PROPRIETARY/CONFIDENTIAL

[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT:  Algeria/the Maghreb (13/3)

SOURCE:   Sources with direct access to the Libyan National Government, as well as the highest levels of European Governments, and Western Intelligence and security services.

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION COMES FROM EXTREMELY SENSITIVE SOURCES AND SHOULD BE HANDLED WITH CARE.

	1.  During the first week of March 2013 senior officers of the Algerian external intelligence service (Direction Générale de la Sécurité Extérieure – DGSE) met with liaison contacts in the intelligence services of Tunisia and Libya to discuss the recent claim by the Chadian military that its troops had killed two Algerian terrorist/dissident leaders associated with al Qai’da in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM); Adelhamid Abou Zeid and Mokhtar belMokhtar (MBM).  The Algerian DGSE did not establish direct contact with their counterparts in the leading Moroccan intelligence and security service (Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire – DST), given their past conflicts, but did communicate with them via mutual contacts in the French DGSE.  This individual noted that all of these parties are inclined to accept the report on the death of Abou Zeid, however; According to an extremely sensitive source, Libyan intelligence Chief, General Salim Hassi, believes that the Algerians, like the French DGSE, have serious questions about the Chadian report on MBM.  That said the Libyan government has no choice except to take all of these reports seriously and prepare for the possibility that AQIM or the remnants of MBM’s immediate group of followers may see Libya as a good location for a retaliatory attack against French or Western interests.  Hassi stated in confidence that the Algerians and the French services believe that Libya is a possible target given the uncertain political and security environment there.

	2.  (Source Comment: In the opinion of this individual Hassi intends to raise this matter with President Mohmed al Magariaf, and Prime Minister Ali Zeidan, who are currently deeply involved in an effort to convince Western business and diplomatic leaders that the security situation is improving throughout the country.  Hassi speculated that any AQIM attack in retaliation for the developments in Mali may well come in the Benghazi region where they continue to have a degree of support among people frustrated over the division of power in Libya.  Hassi intends to step up the intelligence coverage of Islamist groups who may provide this support to AQIM, and will work with National Libyan Army (NLA) Chief of Staff General Yousef Mangoush to prepare for any possible attacks.  That said this individual believes that the government security apparatus will be challenged by any increased threat from AQIM, and will have to turn to loyalist militias for support.)

	3.  According to a separate sensitive source, Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika is pressing the commanders of his intelligence and military services to verify the death of MBM, noting that in the past the terrorist/rebel leader has fabricated reports of his death as ploy to escape from dangerous situations.  Bouteflika noted that Abou Zeid and MBM have been at odds for the past two years; after MBM demonstrated that he wanted to command his own military campaigns with a degree of autonomy.   In this regard MBM pursued a complex relationship with the Algerian DGSE, while Abou Zeid continued to threaten internal targets in Algeria.  Bouteflika also suspects that Abou Zeid and AQIM became focused on his government after he did not attempt block the recruitment of Algerian mercenaries by former Libyan dictator Muammar al Qaddafi to fight for him during the 2011-2012 revolution and civil war.  Bouteflika believes he has resolved this problem with Libya’s General National Council (GNC) government, but Islamist forces continue to resent the Algerian policy in this matter.

	4.  In the opinion of this source the Algerian DGSE is concerned that the continuing offensive by the French military and their African allies in Mali will lead to additional attacks across the Maghreb coordinated by a Mali based loose coalition of Islamist groups; the Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa (MUJWA), which is supported by AQIM.  MBM’s group is an important part of this organization, and while their representatives discuss MUJWA in general terms with their Algerian DGSE contacts, they will not go into detail about its operations or plans. 

	5.  (Source Comment:  An extremely sensitive source stated that the government of French President Francois Hollande is increasingly concerned about the French casualties in the Mali operations.  This source noted that an official of the French Socialist Party stated in private that while Hollande accused former President Nicholas Sarkozy of being an adventurer and imperialist in conducting his foreign policy during the last presidential election, supporters are worried that the Socialist president has now taken a French army into Central Africa to fight a dangerous and elusive foe.  Three French soldiers have been killed in the fighting in Mali, with between ten and fifteen wounded.  The government is not publicizing the precise number of wounded troops.)
	6.  This individual added that the Algerian DGSE intends to continue meeting with MBM representatives in Mauritania in an attempt to protect Algerian interests in the region from retaliatory attacks.  They add that these discussions do not include any attempt to limit MBM attacks in the other Maghreb states.  Regarding Libya, they note that in their opinion AQIM could draw on support from Ansar al Sharia and other Islamist militias in and around the Benghazi region.  The Algerian DGSE officers add that the Chadian forces in Mali are also suffering heaving casualties, with approximately forty (40) troops killed, and seventy five (75) wounded.  Chadian President Idriss Deby has come under criticism from religious and tribal leaders in Ndjamena, who are concerned by his support for the French operation in Mali.  This source notes that the French maintain a great deal of influence over Deby, who is a graduate of the French military academy and whom they helped gain power in a coup d’état against the United States supported government of Hussein Habre in 1990.  
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