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United States Government Accountability Office 
Washington, DC 20548 

 

Comptroller General 
of the United States 

     
Decision  
 
Matter of:  Ernst & Young LLP 
 
File: B-409258 
 
Date: December 9, 2013 
 
DECISION 
 
Ernst & Young LLP, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, protests the award of a contract 
to KPMG LLP under request for proposals No. H98230-13-R-0029, issued by the 
National Security Agency/Central Security Service for services supporting the 
agency’s Office of Inspector General.  The protester challenges the agency’s 
evaluation of proposals and conduct of discussions, and contends that KPMG has 
an organizational conflict of interest (OCI). 
 
We dismiss the protest as academic. 
 
The jurisdiction of our Office is established by the bid protest provisions of the 
Competition in Contracting Act of 1984, 31 U.S.C. §§ 3551-3556 (2006).  Our role in 
resolving bid protests is to ensure that the statutory requirements for full and open 
competition are met.  Pacific Photocopy and Research Servs., B-278698, 
B-278698.3, Mar. 4, 1998, 98-1 CPD ¶ 69 at 4. 
 
Here, prior to submitting its report in response to the protest, the agency informed 
our Office and the parties it would take corrective action.  Specifically, the agency 
states that it will investigate any potential OCI’s.  The agency also states that it will 
continue to stay contract performance until the resolution of the agency’s corrective 
action, and will notify the protester and KPMG of the results of its investigation. 
 
The agency’s corrective action renders the protest academic.  We do not consider 
academic protests.  Dyna-Air Eng’g Corp., B-278037, Nov. 7, 1997, 97-2 CPD 
¶ 132.   
 
The protest is dismissed.  
 
Susan A. Poling 
General Counsel 




