
Leading in Times of Civil Crisis and Uncertainty 

As we take stock of the year we have all endured which seemed 

replete with hatred, contempt, and insensitivity toward everyone 

not exactly like ourselves, I am reminded that there is a higher 

purpose and a greater good. I watch now as those in despair march 

in protest, I see their tears of frustration and pain, I feel sorrow 

for those who came here in search of prosperity but now feel the 

sting of intolerance, and I see hatred and bewilderment visible on 

the faces of those on both sides of the issues as they gaze into the 

uncertainty of the future. Both sides claim the higher moral 

ground and neither side is receptive to the feelings of those who 

see the world differently. As a result faith, love, and compassion 

are challenged once again as the only things that can overcome 

evil, intolerance, persecution, and tyranny. Let us hope that as a 

society we find the wisdom discovered in the lessons learned from 

the past and that we acquire the strength to refrain from making 

the same mistakes that our predecessors fell victim to as they 

searched for the right path toward kindness and tolerance. 
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The temptation many of us fall 

victim to as leaders in the law 

and justice professions is to re-

frain from active involvement in 

social issues. Instead we as-

sume our normal reactive pos-

ture of responding to civil unrest 

rather than preventing it. In fact, 

unrest is already happening and 

will likely just get worse if we fail 

to take steps to mitigate the ha-

tred and self-righteousness that 

accompany times like these. 

Somehow we have been taught 

to believe that only elected politi-

cal leaders have a role in calm-

ing and reassuring those who 

feel the uncertainty of such 

times, but I would argue just the 

opposite point of view. 

As members of the criminal jus-

tice community I would put forth 

the proposition that no one un-

derstands the pain and suffering 

that has occurred, and which is 

likely to continue to intensify as a 

result of this divisive election, 

like we do.  We know for certain 

that there are those who will use 

this circumstance to prey upon 

the weak, vulnerable, and ex-

posed.  We also know that there 

are throngs of people who look 

to us for strength, reassurance, 

and protection before they be-

come victims. It is our role to bal-

ance the scales of justice after a 

crime has occurred but also to 

prevent tyranny and lawless-

ness. As leaders of the law and 

justice profession, we simply 

cannot allow this to happen. As 

opposed to a reactionary per-

spective about the impending 

civil crisis, we need to look for 

ways to send a message of toler-

ance, civility, and respect to 

those on either side of the issues 

long before they use this situa-

tion to take out their pent up an-

ger and frustration on the inno-

cent.  For those immune to rea-

son and decency, we must send 

a clear message that using this 

situation as an excuse to relieve 

their anger will never be tolerat-

ed. 

I am of the opinion that the inten-

sity of the message that was 

aimed at numerous factions of 

our society by some who sought 

to galvanize voters in order to 

get themselves elected also de-

mands our attention.  Above all 

else, we serve the Constitution 

of the United States and alt-

hough there are three distinct 

branches of government, only 

one of them has the authority to  

arrest, prosecute, and imprison 

those who violate the rights of all 

who live under its protections. It 

is important and essential that 

each of us send a clear and con-

cise message to those elected 

that there are limits to power  

and there are consequences for 

decisions and actions which 

seek to victimize some for the 

favor of the majority. 

Don’t just wait for news of atroci-

ty to cross your desk. Prevent it 

from happening. Send a mes-

sage that everyone in your juris-

diction will be protected.   

We all serve the Constitution. 
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