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“He handed me his card and from that day forward Michael Cohen has been
my ‘one phone call’ in New York City. Michael Cohen paved the way to the New
York City I will always know.”

In May 2010, [ completed my education in fashion design at Syracuse
University and moved two weeks later to Manhattan. [ had interned at Barneys New
York on Madison Avenue — [ loved the store — it was an easy decision of where |
would start my career.

I grew up in a small town in Massachusetts — I attended public schools K-12
— I knew nothing of designer labels — I just loved fashion and luxury. I was raised
on values of hard work and discipline, recognizing right from wrong, to treat others
how you wanted to be treated, and always stand up for what you believed in. My
mother would drive us by Wellesley College, park the car and point: ‘Hillary Rodham
went to school here and she is going to be the first female President of the United
States of America.’ | was raised to dream big; that if you followed your passion the
money would come. I was 21 years old when I moved to New York City, wide eyed,
naive, and hungry to make my way in the world of fashion. Michael Cohen, his wife
Laura, and his daughter Samantha were the first people  met in the Big Apple.

It was the summer of 2010 and Samantha was heading back to school. Her
father, Michael, brought her in to Barneys to shop for her back-to-school wardrobe.
This kid was beyond her years. At 14 years old, she knew what she wanted; she had
priorities and work ethic. She could have cared less about having anything, she tried
on a few pairs of shoes that day, she was going to ‘think it through’.

As I helped Samantha, I noticed her father had accompanied her. Michael was
on the phone that day, but as I finished with Samantha he hung up the phone and
asked me in classic Michael Cohen fashion: ‘who are you? ] don’t know you." He
asked me a few rapid fire questions, I answered, and then countered with ‘who are
you?'.

He handed me his card and from that day forward Michael Cohen has been
my ‘one phone call’ in New York City.

Michael Cohen paved the way to the New York City [ will always know. He
introduced me to everyone; he brought me countless clients at Barneys and
remained fiercely loyal to me wherever ] traveled down Madison and Fifth Avenue
in the world of luxury retail. | will remain eternally grateful for the doors Michael
and Laura opened for me.

[ have an identical twin sister, Julia, who has alse lived in Manhattan since
studying at NYU. She met Michael and Laura one night in the neighborhood when
walking home from work. He recognized her as my twin. From that day forward, he
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adopted her as well.

Michael Cohen is above all things a family man, putting family over
everything. He has met every member of my family when they have visited for the
weekend from Boston. He has a genuine interest in people. His purpose: to connect
people. It fills Michael up to know he can be of service to friends and countless
acquaintances. I am indebted to Michael Cohen for showing me that whoever you
are, wherever you come from — we all have a story to share. Michael takes the time
to know your story.

IfThad to offer one instance, a testimony, on Michael Cohen'’s character: the
story of ‘SAVE JIM'S SHOE REPAIR’ speaks volumes and demonstrates a true
reflection of the man behind the name.

Like the Cohen family, I reside on the Upper East Side. I like to support small
business in the neighborhood when I can. It was 2014. The 86th year old shoe repair
— a fourth generation operation on East 59th Street — the premiere destination to
get your shoes shined, the place where everybody knows your name, was on the
brink of closing its doors. The original shoe shine remained intact, yet some how
this heritage business had not been landmarked, rents were rising, and ‘Jim’s Shoe
Repair’ was about to be pushed out by Duane Reade. An age old story — the
corporate monster against the mom-and-pop shop.

As a 25 year old woman, if I couldn’t believe in the American Dream, what
else was there left to believe in? | told the Rocco Family, owners of ‘Jim'’s Shoe
Repair’, ‘don’t worry, I know the right person’. Michael Cohen. Within an hour, Fox 5
was camped out on the corner of 59th between Park and Madison. Within days, the
Daily News, the New York Post took notice of the cry for help. We made so much
noise in the neighborhood, the landlord backed down; Jim’s renewed a lease for a
decade.

As a millennial, coming up in a time of war, economic depression, fewer job
opportunities, widened wage gaps, Michael gave me hope. Michael showed me one
person could start a movement. Michael Cohen taught me to scream from the roof as
loud as you can when you believe in something — because you can make a
difference. He showed me how to be a mover and a shaker and to own it, every step
of the way.

In 2015, my sister and I considered launching our own business — a
personal styling concierge for teenagers. We were so certain THIS was our big
break. It was a summer day; Michael cleared his schedule for us and brought us up
to the 26th floor of Trump Tower.

He gave us the stage — we spent four hours at his office. Moving through
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Michael Cohen, the family man, loyal, strong, resilient, a survivor. Someone

destined to carry a heavy load, but persevere in the end. It is a great privilege to call
Michael Cohen my friend.
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