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The Importance of Perspective

Celebrating One Trillion Miles Traveled
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What is important to recognize
about perspective is not that it is
an ending point, but rather, that
our perspective also serves as a
point of departure for all of our
subsequent decisions and judg-
ments about future issues. We
use perspective as an anchor
point for our beliefs about the
world and gauge each new fact
or discovery relative to its perti-
nence and impact upon our ex-
isting core beliefs (or perspec-
tive). Unfortunately, perspective
(or the lack thereof) can be a
contaminating influence in the
search for truth.

People who firmly believed that
the earth was flat made subse-
quent judgments about our im-
portance within the universe, reli-
gion, and political beliefs based
on this fallacy. Values were
formed that placed the earth in a
special position within the uni-
verse. Religious dogma was
shaped to reinforce the belief
that since the stars revolved
around the earth then our planet
must be the center of all things,
and extrapolated this to mean
that we humans were exception-
al creatures in comparison to all
others and as such, merited a
position of supreme importance.
Obviously, later discoveries by
Copernicus and Galileo altered
this view of the universe, result-
ing in a need to reassess every-
thing we knew to be true and ab-
solute one minute prior to their
discoveries. Many  however
simply could not accept these
revelations and rejected their im-
plications because the signifi-
cance of this new information
stood in direct conflict with their
long held perspective. For many,
delusion was preferable to en-
lightenment.

An excellent demonstration of
the importance of perspective
can be found in the question,
‘how many directions are you
moving, this very minute”. | have
used this question for decades to
profile the importance of per-
spective in critical thinking. Invar-
iably, when | ask this question of
a classroom full of students, | got
a plethora of responses. Mostly
the students simply guessed and
shouted out a number that they
hope was correct, but when |
challenged their assertion by
saying, “you’re not moving at all
are you, because you're sitting in
this classroom”, they unanimous-
ly agreed that it cannot be possi-
ble to be moving while sitting
still. This is the same group
mindset has caused countless
cultures to form inaccurate con-
clusions and values about the
world. As | explained that their
perspective of sitting still and
motionless was wrong, and in
fact, they are moving in four dis-
tinctly different directions at
once, they began to notice a
fracture in their collective per-
spective.

| began by reminding them that
they are moving in an arc around
the planet, as it orbits its axis at
about one thousand miles per
hour. Additionally, | pointed out
that they are moving around the
Sun as the earth travels in its or-
bital path. To make matters more
complicated, the Sun is traveling
around the spiral arm of the
Milky Way galaxy,
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while the galaxy itself travels away from the center of the universe. Therefore, essentially, each of
us is moving in four different directions at the same time, while sitting perfectly still. Our perspective
however is limited by our failure to sense any of these motions and it's not hard to imagine how it is
that people conclude (falsely) that they are anchored firmly to their seat and sitting perfectly still.

In truth we are moving in four spatial directions simultaneously and at the incredible velocity of near-
ly two million miles per hour. To be more precise, as we sit perfectly still we orbit the earth at about
1000 mph. Next, the earth orbits the sun at about 67,000 mph. The sun orbits the galaxy at about
514,000 mph. And finally, the galaxy moves away from the center of the universe at an astonishing
1,339,000 miles per hour. Combined, this relative velocity equals about 1,921,000 miles per hour in
four directions, at the same time, within our three dimensional space.

This relative velocity translates into an unimaginable number of miles traveled each year of about 17
billion miles. As we orbit the earth’s axis we cover about 8,760,000 miles annually (24,000 miles a
day times 365 days a year). As the earth orbits the sun we travel another 585 billion miles each year
(67000 mph times x 24 x 365). As the sun moves along its path around the Milky Way galaxy we
add another 4 billion 231 million miles traveled to our annual total (514,000 mph x 24 x 365). Finally,
as our galaxy moves away from the center of the Big Bang at a velocity of 1.3 million mph, we cover
another 11 billion, 388 million miles traveled every year. Combined our annual miles traveled
through the universe totals approximately 16,837,960,000 miles.

The importance of this exercise in perspective can be found in pointing out that false conclusions
are an easy thing to fall victim to and all too often, many of our perspectives are found to be based
on previously inaccurate conclusions. It is important to remember that perspective matters in deter-
mining absolute truth and we need to be careful to avoid falling victim to haphazard acceptance of
incorrect prior beliefs, as we endeavor to extend the reach of human knowledge. Nothing should be
taken for granted and everything that we think we know for certain should be reassessed
(continually) based on new information. Simply having our eyes open does not assure the attain-
ment of truth, especially if our minds are closed because of limited perspective. If we fail to fully un-
derstand the point of departure we occupy because of our limited perspective before we search for
new discoveries, and if that point of departure is predicated on a fallacy that we have previously ac-
cepted as true, then our perspective is inaccurate and everything we build on top of it is contaminat-
ed.

| am delighted to say that as | write these words, | have completed 23,115 orbits around the earth,
and sixty-three complete orbits around the sun. Relative to my orbital movement around the galaxy |
regret to say that | have only traveled a small fraction of the distance needed to complete just one
revolution around the galaxy (230 million years to go around just once). And, relative to the enormity
of the universe, | have traveled for no more than an insignificant distance relative to the immense
size of the universe as measured from the center of the Big Bang to farthest regions of space that
we can detect (13.8 billion light years). The grand total of the distance | have traveled during my life-
time is impressive however and has now surpassed one trillion miles.

1,060,791,500,000 miles to be exact.
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