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LESSON OBJECTIVES
(Specific points of information to complete the goal statement):

· Participants will identify the issues that are more likely to take place on campus regularly.

· Participants will examine and identify five contributing factors to school and youth      violence.

· Participants will identify five effective strategies for working with and responding to youth.

· INSTRUCTOR'S LESSON PLAN

I.
PREPARATION
(Student Motivation / Opening Statement)

The instructor will provide an example or statement of why this topic is important to a school/campus based law enforcement officer.

II.
PRESENTATION
(Implementation of Instruction)

KEY TOPIC POINTS



        ELABORATION ON KEY POINTS

	An Overview of School Violence

· Columbine

· Virginia Tech

· Peducah 

· Pearl

· Jonesboro


	* Some of the details at Columbine: How many died that day? 15 total, 12 peers & 1 educator and of course the gunmen killed themselves. How many did plan to kill that day? What was their goal? (500)



	Recent Incident of School Violence

· Chardon, Ohio

· Wind River Wyoming


	These can and should change regularly to keep up with Current events



	Violent Deaths at School

· Violent deaths at school accounted for less than 1 % homicides/suicides among children age 5-18 (2003-2010)

· 2003-2010 – 116 students were killed in 109 separate incidents (16.5 average per year)

· 1992-2006 – A decrease in student homicides, rates were higher for males and secondary students, but have remained stable in recent years

· More violent death during transition times, before and after school and during lunch

· Violent deaths are more likely to occur at the start of each semester

· Nearly 50% of violent crime perpetrators gave some type of warning sign


	

	So What’s Really Going On?

· Bullying/Cyber Bullying

· Fights

· Dating Violence

· Alcohol

· Drugs

· Gangs


	· Bullying/Cyber Bullying – The single biggest problem on any elementary and middle school campus is indeed bullying. No matter where you are. You will also make mention of peer sexual harassment here as well.

· Fights- are very common on many middle and high school campuses daily as well and one problem is that many districts don’t have policies in place for educators to break up fights

· Dating Violence- is very prevalent on high school campuses- In Texas we  haven’t had that shooter to come in and ramdonly start killing, but we have had loss of life and this is where some of those incidents have taken place

· Talk about the different ways that students may bring alcohol and drugs onto campus, sometimes right under our noses and we don’t even realize it. TxSSC provides workshops and trainings on this topic as well.

· Gangs are certainly a problem for many of our schools. The restrooms can be a very common place to actually beat someone into a gang during transitional periods. 



	Non-Fatal Victimization

· 2006 – 29 violent crimes at school per 1000 students (rape, sexual & aggravated assault, and robbery)

· 2007 – 32% of students reported being bullied & 4% being cyber-bullied

· Children who bully are more likely to get into fights, vandalize property, skip school and drop out


	

	What Are the Factors?

· The Media

· Parenting Practices

· Peer Pressure

· Drugs and Alcohol

· Easy Access to Weapons

· Schools Not Taking Action


	· Discuss TV, the Internet, Music etc. Teenagers and adolescents on average watch 8.5 hours of television per day. What are they seeing? Violence and Sex, Sex and Violence.

· Listen to the music that your children listen to. This is one way to challenge the negativity that they hear in a lot of today’s music, and not just hip-hop and rap.

· You really find out why some kids are the way they are when you meet mom or dad.

· Peer Pressure- A lot them wouldn’t do the things that they do and say if they weren’t trying to impress each other

· Where are they getting alcohol and drugs? Where are they getting Weapons?



	Know Your Students and the Risk Factors Involved & Create Strategies

· Individual Risk Factors

· Relationship Risk Factors

· Community/Societal Risk Factors


	

	Who Are The Victims

Students
Teachers

· From 1999 to 2003, annually teachers were victims of approximately 183,000 total nonfatal crimes at school, including 119,000 thefts and 65,000 violent crimes (rape, sexual assault, aggravated assault, robbery, and simple assault). 

· From 1999-2003, senior high school and middle/junior high school teachers were more likely victims of violent crimes than elementary teachers.
Among the violent crimes committed against teachers during this 5 year span, there were about 7,000 serious violent crimes annually, including rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.

Averaging about 39 crimes per 1000 teachers, including 25 thefts, and 14 violent crimes.


	· Students in grades 6-10 are more likely to be a victim of violence more than any other group of students

· First year high school female teachers are targeted more often than any other group of students. Talk about why that may be. They are often not only harassed by students, but other staff as well.



	5 Myths about Youth Violence

· Juvenile violence is increasing

· Juveniles are more violent than adults

· School Violence is increasing

· School homicides are increasing

· There is a realistic possibility of a student perpetrated homicide at your school


	*Think about who is actually committing more crime on a regular basis. Many more 18-25 year olds are arrested and involved in serious crime than 17 year olds and under.

* School violence has been holding steady for the last ten to 15 years, we just hear more about it when it happens and we can even see the event taking place live on television today



	Types of Weapons Used in School Violence

· Knives

· Baseball Bats

· Hockey Sticks

· Handguns

· Semi’s

· Assault Rifles


	

	School Violence: Where Does It Happen?

· Under staircases

· Unsupervised classrooms

· Restrooms

· Gymnasiums

· Lockers

· Cafeterias/Lunchrooms

· Parking lots


	*Generally speaking, anywhere that is unsupervised is where you are going to have some real problems.

* Of course the most common areas are the restrooms! Why is that?



	The Perpetrators:  Who Commits the Crimes?

· Two types of violence committed by perpetrators in schools.
· Violence by trespassers
· Violence by enrolled students
· What Causes A student to behave in a Violent manner

· An accidental bump
· To think someone is weak or a nerd
· A look or stare
· Dislike for a person
· Gossip


	* Students don’t need a logical explanation to act out in violent manner!

 * Talk about the way that gossip can really contribute to fights and over all violence in general.



	School Safety Strategies

· Multi – Hazard EOP’s

· Safety and Security Audits

· Unified School Safety and Security Standards/Best Practices

· Parents as Monitors and Teachers’ Aides

· Conflict Resolution Programs

· Staff Monitoring and Guards

· Teacher Crisis Meetings

· Teacher Team Meetings

· Extended School Hours

· Classes for Parents

· Additional Strategies


	* Texas School Districts are required to have a multi-hazard EOP based on the four phases of the emergency management system 1.Mitigation/prevention 2. preparedness 3. response 4. recovery

 * District audits are to be conducted once every three years.

· Unified school safety standards- Although not law, but certainly recommended and also built upon the emergency management system.

· Parent/ as monitors and teachers aids can be very effective in the hall ways and strategically placed near restrooms. Make sure that background checks are conducted on all volunteers. Why is this important?

· Teacher Team meetings- a great way for teachers to address what is working or not with particular students that they all have on a daily rotational basis

· Extended school hours- The first two hours right after school is when students get into the most trouble- find something for them to do and take part in during that time.




III.
APPLICATION:
Planning for student to practice or apply new knowledge 



(where applicable)

Write down one thing that you’ve gotten from this presentation today that you will take back to your school or community and apply with the youth your working with to make a difference with them. 

IV.
EVALUATION:
Final check of student's comprehension of material presented

1. What are some of the things lacking with today’s youth compared to the youth of the earlier generations?

2. Contributing Factors to school violence, why are these so important to us?

3. The Myths- What were some of the things we discussed?

4. Strategies- What are some of the things that will help us improve the overall safety of our campuses?

V.
REFERENCES:

National Crime Victimization Survey

National Center for Education Statistics

U.S. Department of Education

U.S. Department of Justice

Center for Disease Control

The Virginia Youth Violence Project

Visionary Leaders Institute 
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