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· This is a clash of civilizations. Militant Jihad is a religious duty before god

· Only two camps exist. There can be no middle ground in an apocalyptic showdown between Islam & “the force of evil” defined not merely as “the West” but also secular Muslims  

· Violence by Muslims in the defense of Islam is the only solution.   Peaceful co-existence with the West is a dangerous illusion

· Many of the theological and legal restrictions on the use of violence by Muslims do not apply to this war (all measures are legal)

Elements of Al Qaeda Strategy
· U.S. power is based on its economy. Therefore, large-scale, mass-casualty attacks – especially focused on U.S. and other Western economy targets -- are a primary goal.

· “Apostate” regimes must go. Muslim governments that cooperate with the West and that have not imposed “Sharia” law are religiously unacceptable and must be violently overthrown.       
Al Qaeda’s Master Plan in 7 Phases
· The First Phase – “The Awakening” (2000 – 2003)

· The Second Phase – “Opening Eyes” (2003–2006 - the current phase) 

· The Third Phase – “Arising and Standing Up” (2007– 2010)

· The Fourth Phase – Overthrowing secular Arab regimes (2010-2013)  

·  The Fifth Phase – Declaration of the Islamic State or Caliphate

                                   (2013 – 2016)

· The Sixth Phase – A total war between the Islamic army and the infidels (From 2016 onward) 

· The Seventh Phase – “Definitive Victory”
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