DCCC POLITICAL MEMO

TO:		Leader Pelosi
FROM:	Ian Russell, DCCC Political Director (cell: 402-429-7941)
DATE:	December 1, 2015
RE: 		Pennsylvania Political Update


POLITICAL OVERVIEW

In Pennsylvania, Democrats hold just five of the eighteen congressional seats. Redistricting in 2012 made most Republican-held seats more challenging, and as a result no seats changed hands during the 2014 cycle despite a Democratic victory in the gubernatorial race. The most competitive seats in Pennsylvania are in the Philadelphia area, with the most compelling opportunity being the now-open PA-08, held by retiring Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick. 

2015 Supreme Court Races – On November 3rd 2015 Democratic-backed candidates swept three of three Pennsylvania Supreme Court races giving Democrats a majority in that body.  The Supreme Court plays a role in legislative – but not congressional – redistricting in Pennsylvania.

Governor – In 2010, Republican Governor Tom Corbett defeated Democrat Dan Onorato with 54.5% of the vote. Gov. Corbett was involved in a number of controversial moves during his term in office, including the unpopular privatization of the state run liquor stores and the failure of Corbett’s office as Attorney General to investigate several allegations against Jerry Sandusky at Penn State University.

Businessman Tom Wolf won the May 20, 2014 primary with 57.8% of the vote and defeated Corbett by nearly ten points in the general election. 

Lt. Governor – In 2014, Jim Cawley was Corbett’s running mate, moving through the Republican primary unopposed (the winner of each party’s primary nomination joins the gubernatorial candidate’s ticket in Pennsylvania). Democrat Michael Stack won the Democratic nomination with 46.7% of the vote. Former Congressman Mark Critz came in a distant 2nd place with 15.8% of the vote. Wolf and Stack defeated Corbett and Cawley in November.

Senator – In 2010, Senator Pat Toomey defeated former Congressman Joe Sestak 51% - 49%. Congressman Sestak is vying for a rematch with Senator Toomey in 2016. Sestak will face two other Democrats in the 2016 primary; Former Wolf Chief of Staff Katie McGinty and Braddock Mayor John  Fetterman.  

Senator Bob Casey was re-elected in 2012, defeating Republican Tom Smith with 53.7% of the vote. 

Attorney General – In 2012, Kathleen Kane became the first woman and the first Democrat elected Attorney General of Pennsylvania. In 2015, she was indicted for leaking grand jury information. She is the current Attorney General of Pennsylvania. 
KEY ELECTION DATES
Presidential primary: April 26, 2016
Non-presidential primary: April 26, 2016
General: November 8, 2016

KEY CONGRESSIONAL RACES

The key Pennsylvania races are PA-06, PA-07 and PA-08, all in the Philadelphia suburbs.
6

PA-06 (Rep. Ryan Costello) Congressman Mike Gerlach did not seek re-election in 2014. Manan Trivedi, who lost in 2010 and 2012 here, ran for the third time and lost to Republican Chester County Commissioner Ryan Costello. Army veteran and businessman Mike Parrish is running as a Democrat here. His 2016 campaign is struggling to build support and raise money. Parrish withdrew from the race before the primary in 2014. DCCC is currently working with EMILYs List to recruit another Democrat into the race. The majority of this district is in the Philadelphia media market. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]PA-06 DISTRICT SUMMARY
FINANCIAL INFO
2015 Q3 Candidate Summary
Name
Party
Q3 Raised
Q3 Spent
Q3 COH
Cycle Raised
Ryan Costello
R
$251,260.00
$94,780.00
$739,243.00
$902,744.00
Mike Parrish
D
$28,918.00
$48,094.00
$26,445.00
$74,517.00

2014 Candidate Cycle Summary
Name
Party
Cycle Raised
Cycle Spent
Ending COH
Manan Trivedi
D
$940,941
$914,386
$6,931
Ryan Costello
R
$1,786,118
$1,573,649
$193,410

2014 Major Democratic v. Republican IE Spending
Name
Party
IE
DCCC
D
$0
House Majority PAC
D
$0
Other Democratic Spending
D
$0
NRCC
R
$845
Other Republican Spending
R
$242,850
All Democratic Spending  

$0
All Republican Spending  

$243,695




$243,695

2012 DCCC Full Itemized Spending
Name
Field
IE
Other Spending
Total
DCCC
$27,405.00
$11,000.00
$34.38
$38,439.38


























ELECTION RESULTS
Congressional Statistics
(2 Party Only)
Cycle
W/L
Candidate
Party
Vote
2014
L
TRIVEDI
DEM
43.7%
2014
W
COSTELLO
REP
56.3%
2012
L
TRIVEDI
DEM
42.9%
2012
W
GERLACH
REP
57.1%
2010
L
(redistricting)
DEM
41.0%
2010
W
(redistricting)
REP
59.0%

Presidential Statistics
(2 Party Only)
Cycle
Candidate
Party
Vote
2012
OBAMA
DEM
48.8%
2012
ROMNEY
REP
51.2%
2008
OBAMA
DEM
53.6%
2008
McCAIN
REP
46.4%

DISTRICT DATA
DPI 	50.1%
AfAm 	3.9% Hispanic 	3.9%
Other	4.4%
 Total Minority 	12.2%

MAJOR CITIES
Lebanon
Pottstown

MEDIA MARKETS
Philadelphia (93%) 
$630 (Politics) / $756 (Issue)

Harrisburg-Lancaster-York (7%)
$167 (Politics) / $200 (Issue)
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PA-07 (Rep. Pat Meehan) Congressman Pat Meehan was reelected in 2014 by more than 20 points, facing only token opposition from Mary Ellen Balchunis in this suburban Philadelphia district. This seat was held by Democrat Joe Sestak until he vacated it in 2010 to run for US Senate. Meehan is a target in 2016 due to improved turnout levels during the presidential cycle. DCCC has recruited pastor Bill Golderer to run here. He announced in early November and will face 2014 candidate Balchunis, as well as 24 year old Princeton graduate, Lindy Li in the Democratic primary.
































PA-07 DISTRICT SUMMARY
FINANCIAL INFO
2015 Q3 Candidate Summary
Name
Party
Q3 Raised
Q3 Spent
Q3 COH
Cycle Raised
Pat Meehan
R
$211,699.00
$142,040.00
$2,077,573.00
$867,721.00

2014 Candidate Cycle Summary
Name
Party
Cycle Raised
Cycle Spent
Ending COH
Pat Meehan
D
$1,979,151
$1,355,453
$1,723,017
Mary Ellen Balchunis
R
$93,374
$89,104
$256

2014 Major Democratic v. Republican IE Spending
Name
Party
IE
DCCC
D
$0
House Majority PAC
D
$0
Other Democratic Spending
D
$0
NRCC
R
$0
Other Republican Spending
R
$10,942.00
All Democratic Spending  

$0
All Republican Spending  

$10,942.00




$10,942.00
2012 DCCC Full Itemized Spending
Name
Field
IE
Other Spending
Total
$0
$9,000.00
$34.38
$9,034.38
$0


























MEDIA MARKETS
Philadelphia (97%) 
$630 (Politics) / $756 (Issue)

Harrisburg-Lancaster-Lebanon-York (3%)
$167 (Politics) / $200 (Issue)


DISTRICT DATA
DPI 	50.9%
AfAm	4.8% Hispanic 	2.4%
Other	4.8% 
Total Minority 	12.0%

MAJOR CITIES
Greater Philadelphia

ELECTION RESULTS
Congressional Statistics
(2 Party Only)
Cycle
W/L
Candidate
Party
Vote
2014
L
BALCHUNIS
DEM
38.0%
2014
W
MEEHAN
REP
62.0%
2012
L
BADEY
DEM
40.6%
2012
W
MEEHAN
REP
59.4%
2010
L
(redistricting)
DEM
39.9%
2010
W
(redistricting)
REP
60.1%

Presidential Statistics
(2 Party Only)
Cycle
Candidate
Party
Vote
2012
OBAMA
DEM
49.1%
2012
ROMNEY
REP
50.9%
2008
OBAMA
DEM
51.7%
2008
McCAIN
REP
48.3%
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PA-08 (OPEN) The President lost this district in 2012 by the closest margin at the congressional district level in the country.  In 2014, former Army Ranger and CIA officer Kevin Strouse was our Red to Blue candidate in this suburban Philadelphia district. Strouse lost to incumbent Republican Fitzpatrick by more than 20 points in a tough cycle. With an open seat due to Fitzpatrick’s retirement, as well as presidential cycle turnout, the DCCC is bullish on this district in 2016. State Rep. Steve Santarsiero has announced his candidacy in January of 2015 and will face 2014 primary candidate Shaunessy Naughton, a businesswoman and scientist from Bucks County. DCCC has been neutral in this primary contest. EMILYs List has shown significant interest in Naughton’s campaign again this cycle. The Republican candidates for this seat include state Rep. Scott Petri (likely frontrunner), former Bucks Commissioner Andy Warren and retired Marine and businessman Tom Manion.

































PA-08 DISTRICT SUMMARY
FINANCIAL INFO
2015 Q3 Candidate Summary
Name
Party
Q3 Raised
Q3 Spent
Q3 COH
Cycle Raised
Shaughnessy Naughton
D
$283,224.00
$83,944.00
$441,452.00
$603,133.00
Steve Santarsiero
D
$160,754.00
$112,264.00
$331,342.00
$538,427.00
Andrew Warren
R
$12,810.00
$1,178.00
$11,631.00
$12,810.00

2014 Candidate Cycle Summary
Name
Party
Cycle Raised
Cycle Spent
Ending COH
Kevin Strouse
D
$1,346,364
$1,326,258
$5,315
Michael Fitzpatrick
R
$3,052,062
$2,096,749
$1,167,233

2014 Major Democratic v. Republican IE Spending
Name
Party
IE
DCCC
D
$0
House Majority PAC
D
$0
Other Democratic Spending
D
$0
NRCC
R
$0
Other Republican Spending
R
$230,300
All Democratic Spending 

$0
All Republican Spending 

$230,300




$230,300

2012 DCCC Full Itemized Spending
Name
Field
IE
Other Spending
Total
DCCC
$92,925.00
$13,390.00
$7,534.38
$113,849.38





























MEDIA MARKETS
Philadelphia (100%) 
$630 (Politics) / $756 (Issue)


DISTRICT DATA
DPI 	52.8%
AfAm 	3.1% 
Hispanic 	3.6% 
Other	5.0% 
Total Minority 	11.7%

MAJOR CITIES
Doylestown
Bristol

ELECTION RESULTS
Congressional Statistics
(2 Party Only)
Cycle
W/L
Candidate
Party
Vote
2014
L
STROUSE
DEM
38.1%
2014
W
FITZPATRICK
REP
61.9%
2012
L
BOOCKVAR
DEM
43.4%
2012
W
FITZPATRICK
REP
56.6%
2010
L
(redistricting)
DEM
45.1%
2010
W
(redistricting)
REP
54.9%

Presidential Statistics
(2 Party Only)
Cycle
Candidate
Party
Vote
2012
OBAMA
DEM
50%
2012
ROMNEY
REP
50%
2008
OBAMA
DEM
53.8%
2008
McCAIN
REP
46.2%
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	District
	Democratic Candidate 
	Republican Candidate 
	D%
	R%
	Obama 2012 %

	PA-01
	Rep. Robert A. Brady
	Megan Ann Rath 
	80.84%
	17.16%
	83.0%

	PA-02
	Rep. Chaka Fattah
	James Armond
	87.70%
	12.30%
	91.0%

	PA-03
	Daniel Lavallee
	Rep. Mike Kelly
	39.37%
	60.63%
	43.7%

	PA-04
	Linda Thompson
	Rep. Scott Perry
	25.46%
	74.54%
	42.1%

	PA-05
	Kerith Taylor
	Rep. Glenn Thompson
	36.40%
	63.60%
	42.1%

	PA-06
	Manan Trivedi
	Rep. Ryan Costello
	43.71%
	56.29
	48.8%

	PA-07
	Mary Ellen Balchunis
	Rep. Patrick Meehan
	37.96%
	62.04%
	49.1%

	PA-08
	Kevin Strouse
	Rep. Mike G. Fitzpatrick 
	38.10%
	61.90%
	49.96%

	PA-09
	Alanna Hartzok
	Rep. Bill Shuster
	36.48%
	63.52%
	36.3%

	PA-10
	Scott Brion
	Rep. Tom Marino
	24.81%
	62.58%
	39.0%

	PA-11
	Andrew Ostrowski 
	Rep. Lou Barletta
	33.69%
	66.31%
	45.2%

	PA-12
	Erin McClelland 
	Rep. Keith Rothfus
	40.72%
	59.28%
	41.5%

	PA-13
	Rep. Brendan Boyle 
	Carson Adcock
	67.12%
	32.88%
	66.8%

	PA-14
	Rep. Mike Doyle 
	-
	100%
	-
	68.9%

	PA-15
	-
	Rep. Charlie Dent
	-
	100%
	48.5%

	PA-16
	Thomas Houghton 
	Rep. Joe Pitts
	42.28%
	57.72%
	46.9%

	PA-17
	Rep. Matt Cartright 
	David Moylan
	56.76%
	43.24%
	56.1%

	PA-18
	-
	Rep. Tim Murphy
	-
	100%
	41.4%
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