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Todayjis the 18th of October 1981. Our interviewee, Mr.
William‘Lutwiniak. Mr. Lutwiniak,'éﬁe of NSA's foremost
cryptanalystajoin ed the Signal Intelligence Service as a
civilian in 1941 as a result of recruitment by Mr. William
Friedman. Mr, Lutwiniak later enlisted in the U. S. Army
and was immediately.assigned to Arlington Hall in 1942.

In 1943 he joined the Signal Intelligence Service in New
Delhi, India, or the CBI Theatre. On this tape Mr.
Lutwiniak will discuss his career. The interview is
taking place in the Pl area, 8th Floor, Headquarters

Building at NSA. Interviewer, Bob Farley. Classification

/
To? .

of this single tape isASECRET HANDLE COMINT CHANNELS.

Why don't we get underway? I do appreciate your time; I

puive
know yeéﬁﬂa busy man. But first of al% let's get underway

and what I'd like is a little information on your teenage
days, where you went to school before,military, and then
we could pick it up, military basic training and Arlington

Hall and whatever else you want to talk aboug_sir.
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LUTWINIAK: I'm a high school graduate, I never got tofV;ny college.
L

My military career is closely connected with working for
NSA and its predecessors'iﬂﬁ I guess by way of background
on that, I had an early interest in crossword puzzles
which led to an interest in cryptograms and I éntered a
" contest in a detective magazine, Detectlve Fiction Weehly,lf

memory serves, which had a cryptogram'departmentsigéme

out every week, they had five or six cryptograms in it.
This
—anmd—this

P
z

one. time they had a contest whére the first five
5ou*+|ons

or six allusiens got subscriptions to somethlng called
fEhe Cryptogram which is the publication of the Amer ican
C;yptogramﬁbSoc&ety. I entered the contest and I won a
yeafg 5ubscriptioqlybééh7ﬁgt§55€ﬁﬁﬁpwhiéh got me exposed

to the gfeat world of ciphers. I guess I was all of 13
ji@i# at the time. 1 found that fé&inating. I rapidly
became one of the foremost solvers in the ACA and I kept
that up for some years and then in late ;39 or maybe

early '4@,1 got a communication from the Signal Intelligence
Service, William Friedman, asking me if I'd be interested

in signing up‘fqr the Army extension courses on cryptography
and cryptanalysés with a view perhaps to subsequent

1t had been
employment.ﬁ $equone of my fondest dreams to some day be
a cryptanaiyst as a profession.v It never occurred to me

that it might actually happeng I didn't think there was

any such place in the government. So I took these

M
extension courses and I worked my way through military
¢ M ¢ M

;ryptography and pllltary eryptanalysgs I and Tllltary

I |rn\|r| [ f‘mlﬁ_
AT e woar LT
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gryptanalysés Ilmeﬁdyl guess I was almost entirely through
M C ' .

%ilitary crypt III when I got an offer for employment
which I jumped at. They asked me how much I wantedaéqa[
ﬂ%yl was then employed in the garment sector and I figured
/ woul

$30 a week™ be a munificent raise. I asked for that and

jdo. 00 ‘
I wound up getting $34+49 per annum, per annum.

.FARLEYQ That's about a week's salary now.
' #Rh-Lufg)&uaJc Then thgy asked me to get a physical and send them the
(Clronge WM Yo S
Lunuwmn'nmmmmﬂ>ill of health from the doctor which I did and I subsequently
got a notice_to report to work on February 1lst 1941.
FARLEY: This was'at the Munitions Building?.
wM: L At the Munitions Building, that's right. I walked in and
briefly chatted with Mr. Friedman who .turned me over to
- my subsequent boss, Solomon Kullback and I went to work.
And I guess I was very gaihfully employed and having a
lot of fun working on all kinds of stuff, mostly German gy
/Qgg% was the German sectioq,?;i»we had an awful lot of
the spy ciphers to work onp Py\was a lot of fun. The
place got crowded rather fast and being a young bachelor
I wound up on swing shift naturally. Matter of fact I
think I worked the whole war on swing shift. But by then
we were at war and the draft board was breathing down my
neck/so I got an interview with then/Captain Hayes of
the Signal Corp% |

FARLEY: Harold Hayes?

WM: Harold Hayes, Harold G. Hayes and told him I didn't want

—ted BN g
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to get drafted because I was afraid I'd get out of the
an &
businessA_I'd become an infantryman. I asked him if

- there was any way at all I could arrange to volunteer
s
and get inducted into the Signal Corp, and continue to
work at SIS. And I explained to him that there was some

financial difficulty involved because I was sending half

LM ' : ;
my salary home.-f&digxﬁmylnother was a widowe I had three

younger brothers and I worried about that. I guess he
took some notes and I mustgug;id the right things in the
rlght way because I subsequently was told to go down to
G K
_the greyhound bus station on New York Avenue 9#%4?@%%%
ﬁ@éédﬁ and enllst ;%fthe recruiting offlce there where 1
would get orders. So I went down there and I ‘passed the.
phy51ca1, wasn t much to that, and the sergeant there
gave ‘me aa—understand 7 4 ~they'd been expecting mengéd4

fter | feve
&1¥a5\I was sworn in he saiq\ﬁeﬁghare your ordersugmd

M
Jék orders were to report to Captain Hayes at the Munitions

Building.,
FARLEY: Beautiful.
He
WM: Went to Captain Hayes at the Munitions Building, he said,
i\
We It

wedl okay go back to work and we'll worry about getting

you a uniform and some basic training and things like that.

FARLEY: Did you come in as a PVT?
WM: That was the other part of it. He immediately promoted
ec\ e MO

me to ?exaﬁ7<ﬂ9\it was the three stripes with the T on itg

FARLEY: Okay, technician fourth, waspt (£7
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WM: That's right, yeah, fechnician fourth.
FARLEY: Wel%chat was great to come in with stripes on your arms.
WM: . ' Yeah, that's right, and that enabled me to send as much home,

money home as I had been sending. And I never did get

basic training.

FARLEY: That was one question I was going to ask.
' Tt . 7
WM: I never did, %ﬁ,came in bits and pieces. I had to take

the Army aptltude test in the office under, who was first
. Does Second

sergeant then, Flynn, d@ﬁf that sound right, in the second

Siqual 7. Myov

s&gaq&%;gnd I was trucked down to Ft. M along with a

couple of other guys to get my uniforms qh@ —andthat _was,”
atis
ﬂggafﬁﬁgabout ‘all there was until the great day when they
moved the Munitions Building to Arlington Hall and all of

a sudden heard we're gonna live in barracks.

FARLEY:" That was qulte a comedown for a lot of peoplaq
I,
WM: And I, by then I was a tech sergeantplfgﬁﬁwﬂbgkl was

probably was the master sergeant by then, and NCO ACOB
and nevervhad a'minuteg worth of basic,
FARLEY: Was it routhnI mean not completely understanding the
| left and the fight flank and to the rear march and all
that, or did you have enough sergéants to tell them to
take care of it?
ow
FARLEY: Nq,I had to do itbcyea had to run your own barracks, but,
you kno% one has a quick study and the barracks I inherited
was full of these privates who were all Japanese studentse
gg%.out of places like Yale and Harvard and NYU”gpéﬁlpqyidA

never seen more than two stripes while they were in the
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Army{'had that going for me. Then they found out in
Cry F’Tah h,\\.{5'—_ / So

short order I had a reputation as a =50~

Al

there's a lot of respect going there/too. And I'm sure

they did a fair amount of covering up for my deficiencies.

- How much‘gﬁu/of your time was devoted to administration

rather than‘cryptanalysﬁs because you were the senior NCO?
Very 1ittle;nvery little.

So you wefe able to spend most of your time in Building A
orABuiLding B, whichever it.was?

, Al
Particularly since I was on the swing shift and theyAwere

7%;¥fan day shift.

Okay. So you could handle the administration during the
stay unh'!
day then 41T midnight?
That's right.
Okay. What sort of an assignment did you get from the
Munitions to Arlington Hallz When you moved to Arlington/
were you given pretty much the same duties as you had at
the SIS in Munitions?
: “he
There was a point in time when & Japanese problem grew so
much that they needed to beef it up and I was transferred
from the German section to the Japanese section. I had
gotten a lot of notoriety ‘as a depth stripper in German
and they had an awful lot of key to recover on the Japanese
systems. I'm not sure when I wa%/though, I guess it was

after we flogged the GEE, German Dip System.

Late '42 or?

i) ol
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YeahI{x@/6@9fb£yand that problem was winding down. So I

was assigned to the Japanese problem, but Kullback was
running'that/toglat the time.- I guess he‘d‘already moved
over and I didn't have any administrative duties, I was
simply a cryptanalysg&f'WOIked swing shift, recovered

keys like crazy, and recovered keys that ﬁﬂéwthey ébuldh't
believe the nexf day, day after day after day. i
Just-héd that talent, that knack I guess. Was Rowletﬁ

involved at all in the Japanese area?

In the Munitions Building yes. 1In those days we only
of Courss

" worked DIP problems becsmuse and then yeah, he ran the
‘Japaneée Diplomatic section. I wasn't in that. Security

. was very good. By osmosis you gathered when they'd broken

somethin% but the details weren't readily apparent and

you got the buzz words like MAGIC and PURPLE and the RED
machine and so on.

Where those words used pretty much around that area at
that time?

Oh yeah, the MAGIC SUMMARY, yeah, and that was clearly
the_SIS‘intelligence wrap up that was picked up by courier
and hand-carried, but yeah, the buzz word, the PURPLE
machine, that's what we called it, the RED machine.

Right. 1If you were to pick somebody as a mentor or

somebody who guided you during that period, who would you s at

it was? " ' i
Ldn ¢ s

Oh, it'd be Kullbackyg yga? I always looked up to himA I
e .

a0 OALL M

1
C“;d"‘LLQ Uil

L
1
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still do.
FARLE! a cﬁ\ 1 igh
ARLEY: Good od&.,Solomon, right? N
’ g9 /(/(i {\a 7,:,\’\ ‘} i,e
WM: Yeah, Yeah/he was gﬁfﬁéb iﬂﬂ very sensible, o) didn't
. e

mince worngrh%\sald what he meant, nothing devious or

underhanded about him éb@/l always figured, gee, if I
have

ever g@ﬁ\to run anythlng around here that I'd run it the

' Way Kullback did - and I digd, the best I could. Kind of

/
, Eo n0ﬂsensg,blunt stra1ght to the point, gﬁ&?
t/ Wwere
FARLEY: W the big three 1n unlform by then¢7éha@°fA5
WM: o . Yeah,; that, you know it's all hazy, so much happened so

fast in those days, but one day all of sudden there was

Abe Sinkov-in a uniform and Rowlett in a uniform and

_— The
Kullback in a uniform;q%%;&ﬂgﬁ;dldn t look very military,

but there they were in uniforms.

FARLEY: Especially Abe.
WM: Yeah, full colonels. )
FARLEY: Yeah, right. And then Abe went to Australiaokpkm@beLb\j:tf

was mid '42 wasn't it, or was it earlier than‘that?
WM: "I think mid '42 is about right.
FARLEY: What systems do you recall that you were workinglon 7
| knocking off the additives? Was it 2-4-6-8 or?
WM: 2-4-6-8, 7-8-9-@. I guess those were the two main ones
b¢cause it was never endin904£%%£‘the Eime you recovered
all the additive in the book, they put out a new book and

. there were always key squares to recover and stuff like

that.

Tmn C —-fosq;--.\ V’"'ﬁ;‘
4Kl IS L IR Y)
Wfﬂr ot e i.—H-A-N%E‘V‘H“ee"*FHl SpsTAlil (RGO

TR G ey
N7 \an\yt’{—i
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FARLEY: Was there any morale problem at all with the military at
7 ’ﬂ\t"\
that time,n~rfelt that they were working longer than some
¢ /ilians

of the cildiams and were making less money? Did you notice
it in the early days?

WM Never bothered me. When I enlisted in the Army I forfeited
something like, as a civilian, hundreds of hours of
compensatory time that I never got to take and when I put
on the uniform I didn't change my habitsg I wofked about
12 hours a day, six or seven days a week, almost never

Thavz
took a day Offé‘{thﬁ was a war on. Besides I liked what
I was doing.
FARLEY: - Is there anything else we can put on tape regarding the

ceypranalyticat )
Gépr7=$he-aﬁa%yt&ta+-perlod? What I want to do is get

to the Japanese where you were sitting and working with

fke

WM I didn't work with Rei}&’chauer at allg g had the whole

Colonel Reiﬁéhauer.

language end of it and I was on the crypt end.

FARLEY: Oh I was under the impression that you haq been with
Reigéhauer.

WM: No '

FARLEY : George Reddick and couple of other people AbAﬁ'TMé%k+ e

WM: Nope. . =

FARLEY: And they said that you were in charge; Did YOU know him
at allz ] ’”

WM: Oh sure, sures‘?éyigété\qbék;fggﬁjgﬁgmjgédjw”Reiﬁéhauer.

But no, he had the job of running the big translation
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WM:

FARLEY

WM

FARLEY:

. 10
fk&hnq
effort on the Japanese, -heading

!

and training all these young GIs who he hoped to beat

up all the book-breaking

into linguists, Japanese linguists. He was a very busy
man. And I had nothing to do with that end of it’,ébét The.

book-breaking and the translation was kept very very

separate from the depth stripping #@ﬁ&jﬁuﬁyand the Y tcovery

gé%yﬂﬂgkﬁkbf code charts.

. : 7
How closely did you work with the translators,?ﬁ/gﬁYtkgﬂ

‘you had a problem or if you could help them or they éould

help you, how close was the liaison? .
. Thmﬂi

It was sort of on a who-you-know basisg ghayﬁ? come to me
and ask if this recovery might not be correct or 1'd go
to them and say, this group hasn't been noted yet and yet
I think it exists and it ought to mean so and so and that

kind of thing. But that would be because some of the

guys I was doing business with were guys in my barracks s«

“That _
aﬂd—tha%_would lead to other contacts who would seek me

éut. » But mdst_of that work was done by day and there I
was from swing uatil the wee hours of the morning.

Was liaison discodraged among the various elements in the
building?

ﬁé, it's just that everybody had so much to do that there
was:; Atime to develop gene;alists, people who saw small
pieces of all the action.

How much machines or, well, what did they call them in

those days, I guess it was early for computers, but how

HANDLE VIR COR-RT CHARMELS-6Hey—
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much machine assistance 'Cooyoen TReRWE
WM: IBM \ ' ,
7 How
FARLEY: Yeah and thehpi Natlonal Cash Register equipments, hew

by
much help,Awhat value were those in '42 and '43?
p o I/
WM Oh/ they were quite valuable until WWe got IBM andw
weNe able to sort and collate. We couldn't have gotten very
far hence the German Dip and of course they ran the SIS
Pttanec » Aat
on ;he’mere pttance q& of the reasonv,we went on
swiné shift was so we could use the IBM setup in the,
I guess it's the adjutant general's sectiong I forget
what they called it then, logistics. Anyhow we used to
go doWn about 4:30 - 5:00 when they got through and run
coflators

all the sorters and ce%%aeerﬁ and everything else right

into the ground. Sometimes $€%§§ywe‘d render inoperable
féur, five, six pieces of machinery, but we'd get our
iob dodé, &éiqhgo back upstairs and I don't know what
they thought of us when they had to clean up the next
morning, troubleshooting all that stuff. But gradually
we got our own IBM facility in the Munitions Building. I
guess it was Rowlett whoﬂf%ﬁgﬂ{was sort of an electromechanical
genius as well as a cryptanalyst. He put some thlan y
‘ s

together, one of which was the GEE WHIZER, ?a way to
L«)(’lq\'\'\‘ .

e&gh@ﬁaﬂdv5'

solve transpostions mechanically by 1ogAw 2
" FARLEY: Did you ever, in the earlier days, feed anything into the
Bombes or were all the Bombes in Europe for the Enigma?

WM: No,I think Aﬂﬁi}'we got one, but this is hearsay on my
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part because by then I was in the)ﬁé&?. Clﬁjﬁ'

'Sig do you remember the organization structure of the

period, mid '42s that you were involved in?
Not very well because even now I see nomenclature, two
capital B, small roman numeral and a small letter and I
s s Ce
for the life of me can't attach any significan&s- at all.
YOUVCan't,'no.
W eve
I can't even give you the wheels whoAFunning various
things. I know Kullback was running the whole Japanese
Reichouwer, ' _
problem and.ﬁ%jﬁh&ﬁ%ﬁ&wgéélunder him was running the
language part of it. But I don't know who was directly
below Kullback on the crypt end, who I should.speak to.
I don't think I ever saw the guy. I don't know who he was.
i Lpﬂnkwos

Yeah. Mpcé;f:didn't come in until '43 did he, do you
remember?
Yeah, in those days he spent his time mostly in Friedman's

de had
office and it was in the Headquarters Bulldlng, very
little, almost nothing to do with operations.
Yeah, I first remember him in mid '43, so I guess he'd

been around there for a while.

And that was about the time I guess I got shipped to the Acngl‘

e

Was
BT%AColonel Arrell,@@@ﬁ/@@/a llngu1st°

Oh yes, yes he was. He may have been in charge and then

’%cuuuuxt(
eishager worked for him.

Could be.

4ﬂﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁhﬁ7CHANHELSUNLi
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WM: Yeah of course it was Colonel arretl, a chicken colonel,
E?udnauxu’
and I don't think Rieshauwer-was at that time.
FARLEY: I don't recall., Oh I agree that's a long time ago, kindd df
hard to sort it out. Shall we move to CBI now or is
there anything else that you'd like to talk about still
at Arlington Hall? Okay/did you volunteer to go to the
. - 7
-  CBI or were yout sev(%
WM: Oh'no, no, I was ordered. There was a time when a lot of

the guys were volunteering for OCS and going and coming

back as lieutenants}ﬁ@ﬂ Kullback called me in his office

ax‘-)‘ w
one day says, Sergeant Lutw1n1ak’ flgured he was mad at
savd, Vs Hie W n
‘me, J51r,,Asa1d/I'm'order1ng you to go to 0OCs.
- : .

w. ) .
I sai% I don't want to, why should I'waste three months

when I can be solving all these things and strlpplng all .
' 9 o\hgl o
thlS keye I'm not g nngmbe more valuable to® you as a

W\

11eutenant than I am as a sergeant.l#?ald I'm orderlng
1

X w ! U 1
;ﬁﬁ&?‘you. I said, ﬂﬁq I'm not,ﬁfaluteAand I walked out.
It was'shortly after that I got orders to go CBL.: I
don't think there's any connection. I think ‘the Pacific

war was getting to the point where they had augment the.

A

very small effort they had in New Delhi and I was one of

a group of how many others there were, eight.

FARLEY: What date was this, do you remember, was it in '43?
WM I think that's right.

FARLEY: That would be early '43.

WM: Yeah,

SRLC S

1 ' et NEYIR 1%
HANSEEA-GOTRT SHHENRTESCT
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How did they select them? Were they all, quote, volunteered

or they needed certain specialties?

Well let's see. Two of us were cryptanalysts, Dirth?ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁL

One
and Lutwiniaky orepwas a traffic analystﬁ%hamed Pickering,

two were Japanese linguists named Henley and, what the

7 AMOWM{
hell was that other guys name , anetheg COMSECer named

Tt o
Murphy.lZ$«was just sort of a slice of the cryptologic
talent, all GIs, all non coms. 7

e

What was yoqr'directive, what did they tell you to do, -te- 0

go over aﬁdysetup a SIGINT intelligence service support

q@ﬁinq

;Nb, We were carrylng sealed orders. But ge%%iﬁ?there

. eﬂ\nc
was some deal Started out gittrngon a train in Washington

and‘going cleat across the country to some camp in
. . .\Q

_California, iqﬁ/w@1stopped there for I guess a month then

Stoneman
we went up to Northern California, Camp Speman, yeah

outside of P1ttsburgw%’ Sat there for another month , ¢bede

Liberty '1 \en
heard they were bu11d1ng our shlp, L got

shlpped south to Ansa %nd finally got on thls_L4B£§T$:,

ship which was brand new. We got‘éﬁ’aboard and they went

OruiSe. o
around the hull but once, that was the shake—down Crewsy
ey

and=tiey lighted out for India, by way of Australia,
uwnderneath
unbeneath Australia, unescorted.

7 Mo~ z
Two months trip, hﬂqxlong did it take? A& ’4ogaxf‘/ﬂitsnaan\n

0
Two months. One stop jdte Z d%htake on

T :
fresh water and vegetables,/&@ﬁ«}t was a cargo Shlogi ﬁ\‘uas
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loaded with munitions gﬂgv@qqdeck were cratesy I think
‘The‘

they were P-38 flghters dpévA@A§&49b§gU£L£ qhbﬂd,were

two what we called dog houses right on deck, one on each5MJﬁ
n
of the ship andAthose dog houses were ensconced, eight

sergeants on one side and eight sergeants on the other.

0SS
The eight sergeants on the other s1de were all oeur—wess—S

ﬂl@ ' i
men, theg&were just as close-mouthed as *éCA@EﬁﬂWe were,
After we'd been at sea I forget how long, I guess we'd
A already crossed the equator and gotten initiated into .the
/RO OV“AQV' 0 \\Q“\)'(Lc\ﬂs OV\Q
am,orderk. ei&ba¢k&an@hene of my chores was to take

a bucket and climb up at the crowspest and get the eggs.

FARLEY: What a mess.
WM: The guy in charge of nominally, your transportation
' o
_officeg lieutenant, very strange name, his name was
MT
Larder, his initials were M?‘ They called us out on deck
dau ) "
one sunny and said I'm gonna renew your orders men, dddy 1
&,wb\\ ered ~ "Our
to the guy next to me, b4 orders are to report
o
to the SIS in New Delhi, India, j@@/hﬁﬁréads,his orders,
ﬁ_ ow. U
oY report to the SIS building in New Delhi, India.
| yobitga tih rep g : , 1nd
FARLEY: - Oh you had known that you were going there?
WM: Why,sure.
FARLEY: Oh yeah, okay.
quys
. i i ’ i '
WM They tried to keep it a secretaepwkb#The 08S guyfdidn't

know. But I don't think they were going to New Delhi,

e
they probably went to Burmapg we\ never saw them after.

After we landed in Calcutta, we never saw them again.
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Koenpore. (7)

But from Calcutta we were trucked to a barracks, -Cokxe—
fﬁé£@:comes to mindg I don't know if that's the right
name, but it was on a lush golf course where we had an
intercept station. I can recall visiting at the intercept
station during our stay there. But then we got trucked

or > Ne, .
up tO/Lf£QQQA90¢MA3Q$%Were we flown, é%%l guess ve went
by train probably, to New Delhi and lived in tents for a

while until we got barracks in town and checked into the

. Sys
Muﬂ&ffﬂﬂquulldlng and went to work.
What ,
FARLEY: B&é;—whaﬁnsort of an operation was already there for SIS?
Tt :
WM: Very small one’, -?béd}(g, was skeletal. The guy in charge

was a Major Martan and he was responsible for ‘all the

usual things, ;ignalf 1ntelllgencef,l¥¢J§§g uﬁderstaffed
'awx \aé» =) almost no equ1pment0§ﬂﬁil was horrified to flnd
out that the systems he was promulgating in the CBI
Theatre were double-transposition systems with literal
keys for derividg Tl and T2, instructions for use,you
know, don't fill the matrix and th1n%f Qlke that, q@ﬁ/@ﬂ
[«®

thought that was pathetic because IA_a lot of experience

s
on transp051t10n systems kﬁkused by the German spies in

IR

gouth AmericaodpﬂVI knew how subject they were to abuse
and it just doesn't stand up. And they had a series of

related'things from which the derived keys, English

phrases¢p$d¥}ﬁﬁﬂﬁ@gﬂ~you know, if you made a recovery, you
~rh Ind
could recover the two keysy thgillteral keysAisee how they're

GrdAuaH%

related and get an 1dea°@nv/g;adaaT$?(.I could just see

HINSLE VIR ORI CRARNELS BN ey
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our stuff being ripped to pieces and yet what else could
he do.éé{had no material %?ﬁkto get our good systems or
anything else. They greeted usl boy they greeted us

because that meant they were free to go back to the States.

7
Is that right, they had served their time over there %QMV'

Yeah. }ea(er7%97*“u5+ have

That's unusual that they would let them4M§MeyAhedm

accumulated their numbers of 901nts 9&@\3
Ma‘-

Well no I think they had two or three years 1n/ they

simply were due to be replaced. R@érwas Leonard, coldnel,

\.

yeah lieutenant colonel then, and later chicken co}enel,

Oh yeah. A ' L o
o JQQQQ-

He was major in the Munitions Bulldlng I guess. )@Zé#?{

fhat coT

thaﬁaremlnds me of an incident.’ When he came on board to
take over the swing shift in the Munltlons Bu11d1ng ﬁﬁiﬂl

row
had élgfean by then, enough so it needed an officer-in-charge.

He came in one evening and he had;&%'an intercepted crypto-
gram from, I guess it was one of the spy networks in
HQ ‘ [N Hue
South Amerlcagiyﬁ\sald heaanlll see what you can do
with thls,apd/hanjust tossed it on my desk. Well it was
Tt
transposition#ﬁ%?it was single transposition, ity had a
/ .

lot of X's in it and then, aﬁd rather short order I put
Tt Sm“tm\“ﬂ

the thing together, solved it, i%iwas Englishg §smeth4ag
about a ship movement and cargo out of some port in South

America and its destination,éﬂﬂﬂ} put it back on his desk

_HENOLE VGO B HARNTES ONTY
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and he looked at, #®e said, \&e@ﬁ good/Blll And I went

Jhen ﬁ%
back to work, HutAbe & \he turned up in the CBI {pb&%ﬂ

A ¢ Lieutenant Colonel Bickwit, Chief Signal Officer of the

T guess he

Theatre. G&%&%»%—remembered that and I wound up

sort of running the whole crypt effort. There was a
] -, N . .S(,‘ELL\ (L
nominal oaptain Tn charge, Stowbridge, soumd right?
: . R Lous
FARLEY: . ) Yes. That s what I heard from three orApeople who were

there that you ran the operatlon.
WM: - Yeah . f#%fﬂ@iéy I'm sure this is all connected,
a wh'o
B1ckw1t Dust 51mply 1mpressed w1th mey%hat—the guy knows

what‘he s doing and saw to it that I was giving a fairly

free hand'ﬁﬁﬁ‘l never asked for permission. All the

supplie§ I asked for I got right away and things like

evur ) M\\\\\'\\n TE
that. And I-voagéwh&v@’worried about y@ﬁ,ﬁgé@p&ﬁ'seemed
We - qetling

natural gg%me, w%hwere ge££+a@the jOb done and it's only
in retrospect that 1 see that‘%¢gkﬁﬁﬁw/this had to be RJQA o{
/kﬂhé‘ planned and made to happen that way.

FARLEY: Did you reorganize the group when you took over or was

there any need to do anything? WA
ao

,(L, [ IC’/
WM: @hefe—waeﬁ~tjy seems to me it was sort of iQ,I

guess is the right word/and I had some very good people ¢
we
and_- simply sorted things out by function and allocated

ot
functions for people and kinda put it on a sort of a

N
assembly line basis,‘éz\fact we moved people around so that
everybody could do everything after a while, And froa

ﬁﬁ&wbgot it sort in a smooth flowing thingIQﬂd,I orchestrated
»

HANDLE VA CONLMT CHERMNELS-ONLY.
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the whole bit. I was in charge of all the incoming and
Outgeing key recoveries and I kept all the records up to
date and I provided all the working aids, all the recoveries
of codevgroups and keys and things like that and just kept

things running %ﬂyjyé}¢~svnoJW\j,

What systems were your target, were they all Japanese,
medium I%ﬁ@tﬁﬁ_‘eve

Yeah. Not at the beginning, we worked the Japanese

main lines. The ones that had'papticular impact on the
CBI Theatre, SMAT, and I forget what that breaks down to,
that 6, 7, 7,8,9,07

I don't know, I believe so, righti And that was the main
line. ' Was there a heavy volume of traffic or were you
able to just hear three or four stat10ns°

Welb we had an 1ntercept station rlght outside Delhl; I
forget the numberfandkwexalso got traffic from the one
outside of Calcutta. Seems to me we had one in Bdrma,
one in China.

Andvthey'd feed all the traffic to you people?

It got to us, yes. We were reading the main lines currently

/
and we were grinding out very good 1ntelllgence 1n support
2 v Hald p vt L we U
of I guess by thea(ﬁﬂéh@k ’be Joe Stlllwell s boy,
“They' 4

aﬁé—thEY'@\come every monthﬁ’change of the square, 2pﬁ

SOm(er;

sometimes it would take three, four days before we got it
fl\f’

fromﬁblg effort at Arlington Hall. So one night Paul Derthick

‘ltybwg4ggiﬁyand'me and a sergeant named Jack Lauberman figured
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out that if we could get the traffic in early we could
recover the square probably that night. We got Stowbridgeé
in, our Captain Stowbridge, commandeered a jeep and we

S Qouviev

ran a sort of a query 1nto the intercept station outside

Delhi and kept bringing in the traffic during the night,

3}@{“«&qh, /%£d>ééﬁybﬁééand>l would take the preamble stuff and start

trying to solve the square change and about 3:30;4:@0 in

the morning we had just enough traffic to.put it all

togethéro AI recall saying gee, 36;&%%#&481we should
There'

ere. S5
probably send this back to Washington, therelgrno sense

We

them. going through the agony of recoverlng,‘EBPiMEmgot a hold

of, who ‘was the COMSEC sergeant, Jim GCeeseman, Sergeant

. 5\_5‘1,2 by
Geeseman, and a him to send it back to Arlington Hall,
el Tt
L)
And‘he said it was the Sigaba we used, no numbers
\\e;e—ldq,, g A

Midel i
on 1t, very hard, I sald }%ﬁalVAlght 'we'll spell out

all the numbers spell out all the rows, digit by digit,

L as A checll I Seo
and then aﬁ/ Q%aspell out all the columns, amdtsqllt

wound up to be a sizeable piece of thlng. Aqﬁ7$$bﬁ%‘satﬂ

\\ \&(
CA\A Vel MEL who does this go to I saidllyé £ Kullback from
He 1, s - K ﬂw%ﬂmg

FARLEY:

WM:

Lutw1n1ak/2dg we sent it. And a day later we got a
A

N L/t)u\f‘ _
message back from Kullback to Lutw1n1ak, mission out

z ZDon"L"
there is to exploit systems not to recover them, gpgﬂt‘do
that again,”he said. And I, you know, 4 we'd spent the
rest of the night celebrating, got a bottle of wine and — —

Something to celebrate.

Yeah, but, then we got that slap in the face. It wasn't

TR pUance . '
T '{Muuti:l . 4 11
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"
until I got backp found out what had happened. A guy

named, civilian named Cassidy who was runnlng the Jap

problem back here, when that square came in just got 1nto

155y "“How dare Tthey? That's
a towering ﬁ%ﬂ \jﬁﬂy@bﬁba&;&.not their jObl

L ol fy
And Kullback, the only way he couldﬁbh@i&&iﬂ&@ythe guy was

“The

FARLEY: That's a shame. Guys so shortsighted bﬁdt4zﬁ% war should

to send this reprimand back to me.

come first. .
all vkt "E\c\ﬁ‘*"cl(L
WM: Well I think Kully knew I would take it Q/ bmtA/Léxtmm4

“"Don' £
just smiled when he handed it to me. He sa1d Ve pay

any attention to this/BillJ# Next time the square changes

you guys can do it overnight like you did, go do it. Next

Y . ”
time we won't send it.

FARLEY: What support did you get from Arlington Hall?
WM: Oh all the keys as they recovered them and-so on. They
/ . .

used to come rolling. Gee, a large part of my job was
simply taking these decrypts, W had type X wh1ch we
w& w:l«u\\&
could use for the keys, as‘%e\take these decrypts and,
write them up on the 5x8 cards with the proper row
designators and columnﬁ/designators and page designators
Reep have thea
and kégﬁt,those things up to date and @tijavailable for
wh.o
the guys #b&f were doing the exploltatlon and the
decryption. Sometimes a key page would be sketchily
recovered and we'd have a message that was very interesting
whit
and if we had something around, uwell we had two deep,
we'd try to fill in the unrecovered keys just to complete

et
the translationsyg Eg%ﬁ kind of recovery we did.
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Switch to Side 2.

How abqut support from Central Bureau in Australia, did

you have any 11a1son or any channel to the Australians or

G; r L\d\r A) Efslémo Aﬁ\‘d-
Ehe Sinkov 9@&L€kﬁﬁ%&rﬂt, Ersk-ardtthat crew?

I heard several times directly from Abe S1nkq$ but whether
)r

s;ﬂ%{% were official communications and an exchange that

Tha
way I have no 1dea, thag\would have been done at the

0- ic ev

_off&gg(level and I didn't pay much attention to that.

Thére‘was a British group, WEC, in the area and they came

~down on occasion to talk to us and we went out there to
-talk to 'them. I recall one effort they had which they
‘éaid was working very well of teaching South African

. natives how to intercept Japanese traffic by poking the

right kKeys.on #gﬂ'typewriter to correspond with what they
4
heard igpeVes.« They said it was working very well in

Thene
spite of ‘the fact you couldn't get iggmhto use a typewriter

with thelr intercept, y@ytﬁﬁp@ﬂé&%&thelr stuff was always
in pencil or the red form sheets.

Yeah, right, right, and it worked?

They said so, I remember being amazed. Tgey had one guy

umssﬁ\wﬂ 1 ﬂq ng AWay aw )
Wﬂﬁ&ﬁ; there with earphones andggggééq/ékﬁgbdmiﬁ

producing pretty nice looking traffic. Of course it

L

wasn't in a live situation.

‘ 7
who did you support in New Delhi, the U. S. Commander,

C W
WMMS\,M@%\M Stillwell?

L Nt 2L s
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WM: 'Ng‘he was in ﬁ#@%éharge of the troops in Burna. I don't
know who the local CO, maybe if you threw some names I
may could verify them.

FARLEY: I don't know, I don't know. You‘wguldn't recall the G-2
or the officer to whom you provided the material? Let me
ask again, you produced translatlons or reports or
summaries g wbbbﬁth¥kd1d you get your product 1nto the
hands of the G-2?

WM: We produced decrypts which went over to the translation

. guys, Henley and Frank Tenney and Bernie Wiseburger, that

Wwas on The
was the sergeant whoAshlft with us, I couldn't remember

his

the-name @ﬂA And they'd been augmented people kept

coming in all t1me, we kept growing and growing. .= And

as near as
they'd translate them and the translations, thevears I

PBrek with,
could tell would go stralght to the CoO B&GkWt%ﬂ'and he'd

do the desem:..na-td_on}/d\SSemmnhon .

FARLEY: I see. So would you guess that he made a daily run or a
courier?
WM Well somebody certainly did, somebody certainly did, but I

. e
have no idea whovm%%%?put the finger on. But I know the
support to Stillwell was crucial several times. I think

the intelligence we provided had a hell of .a lot to do

MyitKyin
with the Battle of Mlchenef@comlng up the ‘way it did, and
It : . ( ' l:AeV
&t“seems to me that Flip @éreeas awed~

Crew, OLOQA their lives to us/too. And you'kno% that's a funny thing.

After I got back I met the woman I married at a party.
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Some years later her high school biology teacher was in

We
town and he looked her up, 1nv1ted us there,/ge went to a

AV\é )t . .
partyﬁ‘turned out that this guy was one of Flip~égzg%¢éggﬁa

Coru,va“fg pilots and he wouldn't be talking to me if I, you kn0@4ﬂ¢44

tf didn't tell him/of course, but I told her. She still

can't get over it.

FARLEY: You were able to read information that the Japanese were
do Y et

aware of thelr operations or¢p$9@ﬂﬂ4g¢%ré@ vremember

'enough about 1t to put it on tape?

WM: No ‘I-don't. C;Zit s a shame none of those translators
stuck around,ﬂtﬁé;wqg the guys you ought to talk to.

FARLEY: Yes. |

WM o Because we-recovered and decrypted in Japanese and while

all of us knew all kinds of common Japanese terms, enough

to know when we wete readlng things properly, we weren't

l,\)Q L.)nm\A jg/e\
translators,(gq/§&have to take their word for it, gha
A\ \/ou Ve 610(, s

hot stuff, Aﬂhﬂg@bm% get that out. \
gd‘C‘\\‘l

FARLEY: You had somebody scan it then when you had aJsﬁg@;}ubﬁuaiéfw~,
WM: Oh yeah, they'd'comé'in and look over our shoulders lot
I ‘ of '

of times when things were kindd hard and we needed help

on étfipping. See/if the keys-weren't recovered and the

message’was.important‘and we had some other traffic around

that fit on that page,the shallow depth, you needed all

, ] . because.
the help you could get to strip it out 63&39\you couldn't

wait another two weeks until Arlington Hall sent that

particular page to you. And the interplay there was
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important and there were times when the traffic was ff(nqurﬁtné
MW(KWHA
like Mitchenor and some other Burmese operations when

two or three of those guys would almost live in the same

gad hed would

office with us while we sweated these things out,ﬁsnatch

1t as andt
i/ ,Asoon as it's done-er run across the hall and

translate it.

FARLEY: Most of the information was pretty perishable then on
the
thatﬂmaln line?
WM: . Welb you know the Burmese campaign was a small thing
.compared to what was going on in Southwest Pacfic and
there

_what was going on in Europe, but they were GIs involved

;chbu ' ‘bh
and yeah it was important. ;gf%&Qa%?ot some kind of a

decoratlon out of it for our supporty I don't think it

ton of Mevnt
was a routlne kﬂt/ﬁkwauﬂor something like that.
FARLEY: He should have.
WM : I can recall, I'm comlng in the office and reading

N H(ﬂ(/l"w\‘t )
communlcatlons fromﬁﬁé;é«ﬁyhag Stillwell, A simply

congratulating us on the support we were giving them.
So/yeah/we.were doing good things which is why we worked
around the clock.

FARLEY: That's another one I was going to ask. You did get
other 4han
feedback from the people you were supportlng7 compllments,

G\Ve 1

saying \yiwe us more of this, what do you have on'>

J
WM: Well it was the compliments that would be read to us, ‘:E

ssqmqé Haat Xé%b&/i/&,sﬁ&éﬂp&&ﬁl\“%”ﬂ ¥hw’4&¢g¥/was orchestrated by htJ<m\f
,%%gﬁ&ﬂﬁ@\ If you knew the guy you realize that he d be

4 TN e
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the front man, ﬁﬁdbﬁﬂpbv/getting all the credit and
handling the consumers and things like that.

them,
Did you have specific EEIs or as we used to call PROD

requirements, but earlier it was EEIs, dg%iyou get some

guidance, precise guidénce from the G-2 people 6r the

intelligence officres?

I couldn't say, . really, I was a cryptanalyst.

I knoh, but I thQZlyln retrospect maybe you'd tecall, okay—
: Ficers e wust have

We had a lot of ofﬁrcegawho ng%b/been doing something,

they sgre weren' t_d01ng any of the real work.

You were probabiy justitold to give us as much intelligence

ae yot cae; Did you eQer have the feeling that you were

sort of step chlldren out in the CBI, tggiBletchley Park

plc
people and the Central Bureaeﬂand then oh’yeah, there's

"an outfit out in India?

We

No because the job was big enough to occupy us._gﬁ never -
had enough resources, never had enough men to do everything

that needed doing. You don't worry about things like
: . L

. S .
that. Later on when I got back and IAwhat was going on

in other places, yeah, I figured it was a pretty small

operation and not of much interest.
;Buhw\(, 7

What other officers were there besides BegkwiFh and Latapus°

ﬁb“v'Bitkw1tk Stowbridge, there s a Cameron Hosmer, Orlando

7o R P2 ue ki
W, Stevenson?’III, Captain Raze%ky, Jerky Pazerky we called

Ol
himg oa.God, what a pistol. He got into a hell of a

mess. I guess he was on leave and got up to the Northern

TENUTEVIAE COMTRT CHARRESS GhY
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part of India where it borders on Afganistan and they
tell me he stepped.aeross the border and pulled out his
A5,
Crazy:

. . /F ‘LFRA‘
Yeah. Jerky Eaéétkzy

Did it cost hlmAenything? )

(wrher

I guess he.got a reprimand. Later onAWe finallyzgot an
L—ﬁeqwan)

IBM- setup, a lieutenant named Eksegean, headed that up.
When,drd Lambroeﬁycome out there as a ghlef of some section?

_ He
I really couldn't tell you what he was reallyp he didn't

bother me I know that It was kind of late in the day, I
vxm
thlnk we wereléd& qg% ountlng down when he came out.

'"fWell let 's talk about Mainline 6666, water transport.

Yeah, that's right. .

- 7755

Yeah, we worked on those.
What.did you get out of the water transport, do you recall?

On the end product end I couldn't tell you.
d_u

‘Yeah/that right, that's the rough part. You just ground

out the groups, afddha-

That'sjright, that's right, and we got guidance from the
liﬁguists on what was important, what was hot trafficﬁé/
and what wasn t, qygzgluinew the keywords whieh would
indicate messages of 1nterest§K Like on wate?itransport,

we knew the ports that they were very interested in gﬁﬁ’

the perts which would be supplying Burma and we'd give

118 ‘n & Jivie
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that kind of traffic priority.
FARLEY: Also my notes mention#ytwo companies, one was the 3147th Sig
Was 7,
Service Company angkwas there another onéi I couldn't find

any reference to a second oneﬁ Was that your outfit, 3147th?
. o

WM: ’ Those are numbers I never heard 'efore.

FARLEY: Is that right?
WM: Never heard of them before.
A _ E S
FARLEY: You were also acting first gergeant out there/tog weren't
F =) '

you, or first gergeant, not acting?
WM: For a while ,yeah, I was the ranking guy in the camp, I
guess aﬁd somebody had to be that.,
: . - = -7
FARLEY: So you managed the troops as well as A o Thar &““QS’
WM: Well yeah by then I‘knew my way around the Army. No, in New
Progas
Delhi prepident?t156)” we had a first sergeant named Myron,
) < %H‘S
T.p was from Provo, Utah, I remember that,ﬂfirst name
was Myron, I remember that. I can't think of his last
%m real tze That
name, No I didn' t\ they had broken the thing down into
units.
FARLEY: Yeah,there was a reference to 3147th,.Sig Service Company.
Were you right at the Headquarters, SIS?

b

WM: Yes.

FARLEY: | What did they call it Cannaught Circle, or?

WM: That soundsbright, Cannaught Circle.

FARLEY: | But you were right at the Headquarters, SIS?

WM: It was a buildingJ;;~small two or three white building,

we were on the ground floor.
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Was there any security at allz_gﬁﬁ you have guards and

barbed wire fence or anything of that type?

A wlfouqht
Well %ﬁggﬁrthere wasﬁﬁggviron grill work on the windows on
the lower floog but that's about all, and guards.

Did you have any identification procedure, badges, or

C ? . . .
personal recognition. What was it to permit people in?

. , 'ﬂqe(# i
Personal recognitioq/I guess, yeah, ders were ID
DL\‘A -
cards and ‘be asked to display these_sometimes,‘ﬁﬁ% I

don't recalﬂﬁag had badges with pictures on and everything
like that..gsgmfancy.
That's right, that's right, your dog tags probably.
Ana the barracks were just a couple of blocks away from
the building, thé'in—town barracks.

’ AnéA§ou hgd a mess hallp,;é%;had your own cooks and bakers
tgere? i

,_Yeah,“yéah.
Was 'the food palatable?
Weil, sQingshift you know, you made do.
Oh'yeah{ you'd bring your own fresh eggs, anything you
want after midﬁighg right? You mentioned}#@ithe British.
Did the British come over and visit us as often as we did
them bf was there any interchange at all?
I really couldn't say, I know that on one occasion they
—ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ4ycame down to talk probably low-grade systems and
that's when I got to talk to them. And on two occasions

T Ges
we went out there to talk to them aboutﬂﬂ@gg,l'm not sure,

fpy e

iVl [} [VARIE S
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the division of effort/I guess. But I suspect most of

OF{’CL' [T’Ce;~
the liaison that took place was p{}@ﬁéﬁgz' f1ices

and it just didn't involve the working guys.

Probably.

And only when they got down to the n1tty gritty would we
ey @
be aware that there was this liaison g01ng on, &m
may have been an awful lot of it, I just don't know.
Sure. How about people from Arlington Hall, any
cryptanalysts?
Never saw them.
Okay, they didn t come out.
oS e
They didn't TDY $$«that came stayed
They wouldn't 1et them go bac&,huh.
Well they came because they were assigned.
7 lM@S
How about the people from the U. S. Navy/ wai there any
U. S. Navy operations in New Delhi, SIS type?
Not that I know of, not that I know of. If there were,
they sure kept it gfgddelx <%aket.
%
Were you aﬂare at that time of the conflict,*the friction
The
betweenA rmy SIGINTers and the Navy SIGINTers'>
Oh yeah that's from the Munition Building days, ‘sure,
) :

The big hassle while we decided how to split up the work

1 ) .
on g PURPLE machine and things like that.
0dd days, even days?
That's right. And don't forget the Munitions Building

was right next to the Navy Building connected by a catwalk

—AROTEHATO ea- R EHRiTooone T .
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on the second fieorgﬁpﬁtl can recall going over to the

R LI . .
Navy BulldlngAAdo various kind of business.

ﬁ;&ﬁﬁgﬁylt was not encouraged as I recall,
Tt
I don't know that it was dlscouraged;“ﬂﬁkseems to me that

. keaSowab\1 : _
they got along Lesgnab%xﬂwell with some friction because
1

peopleﬁyhad sort ofﬂ£&squatters rights on various things.
But I know they were impressed with us and we with them,
A \ . ) b) Hlet w ev-
ggﬂ pros, all good people, dedicated to what d01ng
and it means an awful lot in this business,
Is it because of the high level troopers that the jealously,
envy, whatever you want to call it, the high level troopers

) pre cxpl-(:,a.i-ed
on the Army side and the Navy side, is that what,pe;a;g&ﬁmgai
this friction? I know at the lower level the troops

 That was
would interchange information, the%e*s;no problem
Sure, yeah I think it was purely politics on the upper
ho qotnq 1o
level, whe was gnnaﬂ\swallow whom, is really what it
amounted to and the Navy, always traditionally smaller
with less funding than the Army and the Army threatening
to take them over, the Navy resisting. 2aAnd maybe some
ot

foresight it's all worrying about the day the/) a merger

would take place.

Uh huh.
UJ\\QVL_ ’
Yoa:knﬂw—when—your empire is at rlskﬁ/ﬁédﬁg you can get
ornerv\
awful heeeg*? 7.
Toward the end of the war did things sort of taper down,
Wes

waa\there less traffic or less volume, information to work?




DOCID: 4237388 .

32 |
wo e
WM: ~ Oh yes, yeah, we were sort of given make work g zg:were sent
hundreds and hundreds of depths on a Japanese air system
that needed recovering, I guess they couldn't man it at
Arlington Hall and sent them out to us and we stripped
Ta\( thee Ha&
the stuff to a Aairly*well, and sent back recoveries, had
to 1earn a whole new jargon and new vocabulary, groups{br
W i
airplanes and things. But ‘that was sort of make work a{ had
e
very llttle operational value to us, wq\just did it when
. there was nothing else to do andﬁ%ﬁfas the months wore
on there was nothing else to do but that.
FARLEY: How much support did you get in the way of collateral,
' : g 4
captured codebooks, captured maja““"*
. : : 15t
WM: Oh}that came through very fast, jﬁ&ﬁé@fthe F4st of it

A4

electrically and photostats by courier. Yeah,
when the Southwest Paeific campaign picked‘up and they
started making captures of documents, the stuff got to us
fairly rapidlx’l would say.

FARLEY: Were there any materials captured in Burma or in the

India area do you recall?
\,ew\en\\ﬁv\

WM: That rings a bel% but you know I just can't putlany... -

FARLEY: Would the British provide you anything if they had captured

it
useful material, would they have pr0v1ded'>

WEC - S1S- Detnl

WM: I'm sure they would, after all gﬁgybéugﬁahémﬁﬁT

l , N\
H2lhil liaison had to have some substance to ite I'm sure
they weren't just serving each other tea. But I simply

wasn't privy to that kind of thing.
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Sure. Was there a TICOM effort out of New Delhi after

the Japanese surrendered?

C§H{mah05 Yy
Yeah I th1nk that's what guys like §a¢@y@h§&a§jﬁ§ﬁﬂrand

1w \’\0
some others wﬁ@}“elther volunteered or hadn't had enough

time to rotate yet, were kept busy at. I was long gone
by then so I couldn't give you the details. But some of
them stayed en/gee/a year or more after we got oht, mostly

traveling.

N
/

You must have had enough points toward the end of the war
to come baek homé hadn't you, overseas?

Oh yeah, we no sooner got out of New Delhi, flew to

Karacin
g&;@ﬁa&y%f@é@{ and got on a troop ship, debarked in Hoboken

CCh4INIH VAs ACMoB‘th
three

7 dgatred T UH Qwﬂ%"‘“)

I'guess it was, took a train to Dix and
days later.

Did you. That was,t@ u.late '45?

/Lsm&e/% 1945,

QY'Y‘O\
Typlst huh? .

It should be /ﬁﬁ](,q, the 2™
fhiidaLtekndW\ghetﬁer,i{/ﬁas»ﬁ§b\8£//fYL/efyptéﬁalytﬂc//

miggsfzigke/weTl\l/wdﬁ\t/teTi\ZSB/stof@g§4/iim/gbing/to

intarvi€y _you. Is there anything else about New Delhi or

ﬂ“ﬁy discharge says October 4¢37, 1945.

about your unit in New Delhi that you should put on tape
ﬁ.ﬂcmo\cs

for our historians, antedotes’, anything that you want,
that are useful? Was it an enjoyable two years?

Fremn
~9ht744&@e&1k,£Lamﬁa personal standpoing I never could

adjust to India as a country, the way it was in those
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fiwwo“ﬁk

FARLEY:

WM:

FARLEY:

WM:

FARLEY:

WM:

days because you'd have the most abject poverty, absolutely

"‘f% , . . Cheek oy {on
squal: terrible sanitary condltlons,

was the most opulent magnificence you could imagine and

34

that hit me so hard when I first saw it I never got over

it. No, I didn't enjoy ?Mlndia at all. I r,éf/u/é%//&é”{“fd ’5

travel in the country. I wouldn't even take my authorized

;
%ﬁégﬁ& to go to rest camps up in the hills in the hot

weather, I never went to one of those things. But the

work was greatd.%f felt like we were doing an awful lot

f%wuqh

LIOA-
of good and there were concrete evidence of it,

So
concrete evidence of it on occasion s&%&ﬁﬁ&ﬁ_lt kept you

motivated.
Aside from recoverlng that square overnlght ﬂthﬁyduld“

4/@{ sinqgle
y@@/téi would out any accompllshment or personal

achievement that you were proud of durlng that tour in India?

t

Oh there were a whole series of sort of minor 11tt1e

Vauwﬁn N
}ﬂ’ )but SO ethlng pumped you up almost every week,

but nothing outstanding. The only reason I remember that

Dow 't

square incident was the reaction from Washlngton, ehodog b o

do that anymore!“

-Oh boy, itFé unbelievable,

No,we did lots of things like that and never sent the
stuff home so we couldn't get gigged.

That's a shame.

Well that probably goes on to this day. We're always

“Co
discouraging the field from going tgﬂfar, exceedlng their
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authotityzrgirectives.
FARLEY: That's right, But it was a pretty satisfying two years?
WM: For work, sure, 'oh yeah, had a ball. But I wish it'd

been in some other country. I never. could adjust to there.
FARLEY: That's terrible. I had 17 glorious months in Brisbane,
so, quite a difference. Okay let's go back to Ft. Dix,
ou “ve how\‘i \fou V=
now yeaarhame—«yeam%trylng to decide what to do, what
happened? '
WM "~ oh I had no trouble deciding what to do. As soon as/#gﬁl
went homg/saw the folks I went down to Washington again

reewployment o T \ad
and told them I was 1nterested in ;@@9&&&?@@%&&@ﬁy@4€ no

. K levin T , /\
_problem about ,Mb \51gned me up right away. Shortly
'after that I went back tonwork. I think 6/&%@% the whole
elapsed time was something like two and a half, three |
&_\—wccv\’\"“—
weeks, by time I got out of the Army and time I signed on
‘again.
FARLEY: - Coming.;n_as a civiiian again, did you notice the change
of pace or a complete relaxation of effort or how different
was it from when you left in the '42?

WM: ‘ Oh very different, very different. There still was some
lingering military. They assigned me to one of the
predecessors of Pl when I came back. I guess I'd had
enough experience so I should have been a pretty good
cryptanalyst functioning on my own%gbg;éﬁg;of the people
I worked with was then Sergeant Walter Jacobs, yeah.

FARLEY: Bletchley Park.
- T

41
—H




DOCID: 4237388 '

36

WM: He was back then, he was back. This would be after the

ow 'ra
war/of course,/ﬁgiﬁamalking now about October, November,
December '45, But he was still in the Army,you see putting
in his time.

FARLEY: What sort of a system were you working on: then or dld you.

d;gefe’nﬁ

go into a different area/completelxdfrom the Far Eastern'

problems? )
- '/!l/\uf{ s

WM: Oh/various-things, sort of free-lanced, thexe ‘s the

that
e system, - double transp051t1on#ﬂ1 can recall,
2y R . P A v v
f»fé doub

gpe;zu@han Eﬂhik e-transposition, Ch1nese

MNatlQnallst system 1nvolv1ng transpos1t1on

e T gy Hes: hat The : aseriminants .
Eo:33b(3) and 94&4&@% Jﬂuﬁx was funyg §§e§ had 26 d&se;+m+ﬁates; I

PL 86-36/50 USC 3605
forget how they went, but they 1nvolved ‘the 26 letters of
The grille S

the alphabet,and=%he~gt&@t%%&e—théagb for A, had a great

Ohce
big A in it, the one for B had a B in it, ng%we ‘tumbled

+o
af that we had a hell of a lot of fun recoverlng that.
Letter T

—

We broke in on one with a I,\gééﬂfﬁXtook up so little
space it was almost simple transposition. Then we got

the nulls up there and the nulls down there, "1%

FARLEY: How involved were we with Russian systems?
ee . and .
WM: 1'd ge back quite a while I guess’&I kept hearing about
Rouwc2oN o One
—BatmanasyeahT—and~on9\day Captain Kirby called me in

Zf QoM<
sa1dﬁ& £$h1ghly recommended Bill, would you consider

i
transferring to this problem. ;Kneed your talents. I

wound UL BON Pl fo \eu,v&— Bl
wp on the Bnﬁman I guess I had a

: Hya t was
predecessor to B@%pxﬂé&@t' do that, but tﬁdt?a\alyrlght,
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“The

the&problem was very interesting in those days. -7
Wt | xAy
Had we been. readlng the system throughout numbef—%==we%&

ad we
_/9t\;hé\/hé\/ygﬁem&qﬁeviet’%yst,mS‘ﬁ’a/ eéﬂy{yeadwbeen

d1rect1ng an effort against the Soviet systems during Ww II?
I cbﬁldn;t say, I wasn't here.

okay.

I only Séégklﬂ;om about early '46 when I transfeired to

the problem; tﬁéy had a large going effort so obviously‘{ had
beenlgoiﬁg fqr some‘time. I don't know whether,4ﬁ&£q;[9kbub

probably was a Soviet effort but.

Were we successful

%zg w.ugk’ x\a.\le been A -/((Ae
There m@%%ﬁy an Irish effort for instance, thé; were

neutral, rlght
’Yeah -
And yet I don‘t‘now that for a fact, I don't know anybody

that worked on it. There probably was a Soviet efforg

~but it was kept very quiet.-.

But were we successful in '46 in reading Soviet systems?
Sure, but I think that stuff is still compartmented.
Okay, well fine, we won't talk about it then. I know it
is. Okay. Any other systems that intrigue you, some
that are unbreakable g%#\ l

sulve - 1
Well now Yjpu: gettlng too current and A%@e51tate to put
anything on the record for fear that, you know I'd always

have to be watching my words and making sure,.

[ X297
Sure, @A%%&gbﬁk/l don't wantj}o\do that. That brings us
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ﬁp to about '46. - Is there anything we've forgottenz I can
sort of taper off if you wish. We've been here an hour
already.

WM s No, I think that's énough. Let me mull over what I've said

and see what else I can dredge up that 'might be of interest.

FARLEY: AlZ&ight sir. I know from '46 to the present time there
are four or five dozen projects in which you were inv01Vea.
WM: ~ Yeah, but all that stuff is very_QellidOCpmentéd.

FARLEY: Yes, I know, I know.

—FARLEY T " (he reason I asked you to talk about CBI is becéuse'fhere

was So little‘aquifbﬁAL4%#';{hrh\kﬁcﬁv ow (L.

WM: ) ' Well there wasn't much an effort compared to the regt of
the war. .

FARLE?# I've read their history and I've talked to people who

were there like Don Snow and Lambrongway back when and 1I
w |

never could quite figure out,it worked and who you supported

and what?

WM: Well I'm afraid I wasn't much help there.

FARLEY: You were, you were very much,
WM: There was a minor systems group that we had to set up

later on because they got so numerous and we were so busy

oy
exploiting the mainlinefg/Lieutenant Barker, Wayne Barker,
e . eoin
who now runs Press.
FARLEY: Would you mind talking about him as you recall.
WM: A very obnoxious character, tremendous ego, he mystified

oy
g
£

gigy

HANDLE VIR CURTNT CHARNELS Y
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some of his GIs once by claiming to be able to break the
SIGABA
Sigwba and he went through some hokus-pokus and got out some
plaintext, i}phony. He desperately wanted to be a
N .
cryptanalystg he—desperately’I think}wanted to work for
NSA when he came out. But he wasn't very good and he had
just enfirely the wrong attitude. He was a do-it-
s '
yourselferpﬁjmfkls mine and you can't take it from me
and 1f I can't solve it, 1'11 be damned if anybody is ,
“gon )\/OLL R o
gonag'have a chance at-it that might show me up.‘yp A
fkik. Kln§19f thing.. ‘Thoroughly obnox1ous guy. But he ran the
‘minoi”systems and per force he would have to come and ask
S : e
me what to do next on occasion and I'd tell himj and=he

v - }al&ays had a chip on hisishoulder and it was a blow to me

Ae eawn
when he crops up years later running the;aaLPress and

I
-

taklng all our treasured documents and publishing them for

profit.
FARLEY: Yeah{-we‘re'giving them to him. _ , _ )
WM: I hnbw, well you have to,'FOIA. (ﬁFYeeA”“ Dg‘ikkfng@ﬂk“ Atk))
FARLEY: Wwhen did he get out of the service, would you recall Ada DA
he stay on after the war? | ose — —
WM: I left him behind because he was one of ﬁh@# they kept

augmenting and the guys who came a year or so after I left

simply didn't have enough p01nts to go back when I did.

tyvickled Cat\imanos
I have no idea how they triekle out., I think Ga%eemahes~\
?.( s tan e

and one or two others closed up the placg, but I don't

know if Barker was one of those or not.
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FARLEY: I don't know eithexr, I never knew the guy. I appreciate

that comment because we've had various reports on this

individual. A@‘

WM I couldn't stand him and he knew itg,z he knew it.

FARLEY: | Sig I've taken up an hour of your time, shall we knock it
off?

WM Yea@/l think so.

FARLEY: Alyéighg sir, thank you greatly and maybé later on we can

expand a little bit.
WM: Alyéight.

FARLEY: Thank you.
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