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NATIONAL SEGURITY CQUNCIL
August 25, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI

" [ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
FROM: NORTH/SOUTH . INSTRUCTIONS APPLY
SUBJECT: Evening Report .

Daily Activities (Erb)

North-South Initiatives. Garten chaired a session last

night at which S/P statf and some private consultants reviewed
possible North~South policies and actions that might be

taken in a climate that is hostile to major initiatives.

No conclusions yet, and further meetings and drafting will
take place over the next few weeks. (C)

Senate Consideration of foreign assistange bill. At different
times today and last week I discussed the aid bill with
Beckel, Bergsten, Albright, and Owen.'! Two possible approaches,
Beckel favors acceptance of Senate approval of the House aid
levels and elimination of the Cuba and Viet-Nam amendments as
well as the inevitable middle ground, emerge. Owen favors

a strong effort to restore half of the cuts made. in the

House, plus elimination of the two amendments. Bergsten's
consultations with Senate Appropriations Subcommittee members
indicate that Inouye will strike the Cuba and Viet~Nam
amendments but the situation regarding aid levels is unclear.
Inouye apparently favors cuts in the IDB, but he will restore
Asian Development Bank levels, and Schweiker may support an
increase in IDA. No one in the Senate showed any enthusiaanm
for a large restoration of -the House cuts. - (LOU) - - - - -

The situation has been complicated by the possibility of IMF
and World Bank action to give cost-of-living salary increases
to their staffs and by pending IMF action on an arrangement
(that the Executive Branch accepted) with the new IMF Managing
Director to raise his salary to roughly $140-150,000 before
taxes. McNamara would follow suit, a development that has
incensed Congressman Long who feels that he was misled. He
wasn't, but he can do some damage on the.Senate side.
Bergsten has seen the British Executiye Director, Dale, and
others in an attempt to postpone IMF/World Bank action on
these delicate iasues. Sam Cross will follow this up next
week., (C) :

NSA, DOE, DOS reviews Not referred to DOC. Waiver
completed. pplles.
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MIN. Alan Wolff and I reviewed various MTN issues today.

He agreed that we are doing better with the LDCs in the
negotiations on tariffs than in the talks on 'codes. Getting
the major LDCs in the trade codes will be difficult, but
critical to success of the negotiations and Congressional
approval of the MIN package. Wolff has also made what I
feel are unpalatable proposals regarding LDC:.graduation:.
from the Generalized System of Prefergnces. He proposes a
TPRG discussion of the Preferences issue and I suggested
that he add LDC code negotiations to the agenda. (C)

Colombo Plan. Possible high-level part;c;pation in the
December Colombo Plan meetings here in Washington and the
central place to be given at the meetings to basic human
needs policies add significance to that forthcoming event.
Because of the moderation of the NAM's statement.in.Belgrade
on BHN we may be able to advance towa?d greater LDC understanding
of a broad BHN approach. I w111 provide BHN material and
guidance regarding last year's PRC decxslon to those who are

Hunger Commission. Lynn Daft, Peters, and DuSault (OMB) ,
and I discussed NSC/DPS cooperation in back- stopping the
Linowitz Commission on World Hunger. Daft and I agreed on
an approach to the statement. announcing the. Commissionand

on the means of managing the trans;t;on from Peter Bourne to
Henry Owen as White House "point man.” (U)

.

CONEIDENETALY GDS

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/06/28 : NLC-10-14-5-13-6



No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/06/28 : NLC-10-14-5-13-6
e :

A 3

DEWORD

Significant Intelligence (Erh) i .__T_".m-j- ‘ems e — e,

The G-77 and the MTN, At a meetlng in Geneva earller thls
month a G-77 sﬁScommittee began to lay plans for criticism
of the MTN, not within the framework of the negotiations,
but at the May '79 UNCTAD V meeting in Manila.  Comment:
Such an approach would detract from LDC participation in the
closing stages of the MTN and contribute to the likelihood
of a confrontation at UNCTAD V. (SECRET/XGDS-2/Noforn)

Steel. I . . . o Bl 25X1

| Comment: The United States continues to
pus particIpation in the steel group. In .a conversation

with Barraclough. OECD Secretary General Van Lannep has
suggested that OECD members be required to object to the
participation of particular countries if they wished to
limit the steel group's membership. OECD Secretariat staff
and some USG officials doubt-that this "negative . consensus™
method will work. (TOP SECRET/Codeword-XGDS-2)
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- to Latin America with special émphasis on' Mexico;, where Ford
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—~CONFIDENTIAL
P L T S T rere '-'-,_...,..-".u. H
Daily Activities (Pastor) Angust 25, 1978

Yesterday, I attended the organizing meeting for PRM-4l on Mexico.
The level of attendees was quite high, and all clearly under-
stood the importance of our relationship with Mexico and the
nheed for developing a coherent strateqy. Also met with Benson
Ford and his colleagues and gave them a brleflng of our policy

is very interested in investing.

Last night, I attended a seminar 1nvolv1ng Gen. Lanusse, former
President (1969-73) of Argentina. Lanusse urged the largely
American audience to understand the "Argentina reality," and

to loosen up the human rights policy or risk a nationalist
reaction. One Professor of Argentina history used a marvelous
quote from Lanusse himself that you cannot beat terrorism with
government-sanctioned violence. - - Lanusse admitted Argentina had
"gone wrong somehow;" he did not havetany kind words for Videla.

Vaky thinks that Videla is ocurrently debating whether to receive
him, and he believes we shouldn't push at this time. I urged him
to try to put together an overall strategy paper on U.S. policy.

On Nicaragua, I relayed the message from Reg and Bill Odom to
Vaky that we should go in quietly to the Panamanians and State
our concern with the Sandinistas:within the.overall .context of
our global anti-terrorist policy. Perez and Torrijos have

both publicly tried to justify their involvement by stretching
the principle of non-intervention beyond its legitmate limits.

After hearing some. other distrubing reports. about.the.Sandinistas..... _.

and speaking to David, I have set up a CIA briefing on this
subject on Monday and an inter-agency meeting on U.S. policy on
Tuesday. Jonathan Steele of the Manchester Guardian and
Richard valeriani of CBS called for background brlefing on the
Nicaraguan situation. I saw.Valeriani on. CBS's-morning show,
and he got the story right.

Vaky recommends at least a one week delay on a.Pfesidential
response to Mrs. Chamoro's letter, ,and I, concur,

Puerto Rico is causing concern. Cleared off with Henry on a
press release which Andy Young may issue on Monday re-
stating our full support for self-determination. The problem
is that the Committee looks -about evenly split;:.four": Puerto
Ricans may hold the balance in their hands, but .they're
playing hard ball. They told USUN that if we continue to
aim for deferral, we will hear the word "colonial" all day
long. They may be prepared to compromise on'a consensus
statement -- not necessarily inscribed =-- which urges the
Committee to continually review the issue. I will follow
this closely over the weekend.

~SLCONFIDENTIAL-—
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Daily Activities (Pastor) continued M&

Met with Richard Strauss of ICA to go over ‘some of the follow-up

work on the Humphrey Scholarship Progégm. We are selecting
universities with an eye for excellen and for certain .Congressional
districts. I will send a memo on that next week...Also mét

with Barry Sklar who is writing the Latin America part of a study
being prepared for the Senate:Foreign Relations: CQmmitteewon

the effectiveness of U.S. human rights policy. Also worked on

Cuba and on the Presidential message to the UN Conference on
Technical Cooperation Among Developing Countries.

et — e
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. gignificant Intelligence: (Pastor)

X1 Ecuador: [ _|Embassy Quito's
asgessment indicate that plotting to eliminate  Roldos:as a
potential candidate continues. The Embassy indicates that

thelr soundings have confirmed the existence of a plot to
establish sufficient fraud in the first round voting to-try

to convince Poveda to cancel the follow-up elections. At

the same time, however, they have encountered enough doubt

and dissent to possibly undermine fhe scheme. The decisive
moment may be reached during the week of September 4 when

the Guayas province results are scheduled for review. (5 XGDS-2)

Mexico: Scretary Schlesinger briefed Ambassador Margain on
progress of US natural gas legislation and our desire to

resume negoitations with the Mexicans. Schlesinger emphasized
that we understand the importance of the price to Mexico and
that there are various ways to meet Mexican political interests
without disrupting our own. Margain was impressed and
promised to raise the issue with Lopez Portillo during his
consultations in Mexico. (C)

f et e h—— e tma - s itz St O

Haiti: The Haitian Foreign Ministry informed our Embassy that
they will not seek the return of Lucien Rigaud and had been
looking for a way to get rid of the problem posed by his
presence in the Mexican Embassy. (C) :

. QOAS: A specilal OAS session called to deal with human rights
commission issues was diverted to a discussion of commodity
problems and concern over US protectionism. Sugar and

( copper were the concerns with-Peru, Chile; -and--Jamaica - -
speaking out forecefully. Jamaicatcharacterized consultations

‘ with the US in all forums, including the OAS, as an "exercise
in futility." (U)

Ecuador: Press reports indicate that Natural Resources

Minister Semblantes announced that GOE favors an oil price
hike of no more than 5%. The Embassy comments that while
Ecuador  usually follows Venezuela's lead, it will diverge
in its own interest and usually follows .suitwwhen an:OPEC
consensus develops. (LOU)

Mexico and Nicaragua: Our charge briefed Foreign Minister
Roel on the Nicaraguan situation. Roel indicated that the

ohly long term Solution was the removal of “Somoza énd held~---——---- -

forth on the need for the US to stop supporting Somoza.
Roel expressed interest in receiving further information
on the Nicaraguan situation. (8 XGDS l)
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

memorandum

AA/PPC, Mr. Charles Paolillo (Acting)

15.

To undenstand Argentina's economic history, the
approach of a psychiatric social worker might be . 5
mone useful than that.of an economist.... - . -{fi(
Considenable proghess has been made in stabilizing W :S:A’[
both the economy and society in the short run, !ﬂ .
although at a cost in terms of yet another sharp W ,ﬂ [VﬂU‘f{
drop in seal urban wages and some Loss of political 2]

greedom. - IR :

Report: News and views

from the World Bank,
May-June 1980

Case 2662 - Alberto - Samuel FALICOFF

The Commission heard public testimony from the wife of Dr. Falicoff,
denouncing the detention, imprisonment and torture of Mr. Falicoff by the
Security Forces. The arrest took place in his residence, in the presence of

his wife, who was also detained and later released. Mrs. Falicoff signed the
testimony. : )

Doctor Falicoff, a physician,  was practicing in the C8rdoba Children's
Hospital and was a member of the Medical Association of that city.

The Commission considers pertinent the complete transcription of Mrs.
Falicoff's testimony:

On Thursday, November 25, 1976, at 18 hours, the bell rang .
in the apartment where I lived with my husband, Dr. Alberto
Samuel Falicoff and my son, Alfredo Falicoff, who was then two
years of age. I saw through the peephole four men in civilian
clothes standing against the wall. When they realized I was
there, they knocked the door, and told me to open it or they
would shoot. Since the baby was sitting watching television in

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savirigs Plan .. ,onaw rorm no. 10

(REV. 7-76)
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8
5010-112
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line with "the door, I opened it. They quickly entered and
grabbed me by the arms. I was frightened and screamed. They
sald "Keep quiet, for the baby's sake"” and asked me vhere my
husband was. I replied that he worked at the Clinic. Then
they began to search the house, locking me and my son in his
room. They searched the 1living room and dining room,
dismanteled the stove and the venetian blinds, and removed the
pictures from the walls. I saw this being done because the
baby asked to go to the bathroéom and they let me take him.
After half an hour, they ordered me to prepare the baby's
supper. They were courteous to me and told me they knew that I
had done nothing. They said they had come looking for my
_huaband., After a while, they brought the janitor in and locked
him in the apartment also. They said they had- done this to
keep him from warning my husband. They did the same thing with
a neighbor, who came in because he thought that thieves had
broken in. The janitor, who was a very old man, was very
frightened. My husband arrived at about 2 o'clock and unlocked
the door with his keys. When they heard the elevator, they
again sent me to my son's room. They immediately 1locked
themselves up with my husband in our room and I began to hear
the sounds of a struggle, pushing and blows. Later, an officer
of the Army Intelligence Service arrived along with another
officer.

They were all well dressed, in suits and ties and carrying
a walkie talkie. They came in and out quietly and, on one
occasion, brought sweets and toys for the baby, who behaved
very well with them because they 1let him touch their
revolvers. They told me to prepare clothing for the baby,
since they had decided to take me with them. I asked them to
let him say goodbye to his father and they did so. I then saw
my husband with his hands tied with a cable. I explained to
the child that they were going to take him to his grandmother's
house and I begged them to do so. I gave them the address of
my mother in El Chaco and her telephone number. Then they took
us away. They took the money we had in our pockets and any
jewelry they found. They said that 1f I was taking any
medicine to bring it with me, and I did so. I went down in the
elevator with my husband and three of them. They put
sunglasses on me with paper pasted on the inside of the
lenses. My husband's hands were tied. It was 2130 hours.
They took us In separate cars. 1 was taken in a bright yellow
car. I sat in the back of the car with one of them. The ones
in the front seat had not entered the apartment. They asked,
quietly, why my hands were not tied. The one in the back
answered: "That's no problem". While we were driving down the
first streets, I tried to see the road; from Patricios, we



turned on Martfin Garcfa and then on Almirante Brown. Then they
realized I was watching the road, so they pressed my head down
on the legs of the one alongside me, and pointed a revolver at
me. After travelling at high speed for about 20 minutes, we
arrived at our destination. The car stopped and they made me
get out and walk about 30 meters. Others came and asked why
they did not bring the car in.- They answered the lights
weren't working and that thé highbeams -were on and they were
hot going to enter with the highbeams on. We entered a
building with a very large door (a garage door, or perhaps,
much bigger). From the little I was able to see, there was a
very large room with no one in it. They took me down a spiral
staircase to a basement. There they told me to close my eyes
and they put a very tight blindfold, with elastic in the back,
on me, which immediately gave me an intense headache. They
handcuffed me and shackled my feet together by a chain with

padlocks on both shackles. Thy were very tight and had sharp
edges. Then they took me to a 'kind of cell. The place was

full of these cells. In other words, they were small rooms
.made of pressed board or cardboard, with chairs and a small
desk in them. They left me there for a while, and I could hear
that they were interrogating my husband in the cell on onme
side, but I could not hear what they were saying.

The interrogation and the detention: I was soon taken to
another room much further away, and they told me to remember
that my number was 103. After half an hour, someone entered
and asked me whether I was going to say anything or whether I
preferred to have them take me 1in. I said that I knew
absolutely nothing. They began by asking me my name, I.D.
number, the name of my parents, brothers, and my husband, his
parents and brothers, and the date and place of my birth. They
left and after a while they returned and asked me to tell them
what my husband was doing in C6érdoba. I answered that, because
of his work as a physician, he had been 1in contact with
patients whose parents were prisoners, and a short while ago,
they had begun to ask him to help them with money, samples of
milk, etc. and I knew that he had only done that because he
always brought home cans of milk, used clothing, books and
other food for the prison. Then we decided to move to Buenos
Aires. At that point in the interrogation, other persons
enterede They attached no importance to me, and all of them
left. I began to feel totally exhausted and I slept sitting
upe When they returned, they asked me again for my 1I.D.
number. I actually couldn't remember because .I felt so
.2xhausted and I told them so. Then they left. After a while,




" T"began to hear, coming through one of the walls of pressed
board, the sound of a lot of running water, and then the cries
of my husband insulting them and repeatedly calling them
"murderers”. This 1s repeated approximately -every hour, or
perhaps less. Obviously the torture room is next door. On the
following ‘day —I .guess-~they took me out and led me to a
corridor on the same floor. My legs are so swollen that the
shackles begin to cut into my .sk:l'n,.' A nurse came who loosens
the shackles and put cotton .around my legs. A guard asked him
“Why are you doing that?" and the nurse replied "So... we don't
have to treat her afterwards”. He asked me why, I, a doctor,
had gotten into this, and he said he didn't understand how,
with all the money we could earn, we had ended up here. He
added that if I needed anything to ask to speak with Pedro, the
nurse, since there were other' Pedros there. There were chairs
against the wall on each side, in the passageway, very close to
-each other. They told me to close my eyes. Then they took -the
mask off and ordered me to open.my eyes. I could not see
anything because they were taking photographs and the
flashbulbs blinded me. One of the ones who had been to my
house approached me and put a hood of thick white cloth over my
head. He explained that with that hood they would not bother
me. That was because they were taking people to the torture
room according to the order of their chairs.. I could see that,
because the door was nearby and every time they took someone
out, the noise of running water and the desperate screams of
pain could be heard, despite the fact that a record player was
constantly playing very loud music. There were certain songs
that they played more frequently, and despite the fact that the
tapes were worn, I could hear the lyrics which went roughly:
"and now what are they? where are they? what are their ideals?
etc.” I wondered why my legs were so swollen. I said -that I
had a weak heart and therefore bad circulation. They put
another chair in front of me to put my legs up on. One asked
me if I recognized his voice, and I said he was one of the omes
who had been at my house. I asked for my child and he said
"Relax"”, we have notified your family and they are coming to
get him.” Afterwards I noticed that they brought my husband to
the chair alongside me, because I recognized his pants and
shoes. During the entire time I was there, I heard the same
sound; the loud record player, screams of pain, running water.
The guards wore rubber boots. I suppose I spent an entire day
and night there because the music was interrupted twice when
they brought food to the guards and their superiors. They
drank a lot of wine asking the guards to bring more. I could’
smell the wine. The Chief came and asked how things were
going. They answered that three persons had died, two men and



— . -

one woman. The Chief told them to be more careful because that

was too many for one day. That day they ‘took my husband away a
number of times, and I recognized his screams. Twice I heard
his difficulty breathing and it sounded as though he had
swallowed his tongue. The music stopped and an urgent call for
the doctor came over the loudspeaker. I heard people running,
and I heard the doctor say, if they wanted him alive, that was
enough for now, and not to go -further. Then they took me to
one of the rooms. This time they took off the hood, and I saw
that several of the ones who had'been to my apartment were
there along with one I did not know. They now spoke harshly to
me and again asked. me for information. A torturer entered
wearing jeans, a red jacket and rubber boots. He was blond,
with a red face, and he told them "I will give to her". To me
he said: "All right, I'm in a hurry, tell me whether you know
anything, or I will give you the 6 pointed cattle prod.” The

‘others wanted to hurry me. I cried and said I was telling the

truth; I knew nothing; 1 was not a militant; and since I did
not like such things I consciously knew nothing about them.
They asked me what money we were living on, and I told him
ours. They took me again to the corridor. ' After several
hours, they made many of the people line up, each with his
hands .on the shoulders of the person in front of him. There
were probably about tea of us, and they made us walk, climb
stairs, and then take an elevator. We probably went up about
five floors, and there they made us squat down and told us to
stretch out on a maftress. Alongside of me there was a man who
did not comply well, and they kicked and punched him for about
an hour. I immediately fell inté a deep sleep. I was
completely exhausted, and I no longer cared what happened to
me. I was so exhausted that, while they were taking me there
they pawed me and I wasn't even startled. When I awoke they
served sandwiches. They made me sit up, but I could eat only a
few mouthfuls. I continued to sleep, I believe, the entire
day, I cannot be sure. I woke up in the morning and they were
distributing a little food to each person in turn. I felt
rested, and tried to find out what was going on. I heard those
with me calling the guard to go to the bathroom. I did the
same thing. Soon one of them made me stand up, and I hit my
head on a beam. I realized that the roof was very low. In the
bathroom, the guard took off my hoods He asked me how old I
was, whether I was married, and whether I had any children. He
was a kid about 17 years olde He was very kind to me and told
me to read what was written on my hood. The words "possible
release” were written on the cloth in throad. I asked what it
meant, and he told me they were going to release me. I asked
him why I was there, and he said it was a mistake. His only



job was to see that the prisoners did not speak, did not take
. off their hoods, and those who did so, he could beat at will
until he knocked them out. He and :the others were taught
karate and self defense. They were made to read books 1like
Papillon and to hate the. prisoners, about whom the only thing
they knew was that they "are enemies of the country, who want
to destroy it, by destroying the army"”. They were kids 15 to
20 years old. Sometimes they were called kids, but usually
they were called by their first names. At night they were
given bottles of wine, and then they became very violent. This
‘'guard told me that some  of them were taken on raids, and
. sometimes they were given special commendation or nmerit
awards. They were very proud of that. For example, he told me
that .the previous day he has been assigned to go to a house
that someone had denounced. It answered the description, and
when the owners tried to escape, they had to shoot them: a
‘young woman with a child two or three years old. Later they
learned that the people were not involved. He had felt bad
about that, but the persons who denounced innocent people were
to blame. He took me to my place again, and there I continued
to spy. I could see that it was a large "L" shaped room. It
was of make-shift construction on the terrace of the building,
since the outer walls were only one meter high. A peaked roof
came down to there. Its highest part was ‘in the middle of the
room, which is where the guards go. In the angle of the."L"
there i8 a large table where they eat and a medicine chest and
a small file. We were on both sides in sort of pressed board
cubicles about 1 meter high. The cubicles where I was were
make-shift so I was able to move them carefully. The rectangle
was made up of four separate "L" shaped parts. I think that
this detail is very important because of what I am going to
tell further on. That day I realized that they brought someone
to the cubicle on my left, and I heard him barely complain, as
. though he were very 1ll. I thought it was my husband. So I
moved over, displaced one of the walls and changed position (we
were lying on the floor on a mattress and a blanket. That is
all we had). I managed to see my husband, shirtless, with
marks everywhere from the cattle prod. I realized that he had
no more than two centimeters in a row of unmarked skin. He
breathes heavily and asks for “"water, water", but his voice is
very weak and it is hard for him to move his tongue so the
words do not come out. A guard came, and told him not to
bother them, that they could not give him water because if they
did he would die. They sat us down and gave us a sandwich and
a small bottle of water and a cup of broth. I hid the small
bottle and, when they came back to take it away, they did not
realize it was missing. Them, carefully watching out for the
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guards, I put my hands through into my husband's cubicle and
was able to touch him. I felt that he had a fever. He triled
to touch my hands. Then I passed the water to him and he drank
it all. The same thing happened the next day. A few days
later, they let him eat and gave him water. Little by little
he began to recover. Once when the guards were not watching,
we spoke a little. He told me he had gone out in a car with
them, telling him that he was going to take them to a
rendezvous near the Italian Hospital. When they were not
paying attention, he jumped out of the car and a bus ran over
his body. He succeeded in yelling his name so that people
could notify his family. They immediately put him back into
the car and when they brought him back they tortured him more
than ever. He tried to encourage me and told me that he was
very proud of me. Every day of the month I spent there .was the
same, stretched out on the mattress and constantly shackled.
Sometimes they took the handcuffs off for a few days, and they
took the hood off permanently. The electric light was always
on and the music was always playing loudly. Once a day, after
much begging, they took me to the bathroom. On three
occasions, I was able to take a bath and change into clothing
they gave me. While I did so, the guards would open the door
whenever they wished. I had to undress, bathe and dress again
in three minutes. For the bath they took off our handcuffs,
chain and shackles. Meals were always the same: in the
morning, a cup of stew, at noon a meat sandwich and sometimes a
cup of broth, and at night the same. On some days, one or two
meals were omitted. I don't know exactly how many people were
there, but I estimate that there were about 50. The pregnant
women—~and there were many of them—-—were given special meals;
in the morning coffee with milk, at noon and at night, meat
with mashed potatoes, and in the evening coffee with milk.
Sometimes they were given vitamins. Every day the guards
punished two or three persons. They did so for any reason;
because they removed their hoods while they were sleeping,
because they were not 1lying right; 1t because the guards
suspected them of sapying; or for any other reason.: The
punishments consisted of kicks and punches for hours until they
were left unconcious. The panic 18 constant. Only once was
the situation reversed: the lights went out and the guards.
were frightened and rushed out. Then they realized how
ridiculously they were behaving and they returned, with their
weapons in their hands, saying: "Everybody quiet, don't move";
but even their voices were trembling. Another time, the lights
went out~—it must have been about December 20th--and we- could
hear troops marching past. In the first days they called roll,
asking for the name and number of each person. My husbsnd was
on one side of me, with the number 104. I was number 103; at



" my other side was number 102, a lawyer whom they had taken from
lils office in the Palermo area the same day. they took us. I
could sée him as well as I could see my husband: he was
olive-skinned, had black wavy hair and a beard and was of
average build. He wore a mask. Later I overhead that he was a
veterinarian, and that his sister, a teacher who had been
brought in a month before, had-—according to what I've heard--
recently married a widower with children. They were going to
hold her until her brothers appeared and she did not know where
they were. They took her from the room a few days before I
left, and I suppose they released her. They called one of the
prisoners “"peg-leg.” He was very near me, . and by his voice
saemed to be an older person and very weak. One night the
guards got drunk and began to bet that they could make him
stand on his peg~leg. They brought him into the middle of the
room and ordered him to do it. He begged them, said it was
impossible, that he was going to fall. Then they began to kick
him, punch him, and they stood him up. Of course, he fell.
They stood him up again, he fell again, and so on, throughout '
the night. It was a most macabre spectacle. The guards went
crazy, they beat him without interruption and the poor man was
begging them to stop. There was the sound of blows to the
lungs, the abdomen, the noise of broken bones. They stopped
when he fell unconscious. Afterwards he was delirious for two
or three days until they called the doctor. The doctor said he
had many broken bones and ordered him to be taken away. I
didn't hear him again. In early December, a transfer occured.
Apparently they were taking away those who had been there the
longest; however, they included among them the lawyer who was
next to me; in all, some 40 persons. They adjusted the
handcuffs, the shackles and the hoods. They assembled them
together, were taking them out when the noise of an airplane
was heard that seemed to be landing nearby. (I shall explain
that the sound of airplanes was very frequemt. I also heard a
train, and a helicopter, two or three times every day). After
a time, the sound of an airplane was heard again, then nothing
more. A guard asked another where they were being taken, and
he answered: "Fishfood". They were very few people left in the’
room, and they changed our places. Fortunately, my husband and
. I continued to be next to each other with the same consecutive
nunmbers. But I shall explain that there were three or four
with the number 100, others with 400, 700, 900, etc. On the
following day, they began to bring in a large number of new
people and this continued for succesive days, uantil they had to
put us on the floor, in the guard's passageway. Many of them
were taken out at night and were ordered to get dressed.



Apparently they were released. Also, vhen it rained very hard,
(I heard the rain in spite of the uolse because the roof was
over our heads) they took. out people to release them. They
were careful to have the people well dressed and, in the case
of women, to tie them up as much as possible. I could not see
my husband now, nor speak to him because my new cubicle was
completely made of wood. However, he made friends with an
-occasional guard—that is, one who did not work there but came
to fill in because many of them were on vacation. The boy was
really very good, and taking a risk himself, he took us to the
bathroom and let us speak to each other without hoods. Of
course he was present, so that we could only ‘speak about
ourselves. My husband had a very small hematoma but the doctor
sdaid that the dislocation was not going to be set because a
- general anesthesia would be needed to relax the muscles and
that could not be done there. To do that he would have to- be
transferred, and transfer was impossible. He explained that
the nurse came by every two or three days, but never touched
anyone; however, they usually gave some medicine, mostly
laxatives, antispamodics and eyedrops, because we all had
conjunctivitis because of the hood and the mask. The guards
had the eyedrops; sometimes when somebody said that he needed
them, the guard himself inserted the drops. I began to feel
bad. I had nightmares about my son every night because despite
their having told me that my parents had him, I did not believe .
them. All of this was due to the fact that they had taken off
the white hood and given me a gray one like all the others.
Also, because of the time that had elapsed. I realized that
there was very little possibility that they would release me,
because the ones' they released only stayed a very short time.
I mentioned this to my husband, and he always tried to
encourage me. I spent the day thinking about how to get out, I
began by trying to get to know the place, telling the guard who
took me to the bathroom that with the little water they give us
we were dying of thirst (which was true) and I offered to carry
the bottles as often as necessary and to do any kind of work,
cleaning, etc. I said that from 1lying down so much I was
beginning to feel weak, and I was afraid that I would not be -
able to walk when they took me to my house the following week
(that was pure fabrication). The guard began to take me to
wash the dishes, to the bathroom, and let me go without
handcuffs, to carry water bottles, to clean up the bathrooms.
Some of the trays and dishes had the seal of the Argentine
Army. So the days passed. There were no windows in the
bathroom, but there was a door locked with a key, which was the
guard's closet. I found it opened one day, and I saw the
guard's civilian clothing and that the closet had a window

»
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covered with a blanket. I lifted the blanket and saw thick
grass and a heavy metal screen outside of it. I could see many
tall trees, and at the end, high woven wire, a pick-up truck
and a kind of garage. It would be possible to escape by
breaking the window and cutting the metal screen. We were not
very high up, surely the fourth or fifth floor. Blankets would
be needed to climb down. But was the woven wire electrified?
And what lay beyond? I could not see. Furthermore, we had to
take our chains off. They they took us to bathe, they unlocked
the padlock with a master key that the chief of the guards had;

he gave it to them only on those occasions. I realized that my
husband was very weak because of everything that had happened,
and that he also had a dislocated shoulder. However, it would
be a question of giving it more thought. One day, while I was
washing the plates, they took me to wash dlapers and rubber
pants. This Impressed me very much because I realized that
there were children on the other side from where we were. At
that time I heard the voice of children about 4 years of ages,
asking the guards why their fathers had those things on their
heads. I asked the guard how it was possible for children to
be there. He said that they were the only ones and that they
had been brought with their parents because there was no place
to leave them. However, they were going to be taken away the
next day. Another day I was taken to the linen room to arrange
the clothing they were taking to the laundry, by sex and size.
Again I saw children's .clothing in those places, I heard the
voices of women who were working in the kitchen and sewing torn
clothing. When the guards finished their shifts, they said
that they were going to the swimming pool. One day they took
me down to one of the boxes. They took off my hood and left me
alone for a moment. I looked at the walls of the box and was
impressed by the number of bloodstains. Some of them were very
high. I don't know how they did it but since the stains are
very large and there are small splattered stains around
them-monstruous. He came back and told me to talk to him about
something. I told him that I did not know anything and that
the only thing I was thinking about at that time was my husband
and my child; that I had nightmares about my son and that if
they did not release me, I would take off my hood and that I
knew very well that that meant that the guards would kill me;
that they should release me, that I did not know why they were
keeping me there. He told me that it was very likely that I
would leave. They told a guard to take me upstairs again. On
one occasion when the guard was not watching, I told my husband
that I would probably leave and that he should be on the
lookout for times when the guards were not watching so that we
could talk. But there were watching us, especlally from that
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. night until the time of my erartﬁre. The following night, the

Chief guard came, told me to sit up; he handcuffed my hands
behind me, They picked up my mattress and searched my
cubicle. They felt my breasts and between my legs; they shoved
me around and moved me to another cubicle. During the previous
interrogation, I had been told that, while they knew that I
had not taken part in the activities that led to my arrest,
considerable time had passed since my arrival at the place of
detention, and under such circumstances, I could not leave. I

- told them that they could not commit another injustice added to

the injustice of my arbitrary detention, and after an exchange
of opinions among themselves, they proceeded. to interrogate me
exhaustively on all the circumstances that' I might have
observed during my detention. Thus, I was interrogated on what
my opinion was about the treatment -the prisoners were
receiving, whether I felt that they were tortured -there,
whether I had - any idea of where I.was, and under what security
authority the procedure there were conducted. To all of these
questions I answered: that I was totally ignorant of the details
they were asking of me, and that I felt the treatment was
adequate. They asked me what I knew of my husband and I
answered that I knew that he was alive, that I had recognized

his voice when he ‘spoke with the guards, and I denied that I
had seen him. I was led again to my usual place where the
guarde handcuffed my hands behind me, and they watched very
closely to see whether I tried to communicate with my husband.
That evening, they sent me to bathe and to change my clothes.
The one who told me that I was going to be released appeared
and told me that I was going to Resistencia, to my mother's
house. He was so drunk that he threatened me and they
handcuffed my hands behind me and sent me to a cubicle. On one
gside was a girl having an asthma attack and she was also
handcuffed with her hands behind her. She was frantic because
with the hood she was choking even more. She had an oxygen
mask beside her, but with her hands tied she could not put in
on and she asked the guards to do it. They didn't listen to
her. After a while, they got me up and took off my handcuffs
and shackles. The drunk guard came and took me downstairs.
Soon I realized from the fresh air that I was outside. A car
approached and they put me in it. It was raining. They put me
in the front seat. The car went round and round many times. I
suppose it was going around iIn the park of the same building
because I noticed that the road was muddy and the car was
skidding from side to side. Also, it seemed to me that it was
turning in the same places. This went on for a while. Then we
went on to an asphalt road and drove for several hours until
they took off the mask that they had put on me to replace the
hood before we left. We were on General Paz Street. I was
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‘alone with the drunken guard. HRe told me that I was completely
free but not to communicate with my in-laws, never to go to
Cérdoba, and not to come out in Bjenos Aires for several
months. He repeated that all of my movements were going to be
carefully watched and to remember that they still had my
husband. I told him that I was going to leave the country, and
he told me not to, to let a long time pass; otherwise I would
have problems. It was 5 o'clock in the morning of December 24,
1977. He gave me a document, a' Federal Police I.D., with one
of the photos they'd taken of me, but with a number other than
my real one, and a forged signature.. He told me.to burn it as
soon as I reached El Chaco and to get a duplicate of my real
I.D. He gave me three million pesos, told me to go to the
Austral window, and said that I had passage reserved in the
name of Mrg. Ramos; that if there was no room they were going
to take me in the pilot's cabin and that I should buy my son a
cart for Christmas, He left me at the ‘airport entrance. My
plane left at 9.20 pm. I realized that there were two men, an
18 year-old youth and a man-around 40, who watched me until the
.airplane took off. In El1 Chaco there were almost -always
several. pairs in cars along the street of my mother's house and
I never noticed anyone following me. Although I hardly went
out of doors for months. .

) After my release I lived at my house in El1 Chaco. When I
went to the police headquarters to arrange for my passport, I
was told after lengthy proceedings and psychological harassment
that they had received  a denunciation of my disappearance.
When they asked who had made it, I replied that it was my
mother. Then they made me sign 'a statement that I had been
absent from my home voluntarily and for private reasons. After
signing the statement, I was 1issued a passport with the
warning: "With this record, you can't leave the country unless
you sign this statement.”

At its 46th session, the IACHR approved a resolution on this case. The
government, in a note dated October 8, 1979, presented its observations
denying any responsibility for the facts denounced.

The Commission undertook a study of the resolution it had adopted, in
view of the fact that the Argentine Government, in 1its request for a -
reconsideration, had submitted new evidence. It decided however, to maintain

all of the above-mentioned Resolution, having found no evidence to discredit
the allegation made by the claimant.

OAS, Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, Report on the Situation
of Human Rights 1n Argentina, 11 April
1980, pp. 74-8%F (English edition).
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BEGIN TEXT:

OVER THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ARGENTINA HAS PASSED THROUGH

SEVERAL CYCLES OF ALTERNATING CIVILIAN AND MILITARY RULE;

SINCE 1955, THERE HAVE BEEN SIX MILITARY AND SIX CIVILIAN

PRESIDENTS. BEGINNING IN 1969, VIOLENCE MOUNTED PROGRESS IVELY

FROM THE LEFT AND TEE RIGET AS GROUPS WITH WIDELY DIFFERENT

POLITICAL OBJECTIVES AND CONCEPTIONS STRUGGLED FOR POWER.

AS A RESULT, BOTH CIVILIAN AND MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAVE

MAINTAINED A "STATE OF SIEGE" FOR SOME NINE OF THE PAST TEN

YEARS. AT THE HEIGHT OF THIS VIOLENCE IN 1975-1976, TERRORISM

HAD TAKEN ON BROAD DIMENSIONS: BOMBINGS,-ROBBERIES,

KEIDNAPPINGS AND ASSASSINATIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS WERE

COMMON OCCURRENCES. ORGANIZED TERRORIST GROUPS ON BOTH
SITES OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM NUMBERED SOME 5,200-6,800
PERSONS, WITH SYMPATHIZERS ESTIMATED AT AN ADDITIONAL
15,000.

BY 1976 TEE SITUATION IN ARGENTINA HAD DETERIORATED
SHARPLY. COURTS AND POLITICAYL LEADERS WERE BEING INTIMI-

DATED; INFLATION APPROACHED 822 PERCENT AND MANY ESSENTIAL
PUBLIC SERVICES HEAD BEEN DISRUPTED, AT THIS POINT, THE

ARMED FORCES AGAIN TOOX CONTROL OF THE STATE, WITH THE

_ AVOWED GOALS OF PROMOTING ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND ENDING
TERRORISM AND CORRUPTION. THEY PROMISED THAT TEMOCRACY

WOULD ULTIMATELY BE RESTORED. THE ARMED FORCES MAINTAINED

THE STATE OF SIEGE IMPOSEL IN 1974 BY PRESIDENT MARIA
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ESTELA PERON, CLOSED CONGRESS, DEPOSED THE PRESIDENT, AND
REPLACED ALL MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COURT. ELECTED STATE
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS WERE REPLACED BY MILITARY
OFFICERS, AND POLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING THE
RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY, WERE PROEIBITED. MOST TRADE® UNIONS WERE
INTERVENED, AND ALL STRIXES WERE BANNED. -
THE SECURITY FORCES EMBAREEL ON A WIDESPREAD COUNTER-
CAMPAIGN OF VIOLENCE AIMED AT TERRORISTS AS WELL AS
ELEMENTS OF THE SOCIETY THEY CONSILCERED SUBVERSIVE;
MANY ENOWN OR SUSPECTED TERRORISTS, AS WELL AS MANY
PERSONS WITE NO SUBVERSIVE RECORD, DISAPPEARED. CONDITIONS
OF DETENTION WERE OFTEN CRUEL. ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT
ASSETTS THAT TORTURE WAS NEVER AUTHORIZED, THERE ARE MANY
REPORTS THAT IT WAS EMPLOYED DURING PRELIMINARY DETENTION.
MANY OTHERS WERE DETAINED BY THE EXECUTIVE WITHOUT ANY
SPECIFIC CHARGE UNDER THE STATE OF SIEGE . POWERS OF THE
CONSTITUTION.
BY 1978 SPOXESMEN FOR THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT TEE
WAR ON TERRORISM HAD BEEN WON. AS DESCRIBED IN LAST YFAR'S
REPORT, 1978 SAW IMPORTANT POSITIVE DEVELOPMENIS IN
THE REDUCTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. IN 1986 THE
TRENDS ESTABLISEED THE YEAR EEFORE CONTINUEL AS THE HUMAN
RIGHTS SITUATION IMPROVED, BUT SERIOUS PROBLEMS REMAIN:
-~ ELEVEN CASES OF DISAPPEARANCES WERE REGISTERED IN
ARGENTINA; HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS ASSERT THAT THE TOTAL MAY
BE CLOSER TO 22. IN CONTRAST, DISAPPEARANCES NUMBERED
MANY THOUSANDS IN 1976 AND 1377, OVER 686 IN 1978, AND 44
IN 1979. THE BULK OF THE DISAPPEARED LAST YEAR SEEMINGLY
INVOLVED INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED TO ARGENTINE TERRORIST
ORGANIZATIONS AND WHO MAY HAVE ENTFRED THE COUNTRY CLAN-
DESTINELY.
—— THE NUMBER OF DETAINEES HAS BEEN REDUCED. EIGET
THOUSANL TWO HUNDREL PEOPLE EAVE BEEN DETAINED UNDER THE
SPECIAL EXECUTIVE POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT SINCE 1974.
ABOUT 1,808 PRISONERS ACCUSED OF OTHER THAN COMMON CRIMES
BT
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REMAINED IN DETENTION AT THE® END OF 1884. ABOUT 759

WERE BEING HELD EITHER WITEOUT TRIAL, SOME FOR MANY
YEARS, OR AFTER SERVING THEIR SENTENCES. ABOUT 600

HAD BEEN TRIED AND CONVICTED IN MILITARY OR CIVILIAN
COURTS. ANOTHER 460 WERE IN TRIAL STATUS.

~— UNDER THE LEADERSEIP OF THE SUPREME COURT, HE
JUDICIAL SYSTEM HAS INCRESINGLY ASSERTED ITSELF. TFE
SUPREME COURT HAS, IN EFFECT, ORDERED LOWER COURTS TO
INVESTIGATE LISAPPEARANCES. HOWEVER, THE COURTS HAVE NOT
YET EEEN ABLE TO CLARIFY THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF ANY OF THE
MANY DISAPPEARANCES BROUGHT TO THEIR ATTENTION.

~— TERRORISTS REPEATEDLY SOUGHT TO REINFILTRATE THE
COUNTRY BUT WERE UNSUCCESSFUL IN THE FACE CF ACTION BY
THE SECURITY FORCES. TEERE WERE NO NEW MAJOR TERRORIST
INGIDENTS IN THE COUNTRY ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE MONTONEROS IN 198%.
——~ PRISON CONDITIONS IMPROVED. COMPLAINTS IN THE PAST
FOCUSED MOST EEAVILY ON OVERCROWLING, LACK OF MEDICAL
TREATMENT, INADEQUATE FOOD, AND RESTRICTIONS ON VISITS.
TODAY, SUCH CONTITIONS FAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY RELIEVED
AND SUCH CONCERN AS IS EXPRESSED FOCUSES ESPECIALLY ON
PSYCEOLOGICAL FACTORS, PARTICULARLY ARBITRARY USE OF
AUTHORITY BY GUARDS.

—— THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE EXERCISE OF POLITICAL
LIBERTIES EXPANDED THOUGH FREEDOM REMAINS CIRCUMSCRIBED
BY THE PROHIBITION ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES AND DE FACTO
LIMITS ON THE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION. WITHIN UNCERTAIN
LIMITS POLITICIANS AND TEE PRESS INCREASINGLY VOICED
CRITICISM OF TEE GOVERNMENT °S ACTIONS AND PLANS. OCCASIONALLY
POLITICIANS WERE DETAINED ON THE GROUNDS THAT

THEY EAD OVERSTEPPED THE LIMITS OF THE LAW.

—— THE MILITARY DESIGNATED THE PRESIDENT FOR THE PERIOD
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1981-84 WHILE REITERATING ITS COMMITMENT TO RETURN TEE
COUNTRY EVENTUALLY TO CIVILIAN RULE. NO DATE HAS BEEN
FIXED FOR TFAT DEVOLUTION. THE GOVERNMENT MAINTAINED A
FORMAL DIALOGUE WITE POLITICAL LEADERS AS PART OF THE PROCESS
THAT IS INTENDED TO LEAD TO THE RETURN OF DEMOCRACY.

AT THE INVITATION OF THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT, THE INTER-
AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION VISITED ARGENTINA IN
SEPTEMBER 1979, TO INVESTIGATE HUMAN RIGETS ABUSES. IN
ITS FINAL REPORT THE COMMISSION RECORDED A PAST PATTERN
OF WIDE SCALE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES AND MALE AN EXTENSIVE
LIST OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES FOR
CORRECTING THE SITUATION.

ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS REMAIN ACTIVE AND WELL
ORGANIZED. THOUGHE OCCASIONAL EARASSMENT CONTINUED, IT

¥AS AT A LOWER LEVEL THAN IN THE PAST.

1. RESPECT FOR THE INTEGRITY OF THE PERSON, INCLUDING
FREEDOM FROM:

A. TORTURE

THERE HAVE BEEN FE¥W REPORTS FROM PEOPLE DETAINED

FOR NATIONAL SECURITY REASONS DURING 198@. EXISTING

REPORTS SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT PRYSICAL MISTREATMENT
CONTINUES TO BE USED AS PART OF THE INTERROGATION OF

SUCH DETAINEES. IN THE PAST TESTIMONY FROM FORMER

DETAINEES INDICATES THAT MISTREATMENT TOOK THE FORM OF
ELECTRIC SHOCX, IMMERSION OF HEAD IN WATER, MOCK

EXECUTIONS, SEVERE BEATINGS AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE. MOST
OBSERVERS HAVE CONCLUDED THAT SUCH TREATMENT CONTINUES

TO BE METED OUT TO NEWLY DISAPPEARED INDIVIDUALS., THE
ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION PROHIBITS TORTURE AND THE GOVERNMENT
EAS PUBLICLY STATED THAT IT HAS NEVER AUTHORIZED ITS USE.

B. CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OF PUNISHMENT.

IN APRIL, 1979, THE GOVERNMENT DECREED UNIFORM PRISON
REGULATIONS WHICE HAVE LED TO A GENERAL IMPROVEMENT IN
PRISON CONDITIONS. WHILE CONDITIONS REPORTEDLY IMPROVED
SIGNIFICANTLY FOR A TIME AFTER THE ISSUANCE OF THE DECREE,
THEY AGAIN DETERIORATED IN SOME RESPECTS THEREAFTER. IN

MAY, 1982, A NEV DECREE WAS ISSUED AIMED AT UNIFORMLY IMPROV-
ING CONDITIONS, PARTICULARLY ARBITRARY USE OF AUTHORITY,
AVAILABILITY OF MEDICAL TREATMENT, ACCESS TO READING MATERIAL,
YORK AND EXERCISE. INITIAL REPORTS SUGGEST THERE HAS BEEN AN
IMPROVEMENT IN THESE AREAS SINCE MAY. HOWEVER, HUMAN

RIGHTS GROUPS REMAIN CONCERNED, PARTICULARLY ABOUT THE

BT
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PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONS AFFECTING PRISONERS. THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS MAINTAINS A
REGULAR PROGRAM OF PRISON VISITS.

C. DISAPPEARANCES

THE ARGENTINE PERMANENT ASSEMBLY ON HUMAN RIGHTS HAS
RECORLCED ELEVEN REPORTS OF DISAPPEARANCES IN CIRCUMSTANCES
WHICH SUGGEST THAT THE VICTIM WAS PROBABLY TAKEN BY TEE
SECURITY FORCES. THERE ARE REPORTS BY HUMAN RIGHTS
ORGANIZATIONS ASSERTING THAT SUBSTANTIALLY MORE PEOPLE
DISAPPEARED —- PERHAPS TOTALING AS MANY AS 22. MOST
QUALIFIED OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT ALMOST ALL OF THE PEOPLE
WHO DISAPPEARED HAD ACTIVE LINKS TO TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS.
SOME OF THE DISAPPEARED SEEM TO HAVE BEEN CAPTURED WEILE
SEEKING TO ENTER THE COUNTRY, WHILE OTHERS.HAD ENTERED OR
WERE LIVING IN THE COUNTIRY CLANDESTINELY. AT THE SAME TIME,
THERE WERE A FEW INSTANCES OF FORMER TERRORISTS WHO AFTER
CAPTURE WERE PLACED BEFORE THE COURTS, WHEN IN THE PAST
SUCH PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE SIMPLY DISAPPEARED. AS A RULE,
HOWEVER, IT APPEARS THAT CAPTURED TERRORISTS ARE NOT

BEING BROUGHT TO A A PROPER TRIAL BEFORE EITHER MILITARY OR
CIVILIAN COURTS.

THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF A WIDELY PUBLICIZED ALLEGED ABDUCTION
AND DISAPPEARANCE OF THREE ARGENTINES IN LIMA, REMAIN OBSCURE.
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL AND OTHER HUMAN RIGETS ORGANIZATIONS
CHARGE THAT ARGENTINE SECURITY FORCES PARTICIPATED IN

THE ALLEGED ABDUCTION IN PERU. THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

HAS STATED THAT THE THREE WERE MEMBERS OF TEE MONTONEROS
BUT HAS DENIED ANY ROLE IN THEIR DISAPPEARANCE, POINTING
TO THE DISCOVERY OF TEE BODY OF ONE OF THE ALLEGED VICTIMS
IN A MADRID APARTMENT IN CIRCUMSTANCES SUGGESTING THAT SHE
WAS LIVING THERE AFTER HER REPORTED DISAPPEARANCE.
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TO DATE THE AUTHORITIES EAVE NOT SOUGHT TO PROVIDE AN
ACCOUNTING OF THE FATE OF THE PEOPLE WHO ALLEGEDLY DIS-
APPEARED IN THE PAST. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN HAVE SUGGESTED
THAT THE BULK OF THE DISAPPEARED ARE DEAD. BASING THEIR
CONCLUSION ON THE STATEMENTS OF FORMER DETAINEEES WHO REPORT
THAT MOST OF THEIR FELLOWS ARE EXECUTED AS.WELL AS THE
DEARTH OF ANY SUBSTANTIAL INFORMATION -TO THE CONTRARY, MOST
OBSERVERS HAVE ACCEPTED THAT THE GREAT BULK OF THE DIS~
APPEARED ARE INDEED DEAD. IT IS IMPOSSIRLE TO ESTABLISH
THIS VWITH CERTAINTY, HOWEVER, IN THE ABSENCE OF DEFINITIVE EVIDENCE.
D, ARBITRARY ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT.
THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION, IN ARTICLE 23, ESTABLISHES -
THE POVER OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO DETAIN AND HOLD
PRISONERS UNDER A "STATE OF SIEGE (WHICE HAS BEEN IN
EFFECT SINCE 1974). THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ARE
REFERRED TO AS THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE POWER ( PEN
FOR THE SPANISH WORDS PODER EJECUTIVO NACIONAL). THE
EXECUTIVE HAS INTERPRETED THE CONSTITUTION, WHICH PLACES

NO EXPLICIT TIME LIMIT ON THE DURATION OF THE PEN
DETENTION, AS MEANING IT CAN HOLD PRISONERS UNDER THE
PEN POWERS INDEFINITELY. THE SUPREME COURT, OVERRULING A
NUMBER OF LOWER COURT DECISIONS, HAS UPHELD THIS VIEW,
ACCEPTING BRAOD AND UNSUBSTANTIATED CEARGES OF ASSOCIATION
WITH SUBVERSION AS SUFFICIENT GROUNDS FOR DETENTION. SOMF
PEN PRISONERS HAVE BEEN IN JAIL WITHOUT CEARGE FOR SEVERAL
YEARS —- INCLUDING A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER DETAINED BEFORE 1876.
IN 198¢ THE GOVERNMENT REDUCED THE NUMBZR OF PEN PRISONERS
TO ABOUT 1,220, FREEING SOME, BRINGING SOME TO TRIAL, EX-
PELLING OTHERS, AND PLACING OTHERS ON SUPERVISED LIBERTY.
APPROXIMATELY 750 PEN PRISONERS ARF BEING HELD WITHOUT
TRIAL, SENTENCING OR AFTER SERVING SENTENCE. THE REMAINDER
ARE EITHER IN TRIAL STATUS, OR SERVING SENTENCES AFTER
MILITARY OR CIVILIAN TRIALS. IN ADDITION TO THE PEN
PRISONERS, APPROXIMATELY 642 INDIVIDUALS AR® IN JAIL ON
OTHER THAN COMMON CRIMINAL CHARGES. THUS THE TOTAL PRISON
POPULATION OF OTHER THAN COMMON CRIMINALS IS APPROXIMATELY-
1,8¢¢ COMPARED TO THE APPROXIMATELY 8,469 THAT WERE
ARRESTED ON SUCH CEARGES SINCE 19274.
A 1979 GOVFRNMENT LAY SHORTENINC THE PERIOD FOR COURT
FINDING OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATHR HAS ALLEVIATED SOME PERSONAL
HARDSHIPS IN LEGAL AND FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR THE SURVIVORS
OF THE DISAPPEAREL. THE LAY DREV SHARP CRITICISM FROM
ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, RFLATIVES AND THE
%UROPEAN PARLIAMENT, BECAUSE OF FEARS THE GOVERNMENT

T .
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¥OULD MISUSE IT TO ARBITRARILY CLOSE THF CASES OF DIS~-
APPEARANCES, THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS THAT THE LAW WAS
IN FACT ABUSED BY THE AUTHORITI®ES. THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOW
RESTRICTED THE TERMS OF THE LAW IN A WAY WHICH EXPLICITLY
SHOULD EXCLUDE ITS POSSIBLE MISUSE.

E. DENIAL OF FAIR PUBLIC TRIAL’

THE TRIAL OF THOSE ACCUSED OF SUBVERSION OR TERRORISM

MAY BE HELD IN CIVILIAN OR MILITARY COURT. CIVILIAN

COURTS FOLLOW THE CUSTOMARY LEGAL PROVISIONS REGARDING
OPEN AND FAIR TRIALS, ARGENTINA LAY, HOWEVER, REQUIRES
VRITTEN RATHER THAN ORAL TESTIMONY, SO TEAT "OPEN" HAS A
DIFFERENT MEANING AND DIFFERENT GONSEOUENCES FROM THOSF

IN OTEER LEGAL SYSTEMS. THE LAW PROVIDES THAT THE CIVILIAN
COURTS AREX INDEPENDENT. MILITARY TRIBUNALS, BEFORE WHICE
CIVILIANS MAY BE TRIED, CONDUCT THEIR PROCEEDINGS IN
SECRET. THE DEFENDANTS HAVE ACCESS ONLY TO A MILITARY
DEFENSE COUNSEL WHO IS USUALLY NOT A LAWYER. DEFENDANTS
LEGALLY MAY BE KEPT UNAWARE OF THF EVIDENCE AGAINST TEEM,
IN BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PROCEEDINGS.

ALTHOUGH USED FOR NATIONAL SECURITY MATTERS, THE SYSTEM OF
MILITARY TRIBUNALS USUALLY DOES NOT NOW DEAL

WITH NEWLY CAPTURED TERRORISTS AND THEIR ACTIVE SUPPORTERS.
LAWYERS HAVY CENERALLY BEEN RELUCTANT TO ASSUME THE

CASES OF PEOPLE CHARGED WITH TERRORISM OR SUBVERSION FEAR-
ING HARASSMENT OR REPRISALS. THE NTW YORX CITY BAR
ASSOCIATION FOLLOWING ITS VISIT TO ARGENTINA IN APRIL

1979 CONCLUDED THAT IN 1975-1978 SOME LAWYERS DISAPPEAREL
OR WERE DETAINED IF THEY DEFENDED CLIENTS OR CAUSES UN-
POPULAR WITH TEE GOVERNMENT. OVER THE PAST IWO YEARS, NO
LAWYERS DISAPPEARETD OR WERE DETAINED FOR SUCH REASONS,

AND 'IT APPEARS THAT THE PROFESSION IS OPERATING MORFE
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SECURELY THAN IN TBE PAST.

THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE GCOURTS IS ESTABLISHED IN THE
CONSTITUTION. IN 1976 HOWEVER, THE JUNTA REPLACED ALL
MEMBERS OF THF SUPREME COURT AND REMOVED A NUMBFR OF
JUDGES IN LOWER COURTS, -THOUGH MOST WERE RFTAINED. SOME
OBSERVERS HAVE ASSERTED THAT THESE CHANGES .COUPLED WITH
THE PRESSURES INVOLVED IN TRIALS OF SUBVERSIVES .AND
TERRORISTS MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR THE COURTS TO MAINTAIN
TEEIR INDEPENDENCE. INDEED, THE COURTS HAVE OFTEN UP-
HELD EXECUTIVE INTERPRETATIONS OF LAWS OF THE CONSTITUTION;
AND THEY HAVE NOT SUCCESSFULLY CLARIFIED THE

FATE OF ANY OF TH¥ DISAPPEARANCES BROUGHT T0 THEIR ATTEN-
TION. HOWEVER, THFRE HAVE BEEN INSTANCES WHEN TEE COURTS
SUCCESSFULLY CHALLENGED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS AND INTER-
PRETATIONS OF ITS POWERS. THE MOST CELEBRATED OF THESE
CASES TOOX PLACE IN 1279 AND INVOLVED THE SUPREME COURT
ORDERING THE JUNTA TO RELEASE® NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER JACOBO
TIMERMAN., IN 1984 THF SUPREME COURT ORDERED THE COURTS TO
FULLY INVESTIGATE DISAPPEARANCES WHEN THERE IS EVIDENCE
SUGGESTING GOVERNMENT FORCES MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED.

F. INVASION OF THE HOME.

THE SANCTITY OF THE ROME HEAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN PRO-
TECTED BY ARGENTINE LAY, CUSTOM AND PRACTICE. THE SECURITY
FORCES, HOWEVER, HAVE OFLEN VIOLATED SUCH SANCTITY LURING
THEIR ANTI-TERRORIST AND ANTI-SUAVERSIVE OPERATIONS.
THOUGH THE NUMBER APPEARS TO HAVE LROPPED OFF SHARPLY
DURING 1980, AVAILABLE INFORMATION SUGGESTS THAT VIOLATION
OF THE HOME®S SANCTITY WAS FMPLOYED ON SOME OCCASIONS.

2. GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARD THE FULFILLMENT OF SUCH
VITAL NEEDS AS FOOL, SHELTER, HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION:
ARGENTINA IS ONE OF THE MOST DEVELOPED OF THE NATIONS

IN LATIN AMERICA. ITS STANDARD OF LIVING IS HIGH. IN

1978 PER CAPITA INCOME IN CURRENT DOLLARS WAS 52,331 AND
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENTS HAVF-—VWITHIN THE ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS
OF RECENT YEARS——SOUGHT TO CONFRONT SOCIAL NEEDS. INFANT .
MORTALITY IN 197¢-79 WAS 59 PER 1,8¢@ BIRTHS. IN

1977 93PCT OF THE ADULT POPULATION WAS LITERATE. OFFICIAL
UNEMPLOYMENT IN ARGENTINA WAS ONLY 2.2PCT IN 1888 BUT SOME
OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT™ THERE IS A HIGHER LEVEL OF HIDDEN
UNEMPLOYMENT. THE DISTRIBUTION OF INCOMk HAS BECOME

LESS EQUAL IN RECENT YEARS, IN PART AS A RESULT OF GOVERN-
MENT POLICIES DESIGNED TO REDUCE INFLATION AND REVITALIZE
THE COUNTRY’S PRODUCTIVE SECTOR. TOWARD THAT END, THF
%8VERNMENT HAS MADE AN SFFORT TO OPEN THE ECONOMY TO
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EXTERNAL COMPETITION BY LOWERING TARIFF PROTECTION, RE-
DUCING SUBSIDIES, AND LIMITING STATE INVOLVEMENT IN THE
ECONOMY. INFLATION, ROWEVER, IS STILL HIGH, RUNNING AT
ABOUT 75 PCT FOR THX YEAR. '

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP AND TRANSACTION IS A RIGHT OF THE
CITIZENS. THE TAX SYSTEM IS PROGRESSIVE AND TAX COLLEC-
TIONS ARE INCREASINGLY EFFECTIVE, THOUGH COMPLIANCE RE-
MAINS A PROBLEM.

EDUCATION EAS BEEN FREE AND IS WIDELY AVAILABLE, .THOUGH
THE GOVERNMENT IS NOW MOVING TO REQUIRE TUITION FOR
UNIVERSITY-LEVEL EDUCATION. HEALTE CARE PROGRAMS ACCOUNT
FOR A MAJOR SHARE OF THE GOVERNMENT’S BUDGET. GOVERNMENT,
PRIVATE AND TRADE UNION MEDICAL CARE PROGRAMS MAKE TREAT-
MENT AVAILABLE AND AFFORDABLE TO MOST OF THE POPULATION.
THERE IS A SERIOUS HOUSING DEFICIT IN ARGENTINA, MOST OF
IT ATTRIBUTABLE TO NOW DEFUNCT LEGISLATION THAT SUSTAINED
RENT CONTROL GUIDELINES.

3. RESPECT FOR CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES, INCLUDING:

A. FREEDOM OF SPEECH, RELIGION AND ASSEMBLY

IN 1980 THE MARGIN FOR EXFERCISE OF FREEDOM OF

SPEECH AND ASSEMBLY, PROVILED FOR 3Y THE ARGENTINE CON-
STITUTION, EXPANDED SIGNIFICANTLY. IN EARLIER YEARS

THE CLIMATE OF VIOLENCE AND REPRESSION MADE MANY

ARGENTINES FEARFUL OF ASSERTING THESE FREEDOMS. THE

RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY FOR POLITICAL GROUPS HAS BEEN SUSPENDED
SINCE MARCH 1276, AND MARXIST PARTIES TO THE LEFT OF THE COMMUNISTS
BANNED.

THE PRESS IS NOT SUBJECT TO PRIOR OFFICIAL CENSORSHIP FOR
POLITICAL -- AS OPPOSED TO MORAL —- CONTENT. GOVERNMENT
IMPOSED GUIDELINES AND SELF~CENSORSHIP DO PLAY AN IMPORTANT
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ROLE. NEWSPAPERS, HOWEVER, ACTIVELY CRITICIZE: THE GOVERNMENT
AND REPORT THE REMARKS OF OPPOSITION POLITICIANS. COVERAGE

OF SUCH SENSITIVE ISSUES AS WUMAN RIGHTS AND TEE DISAPPEARANCES
INCREASED OVER THE COURSE OF 198s. MOST FOREIGN PULICATIONS ENTER
ARGENTINA WITHOUT CENSORSEIP ALTHOUGH OCCASIONALLY SOM® ISSUES
ARE CENSORED FOR POLITICAL OR MORAL REASONS.

THE GOVERNMENT HEAS TOLERATED A LOW LEVEL OF ORGANIZED POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES BY ESTABLISEED POLITICAL PARTIES.

PARTY LEADERS MEET AND PUBLICLY CRITICIZE THE CONTINUATION

OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT AS WELL AS GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND
ACTIONS INCLUDING 50TH THE FCONOMIC SITUATION AND SUCH
SENSITIVE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES AS ACCOUNTING FOR THEE DIS-
APPEARED. ON OCCASION INFORMAL MFETINGS OF PARTY LEADERS

ARE PROEIBITED OR SOMETIMES DISRUPTED BY THE POLICE ANT

THE PARTICIPANTS DETAINED, USUALLY FOR BRIEF PERIODS.
POLITICAL LEADERS STILL RISK ARREST IF THEY OVERSTEP THE
UNCERTAIN AND UNDEFINED BOUNDS OF PERMITTFD POLITICAL ACTIVITY
AND STATEMENTS.,

THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION REFQUIRES THAT THE PRESIDENT

BE A MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIC CYURCH, AND THF MAJORITY OF
ARGENTINES PROFESS THEIS FAITH, OTHER RELIGIONS ARE

REQUIRED TO REGISTER WITH TH® GOVERNMENT; ALL BUT THE
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES ARE PRRMITTED TO FUNCTION, AND

THERE ARE SUBSTANTIAL MINORITY RELIGIOUS GROUPS, INCLUD-

ING A 320 ,000—450,008 MEMBER JEWISE COMMUNITY.

THE GOVERNMENT PUBLICLY CONDEMNS RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE.
ARGENTINE JEWS HAVE YELL TAVEFLOPED COMMUNITY ORGANIZA-

TIONS, FXERCISE THEIR RELIGION WITHOUT RESTRAINTS AND
PARTICIPATE FULLY IN ARGNNTINE ECONOMIC ANLC CULTURAL

LIFE. TEE GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS CORRECT RELATIONS VWITH

TEE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND THFRE IS NO EVIDENCE OF OFFICIAL
ANTI-SEMITIC POLICY. DURING THE WEIGHT OF THE DIRTY

WAR THERE WERE CREDIBLE REPORTS OF ANTI-SEMITIC BEBAVIOR

IN THE SECURITY FORCES. VIRULENT ANTI-SEMITIC LITERATURE
REMAINS ON SALE IN THE COUNTRY. IN 1988, SEVFRAL JEWISH
SCHOOLS WERE BOMBED IN JULY AND AUGUST AND MORE RECEIVED
ANONYMOUS THREATS. THOUGH THE CULPRITS WERE NEVER FOUND,

IN THE FACE OF THESE ATTACKES THE GOVERNMENT SOUGLT TO REASSURE
ARGENTINE JEWS.

TEE GOVERNMENT HAS RESFUSED TO PERMIT ThE LEGAL REGISTRATION
OF THE JEROVAE’S WITNESSES wHO NUMBER APPROXIMATELY

32 ,00¢ IN ARGENTINA. THEIR PROPERTIES AND MEETING

PLACES HAVE BEEN CLOSED, AND WITNESS CHILDREN HAVE BEEN
EXPELLED FROM PROVINCIAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS FOR REFUSING TO

SALUTE THE FLAG AND SING THE NATIONAL ANTEEM. THE

SUPREME COURT EAS NOW RULED IN TwO CASES THAT PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHILDREN SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RWTURN T0 SCHOOL.

SEVERAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, UNITING ACTIVISIS

AND RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED, HAVE PLAYED A SIGNIGICANT-
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ROLE IN ARGENTINA OVER TEE PAST SEVERL YEARS. :SOME
LEADERS OF THESE GROUPS WERE SEVERELY HARASSED AND
BT :
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THREATENED IN THE PAST AND SEVERAL ACTIVISTS DISAPPEARED.
IN 1882 IT APPEARED THAT THE ORGANIZATIONS WERF OPERATING
IN A CLIMATE OF ENHANCED SECURITY THROUGH THERE CONTINUED
TO BE OCCASIONAL HARASSMENT. '

B. FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WITHIN THE COUNTRY, FORKIGN

TRAVEL AND EMIGRATION.

THE ARGENTINES ARE FREE TO TRAVEL WITHOUT RESTRICTION
WITHIN THE COUNTRY AND TO LZAVE WITHOUT RESTRICTION. THEY
ARE FREE TO EMIGRATE. THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION PERMITS
PERSONS HELD UNDER EXECUTIVE DETENTION (PEN) TO CEQOSE
SELF-EXILE. EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT OF OPTION WAS

DENIED BY THE CURRENT COVERNMENT UNTIL 1378 AND IS STILL
RESTRICTED THROUGE THE USE OF AN EXTENSIVE SCREENING
PRCCESS FOR ALL APPLICANTS. MANY APPLICATIONS WERE DENIED
DURING 1988, EVEN THOUGH TE® APPLICANTS HELD DOCUMENTS
AUTBEORIZING THEM TO ENTER OTHER COUNTRIES.

ARGENTINA HAS ACCEPTED ABOUT 37@ INDOCHINESE REFUGZES.
THE RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM HAS GONE REASONABLY WFLL FOR
MOST OF THESE. SOME, EOWEVER, HAVE BEEN VERY DISCONTENT,
PARTICULARLY ABOUT JOB CONLITIONS AND HAVE SQUGHT TO
LEAVE THE COUNTRY. ARGENTINA HAS ALSO ACCEPTED 11 CUBAN
REFUGEES. TWC PEOPLE WHO IEPORTEDLY DISAPPEAREL IN 1980
WERE PARAGUAYAN COMMUNISTS LIVING AS REFUGEES IN ARGENTINA.
MARRIED WOMEN LIVING IN ARGENTINA MUST HAVE THE PERMIS—
SION OF THEIR HUSBANDS TO TRAVEL ARROAL wWITH THE CEILDREN
I¥ THE HUSBAND IS NOT ACCOMPANYING THEM.

C. FREEDOM TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS.

MOST ELEMENTS OF THE POLITICAL PR0CESS REMAINETD

LEGALLY SUSPENDED IN 198@2. TFE GOVERNMENT S INTENTION

IS TO RETURN THE NATION TO FULL DEMOCRACY BUT IT HAS NOT
ESTABLISHED A TIMETARLE FOR RIALIZING TEAT GOAL. AS
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PART OF THE PROCESS OF REDEMOCRATIZATION OTHE GOVERNMENT
IN LATE 1879 PROMGLGATED A "POLITICAL PLAN" CONTAINING
VERY BROAD GUIDELINES FOR TYE EVENTUAL RKTGRN OF ThKE
COUNTRY TO CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT. IN 1982, UNDER THE
LEADERSHIP OF THE MINISTER OF TH& INTKLR IOR THE GOVERN-
MENT BEGAN A "DIALOGUE" WITH MANY OF THZ NATION S POLI-
TICAL LEADERS. THE STATED PURPOSE OF THE DIALOGUE WAS

TO DEVELP IMPLEMENTING LEGISTLATION FOR THE POLITICAL

PLAN. AS OF SEPTEMBER 138¢ THIS IMPLEMENTING LEGISLATION
HAD NOT EMERGED AND THE DIALOGUE WITH POLITICAL LEADERS
CONTINUES, IN THE MEANTIME, THE JUNTA DESIGNATED AN-
OTHER MILITARY PRESIDENT TO SERVE UNTIL MARCH 1984.
PROFESSIONAL POLITICIANS NURING THE YEAR PUBLICLY CON-
DEMNED THE EXCLUSION OF TEE PUBLIC FROM PRISIDENTIAL
SELECTION PROCESS,

ARGENTINE VOMEN ENJOY EQUAL JURIDICAL STATUS WITH MEN.
WOMEN’S RIGHTS ARE NOT A CONTENTIOUS ISSUE IN ARGENTINA,
AS JOBS AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, ALONG WITH

SUPPORT SYSTEMS THAT FACILITATE THE SIMULTANEIOUS HANDLING
OF JOB AND FAMILY, ARE READILY AVAILABLE. SEX DISCRIMINATION
IS PROHIBITED IN FDUCATION. POLITICS AND EMPLOYMENT.
TRADITION AND SOCIAL CUSTOMS STILL DICTATE THAT A WOMEN'S
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY IS TO HUSBAND AND HOME AND LIMITS
WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE WORX FORCE.

THE GOVERNMENT HAS INTERVIENED MAJOR TRADE UNIONS, REPLAC-
ING HIGH LEVEL UNION OFFICIALS YITF MILITARY PERSONNEL,
AND STRIKES HAVE BEEN PROEIRITED. IN 1976, .AND AGAIN IN
MID-1979, THE GOVERNMENT DETAINED A NUMBER'OF IMPORTANT
LABOR LEADERS (ALMOST ALL HAVE SINCE BEEN RELEASED).
STRIKES FOR WAGE INCREASES HAVE NEVERTHELESS OCCURRED AND
NEARLY ALL HAVE BEEN SETTLED VWITHOUT VIOLENCE. IN LATE
1979, AFTER MORE THAN THRFE YEARS OF STUDY, THE GOVERN-
MENT ISSUEL A NEW TRADE UNION LAY WHICH SETS THE GUIDE-
LINES FOR TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION AND LAYS THE GROUNDWORE
FOR LIFTING THE SUSPENSION OF UNION ACTIVITIES WHICH HAS
BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE TEE ARMED FORCES TOO{ POVWER IN

1976. IT IS NOT CLEAR WEEN THE GOVERNMENT WILL LIFT

THE SUSPENSION OF THE RIGHT TO STRIXKE AND TO BARGAIN
COLLECTIVELY. FROM THE GOVERNMENT S POINT OF VIE¥, THE

NEY LAW IS DESIGNED TO INTRODUCE MORE GRASS ROOTS DEMO-
CRACY AND FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION FOR THF WORYERS THAN
EXISTED IN THE PAST; LABOR LEADERS, ON THE OTHER HAND,

SEE IT AS AN EMASCULATION OF UNION POWER, AS IT PROSCRIBES
ALL POLITICAL ACTIVITY AN} GREATLY RESTRICTS CONTROL OVER -
SOCIAL FUNDS. THE PROCEDURAL STEPS FOR THE IMPLFMENTATION
BT .
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OF THE NEW LAW WILL NOT BE CLARIFIED UNTIL THE MINISTRY

OF LABOR ISSUES DRTAILED REGULATIONS, WHICH MAY TAKE UP

TO ANOTHER 12¢ DAYS TO BE DRAFTED. THE ICFTU CONDEMNED

THEE LAW AS A VIOLATION OF UNION RIGHTS.

ALTEOUGH ENJOYING NO OFFICIALS STANDING OR RECOGNITION BY
THE GOVERNMENT, SEVERAL LABOR GROUPINGS ARE ACTIVE IN MAYING
THEIR VIEWS KNOWN. FOR EXAMPLE, THEY OPPOSE THE

GOVERNMENT S TRADE UNION LAW ON GROUNDS THAT IT RESTRICTS
FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND TEE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE AS DEFINED
IN CONVENTIONS 87 AND 98 OF THE INTERNATIONAL BABOR ORGANIZA-
TION AS RATIFIED BY TEE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT. TEEY ALSO
OPPOSE THENEW LA¥W'S PROHIBITION AGAINST POLITICAL ACTION

BY TRADE UNIONS.

4. GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE AND RECORD REGARDING INTERNATIONAL
AND NONGOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGED VIOLATIONS

OF HUMAN RIGHTS:

IN LATE 1978, THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT INVITED THE
INTER-AMERICAN BEUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (IAHRC) TO VISIT
ARGENTINA, THAT VISIT TOOK PLACE FROM SEPTEMBER & TO 28,
1979. THE COMMISSION MET WITH PRESIDENT VIDELA AND OTHER
HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS, RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL
AND LABOR OFFICIALS, TOOX TESTIMONY FROM FAMILY MEMBERS

OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS AND FROM FORMER PRISONERS AND
VISITED SEVERAL PRISONS AND DETENTION CENTERS. THE IAHRC
RECORDED A PAST PATTERN OF WIDE SCALE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES,
INCLUDING VIOLATIONS BY THE GOVERNMENT RE THE RIGHT TO
LIFE, TO PERSONAL SECURITY, TO PERSONAL LIBERTY, TO TUE
PROCESS, TO FREEDOM OF OPINION, EXPRESSION AND ASSOCIATION,
THE IAHRC ALSQO OBSERVED, HOWEVER, THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION
OF THE JEEOVAH'S WITNESSES, FREEDOM OF RELIGION PREVAILS
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IN ARGENTINA. IT REPORTED THAT THERE IS NO OFFICIALS POLICY
OF ANTI-SEMITISM, THOUGH IN SOME INSTANCES JEWS HAVE BEEN
THE SUBJECT OF DISCRIMINATION. THE IAHRC FORMULATED A
SERIES OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT FOR
CORRECTING THF ABUSES IT HAD OBSERVED. THESE RECOMMENDATIONS
INCLUDED AN OFFICIAL ACCOUNTING FOR THE DISAPPEARED;
EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF HABEAS CORPUS 'PROCEDURES;
RELEASF OR TRIAL OF THEOSE BEING HELD UNDER PEN; IMPROVE-
MENT IN PRISON CONDITIONS; ESTABLISHMENT OF DUE PROCESS)
ALLOWING THE JEHOVAR’S WITNESSES TO EXERCISE FREFLY

THEIR RELIGION AND TO INVESTIGATE AND PUNISH DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST JEWSi AND TO ASSURE SECURITY AND FREEDOM FOR .
HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS.

ARGgNTINA HAS NOT SIGNED THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS. .

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS MAINTAINS

AN ACTIVE PROGRAM IN ARGENTINA, WITH REGULAR PRISON

VISITS.

END TEXT.

RUSER

BT
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VXA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

{,"\ i f Washington, D.C. 20520

BUREAU OF HUMAN RIGHTS
AND HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS

January JO 1980

MEMORANDUM

TO: Dr. Lincoln Bloomfield .
FROM: Patricia Derial@//’

SUBJECT: Human Rights Country Report

Attached is the completed Human Rights report on:

ARLeVTINA

The report is mainly based on extensive reporting from
our mission abroad, research and analysis in the Department
of State and review of current non-governmental organizations'
statements, such as Amnesty International. The report is
prepared according to a standard format and guidelines.

The report has been approved in the Department of State
by the appropriate geographic bureau, the Bureau of
Intelligence and Research, the Policy Planning Staff, the
Office of the Legal Advisor, the Office of Congressional
Relations, and the Bureau of Human Rights and Humanitarian
Affairs and trewddSiee-ofttire-Pepry-fesnebane. ol State. If
appropriate, it has also been cleared by AID.

The report is not to be shown to, or discussed with
representatives of any foreign government. This not only
applies to this report, but to reports on other countries.

As you know, all such reports.are by statute required
to be submitted by the Secretary of State to the Congress by
January 31, 1980. The Department is providing this
completed report to you for your information. Should you
notice any factual errors, please, let me know directly
within three days.

This report has been cleared by the Secretary of State
personally. :
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Over the:past twenty-five years Argentina has passed
through several cycles of alternating civilian and
military rule; since 1955, there have been six military
and six civilian presidents. Beginning in 1969, violence
mounted progressively from the -left and the right

as groups with widely different political objectives
and conceptions strugqled for power. As a result,

both civilian and military governments have maintained
‘a "state of siege" for some nine of the past ten years.
At the height of this violence in 1975-1976, terrorism
had taken on broad dimensions: bombings, ‘robberies,
kidnappings and 'assasasinations for political reasons
wvere common Qccurrences. QOrganized terrorist groups

on both- sides, of the political spectrum numbered some
5,000-6,000 persons, with sympathxzers estimated at

an additional 15,000.

By 1976 the situation in_Argentina had deterlorated sharply.
Courts and political leaders were being“intimidated;. '
inflation approached 800 per cent; and many. essential
public services had been disrupted. At this point,

the Armed Forces again took control df the state,

with the avowed goals of promoting economic recovery

and ending terrorism and corruption. They pzomised

that democragy would ultimately be restored. The’

Armed Forces maintained the state-qf siege imposed

in 1974 by President Maria Estela Peron, closed Congress,
deposed the President, and replaced all members of

the Supreme Court. Elected state and local governmental
officials were replaced by military officers, and
political party activities, including the right of
assembly, were prohibited. Most trade unions were
intervened _and all strikes were banned.

The security forces embarked on a widespread counter-
campaign of violence aimed .at terrorists as well as
elements of the society they considered subversive;
many known or suspected terrorists, as well as many
perscns with no subversive record, disappeared. Many
others vere detained by the Executive without any
specific charge under the "state of siege" powers

of the Constitution.

The most carefully recorded and documented list of
unexplained disappearances, compiled by the Permanent
Assembly for Human Rights in Buenos Aires, contains
about 6,500 cases for the period 1976 to 1979. Some .
estimates, however, run considerably higher. The
Mission of the New York.City Bar Association, which
visited Argentina in 1979, considers a fiqure of 10,000
as more accurate, while Amnesty International assetts
that 15-20,000 persons have disappeared. There is
substant1al evidence that most of these persons were
abducted by the security foreces and interrogated under
torture; as most have not reappeared, many ohservers
believe that they were summarily executed. There
have been reports, difficult to verify, that some
missing persons have been seen alive in detention
cesnters.

As regards use of the Argentine Executive's "state-
of-siege”™ detention powers, some 8,200 persocns have
been arrested under these provisions since 1974, both
by the present Government and its predecessor. While
many of those so detained have been released, others
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of the Executive, the Argentine constitution places

no specific time limit on detention under the "state

of siege”. Several courts (first-instance and appellate)
held--that such prolonged detention is in essence an
imposition of punishment without due process, and

hence unconstitutional. The Supreme Court, however,

has overruled these lower court-decisions and upheld

the Executive's posgition.

Conditions of detention were often cruel, and serious
problems of mistreatment, overcrowding, and insufficient
medical care often existed. Although the Government
asserts that torture was never authorized, there is
extensive evidence that torture was routinely used
during interrogation by the security forces.

Beginning in early 1978, Government spokesmen declared

the war on terrorism to have been wen. Conceding

that excesses had been committed, the national authorities,
through a variety of directives and personnel transfers,
have sought to tighten control over the operations

of the security forces. At the invitation of the
Argentine Government, the Inter-American Human Rights
Commission visited Argentina in September 1979 to
investigate human rights abuses. The Commission interviewed
many government, human rights, religious, political

and labor officials, and had access to saveral prisons and
detention centers. A mission of the New York City
?ar Association was also permitted to visit Argentina

n 1979.

Since late 1978, the incidence of disappearances has
declined significantly. They numbered many thousands
in both 1976 and 1377, and pver 500 in 1978; since
then such occurrences have been sharply reduced.

In 1979 there were 44 known disappearances, most of
wvhich occurred in the first half of the year. There
are indications that the Government has committed
itself to end thils practice. .

The number of prisoners held without charge under

the Executive's "state-of-siege"” has been reduced
substantially; about 1,300 remained in late 1979.

The Government has released large numbers of these
detainees. An estimated 1,000 others have been tried
and convicted and are atill serving prison terms.
About 500 more are currently on trial. A reviev board
is working actively on cases of the remaining prisoners.
A presidential decree in April reqularizing prison
rules led to significant improvements in many prison
facilities.

Terrorist activities in Argentina have largely ceased.
There are reports that small numbers of terrorists

are being trained in third countries and are returning
to Argentina. In three separate instances, terrorists
attempted to murder high officials in late 1979.

The GOA has declared that the incidents of the past
year are isolated eventg which do not signal a major
resurgence of terrorism.

Political party activity continues to be prohibited
and labor unions remain narrowly circumscribed; Government
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The law has been criticized by Argentine and international
labor organizations as a Government.attempt to curtail
organized labor's political and economic power.

In late 1979, the Government promulgated a "political
plan® containing broad guidelines for an eventual

return to civilian rzule and a promise to develop specific
proposals in 1980, following a dialogue between military
leaders and diverse civilian. groups.

Argentine human rights groups are active and well
organized, although their leadership has been subject
to severe harassment and arrest.

1. Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including
Freedom from: '

a. Torture

There is extensive evidence, primarily the statements
of former detainees, that torture has been routinely
used by the security forces. It has been most frequent
during the first days of interrogation and, according
to numercus reports, has taken such forms as the use

of electric shock, immersion of the head in water,

mock executicns, 'and other types of severe physical

and psychological abuse. There are also credible
allegations that such practices continued in 1979,

wvith new detainees. The national Government has publicly
stated that it has never authorized the use of torture.

b. Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment

There is an extensive body of evidence indicating
that summary execution was a common practice during
the years when large numbers of people were being
detained by the security fdrces.

Before early 1979, conditions of imprisonment were
poor, and medical services rudimentary. 1In April

1379, the government decreed uniform prison requlations
which have led to a general improvement in prison
conditions. There are some reports of continued abuse,
but in general over-crowding has been reduced, medical
care is better, and visits by family and legal counsel
assured, as is the receipt of educational and writing
material. The International Committee of the Red

Cross maintains a regular program of prison visits.

c. Arbitrary Arrest and Imprisonment

The Argentine Constitution, in Article 23, establishes
the power of the Executive Branch to detain and hold
prisoners under a "state of siege" (which has been

in effect since 1974). The constitutional provisions
are referred to as the National Executive Power ("PEN"
for the Spanish words Poder Ejecutivo Nacional).

The Executive-has interpreted the Constitution, which
places no explicit time limit on the duration of the
PEN detention, as meaning it can hold prisoners under
the PEN povers indefinitely. The Supreme Court,
overruling a number of lower court decisions, has
upheld this view, accepting broad and unsubstantiated
charges of association with subversion as sufficient
grounds for detention. Some PEN prisoners have been
in jail without charge for several years -- including




a significant number detained before 1976.

Since January 1, 1979, 44 persons, who have not since
been located, have disappeared under circumstances
suggesting that they were taken by security forces;
most of these disappearances -occurred in the first
half of the year. There hdave also been charges that
persons are being held clandestinely by the security
forces. While there is no evidénce that large numbers
of persons are thus being held, hopes have been nourished
by the experience of some prisoners who "disappeared”,
vere presumed to be dead, and later -- in some cases
months or years later -- reappeared as officially
acknowledged prisoners held under the "PEN". Reports
of the existence of clandestine camps have diminished

in the last several months.

]
In September 1979 the Government approved a law shortening
the period required for a court finding of presumptive
death; it gives the Government as well as relatives
the right to initiate proceedings. The law has alleviated
some personal hardships in legal and financial matters;
however, it has drawn sharp criticism from Argentine
human rights organizations, relatives, and the European
Parliament because they feared the Government would
use the law.to arbitrarily close the cases .of the
disappeared. :

In 1979 the Government reduced the number of prisoners
being held under the "PEN" from 3,400 to about 1,300,
freeing some, bringing some to trial, expelling others
and allowing still others to leave the country. Perhaps
another 1,000 are serving sentences after trial and
conviction on charges of terrorism, or "subversive”
‘political activity or associations. About 500 more

are still in trial status.

d. Denial of Fair Public Trial

The trial of those accused Of subversion or terrorism
may be held in civilian or military court. Civilian
courts follow the customary legal provisions regarding
open and fair trialas. Argentine law, however, requires
written rather than oral testimony, so that "cpen”

has a different meaning and different consequences

from those in other legal systems. The lav provides
that the civilian courts are independent, but the
pressures accompanying trials involving subversion

and terrorism make it difficult for the courts to
naintain independence. Military tribunals, before

which civilians may be tried, conduct their proceedings
in secret. The defandants have access only to a military
defense counsel vho iz usually not a lawyer. Defendants
legally may be kept unaware of the evidence against
them, in both military and civilian proceedings.

An adequate defense in cases of terrorism or subversion
is also difficult to ensure because many attorneys

are reluctant to asasume cases of this nature for fear
of harassment and reprisals. The New York City Bar
Association, in its report on the visit of its mission
of lawyers to Argentina, concludes that some lawyers
disappeared or were detained as the result of defending
clients and causes unpopular with the Government,
resulting in the intimidation of other lawyers.

While the courts are constitutionally independent,
in 1976 the Junta replaced all members of the Supreme



Court; it also removed a number of judges in lower

courts, though most judges were retained. The courts

have often upheld Executive interpretations of laws

and the Constitution. However, there have been instances,
vhen ‘the courts challenged Government actions and
interpretations of its powers. The most celebrated

of these cases revolved around detained newpaper publisher
Jacobo Timerman -- who was ordered released by the
Supreme Court in an opinion the Junta upheld despite

the reported objection of some members of the military. .

The Bar Assoclation's report also highlights other
problems associated with the lack of due process,

but does state that "the ingredients for progress

are present™ in Argentina. 1In its report the Association
cited the decline in abductions, the Government's
commitment to expand procedural safequards, and certain
Supreme Court efforts to exert pressure in the direction
of due process. The report recommends the removal

of all detainees from executive detention, new trials
for those convicted in military courts, an accounting
for the disappeared, the termination of restrictions

on the exercise of the right of option (see Section

3b) and the reestablishment of the rule of law and
constitutional guarantees. -

e. Invasion of the Honme

The sanctity of the home has traditionally been protected

by Argentine law, custom and practice. The security
forces, however, have often violated such sanctity

during their anti-terrorist and anti-subversive operations.
Though the number of intrusions dropped off during

1979, information available suggests that violations

of the home's sanctity in the form of raids and unauthorized
searches remains a practice of these forces.

2. Government Policies Toward the Fulfillment of
Such Vvital Needs as Food, Shelter, Health Care and
Education:

Argentina is one of the most advanced of the newly
industrialized nationa. 1Indices of Argentina's
standard of living are high. 1In 1978 per capita income
in current dollars was $2,33]1 and Argentine governments
have -~ within the economic constraints of recent

years -- sought to confront social needs.

Unemployment in Argentina was only 1.8 percent in
1978; the distribution of income has become less equal
in recent years, in part as a result of government
policies designed to reduce inflation and revitalize
the country's productive sector. Toward that end,

the Government has made an effort to open the economy
to external competition by lowering tariff protection,
reducing subsidies, and limiting state involvement

in the economy. Inflation, however, is still high,
running at about 160 percent for the year.

- ) .
}\The tax system is progressive and tax collections

‘\are increasingly effective, though compliance rémains
2 problem.

Education has been free and is widely available, although
the Government is novw moving to require tuition for
university-level education. 1Illiteracy is virtually



private, and trade union medical care programs
make treatment available and affordable to most of
the population.

There is a serious housing deficit in Argentina, much
of it -attributable to now defunct legislation that
sustained rent control guidelines. Corruption in

the public sector has declined significantly under
the current government. :

3. Respect for Civil and Political Liberties, Including:
a. PFPreedom of Speech, Religion, and Assembly

The Argentine Constitution provides for these freedoms,
but under both civilian and military governments they
have been circumscribed since the imposition of the
"state of siege” in November 1974. The climate of
violence and repression in Argentina in recent years
has made many Argentines fearful of exercising freedom
of speech.

Since 1976 the Government has intervened or confiacated
a number of newspapers, notably La Opinion, edited

by Jacobo Timerman. Journalists have bean among the
Argentines who "disappeared®™. Although the press

is not subject to prior official censorship, Government-
imposed guidelines result in self-censorship. Newspapers
have, however, actively criticized the Government

on economic policy and have discussed political issues
including, especially in recent months, human rights.
Most foreign publications enter Argentina without
censorship although occasionally some issues are censored
for political and sexual content.

The Argentine Constitution requires that the President
be a member of the Catholic Church, and the majority

of Argentines profess this faith. Other religions

are required to register with the Government; all

but one are permitted to function, and there are substantial
minority religious groups, including a 450,000 member
Jewish community. There are credible reports of anti-
Semitic attitudes and behaviour in the security forces,
but the Government publicy condemns religious prejudice
and maintains officially correct relations with the
organized Jewish community. The Government has refused
to permit the legal registration of the Jehovah's
Witnesses who number approximately 30,000 in Argentina.
Their properties and meeting places have been closed,
and Witness children have been expelled from provincial
school systems for refusing to salute the flag and

sing the natiocnal anthem. Although the Supreme Court
has now ruled in one case that primary school children.
should be allowed to return to school, the Witnesses
still report instances at the local level where children
are expelled from school for failure to respect national
symbols. ’

Several human rights organizations, uniting activists

and relatives of the disappeared, have played a significant
role in Argentina over the past several years. Some
leaders of these groups were harassed and threatened

during 1979, and a police raid on the headquarters

of three of the organizations in August raised questions
about the future. The police action was ordered by

a federal judge. The files of the organizations seized
during the raids had not been returned to them by



December, when this report was prepared. The “"Mothers
of the Plaza de Mayo" -- relatives of disappeared
persons -- whe used to assemble in front of the Ministry
of the Interior in the Plaza de Mayo, were forcibly
prevented from using the Plaza late in 1978 and early
1979 *and were not permitted to return in 1979. Some

of the "Mothers"™ themselves disappeared, including

at least one during 1979. :

b. Preedom of Movement Within the Country, Foreign
Travel and Emigration

Argentines are free to travel without restriction
within the country and to leave without restriction.
They are free to emigrate. The Argentine Constitution
permits persons held under executive detention (PEN)
to choose self-exile. Exercise of this "right of
option" was denied by the current govermment until
1978 and i3 still restricted through the use of an
extensive screening process for all applicants. Many
applications wvere denied during 1979, even though

the applicants held documents authorizing them to °
enter other countries.

c. Freedom to Participate in the Political Process

After the March 1976 coup d'etat, the Government restricted
or suspended most elements of the democratic political
process. It has expressed its intention of moving

the country back toward normal constitutional, democratic
processes but has not established a timetable for

reaching this goal. 1In December 1979, the Government
promulgated a "political plan" containing broad guidelines
and a commitment for an eventual return to civilian
government. The plan promises implementing legislation

in the second half of 1980 following a dialoque between
nilitary leaders and diverse civilian groups.

The right of assembly for pblitical groups has been
suspended since March of 1976, but the Government

has tolerated a low level of organized polltical activity
by established political parties. Party leaders meet,
spokesmen criticize a variety of government policies

and actions, and proclamations are issued in the names

of specific parties. Some informal meetinga of party
leaders have, however, been disrupted by the police,

and the leaders detained for brief periods.

Argentine women enjoy equal juridical status with

men. Women's rights are not a contentious issue in
Argentina, as jobs and educational opportunities,

along with support systems that facilitate the simultaneous
handling of job and family, are readily available.

Sex discrimination is prohibited in education, politics
and employment. Tradition and social customs still
dictate that a voman's primary responsibility is to
husband and home and limits women's participation

in the work force.

The government has intervened major trade unions,

replacing high level union officials with military

personnel, and strikes have been prohibited. 1In 19786,

and again in mid-1979, the Govermment detained & number

of important labor leaders (almost all have since

been released). Strikes for vage lncreases have nevertheless
occurred and nearly all have been settled without

viclence. On November 15, after more than three years

of ‘study, the Government issued a new Trade Union
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law which sets the guidelines for Trade Union organization
and lays the groundwork for lifting the suspension

of union activities which has been in effect since

the Armed Forces took power in 1976. It is not clear
when the Government will 1ift the suspension of the
right to strike and to bargain collectively. From

the Government's point of view, the new law is designed
to introduce more grass roots democracy and freedom

of association for the workers than existed in the

past; labor leaders, on the other hand, see it as

an emasculation of union power, as it proscribes all
political activity and greatly restricts control over
soclal funds. The procedural steps for the implemention
of the new law will not be clarified until the Ministry
of Labor issues detailed regulations, which may take

up to another 120 days to be drafted. The ICFTU has
condemned the law as a violation of union rights.

In September 1979, two major groups of union leaders
merged to form the United Leadership of Argentine
Workers {(CUTA), a provisional committee which purports
to speak in the name of the organized Argentine trade
‘unien movement in the absence of an officially functioning
national central body. Although enjoying no official
standing or recognition by the Government, CUTA is
active in making its views known. Por example, CUTA
opposes the recent trade union law on grounds that

it restricts freedom of assoclation and the right

toc organize as defined in conventions 87 and 98 of

the International Labor Organization as ratified by
the Argentine Government. It also opposes the new
la:'n prohibition against political action by trade
unions.

4. Government Attitude and Record Regarding International
and Non-governmental Investigation of Alleged Violations
of Human Rights: .

In late 1978, the Argentine Government invited the
Inter-American Human Right's Commission to visit Argentina.
That visit took place from September 6 to 20, 1979.

The Commission met with President videla and other
high-level government, human rights, religious, political,
and labor officlals, took testimony from family members
of disappeared persons and from former priscners,

and visited several prisons and detention centers.

The Commission will submit its formal report to the

OAS in 1980. Argentina has not signed the American
Convention on Human Rights. .

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
maintains an active program in Argentina, with government
approval, on behalf of imprisoned persons. The ICRC

alsc monitors prison -conditions. The Government has
usually received and facilitated the efforts of various
groups and individuals seeking to investigate allegations
of human rights abuse.
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April 10, 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to the President from Mrs. Rische
M. Timerman

Mrs. Rische M. Timerman, the wife of a prominent
Argentine publisher who has been the victim of human
rights abuse by the GOA, has written to President
Carter to express her deep appreciation for the Presi-
dent's efforts on behalf of her husband. The letter,
which was delivered to our Embassy in Israel where
she resides, also expresses appreciation for Ambassador
Castro's work on this case and Mrs. Timerman's hope
that these efforts will lead to her husband's release.

The GOA has recently reconsidered Timerman's case
and the Junta has discussed whether he might now be
released. While this review was underway the Argentine
Foreign Ministry asked our Embassy in Buenos Aires what
our quid pro quo might be for Timerman's release. The
Embassy offered no specific suggestions and reiterated
our position that Timerman should be released on the
merits of his case. In his most recent discussion of
the Timerman case with Army Commander Viola, Ambassador
Castro again urged that Timerman be released. General
Viola told him that this is not likely to take place in
the immediate future.

We recommend that the President sign the attached

reply to Mrs. Timerman.
‘BB4JL. Eglrhy’x;r'

Peter Tarnoff
Executive Secretary

Attachments:
1. Suggested reply
2. Letter from Mrs. Rische M. Timerman to President
Carter
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SUBJECT: L.TTHR TO PRESIDENT VINELA FROM PRESIDENT CARTFER

1. PLeASc PASS FOLLNWI~G TEXT TO PRESINENT VIDELA ASAP,

BEGIN DUDTe=: DE'R MR, PRESIDENT: LET ME SAY AGAIN HOW
PLEASEU I ®AS Tr MEST WITH YUU DURING YUUR VISIT TO WASH-
INGTON FOR THt SIGNING OF THE NEW PANAMA CANAL TREATIES.
UUR COWV:RSATIfNN, GAVE MF A BETTSR UNDERSTANDING OF YDUR
CUMCERHS AND THSE BF TH: ARGENTINE PEOPLEs» WITH WHOM WE
#ISH TD HAVE THE BEST UF RELATINNS.

2. I WeS PARTTCULARLY IMPRESSFD BY YOUR CiMMENT THAT WE
BUTH HAY THZ SA4: ITEMS NN NUR AGENDA == HUMAN RIGHTS AND
MUCLEAR PRJOLIFEZATIAN -= AND THAT YOI SAW UPPOKTUNITY FOR
FRUGRESS O~ BUTH, 1 SHa2F THE SAME HOPES.

3, W: BNTH REROGNIZE THAT ARGFNTINA IS FREQUENTLY
CHAMGEL #I1TH $cIDUS VINLATIONS NF HUMAN RIGHTS. YOU WERE
CEKTAINLY CORREFT IN STATING THAT TERRORISTS HAVE SOUGHT
T ISOLATE ARGECTIMA IN THEIR PRMNPAGANDA, HDWEVERs T AM
CunFI0-MT THAT <UCH PRNPaGANDA WILL LOSE ITS FURCE IN THE
CUURT OF IMTERNATIO~AL GPINIUN AS YOUR GOVERNMENT

JcNSTRAT:S PR IGRESS I~ HUMaN RIGHTS. ANU | CAN ASSURE

YU THEE THR UNTTED STATFS MILL ALWAYS BE READY TO
LCKNOWLEDG : SUCw IMPRNOVEMENTS,

G. I wAS ALSK PLASED T Fr AR THAT YOU WOULD NOT DRJECT
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Tir VISITS 3Y HU AN RIGHTS SP-CIALISTS FROM RESPRECTEL
InTERNATIODNGL UCGANIZATINNS, SUCH VISITS wILL BE AN
IMPRTANT MEANMS OF ENUCATING INTHRMATIONAL PUBLIC OPININN
UN IMPRUVEAENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA,

5., IV THIS BERARDs LET ME MENTION THE VEKY IMPARTANT

RLE PLAYEL 3Y CUUN~GNVERNMFNTAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIMANSS
AMD MY HOPu THAT THRY WILL CONTINUE TO CONTRIBUTE TN THE
ADVANC-MENT NOF AUMAN RIGHTS AND Y FIRM SELIEF THAT THEY
SHUOULD RrTsIN TutIR CONSULTATIVE STATUS AT THE UNITER
MATI.INS.,

5. I wELCOME vyOUR £XPRTSSIUN NF MIIPE THAT THt DETAINEE
PRUBLEX MIGHT B7% RESIILVED BY CHRISTMAS THIS YRaR, AS I
TGLY YJUs THERE IS GREAT INTEREST AND CNNCERN LN THF

UNITED STATES OVER THE FATF OF PEOPLE NETAINED IN ARGENTINA
UNCER THE AATIDNAL EXECHTIVE PUMFR. TH: CLARIFICATION OF
THETR STATUS WOI'LD BE WSLL RECETVEDs I BELIEVEs THROUGHDUT
THE INTERNAGTIONIL COMMUNITY. LIKE YOUR GAVERNMENT!S RECENT
SNNJUNC-MENT UF THE RESTARATION OF THE RIGHT OF OPTINN AND
~» PAROL*™ FuR UcTAINSES, SUCH A CLARIFICAITUN WUULD Rf
AMOTHER IMPORTA T STEP [+ DEMNANSTRATING ARGFNTINALS
ComimITAaraT TC T-& PROTECTION DF HUMAN RIGHTS,

7. I #AS “0OST GRATIFI®Y AND PLFASED TO LEARMN THAT YDUR
GLVERNMeNT INTEeDS Tu RaTIFY THE TREATY OF TLATELOLCD. 1
REALIZ. THAT TH- TI¥ING {.F YNUR GUVERNMewT!'S RATIFICATINN
IS DEP-NDEMT UPIN PORLITICAL CONSIDERATIONSs SUT I HOPE THAT
YJU «ILL Finbh It PIOSSIBL TO RATIFY THE TR:=ATY IN THF NEAR
FUTURE, A<GZNTINA'S FULL ANHERENCE TU THF TREATY WOULD
HAVE GKeAT T4PL.«TANCH ., IV willLD NOT ONLY DeMONSTRATE
ARGENTINATSY Citmp I TYENT TO THy PFACEFUL USFE UF NUCLEAR
eNERGYS IT JUUL - ALSi)s T AM CINVINCHEDs GIVE A SIGNIFICANT
IMP-TUS Tfl wI2L=WIDE ACCEPTANCF [IF THE TREaTY AS AN
IMPRRTANT MTAnS JF AVOIDING WAR,

& I waS veuY PLEASED THAT YOUR GUVERNMEMT PARTICIPATEND
In THE WUCLEER cURL CYCLY FVALUATIUN CONFERENCE IN
WASHINGTUN., T 3ELIRVE IT WILL PROVICE A GKEAT [JPPURTUMITY
FuR {IUR MATIONS TU ANRK WITH OTH-RS IN MaKING MUCLEAR
LNESGY AN [WPUORTANT AND SAF- MEANS [F MEETING UUR ENERGY
REGUIRLeNTS,

e Ms P=rSID. Ty THe ©TR5°UNAL RELATIONSHIP wHICH wF
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ESTLBLISHAY Ih LASHINGTI W PxUWVINED 4E THIS OPPORTUNITY TN
ARITE YUU. I v RY *UCH HIIP- THAT WF CONTINUE T0 EXCHANGE
VISWS aITH FRANKNESS AN2 CANOUNR SO A8 TN STRENMGTHFN
RelaTITONy S2TWE-Y UV Twl. GReAT PEOPLES.

10. I'v THIS R-GAk0D, I PAKTICULARLY APPRECLIATE YOUR
LeETTER> (UF SEPTTMBER 28 AND MICTNRER 11s 1977s AND THF
INFIRMATIAN WHICH YOU RELATED IN THE SECONU LETTER
CUNCERNING THe “EUTSCH FAMILY, AS I AM SUKRE YUU ARE ANWAREs
THERE IS C..mSID:RASLE AnN COMTINUING CUNGRESSIUNAL AND
PUBLIC CuNCERN "N THIS #4ATTER IN MY CUOUNTRY.

11l. IN HIS ME=TING wITY YOU Iw NOVEMBER, SECRETARY
VANCE WILL HAVE THE QOPPRRTUNITY TNA CNNTINUE NUR DIALNGUE.

12, I WANT TU THAWK YD AND MRS. VIDELA FUR THE VERY
KINDG INVITATION T3 ATTEwS YOUR SON'S WEDDINGs AND REGRET
THAT W= WERE UN4BLE T0O ATTEND, PLEASE GIVE nNuk
CUNGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TD YNUR SN AND HIS
dRINE. SINCERELY» JIMMY CARTER. END QUOTE, VANCE
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TO:

FROM:

11/11/77

Ms. Loretta Braxston
Julie Jacobson, State Secretariat

Attached is cable to post concerning
October 11 letter on Deutsch family
we discussed yesterday. Please take
off our suspense.

Thanks.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C., 20506

October 19, 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Peter Tarnoff
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Letter from President Videla of
Argentina, dated October 11, 1977

Attached is a copy of a letter to the President from
President Videla, which has just been received.
Please provide a translation and comments as soon
as possible. We plan to incorporate the President's
response into the draft the Department has already
provided.

Christine Dodso

n
Staff Secretary zf"‘&
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BUENOS AIRES, 11 de octubre de 1977.

Excelentisimo Sefior Presidente de los
Estados Unidos de Amé&rica

D. James E. CARTER

WASHINGTON D.C.

Estimado Senor Presidente:

De acuerdo con lo que amigablemente convinié&-
ramos durante nuestra reunibn en Washington, en el sen
tido de mantener canales de comunicacifn directos e
informales, mé place enviarle estas lineas motivadas
en uno de los temas que aborddramos en nuestro encuen-
tro. Me refiero al caso de la familia Deutsch.

Como conclusifin de las investigaciones efec-
tuadas por los organismos competentes, se ha podido es
tablecer que:

- E1 Sr. Daniel Deutsch y .su esposa, que abandonaron
ilegalmente nuestro pais, son activos miembros del Par
tido Comunista Revolucionario.

Su funcibn, dentro de la citada organizacibn ilegal
era la de efectuar tareas de Informacifn e Inteligen-
cia, vinculadas a la actividad de los grupos terro-
ristas que actfian en el pais.

- Su hermana Liliana pertenece a la misma organizacibn
subversiva, desempendndose como activista en el &mbito
estudiantil.

— E1 Sr. Alejandro Deutsch, padre de los anteriores,
encubrif las actividades ilegales de sus hijos.

— Por tales razones, tanto Alejandro como Liliana Deutsch

se encuentran detenidos a los efectos de ser sometidos,
pr6ximamente, a los Tribunales Militares competentes.

/7.



. y [ - ’ .
‘_//;-Al/é/’&,/(, K///, // 2 / eers / '/7/ V4 /;/t./]

/77

- En cuanto a la senora de Alejandro Deutsch y sus hi-
jas Elsa y Susana Silvia, han sido puestas en liber-
tad al constatarse que no tenian conocimiento ni
vinculacifn alguna con las actividades ilegales del
resto de la familia.

Quiero, al presentar a V.E. mi mi&s afectuoso sa
ludo, asegurarle el profundo y cordial inter&s con gque
acompano su actuacifn y, una vez mis, reafirmar la frater
na amistad de los argentinos por el pueblo de los Estados
Unidos de América.

(‘ : T m)\’\
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(U) The Church and some elements of the press
have become more oultspokenly critical in dealing with
human rights.

Attachment:

Detailed RevieV of Current Conditions.
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Current Human Rights Situation in Argentina

(U) Following is a description of key human rights
developments since the Task Force completed its assessment
in early February:

Disappearances

(C) We have received reports of- seventeen
disappearances for the period since February 1. We
immediately communicated these reports to high GOA
authorities and asked for information on their
whereabouts. The GOA has provided us with information
that three of the persons were arrested and charged
in the courts. One person was briefly detained and
then released. The GOA has been unable to provide
information on the thirteen other cases. 1In three cases,
however, the disappeared persons have contacted relatives
by letter or telephone call to advise that they were
well and would eventually reappear. The last disappearance
took place May 13. A list-of unresolved disappearances,
including those three, is attached.

(C) The victims of these abductions/disappearances
have no confirmed connection with terrorist groups.
Some, such as members of the Socialist Workers' Party,
and the Argentine Communist Party-associated Relatives
of Disappeared and Detained Persons are related to the
nonviolent political left. :

(C) This record since February compares to previous
years when disappearances averaged about 55 per month
in 1978, 180 per month in 1977, and 300 per month in
1876. In mid-May 1979 the Argentine Permanent Assembly
for Human Rights published a list of 5,465 disappearances
since 1975; in the month following publication, the
Assembly received reports of an additional 105 previously
unreported cases. An earlier Assembly report contained

80 1978 disappearances unknown to the Embassy and one
from 1979.

Accounting for the Disappeared

(S} The GOA has not yet taken any public step
to account for the disappeared. The Government has
addressed the broad issue internally and is seeking
solutions to specific aspects of the problem, such as

e
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shortening the period for legal presumption of death.
There are also indications that it is seeking to estab-
lish what documentary evidence exists throughout the
security apparatus. )

(C) Foreign Minister Pastor briefed EC-9 ambas-
sadors in Buenos Aires recently on the terms of new
legislation and said that relatives will be able to
petition the Government for assistance and information
three months after the occurrence of a disappearance.
The Government will have three months to establish
the whereabouts of the missing person and, if no informa-
tion is developed, relatives will be able to claim
survivors' benefits and reqularize their legal status.
Although he did not supply details, Pastor said rela-
tives will be able to claim indemnization.

(C) General Viola reiterated to Ambassador Castro
on June 25 that the -GOA does not have information
on the fate of the disappeared and in view of the
extended periods of disappearance he doubted any of
these people were alive. He said a few of the-disap-
peared may reappear, but these would be rare exceptions.
In a public speech delivered on Army Day (May 29)
Viola referred obliquely to the fate of the disappeared,
calling them "those who will be absent forever."
Argentine human rights groups have interpreted this
tacit statement as an admission:that many of the disap-
peared were killed by Argentine police and military
forces.

(C) The Embassy concluded in a recent trends
report (May 31) that "we are reasonably certain that
the apparatus for disappearing people still exists
although, even considering a small upsurge of disap-
pearances in the past several weeks, it appears less
used than in the past."

PEN Prisoners

(C) The GOA has continued to release detainees
from PEN. The Embassy estimated in mid-June that
the political prisoner population in this category
is now at about 2,200. The GOA announced June 29
that there are now 1,723 PEN prisoners. At the end
of 1978, this figure stood at about 2,900 and at the
beginning of 1978 at about 3,500. It is not clear

e
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how many of those removed from PEN are at liberty

and how many remain in custody under some form of

charges in judicial processes, or after having been
convicted by either military or civilian tribunals.

The Embassy and ICRC estimate the total current prison
population of persons confined because of the GOA's
counter-subversion campaign at just under 3,000, including
those held under PEN and persons who have been tried

and convicted in civil or military courts. We have

been told by a source on President Videla's staff

that the GOA will continue to review the status of

PEN detainees and plans -to have the number down to

800 to 1,000 by the end of this year; these prisoners
would continue to be held indefinitely under PEN since

the "Campora amnesty"” of 1973 makes it impossible

to prosecute them. Other high-level Argentine officials
have said that a certain number of persons will continue
under PEN since the GOA considers them committed subversives
although it lacks evidence that will stand up in court.

(C) Foreign Minister Pastor said the GOA has
augmented its legal staff reviewing PEN detention
from four to 30.

Clandestine Prisoners

(S) The Embassy has received fragmentary but
credible data which suggest the GOA may continue to
hold a number of prisoners that-it has not publicly
acknowledged. In a recent case a woman, who had disappeared
in late 1978, was released by the authorities. It
appears that most of the persons being held clandestinely
are either the "disappeared" in process through the
security apparatus or former terrorists who are cooperat-
ing with the authorities. As the number of new disap-
pearances has dropped, there is little reason to think
that there are still substantial numbers "in process."
The Embassy believes that if clandestine prisoners
exist, their number could not be more than a few hundred
as an outside limit, and it considers it unlikely
that the figure be that high. There are fragmentary
data supporting, in the Embassy's view, that some
small, scattered clandestine detention centers still
exist, each holding no more than perhaps 25 persons.
It is believed that such centers would be closed before
the arrival of the IACHR in November.

e



Right of Option

(LOU) Argentine Government action on the right
of option program continues at a slow pace. The GOA
has given permission for 18 detainees to travel to
the U.S. under the right of option program; 13 entered
the U.S. under our parole program. The Embassy has
issued 95 certificates of eligibility. General Viola
assured Ambassador Castro again that approval of right
of option cases would proceed more quickly. GOA officials
announced that about 170 persons have been released
under right of option for travel to all countries.

Prison Conditions

(LOU) The GOA has published uniform regulations
for the treatment of detainees in a move designed
to end variations in treatment at different facilities.
The ICRC urged this step and has called the rules
a significant improvement for the treatment of detainees.
We have reports, however, that the requlations have
not yet been fully implemented in all facilities.
The GOA has consolidated PEN detainees in six facilities.

(LOU) According to reports reaching ICRC officials
from other prisoners, in February one person disappeared
from prison, another was tortured, and a third died
as a result of beatings by guards. 1In early May,
the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights reported that
some of the 200 prisoners moved from Resistencia prison
to the La Plata prison were beaten and robbed during
the transfer.

The Judiciary

(U) As the NYC Bar mission noted in its report,
the executive power continues to decline to provide
information in response to habeas corpus petitions
filed by the relatives of disappeared persons. Regarding
PEN detainees, the Executive response is that "links
with subversives" constitute sufficient grounds for
continued detention, invoking its alleged power to
hold individuals without charge under the Constitutional
state of siege authority. The NYC Bar mission report
was sharply critical of the lack of professional objection
to the denial of due process and deterioration in
the executive power of the judiciary in recent years.

SEC
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(U) The courts have recently tried a number
of persons on pre-1976 subversive charges and sentenced
them to prison terms. Three police officers were
recently prosecuted for abuse of prisoners.

Argentine Attitudes Toward the Human Rights Issue

(C) President Videla and Army Commander Viola
are maintaining their leadership position within the
GOA on human rights policy and appear to have begun
carrying out commitments made to us repeatedly in
the past to bring disappearances to an end and reduce
PEN detention. Hardliners in the Argentine military
still favor repressive policies directed at a broad
range of political dissidents. Army Chief of Staff
General Suarez Mason, for example, recently proposed
to the Cabinet a broad offensive against political
subversives which clearly would include groups
unrelated to the terrorist movements of the past.
General Menendez, Third Corps Commander, has called
for continued strong efforts to battle "ideological
subversion."

(U) The prestigious daily La Prensa has joined
The Buenos Aires Herald in championing human rights.
However, no paper has agreed to publish the Permanent
Assembly's latest list of disappearances. The Catholic
Church addressed an appeal to President Vvidela on
May 4 on behalf of disappeared persons, PEN detainees,
jailed labor leaders, and lower income groups adversely
affected by present GOA economic policy.

(U) The New York Bar Association's report on
human rights conditions in Argentina noted that
ingredients are present for future progress in human
rights observance, but that the support of the Argentine
legal profession is essential for a quick return to
civilized legal practices. The New York Bar Association

exhorted its Argentine colleagues to take a more active
role in this area.
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JIUMAN RIGUTS: ARGLNTINA

. Political terrorism of the left and the right his

" wracied Argentina since the late sizticz and was
partially responsible for the econoiric ané political
brearicwn precipitating the March 1976 coup. The
Junta's efforts to eliminate leftist terror:em led LO
a rzesive counter-terrorist campaign, undertalen by
the security forces.

Although the Government hes publicly stated thut
terrerism has largely been defcated, the anti-terrorist
campaign of the last few ycars has continued and hac
resulted in severe violations of human rights.
Pecexztly, however, instructions have been- issued by the
Einister of Interior to the police, and reportedly Lo
the military, to curb excesses in countur-terrorist
coerztions. e

At present, the Governmernt of Lrgentine achnow-
icdres approxinately 3,400 state of siceqoe priscners
Cetzined under cxecutive power (PEN). The state of
siege powers, anvoked in 1974, have heen usced to hold &
wice varicty of persons for long periods without
form2l charges.The USG reports an additional 500 pris:icr:
in military camps, . . ]

Arrests continue but have decreased considerably
from the level of the past twoyvears. From January to
August 1978, 347 were added to PEN and 446 released.

Security personnel and prison officials use torture
routinely during the interrogation nrocess.

In addition, thousands (ecstimates range between
3,060 ané 20,000) have been abducted by security forces.
These cases, known as the disappeared, include a broad
ranze of people, such as labor lcaders, workers, clergy-
mer, human rights advocates, scientists, doctors and
political party leaders. A movement is growing, led by
humsn rights oxganizations and the Mothers of the .
Bisaopearced, with .the support of some clements of the PR
Church, to trace the missing pcople. The Government,
hewever, has not accounted for the vast majority of
the disappeared, many of whom afe presumed to be deacd.

At sresent, cdisappearances and summary cxccutions arc s

reported to continue on a reduced scale of 16-45 permonth.
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The GOA in late 1977 reinstituted a limited “"right of
option” for political priconer:, held under cxecutive
detention, to rejuest exile. louwcver, from January to Aug-
ust, only 56 wvere allowed to leave under this program.

The GOA for the first time in Trebruary 1978 published
lists of those detained under the state of sicac.

Once again permission hars been granted for the JCRC to,
visit non-military prisons.

Responsive action has been taken on a {ow cases in

which the U. S. has expressed spccial interest.  Newspaper
ec¢itor and Jewish leader Jacobo Timerman was transferrcd from
PEN detention to house arrest, Alfredo Bravo, Co-chairman ot
the Pcrmanent Assembly for Human Rights, was paroled, ,
Guillermo Vogler was released to the U. S. under the rzght

of option, and four of the five Deutsch family members were
relecased. Also placed on parole was Pcrez sﬂqUJVCI lcader

£ raz ¥y Justicia and Nobel Peace Prize nomince.

Official nharassmont of selected religious groups
continues. The Jehovah's witnesses have borne much of the
srunt. Reports of anti-semitic incidents targeted at members
ol the Jewish community and Jewish prisoners have decreascd.

Severce restrictions remain on civil and political

2oxe, among these trade union rights, fair judicial gpro-
es, and the activities of political parties. Press free-
conitinues to be curtailed although some restrictions were
rntly lifted@. There appears to be little concerted or
ctive effort to date to check fund.mental abuses orx
italize the lecgal and institutional barricre that would
vent human rzghts violations in the future.
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‘e had hoped that the Argentine Government woulcé have
bren able to accept a visit by the OAS Inter-American
Commission on lluman Rights (IAINRC). llowever, the conditioned
invitation issucd by the GOA was not acceptable to the
Comnission. Kegotiations are continuing.

JCTION TAKEN ON HMUMAN RIGLTS

-- On October 27, 1977, the U. S. voted no on a gas pipeline
loan in the 1DB. e followed this up with "no" votes on =
cellulose plant on December 1 and a pctrochemical complex on
Decerber 8. On November 3 we did, however, support an I1DB
ioan for potable water on the grounds that it meets basic

human needs.
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-- Early in 1978, we abstained on an industrial) credit and

a grain storage loan, both in thc World RBank. Ve ahctained
rather than vot¢ no to sicnal to the Arguntine Gouvernment
that we had notedt limited improvements in nome arwag, and to
“encourage further positive developments. We {ollowed this
by an extension of a $60 million agricultural credit loan in
April and abstained on threce IFC lnanc.

-~ Lramhank is currently holding Luck o over 7000 killiun
in wransactions for Argentina becausce of humer riqlits
considerations.

-- argentina rejected FMS credits for r'y '78. The
Admin:stration declincé to sign the FY '77 ¥nS agrevment and
is not reguesting I'M5 credits for hArgentina for FY '79. All
arms transfers (F!MS sales and cormercial sales of items on
the munitions list) are beinyg revicwed on o vase-Ly-case
basis; only very few selected new items with no apparcent
relationship to humanrights have hecn approved.

~- On various ocrasions, we have discussed our human rights
concerns with the GOA at the highest levels, including trips
by two Assistant Sccretaries, an Under Sccretary and the
Secretary of State. When Under Secretary Newsom visited
Argentina in late May, hc made clear to the Argentines that
we want better relations with that country, but that there
would have to be improvementsin the human rights area. He
specifically asked for movement on: an invitationto the IAHRC;
establishment of a mechanism to inform the families of disap-
peared persons of their whereabouts; and trial, release or
exile for the 3,400 PEN prisoners held without charge.

-- The Department has submitted over 1,000 names of
individuals who are either detained orlhave disappeared to the

Argentine Government and have requested that they furnish
informationon these individuals.

CO:FJRENTIAL

pn o=t ————



MEMORANDUM ON TORTURE AND DISADPPEARANCLS IN
ARGENTINA

The Government of Argentina acknowledges approximately
3,00 state of siege prisoners detained under executive
power (PEN). Arrests and disappearances currently con-
tinue although not on the massive scale of the past
two years.

In May 1978, the US Smbassy reported that "physical
torture continues to be used regularly during the
interrogation of suspected terrorists and so-called
'criminal subversives' who do not fully cooperdte." It
reports that if there has been a net reduction in reports
of torture, this is not because torture has been {ore-
sworn but "derives from fewer operations" because the
nurber of terrorists and subversives has diminished.

Torture used to intimidate and extract information
is described by the Embassy to include "electric shock,
the submarine (prolonged submersion under water), sodium
pentothal, severe beatings, including 'El Telefono' in
which a simultaneous blow is delivered to both ears with
cupped hands.” A 1978 Amnesty International report
in addition describes "cigarette burns...sexual abuse,rape
...removing teeth, fingernails, and eyes...burning with
boiling water, oil and acid: and even castration.”

The Embassy reports firsthand accounts of physical
torture at La Perla Interrogation Center, outside
Cordoba, in September 1977. It further revorts reliable
information about a case in late December 1977, and in
the past few weeks credible information about another
case. Most incidents reported to the Embassy took place
in 1976 and 1977.

One well-known case of physical abuse was Jacobo
Timerman. Another well-publicized case by Amnesty Intex-
national was that of Elizabeth Kasemann, a 29 year old
lest German citizen who died three months after her
arrest by security forces in May 1977. Amnesty and our
Embassy have numerous documented examples.

The International Committee of the Red Cross reports
"guard brutality” in the jails, and "beatings and assaults"
during “"transfers from jail to jail." The Embassy reports
that "clandestine seizure, hostile interrogation, and
summary adjudication remain basic operating procedures
for Argentine security forces."” These procedures are

R
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expected to continue at least until after the Vorld
Cup Soccer matches in June. ’

QCur Embassy further notes that, while penalties

. exist for police maltreatment of common criminals, they
do not for political detainees. Furthermore, no such
charges have been made publicly against members of the
Armed Forces which carry out much of the counter-
subversive operations, although internal disciplinary
proceedings have reportedly taken place for some
"unauthorized excesses." Interior Minister Hardindeguy
in May called for an end to police use of terrorist tactics,
and it was reported that the military received similar
oréers. However, no progress has been reported in deed.

Disappearances . -

Reports of torture do not of course deal with the
thousands (estimates range in the tens of thousands) of L.
Argentine citizens who were abducted by security forces ) Te—
and summarily executed. These cases, known as the disap-
pearea,. include not only suspected terrorists but
also encompass a broader range of people~- jincludin
labor leaders, workers, clergymen, human rights advocatgs,
scientists, doctors, and political party leaders. A
recent Cramatic occurrence was the abduction in December .
of five "mothers of the disappeared" and two French nuns, b
whose bodies were reportedly discovered washed ashore.

There is a growing movement led by human rights

organizations and the Church to trace the missing people.

In La Prensa of May 7, an open letter to President Videla

was printed as a full page ad listing the names of 2,592

disappeared and urging an accounting. It was sponsored

by three Argentine human rights organizatipns - and paid

for by contributions from large numbers of Argentine

citizens. Editorials in Argentine newspapers this month

further called attention to the "political timebomb"

of the tragic disappearances. The Buenos Aires Herald

declared "Every effort must be made to trace missing

people. 1t is the only way to convince the world, and

- to prove to ourselves, that we do care about human Tre—————
rights. If anxious relatives are ignored or treated with
callousness, they will become symbols as victims ¢f a
totally brutalized society." Innumerable: lettexrs are
received by the US Government from the relatives and friends
of the disappeared calling for an accounting.
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Internationally, human rights organizations are
also supporting this campaign. Amnesty International, for
example, on May 18 launched a major drive against political
imprisonments, torture, disappearances and executions in
* Argentina.

Both the internal and external pressure building seek

to generate an impact on the GOA to render a public account-
ing. .
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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH ARGENTINE Exllf_y_guumunn__
1. {c - ENTIRE TEXTI

2. 1H CONVERSATICH VITH PRESS ATTACHE D1ETERICH, WKO
KNEW HIM IN ARGENTINA DURING A 1972-74 TOUR THERE,
TIMERMAN DISCUSSED INTER ALIA KIS INTERROGATION BY
POLICE ALUTHCRITIES 1M ARGENTINA, ANTI-SEMITISH ON THE
ARGENT!NA MILITARY RUIGHT, #1S PERSONAL OILEMMA AS TO
WHETHER TO VRITE ABOUY ¥IS ZNPERIENCES, AND THE

FUTURE OF ARGENTINE POLITICS. TIMERMAN WiLL BE IN THE
UNITED STATES TO RECEIVE AN AWARD FROM THE AMERICAN '
JEWISH CCMMITTEE ON SATUROARY, CCT. 27. AFTER THAT HE
PLANS TO TRAVEL TC MEW YORX \MERE HE EXPECTS *0 SEE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERIAN. TAEM HE WILL G0 TJ YASK-
INGTON FOR VARIQUS KEETINGS ON THE HILL, AT THE ARTHMENT,
AND AT ThE wH|TS NOUSE,

3. TIMERMAN SAID THAT THE MAIN FOCUS CF SUESTIONING
DURING KiS IMPRISONMENT WAS HI13 ROLE AS THE ARGENTINE
“LEADER" OF AN ALLEGED VORLD Z!ONIST CONSPIRACY, AND
THAT THAERE MAS VERY _ITTLE EMP4ASIS OM ANY LEFTIST OR
TERRORIST COXAECT!IONS. NE WAS ONCE TORTLRED H ia
PLATA IN A RCOM WiITH aH SRGANIZATION CAART VHICH SWOVED
IBIGHIEW BRZELINSK! AS THE LEADER CF THE CCNSPIRACY. ON
ARQTHER OCCASION WE WAS TCLD THAT AE WAS BEiNG BEATEN
BECAUSE AE KA CARED TO USE TaE VERM LEFTIST-FASUISTS

IR A CONVERSATION Vi™N ASSiSTANT SECIETARY DER; 4N, THE
OBJECTION APPAREMTLY BEING TRAT HE WaD SLAMDERED FASCISH.
KE WAS ALSO QUESTIONED CONCIANING SUPPOSED CONTACTS
BETWEEN MENAS1EN BEGIN AND TRE MCHTUNERO SUERILLAS
SURING & BEG.M VISIT T3 ARGEWTINA 14 1976, TiNERMAN
BELJEVED THESE QUESTIONS STENMED FR0M THE FACT THAT
BEGIN'S BOCK “WAR IN THE §OLY LAND" KAD BESN FOUMD aMONG
MATERIALS USED 8Y THE NONIONEROS. TIMERMAN WAS BROUGHT
FROX PRISOH T0 AN tMTEPV:EY WITH GEN. HARGUIMNDESUY IN
THE CASA 0SA0A PRICR TO A JERIAN YiSIT. TNE GEKERAL
INFORMER NIM TMAT THE ARGENTINA COVERNMEMT WAS AVWARE
THAT PATT DERIAN VAS INTERESTED [N HtS CASE BECAUSE SHE
VAS HIS COUSIK

4. TIMERMAN ALSD REPORTS THAT HE BELIEVES LASUSSE’S EX-
PRESS SECRETARY EDGARDD 353JOM QIED OF A HEART ATTACK
BURING TORTURE BY ELECTRIC SHOCK. SIHCE HE wAS A
RELATIVELY YOUNG MAN, THE MILITARY DID HOT SUSPECT THAT
Hg MAD A YEART COHDITICN.

S.  TIPERHAY 1S MOV
IENCES Il 3RGENT:NA BEC:USE ME TEIRS REPRISALS BY TME
MILIYARY AGXTV 3y "R.In0S STiui th wRIZNTILiA. &S AR
EXAMPLE OF Tul3 ME wENTICHID "wAT RCBEAT COX, E3.TCR OF
THE BUENOS AIRES HERALD, WAD SENT A FESSAGE 70 ¥iM
TNRCUGK TME (SRAELI EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES ASKING HIM

INCOMING
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TEL AV 22928 61 OF 82 2834847
KOT TO MEMTIOH GOX |H ARY ARTICLES.

6. TIMERMAN ALSO HENTIONED YAAT NE BELIEVES THE RiGHT-
VING AHD VERY ANTI-SEMITIC NEWSPAPER CAB!LDQ IS FINANCED
BY OIANA DE NASSOT, PUBLISMER OF NUEVA PROVINCIA 1IN
BAKIA BLANCA. NB: HRS. HASSOT WAS WELL-KMOWN TO THE
ENBASSY, AND IF NEMORY SERVES, RECEIVED A MRRIA NOCRS
CABOT QR 1APA AVARD [N 1973 CR 1874.)

7. AS T0 THE FUTURE OF ARGENTINE POLITICS, TIMERMAN
SAYS HE SEES A SITUATION IN WiICK MODERATE AND RIGHT WING
ELEMENTS IN THE MILITARY WILL SOMPETE FOR PERCMIST

* SUPPORT, WHICH MAY CREATE A SITUATICH IN WHICH 1JABEL PERCM

WILL BE IN A POSITION TO DECIDE WHO RUNS ARGENTIMA.

4. IN CONVERSATION WITH TIMERMAN ONE IS LEFT WITH A
CHILLING iMPRESSION THAT #E IS SiMPLY REPCRTING

WHAT HE NAS EXPERIENCED AND BELIEVES. 4E CHARACTERIZES
THE ARGENTINE HILITARY RIGHT AS CLASSICALLY TOTALITARIAK
ARD ANTI-SEMITIC.

§. TIHERMAN IS NOV EMPLOYED BY THE IMPGRTANT TEL AVIV
DAILY MAARIV AND SEEMS COMFCRTABLE VITH THAT FACT

ALTHOUGH HE SAID HE MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN SPENDING SOHE
TINE AT AN ACADEMIC |HSTITUTICH IR THE US. HE SPECIFiCALLY
MEKTIONED COLUMBIA, TWUS 7aR NE AAS WRITTEH ONLY CN

LATIN AMERICAN MATTERS, BUT (T IS 7TC BE EVPECTEC THAT HE
VILL BRANCH INTO BROADER D!SCUSS!ON OF INTERHATICHAL
POLITICAL MATTERS. HE SAID TAAT THE THEME OF A JPEECH

KE WILL GIVE IN TKE UHITED STATES WilLlL BE KUMAN RIGHTS

AS TME ISESLOGY OF THE EIGHTIES, AND ADCED THAT THE US

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13526
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WILL BE REAPING THE BENEFITS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY
FOR YEARS TO COME. TIMERMAN STRESSES THAT IN HIS PUBLIC
APPEARANCES HE WILL BE DISCUSSING HUMAN RIGHTS IN GENERAL
AND WiLL AYOID SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON POLITICAL AND HUMAN
RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN ARGENTINA. HE IS ANXIOUS TO EXPRESS
HiS GRATITUDE TO SENIOR OFFICIALS AT THE DEPARTMENT AND

THE wHITE 3 WlS ——
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ARGENTINA

1980/1981 PLAN OF ACTION AND OTHER ISSUES

I. INTRODUCTION

On May 29 the Interagency Group for Latin America
developed a strategy, subsequently approved by the
President, to achieve better balance in our relations
with Argentlna. Before the strateqy could be fully
implemented, Argentina became heavily involved in
supporting the new Bolivian regime. Imminent GOA
recognition of the Bolivian regime and continuing
reports of Argentine involvement led to the postponement
of Assistant Secretary Bowdler's visit. The visit
was to have been the major vehicle for implementing
most of the initiatives to improve U.S.-Argentine
relations in 1980.

Argentina continues to be heavily involved in
supporting financially and militarily the Bolivian
regime. There is some indication that because of
the strong USG reaction and the effect on our bilateral
relations, Argentine leaders are willing to counsel
moderation to the Bolivians, but there is no clear
indication as yet the GOA is in fact exerting needed
pressure to end the more repressive and corrupt practices
of the Garcia Meza regime. Over the longer term,
we would hope that Argentina would encourage a return
to civilian rule and avoid a polarization in Bolivian
society.

Argentina is unlikely to cooperate further in
the West's partial grains embargo on the Soviet Union.
Although we had been told earlier that cooperation
was possible and depended on the size of the 1980/1981
harvests, our Embassy was informed last week that
Argentina would sell as much grain to the USSR as
is available.

The U.S. continues to have a significant stake
in maintaining and furthering improved bilateral relations.
We continue to seek Argentine support on East-West
and Hemispheric issues, in international fora and
on non-proliferation. We also seek to influence Argentine
internal developments on human rights and on an eventual
return to democracy, as well as to limit the potential
increase of Soviet influence there. Other strategic
interests include its size, geographic location, natural
resources, and relatively advanced economic, scientific,
’375"”h*“
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and cultural development. Argentina has the most
advanced nuclear program in Latin America and potentially
one of the world's richest oil-bearing areas in its

vast continental shelf. Argentina's.port facilities

and coastline could play an important role in the
protection of critical sea lanes.

The U.S. also has major commercial interests
in Argentina. U.S. exports to Argentina more than
doubled in 1979 over 1978 (from $704 million to $1.5
billion). 1In the first nine months of 1980 exports
increased 59.3% over the same period in 1979 to $1.8
billion. Of particular interest to U.S. industry
are the potentially large exports related to the huge
hydroelectric projects being undertaken by the GOA
with Paraguay. Potential sales in one project alone
could total up to $350 million. The U.S. Government
has been actively supporting the bids of U.S. firms
in these projects.

The U.S. faces a potentially serious confrontation
with Argentina at the OASGA beginning November 19
on the issue of the IAHRC's human rights report.
Failure to reach agreement could affect our other
national interests. 1In addition, we need to consider
the U.S. approach to President Viola during his planned
visit to Washington, particularly with regard to the
GOA's interest in resuming arms purchases and the
Humphrey-Kennedy Amendment barring such sales.

II. STATUS OF 1980 ACTION PLAN

A. Continuing or Early-Action Initiatives:

-— Meeting of the U.S./Argentine Mixed Economic
Commission. The meeting has been scheduled for April
1981 (the earliest mutually convenient time frame).
The agenda will include discussion of bilateral trade
issues and seek to expand commercial relations.

—-- Bilateral Income Tax Treaty. Conclusion of
the Treaty is in the final stages.

—- Consular Convention. Both parties are reviewing
a proposed text.

—— Human Rights. We have continued the dialogue,
most recently through high level bilateral discussions
at the UNGA. We are continuing discussions at the
OASGA.
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-— Nuclear Relations. We are continuing negotiations
aimed at resolving the remaining safeguards issues
to permit the delivery of highly and moderately enriched
uranium for Argentina's nuclear research program as
well as compeonents for its power program. We hope
negotiations will be completed this year. We continue
to urge the Argentines to ratify the Treaty of Tlatelolco,
most recently during bilateral talks at the UNGA.

B. Initiatives where the Timing is Undecided:

-- Visit by the Assistant Secretary for Inter-
American Affairs to Buenos Aires. Assistant Secretary N
Bowdler's visit to Argentina was postponed following 6
Argentina's support of the Bolivia coup and recognition
of the new Bolivian regime.

-— The first round of periodic security consultations
focusing on security of the South Atlantic. These
talks will highlight the critical strateglc 1mp11catlons
of the South Atlantic and create interest in cooperation
for its defense.

-- Periodic policy talks on global and hemispheric
issues. We would exchange views on global issues
and explore ways to promote mutually beneficial policies.
The agenda would include an.exchange of views on human
rights policies and Argentina's evolution toward democracy,
East-West and Hemispheric cooperation, and international
issues such as law of the sea and the transfer of
arms and technology.
- -~ -
—-- Signing the Agricultural CoOPeration Agreement '
We have withheld 51gn1ng the agreement until GOA participation
in the partial grains embargo on the Soviet Union
is resolved. —

-- An invitation to an Argentine guest instructor
to the U.S. Army School of the Americas. E reports
that consultations with the Congress are completed
and have been favorable. HA disagrees as to the scope
of the consultations.

—~ A high-level military visit. We told the
President we will keep under review the desirability
of an invitation to a senior Argentine military leader,
such as the Argentine Army CINC or Chief of Staff.
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A final decision, including timing, would take into
account continued improvements in the observance of
human rights and developments in U.S.-Argentine relations.

C. Issues To Be Discussed:

1. In view of the GOA's continuing involvement
in Bolivia and its policy of non-cooperation on grains
restriction, which initiatives should be rescheduled
and which should be deferred for later decision? -

III. ARGENTINA AT THE OASGA

A. Background:

One of the most controversial issues at the OASGA
will be how to handle the IAHRC's human rights report
on Argentina. If Argentina perceives it is unjustly
or harshly treated by the OAS in general or the U.S.
in particular, it may.make good on its threat to walk
out of the OAS. GOA officials have also implied that
the U.S. position at the OAS will be taken into account
in considering the award of contracts for hydroelectric
projects such as Yacyreta.

Following USG representations, Argentina allowed
the visit of the Inter-American Human nghts Commission
(IAHRC) in September 1979. The Commission's special
report was severely critical of Argentina, calling
on the GOA to inter alia account for the disappeared
and bring to trial and punish those responsible, 1lift
the state of siege, release or grant the right of
option to depart Argentina to those persons held under
Executive detention, investigate and punish those
responsible for torture, and restore due process guarantees.

Consideration of the IAHRC's report on Argentina
may be the most divisive issue in this year's OASGA.
Many human rights groups and representatives from
the Argentine exile community plan to visit Washington
during the meeting and will push for Assembly condemnation.
Argentine Nobel laureate Perez Esquivel also plans
to be in Washington during the meeting. While these
activities will heighten publicity over Argentina's
case in the U.S., they will serve even more to focus
public attention on the Commission's activities in
Argentlna. The Argentine Government believes harsh
awt-on bv the OAS will establish precedent for similar
treatment in other interuac.....l fora, and it is seeking
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an omnibus resolution which would not name specific
countries. Mexico, Venezuela and Peru are strong
supporters of the Inter-American Human Rights Commission
(IAHRC) and, in varying degrees, favor an activist
stance by the OAS in the human rights field.

U.S.-Argentine bilateral discussions could be
crucial to achieving a satisfactory outcome. We are
working informally with Argentina and other interested
countries to develop an OAS resolution which, while
not calling for condemnation of Argentina, will recognize
the work of the Commission, take note of the human
rights situation at the time of the report, note the
improvements since, and call on the GOA to take into
account the report's recommendations for improved
human rights observance.

B. Issues To Be Discussed:

1. Should the U.S. back off on its position
calling for a country-specific resolution and accept
an an omnibus resolution which would make some specific
mention of Argentina, if that is the consensus of
the other OAS members?

2. Should we accept an omnibus resolution not
mentioning Argentina?

V. U.S. MILITARY SALES TO ARGENTINA

A. Background:

At the May 14 Policy Review Committee meeting
on Argentina, it was decided that it would be premature
to consider rescission or modification of legislative
restrictions on military supply to Argentina this
year. In 1981, legislative modifications to permit
training and perhaps other actions concerning military
supply might be considered if the human rights situation
in Argentina continued favorably. The current human
rights situation is described in the attached summary.

IMET Training Programs, the sale of training
under FMS and military supplies to the GOA (FMS and
Munitions List items) are prohibited by the Humphrey-
Kennedy Amendment. In addition, under current policy,
the U.S. Executive limits sales of non-Munitions List
items to the Argentine military and the police through
the Commerce export control licensing system. 1In

BECRET—
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order to permit the sale of these items, either:

-- the Humphrey-Kennedy Amendment would have
to be rescinded or modified;

—— a Presidential determination that a proposed
sale was in the U.S. national interest would have
to be evoked (At present, the President has no such
leeway for Humphrey-Kennedy; however, legislation
is pending in this year's FAA ‘which would give the
President this authority); or

-~ the Congress would need to pass specific legislation
permitting a particular sale.

DOD has identified strategic and economic interests
which support the sale of military aircraft in the
near term:

-- There is a strategic need for the sale of
ocean surveillance P-3. aircraft to the GOA to counter
the Soviet buildup in the South Atlantic.

-- Argentina plans to embark next year on a §3
billion modernization program for its Air Force.
The GOA has told us that it prefers U.S. equipment
and that it is committed to making a decision by June
1981. If the U.S. is unable to respond by that date,
Argentina will turn toward European suppliers.

The U.S. proscription of military sales toward
Argentina, while not affecting the availability of
military equipment to the GOA (European suppliers
have been more that willing to fill the gap), have
considerable political significance as a tangible
expression of disapproval of Argentine human rights
violations. Modification of our posture must take
into account the implications for our stance toward
other countries with human rights vioclations, as well
as the message this would send to human rights groups
in Argentina and internationally who have joined us
in criticizing human rights vioclations in Argentina.

U.S. arms sales policies toward Argentina must
also take into account the strategic balance in the
Southern Cone. Chile already sees our improving relationship
with Argentina as threatening in the context of the
Beagle Channel.dispute. Major U.S. arms sales to
Argentina while we maintain our present cocl and distant
relationship with Chile would further tip the balance
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of power in favor of Argentina; this plus the political
signal renewed arms sales would convey to both parties
could encourage Argentina to seek a military solution
to the Beagle Channel dispute, if the current mediation
fails.

B. Issues To Be Discussed:

) 1. Has there been sufficient: improvement in
the human rights situation to change our position
on military sales?

2. What specific human rights improvements would
be required for us to change our position?

3. Are there strategic or economic consideration
which would cause us to seek approval of specific
sales?

4. What are the ramifications of a resumption
of sales to Argentina on the military balance in the
Southern Cone? On our stance toward other countries
with human rights violations?

IV. PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE VIOLA'S VISIT TO THE U.S.

A. Background:

Argentine President-designate  Roberto Viola tentatively
plans to travel to New York December 5 to address
the Council on Foreign Relations and U.S.-Argentine
Chamber of Commerce. According to the Argentine Embassy
here, he may also visit Washington December 6-7.

Viola is a moderate within the Argentine military
hierarchy, friendly to the United States, and sympathetic
to U.S. views. His visit would provide an opportunity
to influence future Argentine policies on Bolivia,
grains, human rights, and Tlatelolco. On the other
hand, coming to Washington in the middle of a Presidential
transition is awkward. The Carter administration
will not be in a position to discuss policy beyond
January 20. Whether the President-elect or his advisors
would want to see him to review U.S.-Argentine relations
is problematical.

B. Issues To Be Discussed:

1. Whether Viola should be encouraged to come
to washington.

SECRET—
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2. In the event of an affirmative answer, who
should see him?

Attachment: )
Status of Human Rights in Argentina.

Drafted:ARA/SC:GJWhitman:mas .
11/10/80
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STATUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA

The human rights situation in Argentina has improved
over previous years, but remains serious. Most seriously,
fundamental, internationally recognized rights of
the integrity of the person have been violated through
the application by the security forces of the tactic
of disappearance. The number of confirmed disappearances
registered in Argentina this year.total 11, but there
are unconfirmed reports of 22 or more.- This total
is in contrast to the many thousands who disappeared
in 1976 and 1977, more than 600 in 1978 and 44 in
1979. There continue to be reliable indications that
individuals detained as suspected terrorists or subversives
are subject to torture. There has been no accounting
for past disappearances.

The number of detainees on other than common criminal
charges has been reduced, although the numbers remaining
are still significant. Since 1974, 8200 pecple accused
of terrorism or subversion have been detained under
the special executive powers of the President. By
September 1980, prisoners accused of other than common
crimes totaled 1,700 to 1,800. Of these about 750
were being held without trial, some for many years
or after having served their sentences. About 600
had been tried and convicted in military or civilian
courts and another 400 were in trial status. The
right of option program, which allows qualified prisoners
to choose self-exile in lieu of detention, has been
greatly restricted by Argentine Government regulations.
As a result, of the 277 prisoners who have qualified
for the U.S. Hemispheric Parocle Program, only 82 persons
have been able to travel to the United States.

Prison conditions have improved, although there
is still concern over psychological conditions which
may have been a factor in a number of suicides. Earlier
complaints regarding overcrowding, lack of medical
treatment, improper food, and restrictions on visits
have been largely resolved.

The opportunities for the exercise of political
freedoms remain circumscribed by the prohibition on
political activities and de facto limits on the freedom
of expression. Within uncertain limits, politicians
and the press increasingly voiced criticism of the
Government's actions and plans. Occasionally politicians
were detained on the grounds that they had overstepped
the limits of the law. The military designated the

-SECRET—
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President for the period 1981-1984, while reiterating
its ultimate commitment to return the country to civilian
rule, However, no date has been fixed for that devolution.
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WASHINGTON

March 21, 1979
MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE L&_
1 f\' :
. ey
SUBJECT: U.S. Policy to ?fiiitln Y (S)

I understand that you are considering changing our approach
to Argentina to reflect the lack of improvement there in
human rights. I have read the INR report on the human rights
situation in Argentina, and I agree that it is a sobering
document. The human rights situation in Argentina may just
be the worst in the hemisphere, but in deciding what approach
the United States Government should take to Argentina, I
believe we should address two questions:

(1) What is the most effective approach to Argentina
to encourage them to respect human rights? (S)

(2) What approach will permit us to sustain in" the U.S.
our overall human rights policy? When we take actions toward
Argentina, which are interpreted as punitive, we not only
enrage the right-wing ideologues, we also arouse the business
sector and the media in the U.S. This doesn't mean that we
shouldn't necessarily take such steps if we feel that they
are required, but it does suggest that we should move carefully
and explain our position to a wide-ranging audience -- in the
U.S. and elsewhere -- before taking any steps, least we
jeopardize our overall human rights policy. (S)

]
Argentina is a big, proud and subtle country. We have an
impact on Argentine government decisious, but it's never
as direct or as much as we want. This is the case in our
human rights policy. (S)

The Argentine government wants a warmer relationship with us

at least in part because the U.S. under Carter has the prestige
anéd the morality which could contribute to the idea that the
Argentine military government is legitimate. Such legitimacy
would undermine the civilians and the democrats in Argentina
and therefore strengthen and contribute to the institutional-
ization of the military covernment. The Argentine government
has pursued a two-track approach to try to get closer to the
U.S.: (1) through lobbying and propaganda in the U.S., they
have tried to undermine the credibility of our human rights

SECRET™
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Ppolicy, and (2) -they have taken "small steps" in the human
rights area at home. While the "disappearances" continue,

still the Argentine Government has released some prisoners,

they have released the names of about 33,5000 people who

remain in prison, they have taken steps on high priority
individual cases (e.g., Deutches, Timerman, etc.), and they
have invited the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. (S)

The last --the invitation~-- may well be the most important.
It not only broke the monolithic Southern Cone opposition to
the Commission, but it also will provide us a more legitimate
basis on which we and other countries should make decisions
on human rights to Argentina. (S)

I think our policy toward Argentina should remain cool and
correct until such time as the human rights situation
dramatically improves and the government has begun to move
toward democratization. I believe.that we should continue

to use every opportunity both directly and through third
countries to encourage them to improve their human rights
situation. They will continue to try to lure high-level
visitors but we should resist that until progress is evident. (S)

I think to take steps now, which could be interpreted as
punitive, would be to invite criticism from moderate and
conservative sectors in the U.S. at a time when we need their
support on other issues. Moreover, I don't think it would

be effective vis-a-vis Argentina. (S)

Even if you would prefer to adopt a tougher approach, I would
recommend that you delay implementing this approach until
after the Commission has completed its report. I realize
that this may mean six months to one year, but I think the
wait is justified. (S) g

In summary, I hope that you will reconsider your position on
Argentina. I think we should continue to maintain a strong,
cool, and correct posture to the military regime until progress
in human rights is evident. Now is not the time for us to
move to negative votes in the IFI's or to cut back Export-
Import Bank credits. At the least, we should wait until the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights issues its report
and then adjust our policy appropriately. (S)

Ov ve 28 Wt o (RC on An b
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SUBJECT: THE TACTIC OF DISAPPEARANCE
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1. C - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: LISAPPEARANCE IS STILL THE STANDART TACTIC

FOR THE ARGFNTINE SECURITY FCRCES IN DEALING WITH CAPTURFL
TERRORISTS. TIE MILITARY'S COMMITMENT TO THIS METHOD IS
PROFOUNDLY ROCTED IN ELEMENTS THAT RANGE FROM EFFECTIVE-

NESS THROUGE FXPEDIENCY TO CULTURAL BIAS. ¥E DOUBT WHRTHTR
INTERINATIONAL SANCTIONS ANC CPPROBRIUM WILL, IN THEMSELVES, CAUSE
THE GOVERNMENT TO CHANGE THE TACTIC AND GRANT CAPTURED TERROR-
ISTS DUT PROCESS. SETTING THE AUTHORITIES TO AEANDON THIS
TACTIC WILL BE AN UPEILL BATTLE. WE MUST TRY.

TEE VATICAN MAY BE THE MOST EFFECTIVE ADVOCATE IN THIS

EFFORT WHICH SHOULD TRY TO CONVINCZ THE LEADERSYIP THAT

THERE ARE OTHER WAYS TO DFAL WITH THE PROBLEM--ESPECIALLY
THROUGH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MILITARY COURTS. END SUMMARY.

3. THOUGH DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN NUMBERS FROM PREVIQUS
LEVELS, DISAPPEARANCE CONTINUES TO BE THE STANLARD TACTIC
FPOR THE ARGENTINE SECURITY FORC?S IN DEALING WITHE PEOPLF
THEY BELIEVE TO BE MEMBERS OF TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS.
DISAPPEARANCE IS A EUPHEMISM FOR TE® UNACKNOWLEDGED DETEN-
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TION OF AN INDIVIDUAL BY SECURITY FORCES. FASED ON FVFRY-
THING WE KNOV¥, WE 3ELIEVE THAT DETAINEES ARE USUALLY
TORTURED AS PART OF INT¥RROGATION AND EVENTUALLY EXECUTED
WITHOUT ANY SEMBLANCE OF DUY PR0OCESS. AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT, THE CURRENT GUIDELINAS FOR TEX SWCURITY FORCES ARE TO
USE THIS PROCEDURE ONLY AGAINST ACTIVE MEMBRRS OF TERROR-
IST ORGANIZATIONS, THY® RESULT EAS EEEN TFEAT VIRTUALLY

ALL OF THOSE WHO DISAPPEARED THIS YEAR HAVE PROBABLY

BEEN MONTONZROS.

e
" i
ey

4. THE ARGENTINE SECURITY FORCES WON TE® "DIRTY VWAR"

AGAINST THE TERRORISTS TWO YFARS AGO. SINCE THAT TIME THE
MONTONZROS EAVE BEEN ABLE TO CARRY OUT ONLY ISCLATED, IF
OCCASIONALLY SPECTACULAR, ACTS FOR wHICH THF TERRORIST

ACTCRS HAVE OFTEN EVENTUALLY PAID WITH TH{EIR LIVES.

THUS, EVEN IF ONE WERE TO CONCEDE THRE CASE BEFORE, NECESSITY HARDLY
CAN BE INVOXED BY THE MILITARY TO JUSTIFY THX USE OF DISAPPRAP-
ANCE AS A COUNTER-INSURGENCY TECANIQUE. ON THE OTHER

FAND, TYE CONTINUED USE OF DISAPPEARANCE HAS A VEZRY WIGH
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL COST TOR THE -GOYERNMENT. IT IS

ON THE DEFENSIVE IN INTEZRNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. RELATIONS

WITH THE UNITED STATES CONTINUE TO BE STRAINED 3Y THE

ISSUY. TEE PROBABLE INVOLVPMINT OF ARZENTINE SFCURITY

FORCES IN THE DISAPPFARANCE OF TIREE ARGEZNTINT® MONTONEROS

IN PERU FORCED PRESIDENT VIDFLE ™0 CANCYL A TRIP T0 LIMA

THAT HE WISHED TO MAFE TO SYMBOLICALLY

EXPRESS HIS GCVIRNMEMT’S DEMOCRATIC INTEMTION.

AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL IN THIS GOVERNMENT, OGR CONTACTS,

FVEN AMONG THE MILITARY, RECOGNIZE TEPSY COSTS AND EXPRESS

TEE HOPE TEAT EVENTUALLY DISAPPEARANCES #ILL CEASE.

5. BUT THEY DON'T THIS UNWILLINGNESS DOES NOT RE¥FLECT
SIMPLE BLOOTLY-MINTEDNESS 2Y UNTHINKING MILITARY MEN, IF
IT DID TEE PROBLEM MIGHT BX MORE SOLUABLE. RATHER THE
ARGENTINES EAVE RECORSE TO LISAPPEARANCE BRWCAUSE:

~=IT WORKED. MORAL AND LONG TERM PCLITICAL COSTS APPEAR
LSS IMPORTANT THAN SECTRITY CONSITCERATIONS TO THE GOA.
ARGENTINE SECURITY FORCES DEFEATED ON¥ OF THS LARGEST
TERRORIST ASSAULTS ON A MODIRN SOCIZTY USING THEIS

TACTIC. THE EXPERIENCE OF WEST GFRMANY AND THE UNITED
STATES IN USING THE LAY TO MYET A TFRRORIST THREAT MAYFS
LITTLE IMPRESSION HERE SINCF THE MILITARY ACCURATELY
EVALUATE TEE THREAT THAT THEY BESTED AS BEING MUCH LAHGER
THAN THE ONF THE UNITED STATES AND THE FRG FACED. RATHER,
ARGENTINES INVOXE ITALY’S CONTINUING TORMENT AS WHAT

THEY MIGHET EAVE FACED IF THERY HAD STUCX TC TEE TAVW.

——IT CONTINUES TQ0 2F FFFECTIVE. LISAPPEARED PRISONFRS YIWID
GP INFORMATION UNDER TORTURE. DISAPPEARET PRFISOWNERS CAN
BF TURNED ACAINST THAEIR FORMER COMRADNS., DISAPPEARED
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PRISIONERS ARE BFLIEVED TO BF A FRIGHTENING FXAMPLE THAT
INHIBITS THE MONTONEROS® ABILITY TO RECRUIT NEW PERSONNEL.
37
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~=THE MILITARY ARE UNWILLING TO USE CIVILIAN COURTS T2
PUNISH ACTIVE TERRIRISTS. TA®Y ARGUL TRAT THE COURTS

WOULD SIMPLY LXET THE TERRCRISTS GG. IN VIEY OF THE

STIFF SENTENCES HAND®D OUT RECENTLY TO TERRORISTS

CAPTURED IN EARLIFR YWARS, T.UIS ARGUMENT IS NOI CONVINCIWG.
WE BFLIEVE THAT TRE PROSLZM IS POUNDED FIRST IN TUSZ
INABILITY OF TEE MILITARY TO PRODUCE EVIDENCEZ FOR USE

IN THE COURTS AGAINST MIN AND WOMEN FANATICALLY DEDICATED
TO THRIR CAUSE-~OTHER TWAN TEAT TXTPACTEL FROM THE
DETAINEES UNDER TORTURE,. SEJONDLY, THE SECURITY SFRVIC=S
ARE UNWILLING TO SURRENLER THEIX CCMPLETE CONTROL OVER

THE DETAINEES.

—=THE MILITARY DOES NOT HAVZ FULL CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURT.
THEORETICALLY A SYSTEM OF MILITARY JUSTICE WOULD
HANDLE 79¥% TWRRORISTS, METING OUT CAPI'TAL SENTENCES
THAT WZRE TO ITS TASTES. KOWFVER, FOR SUCE A SYSTEM
TO WORK, TEZRE WOULI: HAVR TO BE OFFICERS OF RECORD %10

IN THE FUTURE COULD 3% H=ZLD ACCOUNTABLE FOR TLEIR

ACTIONS. AS CNE MAN, EIMSELS A MzM3ER OF ONF OF THE MLJOR
SECURITY FORCES, TOLD US, THTRE IS VIRTUALLY NO

ARGENTINE OFFICER WiC WANTS TO HAVE HIS NAME ON RECORT

AS ORDERING THE EXECUTION CF A TYTRRORIST. UNDER THE

CURRENT SYSTEM, THE MILITARY ARF RESPONSIRBLE AS AN
INSTITUTION BUT TEE INDIVIDUAL IS FREr FROM ACCOUNTABILITY,
——AT BEST, THE RULF OF LAw IS A WRA{ AND FRAZILF CONCEZT IN
ARGENTINA. THE MILITARY DOES NOT OPERATE IN A VACUUM AND ITS

=
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DISREGARD FOR THE PRINCIPLES OF DUF PR0OCkSS REF#LECT
WIDESPREAD ATTITUDES IN THIS SOCIETY. ARGENTINES %30
GENUINELY BELIEVE IN THY RULY Of LAY, SOME IN THE GOVERN-
MENT AND OTHERS OPPOSING IT, REMAIN A MINORITY.

—=~FORCING THE SECURITY FORCES TO A3BNADON THE TACTIC WOULD
INVOLVE CONFRONTATION BETWEFM TH® POLITICAL LEVEL CF

THE GOVERNMENT AND VERY POWIxFUL ELEMENTSIN THE SECURITY
FORCES. THE POTENTIAL COSTS OF SUCH A CONFRONTATION MALE
IT A VERY UNATTRACTIVE ALTEZRVATIVE TO A GOVERNMENT WHICH
MUST COUNT ON A MILITARY INSTITUTION THAT IS MORE OR

LESS UNIFIED,

~=INTERNATIONAL SANCTIONS AND OPINION ARF GIVEN LESS
VEIGET BY TYE MILITARY THAN THE NEED TO CLRAN UP THE
REMANANTS OF TEE ANTI-TERRORIST WAR. THEY WILL NOT

EASILY CHANGE THRIR TACTICS TO MOLLIFY CRITICISM.

€. THE USE OF DISAPPEARANCE IS NOY RESTRICTED, WF EFLIEVE,

TO ACTIVF TERRORISTS. THUS, THE EXTENT TO WHICH DISAPPEAR-
ANCES OCCUR DEPSNIS SOLELY ON THX NUMBkX OF MONTONEROS WO
ARE ACTIVE AND GET CAJGIT. AS TEY NUMBER OF ACTIVE

MONTONEROS EAS DECLINED, SO HAVE THE NUMLER OF DISAPPEARANCES.
THIS TREND WILL CONTINUE IF TH® NUMBFR OF ACTIVE MONTONEROS
CONTINUES TO TROP, BUT DISAPFEARANCE AS AN ACCEPTAZBLE TACTIC
WILL NOT END SOON.

7. AS TRE WAR BETYTEN THE TSRRORISTS AND THE® S¥CURITY FORCES
GOES ONj; EUMANITARIAN VALUES ANTD US HELATIQONS WITH TFRIS
COUNTRY ARE CAUST IN A CROSSFIRE., WE OBVIOUSLY CAN DO
LITTLE TO AFFECT TH™ TERRORISTS® CHOICE OF SYEETHER OR NCT
TO CONTINUE TREIR STRUGGLE. OUR ABILITY T0 INFLUENCE TdF
GOVERNMENT’S DECISION ON TACTICS IT %WILL USE IN THIS fAR

IS NOT MUCE GRZATER, IT WILL REMAIN DIFFICULT FOR US TO ARGUS
AGAINST ARGENTINE "SUCCESS IN ITS UNTCRLCAREDL VAR AGAINST
TERRORISM AND PARA-MILITARY GUERRILLA ACTIVITIZES. BUT Y3
BELIEVE THAT TESPIY® THYE O3STACLXS WE MUST MAYF THE SFFORT.
¥E SEOULD:

--MAXE IT CLEAR TO GOA OPINION MAXERS THAT WHILE WE HAVE

NO SYMPATEY FOR THE TERRORISTS WE CANNOT CONTONE EXTRA-
LEGAL ACTIONS GAINST THEM, S50 LONG AS THE GOVERNMENT
CONTINUES TD <MPLOY SUCHE TACTICS THERE YILL BE AN

IMPORTANT IMPEDIMENT TONORMAL RELATIONS.

—~—4NCOURAGE TEE GOVERNMENT TC PONDER SERIOUSLY EOY TEILS
POLICY IMPELES ITS FFFORTS TO MAXE ARGFNTINA A RESPECTED
MEMBER OF THE WESTERN FAMILY OF NATIONS.

—STIMULATE TFE GOVERNMFNT TO TAINX ARQUT ALTERNATIVES TO
THE TACTIC OF TISAPPYARANCE. WZ BELIEVE THAT TRE ESTA2LISE-
MENT OF AN EFFECTIVE SYST¥M OF MILITARY JUSTICEF MAY BT

THF BEST ANSWER. IF THAE MILITARY COULD RE SHAKEN OUT OF
THFIR BFLIEF THAT LEATH IS TEE ONLY REASONARLT PUNISHMENT
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FOR TEPRORISTS, TF¥ ARMED FCRCES MIGHT SEE ADVANTAGLS

IN USING THE MILITARY COURTS. THL BRAZILIANS RFLIED ON
THEM DURING THEIR SUCCESSFUL BOUT WITH TERRORISTS. THIS
EXAMPLE MIGHT HELP? CONVINCE THE ARGENTINES TEAT THEY
SHOULD SFRIOUSLY CONSIDFR THIS ALTERNATIVE,

~—~ENCOURAGE THE VATICAN ANT POSSIBLY THE ARGENTINE CHURCH
TO INTERVENE WITH THF AHXGENTINE AUTHORITIES. THZ

PAPAL NUNCIO EERE UNDERSTANLS THE ISSUES AND IS ALREADY
INVOLVED IN TRYING TO GET THF GOL TO EXAMINE TH%L MORALITY
AND WISDOM OF THEE TACTIC OF DISAPPEARANCE (SEPTEL). TTE
CEURCE AND TIZ% POPE HAVE FAR MORFT INFLUENCE HERZ THAN

THE USG AND CAN BE THi MOST KFFECTIVE ATVOCATES OF 4

FULL RETURN TO THE RULE OF LAW. ¥E WILL OF COURSF
CONTINUE TO FOSTER RETHINYING OF THE POLICY CF DISAPPFAR-
ANCES WITHIN TEE MILITARY AND TIF GOVERNMENT.

RUSER
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DRAFT

MEMORANDUM FOR:

From:

Subject:

-.Pursuant to

-SEERET ({Entire Text)

THE PRESIDENT
Warren D. Christopher
Steps to Improve U.S.-Argentine

Relations

?qur instructions, the Inter-Agency
*

Group for the Aqgrican Republics has prepared a plan

of action for 198

approval.

| -
L

I. OBJECTIVES

0., which I am submitting for your

Our principdl objective will be ihprove our relation-

ships so as to fg

ster Argentina's identification with

the West; to seek assistance on appropriate East-West

issues (e.g. grai
among Argentine J

concerns; to encc

ns); to foster increased sensitivity
eaders to global nonproliferation

urage further specific

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13526
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improvement in cui
due process for a]

or terrorism); an

and economic infly

rrent human rights practices (e.q.
rl persons suspected of subversion

§ thus to contain Soviet political

Lence. We also wish to encourage

continued ArgentiLe cooperation with the Papal Mediation

of Argentina's di

pute with Chile over territorial

limits in the Beagle Channel, a dispute that very nearly

led to war betwee
Finally, we wish {

constructive role

the two countries in late 1978.
"0 encourage Argentina to play a

with respect to developments in

Central America amd in other Hemispheric issues.

_II. ACTIONS

FOR 1980

1.

The Consultaéi

k]

e~
.

We will conti
economic consultaf

visit to Buenos A}

--A visit by

lve Process

nue the process of political and

rions begun with General Goodpaster's

res in January. We contemplate:

the Assistant Secretary for Inter-

American Affairs to Buenos Aires, possibly about August 1.




-~-A meeting J

bf the U.S.-Argentine Mixed Economic

Commission in Oct{

bber, the U.S. delegation to be

chaired by the Under Secretary of State for Economic

Affairs.

--Periodic ps

blicy talks on global and hemispheric

issues, with the |

during the visit

American Affairs.

2. Nuclear Relat

First round of such talks to be held

bf the Assistant Secretary for Inter-

 ons

We want to ki

éép open the door for such cooperation

as Argentina may gesire for its nuclear program, as

a way to maintain
In particular, we
to provide highly

Argentina's resea

--Try to ress

influence for the longer-term.
should try to meet our commitment
and moderately enriched fuel for

rch program. We should:

blve promptly, in accordance with

U.S. law, the remaining safequards issues to permit




delivery of the research fuel and the licensing of

o.s. components;

--once this is done, undertake a review of the

advisability of modifying U.S. policy to facilitate
greater participation by U.S. industry in Argentina's
nuclear program. (The prihcipal case currently at
issue is an export license permitting the sale of

a high-pressure vessel for the Atucha II power reactor.)

3. Human Rights

We would céntinue the dialogue on human rights
with Argentine Ieédérs, through Ambassador Castro
and .during the visit by the Assistant Secretary for
Inter-American Affairs. In these consultations we
will attempt to obtain assurances that:

-~the GOA will accept an OASGA resolution which
encompasses a call for further improvements by Argentina

and which maintains the integrity of the OAS Commission

on Human rights;



—--there be no new disappearances, (i.e., extra-
legal abdﬁctions of persons suspected of association

with terrorism or subversion, including persons believed

to be active terrorists);

--all persons suspected of tefrorism or subversive
activities be processed through normal judicial channels,

thus ensuring due process to such detainees; and

--there be substantial progress in advance of

the OASGA, in reducing the number of political prisoners
held without cﬂarges through release, trigl, or exile
(during his recent .visit, Ambassador Smithwas assured
that half of these prisoners--1,300 at the time--would
be released or sentenced by the.epd of the year).

- The Inter-Agency Group noted th;p an accounting
of the fate of disappeared persons was being addressed
in UN fora, and concluded that this should not be
a central requirement for improving our bilateral

relationship.



4. Military Relations

We will begin to rebuild relations through increased
contact and consultations, while stressing that further
progress on human rights will be essential to the
more fundamental improvement in relations (including
a modification of the Humphrey/Kennedy amendment,
as reported in the conclusions of the PRC meeting).

We plan to:

--begin ﬁeriodic security consultations with

Argéhtina; the fifdt round, to be held this year in
Buenos Aires, would focus on Soviet activities in

the South Atlantic;

--invite an Argentine Armed Forces team to make

a return visit to Washington later in the year to

discuss global defense issues;

--invite Argentina to send a guest instructor

to the U.S5. Army School of the Americas. (The Executive

Branch will consult with members of Congress on this

initiative.)



Other issues are:

--High-Level Military Visit.

We will keep under review the desirability to
proceed with an invitation to a senior Argentine military
leader (such as the Commander-in-Chief of the Argentine
Army or the Army Chief-of-Staff) to visit Washington
this year. A final decision on this (including the
question of timing) should take into account the implica-
" tions of sﬁch a move on the selection of the next

Argentine president now under way within the Argentine

Armed Forces, as weii as developments in human rights

and U.S.-Argentine relations.

~--Sale of P-3 Aircraft.

L d

In DOD's view, there is a strategic need for
the sale of ocean surveillance aircraft .to the GOA.
We see no possibility, however, to seek special legisla-

tion to permit the sale of these aircraft to Argentina

this year.
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5. Other Cooperative Steps

In addition, we would:

~-Sign the pending U.S.-Argentine Agricultural

Cooperation Agreement during the visit of the Assistant

Secretary for InterAmerican Affairs;

--Seek to conclude the negotiations for the bilateral

income tax treaty;

--Seek to negotiate a consular convention.

6. Consultqtions with Other Allies

The Inter-Agency Group also considered whether
and in what form the Administration should consult
our NATO allies and Japan about issues of common concern
such as human rights and recent Soviet initiatives
toward Argentina and other countries in the Hemisphere.
‘We believe recent Soviet activities are a subject

for the NATO experts group on Latin



America and should be addressed in thﬁt forum. Human
rights are discussed by the WEO group in the appropriate
'UN fora, such as the UN Human Rights Commission.

A majority of the Inter-Agency Group recommended against

any new bilateral approaches to our Allies on these

issues.

7. Implications for U.S. Policy Toward Brazil and

Chile

- The Group also- considered the implications for
-

neighboring countries, especially as regards security

consultations. -

H
-~

As a general point, the Group nofed that many
of these steps will merely restore a better balance
in U.S. relations with the two countries since the
U.S. already has a comprehensive consultative process
with Brazil (including, most recently, security consulta-
tions). There was agreement that Brazil would not
respond favorably to a proposal for trilateral security

talks at this time.



Not addressed by the Group, but a problem of
some consequence, nonetheless, is the Chilean perception

that we have "tilted" toward Argentina. Chile sees

our warming relationship with Argentina as being directly
threatening in the context of the Beagle Channel dispute.
We have attempted to perspade-the Chileans that what

we are doing with Argentina has nothing to do with

Chile or with our position on the Beagle Channel,

which is to encourage acceptance of the outcome of

Papal mediation and avoid war. However, the Chileans
seem to fear that the Argentines, enjoying improved
relations with the U.S., and seeing Chile increasingly
isolated, will be encouraged toward adventurism.
This"pfoblem of am,{mbalancé in our relationships

in the Southern Cone, and of the dangers that this

could pose to peace in the regioql will need to be

looked to in the not-too-distént future.

—n—te
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e, INMINDICTION AND SUMMAIY, GENERAL GOODPASTHR

l‘“"1‘ ON TWQ CONSECUTIVE DAYS AT TH® MINISTRY OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS. TP FORAIGN MINISTER LED SENERAL POLITICAL
NTSCUSSIOMS FOR ARGEWNTINA, INCLUDING HI'MAN RIGHTS
COMCFRNS, POLITICAL-MILITARY AFFAIRS AND MATTERS
FAVING TO DO “ITH NICLEAR COOPERATION, IT WAS HIS
GWNERAL CONTENTION TBAT AN ACCAXTION OF MISINDERSTAND-
INGS TROTBLRS U.S.—-ARGENTINE RELATIONS, AND TEAT U.S.
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS OFf ARGENTINA HAVE LED US TO MISCAL-
CULATIONS IN POLICY. MOST TROUSLING, dk ASSFRTED, HAS
RFEN 017 MISUNDERSTANDING OF ARGENTINAS HIIMAN RIGHTS
STTUATTION. IN HIS SECOND PRESENTATION, OK J4ANUARY 2%,
RRTGADI®R PASTOR SUGG¥STED SPECIFIC 28MEDI XS FOR
RESTARING FULL CONFIDENCE AND COOPTRATION.

7. A SWPARATE MEMOARANDUM OF CONVERSATION COVERS
POONOMY MINISTFR MARTINEZ DE FQZ’S RESPONSZ IO OOR
RRTORTS TO WNLIST ARGENTIKA’S HELP IN AEEPINT GRAINS
SHIPYFNTS TO THE SOVIET UNION AT EARLIER EYISTING
TWVELS. ¥4D MYMCON INTRODITCTION AND SUMMARY,

P, WEDNZSDAY, JaNTARY 23: TORWISN MINIST*R PASTOR’S
WIBRST PRESENTATION.

PASTOR R®SPONJDED TO GENERAL GOODPASTEH’S RXPTLANATION
Q% PROBLEMS RISING FROM THE SOVIEW INVASION OF
ATLHANISTAN, AMD TH® (EMERAL®S PROPOSED AGENDA FOR
DISCUSSING ARGLN“INA'S ROL: IM TAESE, wITH THE WISEH
A™ SOMFT PNINT TC COVER THE FULLEST RANGE OF PNLITICAL
Z;gBL;MS EXISTING BETWFEN ARGENTINA AND Ti® INITED
STATES.

©, LAT®R PASTOK LED INTO HIS SIBJECT WITH A RHETORICAL
ONESTION: IF G2AINS SAIPMENT COOPERATICN IS SO IMPORTANT
JITST NOW IN OUR BLLATKERAL RELATIONS —~— EVEN AS W% ADMIT
TEAT THIS PROBLEM IS5 TRANSITDRY AND CI®CUMSTANTIAL --
ANY MTCH MNRE IMPORTANYT IS IT TO HAVE PELATIONS ON STCH
BASIS T9aAT™ IN *AR MORE SWRIOCS CIRCU4STANCES, WAR FOR
FYAMPLY, TET UNITED STATES AND ARGENTINA ¥DJLD STAND
TOGFTRER?

1. WwE CANNOT ARRIV® AT T4IS EOVZVER WITH "ON-THL-SPOT
N1SCUSSIONS,. Wi NRED TIME, aND IT IS REQJIRED THAT WE
ADDRESS A STRIES OF POLITICAL-MILITARY AND OTH&R QUESTIONS.
UNFORTUNATFLY, PASTOr CONTINJED, MEDIOCR® OR BaD RELATIONS
ARE THY "NORM" BETWEEN ARIENTINA AND TH% U.S. THE UNITED
STATES WAS SELDOM UNDERSTIOD ARGENTINF R:ALITIES, AND

BAD INTCRMATION AND MISJUDJM"WT AAVE LED TO TRRORS OF

n.S. PALIAY, AND "INADMISSIBL® U.S.G. ACTIONS.

1. A GO2A7 1,5. BRROR %AS WAILURE TO UNDERSTAND THAT
APGENTINA FOI3H7 A AR AGAINS™ TERRORISM-COMMUNISM THAT
TAST®R) RRETYEEN T¢0 AND THRIE YREARS. AND ARIENTINA WON
mEW WAR —— INLIKE®, FOR EYAMPLE, NICARAGUA. Td® U.S.
STQULD BT PROTD OF ARGENTINA FOR HAVING DONE THIS —-
IATARR TWAN ASSUMING THAT "VIOLENT REPRESSION" WAS

TFR YALLMARK OF THIS GOVERNMENT. YET IS IS THIS
SYMBOT,ISM, PASTOH wW#NT ON, THAT HAS BREN TAKEN SO
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STRIOMSLY BY HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS IN TAE NNITKD STATES —-
RATHRR AS TROUGH "A™OMIC BOMB DRCPPZR" S407LD
CRARACTERIZE THE UNITED STATES BREFORE ARITNT INES,

WwIEN TH? U.S. HAD FOUND IT NECKSSARY TO USE THAT
INSTRUMENT ONLY IN ONZ BRIEF SET CF CTiCUMSTANCES.

12. FTURTHFRMNE, THIS (0.S. CAARACTERIZATION OF
ARGRNTINA LED TO MANY UNFAIR POLICY UECISIONS: TO THE
RIMPTREY-XEMNEDY AMENDMEN)', TOWARD CONDEMNATION OF
ARGENTINA AT INTEWNATIONAL SIMANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND
QOTHER INTRRNATIONAT, FORUMS -—— EVEN, PASTOR ASSERLED,
™) U.S. OPPOSITION TO ARGENTINE NUCLEAZ DEVELOPMENT,

15. COULD ™% U.S. NOT HAVE RECALLED THAT IN 1332
ARGENTINA JAS FIRS™ TO S¥ND 5YIPS TO 4sLP THE WREE
“ORLD IN THY CARIBBHAN? ("9 DIDN’T ®TEN 3&T 1
TRANK-YO™ NOTT, ) ARGENTINA BACKED TH U.S. IN

DAY ISTAN’S DISPUTH wITH INLIA; TEIS COUNTRY YFLPED
DTFRAT AN UNFRIENDLY MOTION OM PUFRTO RICO Al THE
NON—-ATLIGMED MOVEMENT CONFFENCE; 4E WERE THE FIRST
TATIN AMBKTICAN COUNTRY TO TAKS IN EAST ASIAV REFTGEES;
47 TOTED “ITB THE U.S. IN TOsYO R00ND TRADE MLETINGS;
“® ALIGNED WITH ThS J.S. AT THE UNITED NATIONS IN A
RESOLUTION OM APYGANISTAN.

T
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14, U.S. T.ACX O¥ APPRECIATION IS NOT UNDERSTAND&BLE
™) TH% ARGENTINF "MAN ON THE STREET,” 73%N BE LEARNS
"NR EXAMPLE THAT YOU WANTEY TO USF US TO TAKE IN TEE
S¥AY OF IRAN. GOVERNMENTS CHANGE, 3BUT ARGENTINES
REMEMR®R ALL ''94S% PROBLEMS.

15, FOR RIS REASON, PASTOX CONTINCED, 30A MUST 4SK

NOW FOR PROFOIND CHAN3ES IN 0.S. ATTITUDZSS TOWARD US,

PASTOR SAID. AND NOT ONLY MUST ATTITUDAS TOYARD ARGENTINA

®T CHANGFD, BUT ATTITUD®S TOWARD MOST OF LATIN AMERICA.

TPRSE CEANG#S OF ATTITUDES IN POLICY MOPRFULLY ¥ILL BE

RPFLECTED AT ™IE WHITE HOUSE, IN THE CONIRESS, AT INTER-

NATIONAT MEETINGS . PASTO&_ASKED_IEAI_IJLLQ S. STOP PRESSING
GENTINA SO 9ARD IN NJCLEAR ARFAIRS ("IN RESPONSE TH WHICH 4E __

roﬁ*ﬁ—ccESIEEEf?ECQMM4Nn:&G_LHAﬂ THE PRESIDENT POSTPONE A TRIP TO

Tw"isnxl FT_TINTON HE PLANS TO MAKE LATER THIS YE4R )

- —

1R, (AT THYIS POINT PASTOR TOUCHED ON SsVERAL 0T1?R
SPRCITIC POSSIRLE ACTIONS RY THE UNITED STAT®S, “YHICH
H® DTVELNPED MORE FULLY TH& FOLLOWINE DAY. THEY ARE
RRCORDED IN THAT™ CONVERSATION.)

17 PASTOR TW¥N ADDED: AND YOT MIJST NOT CATE3ORIZF US
AS JUST ANO'"HTY ANTI-DEMOCRATIC MILITAPY 3HVRANMENT,
THIS GOVERNMWNT IS #ORKINT HARD TO AARIVE AT REAL
NFMNCPACY —— AND NOT QF T#. LAUGHING STOCK KIND OF ,
™Y LAS™ PYRONIST PERIOL, RYEN TROUGH TAAT "DEMOCRACY'
ROASTED A CON5RQESS AN OTHER TRAPPINGS. IT ¥AS THAT
LFOVERNMENT 4HOSE FIRST ACTS WwuRE CO—-SIGNED BY CUBAN
PRPSINTNT DORTICOS AND CHIT.EAN PRFSIDEMT ALLENDE;

TTS TLATER DAYS WERE GHARACTERIZED BY DISCRDER AND
XTIDNAPPINGS. NOW W& nAVE NO HUNGRR, RACS PROBLEMS QR
SWRINDS CRIM®, "wE wANT TO SE CONSIDERED AS A SERIOUS
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COUNTRY" PASTOR SAID.

1P, A N2W PATH WILL TLEAD TC A ¥ULL ALLIANGs; ThHE
RYISTING COURSE YILL LEAD P A "WE¥ NEUT2ALITY" 3ITH
WHICH NXKITHER T94 11.5. NOR THE ARGENTINES #ITLL FEEL
FOMTORmA“L*, PASTOR CONTIN''2D, THE CONSEJUENCES

YILL RW TUNGRRTAIN, YTHPN HE ADDED' ¥OUR RSVISIONS

OF THQ0UGIT MIST BW TOWARD LATIN AMERTCAN COUNTRIES
NTAER TYAN MEYICO AND VENEZJELA -—— ALL 0N+ LATIN AMERICA
N¥EDS U.S. ATTENTION, HOWEVER MUCH 9WF MAY APPRECIATE
YOTTR ATT¥NTION TO TH®E MID-WAST, SQUTH 2SIA AND OTHTR
TROUBLE SPOCTS

19. IN RESPONSFE, GENERAL GOODPASTER ASSURED PASTOR
TIAT ARTENTINA MAD ZAANED ITS PLACE AMOMT RESPECTED
NATIONS, AND THAT WE S40¥W THIS APPRECIATION IN WORKING
WI™E ARGENTINA IN THE QAS, AS WE DID EARLIWR IN THE
LLLIANCY #OR PROGRESS. %% UNDERSTAND ARGENTINA®S
TRADITIONAT. COMCTERN FOR HJMAN DIGNITY —— IT IS PART

f" OUR SHARED HRRITAGE —- AND CURRENT EFFORTS TO
RTSTOR% THIS SITUATION.

272, FNRTH%R, SZ0DO0DPASTER CONTINIJED, PRESIDENT CARTER

TAS SAID HE SHARES HOPES FOR BETTER RELATIONS. THERE

IS AN UNDRRSTANDING OF PAST JVITED STAT&S ERRORS.

IN NTICLEAR AWFAIRS 7?01 KXAMPLE: KNOWINZ OF ARGENTINA’S
TAC® QOF INTENTION TO DEVELOP A WEAPON WE WANT ARGENTINE
PROGR¥SS —- BUYT WITH APPROPRIATE SAFESUARDS, vE MADE
79T POINT OF PROPLR SAFEGUAARDS WITH KIROPEAN SUPPLIERS
MO™ TC DFLAY ARGENTINE PROGRESS, BUT TO ACHIRKVE AN
QBJECTIVS STARELD RY ATL. S{ORTLY ARGENTINA 4ILL RECEIVE
A LETTFR FRO™M THE TINITED STATES REZARDINZ PROVISION OF
FIEL WOR RLSKARCH REACTORS.

21. RXCOAGNIZED TOO A% STRIDRS MADEZ IN RFSTORING
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