fighters of that period, exemplified the success of guerilla
warfare against U.S. imperialism. His death was critical to the U.S., to ensure
that the example of the Cuban revolution would not inspire other revolutionary
movements.
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CIA Attempts to Assassinate Che

Few of the writers who discuss the murder of Che even mention the American
government’s now widely-known practice from that period of political assassination
(a practice that continues to this day). The United States participated in the
murders or attempted murders of Kim Koo, Korean opposition leader (1949);
Zhou Enlai, Prime Minister of China, (1950s); Sukarno, President of Indonesia
(1950s); Kim Il Sung, Premier of North Korea (1951); Claro M. Recto, Philippines
opposition leader (mid-1950s); Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India (1955);
Gamal Abdul Nasser, President of Egypt (1957); Norodom Sihanouk, leader of
Cambodia (1959 and 1963); Brig. Gen. Abdul Karim Kassem, leader of Iraq
(1960); Jose Figeres, President of Costa Rica, two attempts on his life (1950s-70s);
Francois “Papa Doc” Duvalier, leader of Haiti (1961); Patrice Lumumba, Prime
Minister of Congo (Zaire), (1961); Gen. Rafael Trujillo, leader of the Dominican
Republic (1961); Ngo Dinh Diem, President of South Vietnam (1963); as listed
in Killing Hope, William Blum, Common Courage Press, 1995."

Moreover, none of these writers consider the CIA’s own admission that it had
tried to assassinate Che, as well as Fidel Castro and his brother Raul, on various
occasions when they were in Cuba, as revealed in testimony from the Church
Committee hearings®®. This had been documented earlier in a secret 1967 CIA
Inspector General’s Report commissioned by then-CIA Director Richard Helms.
It is published in its entirety and entitled “CIA Targets Fidel” (Ocean Press,
1994). As early as 1960, it was understood that it was necessary to assassinate
Fidel, Raul, and Che if the Cuban Revolution was to be overthrown, and that
without these three, the Cuban government would be leadetless. In a meeting on
March 9, 1960, J. C. King, Chief of the CIA’s Western Hemisphere Division,
told the Task Force which was in charge of Cuban operations: “Unless Fidel and
Raul Castro and Che Guevara could he eliminated in one package—which is
highly unlikely—the operation can be a long, drawn-out affair and the present
government will only be overthrown by the use of force.” Church Committee,
Alleged Assassination Plots, p.93.

The CIA report discusses the CIA’s recruitment of the Chicago Mafia figure
John Rosselli to do the job by poisoning Che and the Castros. The details of the
plot are instructive: “Harvey, the Support Chief (CIA) and Rosselli met for a
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second time in New York on April 8-9, 1962. (I.G. Report, p. 43) A notation
made during this time in the files of the Technical Services Division indicates
that four poison pills were given to the Support Chief on April 18, 1962. (I.G.
Report, pp. 46—47) The pills were passed to Harvey who arrived in Miami on
April 21, and found Rosselli already in touch with the same Cuban who had
been involved in the pre-Bay of Pigs pill passage. (I.G. Report, p. 47) He gave
the pills to Rosselli, explaining that “these would work anywhere and at any time
with anything.” (Rosselli, 6/24/75, p. 31) Rosselli testified that he told Harvey
that the Cubans intended to use the pills to assassinate Che Guevara as well as
Fidel and Raul Castro. According to Rosselli’s testimony, Harvey approved of
the targets, stating “everything is all right, what they want to do.” (Rosselli,
6/24/75, p. 34) Church Committee, Alleged Assassination Plots, p.84

The Church Committee also inquired as to what extent various Presidents
including Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson approved or were aware of these
assassination plots. While it reaches no firm conclusion as to particular plots, a
key CIA official testified that “generally that pursuant to the doctrine of ‘plausible
denial,” efforts are made that to keep matters that might be “embarrassing” away
from Presidents”.

Che’s Death as Critical to U.S. “National Security Interests”

Most of these writers do not put Che’s murder in the context of American policy
in Cuba, Bolivia, or in Latin America at the time of his killing. It is a remarkable
omission, which makes their conclusions suspect. Che’s death was of crucial
importance to United States’ interests, as perceived by President Johnson, the
national security establishment, the military, and the CIA. As U.S. government
officials admitted at the time, “Che Guevaras death was a crippling—perhaps
fatal—blow to the Bolivian guerilla movement and may prove a serious setback
for Fidel Castro’s hopes to foment violent revolution in all or almost all Latin
American countries.” [Document 33, pp141-45 to pp144—47]

The U.S. role in Che’s murder must be seen in the context of the 1959 Cuban
revolution and the fears it engendered in the United States and among repressive
governments in Latin America. The U.S. wanted to reverse what had happened
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in Cuba and, in this way, make it much less likely that other revolutions would
succeed elsewhere.

One of the United States’ responses to the Cuban revolution was the creation
of the Alliance for Progress, a short-lived inter-American program initiated in
1961 after Cuba had been expelled from the Organization of American States.
The program failed in its goal to relieve Latin American economic and social
problems through loans which were supposed to increase per-capita income
by 2.5% annually. Within ten years the U.S. began reducing the loans, relying
instead on overt military repression. The escalating violence included covert CIA
activity, attempted assassinations, and the training of Latin American police and
military for counterinsurgency. The murder of Che, who was the embodiment
of revolutionary change, was a critical part of this. Although there is no doubt
the U.S. government did not want him to remain alive, they did not want to be
implicated directly in aiding the Bolivians in the extermination of the guerillas or
in Che’s murder, for obvious reasons. Open U.S. intervention in Latin American
affairs was regarded as unwise, for it would be seen as interference in the internal
affairs of supposedly sovereign countries. Governments in Latin America risked
anger from their populations if they openly appeared to do the bidding of the
United States. Moreover, Che’s killing was a cold-blooded murder, and as such,
a war crime.

The U.S.’s success in defeating Che in Bolivia in 1967 was the high point of
the counter-insurgency capability it had developed after the Cuban revolution to
insure that no such revolutions would again occur. Che and Castro hoped that
the Andes would become the Sierra Maestra of all of Latin America, a training
ground for guerillas who would then spread the revolution from Bolivia to
Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela, and throughout the entire
subcontinent.

In Bolivia, Che sought to defend the gains of the Cuban revolution by
extending it. He hoped to create “two, three, many Vietnams,” in solidarity with
the struggle in Indochina and as a means of weakening imperialism. Che wrote of
the Cuban experience: “The example of our revolution and the lessons it applies
for Latin America have destroyed all coffee house theories; we have demonstrated
that a small group of men supported by the people and without fear of dying can
overcome a disciplined regular army and defear it.”
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For the United States the prospect that the spine of the Andes might turn out
to be another Sierra Maestra of Latin America, with popular revolts leading to an
armed socialist democracy, was indeed terrifying. Such a development would be
a setback globally for the U.S., taking pressure off Vietnam, Cuba, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Nicaragua and, above all, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
Thus, for Washington, defeating Che was crucial.

The Counterinsurgency Strategy

The strategy of counter-guerilla warfare that was successfully used against Che
Guevara was first devised by the Kennedy/Johnson Administration when it took
office in 1961. Walt Whitman Rostow was one of the architects of what became
known as “Flexible Response.” Rostow was one of President Lyndon Johnson’s
primary advisors, with an office in the White House. He had been recruited
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology by President Kennedy precisely
to help devise a U.S. strategy to counter guerilla warfare. He coordinated a special
group of military and intelligence officers that met weekly to monitor and to
stop popular insurgencies worldwide. He specifically advised Johnson on Che’s
activity in Bolivia.

The incoming Kennedy administration began examining the tactics and
strategy of the U.S. government in relation to the emergence of national liberation
movements in the third world. They took note of the fact that China and then
Cuba had been lost to the world market and that Vietnam and all of Southeast
Asia might go the same way. From the end of the Second World War in 1945 to
1960, American had developed a military strategy based upon nuclear weaponry
called “massive retaliation.” It was centered on the possibility of a third world
war, and in particular a showdown with the Soviet Union. It involved a build-up
of a large armory of nuclear weapons, including intercontinental ballistic missiles
and long-range bombers, all armed with nuclear warheads. If the Soviet Union
were, in any way, to threaten the perimeters of the American Empire, it would
suffer a devastating retaliatory strike.

Despite the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, when the Soviet Union’s placement
of missiles in Cuba in response to the Bay of Pigs invasion and the installing
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of U.S. missiles in Turkey prompted a nerve-wracking showdown between the
superpowers, it was becoming increasingly apparent that direct conflict initiated
by the Soviet Union was no longer a primary threat. As Che recognized, the
Soviet Union had long since ceased its policy of revolutionary internationalism,
preferring “peaceful” co-existence with the capitalist world and America in
particular. Instead, the primary danger to U.S. interests came from forces seeking
progressive change in the third world, and especially in Latin America, where
revolutionary movements were emerging. A strategy had to be devised to cope
with peasants who were armed only with primitive weaponry but who were not
deterred by nuclear arsenals.

Chief of Staff General Maxwell Taylor, in his book The Uncertain Trumpet,
presaged the entire shift in strategy. Taylor was one of the first to point out that
the capacity for massive retaliation was of decreasing value and that what was
required was ‘flexible response.” “Massive retaliation as a driving strategic concept
has reached a dead end,” he wrote, calling instead for a “capability to cope with
the entire spectrum of possible challenge.” Taylor set off a chain of thinking that
culminated in a report from a team headed by Henry Kissinger and financed by
the Rockefeller Brothers’ Fund. The report, “International Security: The Military
Aspects,” stated that mobile forces must be tailored to confront guerilla struggles,
something that could not be done with nuclear weaponry.

This approach came to the fore under the Kennedy administration. Kennedy
made Taylor his chief military advisor, brought in Robert McNamara from
the Ford Motor Company as his Secretary of Defense, and Walt Rostow and
McGeorge Bundy, from Harvard University, as advisors, all of whom supported
the new strategy. But it was Kennedy himself who was the biggest proponent
of the new approach. Speaking at West Point in 1962, he said: “subversive
insurgency is another type of war, wholly new in its intensity, war by guerillas,
by subversives, by insurgents, in short, by assassins, war by ambush instead of
combat, by infiltcration instead of aggression, seeking victory by erosion and
exhausting the enemy, instead of honorably engaging him. It is in these situations
where we need a wholly new kind of strategy, a wholly new kind of force, and
therefore a new and wholly different kind of training.”

As part of this approach Kennedy increased the Special Forces of the U.S.
military fivefold. He wanted the force to be a dedicated, high-quality, elite corps
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of specialists, able to operate behind enemy lines, with sufficient expertise in
guerilla warfare that they could train local forces, as the Green Berets were to do
in Bolivia in 1967.

Kennedy looked at the current military manuals and saw that none of them
contained any information about counterinsurgency. He began to read Mao
and Che himself, and made sure that foreign and military officers who were
stationed in third-world countries were given their writings on guerilla warfare.
Using the pretext of a contrived crisis over access to Berlin in 1961, he was able
to persuade Congress to increase the military budget by 3.6 billion dollars and
increase the armed forces from 2,500,000 to 2,750,000. All kinds of new, non-
nuclear weapons were added. This began a general military escalation that, by
1964, included an 800% increase in the Special Forces trained to deal with
counterinsurgency threats.

In the summer of 1962, President Kennedy instituted the Special Group
on Counter-Insurgency. Headed by Taylor and including Rostow, it met in the
White House every week and continued to do so after Kennedy’s death, through
the Johnson years, up to and past the time of Che’s murder. One particularly
important part of the strategy it devised, that of “rapid deployment,” was based
on McNamaras understanding of the implications of Che’s call for “two, three
many Vietnams.” This, should it ever come about, would pose a serious threat to
the U.S. military by stretching its manpower and resources beyond the breaking
point. Rapid deployment was designed to nip guerilla activity in the bud, so that
major fighting on several fronts simultaneously could be avoided. McNamara
testified before the U.S. Senate in 1965, the year before Che’s entrance into
Bolivia, that the “first few weeks of a limited war conflict are usually the most
critical. Thus the ability to concentrate our military power in a matter of days
rather than weeks can make an enormous difference in the total force ultimately
required and in some cases serves to halt aggression before it really gets started.”
With respect to Che in Bolivia, this would prove prophetic.

Che’s Early Background

Che’s parents eloped when his mother was three-months pregnant. His parents
were off-beat Argentine aristocrats with more blue blood than money. One
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ancestor had been the Spanish Royal Viceroy of Colonial Peru and another had
been an Argentine general. His mother’s father was a renowned law professor,
congressman, and ambassador. Che, born in 1928, was the oldest of five children.
He contracted lifelong, debilitating asthma at age two, causing the family to move
from Buenos Aires to the healthier high alticudes of the provinces. Because of his
asthma, much of Che’s education was at home. Later, his poor health also resulted
in him being rejected by the draft. The great warrior of the Cuban revolution was
found to have “diminished physical abilities,” and Che told his friends that he
“thanked his shitty lungs for doing something useful for a change.?””

Che’s mother Celia ran a bohemian household. Books and magazines covered
the furniture. People stopped by to discuss and smoke and drink red wine. There
were no discernible fixed mealtimes. The children rode their bikes through the
living room into the backyard. Che’s parents were anti-clerical in a conservative
neighborhood. The children played soccer after school, with teams made up of
those who believed in God and those who did not. Those who did not usually
lost because their team was invariably smaller. Che’s parents were also political,
and, along with Che, actively opposed the Franco dictatorship in fascist Spain.
While in college, Che denounced Nazi professors at the university. When in his
teens, Che wrote poetry and five philosophical notebooks. He read assiduously
and kept an index of the literature he had read by author, nationality, title and
genre. He read the entire 25-volume contemporary history of the modern world
owned by his father, as well as the collected works of Jules Verne, Sigmund Freud,
Bertrand Russell, Aldous Huxley, Benito Mussolini, Joseph Stalin, Emile Zola,
Jack London, and Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. He read the Communist Manifesto,
dipped into Das Kapital, and in his third philosophical journal wrote a long piece
on Marx’s life and works. He intended to write a biography of Marx. He also
wrote a portrait of Lenin, whom he appreciated as a person who “lived, breathed,
and slept” socialist revolution®.

Che got a summer job shipping out with the merchant marine, where
he rubbed shoulders with all sorts of people. Traveling and keeping a journal
became a lifelong habit. His Mozorcycle Diaries, published in 1993, were
widely read and then made into a popular movie of the same name. The book
describes how, in 1952, Che headed across Argentina and towards Chile with
his friend, Alberto Granado, on an old Norton 500cc motorcycle, free-loading
food and lodging whenever they could. Che’s dad had given him a pistol to
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use against danger. One night, they had been courteously extended the use of
a farmer’s barn. Che lay awake looking out into the darkness when suddenly
he saw the fiery eyes of a puma, a South American mountain lion. He squeezed
off a shot and killed the beast. In the morning when he awoke he discovered
that he had, in fact, killed the farmer’s dog®. Che visited the copper mines
in Chile and tin mines in Bolivia. With his characteristically caustic tongue,
he commented that the Yankees had taken everything and left to the native
people “only an ox.”

Upon his return from his motorcycle odyssey, Che demonstrated his
extraordinary capacity for learning by passing ten different medical school exams
in as many weeks, and becoming a doctor: “I dreamed of becoming a famous
investigator... of working indefatigably to find something that could be definitively
placed at the disposition of humanity.” In fact, it was as a revolutionary, rather
than as a doctor, that the world came to know Che.

Guatemala

In 1953, at the age of 25, Che left Argentina for good, ending up in the small
Central America state of Guatemala. Seven months after he arrived there, the
CIA succeeded in overthrowing the elected government of Jacobo Arbenz. A
reformer, Arbenz had stepped on corporate America’s toes by nationalizing some
of the vast unused land holdings of the United Fruit Company. The United
States recruited Castillo Armas, an ex-Army colonel and a furniture salesman,
and supplied him with arms and training in neighboring Nicaragua, then under
the rule of the dictator Somoza. Armas’ troops took over Guatemala with little
resistance, and the 25-year-old Argentine physician was forced to flee to Mexico
with his new wife, the Peruvian Marxist Hilda Gadea, getting out of the country
just in the nick of time. Hilda was more experienced politically than Che. She
helped educate him and bore him a daughter, Hildita, who was born soon after
their escape.

Fidel, in his spoken autobiography, writes that some of those Cubans
who attacked the Moncada barracks in Cuba on July 26, 1953, had escaped to
Guatemala and met Che when he was there during the Arbenz period. (Fidel
Castro, My Life by Fidel Castro & Ignacio Ramonet, p. 172) After Arbenz’s
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overthrow they went together to Mexico where in July of 1955 Che met Fidel
in Mexico City. Although we have no document from a U.S. agency regarding
his stay in Guatemala contemporaneous to that time, documents from 1956
discuss his presence in Guatemala. [Documents 2 and 3, pp85-6] The earliest
document concerning Che is his “Bio Data” sheet and a copy of his passport from
his 1952 entry into the U.S. [Documents 1, pp83—4]

Mexico

After meeting Fidel in Mexico City, Che described him as “...a young man,
intelligent, very sure of himself and of extraordinary audacity: I think there is a
mutual sympathy between us.?*” They went out for dinner, and after talking for
hours, Fidel invited Che to join his guerilla movement. Che accepted on the spot.
He was the second person to do so. The first was Raul Castro, Fidel’s younger
brother. Che wrote, “The truth is that after the experiences of my wanderings
across all of Latin America, and to top it off, in Guatemala, it didn’t take much
to incite me to join any revolution against a tyrant, but Fidel impressed me as
an extraordinary man. He faced and overcame the most impossible things. He
had an exceptional faith in that once he left for Cuba he would arrive. And that
once he arrived, he would fight. And that fighting, he would win. I shared his
optimism... [it was time to] stop crying and fight.”

The profound historical understandings about the poor countries of the
Americas and the Caribbean, which Fidel shared with Che in Mexico City were:
(1) The monopoly land-holdings had to be broken up and given to the peasants
who work them, (2) the population had to be armed to defend their conquest,
and (3) the old ruling repressive apparatus had to be eliminated.

According to Fidel, Che, in their first meeting together, asked him to make
only one promise: “The only thing I ask is that when the Revolution triumphs
in Cuba, you not forbid me for reasons of state, from going to Argentina to
make a revolution there. (Fidel Castro, My Life p. 174) Fidel agreed especially
as he and others were at that time “carrying out an incipient but strong policy
of internationalism.” (Fidel Castro, My Life p. 174) Fidel also talks in this book
about Che’s military training in Mexico. Che and the others were trained by a
Spanish General who had been born in Cuba in 1892. Interestingly, that general,
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Alberto Bayo, had fought in the Spanish Civil War against Franco and fled to
Mexico after the defeat of the Republicans.

On June 20, 1956, Fidel and two comrades were arrested on a street in
downtown Mexico City. Four days later, on June 24, Che too was taken into
custody. Che’s arrest is noted in a U.S. document, which says he was “arrested
in Mexico in connection with the Fidel Castro plot against President Batista
of Cuba.” [Document 2, p85] There is a similar document of roughly the
same date regarding Che’s spouse Hilda Gadea de Guevara, although she was
not arrested. [Document 3, p86] Within days, all the members of the newly
formed ‘July 26" movement were “accused of plotting Batista’s assassination
in collusion Cuban and Mexican Communists . .. Havana had demanded
their extradition.” (Anderson, 189) Che was placed in the jail of the Interior
Ministry. He told them he was a tourist, that he had come from Guatemala and
admitted liking Arbenz. He was charged with violating Mexico’s immigration
laws, although the press sensationalized the story, labeling Che and some twenty
other arrested comrades as Communist plotters. Finally, after some two months

in jail, Che was released—possibly, as Anderson reports, because Fidel had paid
a bribe.

The SierraMaestra

On November 25, 1956, Che, acting as the troop’s doctor, left from Mexico
for Cuba with Fidel and 82 guerillas on the motor launch, Granma. Batista was
forewarned of the invasion, both because of an ill-timed urban uprising in Cuba
as well as the spotting of the Granma by a Cuban ship. The Granma landed at an
unplanned spot in a mango swamp. Batista’s soldiers were there to meet it. Only
22 of the men on board survived the ambush and they scattered into the Sierra
Maestra mountains. Che was caught up in the ambush but escaped. Faced with
a split-second decision, he grabbed a box of ammunition rather than his medical
kit?>. His skills as a warrior were recognized by others, and Fidel promoted him to
commandante. As the war developed, Che became Fidel’s chief confidant as well
as his de facto military chief of staff. He began a relationship with a woman who
fought alongside of him, Aleida March. After Che divorced Hilda, they married
and subsequently had two sons and two daughters.
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During the revolutionary war, Che’s father, brimming with admiration, told
of a reporter who wrote how busy Che was: “[He] had laid the bases for agrarian
reform in the Sierra; built an arms factory; invented a bazooka rifle; inaugurated
the first bread factory in the mountains; built and equipped a hospital; created
the first school and installed a radio transmitter called Radio Rebelde... and he
still had time left to found a small newspaper to inform the rebel troops.?¢”

In 1958 the CIA sent a spy—posing as a journalist—into Che’s camp in the
Sierra Maestra where he headed Column IV (so-called though there were only
two columns) a year before the revolution. The subsequent CIA report states
that Che was “anti-American.” [Document 9, p101] The spy actually slept for a
week in Che’s tent. He smells, the spy reported, and he smokes long cigars in the
evening and regularly reads to his troops. That week he was reading Daudet. “He
is pretty intellectual for a Latino,” the agent wrote. [Document 6e, p95] Another
CIA report describes Che as believing himself to be acting in the “tradition of
Simon Bolivar.” [Document 4, pp87-8] A later CIA report states that Guevara
says he defended Arbenz so Guatemala could defend itself against “exploitation
by foreign capital.” [Document 10, pp102-04]

Together with Camilo Cienfuegos, Che led the troops at the famous battle
of Santa Clara, an operation that cut the island in half, insuring the rebel victory.
The revolutionaries marched into Havana on Jan. 8, 1959. Che was a hero of the
war. A law had to be passed lowering the minimum age of holding office from
35 to 30 so that Fidel could assume the post of prime minister. He was 32 at the
time. Che was 30. Another law was passed making Che a citizen of Cuba.

The success of the Fidelista overthrow of the American-supported Batista
dictatorship seems miraculous. The tiny guerilla force succeeded against 50,000
U.S.-trained and -supplied troops, but the government had few allies among the
people. The guerillas had massive support throughout the cities and countryside,
and in the end there was little Batista could do except quietly board a flight and
escape to Miami.

After the Revolution

After the revolution triumphed, the CIA continued to track Che, making note
of his positions and activities. [Documents 11-16, pp105-13] Che became
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the head of the La Cabana Fortress, where the Batista counter-revolutionaries
and torturers were imprisoned. Appointing Miguel Angel Duque de Estrada
as head of the Comision de Depuracion (“Cleansing Commission”), Che took
overall responsibility for organizing the trials of these men and was scrupulous
in attempting to ensure the judgments passed were objective. Over the course of
three months several hundred prisoners across Cuba were found guilty of murder
or torture and were executed, some 55 at La Cabana®.

Che prepared Cuba’s agrarian reform law and designed the agency that would
implement it. The law was very popular because a lot of Cubans who had fought
on the side of the revolution benefited directly from it. Previously, large tracts
of land had been owned by American corporations. The average Cuban peasant
worked part-time, seasonally, was not literate, and lived from hand to mouth.
The revolutionary government nationalized these big properties—something it
was entitled to do under international law. The former owners were told they
would be compensated for their losses. The American owners were advised that
they would be paid exactly the amount they declared their properties were worth
when they listed them for tax purposes. The offers of the Cuban government
were turned down by these owners.

In retaliation, the United States, which hitherto had processed all of Cuba’s
oil in American-owned refineries, stopped doing so, and Cuba was cut off from
gasoline. The Cubans, in turn, responded by nationalizing the refineries, the bus
company, the phone company, the nickel mines, and the economy in general.
Instead of production for profit, a planned economy was created. This was the
Cuban socialist revolution. The response of the United States was to begin a
blockade, in October 1960.

The following April, Cuban mercenaries organized by the United States
invaded Cuba at Playa Giron (The Bay of Pigs). They were defeated within 72
hours. The economic blockade was fully in place by February 1962 and has
continued to the present®.

The blockade has had devastating consequences on the island. It has been
accompanied by continuing acts of violence against the Cuban people, as
evidenced by a 1999 lawsuit brought against the U.S. government. The lawsuit,
for $181 billion in damages, was filed in Havana by eight organizations in Cuba,
including trade unions, groups of small farmers, the women’s organization, the
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children’s organization, the Committees to Defend the Revolution, and the
veterans. These organizations make up most of the Cuban population. The
suit alleged and identified acts of aggression by the U.S,, its agents, servants,
and employees, from the period of 1960 to 1999. Among a litany of charges
the document averred that the U.S. was responsible over these four decades for
killing 3,498 persons in Cuba and injuring 2,099 more. The suit charged that the
U.S. launched and supported air and naval attacks against Cuba, machine gun
attacks on people in Havana and on passenger trains, supported armed terrorist
groups in the countryside, the Bay of Pigs invasion, the bombing of a Cubana
airliner in 1976 in which 73 people were killed, and the infliction of emotional
suffering from acts of terrorism. It asserted that the U.S. launched biological
warfare causing dengue fever, often fatal to children, and the introduction of
swine flu which killed 500,000 pigs. The suit alleged that the U.S. supported
terrorists who murdered teachers and attacked collective farms, setting fire to
the sugar crops and killing people in the process. This lawsuit and its outcome is
described in Washington on Trial: The People of Cuba vs. the U.S. Government,
edited by David Deutschmann and Michael Ratner (Ocean Press, 1999).

In the six years Che spent in Cuba before he left in 1965—first to fight
in the Congo, and then Bolivia—he headed up Cuba’s National Bank; traveled
extensively; successfully concluded trade deals around the world; served as a
spokesperson for Cuba, with notable élan at the United Nations; and headed
Cuba’s industrialization effort in order to get away from a dependent one-crop
export economy. He wrote the classic manual On Guerilla Warfare, which was
read intently on both sides of the class line, by revolutionaries as well as the
American military.

Che spoke widely throughout Cuba, speeches which were either monitored
by or recorded by informants working with the CIA and the FBI. While
accepting an honorary degree at the University of Las Villas in December of
1959, Che told the gathered faculty and students that the days when education
was a privilege of the white middle classes had ended. “The University,” he said,
“must paint itself black, mulatto, worker and peasant.” If it didn’t, he warned,
“the people would break down its doors . . . and paint the University the colors
they liked.?” In a speech at Havana University in 1962, he spoke of the role
of students in the revolutionary process. Che emphasized that there are “those
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who, although coming from a social class which has been destroyed, are capable
of understanding the historical necessity and absolute impossibility of changing
what has occurred in Cuba—students who want to join the revolution.” (Che
Guevara and the FBI, p. 85)

Che In Africa I: The Algiers Speech February, 1963

In the early part of 1965, Che travelled to Africa to engage with the liberation
struggles that were taking place in a number of countries there. He visited an
MPLA camp located in the Congo-Brazzaville Republic, a trip closely followed
by U.S. spy agencies. [Document 17, pp114-15] The MPLA was the guerilla
group fighting for the liberation of Angola from Portugal. Che’s speech to the
MPLA stated that Cuba is “entirely with you, the Angolan people, with the people
of Mozambique and of the so called Portuguese Guinea.” Che then emphasized
that the most difficult problem in winning a guerilla war “is that the man in the
mountains must be made into a guerilla.” A guerilla is one “who has learned not
to fear the army of the enemy.” “We were not an army of heroes. Far from it. But
at the end, a relatively small group completely defeated the army of tyranny.”

Che’s last public speech, widely recognized as one of his most important, was
given in Algiers in February 1965, at the Second Economic Seminar on Afro-
Asian Solidarity. Che spoke movingly of the need for international solidarity in
the struggle against imperialism: “[B]ecause there are no frontiers in the struggle
to the death, we cannot remain indifferent in the face of what occurs in any
part of the world. A victory for any country against imperialism is our victory,
just as any country’s defeat is a defeat for us all. The practice of internationalism
is not only a duty for the peoples who struggle for a better future; it is also an
inescapable necessity.” (Che Guevara Reader, Ocean Press, 1997)

While Che acknowledged Soviet military aid and a generous Soviet trade
agreement that subsidized Cuba’s sugar exports, his speech in Algiers criticized
the Soviet Union for insufficiently supporting the Vietnamese and taking
competitive advantage of Third World countries—in short, as he said, for being
“an accomplice with imperialism.” It was at this conference that Che said the
socialist countries “have the moral duty to liquidate their tacit complicity with
Western countries.” The speech was a slap in the face for those in Moscow who
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favored peaceful coexistence.” Che advocated extending the revolution to protect
Cuba’s gains and to offer solidarity with the embattled Vietnamese.

Che arrived back in Cuba on March 14, 1965, and disappeared from public
sight towards the end of March. He never again publicly appeared in Cuba.

Rumors of a Split with Fidel

Some commentators have claimed that the Algiers speech angered Fidel, as Cuba
was relying upon aid from some of the socialist countries Che criticized, and
that the speech was therefore a factor in Che’s leaving Cuba. However, these
commentators have taken parts of the speech out of context. Che also said that
the Soviet Union and China were “the most generous toward the third world.”
Other evidence demonstrates that Che was preparing to leave Cuba long before
this speech and for reasons unrelated to any supposed disagreements with Fidel.

Che clearly left Cuba to fight in and lead liberation struggles. In almost
every speech he gave, he exhorted people to fight against imperialism and to do
so with armed struggle. He saw the fight as a worldwide necessity, and Cuba as an
example to be emulated. It is known that he was planning a Bolivian and Latin
American guerilla strategy since at least as early as 1962 and probably before.
Tania (Tamara Bunke), the revolutionary who was with him in Bolivia, was
trained in Cuba. She had met Che in 1964 in East Germany and in that meeting
Che explained that her mission was to go to Bolivia.

The CIA files reflect the vast rumor-mongering that spread worldwide as
to whether Che and Fidel had split, or worse. An October 1965 Intelligence
Memorandum entitled the “The Fall of Che Guevara” asserts that Fidel had
dropped Guevara who had fallen from power because of his opposition to
“the practical policies recommended by the Soviet Union.” Other information
collected by the spy agencies asserted that Che had been assassinated by the
Soviets and that he had a violent political argument with Fidel and was probably
killed as a resul¢®®,

The truth is that there was no split. When Che joined up with Fidel and
the Cubans in Mexico City in 1956, it was with the understanding that if they
succeeded in Cuba, Che was free to move on. The Cubans embraced Che’s
internationalism, as evidenced by their efforts in Algeria, the Congo and Bolivia.
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Fidel not only supported Che’s Bolivian campaign but followed it on an almost
daily basis as long as there was radio contact. In the final days of the Bolivian
campaign when there had been no news about Che, Fidel visited regularly with
Che’s family worrying about the outcome. In addition, despite Soviet objections
to Che’s presence in Bolivia and the possibility of serious harm to Cuba’s economic
ties to the Soviet Union, Fidel insisted on Cuba’s support for Che and the Latin
American revolutionary movements.

This support is summarized in Document 36, pp152-53 a CIA Intelligence
Information Cable, dated October 17, 1967, a few days after Che’s murder.
The document recounts the history of the discussions between Fidel and the
Soviet Union on the subject of Cuba’s attitude towards Che and revolutions in
Bolivia and elsewhere. This document is of historic significance. An alarmed
Soviet government, upon learning that Che was in Bolivia, sent Soviet Premier
Aleksey Kosygin to visit Fidel in Havana from June 26" to June 30* of 1967. In
all likelihood using electronic surveillance the CIA was able to listen in on the
discussions, and sent condensed transcripts to the White House and the Army,
among other places. Kosygin’s purpose in speaking with Castro was to express
his government’s opposition to Che’s presence in Bolivia and Castro’s policy of
supporting revolutionary activity in Latin America. He objected to the fact that
his government was not told of the Bolivian initiative beforehand and that the
guerilla effort was ‘playing into the hands of the imperialists,” and was weakening
and diverting the efforts of the ‘Socialist World,” that is, those Latin American
communist parties loyal to Moscow, in its efforts to ‘liberate’ Latin America.

Castro did not accept Kosygin’s premise that the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and its followers in Latin America were revolutionary. This CIA
document shows succinctly how conscious the American intelligence agency
was of the differences between Cuba and the Soviet Union and where the U.S.
interests lay. The CIA knew that Cuba did not agree with the Soviet approach to
“Wars of National Liberation” in Latin America. It stated that Castro “[a]ccused
the U.S.S.R. of having turned its back upon its own revolutionary tradition and
of having moved to a point where it would refuse to support any revolutionary
movement unless the actions of the latter contributed to the achievement of
Soviet objectives, as contrasted to international Communist objectives.” This
document effectively puts to rest any questions regarding a split with Fidel or
claims that Fidel did not support Che in Bolivia.
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Che in Africa I, July 1965

After Che’s Algiers speech, in which he expressed enthusiasm for the revolutionary
possibilities in Africa, Fidel raised the idea that Che return to Africa to lead the
Cuban guerilla contingent already in training for a mission to the Congo. Che
left in April 1965. According to Miguel “Red Beard” Pinero, then head of Cuba’s
overseas revolutionary activities, “Che didn’t need much convincing. [He] came
back really enthused by his contacts with the Africans. So Fidel told him ‘why
don’t you go to Africa?” He was really restless with the passing of time and his
inability to fulfill what he saw as his historic mission.3"”

The Congo Mission to defeat the Western-backed Tshombe regime did
not succeed. The rebellion Che joined was led by the political heirs of Patrice
Lumumba, the Congo’s first Prime Minister, who had who had been murdered
by Tshombe’s forces, most likely with U.S. collusion, in 1961. By the time Che
arrived, the rebellion was almost over and it was unlikely much could have been
done, despite the Cuban support. In addition, the Congolese rebel leadership,
including Laurent Kabila, remained disorganized and uncooperative®?. During
this period the world-wide rumor-mongering and wild speculation as to Che’s
whereabouts and his relations with Fidel and the Cuban Revolution were such
that Fidel felt compelled to make public a farewell letter that Che had written to
him before leaving for Africa. The CIA was aware that Fidel was seeking to quell
the speculation about Che. This is reflected in an Intelligence Information Cable
dated September 28, 1965, in which Fidel is reported to have announced that a
document explaining Che’s absence would be read at a public event. [Document
16, p113]

Fidel read out Che’s letter at a rally on October 3, after introducing the
Central Committee of the newly created Communist Party of Cuba. “Other
regions of the world claim the support of my modest efforts. I can do what is
forbidden to you because of your responsibility to Cuba, and the time has come
for us to separate . . . On new battlefields I will carry with me the faith that you
have inculcated in me, the revolutionary spirit of my people, the feeling of having

»

fulfilled the most sacred of duties: to fight imperialism wherever it may be* . . .
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Che and the CIA in Bolivia

After the letter was made public and the possibilities in the Congo had been
exhausted, Che did not want to return in any public capacity to Cuba. He had
given up his honorary Cuban citizenship and all his official positions and had
cast his lot with world revolution. When Che did return from Africa briefly for
training in Cuba in 1966, his presence on the island was not made public. There
is much speculation in the CIA documents at that time over his whereabouts, but
they truly did not know where he was. Although Che was not yet in Bolivia, a
CIA document of April 23, 1966, titled “Revolutionary Group Allegedly Bound
for Bolivia” states that 90 “Cuban-trained revolutionaries” are going to Bolivia
and that Che Guevara is leading a force of guerillas in the Andes. [Document
18, p116]. Che’s preparations, including the setting up of a clandestine network
in La Paz, had been in the works for some years, and the CIA evidently had some
inkling of his plans.

Why did Che choose Bolivia? Landlocked, Bolivia was Latin America’s
poorest, most illiterate, most rural and most Indian country. It was also the
most unstable country in Latin America, having gone through 189 changes in
government since it became an independent republic in 1825. Like Mexico in
the years 1910 to 1920, and Cuba more recently, Bolivia was a Latin American
country whose revolution in 1952 was based on popular participation. And, of
course, Bolivia is a neighbor to Che’s home country of Argentina.

Constantio Apasa, a Bolivian tin miner, summed up the political situation
in his country in the year that Che arrived: “When the MNR (Revolutionary
Nationalist Movement) came to power in 1952, we felt it was a workers™ party
and things would be different. But then the MNR politicians organized a secret
police and filled their pockets. They rebuilt the army which we had destroyed,
and when it got big enough, the army threw them out. Now the army has new
weapons which we cannot match.?*” The 1964 military coup ended the MNR’s
twelve year reign. The military officers who now ran Bolivia were all U.S.-trained.

Che arrived in Bolivia via Uruguay in early November of 1966 disguised as a
Uruguayan businessman. So deceptive was his appearance—shaved beard, horn-
rimmed glasses, tailored bank suit—that Phil Agee, the CIA agent in Uruguay
charged with finding Che, (who was to quit the agency soon thereafter and
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become a supporter of the Cuban Revolution), wrote that Che easily avoided
Uruguayan officials despite a warning leaflet Agee had prepared and passed out
at the airport in Montevideo. In fact, Fidel told author Ignacio Ramonet that
even Raul Castro failed to recognize Che upon meeting him before he left Cuba
for Bolivia®.

Che’s plan was to set up a camp for his guerillas and, once they were trained,
move his troops north to engage the weak Bolivian army. On November 7, 1966,
Che arrived at the guerilla base on the Nacahuazu River in Bolivia. It is the first
date in Che’s Bolivian Diary, and opens with: “Today begins a new phase. We
arrived at the farm at night. The trip went quite well.” (The Bolivian Diary, p. 35
Ocean Press, 2006). They were to train for approximately four months before
engaging in battle. We have no U.S. government documents from roughly the
day Che arrived in Bolivia until some four months later. It seems probable that
the U.S. did not know his whereabouts during this time. We have used Che’s
diary to fill in this gap.

What follows are shortened versions of Che’s monthly summaries for
November, December, January, and February, 1967. During this period the
guerillas were training, scouting terrain, and preparing themselves for battle. Che
was holding secret meetings with Mario Monje, head of the Communist Party of
Bolivia, who ultimately refused to support the expedition. Che noted in his diary
that “the party is now taking up ideological arms against us.”

At the end of November Che writes: “Everything has gone quite well; my
arrival was without incident. . . . The general outlook seems good in this remote
region®. . ..” By the end of December “the team of Cubans has been successfully
completed; morale is good and there are only minor problems. The Bolivians are
doing well, although only few in number.?”” At the end of January:

“Now the real guerilla phase begins and we will test the troops; time will
tell what they can do and what the prospects for the Bolivian revolution are. Of
everything that was envisioned, the slowest has been the incorporation of Bolivian
combatants.®®” On February 1, Che took most of the men on what was supposed
to be a two-week training mission. It turned into an almost 50-day ordeal in
which two of the Bolivians drowned. At the end of February, while still on the
training mission, Che wrote: “Although I have no news of what is happening at
the camp, everything is going reasonably well, with some exceptions, fatal in one
instance. . . . The next phase will be combat, and will be decisive.?*”
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By the middle of the following month things had stopped “going reasonably
well.” On March 16, three days before Che and his guerillas returned to the camp,
two men, Vincente Rocabado Terrazas and Pastor Barrera Quintana, deserted
from the party that had been left behind. They were picked up and interrogated
by the Bolivian authorities. They gave information about the guerillas and their
location. As a result, the police raided a farm where some of the guerillas were
stationed. From then on, Che and his guerillas were effectively on the run. The
Bolivian army was scouring the area, and those who had stayed behind saw a
plane circling above the area over a period of days.

The report from the deserters caused alarm at the highestlevels of the Bolivian
government, as is set forth in a Department of State telegram to the Secretary
of State and others from the U.S. Ambassador to Bolivia, Douglas Henderson.
Henderson had been ambassador to Bolivia since 1963, a year before the Bolivian
revolution was overthrown in 1964. He was a career foreign-service officer whose
father had joined the U.S. Army and helped put down the Philippine insurrection
0f 1899-1902, as well as the Mexican Revolution in 1916. Henderson’s telegram
describes a meeting held on March 17. [Document 19, pp117-18] The meeting
was between President Barrientos, his acting chief of the armed forces and other
Bolivian military officials on the one side, and on the other side, Henderson, his
Deputy Chief of Mission and the Defense Attaché.

The subject of the memo is “Reported Guerilla Activity in Bolivia.” It opens
with a reference to a phone call to the ambassador. “At the urgent request of
President Barrientos, I called on him at his house this afternoon.” In substance,
Henderson’s telegram reports the capture of the two deserters, their admitted
association with about 40 guerillas, and their location. The deserters said they
were led by Castroite Cubans and the contingent included other nationalities.
The two men mentioned Che Guevara as the leader but admitted they had never
seen him. Both Henderson and Barrientos were doubtful of Guevara’s presence.
Barrientos “requested immediate assistance, especially radio locating equipment
to help pin-point reported guerilla radio transmitters.” Henderson responds by
making no commitments and says to Washington that “we are taking this report
of guerilla activity with some reserve.” But he says he will try and furnish the
radio equipment locally before asking for further help.

Barrientos had come to power in the typical Bolivian manner: The
democratically-elected government of Victor Paz Estenssoro was overthrown
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in November of 1964 by a U.S.-supported coup, which Barrientos led. The
CIA and the Pentagon wanted Paz out. In 1964, Paz had voted to keep Cuba
in the Organization of American States and against the U.S.-sponsored OAS
sanctioning of Cuba, refusing to break relations between his country and
the beleaguered island. Che called the OAS the “Ministry of Colonies.”
Barrientos had trained in the United States and had a close relationship with
both the CIA and the American military. His friend and flight instructor
while he trained in America was Colonel Edward Fox, who was the military
attaché at the American embassy in La Paz in 1964. At that time Fox worked
for the CIA.

Twenty of the twenty-three top Bolivian military men now running the
country were trained by the United States at the School of the Americas then
in the Panama Canal Zone, as were 1,200 officers and men in the Bolivian
armed forces. The School of the Americas trained and indoctrinated so many
Latin American military men it was known throughout Latin America as the
“Escuela de Golpes” (Coup School). Recent events in Vietnam were very much
on Ambassador Henderson’s mind, and he was wary of Barrientos. He stood for a
more measured response to the guerillas than the hard-line approach suggested by
the Bolivian president. He believed that “overkill” could easily make the Bolivian
peasantry into durable enemies of the United States.

In a survey of instability across Latin America in 1965, the CIA ranked
Bolivia second only to the Dominican Republic, which they were to invade that
year. The Agency was afraid that the political turmoil in Bolivia could lead to
communists toppling Barrientos. Through Henderson, Barrientos requested
that the United States provide the Bolivian army with high-performance aircraft
and napalm as well as the radio locators. He also asked Henderson to warn the
governments of Paraguay and Argentina about the guerilla threat, which he
did. However, on Henderson’s advice, the U.S put off supplying aircraft and
napalm, fearing that their use would likely prove counterproductive by turning
the peasantry toward Che.

On March 19, Che arrived back at the guerilla’s base camp after the lengthy
training mission that had gone awry. Upon his return he received the bad news
about the two desertions. Che, too, had seen a plane circling the day before and
was concerned. He was told the news that the police had raided the farm and that
the army could be advancing against them.
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He met with Tania Benke, the undercover operative who had been sent to La
Paz two years earlier as support for Che, who had arrived at the camp during his
absence. Tania was thirty-two years old and had grown up in Argentina, where
her parents were refugees from Nazi Germany. Her father, a language teacher, was
German; her mother was a Russian Jew. Both were Communists. Tania first met
Che in 1959 when he led a delegation to East Germany and she was a philosophy
student at Humboldt University in East Berlin. She moved to Cuba two years
later where she attended the University of Havana, worked in the Ministry of
Education, and joined the Cuban Women’s Militia before leaving for Bolivia.

Tania had arrived at the camp in February along with Regis Debray and Ciro
Bustos. Debray was to have been Che’s courier to Havana and then to Paris. He
came from an upper-class Parisian family and had attended the prestigious Ecole
normale superieure. Debray had recently taught philosophy in Havana and had
written the widely-read book Revolution in the Revolution, which laid out what
became the Fidelista theory of revolution—small groups of guerillas operating in
the countryside and linking with supporters in the cities in a way that provided a
catalyst for the seizure of power. The Leninist concept of building a mass socialist
party was discarded. Debray popularized Guevara’s argument that such a party was
not necessary at this late stage of imperialism. In situations such as Bolivia where
the government and its army were extremely weak and the American military
stretched thin with 500,000 troops bogged down in Vietnam, a rural guerilla force
with support in the urban areas could come to power without building a party of
the Leninist type. This is what, Guevara argued, had happened in Cuba.

Tania had arranged false documents for Debray and Bustos, an Argentinian
artist and an early supporter of the Cuban revolution who had travelled to
Cuba in 1960, met Che, and collaborated with him in organizing support for
revolutionaries in Uruguay before going to Bolivia. Despite Che’s orders to the
contrary, Tania had herself accompanied the men from La Paz to the Camiri
guerilla camp. While she waited for Che, her jeep was discovered by the Bolivian
army. It tied her to both the guerillas and the support network in La Paz. Che
wrote: “Everything indicates that Tania has become known, which means that
two years of good patient work has been lost. Departure has become very difficult
now.*”

A few days after Che’s return to the base camp, early on the morning of
March 23, 1967, the guerillas fought their first battle. Che had sent out some of
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his men to set up a defensive perimeter. In the course of doing so they sprung
an ambush on a group of Bolivian soldiers, killing seven and capturing eighteen.
As Che reports, “Two prisoners—a major and a captain—talked like parrots.'”
After this battle, it was obvious to Che that his general whereabouts had been
discovered. This meant he and his men had to stay on the move.

A U.S. Department of Defense Intelligence Information Report dated March
31, 1967, on the subject of counterinsurgency capabilities in Bolivia reports in
detail on this March 23 battle. [Document 21, pp121-22] “After diminishing
reports of guerilla activity during the weekend of 17-21 March 1967, on March 23
a Bolivian army patrol clashed with a guerilla group ranging in reported numbers
from 50-400. This action occurred in Nancahausu (1930S/6340W). . . .They
are a well organized force and are armed with modern weapons and under the
direction of Castroite Cubans. . . . The Bolivian Army has approximately 600 men
involved at the present time . . . They are being supported by the Air Force. . ..”

The success of Che’s forces caused alarm to Bolivian officials. On the day of
the battle, Barrientos had another meeting with the U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission
advising him that the guerilla situation had worsened, and that he believed the
guerillas were “part of a large subversive movement led by Cuban and other
foreigners.” Barrientos said his troops were “green and ill-equipped” and asked
again for urgent U.S. assistance. The recent attacks led the U.S. officials to believe
that the guerillas “could constitute potential security threat to the Government of
Bolivia.”[Documents 20, 21, pp119-22] This Intelligence Information Report
also points out “That the United States is the only foreign country providing
military assistance and hardware to Bolivia.” [Document 21, pp121-22]

Henderson and Barrientos met again on March 27, 1967. In a one and
one-half hour meeting Barrientos appealed for direct U.S. aid to support the
Bolivian armed forces so they could meet the “emergency” in which Bolivia was
“helping to fight for the U.S.” [Document 20, pp119-20] The Department of
State responded to Henderson by saying it was reluctant to support a significantly
enlarged army, but would provide a “limited amount of essential material to
assist a carefully orchestrated response to the threat.” If that proved inadequate,
Henderson was to assure Barrientos that the U.S. would consider further
requests for help. [Document 20] On March 31, 1967, the Department of State
informed U.S. embassies in neighboring countries that the plan was to “block the
guerilla escape, then bring in, train and prepare a ranger-type unit to eliminate
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the guerillas.” Further, the Department of State was considering using a special
U.S. Military Training Team “for accelerated training [of the] counter- guerilla
force.” [Document 20]

In reporting on this meeting, Henderson noted the sad state of the Bolivian
armed forces: “I suspect that Barrientos is beginning to suffer some genuine
anguish over the sad spectacle offered by the poor performance of his armed forces
in this episode; i.e., an impetuous foray into reported guerilla country, apparently
based on a fragment of intelligence and resulting in a minor disaster, which
further tended to panic the GOB into a lather of ill-coordinated activity, with
less than adequate professional planning and logistical support.” [Document 20]

Che’s analysis in his diary entry at the end of March included, among other
points, an assessment of the overall situation: “General panorama is characterized
as follows: The phase of consolidation and purging of the guerilla force—fully
completed. The initial phase of the struggle, characterized by a precise and
spectacular blow [the battle of March 23. 1967], but marked by gross indecision
before and after the fact. . . . [bad conduct and missed opportunities by two of
the guerillas].” He concluded that “evidently, we will have to hit the road before
I expected and move on, leaving a group to recover, saddled with the burden of
four possible informers. The situation is not good, but now begins a new testing
phase for the guerilla force that will be of great benefit once surpassed.”

On April 10, the guerillas again engaged in two ambushes, in which a total
of eight Bolivian soldiers were killed, eight wounded, and 22 or 28 (the diary is
unclear) taken prisoner. One of Che’s men was killed®. On April 17, Che split
up his group. Tania and another guerilla were ill and they, along with some other
stragglers, were left with Joaquin (Major Juan Vitalio Acufia, a commandante
in the Revolution) while Che and the remaining guerillas went off*. The two
parties were never to meet up again.

After the discovery of the guerillas in March, American General Robert W.
Porter, Chief of the Southern Command, went to Bolivia to assess the situation.
Other American generals and admirals made some half dozen visits between
March and Guevara’s death in October. On April 18, General Porter sent Air
Force Brigadier William A. Tope to Bolivia to make a full report on the guerilla
situation and the help that the Bolivians needed. He stayed through April 30th,
and met three times with Barrientos and also with Air Force General Ovando®.
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The Bolivian military was very weak, and both Che and the Americans knew
it. General Tope, after meeting with Barrientos, wrote a report that was sent to
American President Lyndon Johnson’s Latin American advisor Walt Whitman
Rostow. Tope reported that the Barrientos and Bolivian high command wanted
fighter planes and napalm. Tope believed that the thinking of the Bolivian generals
was “archaic, impulsive, and self-aggrandizing.*” He, like Henderson, was afraid
that Barrientos would indiscriminately bomb civilians, which he believed would
be counter-productive.

General Tope proposed to General Ovando that the United States train
a Bolivian battalion whose mission would be to exterminate Che’s guerillas?.
Ovando was enthusiastic. As a result, on April 28, while Tope was still in Bolivia,
the United States Military Advisory Group signed an agreement with the Bolivian
government providing training and equipment to the Bolivian army. The entire
document, entitled Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Activation,
Organization and Training of the 2™ Ranger Battalion-Bolivian Army, is
reproduced in the pages that follow. [Document 22, pp123-25]

The agreement opens with a recognition of a “possible threat to the internal
security of the Republic of Bolivia in the Oriente,” and agrees “that a rapid
reaction force of battalion size capable of executing counterinsurgency operations
in jungle and difficult terrain throughout this region will be created in the vicinity
if Santa Cruz, Republic of Bolivia.” The Bolivian Generals agreed “to furnish
the troops and a suitable place to have them trained.” The Americans agreed to
supply and train them and provide intelligence. They promised to send sixteen
American officers whose mission would be to “. . . produce a rapid reaction force
capable of counter-insurgency operations.”

The Americans quickly put in place the intelligence network promised in the
agreement, something badly needed by the Bolivians. General Tope reported that
“The Bolivians’ armed forces do not have a sound, or even workable intelligence
system.” This was because the Bolivian army had been dismantled after the 1952
revolution and was only reconstructed beginning in 1964 with the ascendancy
of the military dictatorship. Tope sent U.S. Air Force General William K. Skaer,
his head of intelligence in Panama, to Bolivia to set up the network. Hector
Maloney, a CIA officer, assigned to Porter’s command, was also sent to help Skaer
get things started®.
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On April 20, a week prior to the signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding, Regis Debray and the Argentinean Ciro Bustos left the
guerillas’ camp along with the journalist George Andrew Roth. Roth had
tracked down the guerillas and may have been a collaborator with the CIA.
Debray knew nothing of this possible involvement®. Debray thought, wrongly,
that he and Bustos could pose as journalists too. Their plan did not work, and
upon walking into a village on the same day they had left Che, Debray, Bustos
and Roth were captured by the Bolivian Army. Their quick capture and the
fact that Roth was released in July before the others lends credibility to the
assertion that Roth was indeed working with the CIA. Debray and Bustos were
tortured. Debray was beaten with a hammer. Bustos confessed when shown
photos of his daughters. They admitted that Che was in Bolivia, providing
solid confirmation, for the first time, of what the American and Bolivian
governments suspected. Bustos even provided accurate hand-drawn portraits
of the guerillas. A CIA agent, a Cuban-American code-named Gabriel Garcia
Garcia, aided the interrogations®.

The summary of activity in April appearing in Che’s diary is that “things are
developing normally,” but “we are totally cut off,” “[the] peasant support base
has yet to develop,” and “there has not been a single new recruit.” Regarding the
military strategy, Che emphasizes that: “It seems certain the North Americans
will intervene heavily here, having already sent helicopters and apparently the
Green Berets, although they have not been seen around here.” Che concludes
that “morale is good among all combatants who have had their preliminary test
as guerilla fighters.>"”

On May 8, pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding, sixteen Green
Berets arrived in Bolivia to train the Bolivian Second Ranger Battalion, which
had been set up to track down and eliminate the guerillas. The Green Berets had
been created by President John E Kennedy after the failure of the Americans at
the Bay of Pigs, to operate as a force for international counter-insurgency. The
group in Bolivia was under the leadership of an officer named Ralph “Pappy”
Shelton. A career soldier, Shelton came from an impoverished family and had
only a tenth-grade education. He had been wounded in Korea before going to
Officers Candidate School where promising soldiers are trained to be officers.
He then fought in Vietnam and Laos. Shelton arrived in Bolivia from Panama
the second week of April in 1967. The training lasted until September 19¢h.
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The Green Berets trained the Bolivians to operate in units divided into platoons,
companies, and finally the battalion. They were taught how to march, shoot,
detect booby traps, fight hand to hand, deal with barbed wire, and to move
around at night. They built themselves up physically and practiced firing at
targets. It was particularly important to teach them how to avoid ambushes.
Shelton himself was reportedly very popular with local civilians. He made a point
out of socializing and would visit local bars and play his guitar®.

Meanwhile, also on May 8 Che’s guerillas mounted another ambush of
Bolivian soldiers, killing three and taking ten prisoners, along with some rifles,
ammunition and food. The next morning they set the soldiers free®.

On May 11, Walt Rostow wrote a letter to Johnson reporting that “the first
credible report that ‘Che’ Guevara is alive and operating in Latin America,” had
been received, but that “[w]e need more evidence before concluding that Guevara
is operational—and not dead. . . .” [Document 23, p126] The information
probably had come from the interrogation of Bustos and Debray, or from the
guerillas captured in Bolivia.

At the end of May, Che summarized his situation in his diary. Most
significantly, he wrote that there now was a “total lack of contact with Manila
(Havana), La Paz, and Joaquin, which reduces the group to 25.>#” This situation
was only to get worse.

CIA Agents Disguised as Bolivian Soldiers

In light of information from the interrogations of captured guerillas, and especially
the information given by Debray and Bustos, the United States stepped up its
efforts to implement the April agreement with the Bolivians. By mid to late June
the U.S. had recruited two Cuban-Americans who would wear Bolivian military
uniforms, blend in with the Bolivian soldiers and accompany the Bolivian Ranger
Battalion as they sought to eliminate the guerillas. One was Gustovo Villoldo,
known in Bolivia under the alias Eduardo Gonzalez.

Villoldo, a Miami counter-revolutionary who had fought in the Bay of
Pigs and whose wealthy father had owned a car dealership in Havana before the
revolution, was hired by the CIA to set up an intelligence network in Bolivia.
Earlier in his career he had been sent by the CIA to the Congo with a group
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of Cuban counter-revolutionaries to help the Tshombe government to fight the
Castroists who were there. He had known Che was in the Congo®.

Villoldo first arrived in Bolivia in February, 1967, and returned there in
July. In an interview in Miami on November 21, 1995, he told Jose Castaneda
that “we placed a series of assets and those assets began giving us information
we needed to neutralize (the uprising). That entire mechanism, that logistical
support . . . left the guerillas completely isolated. We completely penetrated the
urban network.>®”

Serving under Villoldo was the second Cuban American employed by the
U.S.57: CIA agent Felix Rodriguez, who went on to become well known as a
result of his claim to be the highest ranking military officer on the scene when
Che was executed. Rodriguez’s 1989 autobiography is titled, with characteristic
bravado, Shadow Warrior: The CIA Hero of a Hundred Unknown Battles. In
it, he recounts how he grew up as the only child of a well-to-do provincial
Cuban family of Spanish/Basque ancestry. One of his uncles was a minister in
the Batista government, another was a judge. He spent time at the farm of his
uncle, Feliz Mendiguitia, where he rode horses and, at the age of seven, learned
to shoot a rifle. At age ten he went off to military school, living with another
uncle, Jose Antonio Mendiguita, Batista’s Minister of Public Works, in a big
house in the expensive Miramar neighborhood in Havana. In seventh grade he
left to attend a boarding school in Pennsylvania. His family opposed the July
26th Movement even before Batista’s dictatorship was toppled. They moved to
Miami after the revolution. Rodriguez assures his readers that they were “very
much anti-communist.”

At the age of 17, Rodriguez joined the Anti-Communist League of the
Caribbean, sponsored by Dominican Republic strongman General Raphael
Trujillo, who Rodriguez refers to as a “so-called tyrant.” Thereafter, Felix trained
in the Dominican Republic for an invasion of Cuba, but did not participate in the
group’s failed 1959 invasion. By now living in Miami, Rodriguez went on to join
the Cruzada Cubana Constitutional, one of the many anti-communist groups in
the city, whose goal was to “begin military operations against Castro.” Rodriguez
was made a platoon sergeant. He thought of himself as a “revolutionary,”
spoke often of “honor” and “freedom,” and dreamed of “liberating Cuba.” He
was cighteen years old and just graduated from high school. He was given an
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expensive sports car by his family and spent the summer chasing girls at the
beach. He decided against going to college and instead forged his father’s name
on an application to go to fight in Cuba.

In 1961, at the age of 21, Rodriguez volunteered to assassinate Fidel Castro
with what he described as “a beautiful German bolt-action rifle with a powerful
telescopic sight, all neatly packed in a custom-made padded carrying case. There
was also a box of ammo, twenty rounds.” A spot was picked out for the murder,
at a location Castro was known to frequent. The young assassin tried three times
to take a boat from Miami to Havana, but the boat failed to show up and finally
the mission was cancelled. Rodriguez described himself as being “tremendously
disappointed,” because “I was a Cuban soldier. I considered myself at war with
Fidel as I as far as I was concerned, he is still is a legitimate military target even
today.”

Much later, Rodriguez recounted that he had learned of many CIA attempts
to murder Castro. He was asked in 1987 by the independent counsel investigating
the Iran/Contra scandal if he, himself, had tried to kill Castro with an exploding
cigar. “No sir, I did not,” he answered. “But I did volunteer to kill that son of a
bitch in 1961 with a telescopic rifle.” Rodriguez participated in the Bay of Pigs
invasion of the same year, where he infiltrated Cuba with a pre-invasion group.
When the operation failed, he managed to evade capture and fled to Venezuela,
and then back to Miami.

After his participation in the murder of Che, Rodriguez went on to work
with the CIA in Vietnam and, during the Reagan-era Contra wars, in El Salvador,
and Nicaragua. He boasted of his friendship with then Vice-President George
Bush and proudly showed people the Rolex watch he wore as a trophy, claiming
that he took it from Che after he had been killed®®.

The United States was afraid that a large presence of U.S. soldiers in Bolivia
would be counter-productive and only Villoldo and Rodriguez, disguised as
Bolivian army officers, were allowed to go into the combat zones. The very top
levels of the American government, army, and intelligence service actively followed
the unfolding events. On June 23, Rostow sent President Johnson a summary of
the situation “with guerillas in Bolivia.” [Document 24, pp127-28] It noted
that on March 24, Bolivian security forces had been ambushed, that since then
six other battles had been fought, and that the “Bolivian forces have come off
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badly in these engagements.” Rostow’s summary referred to the cable he had sent
President Johnson on June 4 where he, Rostow, reported that the guerillas had
between 50 and 60 people, but maybe as high as 100. He pointed out to Johnson
that the seventeen-man Green Beret team had arrived and was training a new
Bolivian Ranger battalion and that the CIA, because of the information given to
them by Debray and Bustos, now believed Che headed the guerilla forces. At that
time 600 Bolivian soldiers were in the counterinsurgency efforts, supported by
the Bolivian Air Force. The plan of the Bolivian military was to maintain contact
with the guerillas and block their escape until the Ranger unit being trained by
the Americans could move in and eliminate them®.

There was an urgent tone to Rostow’s assessment that without U.S aid and
training the problems in Bolivia might become very serious. He pointed out
that the Bolivian army was “outclassed” by the guerillas, and if their forces were
“augmented” the government of Bolivia could be threatened: “The outlook is not
clear. The guerillas were discovered early before they were able to consolidate and
take the offensive. The pursuit by the government forces, while not very effective,
does keep them on the run. These are two plusses. At their present strength the
guerillas do not appear to pose an immediate threat to Barrientos. If their forces
were to be quickly augmented and they were able to open new fronts in the near
future, as now rumored, the thin Bolivian armed forces would be hard-pressed
and the fragile political situation would be threatened. The hope is that with
our help Bolivian security capabilities will out-distance guerilla capabilities and
eventually clear them out.” [Document 24, pp127-28]

President Johnson told Rostow on June 23 to confer with the CIA, State
Department, and Defense Department on the “whole guerilla problem in
Latin America.®®” The next day Rostow met with the CIA, State Department
and Defense Department. Rostow put Bolivia number one on a list of the most
urgent matters because of the weak army and the fragile political situation. These
factors were at the center of Che’s decision to go to Bolivia in the first place;
evidently the CIA and State Department agreed with his analysis®'.

The United States and its Bolivian clients were moving in for the kill.
Everything was in place. Rodriguez and Villoldo were on the ground providing
intelligence for the Bolivian army. The head of the Bolivian Interior Ministry,
Anthony Arguedos, was on the CIA’s payroll, and Edward Fox of the CIA was
stationed in La Paz as a “military attaché”.
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The American and Bolivian governments were also concerned about Che’s
group linking up with the Bolivian workers, particularly the militant miners at
the large Silgo XX mine. In the early morning of June 24, Bolivian air force
planes strafed a village housing workers from the mine and their families, killing
hundreds while they were still in their beds after a celebration the previous night.
This preemptive action became known as the St. John’s Day Massacre®?. The
U.S. government “was complicit in the suppression of the miners.®” The U.S.
supported MAPs (Military Assistance Programs) in the mining areas because
they contributed to the “stability” of the military junta and its “reforms.” The
embassy in La Paz “applauded the government’s response to the problem at Siglo
XX.” Immediately after the massacre, Rostow sent a three-page report to Johnson
about the incident®,

On June 29 William G.Bowdler, who worked for the National Security
Council, was invited to meet with the Bolivian Ambassador at his residence in
Washington D.C. [Document 25, pp129-30] Bowdler described most of the
conversation as a “monologue by the loquacious Ambassador” about Barrientos
and the political situation in Bolivia. Eventually the Bolivian ambassador got
around to what was “obviously the main purpose of the invitation:” to request
aid for establishing a “hunter-killer team to ferret out guerillas.” The ambassador
pointed out that the idea did not originate with him but came from friends of his
in the CIA. Bowdler inquired whether the Ranger Battalion now in training in
Bolivia was not sufficient. The ambassador replied that what he had in mind was
“50 to 60 young army officers, with sufficient intelligence, motivation and drive,
who could be trained quickly and could be counted on to search out the guerillas
with tenacity and courage.” Bowdler told him that his “idea may have merit, but
needs further careful examination.”[Document 25]

Apart from demonstrating how closely the U.S. and Bolivia cooperated in
pursuing Che, this document shows how nefarious was the role of the CIA. The
CIA suggests “hunter-killer” teams to Bolivian officials, and then those officials
suggest them to representatives of the executive branch of the U.S. government.
The United States is on both sides of the equation. Bolivia is essentially a
messenger between the CIA and the National Security Council, which advises
the President.

By the end of June, Che’s situation was getting worse. He wrote in his diary
of the “continued total lack of contact [with Joaquin’s group]; and that “our most
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urgent task is to reestablish contact with La Paz, to replenish our military and
medical supplies, and to recruit 50 to 100 men from the city.” His troops were
now reduced to twenty-four people®.

In a July 5 memorandum to Rostow [Document 26, pp131-32], Bowdler
summarized the current U.S. military training role in Bolivia: “DOD is helping
train and equip a new Ranger Battalion. The Bolivian absorption capacity being
what it is, additional military assistance would not now seem advisable. [3 lines
of source text not declassified]”

On that same July 5, a high-level meeting was held at the White House.
Rostow, Bowdler, and Peter Jessup (another National Security Council staffer)
met in the Situation Room with representatives of the Department of State,
Henderson, the Ambassador to Bolivia, a Department of Defense official, and
two CIA officials, Desmond FitzGerald and William Broe. The group agreed that
the special strike force that had been requested by Bolivia at the suggestion of the
CIA was not advisable because of the U.S. Embassy’s objections. They decided
that the United States should “concentrate on the training of the Second Ranger
Battalion with the preparation of an intelligence unit to be part of the Battalion.”
[Document 26]

They summarized the “U.S. efforts to support the counterinsurgency
program in Bolivia against Cuban-led guerillas,” stating that it “should follow a
two-step approach.” Alongside the 16-man military training team from the U.S.
Special Forces, the United States should also provide “ammunition, radios, and
communications equipment on an emergency basis under MAP and expedited
delivery of four helicopters.” [Document 26]

Intelligence was also a concern, and here the CIA was given primary
responsibility: “As the training of the Ranger battalion progressed, weaknesses
in its intelligence-collecting capability emerged. The CIA was formally given
responsibility for developing a plan to provide such a capability on July 14¢h. . . .
A team of two instructors arrived in La Paz on August 2. In addition to training
the Bolivians in intelligence-collection techniques, the instructors [text not
declassified] planned to accompany the Second Ranger battalion into the field.
Although the team was assigned in an advisory capacity, the CIA ‘expected
that they will actually help in directing operations.” The Agency also regarded
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this plan ‘as a pilot program for probable duplication in other Latin American
countries faced with the problem of guerilla warfare.”” [Document 26] The two
instructors, as we have seen, were Villoldo and Rodriguez.

A Department of Defense Intelligence Information Report dated August 11,
1967, describes “the first organized operation conducted by the Bolivian Army
in the current guerilla situation,” during the period July 8-27. [Document 27,
pp133-35]The two page report was likely transmitted by the CIA agents on
the ground in Bolivia—ecither Rodriguez or Villoldo—but as the names of the
sources, the originators, the references, and the approving author were blacked
out, we do not know who prepared it. It is accompanied by a map showing
the area near Nacahuazu where hundreds of the Bolivian rangers had carried
out military sweeps. The operation was considered a success by the Americans
accompanying them, “even though they were not successful in capturing a guerilla
unit.” One guerilla was reportedly killed. On July 9, after the first encounter with
the guerillas, an abandoned encampment was located, and a piece of paper found
in an empty toothpaste tube listed 11 names: JOAQUIN, POLO, PEDRO,
ALEJANDRO, MEDICO, TANIA, VICTOR, WALTER, BRAULO, NEGRO
and GUEVARA. The operation supposedly enhanced the morale of the Rangers
and “for the first time, upon being fired upon, they did not drop their weapons
and run.”

At the end of July, Che reports in his diary that the "total lack of contact
[with Joaquin’s group] continues.” He writes that we have 22 men, with three
disabled (including me), which decreases our mobility.¢”

In early August, the Bolivian army, aided by detailed maps that Bustos had
drawn for them, found the storage caves and the old base camp at Nancahuazu.
Che wrote in his diary on August 14 that it was a “bad day,” and that “this was the
worst blow they have delivered.” Documentation in the caves led the Bolivians to
Loyola Guzman, the key contact and financial organizer of the support network
in La Paz. She attempted suicide by throwing herself from an upper story of the
Ministry of Government building, but survived. Documents found in the caves
were sent to CIA headquarters in Langley, Virginia, for analysis. Rostow wrote
a note to Johnson about the find, telling him that the Bolivians wanted all the
materials back to use as evidence in the upcoming trial against Debray®’.
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The Net Closes

On August 28, Joaquin, Tania, and eight others were ambushed crossing the
Masicuri River and all but one were killed. [Document 28, p136-38]. Joaquin’s
group was betrayed to the Bolivian army by a farmer named Honorato Rojas.
According to Jose Castillo Chavez, a Bolivian guerilla survivor whose nom de
guerre was Paco, Rojas was bribed—with an offer of money and the possibility
of taking his whole family to the United States—Dby a CIA agent in Santa Cruz
named Irving Ross. It was Rojas who told the Bolivians where the group was
going to make a crossing and the army laid in wait. Che had lost one-third of
his troop. Barrientos attended Tania’s burial in Vallegrande a week later when her
body was recovered in the river. The remaining guerillas were now caught in a
vise between two Bolivian divisions. Rostow wrote to Johnson that the “Bolivian
armed forces finally scored their first victory—and it seems to have been a big
8” He told Johnson that the Second Ranger Battalion would be going into
operation soon after®.

one.®

On or about August 31 Felix Rodriguez, at least as he tells it, interrogated
Paco, the survivor of the massacre of Joaquin’s group. Paco identified the people
in Che’s band and, Rodriguez claims, provided information that allowed him to
calculate Che’s exact location. Paco supposedly told him that a guerilla named
Miguel who led a vanguard was always 1,000 meters in advance of the main
troop led by Che. When Miguel was killed in September, Rodriquez claims to
have identified him by his fingerprints and thereby knew exactly where Che was.
Although their training had yet to be completed, the Second Ranger Battalion
departed immediately for the guerilla zone, hastened by the information
Rodriguez had garnered”.

Che’s diary at the end of August concluded that “Without doubt this was the
worst month we have had in this war. The loss of all the caves with the documents
and medicines was a heavy blow, psychologically above all else. The loss of two
men at the end of the month and the subsequent march on only horsemeat
demoralized the troops, and sparked the first case of desertion . . . The lack of
contact with the outside and with Joaquin, and the fact that prisoners taken
from his group talked, also demoralized the troops somewhat. My illness sowed
uncertainty among several others and all this was reflected in our only clash . . .”
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Che listed the most important issues facing the group as a lack of “contact of
any kind; no reasonable hope of establishing it in the near future,” no ability “to
recruit peasants,” and “a decline in combat morale; temporary, I hope.””

September was a month of some skirmishes, news about the loss of Tania
and the others, and what Che labels “Defeat” near the town of La Higuera”. On
September 26 Coco (Peredo), Miguel (Hernandez) and Julio (Gutierrez) were
killed. Peredo, a Bolivian guerilla leader, was one of Che’s most important men.
Rodriguez urged the Bolivians to move the Ranger battalion headquarters to
Vallegrande which is near La Higuera”. On September 29, again according to
Rodriguez, the Bolivians were persuaded to move the 2nd Ranger battalion to
Vallegrande. Rodriguez joined these six hundred and fifty men who had been “so
well trained” by U.S. Special Forces Major “Pappy” Shelton”.

By the end of September Che reported that, after an ambush in which some
of his men were killed, they were in a “perilous position.” He also wrote that
“there may be truth to the various reports about fatalities in the other [Joaquin’s]
group, so we must consider them wiped out. . . . The features are the same as
last month, except that now the army is demonstrating more effectiveness in
action and the peasant masses are not helping us with anything and are becoming
informers . . . The most important task is to escape and seek more favorable
areas . . .” This was not to be”.

Che’s last diary entry is for October 7. On that date, the 17 remaining
members of the troop were in a ravine near La Higuera”. Che notes that “the
11 month anniversary of our establishment as a guerilla force passed in a bucolic
mood with no complications . . .” The troop met an old woman named Epifania
tending her goats about one league from Higueras and went to her house. They
gave her and her daughters 50 pesos with “instructions to not say a word, but
we have litde hope she will stick to her promise.””” The old woman never did
betray Che, and went to the mountains with her two daughters out of fear of the
army. But someone else did inform on them: A local peasant, Pedro Pena, saw the
guerillas pass his potato field, and the army was tipped off7%.

In his introduction to Che’s Bolivian Diary, Fidel Castro wrote of the events
of the next day, October 8, 1967. “On October 7 Che wrote his last lines. The
following day, at 1:00 p.m., in the narrow ravine where he proposed waiting until
nightfall in order to break out of the encirclement, a large enemy force made
contact with them. The small group of men who now made up the detachment
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fought heroically until dusk. From individual positions located on the bottom of
the ravine, and on the cliffs above, they faced a mass of soldiers who surrounded
and attacked them” . ..”

Che was captured in the early afternoon on October 8 by Captain Gary
Prado of the Bolivian Second Ranger Battalion. He had been wounded in the leg
and was weaponless. His rifle had been shot out from under him. Together with
his comrade Willy he was escorted to the village of La Higuera where he was held
in a tiny schoolhouse.

Meanwhile, Back in Washington ...

On October 9 a Department of State Telegram from American Ambassador
Henderson in La Paz to the Secretary of State in Washington D.C. stated that,
the previous day, Che Guevara had been wounded in the leg and taken prisoner
by Bolivian Army units in Higueras on Sunday. [Document 29, p139] The
telegram states that Che had been wounded in the leg but was alive. It calls this
information reliable, presumably because it came from the CIA agents who were
there. The key portion reads as follows:

“SUBJECT: CHE GUEVARA

[The document is in all capitals but is transcribed here in upper and lower
case]

1: According [BLOCKED] Che Guevara taken prisoner by Bolivian Army
units in Higueras area southwest of Villagrande Sunday, October 8.

2: Guevara reliably reported still alive with leg wound in custody of Bolivian
troops in Higueras morning October 9.”

Contradicting this document, however, is another sent to President Johnson
and excerpted below, in which President Barrientos is quoted as saying that by 10
a.m. on October 9, Che was already dead. In fact, Che was not murdered until
after 1 p.m. that day.

At 6:10 p.m. on October 9, Walter Rostow wrote a Memorandum to
President Johnson on White House stationery that the Bolivians “got” Che
Guevara, qualifying this by saying it was unconfirmed. [Document 30, p140]
Rostow writes that the Bolivian unit responsible for this is “the one we have been
training for some time and has just entered the field of action.” The Rostow
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Memorandum cites information given by President Barrientos to newsmen at 10
a.m. on October 9 (although not for publication), that “Che Guevara is dead.” It
further states that the “Bolivian armed forces believes Rangers have surrounded
guerilla force boxed into canyon and expect to eliminate them soon.”

On October 10 Bowdler of the National Security Council Staff sent a note to
Rostow on White House stationery that there is “no firm reading on whether Che
Guevara was among the casualties of the October 8 engagement.” [Document
31, p141] This statement is quite remarkable, as Che had been murdered the
day before, with the CIA agent Felix Rodriguez present. So the CIA certainly was
aware of Guevara’s murder. However, it appears that Bowdler and the National
Security Council were out of the loop, probably intentionally.

The next document dated October 11 at 10:30 a.m. from Rostow to
President Johnson is central to the claim, including that made by Castaneda, that
the United States did not want Che executed. In the document Rostow calls the
killing “stupid” with its implication that the U.S. was not involved. [Document
32, p142] However, on examination, the document is self-serving, and it proves
nothing of the sort. In fact, its substance can be read as to the contrary. It lays out
all of the reasons why the U.S. government would want Che executed and claims
99% certainty that this has been achieved. It then leaves a blank for something
that is to arrive in Washington within a day. The omitted sentence most likely
refers to Che’s fingerprints, or even possibly his hands (cut off from his corpse in
Bolivia), that were being sent to Washington to verify his identity.

The Memorandum then gives a cover story that attempts to hide the U.S.
role in the murder. It details what the CIA told the National Security Council
concerning the murder which it claims was ordered by the head of the Bolivian
Armed Forces:

“CIA tells us that the latest information is that Guevara was taken alive.
After a short interrogation to establish his identity, General Ovando—Chief
of the Bolivian Armed Forces—ordered him shot. I regard this as stupid, but
it is understandable from a Bolivian standpoint, given the problems which the
sparing of French communist and Castro courier Regis Debray has caused them.”

General Ovando may or may not have ordered Che murdered, but it is
unlikely he did so without instructions from, or in agreement with, U.S. officials,
inasmuch as the U.S. had paid for the entire Bolivian operation; and the U.S.
military and CIA personnel had trained, accompanied, and directed the “hunter-
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killer” groups whose job it was to “eliminate” the guerillas. Felix Rodriguezs story,
if true, also makes it doubtful that the U.S wanted Che kept alive. Rodriguez,
posing as a Bolivian officer, claims he was the highest military officer on the scene
when the murder occurred. Would he have transmitted an order to murder Che
had such an order been contrary to the wishes of his CIA employer? To ask the
question is to answer it.

Moreover, why should we believe what the CIA told Rostow? It seems
very likely that Rostow was misled to give him, the President, and the State
Department plausible deniability. The execution without trial of a captured
combatant of any sort, guerilla or soldier, is a war crime. Taking responsibility
for the murder of Che might also have made relationships with Latin America
more difficult. Blaming the murder on Bolivia provided cover for a U.S. /CIA
operation. From the documents mentioned earlier there is evidence that the CIA
did not always fully share information with the National Security Council. As
we have seen above, the documents show that Rostow reported that Che was
dead when he had not yet been murdered, a fact known to the CIA, and that
Bowdler, on October 10, wrote to Rostow that there was no evidence to support
a conclusion that Che was dead at a time when the CIA knew he was. Since
1948, the CIA has engaged in illegal actions that it does not reveal directly to the
Executive so that the President can deny an accusation with plausibility.

But whether or not Rostow was told the truth by the CIA is beside the point.
For despite his statement indicating that he regarded it as “stupid” to murder
Che, the substance of his memorandum to President Johnson is that Che’s death
benefits U.S. policy. His claim that somehow Che should not have been killed
is undercut, to say the least, by the benefits he sees in Che’s death. Here is the
key part of the memorandum to President Johnson where Rostow outlines the
importance of Che’s death:

“The death of Guevara carries these significant implications:

— It marks the passing of another of the aggressive, romantic revolutionaries
like Sukarno, Nkrumah, Ben Bella—and reinforces this trend.

— In the Latin American context, it will have a strong impact in discouraging
would-be guerillas.

— It shows the soundness of our “preventive medicine” assistance to
countries facing incipient insurgency—it was the Bolivian 2nd Ranger battalion,
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trained by our Green Berets from June-September of this year that cornered him
and got him.

We have put these points across to several newsmen.”

As Rostow points out, Che’s death can now be added to the list of deaths of
other “romantic revolutionaries,” and that it will discourage other guerillas. In
other words, while there would have been some benefits to U.S. counterinsurgency
policy just from Che’s capture, these were much stronger as a result of his death.
There is simply no way that the United States government, including Rostow,
wanted Che kept alive. It was against what they perceived as their best interests.
They thought his death was a major blow to revolutionary movements and
wanted the press to know it.

A day after Rostow summarized the positives of Che’s death for the United States
government and Latin America, the Director of Intelligence and Research at the
State Department wrote a six-page report entitled “Guevara’s Death—the Meaning
for Latin America.” [Document 33, pp144—47] The report dated October 12,
1967 went to Rostow and the National Security Council. It emphasized, in even
stronger terms than had Rostow, the positive importance of Che’s death:

“Che” Guevara’s death was a crippling—perhaps fatal—blow to the Bolivian
guerilla movement and may prove a serious setback for Fidel Castro’s hopes to
foment violent revolution in ‘all or almost all’ Latin American countries. Those
Communists and others who might have been prepared to initiate Cuban-style
guerilla warfare will be discouraged, at least for a time, by the defeat of the
foremost tactician of the Cuban revolutionary strategy at the hands of one of the
weakest armies in the hemisphere.”

It continues by measuring the effects of Che’s death in Bolivia:

“Effects in Bolivia. Guevara’s death is a feather in the cap of Bolivian
President Rene Barrientos. It may signal the end of the guerilla movement as a
threat to stability.”

And then in Latin America:

“Probable Latin American reaction to Guevara’s death. News of Guevara’s
death will relieve most non-leftist Latin Americans who feared that sooner or
later he might foment insurgencies in their countries.”

And finally, it assents that the death will strengthen the peaceful line of the
Latin American communist parties affiliated with Moscow:
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“If the Bolivian guerilla movement is soon eliminated as a serious subversive
threat, the death of Guevara will have even more important repercussions among
Latin American communists. The dominant peaceful line groups, who were
either in total disagreement with Castro or paid only lip-service to the guerilla
struggle, will be able to argue with more authority against the Castro-Guevara-
Debray thesis. They can point out that even a movement led by the foremost
revolutionary tactician, in a country which apparently provided conditions
suitable for revolution, had failed.”

In a very short note to President Johnson, dated October 13 at 4:00 p.m., and
written on White House stationery, Rostow writes: “This removes any doubt that
‘Che’ Guevara is dead.” [Document 34, p148] The “this” referred to is blanked
out of the note, but as is clear from other documents, the fingerprints from Che’s
cut-off hands have been matched with prior copies of Che’s fingerprints.

Rodriguez’s Inconsistencies

The next document is also dated October 13 and is from the Director of the CIA,
Richard Helms, to Rostow, the Secretary of State, and the Secretary of Defense.
[Document 35, pp149-51] The subject is described as “Statements by Ernesto
‘Che’ Guevara Prior to His Execution in Bolivia.” Although the source of the
information is excised, the context makes clear that CIA operative Felix Rodriguez
supplied the content. This does not make the content true, but it is the earliest full
statement we have on the record from Rodriguez. The document makes interesting
reading, although again we do not know how much is accurate. According to
Rodriguez he got access to Che on October 9 at around 7 a.m. Che “was sitting on
the floor in the corner of a small, dark schoolroom, in Higueras. He had his hands
over his face. His wrists and feet were tied.” Che refused to be interrogated but
“permitted himself to be drawn into a conversation.” According to Rodriguez, Che
discussed the Cuban economic situation, Camilo Cienfuegos, Fidel, the Congo,
treatment of guerilla prisoners in Cuba, and the future of the guerilla movement.
He wrote further that “a telegraphic code was arranged between La Paz and
Higueras with the number 500 representing Guevara, 600 meaning the phrase
‘keep alive’ and 700 representing ‘execute.”” The order to execute came at 11:50
a.m. from La Paz and Guevara was executed with “a burst of shots at 1:15 p.m.”
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According to this document, Che’s last words were: “Tell my wife to remarry
and tell Fidel Castro that the Revolution will again rise in the Americas.” To his
frightened and hesitant executioner he said, “Remember, you are killing a man.”
Rodriguez states that “it was impossible to keep him alive.”

Rodriguez was again debriefed about Che’s execution almost ten years later.
[Document 40, pp175-80] The interview, on May 29, 1975, by the Deputy
Inspector of the CIA, was likely pursuant to the Church Committee hearings
(United States Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with
Respect to Intelligence Activities). In this interview, Rodriguez took credit for just
about everything with regard to the capture and killing of Che. He claimed that it
was he who insured the Bolivian 2" Ranger Battalion was deployed immediately
to Vallegrande when it appeared Guevara was likely to be in that area. He claims
that when he and Villoldo were given instructions about their mission in Bolivia
“there was a clear one [instruction] that in the event the Bolivian Army captured
Guevara they should do everything possible ‘to keep him alive.”” He says that,
when Guevara was captured, he sent a message to the U.S. asking that an Embassy
representative be sent to the area to prevail upon the Bolivians to spare Che’s life
as he did not think he could succeed in doing so. Even if he sent such a message,
which he might have as cover for the murder to follow, no Embassy representative
ever appeared. He then claims, as he did in the earlier briefing, that as the highest
ranking “Bolivian officer” he received the call to execute Che on the military field
telephone. This time, he says he was given the code numbers “500 and 600.”

“He said he knew that 500 referred to Guevara, 600 to the word execute and
700 to the preservation of Guevaras life. These simple codes had been identified
to him previously.”

As we noted earlier, in the 1967 summary of his report on the execution
Rodriguez had said that “600” meant “keep alive” and “700” meant “execute.”
[Document 35, pp149-51] That he was mixed up about “these simple codes”
concerning the most important moment in his life, raises questions about his
claims that it was he who received the call, transmitted the order, and could do
nothing to stop the murder. Rodriguez said he “was left with the implementation
of the execution.” He “told a sergeant of the order to execute Guevara and
entrusted the mission to him.”

The CIA interviewer is evidently skeptical about Rodriguez’s claim that he
received the order to execute Guevara from higher ranking Bolivian officers.
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After all, the CIA agents (Rodriguez and Villoldo) had never before given orders
by Bolivian officers. According to the Deputy Inspector General:

“Despite their apparent status as Bolivian officers, [Rodriguez] said that they
never were given orders by higher-ranking Bolivian officers. (One exception to
this rule was the order which Colonel [ ] issued to [Rodriguez] on the day of
Guevara’s execution if [Rodriguez’s] story is to be believed).”

Rodriguez repeatedly says he was ordered to keep Che alive if captured,
that he wanted Che kept alive, and there was nothing he could do to stop the
execution. This was standard operating procedure for the CIA, as we have seen:
U.S. fingerprints were not to be found on any of the assassinations carried out
during this period. Plausible deniability was of key importance to the U.S. and
especially the President and Department of State. Rodriguez’s story and the
other stories of Che’s murder gave the U.S. that deniability. In the context of the
Church committee, which was investigating the CIA and Presidentially ordered
assassinations, this deniability was important.

The Bolivian Death Documents

On October 16, 1967, the High Command of the Bolivian Armed Forces
released a statement regarding the death of Che Guevara. The statement is
contained in a Department of State Airgram dated October 18, 1967, from
the Embassy at La Paz to various U.S. officials. [Document 37, pp154—59]
Attached to the Airgram are four annexes including the Death Certificate,
the Autopsy Report, the Argentine Police Report and a Communiqué from
the Argentine Embassy. Argentina had cooperated by sending fingerprint and
handwriting experts as it had a copy of Che’s prints in his Argentine identity
records. The experts confirmed a fingerprint match as well as a match of Che’s
handwriting with that in his Diary.

The statement issued by the high command even as late as October 16 is
of interest because, in it, the Bolivians still claimed Che died as a result of battle
wounds:

“[Cloncerning the combat that took place at La Higuera between units of
the Armed forces and the red group commanded by Ernesto “Che” Guevara, as a
result of which he, among others, lost his life, the following is established:



— CHE GUEVARA, HIS LIFE AND DEATH — n3

“Ernesto Guevara fell into the hands of our troops gravely wounded and in
full use of his mental faculties. After the combat ended, he was transferred to the
town of La Higuera, more or less at 8 p.m. on Sunday, October 8, where he died
as a result of his wounds. His body was transferred to the city of Vallegrande at 4
p-m. on Monday, October 9, in a helicopter of the Bolivian Air Force.”

American Ambassador Henderson, in a classified comment, was critical
of the Bolivian claims, and wrote that the Bolivian statement did not answer
questions about Che’s death:

“BEGIN CLASSIFIED. . . . “The documents do little, however, to resolve
public speculation on the timing and manner of death. It will be widely noted
that neither the death certificate nor the autopsy report state a time of death. . . .
This would appear to be an attempt to bridge the difference between a series of
earlier divergent statements from Armed Forces sources, ranging from assertions
that he died during or shortly after battle to those suggesting he survived at
least twenty-four hours. Some early reports last week also indicated that Guevara
was captured with minor injuries while later statements, including the attached
autopsy report, affirm that he suffered multiple and serious bullet wounds.

We doubt that the communiqué will satisfactorily answer these questions
and are inclined to agree with the comment by Presencia columnist Politicus that
these discrepancies, now that the identity of the body is generally accepted, are
‘going to be the new focus of polemics in the coming days, especially abroad.’
END CLASSIFIED.”

It is surprising that Henderson appears so out of touch with what really

occurred. By October 16* Rodriguez had transmitted his version of events to the
CIA, which knew that Che had been executed. [Document 35, pp149-51] This
is again an indication that Henderson, and possibly others at State, may have
been kept in the dark, at least for a while, about the murder. This would allow
them to deny involvement in a CIA killing operation.

A Department of Defense document dated November 28, 1967, gives the
results of a debriefing of the officers of the 2*¢ Ranger Battalion's activities from
September 26 to October 31, and the details concerning the execution of “Che”
Guevara. [Document 38, pp160—-69] In an earlier version issued as a Department
of Defense Intelligence Information Report dated November 9, 1967, the names of
the Bolivians are excised, but they are included in the November 28 document. The
document describes in detail the various battles in late September and October that
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led to Che’s wounding and capture as well as the efforts to eliminate the remainder
of Che’s guerillas after his capture. Attached to the document are four hand-drawn
maps of the key battles. [Document 39a-39e, pp170-74]

A section of the report consists of an interview on October 30, 1967, with
Lt. Espinoza Lord of Company B, 2" Ranger Battalion, regarding the handling
of Che after his capture.

“Lt. Espinoza talked at length with Guevara, though Guevara did not reveal
any pertinent information. Early in the morning of the 9th of October, the unit
received the order to execute Guevara and the other captives. . . . The Officers
involved did not know where the order originated, but felt that it came from
the highest echelons. Cpt. Prado gave the order to execute Guevara to Lt. Perez,
but he was unable to carry out the order and in turn gave it to Sgt. Terran),
Company B. . . . By this time, Sgt. Terran had fortified his courage with several
beers and returned to the room where Guevara was being held prisoner. When
Terran entered the room, Guevara stood up, hands tied in front, and stated,
“I know what you have come for. I am ready.” Terran looked at him for a few
minutes and then said, “No you are mistaken, be seated.” Sgt. Terran then left
the room for a few moments.

Sgt. Terran returned to the room where Guevara was being held. When he
entered, Guevara stood and faced him. Sgt. Terran told Guevara to be seated but
he refused to sit down and stated “I will remain standing for this.” The Sgt. began
to get angry and told him to be seated again, but Guevara would say nothing.
Finally Guevara told him, “Know this, you are killing a man.” Terran then fired
a burst from his M2 Carbine, knocking Guevara back into the wall of the small
house.”

Espinoza does not make any mention of Rodriguez (Ramos) and states that
the order to execute Che came in the early morning whereas Rodriguez says it
came almost at noon. [Document 35, pp149-51] This discrepancy is simply
another indication that there are differing stories about the facts of Che’s murder
and that Rodriguez’s assertions are untrustworthy. Recall also that, in addition
to Espinoza’s statement, which does not mention Rodriguez, there are the notes
of Bolivian Colonel Selich that John Lee Anderson reviewed. Again, there is no
mention made of any order being transmitted to or from Rodriguez.

Rodriguez’s diversion of blame away from the CIA has been a longstanding
accomplishment. But his story is wholly discredited by the documentary facts
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and historical circumstances. The CIA has been a paramilitary organization since
1948, a year after its creation. It can and does function with a certain autonomy;,
so much so that a 1975 commission of the U.S. Senate was set up to investigate
its practice of political assassinations. As the historian of U.S. anti-communist
foreign policy and ex-foreign service officer William Blum sets out in his book,
Killing Hope, from 1948 until 1967, the year of Che’s murder, a documented
nineteen prominent foreign individual assassinations (or planning for same) were
carried out by the agency®.

In addition to those documents reproduced in this book, there are likely
to be others that are still unavailable to us. Those documents would likely deal
with communications between the CIA and the Department of State, and
the Bolivian generals and the Bolivian President after Che’s capture. But, to
summarize from the documents we do have, the record shows that: The CIA had
been keeping track of Che since 1954, five years before the Cuban revolution,
when he was a young doctor in Guatemala. After the revolution, they regularly
documented his whereabouts and activities. The CIA, acting through Chicago
mobster Johnny Rosselli, had previously tried to kill Che by poison in Cuba.
Most damning in our recounting is the prior understanding the CIA country
chief Gustavo Villoldo admits to having arrived at with General Rene Barrientos
where they agreed that if Che were captured he was to be killed. Barrientos
gave Villoldo his “word as President of Bolivia” that this would be done. When
Che was killed, counterinsurgency head Walt Rostow crowed over the murder
pointing out to Johnson the good this would do for the U.S. The CIA followed
suit in its assessment of what Che’s death meant for the prospects of revolution in
Latin America. The autonomy from the legislative and the executive that the CIA
enjoyed was necessitated by the practice of “plausible deniability,” an Orwellian
formulation for lying. That practice allowed the CIA and the President to claim
they had clean hands. As George Orwell wrote in 1984, “Who controls the past
controls the future. Who controls the present controls the past.”

Fidel’s Eulogy

On October 19, 1967, a mass public ceremony to honor Che was held in
Havana’s Plaza de la Revolution. After the showing of film clips of Che and
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Fidel and a 21-gun salute, Fidel delivered a moving eulogy. Speaking of Che’s
heroic victories, Fidel acknowledged that the death of Che “is a hard blow, it is a
tremendous blow to the revolutionary movement because, without any doubt it
deprives it of its most experienced and capable chief.”

“However, how must revolutionaries face this adverse blow? How must they
face this loss? What would be Che’s opinion if he had to make a judgment on
this subject? He expressed that opinion very clearly when he wrote in his message
to the Latin American Solidarity Organization that if death surprised him at any
place, it would be welcome, providing that his battle cry had reached a receptive
ear and another hand was stretched out to grasp a weapon. And that was his
battle cry. It will not reach one receptive ear, but millions of receptive ears, not
one hand, but millions of hands outstretching to grasp weapons, inspired by his
example.”

On July 13, 1997, “the remains of Latin American revolutionary hero Che
Guevara, buried since 1967 in an unmarked grave in rural Bolivia, were returned
to Cuba.” [Document 43, p194]

Che’s Legacy

While today there are few if any Guevarist organizations leading armed struggle
in the countryside, Che’s struggle for a better world lives on. Che now symbolizes
“a certain spirit, both ethical and political, formed from revolt against the
domination of imperialism, rage against capitalist social injustices, intransigent
struggle against the established order, and the intense desire for a socialist
revolutionary transformation of society.®'”

Nowhere was this shown to be more true than in Bolivia, with the 2005
election of its first indigenous president Evo Morales. In his inauguration
speech Morales paid homage to Che Guevara, “who fought for a new world
of equality.*”” In the Morales government are militants, like Loyola Guzman,
who fought along Che in the Bolivian ELN (Ejercito de Liberation Nacional de
Bolivia.) When Morales was asked to address the question: “Why do I like Che?”
he responded: “I like Che because he fought for equality, for justice. He did not
just care for ordinary people; he made their struggle his own.®”
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When interviewed about Che in 2006, Fidel reflected: “What did he leave
behind? I believe the biggest thing is, really, his moral values, his conscience.
Che symbolized the highest human values, and he was an extraordinary example.
He created a great aura, a great mystique. I admired him a great deal, and loved
him .3
Che left behind the legend of a man who died for acting on his ideas, not
just talking about them. Che embodied the hope of succeeding generations that
the world can and must be changed, in the words of Che’s African-American
contemporary Malcolm X, “by any means necessary.”

“They guillotined Charlotte Corday and they said Marat is dead. No Marat is
not dead. Put him in the Pantheon or throw him in the sewer; it doesn’t matter—
he’s back the next day. He’s reborn in the man who has no job, the woman who
has no bread, in the girl who has to sell her body, in the child who hasn’t learned
to read; he’s reborn in the unheated tenement, in the wretched mattress without
blankets, in the unemployed, in the proletariat, in the brothel, in the jailhouse, in
your laws that show no pity, in your schools that give no future, and he appears
in all that is ignorance and he recreates himself from all that is darkness. Oh,
beware human society: you cannot kill Marat until you have killed the misery of
poverty.” —Victor Hugo

Viva Che!
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#261 7486
BIO DATA
NAME; GUEVARA de la Serna, Ernesto
aka Che
o M v e oy T
TRAVEL: Visited United States August 1852,
FATHER: GUEVARA Lynch, Ernesto

Document |. Che Guevara’s “Bio Data’” (1952)
The first document in Che Guevara’s file is a copy of his Argentine passport and tourist
visa. Information was entered on a separate “Bio Data” sheet.
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- Fetoss R -
' afo My 1956 E
— L S i R o S AT e T

- . SRR P bl S el
‘LOBARDO- TOLEDANO FROTECR=-Frnesto Guevars, an rroeniine Commmidt =
recently arrested in Mexico In confiéction witn the Fidel Castro plot
against President Batisia of Cuba, enjoys two official sinecures in....|
dlexico, "ome-as & doctor ‘at General Hospifal,” alihougH he has never stu
pedicine,” for which be receives 1,500 pesos a mogth, and another as a
teacher in the School of Medicine at the University, for which he is
paid 600 pesos a month. At present he is still under errest, with
Dr. Fidel Castro, Mevertheless he continues to receive his salaries,
Upen his arrival in Mexico City, after he was expelled from Guatemala
following the fall of the Arbenz Government, Guevara became a rotege
of Vicente Lozbarde Toledano, who accepted him a8 an mctive memher of
Pertido Popular, and it was Lombardo Toledano wi4o cbtained the twe * "~
sinecures for him. (Mexico, D.F., CGV Agency, July 25, 1956, ﬂ

1500 GBI--E) ML 2 . SR e L
S s SR e R T
FHIS Rept., Jily 26, 1956 OFPr-sop-seAL-. ! !

Document 2. File card on Che Guevara (July 1956)

1956: File card with information about Che Guevara shortly after his arrest on June
24,1956, in Mexico as a member of the group led by Fidel Castro planning an invasion of
Cuba. Contains erroneous information such as “never studied medicine.” Typical of the
file cards kept by U.S. spy agencies on any potential “troublemakers.”
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GUEVARA BEFHA, Ernesto Argentins
Om July 2, Hilds Gadea de Guevara denied that she or Ernesto

Guavara Serns, Her Argentine physiclan husbend, are communists. She
wvas forced to lesve Feru, she stated, not for Communist activities,
btut because she was statistical decretary of jthe APRA] neither she por
her busband have everh bad Comsunist sympathies. She Turbber denied
the rusor that she snd ber busband bhad come to Mexico from Custemala
with Rogelio Cruz Ver and Jaime Rosenbery, chiefs of the Civil Guard
and the Judicial Guard under the Arben: regime, respectively.

Bbe stated that meither she por her busband knew either of these men

B0:CIA, FOreign Documentary Summary, §# 1017, 30 July 56, For Official
Dse Only. at

Approied Ier Felaase

Late —3-+-APR 1084

Document 3. File card on Hilda Gadea de Guevara (July 1956)
1956: Similar card on Che Guevara’s spouse, Hilda Gadea de Guevara.
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Bhstmia § 4N bt BAWE S A RECRSN B AR BAEmd ri k@

aaterial contalne tmlormotios Llivcting the Nolonel Deleanss of the Un'ied Clotes weiihin tha meania
g of the Explenzge Ia T Jv
L€ Seps YY) apnd T8I the wansmisdos of rowsiotion of which I eny monner fe on unculborized pesen ir -w?‘-l‘:: |;1x .Ir
S

STATE, ARLIY. NAVY, AIR, JCS SECDEF,
HSA\OUI, GE, TeR, £ . T0/1
ARITIE A TIOM BISSTMINATION COpTRoLS e
J2CS 3/’3{.0,5}? | CATE EATR e ARy 1953 !rn(r.lenmn
ey [ nourive
BLACE ACOUIRES S —
CuBx i
JLET 2

CHIEF LIEUTENANTS OF FIDEL CASTRC RUZ . 2

i FID'EI: CAETRO RUZ COUSISIS OF ERMESTD G"EJA"-LA, COMPAIIDER -

LL GASIRO RUZ, Gr.:’.‘.‘.‘."‘l CAZILENGIO YERET, CAFTATNp JUAN AIMETDA  CATT h...ui’ CELIA

=
f
.:.-»I
£

JATSCN; ALD FADSE SARMDIVNA FHU, CHAFLATH,

<, GUEVARA 13 INTELLICENT AND IDEALISTIC. THE SANTIAGO REEEIS EELIEVE THAT ME
S FO PCLITICAYL AMSITIONS BUT CONSIDERS HIMSELF TO BS ACTING TN THE TRADITTCH OF
oW ECLIVAN. CUSVARA WAS EDUTATED IN FRAKCE

ey
S R - -

HAL IO HIS EROTHER.

4.+ PEREZ WAS BORY NEAR GUANTAIAMD AND TS ABOUT 0 roans o, S

=
R T R R .

5 CPPEED EVERY RFCTE T¥ POMER SDICE HS HAS BSSH.TN the smms-

Document 4. CIA cable on Fidel Castro’s “chief lieutenants” (January 1958)

—— (@) 1958: Secret CIA cable containing short biographical notes on ranking staff of Fidel ~—

Castro’s guerilla force in the Sierra Maestra. Che Guevara is described as “intelligent and
idealistic” and believes himself to be acting in the “tradition of Simon Bolivar”” Note the
distribution of cable to Department of State, Army, Navy, Air Force, Joint Chiefs of Staff,
National Security Agency and others.
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= i - CISSEMINATION CONTHOLE . 1 o

=5 3;340,335 | AT [rasmne
I o: = o cvec o7 T ssemn
* THE CASTRO HEADQUARTERS AID THE SURROWDING ARES.

5.’.SANCKEZ, THE DAUGHTER OF A DOCTOR, STIDIED XURSTNG TH THE U. 8. A. MWD 75
S FRO-U. S.. HER OPINTONS ARE TMPORTANT TO CASIRO.

.6. ALVETIR, mlm MEGRO OFFICER, WAS A TRACTCT MECHANIC TN HAVAFA. FEE
CEIVED WIS POLTTICAL EDICATION FROM FIDEL CASTROMITH WHOM HE WAS TFRISCUED OF
[ ISIS OF PINES. HE CAME FROM MELICO WITH CASTRO AYD EAS NIS CORFIDENCE..

7. FIDEL CASTRO IS THE DOMDWATING INFLUENCE,AND 1S STAFF IS VERY UNITED,
'mm. THE SANTIAGO RERFLS RELIEVE BLINDIY DI FIJEL CASTRO SUT ARE APATHSTIC
MARDS HIS AIDES. THEY WEITHER ENGJ NOR CARE ABOUT THE PCLITICAL THOUGITS AMD
SPTRATIONS CF THE LATTER.)

TN MRTSTSUTION:  WOMG

(END OF MESSACE)

Document 4 (b) 1958.
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”L.\;} l:‘._J._.‘_;- . '1" TN L;e_.‘ =R

s

CENMTRAL INTELLIGEMCE AGENCY

s

S NG B THD A4 T, e SniaLe e eiAGrtan e 38§ T e s S Tl
ey Cuba REFORT NO. €5 ~3/345,282
JECT Tha 26 of July Revalutionary Mowenent DATE DISTE 13 Feltruasy 1958
Ford8giclenbars of the Gemerzl Stoff Nl =
HO, PAGES 3 {

RECUIREMENT o
HO.

REFEREMCES

URCE:

i 'l:-l. The general stalf of the 26 of July Rewluilonary Movement forces,

L led by Fidel CASTHO Ruz, 15 cusrenily conpessd of ths follewing

i 1 persocnu:

1

2. Eroesto GUZVAMA Serma,d wiw hies the Tank of commander, in charge
i of repel Lorces in woe Busycito erea;

While he was in Mexico in the surmer of 1956 Fidel CASTRO Ruz pet

2. who was at tha

L FAILA WOD

=adinfele evtoacted by the profpost of guerrilla warfare, usd—
u varted to haeln in the fight to correct the exizti=g

LATILAL Tit.aticd in Latin America. He cald ko had done & great
“E deal of traeliing. that he had 'tews preat discreponcies, and that he
Wed oo 1dealist. GUETARA i3 pur—orted tg ha=e Joined tha CASTRO
-orces marely because he in inapired by tre omance »f Pipghtipg®
i ard mot co muth becsuse of sny polities] _.1'. e 2

Document 5. CIA report on general staff of July 26 Movement (January 1958)
1958: CIA report on the general staff of the July 26 Movement. Che Guevara is described
as wanting to “help in the fight to correct the existing political situation in Latin America.”

s )
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' “ [ SEfHOTTOM OF P AGL TOF SPECIAL COATROLE IF, <7

i‘.I"\l‘l muleal eoatdas niarmsten alfsctas the

3 iME a_,.ﬁ."u‘,-\ ) IO QtPDF{T Nesonal Dolerss ol th Urlied Sictes wihla dha
. i Evwalsg of Ge Eaplenays Lows, Tiis 10.00.5.C,
£ & Seca. T8 and THL the iulnl.lll.l of resslaion
PARED AND DISSLA mMED BY o A g e W it ot
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY som 1a posdiiiied by Tow.
L ] ROFORT 2.
ok 00—B-3,058,099
L OaTL D1sTAIMLTER 19 Fed 5&
Biogrephic and FPerscaality Informstion it
Concerning "Che® (Zrcesto Guevarn), Henchman S RCEMEE AL OF Lbid. £
of Fidel Castro i

SUPFLEMENT TO RLPFORT ¢

L

3F BRED A A TIOH [Dete or deten on ov beiwrss which svsals oF foRdilions e saribead i 1 gt WL FOHEYE 1D

AMD DATL AL = T —
THIS 15 UNEV&LU& D INFORMATION

- R vy

T represents the .‘..Ifﬂrm?.iun
concerning this men. “Che", incidentally, is & esE .

Gusvara 18 never hm‘by any other name. m

Document 6. CIA biographical note on Che Guevara (February 1958)

1958: Four-page CIA biographical and personality report concerning Che Guevara, Fidel
Castro’s “henchman.” Apparently this information is gathered from someone in Che’s
band.
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"Cha" 1 between 25 and 30 yesrs nld_ He is sbout five
feet nine inches tall and weighs about poimds. He is stocky in butld,
ard is sirong rether than lean and sinevy. Hes bas brown hair and a browa
mustache and beard. His besrd, but pet the hair oo his head, has a very
reddish tinge. By no stretsh of the imagioation, hovever, can "Che™ be :
dess-ibed as red-bearded. He bas & rathes square face, a straight nose, an

aelive ecc=plaxicn. and e ey=s. He iz definitely of Spanish descemt -
and a.nu“nnt buve any negro strain in him. In ahort,
be iz a "lating” an [ « He is, ipeldsntally, extremely proud

g: his "Latino” beckerourd. He bears a rather remarksble resezblance to
Mexican srtist Centinflss and sometimes laughingly refers to himself as
“Cantinflas”., Eowever, he is Dever Jknown by the nmme “Cantinflas”™, He bas
Tather clownish festures. By crdinary middle class standards, "Che" has
bad teeth, but by the standards of his coopanicns in the mountains his
teeth the a “Che™ 5 pot wear se

bes no particularly outsisnding mannerizss sible
exzeption of his exubermuce and his readiness to laugh. rEe lnilnlp?‘r-d.‘l.‘ly
and 1g extremely persopable. “Che” possesses s long scar ca the left side
of his peck, ® sear csused, a wound received in combat ag
ths Cubes Govérmment forces.

4 cutstandingly noticeable thing mbout "Che from the
phvaical mspect is that he has a severe mnd chronie emse of asthrs, His
uthm is #0 severe that he always carries with him a portable asthma
intalstor which ke uses almos ¥+ He is ccmpletely dependent for
survival upon this ichalmtcs and alvays carries a spars with
him in emse of emergency. Cme ean sivays tell whes "Che” is in a Zroug,
even when he in mot to be seen, because bellovs-1irs noise whigh
this inhalator makes when ia ue.*‘m bas had chronie
mathza ever sinse childhood and thal he w273 bad tD use the izhalatar,
The remaining coticeable physical trait of "Che™ is his f£ilth, EHe hates

*n wmak swd -9-4"1_ maoe A oy Ta 4= --r\-h-..-' e L e el o T Por ey |
== . s el bt =Tz ko the mmthes doar sbandowd

of cleanliness p:miling among the Castro forees io the Sierra Masstra,
=z 2 A g” wrald take sooe = b

Document 6 (a) This document emphasizes Che’s asthma, claiming that he “is
completely dependent for his survival upon his inhalator.” Also, includes the statement
that Che has no “negro strain in him” and derogatory comments concerning Che’s teeth

and bathing habits.
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-2- 00-3-3,098,099

erdar that they might wash. On those cccasions "Che™ woull never vash eiSher
hi=sglf or bhis clothes, but would sit oo the bank mand wateh the others. Hs
is really outstandingly snd apectacularly dirty. C

"Che” speaks fluent Spanish, of course. He speaks French falrly well, although
with a heavy Spanish accent. Ee spesks no English at all, and knowvs ooly coe
surd of Pr h, - ward 13 "golf™, a gams of which he i3 ipordisately food.

i ed scme Russian in & school in Buenos Alres

&& Who show any ioterest in the USSR,
ast he can mctually speak Russ:

"Cha” told relatively littls soncerning his pl-.ﬂ 0
- that nis mele, Vhos be identified as Cusvars-IL

" wife and daugh

ter,

mestra.,
a middle-clnas bask

Document 6 (a) contd.
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"Che” asperts that be i3 & medisal doetor and that he is a sps;.lllnlis‘: in
allerzies. Ec gave mm his reascn for belng aa allerzist the sy=pathy he
fae]_.-l for allergy sufferers. This satral sy=pathy has been increase
Sty 513 ovn troubles with astiza, In other words, his choice of a cal
adleT Vaa - castated by h tarian, a3 Sush az b

8 zelical spec
co of stucy ratker than a specialimstion of

sotual medical prastize. At any rate, he ia the Priend to agp .
¥ith the allergzy sufferer.

more than those necersary
to keep a force of men in be anong bis medical duoties
1» the extracticn of teeth mnd e mich pref stract upper
teeth. The resscn for this taste in tooth extrmctd 13 tiat he
is pever quite sure of the location of the nerves in the lowes J8¥. Ccuseguantly
ke prefers to defer extrmctlions of lover teeth im the hope that the iroubla
¥ill go eeny. If it doey not, of course, be will undertake the cperaticn.

ard has an ;
encaziny and eyuberant peraczality. Ee appeara quita & rocsatic

"Che” mmiles and laughs readily,
figire !p his ovn mind ead to be Just the tyos vhich would Jjoust at wiladaille,
Fer instance, slibough he is & medieal doctor and althoush Castro took him

‘@ boeasus 3 doctor Was pesd=d, UChe" delichis in referring to hizself as a
S SRR " - ot » oo X 20 8 warri

Document 6 (b)&(c) 1958:The informant alleges that Che Guevara speaks only one
word of English —*“golf” — a game he supposedly loves and comments on his preference
as a doctor to extract upper teeth. Describes Che as “the type which would joust at
windmills” “l am not a doctor; | am a warrior;” Che is reported to have said.
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-3 = €0-B-3,098,0%9
He 15 extrezely proud of beirg the only cne of tro! ars in the ,
pountalas to bear the title of “Cocmandente". he always had
been the rebel in his femily, In 1954 he wes In Guat ien Castillo

jrzas disoi-ced Arbenz, Ee spoke stroogly of this episode and denounced to
wiat Be clnized was US Iofluenze in the successful reballion b
+ He racbled on at considerable length concerning zlleged

action:l agaizsst Arkenz by the US. These accounts of hi = hiphly enlorefl
and rother exireme and rewntic in tone and character. he,
explained that his reason for feeling as he does eone n e eveats in

Gustemala in 1954 vas that he regards the whole thing as an affront to
Guatemalan national feeling snd national dignity. Concerning the Hungarian
revoluticn of 1956, “Che™ sticks straight to the Cozmunist Party line and
asserts Tlatly that the U5 set off that revalt, He asserts & le

ioa because'of the policies of Perdh, but mede no clainm

that Perdn had persecuted o Bd a2, He merely c o

8 subsequent bistory is not e.Lnr

Geatesnls (see sbove), and & : vhere he first met Castro,

: 4 each
'Chl']..‘lhd.thcp'nl
ed Castro vhen he went to Cuba in

Document 6 (d) 1958: Asserts that Che Guevara “always had been the rebel in the
family”” “Apparently, he and Castro liked each other from the start. Castro needed a
doctor.‘Che’ liked the idea of action in Cuba ...”
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How,” it is of course impossible to state whether or not "Che” is or is not

s Commmist, He himself denies it. There is no question but that his
utierances reghrding events in Guatemals and Hungary sré definitely Communist
in tone and approsch. There i3 no question that he does not entertain
Iriendly feelings towards the US. He repeated with great solemnity and
emphasia that the US is planning to cut Cuba physically into two parts by
means of & eanal. His political views are those of a very emotional "Lating"
nstionalist. Despite "Che’s" undoubted hostility to the US and dee 15 *
#=beseing of the Coaomunist line concerning Cuatemnla and Hungary
&ifficult to belinve that he is a Commmmist in the sensc of thas eate

Farty member and revoluticnary, and conspirator. One reaso

is that he does pot talk consistently like an umlmww
Commmist (desbite the two examples above). He does mot have usual
Jergon, the usual phrases, the pat and stock answers which charscterize
the real Commmist. He does not display the patterned which
charaeterizes the real Commupist. Furthermors, "Che" is such an uum
and such a romntic that he doesn't sound 1ike an "organization man” st sll.

Of courze, this may be nothing but camouflage
“Che’s” attitude towards the US
is an attitude which is fairly common smong young "Latinos”. He has the
enotional hostility of the pnsationalist imhabitant of & small and backwsrd
and = e towards the big and rich and strong country. It does not
seen the crgmnized, directed hostility which characterizes

c st hos ty. Curiously emough, in "Che's™ case this unfriendly

attitude tovards the US is coupled to wigit the US and sdnmire
its wonders (his phrase). In IMME” attitude towmrds the
IS 1s dictated more by somewhat c 8ii s and jealousy mnd

resentment than by a cold, reascned, intellectual decision. OFf cwﬂti the

effect may well be the game. It is the origin which is different

"Che™ is fairly intellectual for a "Latino®. EHe is quite well-read in "Lating”

litersture and has an apprecis } e literatures.
He imp intelligent snd gquick. he bas caused books
to be brought imto the Slerra Masstra ¥ toe way he reads to the soldiers

Document 6 (e) Primarily concerned with whether or not Che Guevara is a
communist and his attitude toward the United States. Comments that Che’s attitude is

’

“fairly common among young ‘Latinos.” Concludes that “Che’s attitude towards the U.S.
is dictated more by somewhat childish emotionalism and jealousy and resentment than

)

by a cold, reasoned, intellectual decision.” States:*’Che’ is fairly intellectual for a ‘Latino.
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ST e

El

never mawv him ﬂlmx Karl Marx u- other Communist mthu-:..

it Eature his efforts to educate his - s
reading to them from the works
among othiers. e

He olaims that he has no political ' --
want to bave sny. Polities, ms ..«
that if Castro wins his fight, he -
upper resches of the Ammzon p A
_However, "Cha® now considers himself: s Cibmn and as.of the present -
%nr.ufdn o become w.Cuban citizen after Castro-) -bds:rebellion-(
+ -Cha” 18 suramihe will). This is something he has always wented %o 4o,
&

“pata he, unﬁmum:,'m_nmtuhnm- s
Che™ has always been searching for semething wi

_such, does not interest him,
_ ("Cue") will leave Cude and

-

ocoal revol
th which to give
and @ : # . ra
s ignificance and . _t.hn tice be- 3

: not Castro
cin Castro the fMohter ac

ey =T 1.1 .
: he, "Chas", dle 1iks s man"” at. the hesd of his troope.
;-mrmumw;ymmmm-muammt,m'h B e
man®, because he would feel it incumbent upon himself to set the exm
Emmluawmmm-xhﬂydﬁu'm'hm,
tks leadsr to direct things from behind, He must be out in fropt

.:hu ‘his ovm deeds of valor. If this sounds romentie,
RPN e e e

LR i A e m"ﬁ-‘?}iﬂg’,‘%ﬁf
: "Che's" attitude eoncarning ihe biz *
o ® Sugar crop end coccerning bombing and terrerimm, but think that he ..
vould either consider these matters as bensath his dlpnity to consider o =~
else would consider them childish, just as the moustain forces of Castro . ..
ecamider n.‘.l.lu-thn- manifestations of the rebellicm sgaidwt Batists

e i e A

A e
: b R i

3 - - a E L .

P i T s T e

A [T L R b ¢

Document 6 (f) 1958: Che Guevara “has a concept of himself as a romantic, dashing,
warrior figure.” “Politics, as such, does not interest him,” and “if Castro wins his fight, he
('Che’) will leave Cuba and explore the upper reaches of the Amazon River” Reports
that Che reads literature to his troops, including Charles Dickens and Alphonse Daudet,
and describes himself as an “individualist.” Indicates that if Fidel does not succeed, he
“will ‘die like a man’ at the head of his troops.”




— DOCUMENTS — 91

!-I-

bR e T AL P
R ':.:'.;“'..._...' "‘\‘_.' "‘..".'.'-.-.’.1.} -'-‘...1‘-.:4&..."

i, ;\" "'":.: !g_ 'ﬂo

2 Ut P e b o s [ L
o - v St ; 'i:ﬁ_...r i;a.‘i..
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Bl ik 4 iipreatipn sCeriing ke Fitess) Defosst ol the Usited Sttes wiilia e mesuing of the Esplenigs Law
“:!, |'s"E mu'r'n 1ud Ton i 6 . h [ PR . -

JUNTRY Mexico/Cuba/Argentina REPORT MO,  C5-3/349,744
IBIECT Erpesto GUEVARA Serna, DATE DISTR, %5 March 1958
Argentine with Fidel CASIRO's
Forces ia Cuba NO. PAGES 1
i RECUIREMENT
i NO. RD
ATE OF Februazy 1958 RATERENCES

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF COMTENT IS TENTATIVE.

JURCE:

. Ernesto GUEVARA Serpa, an Argemtine with Fidel
c.ns'muw forces in Cube, is ot a Commmist Party member.
Altbough he does not have deep Cormund st convietions, he is
a Co=mmist-sjmpathizer.

esira Mountains in Pebruary 1957.

Document 7. CIA report on Che Guevara’s communist sympathies
(February 1958)

CIA report noting that Che Guevara is not a Communist Party member although “he is
a Communist-sympathizer.”
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~TEY Cuba REFORT HO. C5=3/352,670
EC, piorraphical Data on Ernesto DATE DISTR, 2 April 195W
GIETATA Semma, Cuban Revelutionazy
Leader HO. PAGES 3

REQUIREMENT
HNO,

ATE OF REFEREMCES
F0. November 1557-Late Februar 1058
“cE &
Ko
o C i BE gty COMTENT IS TEMTATIVE
RCE:

1. Ernesto GUEVAZA Serna, coonander of cne of Fidel CASTRO's detaclments
in the Sierra Maestra Mommtains, an Argentine national; is about 29
rears of age, i3 married, and has a two-year-old daughter, His wife
and ¢hild are presumed to be living in Buenos Adres ot the present
time, Althouph CUSVARA pursued medical studies, he iz not intersated
in physical healing in zeneral; he is zyspathetic orly to vichtios of
gathza, bscauss he hissell has sulfered from persistant and chronic
asthma aince infancy. fFrequeatly during marches with ths CASTRD
forces, DUZVARA suffers aathmatic sitacks ond has to treat hizself
with pedicines and an inhaler wnich he always carries with his,

2, GFEZTANA belongs %o a middle=class family. He has pleasing manners,
speaka French fluently, and has a geod cultural background, He is
fasiliar with such writers as Malapartel nnd ¥oestler,? Hiz life-
long smbition has been™to become a revelutionary fiphter. He has
naver been to the United States; althongh he has traveled extensively
in Central America and South Aserica. On occasion he has deseribed
his experiences on the Bolivlan plateau and in Mexice, From his
refevencea to Guaterala it is apparent that GOZVARA was in that
couniry at the tine Corles CASTILLO Armas overthrew ths regime of
Jacobo Arbens and assuned powsr. GUETARA was apparently on. the
slde of the Arbenz forees,-since he criticizes the Unitad States
bitterly for helping %o cust Arbenz. OCUESVARAA clalms that the late
John Peurifoy, then United Statesa Azbassador to Guatemala, told
Artenz he cculd remain in powsr if he rounced up and killed his
Coomunist foilewers. According to CUEVARA, when Arbenz refused to
do this the United States sent warplanes into Guatemala to help
overtirow hio, and Arbenz' cwm chief of staff was bribed to tum
sgalnst hizm. CUEVARA claizs that CASTTLLD Armas was then able to
seize control of tie country with American weapons. When CASTILLO
Armas came into power GUEVARA'o wife was taken to the border by
Guatermalan police; she was civen the equivalent of five dellars in
nited States currency and expslied Irca the commiry.

Document 8. CIA biographical data on Che Guevara (November 1957 -
February 1958)

1958:Three-page CIA biographical report on Che Guevara.

(a) Discusses Che’s “chronic” asthma, his literary interests, his desire “to become a
revolutionary fighter” and his support for Arbenz in Guatemala.
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5.

Sae of CUEV RA'S principal snd most emstional pruoccupations is the
suhjret of cand e considers ialted States inter{erence in Latin Anerican

affoirn A resultant ;.n'.i-'—dnmcmtic_ proceedings dgainst nationalist
[l i ke ﬁ;;u:wez, {.e, SANDTHO in Nicarapua, Jose MENENDEZ (sic),
A GUEVARE Qs kesnly aware of latin Anurica's inferior position
in ths worlds He feels that the Latin Americany have made no etntribution

to the rerid. He resents bitterly the resultant handicaps of Latins trying
tu compets with sdvancsd Westernera, and he resents the fact that at any job
the Arerican™®Iways has to Le the boss. He feels that in -social and politica
catters the rola of Iatin Amerdica has been one of neglect. As an exanple of
this, he remacked on one cecasion, "Five thousand workers are shot dowm on
iho Bolivian highlands, snd maybe there is cne line in the Hew York papers,
i ich menticns that there is labor unrest in Bolivia." He wonders if tha
United Sfates sc—called international labor unions would take an intsresat in
the South American werker and if it migat belp to raise the living standards
of the Latin Aaericans to a level which might coms closer to that of tha
Horth Americans,

ZUETARA's thinkinpg does mot appear to follow any fixed economic or
sociological patiern. He has denied vehemently that he is, or that be ever
wag, a Commmists In fact, his thinking seems to'be far removed from the
orthodox Morxist pattern. CUEVARA would be described more sccurately as a
Latino populist, with a teuch of the intellectual’s melf-focused searching
and an intense degres of wltra=naticnalistic.latin pride, GUEVARA; 1ike
Wlrauc®s 3revolutionaries, seeks a ceaning for his own life before

rlse.,

In his present role as comrmander of Fidel CASTRO'a Ho. 2. colusn, GUETWARA
secens Lo hove found dewp fulfillment, Mo dees not apperr to e Lreovbhled
¥ith guch Treguent astima. Excent for a scar on his neck directiy under

hiz jaw, the result of a nearly-fatal bullet wouhd sustained in fﬁa.htina

at Alegrias in Decemher 1956, he is umscathed and in high spirits.! He watches
over his troops with mternal concern, znd his men wo rship him, In the
evening they gather around him like children, and he reads adventurs sicries
4o them. The rebel soldiers call him mayvaliente (very brave fellow),
which is sbout the hichest term of approbation.in the Sierra Maestra
Yountains. His popularity is second only to that of Fidel CASTRO. He
appears to be cuch sore popular than Raul CASTRO, who is somewhat a martinet,
i3 harsh, impatient, and self-rightecus.

GUEVAPA diszclaizs all polifical acbitiona beyond helping CASTRO to achieve
wictory, He plans to setile in Cuba when the fighting is over; however, he
does not seem 1o be the type of person to settle perzanently in one places
CUETAFA scoetises talks about organizing an expsdition in the future to
explore the upser reaches of the Azazan and the Orinoco Valleys.S

Hewdourriesr Jomsents

1. Presimed te be a refe-=nce to Cursio Malaparte, Italisn leftist writer
who died recently. Malaparts one of the founding members of the Italien
Fascist Party in 191%, wrote, amoeng other books, The Skin and Caputt.
Hslaparte cizimed to be strongly oppored to any form of totalitarianism,

Document 8 (b) 1958: Describes Che Guevara’s views of U.S. interference in Latin
American affairs. Che’s thinking is considered “far removed from the orthodox Marxist
patter”; he is described as more of a “Latino” populist. He is the commander of Fidel
Castro’s second guerilla column and his men “worship him.”
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2, Presuged L b s referenes to Arthur Yoestler, who was born in Budapest
in 1505 and Juined the Coemunmist Farty of Hungary in 1931. Koestler
lefe the Bty at the tine.of the Hoscow tridc in 1938. He has lived
in the United States, Eurlind, and France, He iz the author of sany
novels, asong them, Dariness at Noon, Spanish Testameat, Scum of the
Exrtl, Arrow In the Hlue, and Invisible Eﬂtim;_. The two latter books
are an autoblopraphy o the author: Arrow in the Blue describes Keestler's
1ifo to his 27th year, and Invisible 'ﬁ‘ritmg is a detalled sccount of his

seven years in the Communist ty of Hungary.

3s Fresimed to be a reference to indre Ualraux, a Prenchean by birth, who
vent to Indo~China at an early age. He became involved in politics theve
and also wrote several books based on 1ife in Inde=China. He was acting
@3 mssociats secretary-generzl of the Kuomintang in China in 1925, at 2
time when the Eucaintang had a pumber of mexbers who adnired the Soviet
Union, Malraux played a leading role in the Hational Liberatien
Xovement of China.’ One of hiz books, Man's Fate, dramatizes the Chiness
Pevolution of*193L, in which he partic . other one of Lis bocks,
Dnﬁ of Wrath, depicts the heroisn of Commmists under the regime of

Ph sitder in Germany.

-Commts

be ring late Novesber or early December 1957 CUEVARA was wounded in the
leg. This wound was serious encugh to warrant his evacuation frem the
Sierra Maestra Mountains to Manzanille.

Se

saic thot GUEVARA was no lenger an Argentine eitizen, He claimed that

2 cerencny conflerring Cuban citizenship on GUEVARA had been performed by
Fidel CASTRD Rus in the Sierra laeatra Nountains. Altheugh this act has
no validity, it is possibly intended to provide am scceptable basis for
the formal granting of citizenship when and if the revelution ia
successful,

Document 8 (c) 1958: Mentions a wound Che Guevara had, and that Fidel had

conferred citizenship on him.
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AERAIBAL BF COMTENT ITEMTATIVED

SELE FEYALUATION BEr

E-weblo TUTUARA Derzy, Gosaacdes of Colums o, £ of the 0L5T03 foposs,
Clains %t the casyaizn of the Slerrn Mpestra ia tased oo Bezional Climdestina
Samiilez dcke (3dc), a Soviel poutesns rublicstion whish has been t:l:lsht;sd
&nd is publisbed ig Fedeo.  GUIVARL 13 enii-imericon. He is sob a }hm;‘;,
but he follovs hldndly the Commimist Farty ldne fn all iscuves, Altheugn he
=7 2ot br & rezistered Commist Poortr Fm.” he i= an eevy tarpet rp:--r.ae
Commmiate,

it GUERRA has a police recosd in Mand, Flwid- shere Le was
arr=ated ard Interrcpated durisg tha Eoresn War, He w23 once employed by & mews
agsncy spenscred hy Juan FXRCH, fm_-.- drpentine Frasident. . Gilda CADES, hia.
wife, forperly vovked in Mexice for the Unitsd Nations as an ecmm.i.li.).
Fiedd Distritction  Seme
Ba ef Mesvage

Document 9. CIA information report that Guevara commands guerilla
column (April 1958)

e 1958: CIA report stating that Che Guevara commands Column No. 4 of the Castro —

forces, that he is “anti-American,” and that he has a police record in Miami where he was
arrested and interrogated during the Korean War. (If this is so, it must have been during
his 1952 visit.)
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Ernesto CUZVARA Serna ("Cha”) was born in Bosaris, Provincs of Santa
Fo—fswentina—on-5 Jume 1008, ¥ia sarents still live in Rosario.

¥a is Commander of Column Ho. L of the 26 of July Rewolutionary
Lovepens fprecea In the Sderra Haestra, the larpest of the five coluem:
under the command of Fidel CASTSO Rusz. GUEVARA studied medicine at
the Univerait- of Puenoa Aires. Vhile at the University of Buenos
Aires he expressed hls oppositicn to Juan PERON, then dictater of
Argenting, and 1-ter voted against hin, In 1953, when GUEVARA was
called for his compuisory military service, he yafused to sefve under
FERON and for that reascn left Arpentina. He wisited Boldvia, Peru,
Emact:r, Panzma, Costa Rica, Wicaragus, Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico,
and Cuba.

CUZVAZA rpesislized in allerpies and for 1hat reason has dome a
r=sat desl of ponysiolcgieal research. Then he gracuated froo pedical
sehpel he did seme work in this field witn a doctor in Buencs Lires.
Later in lexico he aprarently iried to resume this “esearch. Hs
never esiablished a medical practice. In Hexico he mrried a
Feruvian exile who wur an Aprista and they lnve a two—year— old
daughier., 14 i3 mcored that GUEVARA and his wifie are separated.

Ee has pentioned on eccation that abe zay bave Teturmed to Pern
girce the chonpe of adoinistration in that country,

GUEZVARA was in Guatemala during the last days of the regime of
Jacoho Arhenz snd dofended the latter in the Guatemalan press. After
the a1l of Arbenz CUEVARA went to Hexico where he joined the 26 of
July tersluticnary Howment of Fidel CAETRO Ruz. Thile in Meclco he
recaived training in meuntain warfarc. GUEVARA was to serve the
CAETRO Movement in the capacity of combzé surpeon, He is one of the
tuelve survivers of the CHAKA expedition led hy CLSTRO which landed
in Cuta on 2 Deceaber 1935, During the sixiesn months in the Sierra
Eaestra with tho forces®ef Fidel CASTED, GUEVARA sbandoned his post
&3 cochat surgsen to assuse comwmnd of one of CASTEO's columns.

Document 10. CIA biographical data on Che Guevara (March 11-30, 1958) [
Three pages of CIA biographical data on Che Guevara.

(@) Che voted against Perén, refused to serve in the Argentine military and left Argentina

for that reason. Che was one of the |2 survivors of the Granma expedition.
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GUZFAAN cladss emphatically that he iz not now, nor Bas he ever been a
Communists le 4z o zelf-acclaimed dndividualici, o mon=ecalarnist, and an
wltralnationalist in the latin Anerican sense, le rosents accusalicns that
he i5 a Communist and bloses the Unlted States and th= United Pruss for such
charges, GUEVARA clains that ke cefended the ropice of Arbenz in Guatemala
because he balieved in the rise of an American yepublic rhich eould defend
itself apainst exploitation by forsugn eapital, for exasple, by the United
Fruit Company. Es peluses to belisve that there waa a Soviet peretration in
Guatemala during the regioe of Arbenz, and he sald that all Latin Americans
resented United States interference in the affairs of Guatemala.

EIVATA said he becaoe Interested in Cuba curing his university days when ha
read saveral books on Jose MARTI, the Cuban patriot, Later he pet sevsral
Cutan exiles in Guatesala who ware oemcers of the 26 of July-Revolutis
Movenent. The aims and the ideals ol the Movement appealed to GUEVARA,

80 ba joined the erganization.

SUZVAPA 43 well-mannered, soft-spoksn, and hesitant in conversabion. He
i3 extrecely popular throughout the Eéor July Hovement, both among the
¢ivilian and wilitary components of the orpganization. In spite of his gentle
nature he seams to have bstter military comnand than nost eof the leaders of
the Movement, He is energstic, athletic, participates in any type of
“ttivity about the camp mo matier vhether it is softball, general Tecreation,
7 earing for pets. His men respect hin because he is daring in cembat
and never passes up an opportunity for en encounter. He is the only
cormander in the Movenent who has ever been observed to stand a2 man at
attention and discipline hiz for irefficiency.

CUEVARA is about 5'11" tall, weiphs about 170 1bs, =nd has a nedium build,
He is very tarned,.but normally his complexlon i3 very fair. He has crudely
cut, dark brown hair, brown eyes, a rather high forehead, and a sparce bromn
beard. He generally wrars olive-drab coebat dungaress and a black turtle-
neck wool sweater. His dingares and vest pockets are used as files for
®asages, end are always ctuffed with papers.

GUEVARA sug-m fm' ;hram asthma and must use his inhaler at night and
during marches. CASTRD has ordered him to rids whenaver le
. posaib

qu'."a'a aenss ol hunor ssemed to overrome h©is wermtion when asked about
-o=mniss during a recent United Press interview, Hs answered that he was
not & Commaist, but that such guestions from the jress and indirectly
from the United States Government were inducive to becoming a Cormunist,
Later, when asked why he had abandoned his country, his profession, his
wife and child for & distant ldeclogical cause, he answersd with mirth
thet this sould have been a resuli of two facters: 1) tha¥ he read MARTT
83 a boy, or 2) because of the rubles he had hidden in his headquarters.
In the same intorview he was questiored concerning the duration and
hardship ef the struggle in the mountains and how long morzle of the
Movement would hold up, He answered that they hawe all the tire in the
world; that they are constantly prowing; that only 12 men survived the
landing 15 months previously but that thers were now 1,200 men in the Sis=r
Masstra fighting forces.

Document 10 (b) 1958: Guevara says he defended Arbenz so that Guatemala could
defend itself against “exploitation by foreign capital,” particularly the United Fruit
Company. He became interested in Cuba during his university days when he read books
by José Marti.
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R e

GUEVARA Spwnds mesdt of this tiso pn combat missisnz. During his sbsence
Ires his lwadquarsors Ramire VALDES, his second-in-comsand, takes over. When
CUEVARY la in eamp his typical duy Legins at 7 a.0. MHe has early cofres,
plays with & dog or cat, and then wanders out for his corning tea.
Yeasiges and visiiors begin to arrive about Bil0 a.o. Headguarters-business
eay ranjze freo cases of military discipline to logisties, or to arbitration
in cases of military transactdon invelving the property of farcers. Sincs
his cozmand 13 a base installation, the paper work is relatively heavy
for a grerrilla movement. In the afterncon be may be needed at a civilisn
or nilitary trial, ©ffenses invelved may renpe fron something es light as
Property liabllily to something as seriocus as treasen, By evening he is
* o7 to listen fo news tooadeasts or chat with eamp wisitors, He retires
<t 9 Pels, when he lights his csrbide lamp, snd a huge ciger, and
wrings-out hiz book on Jose LARTI.

M o= s/sso o

Document 10 (c) 1958: Describes a typical day in Che Guevara’s life as a guerilla. He
spends “most of his time on combat missions,” and at night smokes a “huge cigar” and
reads José Marti.
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iews of Erfesto “CheV GUEJARA Surma
v Cukar Forelgm Policy

THOH

REFERLMIER

cAnibAl OF CONTENT MESTATIVE

fENALUATION BEFISITIVEY

e
s e

1 R Sl B

mtm GULT il replied thay for the present,

Mma's hands ara tied by the presence of a Usited States MNawi Base in Cuba, 1.e.

omocriise el the new Qubesm Sovernment woyld consist of non=aligne

-zamo, the agreement for which was signed by the previcus regime cnder Fulgencio
WISITTA, CUSVATA added that the new Cuban regime pracdually would [ind a way, as
wmal "Rbd-z1-Jazir ¢id with the Sues Canal, to force the U.S. base cut of Cuba, and

10 the nev regime would be able to show its tiue Iccelgn-nolicy colera,

ejd Distriletien; Stele, Avmy, !l'nvr-

(End of message)

l R n

Document | 1. CIA information report on Guevara’s views on foreign policy
(July 1959)

1959: CIA information report on “Views of Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara Serna on Cuban
Foreign Policy”

SEMIMATION OO TADLE
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STURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. AFPEAISAL OF CONTENT 15 TENTATIVE.

“
g _

1

3

The polisz- of the United States in Latin Amcrics is wrong and will have
to change, in the interest of the U.S. Whatever the intentlons ‘of the
Aoerican pecple cay be, the U,5. Governoent and U. 5. business firms have,
in fact, supported dictators Iron one end of Latin Awverica to the other,
notahly BAT'STA, TOUJIILO, cnd FiREZ Jimenes. In Cube the rovoluticnary
rovement was opposed By PLTISTA forces using U. 5. planes, which dropped
U. 5. napals. The CASTRO povernment has lettera and docmentary proef
shoving iorroper collsboration between the former U. 5. Asbassader and
ive DITIST, wpefme, The U, 8, niilitesy riseio gove tactical advice to
thy BATISTA forcms 1 thedr zifemytied sugprussion of the revolution. The
U. 5. sent cpies into the CASTRED cams in the gaise & journalists or
others, whose infermation woe then relayed to the BATISTA.regime.

CivaRA 5111 rerains suspicious of U. S. intentions toward Cuba. He said
+hat there haa been o build-up at Ouantanamo Bay since the CASTRO wictory
virieh is not justified by any loenl unrest. The precedsnt of U. S.
inte~vention in Guatemala is not forpotien, CASTRO's remabk that, Mif the
Karire s landesd, thers would bes 200,000 dead gringes" was not intended for
sublis consumption and was most wnfortunate. However, 1t did emtain a
roralt everyme acknowledped the overvhelzing power of the U, 5., but
the Dubsn revoluticnarins mess willing to die to the last man if need be.

GUEVATA fesls he is unfsirly trested by tha U, 5, press, FReports that
thers were two Russisn advisors with CASTRD, that larxist indectrination
certess had been astablistiod, gnd that GIEVARA im hinselfl a Communist are
untrue, The U, 5. press 1a prone t5 Brand pecple as Comamnlsts who are
fiphting for frecdom froa tyrawy, fron econcaie deminatlon by foselgn
carsaniss, md from dnterference by such companies in lozal palitics,
w=ich ars lepitimete afmn. Rightly or wrenpky, the U. 5. 4 riewed
throughout Latin Armerdce os the enemy of popular snc refor= movementa.

Tre U. 5. eede & preas nictake in Guatemala, Altkough Arbens and some
cihers ve—s Comumists, the novenant in Guatersla was cssentially s
rogelar ece, the peorle versus United Frult Company. CUEVARA fewls core
pirongly £hout 4nis thar rhout U. S. mid to BATISUA. Fis then wife wan
drngeed throvgh the sireets Lighe Zergez.gl CASTIIIO Amaz, Ouatesala

Document || contd.
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win s, ror Unlted Orelb, Lt it slicated a whols
peneration of Lutin O

The coning year ¢ill . = jansda. un avals threw swet Latin Aoerica- Hicaragus,
the Mainlzan Lapublle, Colsablo, Peraguwsy. In accentina Froadizd has no powse
of his om bub Fetalng power by acting nwa a balannesheel brtoeen the Aoy and
the peoila.  Tho cditor of La Prensa had said that Frooddzd had ackisved the
nirmsle of alienating Loth Tos Comcunists and the fres press as the came tise,
3razil had ouch poverty and distress but had achlewed a certain political

srailiny.

ilith respact to the|future of U. 5. busiress in Cuba, the U, 5. note accepting
the principlas of sgrarian refors snd the right of natlcnalization was gratifying.
The aiffievlty would lie in the valuation of propertiss. Tt was not Cuba's
intention to drive out U. 5. business of forze it to the wall, but Cubs did
inaist on conizolling forelgn business within lta borders to prevent imjustices
of the past and interference in local peliticas,

Whatever the respective potives zight be, the fact iz that U. 5. inflvence

or equlpment was being used to suppress popular movenment in Latin Ameries,
whereas the Coomundst bloe was supporting such popular soverments aroond the
werld. In Cuba the Cormunists at first had boped to take over tha rewo-
lutiorary covecent, but, when they realized that the people were behind CASTAD,
they fell into lime, which was a pradent thing for them to do.

The United States has achieved social justice snd liberty for ita owm people,
but it objects when small Latin Acericon countries struggle for the same
things for theszelves. This policy 1s Inconalstent aid doomed to fallure.

Document || contd.
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GUSVARA, Ernesto "Che" CUBA
-Ehrch 1960

Che Guevara is the most intellectual member of the groups He
creates fear because of his meserve, giving the impression of
holding back more than he is saying. While he does not cause the
antagonism that Raul does, the fadt that he i1s a foreigner is a
major factor preventing his ever being the leader. He knous

that he cannot force matters to a showdown. He tried to avoid
the foreign viszits but had to give in to Fidel, He is not really
the "gray eminence"behind Castro, who gets out to the peop

mich and is too individualistie to be so conttolled. Of course,
Che does present his point of view well and strongly, but his
position is not so important as reported in the US press. This i=
more of a legend because of his inaccessibllity than the true
picture. He is certainly a Marxist, a great admirer of the USSR,
but a party-liner would hardly praise such a deviationist as Tito.
I am not actually sure that he is a commnist party pember and do
not think that he is direclied by Moscow.

CIA 00-B-3,155,060, 6 April 1960, cus AEIIEEGNG"

Document 12. CIA report that Guevara is a Marxist but not a “party-liner”
(March 1960)

CIA document that is most likely from an informant inside Cuba. States he is a
Marxist, but probably not a “party-liner;” as evidenced by his praise of President Tito of
Yugoslavia.
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I Dacermber 3, 1962 -

Three indicators from Cuba that i;nrry me aret - a5
Al e e n
Tle
would suggest that we soon w.-u-u.:d face the- prospect of opérational SAM
eites manned by Soviets. . ;
2. Che Cusvara's statement to thn\andan Dally Worker that
peace hae beendasurred and rl.’lu.t Cuba will pursue the arme struggle = -=
already wk taking place in a;r:umher of Latis American :&ut;hl'lueknr‘* T

Venazuela, Guatemalam Paraguzy avd Celombis., This ‘would-indicute no intantio

]

to halt Castro sub varsion in Laiin America. :

=

=, —— i o g .
3. Mikoyan'e public statemevt in Moscow that he had achleved m-—

oblective of maintaining 8 Communist regime in the Westera hemisphare.

These three statements would promo. extireme caution ou the part
of the United States In any apreernent which might, give Cﬂ,ay-o anw‘_ o

Communists & sanctuary.

[ -

S John A. McCone
e e . gl PREREY e

Yo

Document 13. CIA memo on Guevara’s Daily Worker interview from director
John McCone (December 3, 1962)

1962: Document from John A.McCone, Director of the CIA, possibly to the Secretary
of State or the President concerning an agreement with the Soviet Union regarding
Cuba. Specifically mentions as one of three negative “indicators” Che Guevara’s Daily
Worker interview on armed struggle. McCone says “Cuba will pursue the arms [sic]
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OGTGOING TELEGRAM Digtasoment of Bt o128

e
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.: Ac:IOn: USUN .Nm YORK mu:z:m 153"ADVANGE Bﬂp‘i

With reference to current ncgotiations with Iumf.zém, White
. P
House wants @ be posltive that you are avare of following excerpt
Che :

from EXE Guevara interview uith Havana correspondent of Loadom
" ; = 4 7 f i

Daily Worker contained in FBIS ‘No. 70, Wovember 2%:

U

"My final question to Major Guevsra was on the comtriduticn
= i ]

thit the Cuban revelution has made to the dlvclnpncntbillauut

thoucht and prlel:ﬁ:e, Hia reply was l:ypi.eilllly nodliif: “and he
deliberately l.im.t.ed himself to the effecl:s of Il:h: Oubnn exnrsla
in Letin fierica, "The Cuban revolution,™ hu u:hi “'hn shiovn
that in conditions of i:apcrinunt dmipa::-:on such as exlst in
utﬁ America, there is uo solution but ammed struggle---st Lhe
people to take power out of the hauds of the Yenkae Inperinlista
and the small grovp of the natiom_ll._ ?ourgeci.sh who work with
item,' The questfon then wasg, he added, how this armed struggle
ceuald be most effrlzet-i.uly carried th:ﬁgh. While the bourgeoisin

had their armed forces concentrated im the citfes vhere they had
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Document |4. Department of State telegram on negotiations with the
USSR (December 7, 1962)

1962: Telegram from State Department to the U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations, Adlai Stevenson, regarding negotiations with the Soviet Union. Once again,
it warns them about Che Guevara’s comments on armed struggle in the Daily Worker
interview, and quotes the pertinent sections.
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Page— 2 of telegram toUSIK NELL YORK ol
COL P T RAL

the factory workers at their mercy. They.were comparatively weak
in the countryside, where the peasants are living mostly in a state
of feudal eoppression and are also very revolutionary.

“cuba has shown,” he continued, "that small guerrilla srolps,
well-led and located in key points, with stromg- links with the masscs
of the people, can act as a catalyst of the masses bringing thea into
mass struggle throvgh action. "Such ection, to be eonvineing, must
be effective, and guerrilla nction has shown how ermed forces can
be beaten and how guerrillas can be converted into an army which
eventually ea'n.daa:tnjr the am &m;cdea of the class enemy.

"We say," Major Guevara &OREINEE, "that this can be done in a
large number of Latin Ameriean couatries, But ltbia. is not to say
-that Cuba's example is to be fallmn-i mechanically, but rather
adapted to the specific conditions in each of Latin America‘’s 20
mafin countries." He pointed out that in Venezuels, L‘lllatm!\l.
Paraguay, and Colambia, gucriilles dre already active in armed struggle
against the American imperialists and their henchmen, while there have
been clashes in Wicaragua and Peru, and none ullfutl'l_i'n had any physicel
connection with Cuba.

"rhere is no other sclution possible in these countries except
armed struggle. The cbjective conditions for this exist, and Cuba‘s
exapple has showm Ciese couatries the way,"

END

Document 14 contd.
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Document 15. FBI request for more recent copies of Che’s fingerprints
(January 14, 1964)

1964: Request from FBI headquarters for a more recent copy of Che Guevara’s
fingerprints.What is the reason for the request at this particular time? Did they suspect
Che of a crime? Of traveling as a guerilla fighter? Of using a disguise? Did they have a plot
to kill him and wanted to make sure they got the right guy?
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ¢ o ROUTINE
Intelligence Information®Cable

¥ crma TDCS DR-315/03208-65
28 SEPTEMBER 1965 DisTR 1 OCTOBER 1965

1. EEATOUARTAES COMMENT: IN A 2B SCLPTEMBEER SPEECH AT CRRE-
MONIES 2T THE PLAZA DE LA REVOLUDCION IN EAVANA MARKING THE FIFTH

ANNIVERSA®Y OF TRE FOUNDING OF THE COMMITTEE FOR TRE DEFENSE OF THE
REVOLUTION, CURAN PREMIER FIDEL CASTRO RUZ INDICATED THAT A PUBLIC
CIEINONY WOULD BE HELD IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS IN WHICH THE NEY CENTRAL
COMMITTZE OF THE PARTIDO UNIDO DE LA REVOLUCION SOCIALISTA (PURS,
KTTED PARTY OF THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION) WOULD BE momm:n CASTRD
DOCUMEST ¥WOULD BE READ WHICY EX-
PLATNED THE ABSENCE, SINZE MID-MARCH 1965, OF MINISTER OF INDUSTRIES
“-ERYESTO “CHE™ GUEVARA7ERNAI™ IN TEIS SANE"SPEECH CASTRU' INVITED e
PE:SONS DISAFFECTED WITH HIS REGIME TO LEAVE CUSA, AND HE CI :

PROMISED THAT AT THIS CER

Eld  Abuv/aCH  SaWY A JC5  BECORF NS4 MK
RERCINMDG AN o R DT e
Document 16. CIA report on Fidel’s statement about Guevara’s ‘“absence”
(September 28, 1965)

1965: CIA report noting that Fidel Castro says he will read a statement at a
forthcoming public ceremony which will explain Che Guevara’s absence.
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Document 17. Dept. of Defense Intelligence Information Report on Che’s
visit to MPLA (Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola) guerilla
fighters in the Congo (1965-1966)

Che along with the Cuban ambassador to Algeria visits the MPLA (Popular Movement
for the Liberation of Angola) guerilla fighters in the Congo. The document reports that
some 250 Cubans are fighting on behalf of the MPLA. Che gives a speech to the MPLA
fi
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Document 17 contd.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGEMNCE AGENCY
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8JECT Reveluticcary Group Allegedly Bound 2
For Eolivia - DATE DISTE, 23 spr 66
% O, PAGES 1
B LE Pt s REFERENCES

Tris 15 UNEVALUATED inroRmaTION

Document 18. CIA report stating that Guevara is on his way to Bolivia (April

23,1966)

1966: CIA document of April 23, 1966, titled “Revolutionary Group Allegedly Bound For

Bolivia” states that “Cuban-trained revolutionaries” are going to Bolivia and that Che
Guevara is leading a force of guerillas in the Andes.
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1967 MAR 17 AM 7 57

INCOMING TELEGRAM
Department of State

SUBJECT: REPORTED GUERILLA ACTIVITY IN BOLIVIA

1. At urgent request of President Barrientos, I called on him at
his house this afternoon accompanied by [UNCLEAR] and DEFATT
to find him in a meeting with Acting Chief of Armed Forces
General Belmonte; Army Commander General LaFuente; Army Chief
of Staff Colonel Vasquez; and aides.

2. Barrientos said Bolivian Authorities yesterday morning picked
up two guerilla suspects (Vincente Rocaboado Terrazas and
Pastor Barrera Quntel) near Ipita, Department of Santa Cruz,
coordinates approximately 19 degrees, 40 minutes south and 63
degrees, 32 minutes west.

3. [UNCLEAR] Interrogation in La Paz today, suspects reportedly
admitted association with group of guerillas numbering 30
to 40 in region surrounding Ipita, running roughly from
Monteagudo and Lagunillas in the South to Valle Grande in
the north. They reportedly said group was led by Castroite
Cubans and included Peruvians, Argentines and perhaps other
foreigners. Suspects reportedly independently identified as
also involved with guerillas Moises, Guevara, and person
known as “Chino”, also recently reported from here BLOCKED
OUT as involved in guerilla preparations.

4. Unspecified quantities and types of arms; and had “ample”
funds. Suspects were in fact picked up after arousing
suspicions of local authorities because of unduly generous
offers they were making for food supplies. Proximate cause
of their detention may have been however their sale of a .22
caliber rifle.

5. There has been no armed or other type of contact in area
with the reported guerillas, although two squads of Bolivian

Document 19. Telegram to Department of State reporting capture of two
guerillas and request by President of Bolivia for military aid (March 17, 1967)

Amb. Henderson informs Washington that two guerillas after capture were
interrogated, and claimed Che was their leader, but had never seen him. President
Barrientos requests aid,and Henderson recommends providing radio locator equipment
that Barrientos requested.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

ARVECTROOPS are reportedly trailing one-half day behind
elements of them through very difficult terrain.

. Barrientos and his senior military commanders appeared

prepared to believe there was some kind of guerilla
preparation in the area and asserted as a fact there were
a number of guerilla radio transmitters sending coded
signals within the region.

Barrientos said he believed the guerillas’ purpose was to
divert Bolivian military forces to this remote, densely
covered and militarily extremely difficult terrain,
leaving vial centers such as La Paz, Cochabamba, Oruro,
and the mines with reduced protection against possible
subversive action in those places.

Barrientos said he would not fall in any such trap but
plans to put security forces in key centers on extra
alert and send small specially qualified forces into the
reported guerilla area to “box them in”.

. Barrientos requested immediate assistance from US in

following respects:

Jam provision of radio locating equipment and necessary
technical bank-up to enable GOB to pinpoint reported
guerilla radio transmitters.

B. Additional communications equipment which would be
needed by field forces operating there.

Barrientos said he thought security forces in Paraguay
and Argentina should know of the foregoing in the event
the reported guerillas are forced out and CWEE in their
direction. He asked our cooperation in transmitting this
message.

I made no commitments beyond a promise to look into what
we might be able to do.

We are taking this report of guerilla activity with
some reserve, but see no harm in embassies Asuncion
and Buenos Aires passing message mentioned paragraph 7
above, at their discretion.

Meanwhile we are seeing what we can do locally about
providing radio locater equipment before calling for
further USG help in this regard.

GP-. HENDERSON

Document 19 contd.
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163. Editorial Note from Dept. of State publication, Foreign Relations
1964-1968 South and Central America

On March 16, 1967, the Embassy in La Paz reported that President
Barrientos had personally informed Ambassador Henderson that two
guerrilla suspects had been detained by Bolivian authorities ad, upon
interrogation, had admitted association with a group of 30 to 40 guerrillas
“led by Castroite Cubans” and other foreigners. The suspects reportedly
mentioned that Che Guevara was leader of the guerrilla group, but they
had not seen him. Barrientos urgently requested U.S. communications
equipment to enable the Bolivian Government to locate reported guerrilla
radio transmitters. Henderson made no commitments beyond a promise to
look into what the United States could do. (Telegram 2314 from La Paz,
March 16; National Archives and Records Administration, RG 59, Central
Files 1967-69, POL 23-9 BOL)

A year earlier there were intelligence reports that Che Guevara as in South
America, but U.S. analysts found little supporting evidence. In a March 4, 1966,
memorandum concerning rumors of Guevara’s presence in Colombia, FitzGerald
noted that “penetrations of insurgent groups had revealed no indication of
Guevara’s presence in any of these groups.” (Central Intelligence Agency,
DDO/IMS, Operational Group, Job 78-5505, Area Activity-Cuba) Further analysis
by the Agency identified seven conflicting rumors of Guevara’s whereabouts. A
March 23, 1966, memorandum prepared in the Western Hemisphere Division noted
that Guevara’s usefulness had been reduced to his ability as a guerrilla, and
that “with his myth he is ten feet tall; without it, he is a mortal of normal
stature.” Under the circumstances, the Agency concluded:

“...1it is not believed justifiable to divert considerable amounts of time,
money and manpower to an effort to locate Guevara. It is considered far more
important to use these assets to penetrate and monitor Communist subversive
efforts wherever they may occur, since Guevara’s presence in an area will not
affect greatly the outcome of any given insurgent effort.” (Ibid.)

On March 24, 1967, the Embassy in La Paz reported that Barrientos met
with the Deputy Chief of Mission on March 23 to advise him that the guerrilla
situation had worsened and that this deterioration caused him increasing
concern. Barrientos believed the guerrilla activity was “part of a large
subversive movement led by Cuban and other foreigners.” He pointed out
that Bolivian troops in the area of guerrilla activity were “green and ill-
equipped,” and reiterated his urgent request for U.S. assistance. The Embassy
told Barrientos that “our military officers were working iwth the Bolivian
military to ascertain facts relating to requirements.” (Telegram 2381 from
La Paz, March 24; National Archives and Records Administration, RG 59,
Central Files 1967-69, POL 23-9 BOL) Two U.S. military assistance advisory
group officers reported that on March 23 guerrillas had ambushed a 22-man
Bolivian Army patrol near Nancuahazu, prompting the Embassy to report to the
Department on March 27: “There is now sufficient accumulation of information
to bring Country Team to accept as fact that there is guerrilla activity in
area previously mentioned, that it could constitute potential security threat
to GOB.” (Telegram 2384 from La Paz, March 27; ibid.)

In a 90-minute meeting with Ambassador Henderson on March 27, Barrientos
appealed for direct U.S. budgetary support for the Bolivian armed forces
to meet the “emergency and one in which Bolivia was ‘helping to fight for
the U.S."”

Document 20. Dept. of State publication, Foreign Relations 1964-1968 South
and Central America, Editorial note 163 describing U.S. meetings concerning
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In reporting this discussion to the Department, Henderson observed:

“I suspect that Barrientos is beginning to suffer some genuine anguish
over the sad spectacle offered by the poor performance of his armed
forces in this episode; i.e., an impetuous foray into reported guerrilla
country, apparently based on a fragment of intelligence and resulting in
a minor disaster, which further tended to panic the GOB into a lather of
ill-coordinated activity, with less than adequate professional planning
and logistical support.” Henderson continued, “pressed by his military
he may seek resort to the lobbying talents of Ambassador Sanjines in
Washington in an effort to end-run proper channels of communication with
U.S. authorities.” (Telegram 2405 from La Paz, March 29; ibid.)

On march 29, the CIA reported that to guerrillas captured by the
Bolivian Army had furnished information that the guerrilla movement “is
an independent, international operation under Cuban direction and is not
affiliated with any Bolivian political party. The Agency had received
information about the development of other guerrilla groups in Bolivia.
“Should these other groups decide to go into action at this time, the
Bolivian Government would be sorely taxed to cope with them” in addition
to the Cuban-backed group. (Memorandum from [name not declassified] to the
Chief, Western Hemisphere Division, March 29, Central Intelligence Agency,
DDO/IMS, Job 88-01415R, [file name not declassified]

On March 31, the Department responded to Henderson’s concerns: “We have
no evidence ‘end runs’ being attempted here.” The Department instructed
the embassy in La Paz:

According to the CIA report, May 10, Che Guevara told [text not
declassified] that he had come to Bolivia “in order to begin a guerrilla
movement that would spread to other parts of Latin America.” (CIA
Information Cable TDCS 314/06486-67; ibid.)

“You may at your discretion inform Barrientos that we most reluctant
consider supporting significantly enlarged army, either thru provision
additional material or thru renewal budget support. We fully support
concept of providing limited amounts of essential material assist carefully
orchestrated response to threat, utilizing to maximum extent possible
best trained and equipped troops available. Should threat definitely prove
greater than capacity present forces, Barrientos can be assured U.S.
willingness consider further assistance.” (Telegram 166701 to La Paz,
March 31; National Archives and Records Administration, RG 59, Central
Files 1967-69, POL 23-9 BOL)

Also on March 31, the Department informed U.S. posts in neighboring
countries to Bolivia that the current plan “is to block guerrilla escape
then bring in, train and prepare ranger-type unit to eliminate guerrillas.”
The Department also indicated that the United States was considering a
special military training team (MTT) “for accelerated training counter
guerrilla force.” (Telegram 16641 to Buenos Aires, et al., March 31; ibid.)

On May 11 Rostow reported to President Johnson that “CIA has received
the first credible report that ‘Che’ Guevara is alive and operating in
South America.” The information had come from interrogation of guerrillas
captured in Bolivia. “We need more evidence before concluding that Guevara
is operational-and not dead, as the intelligence community, with the
passage of time, has been more and more inclined to believe.” (Memorandum
from Rostow to Johnson, May 11; Johnson Library, National Security File,
Country File, Bolivia, Vol. IV, Memoranda, January 1966-December 1968)

Document 20 contd.
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Information submitted follows closely the format of BLOCKED OUT

(A4) After diminishing reports of guerilla activity during the
weekend of 17-21 March 1967, on 23 March a Bolivian army patrol
clashed with a guerilla group ranging in reported numbers from
50-400. This action occurred in NANCAHAUSU (1930S/6340W) area
which is located in the southern part of BOLIVIA, approximately
70 kilometers north of CAIRI (2003S/6331W). Information available
indicates that the guerilla group consists of approximately 80
percent Bolivians (total strength not over 100), the remainder
being Castroite Cubans, Peruvians, Argentineans, and Europeans.
They are a well organized force and are armed with modern weapons
and under the direction of Castroite Cubans. The Bolivian Army
established a forward command post at LAGUNILLAS (1936S/6341W)
under the command of the 4th Division. To search out the guerillas
the Bolivian Army started with 100 men from the 4th Division
stationed at LAGUNILLAS and were later backed by one company
consisting of 100 men from the CITE Regiment (US MAP supported)
which was airlifted from COCHABAMBA. One company from 8th Division
consisting of 100 men from SANTA CRUZ was airlifted to reinforce
the 4th Division and two companies consisting of approximately
160-170 men from 2d Regiment “Bolivar” at VIACHA were airlifted to
SANTA CRUS and later moved to the CAMIRI area to provide additional
strength in the combat area. The Bolivian Army has approximately
600 men involved at the present time in the search for the
guerilla band. They are being supported by the Air Force which
is providing airlift transportation, strafing and bombing, and
aerial reconnaissance of the area. The Bolivian Armed Forces have
performed well in the face of this insurgent condition, however,
lack of sufficient training, communications, field rations and
vehicular transportation has definitely hampered their operations.

(c.) Military/Political Affairs.

(C1l) Role of military in national affairs: The influence of Bolivian
military on national policy has been extensive since the coup in
November 1964. Traditionally the Bolivian military has always
been involved in political affairs and from 4 November 1964
until 6 August 1966 they actually ran the Junta Government and
effectively maintained internal security. Their prestige among
the population has been excellent. Their work with the populace
on civic action projects has gained the understanding, respect and
friendship of the people. The Armed Forces insistence on holding
early constitutional elections and returning ... the troops to
the barracks, which they did, has elevated their position in the

Document 21. Dept. of Defense Intelligence Information Report on guerilla
activity in March 1967 (March 31, 1967)

This report from Department of Defense assesses Bolivian counterinsurgency
capabilities in the face of increasing guerilla activities. It reports a clash between 50 to
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eyes of the civil populace to an all time high. The Armed Forces
have been and are very much concerned about conditions within the
country. This is the reason they revolted against the government
on 4 November 1964. They have loyally supported the Military
Junta and they selected and supported General BARRIENTOS in
his campaign for the presidency. They will continue to support
General BARRIENTOS and his new government as long as it is
honestly and successfully working for the social and economic
development of Bolivia. They are in a position as the power
behind the throne and are ready if they should ever find the
need to step back into the political arena. There have been and
there always will be small cliques within the Armed Forces, but
generally speaking, as a collective group they do not belong to,
nor support, a single political party as such. The Armed Forces
as a whole are pro-United States and anti-Communistic. Authority
of key political officers in the military is strong since it runs
from the President of the country to the Commander of the Armed
Forces who also served as President for a short while.

(C2) Instability: At the movement the present guerilla activity
has had no real detrimental effect against the Armed Forces,
however 1f they fail to control and eliminate the current
guerilla threat this situation could change. Although improperly
equipped and trained for guerilla warfare, the Armed Forces are
performing reasonably well in the current operation. As long as
the Armed Forces remain united no current opposition forces, or
any combination of forces, should be able to pose a real threat
to the security of the country.

(C3) Military Assistance: The United States is the only foreign
country providing military assistance in hardware to Bolivia.
However, Argentina has indicated that it may give Bolivia support
in arms and munitions to help in the current guerilla operation,
but they will coordinate this with the United States to eliminate
duplication. The Bolivian military receives some training in
schools in Brazil, Argentina, Peru, Uruguay, and England. Also
Argentina has a small Naval Mission in Bolivia which so far has
provided only training to the Bolivian Navy. For further details
see IR 2 808 120 66, subject: Foreign Military Assistance, dated
31 October 1966.

(C4) Collective military agreements: There are no known military
agreements between Bolivia and neighboring countries. Bolivia is
a member of the Inter-American Defense Board. In addition, it is
a signatory of the Rio ILLEGIBLE [end...]

Document 21 contd.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING
THE ACTIVATION, ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING
of the 2d RANGER BATTALION - BOLIVIAN ARMY

PREFACE: Based on an exchange of notes signed at La Paz (Annex A)
April 26, 1962. The Government of the United States of America agreed
to make available to the Government of Bolivia defense articles
and defense services for internal security, subject to the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961. Recognizing a possible threat to the internal
security of the Republic of Bolivia in the Oriente, specifically
the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 8th Division areas of responsibility, it
is agreed that a rapid reaction force of battalion size capable
of executing counterinsurgency operations in Jjungle and difficult
terrain throughout this region will be created in the vicinity of
Santa Cruz, Republic of Bolivia.

1. Terms of Cooperation.

a. The Bolivian Armed Forces agree to provide a cuartel whose environs
include, as a minimum, suitable training areas and facilities for
maneuvering of tactical units and the combat firing of all organic
weapons; additionally, buildings and shelter will be provided
to insure adequate storage, protection, and maintenance of MAP
supplied equipment.

b. The Bolivian Armed Forces agree to assign personnel to this unit
in the numbers and talents indicated at Annex. B. The reassignment
of personnel from or within this unit will be minimal, and their
period of service will be not less than two years.

c. The Bolivian Armed Forces agree to furnish initial sufficient
quantities of training ammunition to this unit out of it on-hand
stocks of MAP and non-MAP ammunition.

d. The Bolivian Armed Forces agree to maintain all U.S. supplied
equipment at the highest degrees of combat readiness. This
includes technical maintenance as well as such “soft goods” as
tires, batteries, lubricants, cleaning and preserving materials
in reasonable and adequate quantities. Verification that these
standards are met will be accomplished within the terms of
Paragraph 6 “Exchange of notes” (Annex A) for recurring inspections
made jointly by U.S.-Bolivian army representatives. Additionally
equipment status reports will be rendered by the unit commander

22. Contractual Agreement between U.S. Army and Bolivian Army entitled
Memorandum of Understanding Concerning the Activation, Organization, and
Training of the 2d Ranger Battalion-Bolivian Army (April 28, 1967)

This is one of the key documents demonstrating the U.S. deep involvement in the

L pursuit of Che. It sets forth the agreement by the United States to train and supply ~———
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to U.S. Army Section/MILGP through 4th Dept. Bolivian Army on
a bi-monthly basis.

e. For purposes of identification, the U.S. Army section-MILGP
recognizes this unit as the Second Ranger Battalion. This in no
way precludes the Bolivian Army from designating this unit by
any historical or traditional name that it might desire.

f. The U.S. Army Section-MILGP agrees to equip this unit as rapidly
as possible in accordance with the equipment list shown at Annex
D. This equipment to be provided within the terms of “Exchange
of Notes” 22 April 1962 (sic) (Annex A)

g. The U.S. Army Section-MILGP agrees to support the maintenance
of U.S-provided equipment with reasonable quantities of spare
and replacement parts, through established logistical channels
of the Bolivian Army. It is recognized that the duration of this
support will be in accordance with any future modifications of
the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act of 1961.

h. The U.S. Army Section-MILGP agrees to provide advisor effort
on a continuing basis in both technical and operational areas
within its capabilities. Additionally, it will receive requests
for special training assistance not locally available.

i. The U.S. Army Section-MILGP will initiate actions, e.g., as soon
as an adequate site has been established and personnel have been
provided.

2. Recognizing a request from the Armed Forces of Bolivia for
special training assistance during the initial organization and
training phase of this unit, there will be provided a training
team of U.S. Specialists from the 8th Special Forces, a U.S. Army
Forces, Panama, C.Z., within the following conditions:

a. The team shall consist of specialists, ranger-qualified, and
combat experienced.

b. The team will consist of 16 officers and noncommissioned officers,
commanded by an officer not less than the grade of Major. (Team
strength to be modified as needed.)

c. The mission of this team shall be to produce a rapid reaction
force capable of counterinsurgency operations and skilled to the
degree that four months of intensive training can be absorbed b
the personnel presented by the Bolivian Armed Forces.

Document 22 contd.
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. The program of training to be presented will be as shown

at Annex E.

. The members of this teamwill enjoy the same responsibilities,

rights, and privileges as afforded other U.S. Army Mission
members in Bolivia.

. The members of this team will not exercise command authority

over any member of the Bolivian Armed Forces. However,
it 1is expected that in any training situation, their
instructions will be accepted and followed in a spirit of
understanding and mutual cooperation. Any misunderstanding
arising from these training situations which cannot be
resolved by the unit commander and the team chief will be
referred to Chief USARSEC and the Army Commander.

All members of this Special Training Team are specifically
prohibited from participating in actual combat operations
either as observers or advisors iwth members of the
Bolivian Armed Forces.

All members of this Special Training Team are under the
operational control of the Chief USARSEC. Any incidents
requiring disciplinary action will be referred to Chief
USARSEC for necessary action.

Wilful disregard, in whole or in part, or these generally

stated agreements by either party will in fact nullify this
memorandum of understanding.

KENNETH T. MACEK
Colonel, GS
Chief USARSEC/MILGP [?]

DAVID LAGUENTE
Commander
Bolivian Army

ALFREDO OVANDO C
General
Commander, Armed Forces

*Annexes not provided.

Document 22 contd.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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Document 23. White House note from Walt Rostow, Special Assistant for
National Security Affairs, to President Johnson reporting Che operating in
South America (May 11, 1967)

This note on White House stationery from Rostow, the Special Assistant for National
Security Affairs to the President demonstrates that Che was being tracked at the highest
level of the U.S. government.
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Foreign Relations 1964-1968 South and Central
America, Editorial Note 164

164. Memorandum From the President’s Special Assistant (Rostow) to
President Johnson/1/

Washington, June 23, 1967

/1/Source: Johnson Library, National Security File, Country File, Bolivia,
Vol. IV, Memoranda, January 1966-December 1968. Secret; Sensitive. The
memorandum indicates President Johnson saw it.

Mr. President:
This is what is going on with guerillas in Bolivia:

Last March 24 Bolivian security forces were ambushed in a remote area of
southeastern Bolivia as they were investigating reports of a guerilla
training camp. Since then 6 other skirmishes have been fought. The
Bolivian forces have come off poorly in these engagements, losing 28 of
their men to 2 or 3 known rebels killed.

Interrogation of several deserters and prisoners, including a young
French communist - Jules Debray - closely associated with Fidel Castro
and suspected of serving as a Cuban courier, strongly suggests that the
guerillas are Cuban-sponsored, although this is hard to document. There
is some evidence that “Che” Guevara may have been with the group. Debray
reports seeing him. A highly sensitive source [less than 1 line of source
text not declassified] reports a recent statement by Brezhnev that Guevara
is in Latin America “making his revolutions”. /2/

/2/ In a June 4 cable to President Johnson, Rostow noted that “CIA
believes that ‘Che’ Guevara has been with this group.” He also indicated
that “we have put Bolivia on top of this list more because of the
fragility of the political situation and the weakness of the armed
forces than the size and effectiveness of the guerilla movement.”
(Ibid., Latin America, Vol. VI, June-September 1967) The CIA received
information, reportedly based on a document written and signed by
Che Guevara, in which the revolutionary stated that “revolt started
in Bolivia because wide-spread discontent there and disorganization
army.” [text not declassified] Central Intelligence Agency, DDo/IMS
Files, [file name not declassified]

Document 24. Foreign Relations 1964-1968 South and Central America, Editorial

note 164 describing for President Johnson the results of the interrogation of

captured French “communist” Regis Debray and others (June 23, 1967)
Rostow tells President Johnson that Che is in Bolivia, that political situation is fragile
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Estimates of the strength of the guerillas range from 50 to 60 men.
It appears that they were flushed out while still in a preliminary
training phase and before they intended to open operations. Despite
this, they have so far clearly out-classed the Bolivian security
forces. The performance of the government units has revealed a serious
lack of command coordination, officer leadership and troop training and
discipline.

Soon after the presence of guerillas had been established, we sent a
special team and some equipment to help organize another Ranger-type
Battalion. On the military side, we are helping about as fast as the
Bolivians are able to absorb our assistance. The diversion of scarce
resources to the Armed Forces could lead to budgetary problems, and
our financial assistance may be needed later this year.

The outlook is not clear. The guerillas were discovered early before
they were able to consolidate and take the offensive. The pursuit by
the government forces, while not very effective, does keep them on the
run. These are two pluses.

At their present strength the guerillas do not appear to pose an
immediate threat to Barrientos. If their forces were to be quickly
augmented and they were able to open new fronts in the near future,
as now rumored, the thin Bolivian armed forces would be hard-pressed
and the fragile political situation would be threatened. The hope is
that with our help Bolivian security capabilities will out-distance
guerilla capabilities and eventually clear them out.

State, DOD, and CIA are following developments closely. /3/ As I
mentioned, Defense is training and equipping additional forces. CIA
has increased its operations.

/3/ A June 14 memorandum prepared b the CIA focused on Cuban sponsorship
of the Bolivian guerillas and the failure of the Bolivian Government to
meet the insurgent threat. (Johnson Library, National Security File,
Intelligence File, Guerilla Problem in Latin America).

The Argentines and Brazilians are also watching this one. Argentina
is the only other country with a military mission in La Paz. Close
military ties between Argentina and Bolivia are traditional. The
Argentines have also furnished military supplies to the Bolivians.

W.W. Rostow /4/

/4/ Printed from a copy that bears this typed signature

| Document 24 contd. —
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Foreign Relations 1964-1968
South and Central America , Editorial note 165

165. Memorandum of Conversation/1/
Washington, June 29, 1967.

/1/ Source: Johnson Library, National Security File, Country FIle,
Bolivia, Vol. IV, Memoranda, January 1966-December 1968. Secret. Prepared
by Bowdler. Copies provided to Rostow and Sayre.

PARTICIPANTS
Ambassador of Bolivia
Julio Sanjines-Goytia

Mr. William G. Bowdler

At the invitation of the Bolivian Ambassador, I went to his residence
this afternoon to discuss the Bolivian situation.

Most of the one-hour conversation was a monologue by the loquacious
Ambassador describing the background to the Barrientos administration
and the present political situation. Toward the end of the conversation,
he got around to the two points he had on his mind.

The first was increased external assistance. I asked him what specifically
he had in mind. He replied that he was not thinking of budgetary support
since Bolivia had passed that stage and was proud of its accomplishment.
I then asked him what type of project assistance he had in mind. On this
he was very vague, saying that we should send a special mission from
Washington to study what additional projects might be started to further
Bolivia’s development.

The question in which he was most interested - and obviously the main
purpose for the invitation - was to ask for our help in establishing
what he called a “hunter-killer” team to ferret out guerillas. He said
this idea was not original with him, but came from friends of his in
the CIA. I asked him whether the Ranger Battalion now in training were
not sufficient. He said that what he has in mind is 50 to 60 young army
officers , with sufficient intelligence, motivation and drive, who could
be trained quickly and could be counted on to search out the guerillas
with tenacity and courage. I asked him whether such an elite group would

Document 25. Foreign Relations 1964-1968 South and Central America, Editorial
note 165, Memorandum from William G. Bowdler, staff member of National
Security Council, describing request by Bolivian ambassador for a ‘’hunter-
killer’ team to ferret out guerillas.”’ (June 29, 1967)
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not cause problems within the army and perhaps even political problems
between Barrientos and his supporters. The Ambassador said that these
problems could be minimized by rotating a fixed number of the team back
into the army at regular intervals. The rotation system would have the
added benefit of bringing a higher degree of professionalism into the
officer ranks of the army. I told him that his idea may have merit, but
needs further careful examination.

Before leaving, I told him that I had seen reports that Bolivia might be
considering declaring a state of war against Cuba. I asked him whether
he had any information to substantiate these reports. He expressed
complete surprise and strong opposition, pointing out that such action
would expose Bolivia to international ridicule. He speculated that
these reports might have been planted by Cuban exiles. He sAid that
some Cubans had approached him along this line and there may be Cuban
exiles in Bolivia ho are doing likewise with other Bolivian officials.
I told him that I also thought that this action would be a serious
mistake not only because of the light in which it would cast Bolivia,
but also because of the serious legal and practical problems which
would arise from being in a state of war with Cuba.

Upon departing, he said he appreciated having the opportunity to talk
frankly with me and expressed the desire to exchange views on his
country from time to time. I told him I would be happy to do this
whenever he thought it useful.

WGB

Document 25 contd.
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In a July 5, 1967, memorandum to Special Assistant Walt Rostow, William
Bowdler of the National Security Council Staff summarized the current
U.S. military training role in Bolivia: “DOD is helping train and equip
a new Ranger Battalion. The Bolivian absorption capacity being what
it is, additional military assistance would not now seem advisable.
[3 lines of source text not declassified]” Bowdler recommended that
“a variable of the Special Strike Force acceptable to the Country
Team be established. It might be part of the new Ranger Battalion.”
(Johnson Library, National Security File, Intelligence File, Guerilla
Problem in Latin America) The Country Team objections were transmitted
in Telegram 2291 from La Paz, May 24. The team stated that a strike
force would be viewed by the Bolivians as a “magical solution” and a
“substitute for hard work and needed reform.” (National Archives and
Records Administration, RG 59, Central Files 1967-69, POL 23 NOL)

At 4:30 p.m. on July 5 Rostow, Bowdler, and Peter Jessup met in the
Situation Room of the White House with representatives of the Department
of State including Assistant Secretary of State Covey Oliver, Deputy
Assistant Secretary Robert Sayre, and Ambassador Henderson, with
William Lang of the Department of Defense, and Desmond FitzGerald
and William Broe of the Central Intelligence Agency. The group agreed
that a special strike force as not advisable because of the Embassy’s
objections. They decided that the United States should “concentrate on
the training of the Second Ranger Battalion with the preparation of
an intelligence unit to be part of the Battalion.” They also agreed to
look into expansion of the rural police program, prepare contingency
plans to cover the possibility of the insurgency getting beyond the
control of Barrientos and the Bolivian armed forces, and suggested that
Barrientos might need $2-5 million in grant or supporting assistance
in the next 2 months to meet budgetary problems resulting from the
security situation. (Memorandum of meeting; Johnson Library, National
Security File, Latin America, Vol. VI, June 1967-September 1967) The
gist of these decisions was relayed to the President in the context of a
broader policy for counterinsurgency in Latin America; see Document 61.

U.S. efforts to support the counterinsurgency program in Bolivia against
Cuban-led guerillas followed a two-step approach. To help overcome the
deficiencies of the Bolivian Army, a l6-man military training team of
the U.S. Special Forces was sent to Bolivia to support the Bolivian

Document 26. Foreign Relations 1964-1968 South and Central America, Editorial
note 166, Memorandum from William Bowdler to Walt Rostow summarizing
current U.S. military training of Bolivian soldiers (July 5, 1967)

Document from Bowdler to Rostow summarizes current U.S. military training of
Bolivian soldiers. It indicates weaknesses in the Bolivians intelligence-collecting capability.
The CIA was formally given responsibility to plan for and provide this. CIA agents
Vilolldo and Rodriguez arrived in Bolivia on August 2, 1967 to train Bolivian Rangers in
intelligence gathering. They were also ordered to accompany these soldiers into the field
and told to “actually help in directing operations.” These assignments were approved by
Bolivian President Barrientos, U.S. Ambassador Henderson, and the head of the Bolivian
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Second Ranger Battalion in the development of anti-guerilla tactics
and techniques. The United States also provided ammunition, ratios,
and communications equipment on an emergency basis under MAP and
expedited delivery of four helicopters. (Paper by W.D. Broderick,
July 11; National Archives and Records Administration, RG 59, ARA
Files: Lot 70 D 443, POL 23-4, 1967, IRG Counter-Insurgency Subgroup)
A July 3 memorandum prepared by the CIA reads: “Although original
estimates were that the battalion would no be combat ready until
approximately December 1967, the MILGROUP now believes that this date
can be advanced to mid-September 1967.” (Central Intelligence Agency,
Job 88-01415R, DDO/IMS, [file name not declassified]

As the training of the Ranger battalion progressed, weaknesses in tis
intelligence-collecting capability emerged. The CIA was formally given
responsibility for developing a plan to provide such a capability on
July 14 (ARG/ARA/COIN Action Memo #1, July 20; National Archives and
Records Administration, RG 59, ARA Files, Lot 70 D 122, IRG/ARA/COIN
Action Memos) The planned operation was approved by the Department
of State, CINCSO, the U.S. Ambassador in La Paz, Bolivian President
Barrientos and Commander-in-Chief of the Bolivian Armed Forces Ovando.
A team of two instructors arrived in La Paz on August 2. In addition
to training the Bolivians in intelligence-collection techniques, the
instructors [text not declassified] planed to accompany the Second
Ranger battalion into the field. Although the team as assigned in
an advisory capacity, CIA “expected that they will actually help
in directing operations.” The Agency also contemplated this plan
“as a pilot program for probable duplication in other Lain American
countries faced with the problem of guerilla warfare.” (Memorandum
for the Acting Chief, Western Hemisphere Division, August 22; ibid.)

Document 26 contd.
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Document 27. Dept. of Defense Intelligence Information Report of the first
operation conducted by the Bolivian army against the guerillas (August |1,
1867)

Report from Dept. of Defense of the first operation conducted by the Bolivian army
against the guerillas code-named “Operation Cynthia.” The report observes “for the first
time, upon being fired at, they did not drop their weapons and run.” This was the result
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Document 28. Dept. of State telegram concerning interview of wounded
guerilla Jose Castillo (Paco) reporting on Debray and Tania (September 4,
1967)
Dept. of State telegram to Secretary of State concerning capture and interview of
wounded guerilla Jose Castillo (Paco) who gave information on Debray and Tania. Tania
was just killed in combat and the Bolivians were searching for her body. This document
like many others demonstrates the hands on role of the highest levels of the US.
government in eliminating Che.
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Document 29. Dept. of State telegram reporting Che taken prisoner by
Bolivian army and still alive (October 9, 1967)

Telegram from U.S. embassy to Sec. of State reporting Che was taken prisoner on
October 8, that he was reliably reported still alive with a leg wound and held by Bolivian
troops in Higueras on morning of October 9, 1967. The missing source is likely CIA
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MEMORANTUM f‘iﬂl\\
S, . o i — s
WabEINATON "
i
~ \‘jﬁ Monday, Ocicher 9, 1967 -~ 6:1¢ p.m,

My, Presgident:

Thie tentative information that the Baolivians got Che Guevars will
interest youw. Tf ie not yet confirmad. The Bolivian unit engaged is the
one we have been traihing for some time and has just entared the fleld
of action,

“l, President Barrieatos at 10:00 a,mn, v October 9, told a group of
newsmen, kut not for publication gntil further notlae, that Che Cnevara ia
dend.

2, Ma further confirmation or detafls aa yet, !

"'Eresenacis, Octaber 9, raportes capture "Che! Guevars. Guerrillas -
reported lost three dead and two sericusly wounnded and capinred, including
YChe™ in gix hour firefight on October § with unit of Zad Bangers, seven
kilometers north of Higuera. Bolivian armed forces lossas two dead and
four wounded, OGanersl Ovando reportedly proceeding to Vallegrande today
at bead of iovestigating team for purpose of identifying guerrilla dend and
¢aptored,

. "Comment: This confirms Bolivian atmed forcss conviction that "'Ched
Gusvara earlier seriously wounded or i1l and among caphured, Among dead
are beliaved to be two Cubans, "Antenic!’ and "arfure', not etherwisze
ideatified. Also captured i3 said te be Bolivian Wiy didentified as
Simon Cubal, Due to nightfall, evacuation of desd and wounded guerrillas
deferred unti! morning, October 9, Bolivian armed forces believes Rangers
have surromnded guerfilla force boxed into canyon and expect to eliminate
them zeon, !

d
WMRGSMW
DRCLASSIEIED
0. 12356, . S+

Todom? | TARA, [ute 32307
&
Document 30. White House memo from Rostow to President Johnson

reporting capture of Che Guevara (October 9, 1967)
Rostow in note to President Johnson states that Che was captured and brags that

the Bolivian unit “engaged is the one we have been training for some time.”
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Document 3 1. White House memo from Bowdler to Rostow stating that it is
not known if Guevara was among the casualties (October 10, 1967)

White House memo from Bowdler of the National Security Council to Rostow
stating that it is not known if Guevara was among the casualties. This note was sent on
October 10, a day after Che had been murdered. It was sent after Rostow, basing his
information on CIA agent Rodriguez, had reported to the President that Che was taken



142

1

WHO KILLED CHE? HOW THE CIA GOT AWAY WITH MURDER

MEMORANDURL | ° T b b4
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ngton foday 0T POMLOTrTrow.

CIA tells us Ehat the latast informatlon is that Guevira was taken

alive, Affer a short interropation to establah hin identity,

Ganeral Gvando —- Chief of the Bolivian Armed Férces -« ordered
Bim shot. I regard this as stupid, butifis understandable from'a .
Bolvizn standpeint, given the problems which the sparing; of

Frenck copmmunist and Caatro courler Regis Debray has cansed
. them. '

The dezth of Guevara carries these signifieant imnplications: -

Tt marks the peoging of ancther of the Hpgresaive, romantic
revolubonaries ke fukarne, Nkrwmmah, Ben Bellz -- and
reinfordes this trend. e

In the Latin Amsrican conbext, it will bave = stromg impast
in discouraging would-be guerrillas.

1t shows the scundness of our “preventive medigine” geaist-
ance to countries facing incipient meurgency -- it was the
Bolivian Znd Rangez B 4 :é&h'a.ined by our Green Bersts
from June-Septemban) cornered him and got him.,

We have put these points actess fo several newsnien. -

AT it

Document 32. White House memo from Rostow to President Johnson
stating that the CIA told Rostow that Guevara was taken alive and ordered
shot by the Bolivian army (October 11, 1967)

Memo from Rostow to President Johnson stating that the CIA told Rostow that
Guevara was taken alive and ordered shot by the Bolivian army. This is the official U.S.
version of Che’s murder. Rostow, calls the killing “stupid,” but then expands on the
positives of having him dead.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
Wednesday, 10:30 am
October 1[UNCLEAR], 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Death of “Che” Guevara

This morning we are about 99% sure that “Che” Guevara is dead. [I1.5
lines excised] These should arrive in Washington today or tomorrow.

CIA tells us that the latest information is that Guevara was taken alive.
After a short interrogation to establish his identity, General Ovando
—— Chief of the Bolivian Armed Forced —- ordered him shot. I regard this
as stupid, but it is understandable from a Bolivian standpoint, given
the problems which the sparing of French communist and Castro courier
Regis Debray has caused them.

The death of Guevara carries these significant implications:
-— It marks the passing of another of the aggressive, romantic
revolutionaries like Sukarno, Nkrumah, Ben Bella -- and reinforces this

trend.

—— In the Latin American context, it will have a strong impact in
discouraging would-be guerillas.

—— It shows the soundness of our “preventive medicine” assistance to
countries facing incipient insurgency -- it was the Bolivian 2nd Ranger
battalion, trained by our Green Berets from June-September of this year
that cornered him and got him.

We have put these points across to several newsmen.

Walt Rostow

Document 32 contd. Transcription of original White House memo from
Rostrow to President Johnson
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US DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Director of Intelligence and Research

TO: The Secretary
THROUGH : S/S
FROM: INR - THOMAS L. HUGHES

SUBJECT : Guevara’s Death —-—- The Meaning for Latin America

“Che” Guevara’s death was a crippling - perhaps fatal - blow to the
Bolivian guerilla movement and may prove a serious setback for Fidel
Castro’s hopes to foment violent revolution in “all or almost all” Latin
American countries. Those Communists and others who might have been
prepared to initiate Cuban-style guerilla warfare will be discouraged,
at least for a time, by the defeat of the foremost tactician of the
Cuban revolutionary strategy at the hands of one of the weakest armies
in the hemisphere. However, there is little likelihood that Castro
and his followers throughout Latin America will cease tehir efforts
to foment and support insurgency, albeit perhaps with some tactical
modifications.

The mystery of Guevara. Argentina-born Ernesto “Che” Guevara, Fidel
Castro’s right-hand man and chief lieutenant in the Sierra Maestra,
author of a book on guerilla tactics, one-time president of Cuba’s
National Bank under Castro and later Minister of Industries, mysteriously
disappeared in March 1965. Rumor said that he was ill, or that he has
been put to death by Castro, or that he was in the Dominican Republic
during its civil war or in Vietnam or in the Congo. In October 1965,
Castro finally announced that Guevara had renounced his Cuban citizenship
and set of to devote his services to the revolutionary cause in other
lands. Rumors as to his whereabouts continued, but until recently there
was no substantial evidence to prove even that he was alive.

Guevarismo makes a strong comeback. The March 1965 disappearance of
Guevara occurred during a period when Fidel Castro was toning down his
emphasis on violent revolution and trying to compose his differences
with the traditional pro-Soviet communist parties in Latin America.
But it was not long before Castro again began to favor openly the
independent revolutionary theory which he and Guevara had developed
based on their view of the Cuban revolution. Since the Tricontinental
Conference in Havana in January 1966, Castro has advocated with
increasing stridency the thesis which is set forth most clearly in the
book entitled Revolution Within the Revolution by Castro’s principal

Document 33. Dept.of State Intelligence Note, Guevara’s Death-The Meaning
for Latin America (October 12, 1967)

Dept. of State Intelligence Note, Guevara’s Death-The Meaning for Latin America proves
the importance to the United States of having Che dead. It opens by stating that Che
Guevara’s death “was a crippling—perhaps fatal—to the Bolivian guerilla movement and
may prove a serious setback for Fidel Castro’s hopes to foment violent revolution.”
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theoretical apologist, French Marxist intellectual Jules Regis Debray
(now on trial in Bolivia). Disgusted with the “peaceful path-to-
power” arguments of the Latin American old-line communist parties -
especially the Venezuelan CP - and their Soviet supporters, Fidel and
Debray have asserted that Latin America is ripe for insurgency now and
have specified that the rural guerilla movement rather than any urban-
based communist party or other group must be the focal point and the
headquarters of the insurgency. They have declared that action must
take precedence over ideology and that the guerilla movement -- as
the nucleus of a Marxist-Leninist Party - will create the objective
conditions for its ultimate success and attract the local peasantry.

On April 17 this year Cuban media gave great play to an article
supposedly written by Guevara reiterating the Castro-Guevarist-Debray
thesis. Two days later Fidel praised the article and eulogized Guevara,
eliminating any lingering impression that the romantic “Che” had been
removed from the Cuban pantheon.

LASO Conference highlights disagreement of orthodox communists. The
first Latin American Solidarity Organization meeting in Havana this
summer served to underscore disagreement with the Castro thesis by the
old-line communist parties.

They argue that conditions for violent revolution exist only in very
few Latin American countries at present and that the local communist
parties — not Cubans or other foreigners - should be the only ones to
determine in accordance with traditional Marxist theory what tactics
are called for. Despite an outward show of harmony among the delegates,
the LASO conference, of which Guevara was named honorary president in
absentia, widened the breach between the pro-Moscow communists and
those who want revolution now.

Bolivia: testing ground for the theory? The guerilla insurgency in
Bolivia which came to light in March 1967 rekindled international
interest in Latin American insurgencies and especially in the movements
then underway in Latin America. The Guatemalan guerillas seemed to be
on the ropes; guerilla forces in Venezuela and Colombia were making
no headway. The new Bolivian insurgency, on the other hand, seemed to
be the most promising. In an effort to maintain unity with Castro and
within the Latin American extreme left, even traditional communist
parties agreed to endorse the Bolivian guerillas. Interest was further
heightened when in April Debray himself was captured by the Bolivian
armed forces and he indicated hat Che Guevara had organized and was
leading the guerillas.

Initial battles between the guerillas and the Bolivian army last March
and April proved almost disastrous to the poorly trained, ill-equipped

Document 33 contd.
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troops who suffered heavy losses in every encounter. The failure of
the army to deal effectively with a handful of insurrectionists shook
the entire Bolivian government and led to desperate appeals for U.S.
assistance. Neighboring counties began to consider what action might
be required by them. But the guerillas proved neither invincible nor
infallible. By July, aided by testimony from Debray and other captives
who were members of the guerilla force or had contact with it, as well
as by peasants who demonstrated more loyalty to the armed forces than
to the guerillas despite the latters’ efforts to woo them, Bolivian
army units were able to inflict some damage on the guerillas albeit
with fairly heavy casualties. In late August, a significant victory
took place when the guerilla rear guard was wiped out in a well-
executed ambush. Still, a successful encounter with the main body
of the guerilla force did not occur until October 8, when the army
recouped is reputation by the action which resulted in the death of
Guevara.

Effects in Bolivia. Guevara’s death is a feather in the cap of Bolivian
President Rene Barrientos. It may signal the end of the guerilla
movement as a threat to stability. If so, the Bolivian military, which
is a major element of Barrientos’ support, will enjoy a sense of self-
confidence and strength that it has long lacked. However, victory could
also stir political ambitions among army officers who were directly
involved in the anti-guerilla campaign and who may now see themselves
as the saviors of the republic.

Castro’s reaction: public rededication and private reassessment.
Cuban domestic media have thus far limited their reporting on
Guevara’s death to mentioning “insistent statements” to this effect
in the international press which Cuban authorities can neither confirm
nor deny. However, the broad outlines of Havana’s public position
are generally predictable. Guevara will be eulogized as the model
revolutionary who met a heroic death. His exemplary conduct will
be contrasted to the do-nothing, cowardly theorizing of the old-
line communist parties and other “pseudo-revolutionaries” in Latin
America and elsewhere. The Castro-Guevara-Debray thesis will be
upheld as still valid and the protracted nature of the struggle will
be emphasized. Blame for Guevara’s death will be attributed to the
usual villains - US imperialism, the Green Berets. the CIA - with
only passing contemptuous references to the Bolivian “lackeys”. A
call will no doubt be made for new “Che’s” to pick up the banner of
the fallen leader and optimistic predictions will be make as to the
inevitability of the final triumph.

In private, however, Castro and his associates will have to reappraise
the prospects for exported revolution. Castro might up his commitment

Document 33 contd.
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of Cuban men and resources to foreign insurgency in order to demonstrate
that the death of one combatant, even the illustrious “Che” - makes
little difference to the eventual success of guerilla struggle in the
hemisphere. Such response would fit with Casto’s characteristic refusal
to accept failure in a major undertaking. Or he might curtail Cuba’s
efforts to foster insurgency abroad, pending further assessment and
stocktaking o n the prospects for potential and existing insurgencies.
Or, on analyzing the Guevara effort in Bolivia, he might adopt some
new tactical approaches for guerilla movements. On balance, it seems
most likely that he will continue to commit about the same level of
resources as at present to promoting revolutionaries while utilizing
the memory of the “martyred” Guevara and perhaps some tactical changes
in approach.

Probable Latin American reaction to Guevara’s death. News of Guevara'’s
death will relieve most non-leftist Latin Americans who feared that
sooner or later he might foment insurgencies in their countries. The
demise of the most glamorous and reputedly effective revolutionary
may even cause some Latin Americans to downgrade the seriousness of
insurgency and the social factors which breed it. On the other hand,
communists of whatever stripe and other leftists are likely to eulogize
the revolutionary martyr — especially for his contribution to the Cuban
revolution - and to maintain that revolutions will continue until their
causes are eradicated.

If the Bolivian guerilla movement is soon eliminated as a serious
subversive threat, the death of Guevara will have even more important
repercussions among Latin American communists. The dominant peaceful
line groups, who were either in total disagreement with Castro or
paid only lip-service to the guerilla struggle, will be able to argue
with more authority against the Castro-Guevara-Debray thesis. They
can point out that even a movement led by the foremost revolutionary
tactician, in a country which apparently provided conditions suitable
for revolution, had failed. While these parties are unlikely to entirely
denigrate Che’s importance and abilities, they will be able to accuse
the Cubans of adventurism and point out that the presence of so many
Cubans and other foreigners among the leaders of the Bolivian guerillas
tended to alienate the peasants upon whose support they ultimately
depended. They will not be able to argue that any insurgency must be
indigenous and that only local parties know when local conditions are
ripe for revolution. Castro certainly will not be able to disassociate
himself from Guevara’s Bolivian efforts and will be subject to “we told
you so” criticism from the old-line parties. Although leftist groups
which may have marginally accepted the Cuban theory probably will
reevaluate their policies. Castro’s spell on the more youthful leftist
elements win the hemisphere will not be broken.

Document 33 contd.
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Document 34. White House memo from Rostow to Johnson stating ‘“Guevara

is dead” (October 13, 1967)
White House memo from Rostow to Johnson stating that “Guevara is dead.”

Although several sentences are deleted, the conclusion is likely based on an examination

of the fingerprints from Che’s severed hands.
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172. Memorandum From Director of Central
Intelligence Helms/1/

Washington, October 13, 1967

/1/ Source: Johnson Library, National Security File, Country File,
Bolivia, Vol. IV, Memoranda, January 1966-December 1968. Secret.
Copies of this memorandum in CIA files indicate that it was drafted
by Broe and [name not declassified] in the Western Hemisphere Division
and approved by Karamessines. (Central Intelligence Agency, DDO/IMS,
Operational Group, Job 78-06423A, U.S. Government-President)

Memorandum For

The Secretary of State

The Secretary of Defense

Mr. Walt W. Rostow

Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs

SUJECT
Statements by Ernesto “Che” Guevara Prior to His Execution in Bolivia

1. Further details have now been obtained from [less than 1 line of
source text not declassified] who was on the scene in the small village
of Higueras where Ernesto “Che” Guevara was taken after his capture
on 8 October 1967 b the Bolivian Army’s Second Ranger Battalion./2/

/2/ A full account of the capture and death of Che Guevara is in the
CIA Intelligence Information Cable [telegram number not declassified]

2. [less than 1 line of source text not declassified] attempted to
interrogate Guevara on 9 October 1967 as soon as he got access to him
at around 7 a.m. At that time “Che” Guevara was sitting on the floor in
the corner of a small, dark schoolroom, in Higueras. He had his hands
over his face. His wrists and feet were tied. In front of him on the
floor lay the corpses of two Cuban guerillas. Guevara had a flesh wound
in his leg, which was bandaged.

3. Guevara refused to be interrogated but permitted himself to be
drawn into a conversation with [less than 1 line of source text not
declassified] during which he made the following comments:

Document 35. Foreign Relations 1964-1968 South and Central America,
Editorial note 172, Memorandum from Director of Central Intelligence Helms
to Secretaries of State, Defense and Rostow giving details of the ‘“capture and
death of Che Guevara” (October 13, 1967)

This was almost surely based on information from CIA agent Felix Rodriguez, and
gives the version of the murder that blames the Bolivians and exonerates the United
States.
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Cuban economic situation: Hunger in Cuba is the result of
pressure by United States imperialism. Now Cuba has become
self-sufficient in meat production and has almost reached the
point where it will begin to export meat. Cuba is the only
economically self-sufficient country in the Socialist world.

Camilo CIenfuegos: For many years the story has circulated that
Fidel Castro Ruz had Cienfuegos, one of his foremost deputies,
killed because his personal popularity presented a danger to
Castro. Actually the death of Cienfuegos was an accident.
Cienfuegos had been in Oriente Province when he received a call
to attend a general staff meeting in Havana. He left by plane
and the theory was that the plane became lost in low-ceiling
flying conditions, consumed all of its fuel, and crashed in the
ocean, and no trace of him was ever found. Castro had loved
Cienfuegos more than any of his lieutenants.

Fidel Castro Ruiz: Castro had not been a Communist prior to the
success of the Cuban Revolution. Castro’s own statements on the
subject are correct.

The Congo: American imperialism had not been the reason for his
failure there but, rather, the Belgian mercenaries. He denied
ever having several thousand troops in the Congo, as sometimes
reported, but admitted having had “quite a few”.

Treatment of Guerilla Prisoners in Cuba: During the course of
the Cuban Revolution and its aftermath, there had been only
about 1,500 individuals killed, exclusive of armed encounters
such as the Bay of Pigs. The Cuban Government, of course,
executed all guerilla leaders who invaded its territory... (He
stopped then with a quizzical look on his face and smiled as he
recognized his own position on Bolivian soil.)

Future of Guerilla Movement in Bolivia: With his capture,
the guerilla movement had suffered an overwhelming setback
in Bolivia, but he predicted a resurgence in the future. He
insisted that his ideals would win in the end even though he
was disappointed at the lack of response from the Bolivian
campesinos. The guerilla movement had failed partially because of
Bolivian Government propaganda which claimed that the guerillas
represented a foreign invasion of Bolivian soil. In spite of
the lack of popular response from the Bolivian campesinos, he
had not planned on exfiltration route from Bolivia in case of
failure. He had definitely decided to either fall or win in this
effort.

Document 35 contd.
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4. According to [less than one line of source text not declassified]
when Guevara, Simon Cuba, and Aniceto Reynaga Godillo were captured on
8 October, the Bolivian Armed Forces Headquarters ordered that they be
kept alive for a time. A telegraphic code was arranged between La Paz
and Higueras with the numbers 500 representing Guevara, 600 meaning
the phrase “keep alive” and 700 representing “execute”. During the
course of the discussion with Guevara, Simon Cuba and Aniceto Reynaga
were detained in the next room of the schoolhouse. At one stage, a
burst of shots was heard and [less than 1 line of source text not
declassified] learned later that Simon Cuba had been executed. A little
later a single shot was heard and it was learned afterward that Aniceto
Reynaga had been killed. When the order came at 11:50 from La Paz to
kill Guevara, the execution was delayed as long as possible. However,
when the local commander was advised that a helicopter would arrive
to recover the bodies at approximately 1:30 p.m., Guevara was executed
with a burst of shots at 1:15 p.m. Guevara’s last words were, “Tell my
wife to remarry and tell Fidel Castro that the Revolution will again
rise in the Americas.” To his executioner he said, “Remember, you are
killing a man.”/3/

/3/ The |[text not declassified] on site, reporting on Guevara’s
execution, indicated that “it was impossible keep him alive.” [telegram

number not declassified] October 10; ibid., [file name not declassified]

5. At no time during the period he was under [less than 1 line of source
text not declassified] observation did Guevara lose his composure.

Dick/4/

/4/ Printed from a copy that indicates Helms signed the original.
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CIA
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CABLE

17 October 1967

SUBJECT :
1. Background of Soviet Premier Aleksey Kosygin’s visit to Havana
2. Content of discussions between Kosygin and Cuban Premier Fidel Castro

October 1967
SOURCE : BLOCKED

(SUMMARY: [BLOCKED] In late 1966 [BLOCKED] Brezhnev strongly criticized
the dispatch of Ernesto “Che” Guevara to Bolivia and Castro’s policy
with respect to the support of revolutionary activity in Latin America.
During Kosygin’s visit Castro explained the basis of his revolutionary
policy. Cuba evaluated the Kosygin visit as productive, although it was
clear that divergent views continued to exist regarding revolutionary
activity in Latin America. End summary) .

1. [BLOCKED] In the fall of 1966 Castro [BLOCKED] informed Brezhnev that
Ernesto “Che” Guevara, with men and material furnished by Cuba, had
gone to Bolivia to mount a revolution within that country. [BLOCKED] In
June 1967, Brezhnev, in response to a question about Guevara, [one word
BLOCKED] replied that he (Guevara) was there in Latin America “Making
his revolutions.” [BLOCKED] Brezhnev expressed his disappointment
at the failure of Castro to give the Soviet Union advance notice
concerning the dispatch of Guevara, and in strong terms criticized the
decision of Castro to undertake guerilla activities in Bolivia or other
Latin American countries. Brezhnev stated that such activities were
harmful to the true interests of the communist cause and inquired as to
“what right” Castro had to foment revolution in Latin America without
appropriate coordination with the other “socialist” countries.

2. [BLOCKED] It appears that Castro was irritated at [BLOCKED] Brezhnev
[BLOCKED] the Soviets decided that a visit to Cuba by one of the Soviet
leaders was advisable. Plans for the visit had been completed before
the Middle East crisis erupted in the spring of 1967. Subsequently, when
it was decided that Premier Kosygin would visit the United States to
address the United Nations General Assembly concerning the Middle East
crisis, it was agreed that Kosygin would return to Moscow via Havana.

3. The primary purpose of Kosygin’s trip to Havana 26-30 June 1967
as to inform Castro concerning the Middle East crisis, notably to
explain Soviet policy regarding the crisis. A secondary but important
reason for the trip was to discuss with Castro the subject of Cuban

Document 36. CIA Intelligence Information Cable expressing Soviet Premier
Brezhnev’s criticism of Che and Fidel’s response (October 17, 1967)

CIA Intelligence Information Cable. Fidel responds to Soviet criticism of Che’s guerilla
activities by stating that Che had gone to Bolivia as was his right as a “Latin American to
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revolutionary activity in Latin America. [BLOCKED] Kosygin repeated
the Soviet view that Castro was harming the communist cause through
his sponsorship of guerilla activity in Latin America and through
providing support to various anti-government groups, which although
they claimed to be “socialist” or communist, were engaged in disputes
with the “legitimate” Latin American communist parties i.e., those
favored by the USSR. Kosygin said that the internecine struggles among
the various left revolutionary groups were playing into the hands of
the imperialists and were weakening and diverting the efforts of the
“socialist world” to “liberate” Latin America.

4. In replying to Kosygin Castro [BLOCKED] stated that “Che” Guevara had
gone to Bolivia in accordance wit the same “right” as that under which
Guevara had come to Cuba to aid Castro in the revolutionary struggle
against Batista: The “right” of every Latin American to contribute to
the liberation of his country and the entire continent of Latin America.
Castro then said that he wished to explain the revolutionary tradition
in Latin America, and went on to describe the feats of the leading Latin
American “liberators,” notably Bolivar and San Martin.

5. Castro added that Cuba did not agree with the Soviet approach
to “wars of national liberation” in Latin America. He accused the
USSR of having turned its back upon its own revolutionary tradition
and of having moved to a point where it would refuse to support any
revolutionary movement unless the actions of the latter contributed to
the achievement of Soviet objectives, as contrasted to international
communist objectives. Castro said that in recent years the Soviet
Union had not honored the principle aim of true communism, i.e., the
liberation of mankind throughout the world. Castro concluded by stating
that regardless of the attitudes of the Soviet Union, Cuba would support
any revolutionary movement which it considered as contributing to the
achievement of this objective.

6. Despite the open disagreement concerning revolutionary action, the
discussions with Kosygin concerning economic and military aid from
the Soviet Union to Cuba were held in an amicable atmosphere. The
Soviets indicated that they were willing to continue to supply Cuba
with considerable amounts of economic aid and that they military aid
programs, especially those concerned with the modernization of the
Cuban armed forces, would be continued.

7. After Kosygin’s departure the Cuban leadership assessed the visit
as having been a useful one. The Cuban leaders judged that they had
clearly explained the Cuban revolutionary attitude to the Soviets, but
that there had been no serious deterioration of relations between the
two nations. The Cubans were especially pleased to see that although
major disagreements existed in the political sector, relations in the
economic and military sectors had remained on a friendly and productive
basis.

Document 36 contd.
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FROM  : Amembassy LA PAZ PATE:October 1§, 1967

SUBMECT:  Offdclal Confirmstion of Death of Che Guevara
REF

i~ i
BEGIN THCLASSIFIED: ©n October 16 !
the Bulivian Armed Forces Pﬂn“ﬂd’t}lgé Slﬂﬂiﬁé'humcwmﬁ:e“
together with thres aonexes, on the death of Che Guevaras

Tl. In acourdance with information provided for national

international opinion, based on deocuments relemgsed by the R
HMilitary High Commend on Qctober & and subsequently, consern-
diog the combat that took place &t La Higuera betwman nnite of
the Armed Forces and the red group commanded by Ernesto "Che®

ara, as & result of which he, aming ofh i
the following is established: = RN AR R Ay

a)  Ernesto Guavara fell inte the hands of our Lroops
gravely woundsd and in full uee of his. mencal fa.eultieg. After
the combat ended, he was tranaferred to the town of La Hipmers
more or lese at E P.O: &R Bunday, Oetpber B, where he disd as .
a result of hie wounds, His body was trans{'erreé to the city

of Vallegrende at 4 p.m H
r the Bt m.;;:n onday; ﬂ?tabqr 9, in & hel{copter

b] Two medicsl doctors, Dr, Moimes .hbrahm-; t:
" . ist
Br. Jose Mzria Caze, diréc;'.ot‘ and intern requbct;sely i’azge

i

Enc.losures:§? ’
1. Annex 1 (Death Certificste)
2, Annex 2 {Autopey Report)
3+ Annex 3 (Argentine Pglice Report)
L 4. Communigue of Argentins Embasay
5. Spanish toxts of abave {elippings -~
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Document 37. Dept. of State Airgram, Official Confirmation of Death of Che
Guevara (October 18, 1967)

Dept. of State Airgram, Official Confirmation of Death of Che Guevara from U.S.

embassy in La Paz confirming Che’s death, attaching his death certificate, autopsy report,
Argentine police report, Communiqué of Argentine embassy and various reports.
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Knights of Malta hnapit_ni: Cortified the death (Annex No. 1) ang
recorded the autopsy ordered by the military authorities af
Yellecrande (Annex Ko, 23, ;

e)] With regard to the identification oFf the decsased and the
authentication of the diary that belonged to him, the govarnment
requested the cooperation of Argentine technical erganizations,
which sent three experts, one handwriting spegialist and two
fingerprint specialists, who verified the identity of the renains
and certified that the handwriting of the campaign diary; captured
'b{ our troops, coincides with that of Ernsste Goevera (Annex No,

3 .

d) The campaign diary and the bgok of dostrine {libro de
Mnacignesg are documents that wontain an account of activi-
ties, from the date of hie entry (into the guerriila area) until
October 7, and (justify) the judpments that this chief of subvep~
sion, the pembers of the puerriila bands, and the people, both in
this country and abroad, whoe collaborated with them, deserved.

As 2 consequence, they are documents exclusively For the use of
the military.

Z. By thie means the Military High Command considers complete
8ll information relsting to the death of Che Guevars. La Paz,
Getober 16, L967." END UNCLASSYFIED,

BEGIN CLASSIFIED, ngg%;_; The peports provide further Hocumen-
tary proof that the guerrilla chiaftain, whe was reportedly

Tatally injured in battle against the Balivian Armed Forces on
Detober 8, was indeed Ermesto Che Guevara, fThe docnaents do 1little,
however, to resplve public speculation on the tisins and manner

of death, Tt will be widely noted that neither the death certdi-
ficate nor the autopay report state a time of death {the examining
physiciane are said to have told journalists that Guevara died

& few hours befors their examination late in tha afternoon of
Octoher 4. Moreover, the comounique alss lesves unsaid the time
of death, indiceting simply that it ccourped sopetime between

5 p.m. Dotober 8, and the transfer of the bedy to Vallegrande at

4 p.a. the follewing afterason, This would appear to be an

attempt to bridge the difference betwesn w geries of sarlier diverpw
gent statements from Armed Forces sources, ranging from assertions
that he diad during or shortly after battle to those suggegting

he survived at least twenty-fopr hours. Soms <arly reports last
waek also indlcated that Guevara wag “eaptured with minor injuries
whila Igter statements, inclading the attached Autopsy report,
affirm thet he wuffered maltiple and maricos bullet wounds: =~

"LY oY

Document 37 contd.
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We doubt that the cemmunigue will Batisfactorily snswer these
gquestions and are inclined to agree with the comment by Prasencia
columnist Politiens that these discrepancies, now that the identity
of the body 1s generally accepted, are Ygolng to be tha new foeus

of polemies in the coming daye, especially abroad,” EHD CLASST-
FIED.

A
e
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Annex No, 1 “ Death Certificata

The death certificate aigned Oethber 10, 1967, by Drs. Hoises
ABRAMAM Baptists and Jose MARTINEZ Cage, Hospital Knighte of
Mglta, Vallegrande, Bolivia, indicates that en Ootober o at

5:30 p.m., there arrived DIA an individual who ailitary authordi-
ties sa8id wae Ernesto GUEVARA Lynch, pproximately 40 yeape of
age, the cayse of degth belng multiple bullet wounds din the
thorax and extrexities, Praservitirva was applied to the body.

“Annmex Ho. 2 - Autopsy Repors

The autopsy report signed Octobep 10, 19467 5y Drs, ABRAHAM

P Baptista and MARTINEZ Cazo, indicates that the body recognized

: ' 48 that of Erneste Guavarg Was 40 years of age, white race,

. approximately 1,73 metess ip height . Browm curly hair, heavy

. curly beard and mugtache, heavy nayuf\mm, Straleht nose, thin

: lipe, mouth open, teeth in good order with olcotine staing,
lower left pre-molap floating, light bilge oyes, pegular physique,
scar slong slmest whale 1eft side of back. 4 goneral exaginstion
showed the following wounds:

. Builet wound in left clavioulsr region egreasing thropgh
shoulder blpde,

2. Bullet wm.nﬂ in right slavienlpr reégion fracturing 8apme,
without egress,

3. Pullet wound fx right side, without égrags,
4y . Iwo bullet wounds 1m laft =mide, wdeh #grens through back,

5. Bullei wound in laft pectoral between ot and 10th ribs,
with egress on left side,

6. Bullet wound in lower third part of Fight thigh,
7. Buliet wound in Iower thivd part of lefs thigh in seton.
8. Bullet wound in lower right forears with fractused ulva,

The thorax cavity when of::?iidl.th that the firgt wound dightly
1 T

dnjured the apex of the

TATEA/CRCIMR
ALASE () DECLASGY
Ko™ DR e
BEY  ODEETE -
G g [J SN EEn T
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The sacond injured the enh-claviec vegsel, the bullet lodging
iteelf in the second vertebrsa.

The third transversed the right lung lodging iteelf in the oth -

" wib,

The left lung was allghtly damaged by bullet no., 4.
Wound ne. 5 transversed the left lung in a tangential trajectery.

Thorax cavities, npcéh!ly the right, presented sbundant blosd
collectien,

The opnnéd sbdomen showed no traumatic Igaien, only expansion
due to gasas and cltric liguidg,

The cause of death was the thorax wounds and gonseguent hesorrhag-
ing.

Annex No, 3 - frgentine Foliews Report

On Saturday, Ootober 14, 1967, three officiale of the Argentine
Pederal Police (Investigetions), one a handwriting expert and
the other two Fingerprint experts, st the dequest of the Bolivian
Government, visited Bolivian military headquarters in La Paz to
collabarste in a matter of identification, They were ghown a
metsl container in which were twe amputated hends in a ldiguid
solution, apparentiy formaidehwdo,

examinstion, %

The experts then sompared the £ prints with the copy of the
prints made from Ouevara's Argentine ddentity record Mo, 3.524.272,
establishing beyond doubt that both ﬂrima ware from the same
peraon. Also checked were prints ta an from Guoevara at Vallegrande
en October 9, with the same rasult,

The handwriting expert then examined two notebocke in good cendi-
tion. The title page of one pread PL9G6TY gnd itE reverse %lgrl

VHCLASSTPIED

Document 37 contd.
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Klippsl - Kaissrstrasca 75 - Frankfurt .M and "Harstellung
Bajer & Schoslder - Nellbreum ALN.'  Thim beok shows hand-
writing beginning under the date of Jacuary 1, 1967 and contin-:
uing until Octeber 7, 1967, Conzldaring the period of the
writing, the writing itsel?, aod the Yalguatuires,® the expert
awms they were suitable For fopmal extrinaie mnd intrinsfc
compardsons in the handwriting identification svstem, The
axpert also examined gtatistically the handwriting charactep-
istice of the notebook enscribed NElba 66509" containing 44
peges of handwriting, There was suffisient regularity of
characteristicg to det 3 ﬁ a:t they were the same as those
reproduased h%ﬁﬁ:w Beord, Copies of the material wiil
be forwarded to the Argsntine FPolice for further stady,

Signed by Esteban Belzhauwaer pad Juan Carlcs Delgado,

Epclosurs No. 4

COMMUNIOUE OF THE ARGENTINE EMBASSY AT LA FAZ

: Ihe technical commimsion detailed by the Argentine Goveny -
sent at ths request of the Bolivian Government to prove tha
identity of the remaine of Ernesto Guevars has proceadad to meke
8 comparison of the items that wers provided by the Commander in
Chiaf of the Armed Forces with thosme thot were in the hands of
Argentine poiice suthorities. From ths Fingerpriot and hand-
writing skill practiced by thae techuiciana, in accoprdance with
seientific precodures ourrantly in ues, 1t deveiops that the
items compared correspond in am irrefutsble manner to Ernesto
m;‘“ﬂ thareby agreeing with the report issued by the Bolivien
authorites,

La Paz, Qctober 16, 1967,

UNCLASSTIFIED

Document 37 contd.
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Document 38. Dept. of Defense Intelligence Information Report debriefing
key Bolivian troops involved in capture and murder of Che (November 9, 1967)

Dept. of Defense Intelligence Information Report setting forth debriefing from
October 29-31, 1967 of the key Bolivian troops involved in capture and murder of Che.
It purports to be an early explanation of “the important conflicts of the Valle Grande
and Higueras operational areas.” It also gives one version of Che’s last requests and his
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Az all of these noles were $aken without the aid of a diary or aveiladlno megps,
it fa expected Lhab certein doscrepaneise will arise in repards to et fdses
and locabions, This history te deaigned as only an o rly orisabslicn boward

the dmportant confifets of thu Valle Grande and Mguersd oporational FPHET

~NO-FCLCIOH DISSSH?
FIDENTIAL —
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Durdng the peried 29 Coleser te 31 mm:-ur,'_ of Wl Coapany,

B encer s N o W rintoon, J Voernry, NN o< M Fstoon,

M Companyfi and one wmnaned of ficer offflf Conpany commented on differeat nspecte
of the activitlies of the Ranger Bn during the pariod 26 September to 14 October,
The follewlng 12 & ompilat.ism af thair renaris. m-nrt_ﬂjmﬂ_w‘ ol El%és&xt LT
B T TR

. ocopiing thet portion dealing with the demise u.f-lChe Cuevara,’

Resulting from inforsation received after the battle at Hicusres on the

2ith of September(vhers Coco Paredo wam killed), the Haunger Bn was given the
mlesion of setting up & screening force slong the river San Aotonio te prevent
exfiltretion of the G force from the area of operations. The Bn left Espsra;nm

at 1600 on the 26th and arrived st Pucava at 1100 hrs on the 27th. Prom Picara,
m. and Company [ procesded to Valle Grande whils caqﬁny.am one section
of mortars(2) soved to Chaflaral by way of Cuifial end San Antorio. [uring Lhe
movenent ta Chafiaral, [ recetved fnformation that there wao G sctivity
sround the town of San Aotonie. Company} minus the morter sectien, moved from
the town into the Suetreda{rovins) San Antemie, During the approach, the cospany
obzorved through binoculsr one G ewtting through the orush. They assumed Lhat
this mn wea acting as point for a larsger force, snd deployed to form an ambush.
At this tims, one mortar was brought up to sopport Lhe ¢pﬁrat-i¢ne_
rdstoons formed an L chaped smbush Lo scl ag Lhe nlécki.ru_ ferve ﬂlﬂl&- pletocn
inivtated preuit, ] Fretoon meves v the wnnorads tovard the blockiye Zorce and
drove the 0 into the ares of I;-he- rlatoon, whore he as ciplored.(see disgras 2}

The G wad known se ®Cambs’, and a peared Lo be in poor health and ws poorly olothed,

~CONFIDENTIALNO FOREIGH BISSEM

Document 38 contd.
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He skated thol he hod boen seperated from Lhe regt of the force xince the Lattle
at la Ei,;gma, amd was traveling in this eres in hopes of contacling Ramon{Che
Cuevara),

The capbure of "Ganba® had sn iemediale moral effect on the Lroops. FProvieusly
they bad thought of the Oz ma very strong snd clever, bul after sseing "Oembe without
shoes and sulfering fron milnutrition, they gedned confidence in their asility to
destray the G band, The soldiers begau bo Joke snd de ride “Gana® sseing hin vy he
hadn't stayed ot home., "Gamug® appirently wis very contrite, and this also opurked
confidence and coursge zmong the troops,

The company moved en Lo Charficl, where they rested for the remuinter of ihe day.

o the 28th, SN wosen sending out gatrols and intelldpence Leams, dressed

in Civil'ian clothes, One team brought back information that a house pearoy had been

& mm’.b_.‘:,e refuge for one or two Os, This was not Tully investigated uatil the

Gempary =eceived word that "l.':u-uu" had beon captured by Cm‘m 1 aupuat, fter
thay hed @0 ed south feon Valle Crande. Gomperny I sert vord to NN v+t

“leon® wis supposed Lo h ve stayed at & house in Charfiol rma- & fow days. The fotell,
team efursid to the house, and after a thorouph search, disseversd & cortdne and sevars
hundred rounds of ammninion. né Charfiol 1s one of the only lording sites fer the

te Grande in Lhe ares, 1t appsared that the G foree Bad Seon planmdng te move

threugh Lhis area an exfiltraie; lowsver, the arrival of the ¥, in Lthis repion, plug
the additheml suiport of Cozpary [N == cre covrmny of N =t thanfal ,

protably ¢ u.ed bie € leaders Lo attemsl anothsr ¥ farther sest, This, or bhe exnres
asthariic froid ms of Guevora, caused the 6§ force Lo move Lo higheae prownd in Lhe

la Hljweras area,

on 2 eteer, I ;-]ﬁi.wn,_.. platdon, sid ane Sortor seotion of Gemgany Bcejarted

Document 38 contd.
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= ~—§0-FORLIGH BISSEM
L7 Go in tho Cuctomda de Gurrs. fs d.'ld wol have mortarn, he commmicated o

TN 1 Lot crmatton wnt ssked for oupport, RN e the [l Patoon

nwEhﬂrﬂmtuiﬂ.gumatonuppcrtI&Ihm._

The combined units of Coupary W and the supporting wmits fros company [l soved
inte the area of the fucbrada Churro umdng two squads of Conpony il as & Slocking fores
& few EMs north of the smll Guotrads Gadno, T =t v b oortor sectin
cest of the uebrads Crrv, with i Platoon of Wesmpmny to his resr o sugport,
urdder the command o:_. W 2:toon of Jlf company under the comsand =
suterod the mummtmmm%mmotmmuw.
MY toiitiated the puautt and begen driving the § force souh while NN
I roctors shellod the ravine, At this pednt & machine gun was brought op to also
cover the ravine and bald the loft flamk n\!‘_umisr saction and supporting
troops.(sea dlagram 3) fe the il Platoon of ] compary pushed south they come undap
rl.rem.h-tsmm.nmw N <ien ordorol WM to move
dosm the smsll custrado mmmmtatmmmufthucmmam. The
- Flatoca of W compony carcied ot this order angd after finding nothing, wae
ordered to anter the Quatrada Charro and begfn puredt in the divecting T =)
Aatooc. NN Scmedtotely an-cumtersd a froup of 6 to & Ge and opened Tire. it
bids polot they killed "Antenio” and “Ortare™, Lwo Cubans, _ oot cne
seldier here and reseived ancther weunded, Apmregtly this soticn Biroke up the
sank s Rason(Cusvare) and MWLLLY" tried to bresk put in the dvection of the
mortar secticn, They wore sight d by the mschine Ean erew which took bhesn under
Hre. “Reson(Cusvara) :sa ME In the lowes Glf and v helped by "w11¥" Lownsd the
Jmabrada Tuscel, wheos apprrestly they rested for & fow idrtes. - ‘rm;\-'._'um: vl
narth, ol cectly o tront of [N v ordorsd several soldtars to Shase the.

_wc*re the firat Bildvians ta lay thands on Dusvars,

s 2 i e {Curvmra) wers Later trnnaported ek to La H:g;ue:'ws i.'it}.-

Document 38 contd.
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I 2o the choments of [ and | Conpanies. The Ioliviaws 4d not sesadn ia
poaition after nightfoll., PFrom 1900 hrs uniil D40 hre on the Gih, thers were
no shendflcant Belivian treops in the area of the fire-fight, Tids E&VG the §
force ample time Lo escape the ares, but elther dus to confusion alter the batile
o poor ewaluation of the situation by their leaders, the G fuorce remsined in Lhe
Qeebrsda Chorre,

On 30 Octeber 67, ot & ssall Elosco in La Esperanza Bl bl W

R, <t:to tho following in regapds te the

13 v - e

handling of RBrnesho "Che® Cyevara, OCuovara and Willy were transported back to
le HWgaeras on the aflerncon of the 8th, after the battle at the Quebsads Churco.
mtﬂramdaﬂmtmmmﬁlwﬂlf. which was trested wpon returning te
Biguerss. [N toikec st length with Guevara, thegh Ouevara did ot
reveal ant pertinent infersstion. NN felt a high regard for Guovars as o
soldier and man, and wan sroclous Lo know more of this "legendary figpure®™, Guevars
agmwerad 811 of his qmd.i.gw_with remarkdmich as "perhapd” or “possiblyn,
Early im the morning of the 9Eh of Getober, the unit received the order bo aumeule
Jsevara and the other saptives. Frevicusiy, HEEENEEENN

s Tad given express orders to keep the priscners alive, The Officers
involved did not know where the ordar criginated, but felt that 1t came from the
highest echelons. [N cove the order to amente Gusvera R
but he was wable Lo carry out the ordar swd in twn gave ith—

R 6 this f-Lté- agked Guevara if there was anytidng he wished bafors lis
execubion, Guevars replied Lhet He only wlahed to %die with a full stomach,”
-thm asked him if he was 3 ":-nt,a:‘l;r.ilint", by .‘:-;vj:u; rsguestod only Tood.

Goevera returned Lo his mevious tranquil menner and anawersd only " perha pe™

N0 FOREIGH DISSEM

Document 38 contd.
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S W&h&-ﬁ&&ﬂﬁiﬂﬁsm
I iion called Bmoa “poor shit® and left the roog. &y this tise,
N - Cortified his cournge with several bears and returned to

the room where Gievars was being held prisoner. ihen JEB entered the room,

Gnevers siood up, hends Lied in froob, and steted, 91 know what you hove come

For-I an resdy.” -M at kin for & few sdoutes and then said, "Ho

Fou arecsistakenbe soated.” __ then left the root for @ few moments,

"I-H.D;r"‘, the priscner taken with Cosvers; was baing held in 5 =11 house

& fou pobers away. m-_mamiﬁngmmwm}dsmﬂm
R -cred and shot "Willy®. “HiYIy® wes a Cabsn snd according to

the sources hsd bean an instigator of the riots amcng the miners in Bolivia.

Cuevars hesrd the burst of five in his room and for the irst tise appesred
to bo rightencd. [N rotvmed to the room vhitrs Cosvare was being

nild. When he entersd, Guovara shood and fuced Lhu_t.nld

?dnhhﬂmhdbfphu_mtonit downy and mm._,.‘*lwﬂlmiusbundbls i
for this." m-mnwmmmwmm be seated sgein, but
Qoovars would say nothing., Finally Cuctara tod him, "Enow this now, you are
#i1ling a man.® [N then £i od & turet from hls M2 Cerbine, knocking Cuevarm back
intie the wall of the seell house.
Mdmﬂmndamtmtndmmmw&vt'smmﬁmm;:imnr
avallsble jrhotes indicate that Cuevars did heve cne wound in the lowsr ecalf,
that appesared to the Doctor o hive becn received at a different blme then the
other wounda thet sere received at shert range and directly Iroe the front,
During the evening of the 8th and the morring of the Fin, [N 1= ?

on his perscn & pipe thot he said Guews @ hod given him during their wight

togother ab la Higuorss. He showed tids idpe '-P__ amf’.

Document 38 contd.



1
— DOCUMENTS — 16

. ONHBENTIAG Y o ¢ ORE+oN-DISSEN-
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with a BTt of the apay uxpoawammdnuraﬂw colored matal,

The bewl was black and Appeared to have been mooked. for mome tima,
Torm sgrees with the deseriptions af the Fipas
asrlior develomants of the G operaticns,

AL 000 Tww on the morming of the 9th, Elomanty of W aod WG,y
returned to the uebrad Charro and reangiged the

Ow:puw. and & mortar sguad formsd the Hlocldng force amd the confluency or

e Quetrada an: [N .. of [l ccmpny bagan pureuts towards thea, (-

_msuimuummmattldstimmdwqubGM

the movensnt of
the Gz in the Cuebrada,

asmsmmmemmamms.mﬁumwn B

AL

Ching and Lergle Veca, Thege were t-heuﬂ:tynﬁu?hg_;‘___ Be.,..q

After the Inftial someci. trs oo eould net be located <o IR ¢t 0
Petrols througheut the ares,

leaving the prag opem,

»  They could net daberming ety how sany
were dn the group. o Arrive ahead of the Os  who were woving along o Uiehrada ,

The Company wsed the rosd and ware &ule Lo pot inig posltion at Porbero Ly oty

—CONFIDENTIAL It GO 5§ pig

Document 38 contd.
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Wb © COMFIDENTIALT .
dmﬁubafmtharni@tadtﬂmﬁamimnpma Cuebrades in their direciien,
T ith = squad and one mortar formed & lscking farce ab Lhe mouth

of the Quebrads. Wl Flateen of Jf company shtered Lhe Guebrada behind the Ca
and initisted pursnit. wheu—mt his men opened fire o bhe Gs they
began Lo lesp about. Thia mmi‘a:e:f_ soldiers thowgh they continued

to fire., The Gs doublod back and climbed oot of the Tuebrads before the il
Flatoon could bring them under five, [ Matoon puriuad thes up FERITL bt
lsat centact st the top.

Mo casualides were suffered in this engangesct and no G Tell, Lhough they
did drop their mmmwmm«_ The ruckeacke
contained food, wvarious documents, snd druge. Surglenl tools wers alse AmONE
the eqtpment 1a the rucksacks, [ w=c wevic to describe the documents
or the erigin of the medical supplies. .

mﬂmthawﬁtw&mmthaﬁmmmutﬁwm
the Gs immedizlely atbacked one peint of the civele and were able to bresk out
killing 2 scldiers. Oy moon of the 13th the Company had Lost cont: ct completely
with the G foree.

The second group wes contacted by Jl] Cespeny on Li-Octoser st B ajoa. This
fight resulting in the death of 4 §s. KL Chapeco, @ balivian, EL Snl.dlmo. .u. £
bolivian, an unnamed Bolivian, and one unnamed Cuban. This fight on the Lm-.h

was the last contact wade b  the Ranger Bn befors leaving the. ares of cperationns,

Hone of tre N ¢ -l o this fignt or could
draw & wip ga to the exnct lecation of Kl Cojon. . ! “m%

The ariginal G force waa 17, 7 wers ¥illed in actien by Cm!mdeglam
_.anl 4 wors destroyed by ] Conpany at £1 €ajen, Recent reportc indicste that
the Cubans have disarmed’ the Bolivian Os and seen Lo have them under pusrd,

Apparently there is some sorit of dlsagreement in Lhe operation within bhe ©

Document 38 contd.
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crganigation, (me farmer t:{. ] FutEbritibn e = s ate at his fara
and rested. During this tims, the Bolivians were kept sepmrate frem the Cubans
end were watched closaly by the Cubans. The Belivians had ne arms. AL of the
Gs are shaved and have their hair cut, Offlcials bolieve that they are trying

te pove out of the ares throush Abapn or CAbezas,

Rm e
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Document 39. Hand-drawn maps from the debriefing of the Bolivian troops ——

of the last battles with the guerillas and attempts to capture Harry Villegas
(Pombo) (November 9, 1967)

Hand-drawn maps from the debriefing of the Bolivian troops of the last battles with
the guerillas and the attempts to capture Harry Villegas (Pombo) and his comrades.
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R FORRELEASE 1983, o - [Lsvrcron coepar
LIR HiSTRRICAL BEVIEW PROGRAM : A R
s _(-I'.I_ 3 June 1075

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Inspector General

SUBJECT: " Btatement .h}-L. ........ ;Iconr:erni.ng_ y
- . . his assignment Bolivie 'in 1967 and-his role
in the capture 'of Ernesto "Che"™ GUEVARM
de la Serna- . z : "

'REFERENCE:  °  Memo dated 28 May 1975

. l. The undersignad met w:ithl: " :} contract
employee, on 2 and 3 June to obtzin his story about his '
assignment to Bolivia ip 1967. . This query is. based upon ref .
~Interview, during whichi : mentioned that he had re- :
Eransmitted an order from Cclonelg - ; :
‘Commander of the #th Bivision of e Bolivian Army, to z
Bolivian sergeant, which resulted-in the execution of Ernesta
"Che'" GUEVARA de la Sarnaz, Cuban leader af the guerrillas then
‘operdting .in Belivia. . i .

Gl [: g :Asaid that his assipnment came about after fan o
Interviow"held i Miami in June or July of 1967, at which time
he was a’case offjicer wotking for the Miami office. He had .
been selectéd for the job interview because of his para-
militaTy training and experience. Hs was asked if he wauld
agrss Lo sarye withﬁf .| & fellow Cuban., He
acnevted. He was téld that he was te' go to Bolivia with -

-~ . where they would be engaged im training intelligence
teams fd% the Znd Ranger Battaliop of the Eizhth pi"iﬂion £
the Bolivian Army. He wis also told that he and’ .___ 4:f
would be assigned to the 2ad Ranger Battalion as Tdvisore
and would be based in the town of Esperanza., While in Miami,
he and <lwere given briefings about the politicsl and
guerrilla situation in Bolivia, and he was given 2 refreshesr
courss in communications.Jf nal ;]were told
that there were strong indications—that Quevaralwas leading
the guerrillas. among the imstructions ¢i them-was a clsar
one that in the event that the Boliviam Ammy captured Gusva a,
they should do everything possible ("to kesp him alive.® s‘

. el o

- 3. They were introduced to their future cass oFficay -
. in Washington, whe was te be in Iisison with the Bolivian
forces in Santz Cruz. )
Document 40. CIA debriefing of Felix Rodriguez (June 3, 1975)

This CIA debriefing (June 3, 1975) of Felix Rodriguez was prepared almost eight
years after Che’s death for the CIA’s Deputy Inspector General. He was investiga'ting
assassinations by the CIA for the Church Committee of the Senate.There was an obvious
interest in covering the CIA’s role and giving President Johnson plausible deniability. It
was approved for release in 1993 under the CIA Historical Review program.
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: 4, Prior to their departure, both: ; ]:—-nd r ]
ware iszued false U.8. re-entry permits in “the Tames of
3 and: - :i respectively. . These uwera
received in” New York City just Prior to-their departurc, on
30 July for La Pur on a Braplff Alrline flight. Their case
officer had preceded them and met them on 31 July at 7 a.m.
‘at the La Paz airport. E,qqﬁu._ Believes that Bulxvmnn visas
wére stamped in the;r rE-entry “permits, :

5. The case olecer and znother Amer:can took them tu
meetf tu whem they were ilntroduced as
" expe¥Tts on guerrilla warf He issued ezch a personal card
in which were handwritten h15 instructionz to all civilian.
and military officials that thev be ¢iven full suppert.. At

ten that morning, they met]. ;1 Commander ~in-Chief
of the Bolivian Armed Fnrnrs. It wasn't™ntil akowt a month
later that[n gmetﬂ # Saata Croaz.)] While in

La Pzz, nenew insTructions wele issued to them about their

"mission. After about a week therve, they were flown te Santa
(Cruz de la Sierra. for a few days and introduced ta Colonel
.+ 3 Commander of the Eie¢hth Divisien.

C jarranged for W the American
officer-in charge of he military mission trazn;nv the Ind
Ranser Battalion, to came to . Santa Cruz to meetl. WJand

-+ They were alsa introduced to Majoxl..
G-2Z of the Bichth Division.. After 3 or 4 days in. Santd Cruz,
and, .. . Jwent to La Esperanza, where they were
quartered at-the B01A¥ian pfficers’ compound. Im La Esperanza
they met . the Commander of the Ind Ranger Battalion,
and- Captaln[ - _d__{} oy : . g TR .

6.-1Pr10r te- their departure fraom La Faz,éh ‘;}and
[: - were iZsued Balivian un:fqrms and credentials as
captalns in the Boelivian Arny Nevertheless, they did not
‘receive Bolivian Army -insignia. Later E; was given by
. =we--]a_Bolivian trl color cap-Thsignia which he wore
rjescarapela} e.]i -_Qwars issued Smith shd Wesson
donble-actioh alitomata p;&tuls. uring thair act1v1t1ns as in-
StTUC and advizo 2zsumed the role of Bolivian
officers, although they were known as foreign advisors to a
number of Bolivian offlcers.. gf %sa1d that he learned later
that the American Ambassader Rad prohipited anyons other than
he and _.__-ﬁfrﬂm becoming involved in the anti-suerrilla
activities in the fi21d.) :

?. Desplto their zpparent status as Bplivian officers,
aid that they never were given nrdars by higher-
ranklng HDllVlOn officers {One exception to this rule was the
order which Colacell ~Jissued tof . n tha day of
‘Puevara‘s duecuzion; ifE 1Jstory iz to be belisved.)

"

:-A_"‘—w,;:':n ettt e e e, e TR R SR

Document 40 contd.




— DOCUMENTS — m

Ty Y mm wda ' S
b, ” b=
a.f. ]_:_j«aé assigned to Senta Cruz aﬂﬂf ,Jwas
assiened ta La ESperanza, wheve the latter ¢ ducted most of
the iptelligence training. As time went by, 't own
duties gravitited te becoming basically thosc af an"Advisor,

" He zaid that his case officer was aware of apd approved of this
development. Among the things which| 8 and%;
attempted to accomplish was the preseivatiod af the lives-bf:
captured guerrillas, for the collection of intelligence about
the guegrilla's lecations, as well as for humanitarian reasans. ’

. gsaid that het saved the 1life of Jose Castillo Chavesz,,

travelifg for that purpose to Vazllagrande from Santa Cruz, -
where he spoke briefly to Cas%illp at the Nuestra Senora de

,-Mw}fi Hospital. . At this time leatned of the intent

of “™Wwf the Rangers. fo "haye the prisomer executed.
.[é,ﬂ-“_g revailedTon Major, e jund Jta
ake his side. The prisiner was ovnto Vallegrands where

. covered a1l medical casts and karried out z two-week
interrokation. The Tesulting twenty-page intgrrdgation report
provided the Bolivians with a complete cencept of the :
JgusrTilla’s strategy, which turned out to be tha key to
Guevara's capture, according t“g. i This Teport was
aztiribuced by the Bolivians to Be from Their own people.

. 3. This important development was followed by an
encaunter in late September bYetween a upit led by a Li.
and the remnants of the guerrillas. . Puring this action,”a Cuban
lieutenant named Miguel; -the Bolivian Coco Persdoj and =
Bolivian physiciazn named Jose GutierTes Ardaya were Kkilled.

'E _Jrravelled by jeep to Fucara, where the bodies were
locatedy and through the information he had learned freom
Castille, he was able to establish that the men were fram
Guevara's forward element. Dpon his return to Santz Cruz,

Jadvised g JTthat the nd Ranger Battalliom
should be immediftely deployed; with'the remaining fwe weeaks
of their training cancelled. [ Jhcceptcd this advice
and the Ransers were moved ta Fucara,”and the Headquarters of
the Eighth Division were meved to Yallegrande. . ;
continuwed in-his adwvisory Tole, suggesting ‘areas for trlop
deployment as well as the depleyment of the intelligencé
teams. 0On the 8th of October, contact was eatahlished with

Guevzra's remaining forces. {At this time[... ..__7was in

¥allezrande and ;lin'Espefan:a.j- gm the dch, Major

Jre orted over tit radis that "the chief" had been
captursi. -] then flew over the atea in a PT-6 carrying
with him a PRC-1f=radio with which he was 4able to communicate
with the Bolivian forces., He then confirmed that GusvaTa.wias -

. wihe chief" who had been captured. He returned te Vallegrande
where he toldf: -}that Guevzra had bean wounded and

captured.

Document 40 contd.
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4=
0. That day ,,]1.-::15 sent to Hisperas to
spterrogate the guerrillz prisdnery and assembled the )
captured documents. Since Colanzl was -planning to f£ly
by heliceopter ie Higueras on the oih é?sked him an
i i to interrggate

Bth if ¥e could acCompany
consulted his staff and agreed. {The i
a¥had £d¥n only for & pilot and two passenfers.) _ -
r repared a 100-word message te the . _

in code reporting Guevaza's capturs and asBing that an Enbassy

epresentative e sent to the arsa to prevail upon the 25
?Fu;iminng to spare Guevara's life, since. he did.not-believe
that"he;:ﬁﬁIﬁ:xﬂ;tEni:iyjﬁgggk“iﬁi‘”Tﬁty—mﬁuahge was prepaTed '
for the scheduled 10 2.0 nsmission of 9 October, and
jn Asuncion, Parapguay,

Guevara.

the evening of ttz
rhelicopt

was naot transmitted to the rTelay point

until about 10:30 z.d., afterl -‘igrrived in Higueras
and Zet up his radic-tramnsmitter an 5-8.
11. I T ;Jand the pilot,g .- g] set

out by helicopter Son Vailegrande at 7:15 a.0. on the th,

-and arrived in Higueras® T about 7:40 2.m. Jaccompanied
nd Majcri;_ when they visited Guevara in the J=r=
FEchool Taom .which Was his improvised’ jail. fuevara would -
was. bound, hand. and feot,

not Snswer r:;!lwhen spcken to.. He
and - had a g weurd. :

i

- 1z, Tand Major . hen tewiewed the captured
documents an:u:1.|'r stobtained permission__frcm' J to ;
phatograph all the papers, including Gusvara's diary M and also
C . 4] permission to retain the origindl accommodatign . :

addresses found. : ’ : 5 i

13. While@ Ja'and 411 the other Bolivian officers -
(with the exceptian of "a Lieutenant 1] were gnraide o
the village attending ta other milifary 4 fairs,ﬁrL.

remained in Higusras as the highest ranking ngalivian gfficer’”.
In this capacity he answered a call received an 'the military
€ield relephons and answered as Captain He was given
the code numbers 500 and 600 as orders ¥ ich WweTe ta be
implemented by command of "higher-authprities",, He said that
the cannection wis nat clear and he could not recognize the

_—

vajce but it gould have heen that of Majer : In any
cate, J:aid that. sincé it was a line anly 2 iiable
to the militw he was confident that it was order re-

tranimitted through militaTy channels. He said that he knew
that 500 referred to Ouevara, §00 to the word execnte and
7068 to the pressrvation of cuevarra's Life. These simptle
codes had been identifisd te him previously. :

Document 40 contd.
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b ; i o i _
14, .ypenl :1'returﬁ,{j {i- .1t01d him of the
message andi ,é}co* it as & autheﬂ{ic order and made
no effort t have if confirmed. fi. Jasked-if Guevara's
1iFe could be preserved since he had these instructions.
.Ejreplied that his own pogitign would be placed in

jeopardy if he did ngt comply. [ 135 Jasked him to make.
the attempt anyway. i=- 7.]bElieves that Jhad |
already resignad him§elf to the ifnevitabllily of GUevara's

execution.) .lsaid thathe was in sympathy with_

wish but that jt was not in his power La reverse the -arder.
He wldf 57 ,jthat he was well aware of the treatment which
Fidel Fad  neted out to Cubans and told him £g execute Guavara

in any mamier which he might choose. C said that he
had’ to leave for Vallesrande at 10:00 2.m. a2l would sénd [
a helicopter back to pick up Guevara's 'body" at 2 p.m., and
Mas a friend”, asked:that the body be Teady. 24
reiterated his request that the erder he appeled and _7

werte successful. :

I

agreed to make the attempt, and said he would advige iT he

-1

- 15, - Failing a counter-manding of the grder and as the
seniar "Bolivian officer™ lefr in Higueras,|, s2id he
wis left with the implementation of the execution. “After ~
Teft, k. Jwas able to talk to Guevard, who b
" jdentifled{ 714 . Jeither as 'a Prierto—Riean or-a Cuban T
{working for ¥.3. iftellizence. He said he made this iudgment
nn'the_basif £ the questions asked and anf. #1% 7§ accent.
While! 4°1 as with Guevara, shots were Fired ih adjoining
rooms and [ §5 ater determined that these invelved the.
evecution of two Other prisemers. Recognizing these thots
for, what they were, nevertheless, Guevara hlanched when
i gconfirmed-that he too would be exscuted; although
later cBmposing himself. = G . .

: : i - : He
16. After leaving Guevara, f “told a sergeant o
the srder to exscute Guevara and“entrusthd the missien to him.
He was told to fire below the head. The order was givern to
the sergeant at 1:00 p,m. and® ¢ Theard the shats fired
‘at Guavara at 1:20 p.m. At 2:00 p.a™ thz helicopter Teturned
te Higueras. A Fatherl “performed the last rites and
Suevara's remains were ‘Ttrappdd to one of the helicopter's
skids and accampanied them to Vallegrande, whave
they iand& At Zrdﬂ p.m. T 7. T'said that he lost himsalf
auickiy in the crowd gathered at~khe airpaTt, but that
took chatse of the remains and was photozraphed.
s2id that the title af the photograph, which appeared
in the ﬂress, gave an imcortect identification of .

the nane’ 'Jused,t j _ ; -

L
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RECKIDLCED &1 [HE %ATL0%
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= 17 ; L%said he reported thej&xe:‘.utiuns to dzjor
vJahd the Lhief of QOperations, al
“and then was iken back to identify the vodivs—of—the--thirce _
executed guerrillas.’ They than drovs to Santa Cruz with. the
documents, films and eguipment and then flew. Lo lLa Paz,
wherﬂ{‘ iﬁ" contacted his case officer.’ Ye was taken to
a homs where the” iknd pther Americans were briefed by i
“him. - Everything whicd he had been able 'tp retain was turfed
; inﬁifen to be carried by a special courier to Washington.
'[T“:< ... ,then flew back to Santa. Cruz where a. £-130 ordered:
" by Gena¥al Porter, CINCSOUTH, was to pick him and, _.
wp for a flight to the Canal Zome. This plane arrived with
a flat tire on the 10th or 1ith. The ¥.5, Hiszign airoraft,
a C-54, was then Flown te Santa Cruz .and he and
. ware flown back ta La Paz. After overnishbing thers, .andther

C-130 carried them to Pznama where was asked to
relate his rv ta Ganeral Porter. After—é weeks in Panama,
jland|] ; Shwere documented as $5-165 s0 that they

" could b¥ard & over-bonked military flight to Charlotts,
South Carolina.  After their arrival there, they journeved
to Miami, where .ybriefed General Cuskman. [ ;?
believes that in bath ﬁ%gh-level briefings he mentToned hi
own personal role in the execution of Guevara,) .+ i

+

e £ I

_ CUTAS
Document 40 contd.
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Document 41. CIA Director of Intelligence analysis of The Guevara Diary,
Cuban Attempts to Export Revolution (Dec. 15, 1967)

This CIA analysis of Che’s Diary concludes that “when the diary is published the
Guevara legend will only be dulled by this account of the pathetic struggle in Bolivia.”
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THE CHE GUEVARA DIARY

The diary of Erngsto "Che" Guevara is the pro-
tracted memoire of the ill-fated guerrilla movement
he led in the Bolivisn backlands from 7 November 1966
to 8 October 1567. The account, which was found with
Guevara after his capture, reveals that the guerrilla
band suffered from the cusset from dissension and in-
a@ptitude that compourded the hardships of jungle op-
erations. Guevara's movement cltimately fajiled be-
cause the Aolivian peasants received the guerrillas
with fear and suspicion.,

Guevara, in his diary. wrote simply. withouz
metaphor or esbellishing prose. He did not discuss
ideological or substantive pollitical matters and e
avoidad personal rumisations and reminiscences. He
sald wirtually pothing that can be turned inco in-
spiring mottoes o mvths, It seens, moreover,. that
wher the diary is poblished the Gusvara legend will
only be dulled by this account of the pathetic =tTua-
gle in Bolivia.

Cuban atta.ggt to Exoore
wolusion

The diary shows that Gue-
Vara's ll-=month odyesey was a
concerted attenpt by Cuba to gpen
the central heertland &2 Souch
Anerica to iactesnatignal -1l
rilla ingurgensy. Since the
Tire: Tri-Continent Confersnce
in Havena in January 18966, FPidel

It is clear from the disry
Ehat the guerrillas wers carefully
selected and trained, and were
wall eguipped by Cuba. AL least
three members of the central com-
mittes of the Cuban Communist
Party, and parhaps a dozen or sa
other Cubang==-all fallowers of
Guevara and oxperts in guescilla
tactics-~ware with the band. In
short, Castro and Guevara get out

Cistro had been [nsisting that

"it is the ducy of every revolu-
cignary to make rewveluciop.®

Jules Regis Debray in his fevolu-
TEor Wenin Pevelition charted

the ldeclogical Siher of Castra's
militant stand, and it was left
to Guevara, presumed revolutionary
consummate. t2 lead tha “inevit-
able struggle.”

systematically to prove Debray's
corollary to militant Cassrolsm:
that the Latin Amsrican guerrilla
Rovement cught to be an interna-
tipnalized rural insurgency spring-
ing from the rebellion of a frus-
trated and oppressed peasantry,

Gusvara's hopeless siruggle
ond demize, however, proved only

e
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khe futility of the approach. The
peabray strategy and the errilla
tactics that Che compiled in him
handbook Guerrilic warfare proved
ke be.smpty theoretics. Guevara
wag unable to win the support of
the Solivian Communist Pacty
{PCB~-8) and could not prevent his
own group from splitting ints
conflicting Eactiona. The peasant
support considered essential to
the revolutionzry thesis wax en-
tiralv lacking. It was, in fact,
the hostility and susoicion of
the Bolivian peasants that forced
the band ta continue its endlass
flight through the jungles. Fi-
aally, afrer some months of inaf-
fective counterguerrilla activity
by Bolivian Army units, the 3o-
livian Rangers waré assigned to
the operation. The Rangers, well
trained in parsuit and harassment,
evertually destroyad most of the
guerrillas.

Failure of the Guexrilla ies

A disciplined, Ln{a.'l., and
tightly organized revoluiicnary
cadre 1s the First reguirement

in the Castro-Quevars-Debray blua-
priant for insurgemcy. IR Sudrs
rifls Kerfare, Goevars said that
"homogeneity, respect for the
leader, bravery, and familiarity
with the terzain” are the esssn-
tial characteristics of the guer-
rilla band. In Belivia, however,
zost of these bapic concepis were
vislated or ignored. The band
was composed of Cuban, Bolivian,
and Peruvvian naticnals, none of
whon was very familier with the
operational zone.

Guevara vaialy ettempted to
remedy these deficiencies. AD-

Document 41 contd.

cording to the diary, he spent

the first three months securing
bases of operations and training
and indoctrimating the guezzillas.
Big first attempt at an explor-
atory familiarization trek through
the jurgles, howewver, was plagoed
by inacturate maps and the sroug
became discouraged and weakened

by heavy rains, insects, and a
shortage of food and water. Ten-
siong between the Bolivians and
Cubans became sericus in the first
menthe, and the fnitial explor-
arory patrols wers chacacterized
by ineptitude, flaggina morale,
and poor leadershio.

Inentitude

Communications with Havana
and La Pax were lost as early as
Japunary when a transmitter rusted
because it was stored in a damp
cave, On 26 Ffebruary, the band
suffered its first gersonnel loss
whes & member diowned attempting
to cross a turbulant stream. On
17 March, a second member was logt
in a similac sceident. Thus,
meither of Che's initial objace
tives--training and exploration--
was completad. and warious acgi-
dents had already taken their eoll.

O 23 March, the guerrillas
ambushed a Bolivian patrol and
killed pight of its membeors. A
second battle on 10 April accounted
Eor seven army dead and also Eor
the first Cuban loss. Capt. Jesus
Suzrez Gayol, a former vice minister
of the Hinistry of Sugar Industries,
was killed. Guevara was discouraged
with the results af these skir-
mishes, which showed that the guar-
riilas wore still divided and in-
sufficiently trained.
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Morals

Che was particularly dis-
turbed with the reluctance cof the
Bolivians to work with the Cubans,
and on 12 April reminded them
that "the first blood dzawn was
Cuban.” On 25 April, Capt. Elisso
Reyes Rodriguex (Fan luis), 2 mem-
bar of thea central committes of
che Cuban Communist Pacty. was
killed in combat. The loks of
San Luis was a major paychologlical
blow to Guevara, who for the first
time was unabashedly despondent.
He mourred that San Luis was "the
best man in the gquerrilla band®
and a comrade "since (San Luis
wasl practically a child.”

The loss of San Luis was
a tursing point that cansed Gua-
vars te view the gueryillas'
chancens very crivically. In his
monthly swmmary for April, he
passinistically snumerated at
least three major problems Uniers=
mining his efforts. For the
first time, e discusssd in some
detail tha isglacion of the band.
He cozplained that the peasants
ware not responding and that thera
had been no snllistoments.

according vo Cusvara, the
acrrasss of Jules Regls Debray and
the Argentine journalist, Clre
Bustoy, that month further iso-
lated the band from possible
soirces of foreign assistance.

Fimally, Che opined that
“the Ampericans will lnterveoes
here strongly.® FEis basic strat-
egy was to provoke U5 militazy
intervention in favin America,
bur it sesms that he was unpre-
parad to cope with swoh am inter-
vartion as early as Apcil.

Leaderghio

During the fellowing months,
the pand suffered a slow attri-
tipn while morales continued ko
plommat. Several more guerrillas
were lost in skirmishes and
others, including GUAYArE, wWere
weakened and incapacitated by
warions ailments and injuries.
By the and of July., Guevara was
exphasizing only the “negative
aspects” of the campaign and
reiterated daily complaints about
hie asthma attacks. He was weak
amd ill, wpable at times to carz
his own knapszack. *

The band of 22 was entirely
on the defensive ia remote and
urplotted terrain while the EBo-
livian militazy was elowkly in-
creasi its sffectivensan and
encircling the guerrillias. In
these circimstances; Cuavara was
faging increasingly Eecrious prob-
legms, including chronic food
shortages. Once, during & long
period on reduced rarions. men-
bars of the bHapd suffersd "faing-
ing spells.”

3y the end of August, altes
alsost ten monchs of attzition
ard debilitation, Guewvaza admit-
tud that it had been "wikhaut &
doubt tha worst month yet.®
His illness, Che said, had
Vasused uncertainty in several
others...and (vas) reflected
in our enlv encounter {with the
army)." Thias was his enly ad-
miggion that his primacy was
ever doubted.

Ir fact, however, Guevara
nad digcipline problems almost
from the outset. These resulced
from the friction between the

I
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Boliviang and Cubang in the band,
and from the lessening of morale
s the hardehips and setbacks in-
ereased. Che's leadership ma
alse have besen undarmined by g!l
own physical weakness and inabil-
ity to engineer an effective of-
fonsive. In 1l mopths, Che had
not been able to nurture his move-
neat be the most preliminary
stage of incipient insurgency.

The Goerrillas® Failura With
the sante

In his handbook, Ouerrilla
Fapfars, Guevara explained in de-
tail how the guerrilla must win
firat tha sympathy and trust and
then the foll ool ratisn of
the rural psasants in ordar to
sustain the struggle. In Balivia,
however , he found this goal im—
possible from the beginning ba-
cauze of the suspicions, fears,
and torpor of the Indian peasants.

In April., Guevara complaingd
that "the peasant base has not
yat been developed altbough iz
wenld appesr that through planped
terror we shall keep some newtral.”
e admitted the extent of tha
guercillas' imclation on 17 April,
when he said that "of all the
seasants we have ssen, there ip
only one who appears to be cooper=
ative, but with fear.” In June,
moreover, he warned that the Fo-
livian Army was “working oo the
peacants and we must be careful
that they are not changed into a
community of informera.™ Fasring

ne

tion throogh the sparsely popu=
lated jung ] J -
The End of s Legend

During Septesbar and the
JEirst week of Octobar, the guar-

rillas ware constantly on the
fun, trappad in & maze of jungle
arroyos. During the last weeks,
when he must have known that his
chances were bleak, Gusvara son-
tinued to weits in the same
brief style with mystic s
for wictory. U2 mede his last
entry on 7 October, after exactly
11 months in Belivia, He said
the day "was spant in a pastoral
setting,” but lp;unuy it wag
a peasant woman from that ares
who betrayed the gusrrillas to
tha Balivian Eorces. The waman
hag been bribed to keep the
guerrillas' location secret. but
Che confided in his last entry
that he had “little hope she
would keep her word."

Cusvera wis wounded and
cag:u.nd by Bolivian Rangers on
§ October and died the following
day. On 16 Dctober, Fidel Castra
adnicted Cuevara's defeat. Two
days later, he deliversd a
lengthy eology and declarsd &
msh gf national mourning im

- .

In the diary, Che mentioned
fregquent communications with
Castro. Though his transmitter
was destroved ln Januvary, Guevers
communicated through couriers
and was able to receive coded

radio messages from Ravana.
There were no indications of dif-

forgnees between the two =en.

Gusvara, his lessons, and

‘nis were perhaps simulta-
necusly stifled. h Castro
and other revoluticparias may

insigt that the struggle will
endlassly continue in his name,
they must now ba having serious
doubts abour their prospects.
B et
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S

TARY GIVES INSIGHT

INTO :
BOLIVIAN GUERRILLA OBPERATIONS

Document 42. DIA Intelligence Bulletin, Guevara Diary Gives Insight Into
Bolivia Guerillas Operations (Dec. 15, 1967)

This is the Dept. of Defense’s intelligence Agency’s evaluation (December 1967) of
Che’s Bolivian guerillas effort based upon their reading of his diary, taken from him
after his capture. It concludes that Che’s efforts were a “complete failure, without any
saving aspects, of this first attempt to implement the Castro-Guevara-Debray theories

on insurgency....”
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GUEVARA DIARY GIVES INSIGHT INTO
BOLIVIAN GUERRILLA OFERATIONS

"Che' Cuevara's campaign diary -- captured when
the guerrilia leader was killed in early October —-
pravides considerable informalion on the mature and
scope of the Cuban=directed insurgest movement in
southeast Bolivia and the reasons for its failure,

Guevara's death and the defeat of his guerrilla
. band in Bolivia was the most sericus plow vet denll
te the Cuban doctrine of armed insurgency for Latin
Amarieca, sioce Castre had apparently committed his
"first team"” to this effort, Of an estimated 12
Ccubans killed in operations there, at least five hawve
been identified as membors of the central Committee
of “the Cuban Communist Party (PCC); six held the rank
of major; the highest in the Cuban armed forces and
a numbey of them pariticipated in guerrillae operations
against the Batista forces.

The extent of Cuban involvement in the Boliwvian
cperation indicates that Castre —— in conflict with the
foviets over Commurist strategy im Latin America --
wanted a victory that would justify his advocacy of ¥
armed revolution. He eilther did not fear the possiale
implications of direct involvement o= he was fully
prepared Lo risk them,

The high-level Cuban participation alsc tends tao
Support recelt reports that the Bolivian operation was
the first phase of & wider multinaticnal offeasive that
was to be lawached agsinet other neighboring countries,
To the Castro regime, Bolivia was probably ideally
located for such an operation. Castra, however, appar-
ently did not mateh his high-level commitment with a
proper evaluation of the situation im Bolivia or with
adeguate planming and organization. “'Che" Guevara's
diary has revealed a4 basic weakness in Cuba's intel-
ligence in that the whole operation was based on an
overly optimistic estimaie that as soon as aperations
comenced, & base could be established with peasant
support. This was accompanied by ap underestimation
of the strength of the Balivian ormed forces and the

15 Dec &7 BIA Intelligence Bulletin Poe £41

Document 42 contd.
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Document 42 contd.

BOLIVIAN LEADER GUIDD PEREDD AND TYPICAL TERRAIN
OF THE CPERATIONS ZONE, PEREDO 15 STILL AT LARGE.,

CLEAN ARD DENSE VEGETATION WHICH PLAGUED
THE GUERRILLAS AS WELL AS THE PURSUING
BOLIVIAN ARMY

sty
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resolve of the Bolivian Goveroment, Despite the carly
plasping, the operation was generally an uncoordinated
effort from the outset, and its inadequacies became
apparent once operations began.

ST,

Wnile guerrilla planning was apparently under way
for some time in both Cuba and Bolivia, actual ap—
erations did not begip until "Che" and part of his
: Cuban cadre arrived at the Nancabuasu camp in Novenmber
oy 1966, The next several months were devoted to training,

P recruitment, equipment cachiag, and area familiarization.
During this pericd, "Che" led a reconbaissance patrol
“morth of the Rio Grande; this was his first introduction
to the hestile nature of the area. The guerrilla
timetable apparently did not call for offensive actien
to begio until mid- or late-1967, Thus, when the army
inadvertently discovered the guerrillas in Mareh 1967,
"Che's" force was still in its initial phase and was
premuturaly forced into action, Partly because of this,
their sanctuary was uncovered and they were therefore
forced to remain almost constantly on the move. This had
upset “"Che's" plans to establish a secure base of op-
grations,

s

The guerrilla force, which at its highest point
probaply did net exceed 50 men, was composed of 17 Cubsng,
thrée Peruvians, Bolivians trained in Cuba, znd urban
militants, "Che™ planned to use them 2s a cadre around
which other guerrilla groups could be established, Some
of the Bolivians spparently lacked the dedicatiocn and
staying power of hard-core guerrillas and the diary re-
ported resentment between the Bolivians and Cubara. In-
Iormation obtained from Bolivian defectors enabled the
army to wncover the guerrilla camp in March and to locate
and eliminate the insurgents in October.

It was evident from the beginnipg that “Che" was in
firm commind of the guerrilla movement. Thia faect ap-
parently cost him the support of the established pro-
Soviet Bolivian Communist Party (PCB-5). According to
the diary, PCE-S First Secretary Mario Monje visited the
guerrilla camp in December 1966 and offered to iuin the
movement provided he could assume the political-military
leadership, "Che's" rejection of his bid probably
Severed any chances for a tie between the Party and the

15 Dee 67 DIA Intelligence Bulletin Page 5.2
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guerrillas. In faet, "Che" suspecited that Monje had
prevented some Cuban-irained Party members from join-

i ing the gpuerrillas. Regis Depray, the French pusrrilla
thooretician, alse plaged part of the blame for the
guerrilla failure on the lask of suppori from the PCE-3.

One factor that weighed heavily against the guer-
rillag was the numerical siremgth of the army in the
field, Even in the early stages of the operaticm, the
army¥ -- infericr in capsbilities to the guerrillas --
was able to react with sufficient speed to thwart the
insurgents' movements. The army was 2ble to seal off
most of the avenves of escape; this foreed the puerrillas
to be contantly oh the move and drained thelr resources.
Toward the end of the campaign, troops in the field
prohably numbered 2,000 as compared with the guerrilla‘s
foree of 30 - 40.

In sddition to the role of the armed forcea, the

. two other factars that contributed most significantly
to the gulck defeat of the guerrilla force wers the pature

of the guerrilla wzone itself and the inability of the

iRSUrgents To win the support of the local populace.

E Although the isolated southeastern regien of Bolivia
with its difficult terrain and dense jungle appeared
ideal from @ security standpoint, it is also extremely
inhospitable to man; it is disease—ridden and sparsely
; populated. Moreover, the operations Zone was almosi
e completely inuceessible to the main population centers

; in the Altiplaro. On nuwerous pccasions in his diary,
noha” pemoaned the alpost total dsolation of his force.
Even the support apparatus in La Paz -- uncovered and
smuashed in September -- had trouble maiotaining contact
with guerrilias once they were forced ocut of The Naneahuazu
hase camp. "Che" algo reported in the diary that he was
unable to make cootact with & Small rearguard force that
reasgined near the original camp. This group was eventu-
ally destroyed on 31 August by an army smbush after it
i% had been isclated from the main force for over three

% months.,
Gid
e
£ "Che'" reported an acute lack of supplies -- includ-
ing medicine for hkis disabling asihma -- chronic hunger
15 Dec B7 DIA Intelligence Bulletin Page 5-3
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lozs of bearings because of faulty maps, deserticns
by the Bolivians, debilitating illpess, and a break-
doen in morale -- most of which accurred after June.
Since actual contact between the armed forces and the
guerrillas was minimal during this peried, the dete-
rioration of the insurgent force can be attributed in
a large measure to the wast, remote; and hostile area
which was selected for the operation,

L,
i

Apparently, "Che ' expected to exploit the reported
latent antigovernment sentiment of the sparse peasant
population in the operations acne. To this end, the
guerrillas carried on something similar to a civil-
action program. They provided medical care to the
peasanis and always paid them good prices for supplies.
Despite these efforts, the peasants remained suspicious
of foreigners and assumed a passive role throughout
the entire campaign. Toward the latter stages of the
campaigh, peasant guides and informers assisted the
army in tracking down and eliminating the force. A
frustrated "Che" Guevara lamented severzl times in his
diary over the inability of the guerrillas to recruit
even one logal peasant.

The complete failure, without any saving aspects,
of this first attempt to implemernt the Castro-Gusvari-
Debray theories on insurgeney will certainly cause a
reavaluation inm Havana., Whether the hard lessons of
Bolivia will prevail against an almost sacred thaory
remains to be seen. (SECEET NO FOREIGN DISSEM)

15 Dec &7 DIA Intelligence Bulletin Page 5-d4
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PRGE QOB

i 3 3 2 e e 3 aULY,. THE REMAINES OF
LATIN A TCAN REVOLUTTONARY HERO s Gl BUKTE
IN AN UNMMAREED GRAVE IN RURAL BOLIVIA, WER LR MNED

BRRORISM
D TO
PUBLES DATLY MONDAY

E AT 1500 ; DITSIM
ATE TERRORIST TEREN

Document 43. DIA, Defense Intelligence Terrorism Summary, remains of
Che returned to Cuba (July 15, 1997)
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-5100

U-7,548-06/DAN-1 A(FOLA)
APR 2 0 2007
Mr. Michael Ratner
124 Washington Place
Mew York, NY 10014

Dear Mr. Ratner:

Thiz responds 1o your request under the Freedom of Information Act dated 18 Apnl 1997,
Therein you requested records conceming Emesto “Che”” Guevara. A search of DIA's systems of
reconds located 101 documents. Of these, 32 have been referred (o other povernment agencies
for their review and direct response o you as they did not originate with DIA.

Upon review, it has been determined that some portions of 39 documents are not releasable. The
portions withheld are exempl from release pursuant to 5 U.8.C. 552 (B)(1), (b)}2), and (b)(3),
Freedom of Information Act. Subsection (h)(1} applies to information properly classified under

- the enteria provided by Exccutive Order 12958, as amended. Subsection (h)(2) applies to
information which pertains solely to the internal rules and practices of the apency. Subsection
{b}3) applics to information specilically exempted by a statute establishing particular criteria for
withholding. The applicable statute is 10 U.8.C. Section 424, All reasonably scgregable
portions arc atlached.

. All substantive portions of the remaining 10 documenis are not releasable. The withheld
portions are exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)1), (B)(2), and (b 3), Freedom of
Information Act. There are no reasonably segregable portions of this exempt matenal,

Please remit a check or money order in U.S. funds made payable to the Treasurer of the United
States in the amount of $35.40. Do not send cash. This fee is for reproduction cost for 336
pages al 15¢ per page with the first 100 pages free. To insure proper identification, please write
on your payment the case number assigned 1o your request, 0502-97,

You are advised that a requester may appeal, within 60 days, an iniftal decision to withhold a
vecord or part thereof. Should you wish to exercise this rght, you may do so by referming to case
# (502-97 imd addressing your appeal to; Defense Intelligence Agency, ATTN: DAN-1(FOIA)
Washington, D.C. 203405100

Sincerely,

- /
A
;ﬁiv_-—l— il i e

39 Enclosures a/'s Margaret A. Bestrain
ChicE, Public Access B

Document 44. Letter from the Defense Intelligence Agency concerning the

release of documents included in this book.
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“A RIVETING AND THOROUGHLY DOCUMENTED HISTORY OF THE MURDER OF CHE
GUEVARA. IN AN ERA WHEN ‘TARGETED ASSASSINATIONS’ AND ‘CAPTURE AND
KILL OPERATIONS’ HAVE BECOME ROUTINE ... [THIS] EXAMINATION OF THE U.S.
ROLE IN CHE GUEVARA'S DEATH COULD NOT BE MORE TIMELY.”
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IN [:llMPEl.I.lNﬂ IlETMI. two leading U.S. civil rights attorneys investigate the death of the

world’s most storied revolutionary: Ernesto Che Guevara. Michael Ratner and Michael Steven
Smith recount the entire span of Che’s remarkable life but their focus is on his final days in Bolivia
where, after months of struggle to spread the revolution begun in Havana, Che is wounded,
captured and, soon after, executed. Bound and helpless, Che’s last words to his killer, a soldier
in the Bolivian Army, are “Remember, you are killing a man.”

Referencing internal U.S. government documentation, much of it never before published,
Ratner and Smith bring their forensic skills as attorneys to analyze the evidence and present an
irrefutable case that the CIA not only knew of and approved the execution, but was instrumental
in making it happen. Cables from the agency disavowing any U.S. role in the murder were
merely attempts to provide plausible deniability for the Johnson administration.

The spirit of Che Guevara is as vibrant today as it ever was. Protestors in the Arab spring
could be seen carrying posters of his image. For all those inspired by the example of a man who
once said “a true revolutionary is motivated by feelings of love” the violent, unlawful murder
exposed in Who Killed Che? will be a both a revelation and a source of anger.
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