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Institute for Criminal Justice Studies
School- Based Law Enforcement: Basic
(Child Abuse Preliminary Investigation)
OBJECTIVES

·  The student will be able to identify examples of child abuse and requirements for protection of child as defined in the Texas Family Code 262.104.

· The student will be able to identify factors to consider for probable cause to arrest in child abuse cases. PC 5.04, CCP Chapter 14 & 14.03
· The student will be able to identify questions that must be answered in a preliminary investigation of child abuse.
· The student will be able to identify appropriate procedures and considerations in handling a child abuse case.
· The student will be able to identify and/or list requirements of a child abuse investigation report.

INITIAL INVESTIGATIVE PROCEDURES 

· Is the child in immediate physical danger? 

PROTECTIVE CUSTODY?

· Does the child need to be placed in ________________custody? (Family Code, Sec. 262.104 – An authorized representative of the Texas Dept. of Family and Child Protective Services (DFCPS), a law enforcement officer, or a juvenile probation officer may take possession of a child without a court order when certain conditions exist.) 

Family Code Sec.262.104


Guidelines for Determining Whether Protective Custody is immediately Warranted, and There is No Time to Obtain a Temporary Restraining Order or Attachment under Sec. 262.104 Family. Code.

· The ________________ or ___________ maltreatment is such that the child has suffered or could suffer damage to body or mind if left there; (would the care provider take out their anger against the child when the officer departs?)

Family Code Sec.262.104 Continued

· Although the child is in immediate need of ________________ or ________________ care, the care provider refuses to obtain it.

· The child’s ___________, ________________, or __________________condition makes self-protection impossible.

· The child possesses some characteristics the care provider views as __________________.

Family Code Sec.262.104Continued

· The care provider is _____________ the child or is resorting to physical force too severe to be considered reasonable discipline.

· The physical __________________ of the home is an immediate threat to the child’s physical health or safety.

· The care provider’s _______________or _______________condition poses a threat to the child’s physical health or safety.

Family Code Sec.262.104Continued

· The family has a history of ____________the child from outsiders.

· The family has a history of prior hiding the child or allegations of _________________________or neglect.

·  Care providers have _____________ the child.

Probable Cause to Arrest ? 

Penal Code Art. 5.04. Duties of Peace Officers.


(a)  The primary duties of a peace officer who investigates a family violence allegation or who responds to a disturbance call that may involve family violence are to ____________ any potential ____________of family violence, enforce the law of this state, enforce a protective order from another jurisdiction as provided by Chapter 88, Family Code, and make lawful arrests of violators.  

Code of Criminal Procedure
(Chapter 14) Arrest without warrant


(a)  A peace officer or any other person, may, without a warrant, _____________an offender when the offense is committed in his presence or within his view, if the offense is one classed as a felony or as an offense against the public peace. 


(b)  A peace officer may arrest an offender without a ________________for any offense committed in his presence or within his view. 
Probable Cause

_____________ ______________exists where the police have reasonably trustworthy information sufficient to warrant a reasonable person to believe a particular person has committed or is committing an offense. Gunnels v. State, 2004 Tex. App. 

Art. 14.03. Authority of Peace Officers.

Any peace officer may arrest, without warrant:  


(2) persons who the peace officer has probable cause to believe have committed an _____________ resulting in bodily injury to another person and the peace officer has probable cause to believe that there is danger of further bodily injury to that person;  


(4) persons who the peace officer has _____________ ________________to believe have committed an offense involving family violence; 

ELEMENTS of  CRIME


THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MUST CONSIDER IF THERE ARE “ELEMENTS OF A CRIME” WHEN INVESTIGATING. 

· Was a _____________committed and, if so, what was it?

· To make such a determination, the officer must know the _____________________related provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, Penal Code, and Family Code.

INJURY TO THE CHILD

Severity of the injury.
· Child’s _______________ physical condition.

· Known history of the child being a____________ of child abuse. 

· Collectable _______________ evidence of child abuse exists.

Characteristics of the Injury


The Characteristics of the injury serve as a ______________________________to the officer (what appear to be cigarette burns, or shape of an instrument injury to child’s skin).

HOW THE INJURY OCCURRED 

· The party _______________ for the abuse or neglect must be identified.

· The injury is ________________ with the account given by the caretaker.

· ________________ or _______________ attitude by the  caretaker.

· ____________________ stories given by one or more caretakers and/or the child.

CONFESSION BY OFFENDER 


CONFESSION BY CARETAKER OR OTHER OFFENDER provides sufficient grounds to _______________. (Articles 38.21, 38.22, and 38.23, Code of Criminal Procedure, outlines when the accused’s statements can and can’t be used in evidence against him/her.  

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION QUESTIONS 

· _________________ did it occur?

· _______________________ did it occur?

· ________________ it _________________ before?

· _________________is the condition of the home?

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION
QUESTIONS - continued

·  What are the caretaker’s ______________and ______________ conditions?

·  What is the _____________ - _____________ relationship?

·  Who had ___________________ to the child?

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION QUESTIONS - continued

· Is the child likely to be ________________to further harm?
· Were there any _______________ present at the time of the abuse or neglect?

· What is the ____________ of other children present?

Emergency Case

· It’s the officer’s ______________to remove the child if there is an immediate danger to his/her physical health and safety.

· Ensure the child receives immediate _________________attention, if required.

· _______________________injuries.

Emergency Case

· Write a complete ____________ on ________________, including physician’s remarks.

· Treat the location of child abuse like any_____________________– collect evidence, such as the instrument used to inflict the injuries if it can be identified. 
· Check child’s ________________ _________________for previous indication of abuse.
Non-Emergency Case 

· Observe ____________________________of the child.
· Consider caretaker’s _____________________toward the child.
· Consider ________________ general environment, including living conditions, health, and moral hazards

Interview all parties involved

· _____________________
· ___________________
______________________
· _____________________ 

__________________
· ___________________.

BACKGROUND CHECK

· Check DFPS records for ________________ or reports regarding the caretaker and child in question.

· Evaluate ______________of abuse to determine if it may continue and endanger this child’s safety.

· Remember…_____________ & ________________ physical and behavioral indicators of abuse and neglect.

INVESTIGATION REPORT
(REPORT – INTRODUCTION)  

· How _________________or became aware of the case.

· Time notified and time of _____________on scene will help establish a time frame for occurrence of the offense.

· ___________________ at scene.

INVESTIGATION REPORT (REPORT – INTRODUCTION)

· Type of ________________involved

· ____________________ location.

· If victim is en route to __________________, by what means and who is doing the transporting.
INVESTIGATION REPORT (REPORT – INTRODUCTION)

· Who was with the _____________names of suspects(s) and witness(s).

· Who ________________the victim at what time.

· Who ____________the abuse and at what time.

INVESTIGATION REPORT (REPORT – INTRODUCTION)

· ______________or other caretakers’ whereabouts.

· _______________ of parents/caretakers regarding alleged offense.

SCENE SUMMARY

· Make description ______________of the scene (Crime Scene Sketch)
· Identification of the _____________, and by whom.
· Victim’s state of _______________or ________________
SCENE SUMMARY

·  Identification of any_______________.

· Use body ___________________________and indicate all observable bite, burn, bruise and cut marks – describe in detail in your notes

· Address and where on ________________ abuse occurred.

SCENE EVIDENCE 


Photograph the victim and injury.

Photograph the scene 

· Outside of the ________________.

· _______________ the residence where abuse or injury occurred.

· If not a residence, photograph entire _____________scene area.

Photograph the scene

· Photograph ___________________where it is discovered.

 Appropriately ____________and ____________all evidence and maintain chain of command.

HOSPITAL INVESTIGATION

· Obtain name of admitting person(s), _______________personnel, and physician.

· Request victim’s parent(s) sign a release of _____________information form.

HOSPITAL INVESTIGATION

· Ask attending _______________ for opinion as to the nature and cause of injuries and if any evidence or symptoms exist indicating previous injury or neglect.

· ___________________ medical personnel as to parents’ attitude toward  child and injury.
· Obtain ___________ copies of the_______________ report.

MEDICAL EXAMINATION

· Description of _____________, location and manner of occurrence.
· _____________ of injury.

Injuries in various stages

· Initial injury – RED

· 6-12 hours – BLUE

· 12-24 hours – BLACK - PURPLE

· 4-6 days – GREEN TINT - DARK

· 5-10 days – PALE GREEN TO YELLOW - BROWN TINT

AUTOPSY EXAMINATION

· If autopsy, request any _____________, result of autopsy, and description of body, (Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 49, Inquests Upon Dead Bodies)

TEAM PRACTICAL EXERCISE 

· TEAM I: Identify examples of child abuse and requirements for protection of child as defined in the Texas Family Code 262.104 as defined in the Texas Family Code.

· TEAM II: Identify factors to consider for probable cause to arrest in child abuse cases. PC 5.04, CCP Chapter 14 & 14.03
TEAM PRACTICAL EXERCISE

· TEAM III: Identify questions that must be answered in a preliminary investigation of child abuse.

· TEAM IV: identify appropriate procedures and considerations in handling a child abuse case.

· TEAM V: Identify and/or list requirements of a child abuse investigation report.
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