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AMONG INDIAN
RAJAHS AND RYOTS

CHAPTER |
FARLY DAYS

WENT out to Indin impressed with the dignity of our
I Serviee, an impression derived from some of my Buropean

- friends whose lives had been spent in India, from my
intercourse with Indisn gentlemen who were my fellow-proba-
tioners, and from reading about the hife and work of those
who had been employed in the making and maintenance of
our Indian Empire. 1 found mysclf in a novel atmosphere
and among strange and unaceustomed surroundings. 1 well
remember the sense of loneliness which possessed me at the
first. 1 went out at a somewhnt enrly date so that 1 might
wpend o little time st Poona, before reporting myself for duty.
I suppose it may have been due to this fact that no orders
hind been received in Bombay as to my destination, Al that
I was able to find out there was that, as T was posted to the
North-West Provinees of Indin, I must first of all report myself
st Allahabud,

Acrordingly, after n short visit to Poona, 1 went to Allaha-
badd, and there reported mysell to the Chiel Secretary. 1
arrived about the end of October, when Allahabad was ex-
ceedingly hot and uumm(urysblcy. Heing still unacquainted
with Indian ways, I walked over from the hotel to the Secre-

tariate at eleven o'clock. [ found the Chiel Secretary a most
"

*



2 EARLY DAYS

genial, courteous, and kindly man. After we lind talked some
time about the Service, and when I was rising to leave, he
offered to call my trap. 1 told him that I had walked over
from the hotel. He warned me seriously that at that season
it was by no means a wise thing for a Kuropean to walk abont
in the sun, and insisted on sending for a trap for wme. The
trap came, and I drove in it to the Fort to visil {wo vouis
officers whom I had known at home and who were stationed
at Allahabad.

After 1 had seen them, and lunched with them, 1 drove fu
the hotel ; and with some difficulty made the deiter of my teap
Junderstand that I wanted to know how muteh T had to pay him
as his farc. To my horror he told me that he was not an
ordinary cab-driver, but the servant of the Chicl Seeret ary,
I had therefore the chagrin of writing a humble apology to
that officer for having used his trap so long, nn apology
which required some eare; for this entailed an explanation
how his clegant. conveyanee had heen mistaken by s miserahle
“ griflin ™ for one that was for hire. A very kindly letter was
received in return, informing me that T was posted 1o Nag-
pur in the Central Provinees, and asking e to dine ot the
Club that evening,

I procecded the next day by train to Nagpur.  This sevond
journey took somewhat over thirt y hours by rail. My knocking
about and my exposure had nmde me feel rather indisposed ;
and I was huddled up in a corner of a commodious first-cluss
carriage, such as they supply for long journeys in India, when
a gentleman entered the train at Jubbulpore.  He at onee
began to talk to me; for Europeans are still very kindly to
one another in India, and were even more so then than now,
He was soon in possession of the facts that I was one of the
new batch of civilians, that T had alrendy made a long journey
to Allahabad, and that I was posted to the Central Provinees,
I asked him about the hotel acgommndation in Nagpur, e
told me that there was no hotel, but that there was a Dak {or
Travellers’) Bungalow.



EARLY DAYS 8

It was thus that I bccame acquainted with Mr. J. W.
Chisholm, who, though considerably my senior, has been my
friend throughout my service, and is my friend to this day.
He told me that he was the District Magistrate of Jubbul-
pore, and had just been appointed to take up the newly-
created Excise Commissioncrship. He said that he was going
to stay with Mr. J. W. Neill, the Chief Secretary, that he
would probably be at the station to meet him, and that
he was sure that I should not be allowed to go to the
d)ak Bungalow. So it turned out, for Mr. Neill took me into
his house, offered me the choice of my first District, and,
finding that I kncw nothing nhout the Central Provinces,
advised me to ask for the District of Jubbulpore. The officiating
Chicl Commissioner, Col. Keatinge, posted me to Jubbulpore
accordingly ; and, after a fow pleasant days spent with Mr.
Neill, 1 had another journcy of twenty-four hours back to that
station,

It was in the beautiful station of Jubbulpore that I began my
long Indian career. It has had much varicty of experience and
of interest, and has afforded me unique opportunities of be-
coming acquainted with India and its peoples. I served the
Crown for thirty-seven years, of which over a quarter of a
century was spent in the Central Provinces, of which I have
(perhaps on that account only) the most pleasant memories.
I spent a whole year in visiting every province in India and
almost every important Native State, as a member of the
Commission appointed to inquire into the use and abuse of
intoxicating drugs, of which my friend, Sir Mackworth Young,
was the President. After that I served with the Government
of India as Secretary in the Home Department. Then after
s few years as Chief Commissioner of my old Provinos, I was
appointed by Lord Curson’s Government to be President of
the Police Commission, which again took me to every Provinte
in India. Ontheomchdonottbehbouno!twm
I was appointed Licutenant-Governor of Bengsl, snd gave
the last five yoars of my service to that province.
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To return to the old days, the somewhat lofty idens that
I held regarding the Serviee which I had joined were dissipates
to a certain extent when I found mysclf gazetted as a magis-
trate of the third class, the greater part of my work bring to
try cases of assault and petty theft. I was also informed that
I had still examinations to pass in languages, in eriminal,
civil, and revenue law and procedure, and in the practiee of the
treasury and accounts. I was fortunately placed undir o
District Magistrale or Deputy Commissioner, who tonh con-
siderable interest in his subordinates,  Mr. Girdleston, of thie
Political Department, had been appointed tof e Depany
Commissioner of Jubbulpore ; and when he was transferred
to be resident at the Court of Nepal he was snececded by
Col. Saurin Brooke ; and these two were wy superiors during
my first year of service.  Mr. Girdleston was animated by e
highest traditions of the Civil Serviee, and wis enpreinlly
anxious to train me in frank and friendly relations with the
people, and to impress on me the neeessity for passing my
examinations in the higher standard with the Jeast perssihle
delay, so that I might soon be qualificd for full work s a
member of the Service,

Col. Saurin Brooke was devoted to municipal and loeal work ;
and it was a pleasure to him to take me ronnd and show e
the working of the Jubbulpore Municipality, and of the Dis-
tsict Councils in the interior. Nothing could have been better
for me than the training which these officers gave me. § had
“also among my fellow-nssistunts two men who were very
anxious to do all they could to help me to nequire n knowledge
of my profession. The one was an Englishman, Mr. W, A.
Nedham, a man of considerable Indian experience and of the
kindliest disposition and manners. He ndvised and aasinted
me in many ways, both in the preparation for my examination
and also in the work that was given me to do, The other was
Aulad Hussain, a Mohammedayg officer, who was afterwards
made & Khan Bahadur and a C.LE. for his excellent Berviees,
He was senior to me in the Commission, and took great delight



'K I3 H Tmr »n 4 =
A Hovnsy SiMra

\\)R Hasar
]



EARLY DAYS 5
in helping me in my work, and in endeavouring to show me
how best to understand the people, and to find my way to
their hearts, To all these men, and to many such as they among
the officers of the Central Provinees, I owe a great debt of
gratitude.  Throughout my serviee, I believe, it was the re-
membrance of what T owe to them that made me anxious to
attend to the training of young civilians on their first arrival
in Incia,

I very soon began to have friends among the people. 1 re-
member wrll. the dignificd and courteons old Rajah of Sagar,
who was then living as a pensioner in Jubbulpore, and
beeame a constant visitor al my house, from whom 1 learnetl
a great deal about the people. I remember Baijanath Pande,
an influential Brabman madguzar (or land-holder) in Bijera-
ghogarh, a Parganah of the Murwara Tahsil (subdivision), wiﬁth
whom I was brought into contact in conneetion with inguiries
imto » loeal searcity i that part of the Jubbulpure Distriet,
My mtimaney with these and many others gave me opportunities
of talking in the vernacular to men of good position, and of
nequiring those niceties of courlesy in speech which charne-
terise the communications between natives of India of high
elusy, and the ignorance of which on the part of some Furo-
pean oflicers tends to uneomfortable relutions with some of the
best disposed Indians,

One thing was above all others impressed on my mind by
my kindly advisers, snd my own experience proved it, namely,
that almost the worst thing that a Furopean oflicer can do
in his intereourse with Indians with whom he is brought inte
contnet is to lose his temper. They are extremely sensitive in
regard to their dignity and in regard to the manner in which
they are treated ; nnd an officer who loses his temper and
acquires the reputation of being sometimes violent in his
language ereates a complete mnd practieally impassable barrier
between himsell and the people of the country,  They do not
know at what time an irascible oflicer mny use language to
them which may expose them to the ridicule of their fellow-
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countrymen, whether they be their equals or their inferiors.
An important lesson for a young officer in India to learn is,
that courtesy, always desirable in the commumeations of hfe,
15 much more than desirable—it is absolutely cssential—in
communications with Indians.

In my early days the cases which I had to try—the small
assault and petty theft cases—were generally conducted by
police prosecutors and junior members of the Bar, who in those
days, in the Central Provinces at least, did not profess a hnow-
ledge of English. Some of them, indeed, knew JFnghsh well®
enough to understand ordinary remarks made to them in that
tongue ; but they did not know English well enough to speak
the language in court ; and they were certainly not encournged
by the Central Provinces officers of those days to do so. The
English officers were determined, in accordance with the fine
traditions of the Service, and especially on account of their
constant association with the people in Revenue, Settiement,
and other departments of executive work, to conduct thewr
court work in the vernacular. It is now far too common to see
work in court conducted entirely in the English language ; but
there is practically still no part of Indin where ths can be done
without grave disadvantage, except perhaps in the Provincial
High Courts. The great mass of thc people do not know
English ; and it is not fair to the parties or to the witnesses
that their cases should be conducted in s langusge which they
do not understand. The judge should himself be able to
understand what any ordinary witness brought before him is
saying, and to ask such s witnes in his own vernacular ques-
tions which will elonidate his statement. '

The great mdjority of the cases which I had to try when I
first joined the Service in Jubbulpore had to be tried in & small
room, where I sat st s table, without even the dignity of a dals,
and had in front of me the parties, the witnesses, and the
counsel, all talking in the vernsbular. ¥ admit that I have a
painful recollection of the length of time that it took me in the
mﬁeroftheuumtonndmundnﬂthatmuidwm
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ad too make eounsel and wilnesses understand all that was in
myv i, But the training was invaluable 5 and the patience
ol the preaple and courtesy of the Bar made a deep impression
oy mind, I is really mneh to be regretted that the progress
of the knowledge of English among the learned professions,
and their desire to conduet their eases in that language, have
released the young civilinn of the present day from the necessity
of submitting to these somewhat irying, but exceedingly
valuable, experienees,
® The prevalenee of Faglish in our eonrts is undoubtedly due
in part to th pressure of work, and to the not unnntural desire
of ollicers, not well acquainted with the vernaeular, to gel
through their eases nore casly and more quickly 3 bat it s
abio nndoubtedly due to the reluctimee of members of the Bar
to address the eonrt in the vernaculur,  There arve, indeed,
many practitioners al the Bar now, who frankly deelare their
imcapacity to deliver an address in the vernaenlar, This s
preatly to be regretted, Tt is not just to the people to have
eourl businiss condueted inoa foreign language 1 and it s
deplorable inits effect on the members of the Serviev s for
there s no gualification in an oficer which will wholly com-
peiiate for want. of knowledge of the vernacular,

In my very ecarly days T broke down utterly, and had to
tuke leave within eighteen months of my arrival in Indin,
Thiv was entirely due to want ol knowledge, and want of
mldvice, reparding the dangers to which the European is exposed
i India from elimnte and from dnsanitary conditions, It has
often secmed to me most deplorable that youny men should be
allowed to start life in that eountry withont the necessary
adviee and warning,  Lady Wilson, the wife of Sir James
Wilson, of the Punjsb Service, has published an exeellent
litte poaphilet of advice Lo the youny men setling out on an
Indian carcers and Surgeon-Qeneral Lukis, the present Director-
General of the Indian Medjeal Department, when he was
Principal of the Medienl College in CUaleuttn, wrote at my
request nnother most weful pamphlet, containing practieal
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hints for the preservation of health in India. These two little
works should, I think, be placed by the India Office in the
hands of young men joining the Indian Services. They might
save many a breakdown, and so obviate much trouble and
anxiety to officers and much expense to Government.

In my early London days the probationers for the Indian
Civil Service were grossly neglected. We had, indeed, very
clear instructions given to us as to the lines of study which we
should follow ; and in that respeet our training was exeellent.
I think that, in one or two respects, it was better than the
training now given to probationers. TIn the first"place, it was
2 two years’ course of probation instead of only one, as at
present. This was of great advantage to us in two respeets,
It gave us a better opportunity of grounding ourselves in the
language and literature of the East than probationers now have ;
and, as it is very difficult in Indin to scceure good seientific
tuition in the vernaculars, it was a great benefit to have
secured this at home. There is no doubt that, when we
reached India, we had a great deal to learn of the colloguinl
use of the vernaculars, of correet pronunciation, amd of
adaptation of our speech to the varying cirenmstances nnd
dialects of the people among whom we had to work ; but
we had a far better basis than the present system gives, on
which to build up a useful knowledge of the Kastern lnngunges
current among the people of the Provinee to which each of us
was sent,

In the second place, there is no doubt that our twe yeurs'
training was far more useful to us in respect of the history of
India, the principles of political economy, and our knowledge
of law. As regards the last, we had not only to study law books,
and to pass examinations on them; but we were compelied,
also, to attend police courts for criminal law, county courts
for civil law, and the higher cougts for both; to report cases
to the Commissioners; and to rite intelligent notes on the
practice of the courts, and the principles of the law of evidence
a8 illustrated in these cases. That practical work in the English
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courts gave us a eonception of the methods used in our courts,
and arespeet for the administration of justice there, which it is
ditlicult to believe the young civilians of the present day can
acquire without such training. This portion of our work was
of speeial interest to us, and was, I think, also of much value.
It is greatly to be regretted that this part of the training of
civilinns should have been abandoned.

There is no doubt a difficulty, now that the age for entranee
into the service has been raised, in piving a two years’ course
of probation ; but 1am very far from thinking that the raising
of the age for The Competitive Fxamination, and the reduction
of the period of probation, have secured a better elass of men,
from the point of view of the interests of India, than the system
under which 1 entered the Service,  In my time the moaximum
age was twenty-one.  Every eandidate was bound to be over
nincteen nnd under twenty-one when he appenred for the
Competitive Examination.  That left it possible for men to
complete n university  edueation and tuke a degree before
appearing for examination, though it must be admitted that
# large number of those who did appenr had sacrificed their
University training for special preparation for the Competitive
Examination. At the same time, the men who eame up for the
Competitive Examination then differed from those who appenr
for it now in that, being somewhat younger, their ideas were not
so completely set, and they were more eapable of ndapting
themselves to the cireumstances and  requirements of the
career which they hnd selected,

They entered on that career without having nequired
certmin tastes nnd habits of life which, while thoroughly suitable
to u scholarly carecr at home, and even to the general life of
this country, are not such us make a mnn very ready to adapt
himself to the circumstances of u new country, and to enter
ensily and without effort intg co-operntion with his fellow-
subjects of different ruce, nndein many respects of different
character. I am sure that there nre muny ndvantuges in having
men thoroughly well educated, and possessed of high University

0
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+ qualifications before they enter on any carcer of life; ban |

am not sure that the training and life of an English University
are casily exchanged by the man who has setled dosen 1o Them
for the peculiar life which the civilinn has to lead in India,
In any case, to sceure the advantages which the present syslem
is believed to bestow, the Oﬂi(‘fi{‘nt’ and adequate training of the
probationers is to a great extent sacrifieed.

The great defect of the old system was undonbtedly this,
that the probationers for the Serviee were practically vonipeiled
to come and live in London, without ROY SUpervision or cond mm)
over their lives. It is true that men were permilted 1o condiet
their studies where they liked s some net ually did pass ther
probationary period in Edinburgh or Dublin, or some other
centre of British University lile; and they were allowed to
report Scottish or Irish s well ay English cases, At the same
time, the facilitics for tuition in the subjects preseribod for e
study of the probationcrs, and for the further examinations,
were much greater in London than elewhere, Study in London
was undoubtedly the hest training then available ; and, had
there been any attempl to guide the young wen, sod 1o save
them from the temptations and dangers of ife iy the gient
capital, the system would not practieally have bheen fen
to criticism. But that s many of the probationers passcd
without stain thrmégh the period of probation, was duc far
more to their own good fortune or good sense than 1o uny
influence exercised guer them by the authorities, Oge or Lwi
cases there were of young men who threw away their oppor.
tunities, and sacrificed all the expense and trouble involved
in their education, by the follies of their life in London ; and
one can only say in their defence that the fault Iy ax much
with those who ought to have nmude better provision  for
the supervision and regulation of their life i, town, an with
the young men themselves, .

In my time there was & gogd number of men whe tevoted
themsclves to the study of Inw at one or other of the lyns of
Court ; and there were certain barristers who ave themselves
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to teaching young civilians with special reference to Indian
Law, and the circumstanees of Indian practice and serviee.
This was an cnormous advantage. The personal aequaintance
with nn honourable, upright, and able member of the Bar, the
private intercourse with him, the acquisition of his ways of
looking at questions involving the principles of law and justice,
and the rommuniceation by him of the high traditions of the
snglish Bar, were of very preat advantage,

Dircetly and pecuniarily, the legal training which I reeeived
in Tondon may not manifestly have been of much use to me in
my Indinn eareer. It is true that I was posted to a Non-
reenlation Provinee, in which the distinetion between Exeeutive
and LJudicin] funetions had not then been made, and that 1
therelore had Judicial work not only as i magistrate in the
varlier part of my eareer, when Assistant Commissioner and
Deputy Commiissioner, but also later on as a Sessions Judge,
when Commisaoner; but T did not belong al any part of my
varcer Lo the Judicial Department as a separate department,
Al the smne, iy legal training was of great advantage to e,
Some sueh training i pecessary for all civilians, for in every
branch of the Sepviee they have to apply the principles of
law, and to be animated by the impartial spirit of the Faoglish
Judges,

Bt it is, of conrse, partieularly for the Judicial Department
that special legal training is now clearly and undoubtedly
easentind 1 where that is not given fully in the probationary
period of serviee, it ought to be supplemented by earciul and
expert tuition ot Iater periods ; and for this the Government
of Indin ought to make, and are now beginning to make, some
provision,  Even in my own ease, the legal training that 1 had,
and the position which T held in Indin, asn member of the English
Bar, was of no little advantage.  Legal practitioners in India
sometimes showed more considemation in their treatment of me,
and were more willing to pay respect to my views, and to my
decisions, when they knew that [ was n member of what is in
Lindin the highest branch of the hegal‘pmfrwimt. In one
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particular case, where I was Conunissioner and Sessions Jurbyee,
the local Bar appointed me to be the Honorary President of th
Bar Association, and aceepted my assistanee and co-nperation
in helping them to get vid of certain abuses. T have therelors
had no reason whatever to regret the fime that T apent st the
Middle Temple, and my eall to the Bar.



CHAPTER 11

EUROPEAN OFFICERS OF MY PROVINCE

HEN 1 joined the Central Provinees, that part of India
W was offftered Lurgely by men belonging to what was

then known as the Stall Corps, consisting of oflicers of
the Indian Army who had elected for Stafl employment,
The greater mumber of the Districts were in the hands of these
officers, along with a sprinkling of members of the Indian
Civil Service; but the Commissionerships and Seerctariate
appointments were practieally in the hands of the Civil Serviee,
The men who held these high appointments were men from
other Provinees, whose serviees had been specinlly asked for by
Sir Richard Temple, who was the real founder of the Provinee,
antd Sir John Morris, who was the first Chiel Commissioner
after Sir Richard to hold the Provinee for any length of time.
Both these officers were well known to be unusually fortunate
in the selection of their subordinates 3 and some of the Come-
missioners and heads of departments serving in the Provinee
when 1 joined were men of great distinetion, such as Sir Alfred
Lyall, Sir Charles Bernard, and Sir Charles Elliott,

Amonyg the military ofticers employed in Districts, and ocen-
sionally in Commissionerships, there were a few men of really
exceptional ability, who commanded the respeet of all who
came into contact with them, and especinlly of those who served
under them ; but there were others—and they were, I think,
the majority—who never could have claimed to be men of any
special ability, or to be well miged in lnw and the principles
of administration, Yet they were thoroughly sensible men, and

well suited for the work of a new snd backward Province,
13
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They would have found themselves very much out of their
clement, and probably not infrequently in hot water, had they
served in a Provinee such as Bengal, with its tecming Rar,
and the crowd of critics rather inclined to a hostile attitnde s
but in the Central Provinces they ruled happily over a happy
people. The distinguishing characteristic of these men was thad
they knew the Provinee. They had learned it in the work they
had done in the different grades of the Settlement Department,
and in the constant camp life which was the tradition of the
Province in those carly days ; and they were for the most part,
not only sensible men, but men animated by justice and by
kindliness.

Some of these men displayed their good sense by a elear
understanding of their own Hmitations, T remember serving
under one as his assistant when I joined the Distriet as a
somewhat junior officer.  He asked me to come and see him
and talk over the division of the work,  He told we thet he
felt that he knew a great deal about forest work, about loeal
works, which were ordinarily in the charge of the Municipal
Committees and Distriet Couneil, and also nhonl polier work,
He said that he would retain these mntters in his own charge,
in addition to the court work, which, ns Distriet Mugisteate, he
was bound to do; but he would he very glad, with a view to
my own training, to let me see as much of the work in con-
nection with them as 1 found time to examine,

He added that he nnderstood that T was a University man
and also a barrister-at-law, and that he would therefore hke
me to take full charge of edueation and Kindred matters, snd
also to prepare for him the records in the revision and appellate
work of his court. I found my time with him most valuable ns
a training. I devoted myself with diligence to the departments
which he had allotted to me ; and, as I was able to assist hin
considerably in his appellate apd revision ense work, T found him
very willing to assist me and instruct me in regard to the de-
partments which he had retained in his own econtrol and in the
miscellancous work of the District; und he discussed frecly
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all questions of any interest connected with the administration
of the District.

I think that this was a very typical case. The * Military
Deputy Commissioner,” as we used to call him, knew very well
what he himself was fit for, and be recognised the qualifications
of the specially trained civilian for certain work which he did
not think he was altogether as well qualified to perform. The
result was that, though the more highly trained civilians
sometimes thought a little lightly of some of these men, the
administration of the Province was on the whole well conducted
by them. °

I remember an officer whom I had not had the pleasure of
meeting before I entered the Secretariate. He was a District
Magistrate in another part of the Province from that in which
I had been serving. e was in charge of an important District,
and had an excellent reputation as a sensible and efficient officer.
In the Secretariate I found that his reports were clear and
interesting ; that his answers to matters referred to him as
well as to other looal officers were often especially useful ; and
that he was able, apparently, to get through a surprising
amount of work. I thought of him asan able and, perhaps, even
brilliant man.

I acoompenied the Chief Commissioner on tour, the Secretary
in the Public Works being also with us. We came to the District
of which this Magistrate was in charge. After a day or two
with him, I found that he was distinctly not brilliant, and
that he could hardly be called able. In the course of con-
versation I mentioned to the Secretary in the Public Works
what my impression had been, and that I was somewhat
disappointed, on personal scquaintance, with the offioer of
whom I had formed so high an opinion. My ocolleague, who
knew him well, replied : * There are two classes of men who deal
with business in two different ways. A man of the one cleas;
witen he has o difionlt piece of work to do, scratches his it
thoughtiully, and says to himeelf, ‘ How on earth am. Lo
dothis 1% A man of the otherclass, mmm



16 EUROPEAN OFFICERS

also scratches his head thoughtfully, but says, * Who on carth
am I to get to do this 2 Our friend is of the second class, He
is not a very able man; but he has a qualification which
compensates fully for the lack of personal ability, namely,
a capacity for choosing the subordinate best fitted to do any
particular work for him.”

There is no doubt that one of the most valuable character-
istics of an officer in a responsible position is the gond sense
which enables him to know whom to trust, and whom {0 select
for any particular piece of work. After all, what we want i«
to have the work well done, and it is less impfortant who it
that does it. It is as useless as it is unwise for any man who has
a heavy charge, and who is supplied with a good staff, to try to
do everything for himself. It is decidedly of advantage that
he should be able to do things well for himsclf, when it is
desirable that he should do them at all; and it is THCERSRTY
that he should be able to know whether the wark of his sub-
ordinates is good or not 3 but it is also essentinl to e ficient
work that he should he ready to give a reasonably full shane
of the work to his subordinates, so as to leave himsell fime
for initintion and general supervision, without an nndue burden
of details.

I have often found a thoroughly able mun nidministering o
charge with less suceess than many oflicers inferior in enpaeit v
to himself, because of the want of the power Lo exll npoy his
colleagues and his subordinates for loyal and henrty co-operation.
This is sometimes due merely to s blundering desire to push
forward, no matter how high the pressure, with any picee of
work that happens to come into onc's hand. 1t is somnetimes,
however, due to a churacteristic which is, I think, in Indwm
regarded with very special dislike and contempl -1 mean the
suspicion of subordinates, An officer undoubtedly ought 1o
exercise close and keen supervision to prevent mistukes und
carelessness, and to obviate the possibility of dishonesty ; but
he ought quickly to know whom he can trust, and he onght
never to show suspicion of an officcr who has won his Wiy

-
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into a position of trust unless such suspicion has very serious
justification, It is wonderful how general throughout the
Services is the honourable feeling of confidence on the part
of superiors, and loyalty on the part of subordinates ; but there
are some men whose characters are so framed that they are full
of suspicion on every side. I do not think that there is any
class of officers more unfit for the delieate and responsible
positions into which men are ealled in the Exceutive Service
in India.

On one oceasion I was walking round Pachmarhi with my old
chiel, Sir John Morris, and there was with us another officer of
the Provinee, a civilian of great ability, who afterwards rose
to very high distinetion.  This officer was pressing on Sir
John Morris the desirability of gelting rid, gradually no doubt,
but as speedily as possible, of the military clement in the
Commission.  He was urging that the time had come when they
should be relegated to the military serviee for general duty or
placed on pension, so as to make way for more fully trained
men belonging to the Civil Serviee.  He was insisting on the
view that these men were not really fit for their appointments ;
that many of them might commit serious mistakes unless they
were earefully watehed ; and that they should therefore be
removed,

Sir John Morris took up two positions in regard to these men.,
The one was that they were of more value than their previous
training might have led one to expeet, owing to their real know-
ledge of the country, and the kindly and sympathetic relations
which had grown up between them and the people; the other,
that it was essentinl to maintain good faith with any elass of
officers, if the Government was to continue to reeeive the con-
fidence of its subordinates und to seeure loyal and eflicient serviee.
He was therefore opposed to any drastic measure of change,
At the close of the argument he made use of un expression
which was entirely typieal of thg churncter of his administration.
He said : * It would no doubt be easy to administer a Provinee,
it every officer were thoroughly well qualified for the post

C
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which he holds; but it is a better test of admivistrative eapacity
to be able to secure really good all-round service from a some-
what inferior staff.”

This was a principle which lay at the very root of Sir Joh's
administration. IIe kept his eyes aud cars open wherever by
went ; he discussed matters in the fullest and franlest way
with all officers whom he met, and especially with thouw who
were nearcst to himself in position 3 and he strongly awdvined
the Commissioners of Division and the heads of depariments
to travel about throughout their charges and disenss all ques-
tions frecly and frankly with their subordinates. *The reanlt of
this was twofold. In the first plaee, it seenred an administra-
tion throughout the Province that was reslly memsured in
efficieney by the possibilities of the best men and not of the
worst ; and in the second place, it seenred these Kindly snd
confidential relations between officers which led officers fronn
other Provinees to deseribe the Central Proviness Adiing
tration as ““a happy family.” [ have often heard men from
other parts of Indin spesk in the strongest teris of this
charncteristie, which remains an effective tradition in the
Province to this day.

It is wonderful how little eapacity some thoroughly proactical
men have of conveying to others the information of which they
are full. I remember the Provineind head of one of our imporisnt.
departments, who knew more shout the details of his depurt-
ment than almost any officer T ever met,  He was devoted o
his work, full of knowledge and full of energy 3 but it wns very
difficult to get him to reply to official references or Lo submit i
writing a report at all worthy of himsell,

On one ocension when I was Sceretary there were some
dozen or score of important references from the Seerelariate
pending in his office. The Government was at its hill station,
This officer, in the course of a tgur, visited the pluce,  He wos
at once told that he must not legye until all these cnses had been
disposed of.  He telegraphed for the necessary papers ol
sat down with me and went into all the questions one by e,
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I never saw a man so full of valuable information, when one
set to work to pump him systematically.  And in a few days
we had entirely disposed of the whole budget of arrcars and
tuken the orders of the Head of the Government on every ease.
This ofticer afterwards served under a less sensible and con-
siderate Chicf than we then had, and his heart was nearly broken
by the harshness of the communieations which he received,

On one oceasion 1 was taking up to another of the Chiefs
under whom I served a draft in which I had clearly stated
the facts of a case in which one of the officers of the
Provinee ha® seriously blundered, My draft was full and
clear, and, on the whole, just, except that it took no ecogniz-
anee of the fact that the oflicer in question was a cone
scientions, hard-working officer, who was highly esteemed by
the people of his District.  The tone of the letter was there-
fore too severe, My Chiel was Mr, W. B, Jones, C.5.1., a
Central Provinees oflicer who had, some time before, gone for
a time into the Politienl Department as Resident at Hyderabnd
{Decean), and had just returned to his old Provinee as its Chief.

He talked the draflt over with me, and, while neknowledging
the completeness and accuracy of the stalement of the case,
pointed out the undue severity of tone.  With great courtesy
he made it elear to me that a censure couched in considerate
language was, in the ease at least of a loyal and conseientious
oflicer, nt least ns effective as one that was harsh in tone,
It was n good lesson to learn, and well worth being earefully
taught. I never forgot it, though I daresay I did not always
net fully in nceordnnee with it

Another incident lives in my memory, I was o very young
officer, and Under (then ealled ** Assistant ') Sceretary to the
Chief Commissioner.  The roof of my room required repairs,
and I had to sit for a few days at another table in the same
room with the Chief Swmtm}, Mr. Lindsay Neill, This was
one of the hardest working (Ahwm I ever met, He could work
all day long without rest or recrention for weeks on end ; and
he loved his work, - His principal defeet secined o me to be that
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he did far too nuch with his own hand. I have often known
him to refuse help in the mere clerieal drudgery of o ease he
was dealing with : he liked to deal wholly with a ease ™ from
start to finish.”

One day an officer of a somewhal nervouns character, but
very capable, came driving up to the door,  Mr. Neill eould see
from where he sat. who it was that was driving up. Tmmediately
a drawer was pulled open and a yellow-backed novel taken out,
and up went Mr. Neill’s legs on a corner of the open drawer,
as he lay back in his chair.  The officer was announced, and
came forward, saying, * Are you busy ¢ Mr? Neill rephed,
“ No,” laid the yellow-back face downwards on the table,
and placed his feet below his chair. The oflicer sabed all he had
to say, got all the adviee he wanted, and wenl away.

I ventured to ask Mr. Neill the menning of the production
of the yellow-back, which 1 was confident he never read,
He replied, “ There are one or two good men who are hornbly
nervous if they think they are interrupting » busy man. They
never can state their ense in a hurey. The statement of such a
man is less effeetive, and takes ever so much more time, unless
you put him at his ease and make hin believe that he has
caught you at a slack hour,”  This was quite like Mr. Noill,
who was an observer of men and very econsiderate. 1 have
never slavishly imitated his plan of baving an unreadable
novel at hand for the purpose, but I have often adopted his
wise habit of letting men state their ease in their own way, and,
as far as possible, letting them take their own time in the
statement.

I recall another incident of a somewhat touching chameter
in connection with Mr, Neill, which wns to some extent
indicative not only of the kindliness of his own disposition,
but also of the simple and kindly relations that existed
in those days between the people and even very senior
officers. After some time gpent in district and depart-
mental work away from the Secretarinte, I was called on to
take over charge of the office of Chiel Sceretury from My,
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Neill.  In giving over charge he told me that there were two
helpless old men, to each of whom he made a regular allowance
of one rupee n week.  They received their allowanees on two
different days near the Sceretariate.  They were both men who
had lost their reason through civil litigation. They did not
nnderstand our system 3 each believed that the Civil Courts
had done him grievous wrong, and had too much of the old
Oriental notions to understand that the highest authoity in
the T conld not interfere on his behalf, So he had petitioned
the Chiel Commissioner.  Mr. Neill had scen them both, had
ascertained that not hing could be done, gauged the gentle and
inoffensive mental weakness, and made up his mind not to
pass orders which might extinguish hope.

So each week each of these two old men was told that no
order had yet been passed, and that he must come up again
next week, but that one rupee had been allowed as ** khurak,” *
They lived quictly in Nagpur eity, and their neighbours have
told me how they would talk about the justice of the Chief
Commissionee,  These neighbours guessed what the old men
did not know, that the kindly Chief Scerctary was making
their sad Jives a little brighter by an ingenious method of
extending help which would otherwise have been refused.  This
deviee, ot smnll cost to the thoughtful and sympathetic officer,
enabled these two old men to live, peacefully, and without much
sense of bitterness, until their sad lives ended at God’s behest,
I do not belittle the netion of my friend when I add that it
was not wholly exeeptional in those days, but rather char-
acterivtic of the relations between many of the officers of my
old Provinee and the people among whom they lived.

¥ onee heard an Indian friend of my own spesk with intense
enthusiasm of the netion of nn oflicer, then a young man though
now holding a position of some importance.  There was cholera
prevalent in the District whereMr, Napier was serving, and he
wans vut in camp with his tentss  News renched bim that Mr,
Chatterjee, the District Forest Officer, who was in eamp some

* Hubisistenve allowance or diol money,
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miles off, was down with cholera.  Mr. (hatlerjee wits 0 fine
man, straight, upright, and capable. M. Napicr knew him 2
little then, and they bhecame great [riends afterwards,  On
receipt of this news, Mr. Napier galloped off at onee to Mr.
Chatterjee’s camp, found him desperately ill, far from help
and with no one near him who had any idea of whal to do
in such an emergency. Ile settled down determinediy. as he
would have done for his own brother or old friend, and
nursed him over the erisis and back to health, Tt was well 1o
have been ready to seize such an opportunity 2 such an act
of recognition of our common humanity and its abligntions i
" of immense value.

Mr. Chatterjee, like many Indinns, was libernl in the use of
his means : he delighted in founding seholarships and giving
gifts to dispensaries, schools, and libraries : 8 good number of
these benefactions were afterwards made by him in the nae
of his devoted brother oflicer of another raee,  Mr. Chatterjee
was one of my [friends in the Central Provinees, pnd many an
opportunity he gave me of knowing his inmost thought-.
1t was with great regret that | heard of his death nfter years of
excellent serviee for which the prompl action of Mr, Napier
was the means of sparing him.

This incident reminds me of an oceasion when, at the very
beginning of my service, I was sent out to deal with the muost
appalling outbreak of that tereible epidemie which 1 have
heard of during all my life in Indin. 1 had to take with men
stafl of police and vaccinators who were deputed for sanitary
work in connection with the epidemic. We found that blind
panic had seized the villagers, causing them to desert their
houses and property and take to flight into the jungle with a
ruthless disregard of the sick and the dying. These were often
locked up in their cottages and left, with nothing but s jar of
water, to meet their fate.

As I was starting on this éxpedition I telegraphed to my
friend, Dr. Joseph Barter, who wus then neting ns Sanitary

Conunissioner, to send me s soon as he could any brief directions
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which niight suggest themselves to him as of possible serviee to
me.  He sent me some papers regarding the treatment of
epidemics 3 and with them he sent a sensible letter, containing
a few practieal suggestions.  Some of these were purcly medical
and need not be recorded s for sanitary science has certainly
made great strides of late years in India. Others were the
sage counsels of a kindly Irishiman who had lived much among
the people and understood them well.  Among these was &
recommendation that I should myself smoke, and also permit
my subordinates to smoke il they desired.  As regards myself,
he said that Some thought tobaceo a disinfectant, and that in
any ease smoking was a cheery habit. As regards my sub-
ordinates, to understand the meaning of his instruction it is
necessary 1o remember that although many of the natives of
that part of Indin use tobneeo freely, yel, asa rule, the native
does not consider it correct to smoke in the presenee of his
superior,  But it appeared to my adviser that for me distinetly
to inform my men that they might smoke without regard to
this sentiment, would produce n fecling of camaraderie, and an
atmosphere of geniality and intimacy, in which the sense of
danger would be minimised, and most elfeetive work would he
done.

His second picee of ndviee was equally useful, It was that 1
should never enter on work in an infeeted village while hungry,
nor allow my subordinates to do so. He urged me to carry
with me a good supply of provisions for the whole enmp, and to
select, at some distanee from the village we might be visiting,
a spot where there was least risk of infecetion, and there partake
mysell, and insist on my stafl partaking of a hearty menl,
In this way, he said, the body is fitted to resist infection,
and there is o vigour and cheerfulness about work which is
very important under the circumstances of un epidemice,

His third picce of advice was that of n courngeous Irish
gentleman, It was that T should mysclf work with the men,
and let the men work with me, and that 1 should never send
them to any place where T was unwilling to go myself, nor call
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on them to do any work which I was unwilling to do. I dis-
infecting had to be done, if the sick had to be tended, if bodies
of the dead had to be removed and burned, T was to be with
the men in all such operations. 1 found the adviee valuable at
the time; and it was with intense gratitude to my adviser that
I returned, at the eclose of our work, with a complete staff,
not one of my men having taken the disease during our opera-
tions,

The advice, valuable on thix oceasion, was never forgotlen
under similar circumstances, and my respeet for my adviser,
who still lives in an honourable retirement at h@me, and will
Jong live in the memory of many simple people thronghout the
Districts of the Central Provinees, has cemained nndiminished
through all our years of friendship.



CHAPTER 11

MORE ABOUT CENTRAIL PROVINCES
OFFICERS

feature of official life in the Central Provinees in the old

days was the importance attached to the training of
young officers. 1 have the liveliest recollection of the great
kindness almost invariably shown to me in my carly service
by the officers of all grades under whom I had the privilege
of serving.  This made life more plensant, and was therefore
worthy of commendation from the point of view of our common
humanity. It was also praiseworthy from the oflicial point of
view. It made work not only smoother, but far more efficient.

We were taught from the very first to take an interest in
our work, and were encouraged to do our very best to dis-
charge our duties honestly and efliciently, We talked frankly
about our work to our superiors. When we made mistakes
these were pointed out to us with clearness and precision, but,
ns o rule, with kindness also. It was only the man who de-
liberutely seamped his work, or who showed ** zid " * in his
work, that got into really hot water. When work was good, it
received commendation which was all the more frank that it
was entirely unofficial,

It is impossible to overestimate the effeet of kindly and wise
treatment of young officers by those who have had wmuch
experience, and oceupy comparatively high positions.  The
memory of what I owed to many, of my superiors has, I think,

I HAVE pefhaps sufliciently indicated that one important

*nZid” inon well-known word in Lodin it indicales an implacable perve-

cuting spirit of personal apite,
£
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influenced me in my treatment of young oflicers sinee [ allained
to the higher offices in the Service. My wife and I made it o
practice to reccive newly joined eivilians at Governmeni
House, Nagpur, when I was Chief Commissioner of the Central
Provinces, and at Belvedere, when T was Liculenant-Governor
of Bengal. They spent their first few days with us.

This enabled my wife to talk to them freely about their
life in India, and to give them many hints which not o
few of them have spoken of as of great value. It alan
enabled me to get some knowledge of them, and to give
them hints about their work in a more effective way than
by mere cireular orders. It had another good effect, These
young officers realised that the head of the provinee desired
to be on friendly terms with them, and that they had nol
settled down entircly among strangers who were indifferent 1o
their welfare, and inclined to ignore them and their work,
My wife and I have had many Kindly intimntions, sometiones
after several years, of how much the young men appreciated
this treatmient.,

My chicl officers and Tused to consider with nnxios cure o
what District each of these young oflicers shonkd he sent,
The District was scleeted from varions comiderations, of which
the healthiness of the climate wis one. It is wasteful ns well
as eruel to send an officer to an unhealthy station unless the
interests of the Service demnnd it. These interests varely, if ever,
require that a young man, who is under truining, should he
sent to any particular place: the place for him i the place
where he can best prepare himsell for the work of his life.

Another consideration was the kind of work which was being
carried on in the different Districts. We tried to choose n s
triet the work of which afforded the best chanees of a sound
training. But perhaps the most important consideration of
all was the officers who were ip charge of the most likely D
tricts. We wanted to send fhe young officer to be under n
District officer who was a sound and scnsible worknwn, who
eared for the people, who was likely to take an interest in his



CENTRAL PROVINCES OFFICERS 27
young subordinate, and who would devote himsell to training
him in the manner best fitted to make him a useful officer in
his turn.

When we had selected the Distriet to which a young oflicer
was to be sent, I wrote privately to the oflicer under whom he
was to serve. I happen to have a copy of one of the letters
which I issued. It may be quoted here as indicating both
what my experienee had been as a young officer, and what
[ thought might be done for men in similar cirenmstanees. The
letter is nmrk'(_rd “ Confidentinl 7 : it is dated Calentta, 12th
December, 1907, and runs as follows s

“1 am sending to you A. B. from among the civilians who
have just passed their examinations and come out from home
posted to this provinee, It is beeause T think that your in-
fluence over him will be good, that you will be kind to him, and
that you will assist him in preparing for his Tuture enrcer that
I send him to you.

“ 1 should like you very earefully nnd earnestly to advive
him to give his best efforts to passing his examinations.  You
know how important it is for men to become qualified nt onee
to tuke their place in district administration.  Until he passes,
he is very much less useful to Government ; and his position
is not a plensant one for himsell. The sooner he gets rid of
the burden of examinations, and acquires the knowledge which
examinations are intended to test, the better for him and for
the service,

“ A. B. should be employed in assisting you in any way that
you think right, subject to this limitation, that he should not
ordinarily be ealled upon to do more work than is required to
give him some experimental knowledge of work nnd so assist
him in his examinations and in aequiring fitness for the duties
of an Assistant, I shall not reduee your stafl at all in conse-
quence of his heing sent to yan, so that it may be possible
for you to utilise his services only %o far ns will be of advantage
to him in his training. My idea is that he should be regarded
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as an extra man, so that he may have plenty of time for study
for his examinations ; and I look to you not to allow him to
forget the necessity for passing his examinations quickly.

“ A. B. should be stationed at the head-quarters of your
district. If you think fit to take him into camp., you
should be careful that this is not allowed to interfere with
his studics and other work, and that he is not allowed to
fall into the crroncous notion that a tour in the interior of
a district is undertaken merely for sport and recreation. While
he is under training, he should be required to visit the various
institutions which are available for him (schools, ponnds, police
posts, dispensaries, municipalities, roads and buildings, the
various Government offices and the like), so that he may beeomme
acquainted with the general administration ol the distriet
and, of course, he ought to be placed some time during his
training, as the rules require, in joint charge of the Treasury,
so that he may learn Treasury work.

“As soon as you think him fit, he may be nominated a
member of the head-quarters Municipal Committee or of the
District Board, so that he may acquire a knowledge of the
manner in which the members transaet. business and get into
the way of courteous discussion and co-operation with them,
He ought also to look into sanitalion and loeal works and make
special inquiries and reports for you, 1 think it essentind that
in everything that the young civilinu is ealled upon to do,
he should be made to realise that a Government oflicer has
scrious respousibility resting upon him. Il he is the member,
for example, of a local body, he ought to realise that he is not
only nominally a member, that he is bownd to take his share
in the work, and that he is boumd Lo keep the Distriet Ollicer
thoroughly acquainted with all that s going on.  He should
be shown the best means of making himsell useful ; nod the
District Officer ‘ought to be alje to judge, from the reports
which he receives from him, agd from conversution with him,
whether he is making the best usc of his opportunitics.

“1 would ask you from the very first carnestly to impiress

%
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upon A. B. the duty of kindly, sympathetic and courteous
treatment of Indians of all classes and of working cordially with
Indian gentlemen. KEverything depends upon how a young
officer begins in this respect. Let him understand from the
first that firmness commands the true respect of the ordinary
Indian only when accompanied by real kindness, and that the
one thing above all which the ordinary Indian desires is to be
heard. If he is heard and realises that his case has been fully
considered, there is seldom any diseontent with the order finally
passed, no matter what that order may be.

* Impress ofi A, B. also the necessity for treating Indian
gentlemen as gentlemen. There is no one that is more sensi-
tive nor more observant in regard to courtesy and gentlemanly

“treatment than the Indian gentleman. Keep A. B. in mind
that an Indian gentleman ought to be treated as a Kuropean
gentleman should be treated. Courtesy in receiving him and
in intercourse with him is very important. To keep him waiting
without real necessity, or to let him wait in an unsuitable place,
is a galling but unfortunately not an unusual discourtesy ; and
harshness and rudeness of speech are as much to be avoided
with the Indian as with the European., The use of the proper
forms of address to the Indian gentleman is & mark both of
breeding and of sound education in the vernacular.

“In regard to his intercourse with the common people,
let A. B. remember that they are to be treated as s gentleman
treats common people at home. If he is animated towards them
by kindliness and sympathy, returns their salutations, and
shows an interest in their affairs, he will do well. For this pur-
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trained to regard this as one of the very highest traditions
of the service.

«you will also sce that A. B. understands the diseipline
of the service and the usual marks of respect which ought to
be shown to senior officers. The service is stronger and more
efficient if discipline is well maintained. Let him also under-
stand that courtesy and heartiness in co-operation must always
characterise his relations with officers of other departments.
Ill-manners which tend to [riction arc a great defect in a Govern-
ment servant.

« I would also ask you to keep your eye on AA. B. in regard
to his friends, and try to prevent his being on too intimate
terms with undesirable persons.  You know as well av Tdo, that
there are in Bengal special dangers in this respeet, and that it
is very neeessary that a young officer should be kept ont of
familiar intereourse with undesirable socicty and espeeially
out of any undesirable matrimonial entanglement, I have
ventured to speak to A. B. about the dunger thal exists in
club Tife, in taking aleohol when it is by no means reqquiresl,
He is a thoroughly temperate man; and I hope that this will
continue to be his character.

“ One other matter remains, namely, the matter of health,
1 certainly do not wish any of our young civilinns to becoroe
nervous about his health and to be constantly thinking nhout
it. But you know the dungers that arise from ignorance
amongst our young men. I darcsay that, like me, you have
had experience of cases of men who have lost much in having
Lo take carly leave in their serviee, and also one or two eases of
carly death, due only to ignorance of danger and disregnrd of
symptoms which ought to have been inunedintely attended to.
A. B. should be warned to consult the doctor at onee in regarnd
to any dersngement of bis digestive system and in regard to
fever. In this connection I would express the hope that he
will also show himself & good” physical mun, and join in the
athletie recreations of the station.

“ I hope that you will not think that T am unduly inelined
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to lecture ; but I want you to understand my object in specially
seleeting you to start A. B, in his carecr.”

It is curions how little some men who have been long in India
realisc the importanee of courtesy to the common people in
town or country. The Indian has a speeial fuculty of recognis-
ing o gentleman. Some men fail to see this. I remember
about seventeen years ago driving round Lahore with & very
senior officer.  1e was dilating on the change of attitude towards
Kuropeans which was, he said, coming over the prople of the
town, He espeeially complained that, though they knew him,
hardly any saluted him. I told him that if I were an Indian 1
shonld not salute him, because T had observed that he did not
return salutations.  Ie replied that he thought that the people
did not expeet an oftieer to do so ! As o faet, an Indian regards
the failure to return his salute not only as a discourtesy, but also
very often as an il omen. It is both discourteous and unkind,
The Kuropean who treals the Indian of any rank without due
courtesy separates himself from them and tends to prejudice
their relations to all the members of his own race,

I the old daysin the Central Provinees our ofticers hyd a good
habit of doing much of theiy work in friendly consultution, in-
stend of lenving all discussion to be carried on in writing.,  "This
did not ut all interfere with the direet responsibility of the loeal
oficer.  An officer, who had come from another Provinee and
hiud taken over charge of one of our Divisions as a Commissioner,
onee said to e, * The oftice of Commissioner here is altogether
different in ehnracter from that of s Commissioner in my old
Provinee. ‘There the Commissioner merely supervises the work
of his District officer.  Here 1 find mysclf less a Commissioner
and rather the Collector or Deputy Commissioner of five Dis-
tricts,” 1 endenvoured to show him that he had failed to under-
stand the genius snd teaditions of the Provinee, The Com-
missioner was expected fm;nmﬂ& Lo vikit, upd to be constantly
in touch with, his District offieers™; but he ways not to do their
work. e was to know all that they were doing, and to give
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his advice freely : when questions of importanee were under
discussion, the discussion should not be allowed to continue
too long a mere matter of writing, but should at the right point
terminate in a frank and exhaustive consultation, the final
results of which should be reduced to writing cither by the
District oflicer or by the Commissioner, to form part of the
Record.

Sometimes such a discussion might be between the Com-
missioner and one Deputy Commissioner regarding a matler
concerning one District only. The Deputy Commissior er
would state his case in writing. The Commissioner would give
a written statement of his views on it, as then advised, This
sccured at the initial stage that accuracy which careful perusal
of documents and the restraint of writing ordinarily tend to
produce. But it would be absurd to go on for weeks with a
written discussion which was apt to develop into controversy.
So, if the Deputy Commissioner still had difficulties, these
would be diseussed at an carly mecting with the Commissioner.
The whole subject would be tal, ed over in a frank and friendly
spirit.  And then, in the great majority of enses the Deputy
Commissioner would write a letter beginning with a reference
to the last letter on the subjeet, ** and our subsequent consitl-
tation,” and put the whole matter on record with all his
proposals in detail as now agreed on. A brief letter from the
Commissioner expressing his concurrence closed the corre-
spondence. The Deputy Commissioner was responsible through-
out : he had to do the work, and he did it ; but he had in the
doing of it the best advice, the intelligent concurrence and the
support of his Commissioner.

I lcarned that style of work from my old Chicf, Sir John

Morris. When I took up the appointment of Chief Secretary
to his Administration, he had been long enough in the Province
to know every District and almost every question likely to
arise. In certain cases he hg?i to give time and labour of his
own to the papers. But in the great majority of cases, 1 used
to study the files, take notes of points on which I was uncertain
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or thought that his orders were necessary. We would diseuss
these cases from my notes, perhaps, as we took an early walk
fogether in Pachmarhi, or from eamp to camp on tour, or
during the hour appointed for bringing up papers to his office.
After such a discussion I went home and set to work at once
to write out the conclusions we had arrived at in the form of
a note,

In the great majority of cases he merely appended his initials,
with perhaps the words “ 1 concur.,” I any man looking at
old files, and secing the words, * T coneur. J. I M. on many
of them thinks that my old Chief was perfunctory in his
work, he makes a great mistake.  Nothing could be further
from the truth. It was Sir John that rveally made the
Central Provinees what they are, by his Settlement work
and his Jong tenure of the office of Chiel Commissioner ;
he ruled the Provinee elfeetively and wisely ;5 and T doubt
whether his e will ever be forgotten. It is over a quarter
of a century sinee he retived 1 and I do not think there is any
name more widely known and respeeted to this day.

This hahit of feank and friendly consultation was not limited
to questions booveen two oflicers only,  When I was appointed
Commissioner of Chhattisgarh, I at onee saw how important
it would be to have the oflicers of different Distriets meet for
discussion and consultation regarding many questions which
more or less affect the administration of all Distriets.

The last Saturday of the month was an oftice holiday, if the
state of business alfowed. Al the Deputy Commissioners used
to come up, as soon as railway facilities made that possible,
to spend that day and the Sunday following with me, as regu-
Iarly as cireumstances would allow,  These monthly * week-
ends ** have often been spoken of by the Deputy Commissioners
as of great value to them. We sometimes had specinl questions
marked fpr discussion, in regard to which local diffieulties had
been experieneed, or ndvice hagd been asked for by the Chief
Commissioner. To obtain on such questions the light of ex-

perience not only of the Commissioner, but nlso of every other
n
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Deputy Commissioner, was felt to be of great importance. The
relief from the monotony and loneliness of District work and
the sense of the solidarity of the work of the Division were also
much appreciated. Many officers have spoken to me of the
great advantage of such opportunities of conference. To me
they were always deeply interesting, and of inestimable value.

When I became Chief Commissioner, I extended the system
by introducing annual conferences during the hot weather for
two or three weeks at Pachmarhi, the provincial sanitorium.
Men were not at that season of the year too much occupied
locally to be able to come up to Pachmarhi, where, of course,
they could do their routine work ; and they were glad to come.
All the Commissioners of Division were invited; and when
they met in conference, the heads of the departments con-
cerned, and the Secretaries interested, in the questions under
discussion were also present. Many questions regarding which
written opinions had been given during the year were thrashed
out and settled in conference. The saving of time was enor-
mous ; and it was mest surprising to find how often decisions
were arrived at which commended themselves to the unanimous
judgment of all the officers present. The spirit of mutusl under-
standing and confidence which these conferences produced
between the Head of the Province and his colleagues in ol
departments and Divisions, as well as amongst these officers

was universally recognised.

mvi was touring through Bengal, as President of the
‘Polios Commission, one of the Commissionars of thet Provinoe,
wiic has sinoe been promoted to higher offics, asked me about
thess oonfarences, snd expressed & great desire $o ses them
inkroduesd,. At that time there was no thonght of my going
to Bengel a0 Lientenant-Governcr. But whes, o year later,
1 was geut to thit ofion, one of th figsd compsuniostions I got
was @ muamwmwmwm 1 did oo,
and our experigion was that it was a.great stcoess,: T coutss of
ﬁmitmwuwthh&pMol
oartain guesticns, we seoured the pressnce of Huropesn ond
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Indian non-officials whose assistance we found of much value.
These conferences are more valuable to those taking part in
them, and in some respects to the administration generally,
than even the Legislative Councils; beeause they are con-
fidential, and absolutely frank and friendly. But, of course,
they cannot in any way take the place of the Legislative
Councils in respeet of questions, the discussion of which must
he public. The two ought to coexist, each in its own sphere.

It seems to me that the true theory of government in the
East is to be found in a system which combines decentralisation
in work, with thorcugh understanding and confidence between
superior and inferior authorily. The centre of District ad-
ministration is the District Magistrate:  the people should
know him as the man who does the work and is responsible for it,
The Commissioner should know what the Distriet oflicer is
doing : he should give him the best adviee, and help him to
avoid mistakes ; but he should regard it as essentinl to aveid,
as far as possible, pushing himsell to the frout, or weakening the
authority of the Distriel officer in his District.

Precisely in the same way, the responsibility for the work of
a Division or of a department should be recogmised ns resting
on the Commissioner, or head of the department.  The Loeal
sovernment should know clearly what is going on, and be in
constant touch with these high officers, but ought, as fur as
possible, to nvoid weakening their authority or interfering
with their work. A practice of sending me confidential ** derni-
official ** letters twice a month was loyally earried out by all
Commissioners and  heads of departments in Bengal, and
was spoken of as of grent value to them @ it certainly was so to
me. And again, before the people the hend of the Provinee
ought to be always recognised as the responsible authority
in provineial work : undue interference with bim by the
Government of Indin eannot buf be disastrous,

With all respect, and with somg diftidence, as one that judges
the matter not from personal knowledge of the relations in
question, but from the effect produced by cortain impressions



86 CENTRAL PROVINCES OFFICERS

regarding these relations on outsiders and the people generally,
I should say that the same is true of the relations between the
Secretary of State in Council and the Government of India.
Government in India ought to be recognised as vested in
H.E. the Viceroy in Council. The Secretary of State in
Council must supervise, and, when necessary, control the work
of the Government of India. This he does under his re-
sponsibility to Parliament, which, after all, is the supreme
authority in the Empire. And he ought to be in constant
touch with the Government of India, and in‘ a position to
understand, and, when necessary, to explain and justify its
action. But he ought not unduly to interfere with that
Government, or weaken its authority. To transfer the seat
of government in India to London seems to me not only con-
trary to the traditions of our rule, but necessarily unwise
and even disastrous.



CHAPTER TV
INDIAN OFFICERS OF MY PROVINCE

T was in the carly days of the Central Provinees that I
joined the Service; and at that time a good number of
the Indian oflicers employed there, men who were doing
the work of Assistant Magistrates and Deputy Collectors, were
undoubtedly suspeeted ol suseeptibility to indueements to
devinte from upright and righteous action,  In these early days,
when these men were appointed to the Serviee, the Provinee
was young, snd there was n greater demand for officers than the
supply could well meet. A good number of them were, conse-
quently, either ill-trained and sometimes even ill-eonditioned
natives of the Provinee itself, or men who bd been obtained
from other Provinees, and were sometimes far {rom being good
bargnins. We had certainly some excellent loesl men, of gowd
position, and trained in the few local institutions we then had
which were capnble of teaining men well. But these were not the
majority of the loeal men,  The majority were men of inferior
training and social position, often reeruited from the ministerinl
runks.

Similarly there were one or two Provinees that undoubtedly
shot their rubbish into the Central Provinees; bat there
was one Provinee that treated us exeeptionally well, the
Presideney of Bombay. A man happened to be in high position
there, who took n great interest in the future of his deserving
subordinates ; and, as the Central Provinees offered o fine
field for good work, and (‘;uiclz.prtmmlimt to deserving men,
he sent us some of his very best.  The names of men like Bapu
Ruo Patwardhan, Rambbaji Rao, and others, ocour to me as

"y '
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amongst the very best Indian officers that I have ever met
in the whole course of my service. They were men loyal to the
Government, and devoted to their work, and to the interests of
the people, men who talked frecly and frankly to us about
any matter which they thought ought to be brought to our
notice, whether it was immediately within their own department
of work or not, and who were therefore most valuable advisers
in regard to the interests and feelings of the people.

There was a man who served with me, as Assistant Magistrate
and Deputy Collector, in the first District I ever held for
any length of time. Ile was a Brahman from the Konkana,
but had been educated in Poona. T was struck with the fact
that he talked English with a slight Scottish accent, and dis-
covered that he had been educated in a Scottish Missionary
Institution. He took an ecarly opportunity of telling me that
the people of India had a great regard for religion, and did not
understand how religious spirit could exist apart from religious
observance.  So he always regretted to see any professedly
Christian officer living without some publie profession of his
religion,

At the head-quarters of the Distriet in which we were serving
there was no chaplain, though there was a church; and he
urged that some arrangement might be made that the pro-
fessedly Christinn community might meet on their sacred day.
It was interesting to hear this good old Brahman pressing this
out of regard to his old missionary teachers, and for the religion
which they had taught him to respeet, though not to embrace.
He was a very straightforward man, and did not hesitate to
bring abuses to my notice, and to offer me frank advice.

On one oceasion he mentioned to me that unusually excellent
services rendered by e Brahman of Orissa had not been ade-
quately recognised. I asked him what business it was of his,
His reply was, * None whatever. I have never met the man;
and he is, of course, not of my caste. But your Government
is always just when it is fully informed ; and I do not like to
hear men speaking of a cuse that does not scem to'show that
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spirit of justice. Although the matter does not concern you,
you might bring it to the notice of the Chicf Commissioner.”
A solitary incident like that might have heen capable of some
speeial explanation, but it was so characteristic of my friend that
there was no explanation possible exeept that he was loyal and
straightforward.

A comparatively young Indian had been just appointed to the
Judicial Service, and posted to a District where he was for a
time very much overworked. Ile was a Bruhman from Bombay.
A petition was filed against him beforc one of the appellate
courts, stating that he had publicly given a decision orally
for the plaintiff in a case, that he had refused for a long time
to give any copy of his judgment, and that at last, after o
month or 50 had clapsed, he had allowed a copy to be obtained,
when it was found that the judgment was in favour of the
defendant. It was urged that this was undoubtedly duc to the
fact that he had awaited illegal gratifieation, and that when
he had reecived that he had given judgment in favour of the
person who had tendered it.

His defenee was that he had been very much overwhelmed
with work, and had got into arrears; that he kept an office
box in which he put cases for the writing of judgments at home ;
that, unfortunately, he never turned the box upside down,
and had conscquently only reached this case when all his
arrears were worked off, which was not until & month after the
case had been heard. He admitted that inquiry from the
court officinls disclosed the fact that his oral decision hud been
in favour of the plaintiff ; but he denied that there had been
any cause, except forgetlulness, for his giving his final decision
in favour of the defendant, T knew the man, and was sent down
to conduct a final inquiry on behalf of the Chief Commissioner,

 There was no doubt whatever left in my mind as to the
straightforwardness of the dcrence ; and the case in which
the mistake had occurred wn‘s one in which, desling at all
events with the record nlone, without secing the parties and the
‘ ivitw there was every ground for doubt as to which side
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ought to win. My young friend Bhargo Rao, however, fell
more or less under the general suspicion with which Indian
officers of the Provincial Service were then regarded, and it
was therefore less easy to persuade his superiors to take my
view of the case. They did so, however, and his future career
justified their decision. He rose to the very top of the Pro-
vincial Service, was trusted on all hands, received from the
Government the high title of Rao Buahadur, and retired from
the Service full of honour.

On the other hand, there were men about whom there was
always the gravest suspicion, and there was always a desire on
the part of litigants and others to have some other oflicer to
deal with their eases. At a very early stage in my serviee 1
was sent urgently to a somewhat remote distriet to report
myself to the District officer  As soon as I arrived I was ordered
to take charge of all the official papers belonging to an Indian

_ officer of the District staff.  He was suspended and ultimately

punished for corruption. It was an exceedingly trying but
useful experience,

There were certain Distriets where senior oflicers were loss
watehful thun elsewhere, and in some of these corruption was
undoubtedly very common.  Ou one oceasion when, as Under
Sceretary, I was travelling with the Chief Commissioner, o man
of good position and high character as a good lundlord offered
me a very considerable bribe to induce me to place before my
Chief a certain view of a pending ense. It was a view very
much to the benefit of the landlord in question, but not likely
to infliet direct injury of any kind on any one else. It was,
in fact, the view which I had been inclined to take, 1 related
the eircumstances to my Chief, and asked his advice as to how
I should act. He decided not to prosecute the man, who had
borne a good character, but to take other steps to mark our
sense of the gross impropriety of his conduct. 'l‘he ant it
very much the position in wlngﬁ he had placed hims
recognised that he might have been the subject
prosecution. He made no defence, except that
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ignorant rustic.” But an Indian officer of high charaeter, who
knew the District well, said that the man’s action had been
due to the prevalence of corruption among prominent officials
in that District.

It was not only in respect to the bad tradition prevailing in
some quarters about the aceeptance of illegal gratifieations that
some of the Indian oflicers were distrusted in those days,
Some of them also showed themselves prejudiced and unjust
towards members of certain seetions of the community.  There
were men like Khan Bahadur Aulad Husain, Rao Bahadur
Bapu Rao Patwardhan, Rambhaji Rao, and others who were
able to hold the balance fairly between men of different race,
caste or creed, in a way that won the respeel and admiration
alike of Kuropeans and Indians.  Buti there were others who
were well known to be unfair and often hostile to those of
different caste or ereed from themselves,  One of these was
a4 Kayasth, whose hatred of Mubammuadans was well known,
and led in one cuse to one of the saddest incidents that I can
reeall in my service, the assassination of a popular officer
who threw himself too much into the hands of his Assistant,

He was assassinated by a fanatic Muhammadan, whose in-
tention was to take the life of the Kayasth Assistunt, and who
fired on the District Magistrate when the latter stepped for-
ward (o interfere.  The assassin fled, threatening with his re-
volver any who should attempt his arrest,  He was seized by
anative, o brave foreman of railway (coolie) labourers, who held
him until help eame, though he was himsell fatally wounded
and died nlmost immedintely, It is marvellons how, mmong the
natives of India, cournge and devotion are found where one
would hardly think of looking for such qualities,

One more reminiseence concerning the Indian ofticer is worthy
of record.  During my early days in the Provinee there was

one bilttle which we were constantly fighting: that was the
. fight against the tendency of I'qdiams to surround themselves
wir own caste or of their own race. The offices
being packed with men of one cluss. Thus,
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for example, if a Chitpawan Brahman from Bombay became
head of an office as Clerk of Court, his tendency was within a
surprisingly short period to have every post in that office of
any importance filled by people of his own caste. Those of
other castes had gencrally their lives made so uncomfortable
to them that they applied for transfer. Failing to turn out
men in this way, the head of the office would patiently wait
until vacancies occurred and then fill them with men of his
own class. It became absolutely essential to control constantly
and vigorously the appointment of men to office. Perhaps
certain eastes like the Poona Brahmans were more addicted
to this than others; but I am not sure that this can be said.
The tendeney is human and especially Oriental.

This indicates one of the difficulties which arise in adminis-
tralion from the employment of Indians. We have now, in-
deed, many Indians who have by their training acquired a
much more impartial way of doing business ; but the difliculty
has not yet nearly passed away ; and there is no doubt that
the simpler natives of India generally prefer to have in places
of authority men who are free from this tendency, and from
any connection with local castes and races.  Of course, it must
be borne in mind that, in some eases at least, this tendency
on the part of Indian oflicers was due to the fact that they had
more confidence in their own caste-fellows than in other Indians ;
and 1 have known some few Europeans who seem to think that
no one is to be trusted except a European, This is a frame of
mind, in Indian and European alike, which is altogether incon-
sistent with the sound administration of the country.

In the carly days of my service in the Central Provinces
any officer of experience who was asked what was the character
of the Indians in the Service would have probably said : ** Aulad
Husain and Bapu Rao Patwardhan and one or two others may
be trusted in every way ; but the great majority are Sbrrupt
and untrustworthy.” If the game question were asked now,
the answer woulg probably be; “ A and B and one or two more
are certainly o;!n to suspicion; but the vast mejarity may
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be implicitly trusted.” Several causes have undoubtedly con-
tributed to this most remarkable change. Education has
greatly advanced in the Central Provinces; and it has been
possible, much more generally than formerly, to employ loeal
officers. There is no doubt that this is a great advantage. We
have had among our very best officers in the Central Provinces
some men from other Provinces; but this is undoubtedly not
the rule.

Indians do not, as a rule, care to leave the Province to which
they belong and work among strangers; and the voluntary
immigration of men from other Provinees is therefore gencrally
confined to men who have not the capacity to make a good
position for themselves nearer home.  In only a few eases we
have examples of youthful energy and enterprise which have
given us some of our very best men. At the same time it has
been a comparatively rare experience to find another Loeal
Government willing to send to our help any other than its some-
what inferior or, at least, mediocre oflicers.

Another cruse of the change has been that very much greater
care has recently been taken in the seleetion of the Indion
officers for the Judicial and Executive appointments of the
Provincial Service. Such greater care has become possible, as
the diffusion of education has made the ficld of selection wider.
The Service has nlso been made much more attractive. The
officers have begun to realise more that they are the conrades
and coadjutors of the European officers with whom they work ;
and their scnse of the dignity of their position is in some re-
speets inereased.  Their salaries have also been raised ; and
much higher offices are now open to Indians than at the time
when I joined the Service.

I have no doubt whatever that in the Central Provinces
the remarkable change which has tauken place in the character
of out officers is also duc in greut mensure to the excellent
teachers whom we have had in our colleges.  One of the most
influential colleges in the Central Provinces is the Nagpur Hislop
College, manned by Scotch missionaries of high character and of
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sound education. For these men their students have always
had the highest respeet, and many of them, cven while they
do not embrace Christianity, have imbibed the moral principles
of their teachers. I have already referred to the interesting
fact that some of our best officers in the Central Provinees
had something of a Scottish accent. I attribute this to the
fact that some of them eame from Bombay, where they
had been educated (as I ascertained) by Seoteh missionaries
in Bombay and Poona. Others were edueated in the Missionary
College at Nagpur; and a few more had had a consideruble
part of their training from a Scottish teacher, who, for a long
time, was the head of the only other college in the Central
Provinees, that at Jubbulpore ; and my experienee is that these
men who talked with a Scottish accent had received an edu-
cation which included training in high principles,

I remember the Honourable Mr. Justice Asutosh Mukerji,
now Vice-Chancellor of the Caleutta University, speaking in
the Viceroy’s Couneil in the strongest terms of the injury which
education in Bengal had received from the substitution of
cheaper and inferior professors for the fine men who used to
come from our own country ; and un persuaded that University
education might have produced very much higher results in
India if men of sound home training and good commonsense
had been more generally employed in our colleges.  The injury
which has resulted from Inlse cconomy on the one hand, and
carelessuess in the selection of professors on the other, eunnot be
caleulated.

It is not cducation alone, however, that has effected the
change to which I refer. It is the opening out of a more dig-
nified carcer to Indian officers of the Provincial Services. This
has been steadily kept in view. It has been a constant policy
based on the desire to fulfil a noble promise. In his admirable
address on “ The Place of Indinin the Empire,” delivered before
the Edinburgh Philosophiceal Ingututmn in October, 1009, Lord

urzon referred to the scope for participation of Indinns them-
selves in the government of their country. He luid before his
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audicnce certain facts and incidents of a very illuminative
character. e said, for example, “ The Englishinan proceeding
to Indin may expect to see his own countrymen everywhere,
and above all in the offices and buildings of Government, in the
Law Courts, and on the Magisterial Beneh,  As a matter of fact,
except in the great cities, he will rarely come across an English-
man at all. T onee visited a city of eighty thousand people,
in which there were ouly two oflicial Eaglishmen, both of
whom happened to be away.” A faet like this would deeply
impress o man ol keen observation and thoughtful mind.
The influence of England in India is now, one may say, for the
most part exercised loeally through Indian oflicers,

Lord Curzon proceeded to give important figures,  He said,
“When we assumed the Government of India, the Native
Ageney was so injuriously ineflicient and eorrupt that the
British were obliced to take control of all branches of the
administration.  But ever since there has been o progressive
reduction of the Buropean amd inercase of the Native element,
until Indians now fill by far the greater number of the Exceutive,
Magisterial, and Judicial posts, entire elasses of appointments
being reserved for them, cither by definite rule, or by unbroken
practice. Figures were published when 1 was in Indin which
showed thal out of twenty-cight thousand three hundred
Governmenl. servants drawing more than £60 a year--a high
snlary in Indin—twenty-one thousand cight hundred were
Indian or Furasian inhabitants of the country. Below that
figure the Indians practieally sweep the board ; and 1 have
seen the tolal number of Government employees in India
given as one million five hundred thousand Indians to ten
thousand Furopeans.”

These figures are no doubt very noteworthy, but they do not
bring into prominence the real point in the question of the
cmployment of Indians, ay contemplated and discussed by
the educated and ambitious cgussm in Indin., These claswes
aim at the appointment of Indiuns, as largely as possible, to
the higher posts in the Exccutive Service of Government,
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Lord Curzon, indeed, refers to this, and states a principle which
has been, to the honour of our Government in India, recognised
by the Government of India, and by Local Governments ever
since Her Majesty the late Queen Vietoria took over, on behalf
of the British nation, the government of that great dependency
from the old East India Company. Lord Curzon’s words are
these: “No one would impose or defend a merely racial bar,
The question at issue is rather not what is the maximum
number of offices that ean safely be given to Indians, but what
is the minimum number that must of necessity he reserved
for Europeans.” Lord Curzon did not go on to sny how that
principle has been applied in the past; and this is after all
the erucial question in regard to this matter.

Judicial appointments are not mueh prized by the educated
clusses, or, 1 ought to say by the Congress party, or the
Nationalists among these edueated classes. It is in respeet of
the higher Exceutive appointments that there has been the
strongest agitation, It is power that is desired ; and power is in
the Exceative officer.  The record of the Government, policy and
action in regard to this matter is one of which the Government
may well be proud.  That reeord does not. in finy way require
to be kept in the background, but really indicates n high-
principled and determined effort to mect the just claims of the
people of the country. I shall refer to this in fuller detail in
dealing with recent unrest. I mention it here as one of the
causes which have led to the great improvement among our
Indian officers.

Better training has fitted Indians for higher office, and the
throwing open of higher and more responsible offices has made
Indians more proud of their service, and more anxious to dis-
charge their duties in an honourable and worthy way. There
are no finer men now than some of the Indians of old days ;
but the Provincial Service, as_a whole, is immeasurably im-
proved,



CHAPTER V

JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS
OF OUR OFFICERS

Provinee recall to my mind what I saw there of the
introduction of a more claborate system of adminis-
tration. When I joined the Provinee there was no demareation
hetween Exceutive and Judicial Iunetions at all, exeept in
regard to the heads of the two departments.  The Chief Com-
missioner was the head of the Locenl Government generally, und
the head of the Exceutive Serviee in particular.  The Judieial
Commissioner was the head of the Judicisl department.  The
latter was subordinate to the Chief Commissioner in one respect
only, that is, that he had to report on his work and the ad-
ministration of his department to the Chief Commissioner,
nnd that the latter was theoretically, at least, entitled to
express cither satisfuction or dissatisfnetion with the work,
But there was no appeal from the Judicial Commissioner in
any civil or criminal case; nor had the Chief Commissioner
any power of direct interference in the work of the Judicinl
Commissioner except such as may be held to be involved in
the exercise of the royal prerogative of merey. The Judicial
Commissioner sat alone us a High Court, the highest court
in the Province in hoth civil and eriminal cases, cxercising
in both olasses of cases the powers of revision and appeal,
From his decision in any crimmul ense no appeal lay ; but in
civil cases there was, under ocrtam limitations, an appeal to
the Privy Council.
The original civil and criminal work was done by the an
47

TIIESE rethiniseences  of  oflicers  serving  in my  old
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missioners (eaun in charge of a Division), the Deputy Com-
missioners (each in charge of a Distriet), and the Tahsildars
(each in charge of a Subdivision of a District), and by assistants
to some of these officers, and by Honorary Magistrates. The
Commissioners, Deputy Commissionery and Tahsildars were
responsible for Exccutive and Judicial (foth civil and eriminal)
work within their respeetive chargey and with, of course,
powers according to their position.  This was all very well
in the carly days of the Province, when the work was not
heavy, when eases were not intricate, and when the people
found, under the kindly common sense of their new rulers, a
considerable improvement on anything that they had hitherto
experienced ; but such o system could not last. It was manifest
that the work of the Civil Courts could not be done by officers
charged with the Exceutive administration.

There were indeed advantages attached to the trial of civil
eases by Fxecutive oflicers which are of very considerable
importance in India.  The knowledge of the people which the
Exceutive officers possessed, and the custom of fixing civil
cases very often to be tried on the spot, were very considerable
advantages in the old system ; and there are many thoughtful
and sensible Indians who are found to deplore the absence of
these two advantages under the present system. It does not
seem to be a necessary feature of the present system that the
judges should be ignorant of the people, or even that they should
entirely abandon local inquiries, but if not a necessary feature,
it is undoubtedly n very common characteristic of the present
system.

There were undoubtedly, on the other hand, grave dis-
advantages in having civil cases tried by Executive officers.
These have been very much enlarged on by some of the best
Anglo-Indian officers, who struggled for what they then called
the separation of the Judlcml and Executive functions.
Perhaps one of the worst fe&tures of the old system was this,
that Exccutive work, on the efficiency of which depends, in
large measure the happiness of the great mass of the wmmunitw
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was sacrificed to civil Judicial work. This was only natural.
Civil cases very soon began to be more and more a burden on
the officers of the Province. They had to be tried regularly
and punctually. If parties and witnesses were ealled up from
great distances to att¢ 1d the court, it was intolerable that they
should be turned awy and compelled to come back another
day, merely becausc 1e officer presiding in the court had
urgent Executive work to do. A sense of the great incon-
venience involved in making these people take long journeys
in vain led officers to give civil judicial work the first place in
the day’s routine; and this tendency was emphasised by the
fact that the Judicial Corumissioner serutinised most earcfully
the returns of civil judieial work, and was inclined to be some-
what unsparing in his censure when eases were delayed.

The consequence of this was thal when such cases oceupied
a far longer portion of the day than had been anticipated,
other work was pushed aside, and the Exceutive duties of these
officers were often negleeted or perfunctorily performed. The
Executive Government, seeing this, hegan to appoint separate
officers for the trial of civil cases. Naib (assistant) Tuhsildars
were appointed to relieve the Indian Revenue officer in charge
of the Subdivision of his Judicial work, so that he might he
free to travel all round his Tahsil and keep himself in touch with
the people. The same principle had to be extended to the
Distriet officer und to the Commissioner, and T well reeall the
great satisfaction with which, as a Commissioner of Division,
I handed over the trial of civil cases to an officer specially
appointed to this work. These cases had often been very in-
teresting, but the extent to which they interfered with the
efficlent discharge of Exceutive work was altogether inealeulable,

As things developed further in the Provinee, as the Provinee
itself advanced in wealth and in civilisation, the work continued
to increase, and the staff of officers had to be considerably
reinforced. Graduslly it beom;m necessary to give Distriet
Magistrates assistance in the trinl of criminal cases, and a

natural desire for that cfficiency which springs from the division
. _
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of labour led to the appointing of specinl officers to take the
great bulk of the eriminal case work of the Distriets into their
hands. At the same time the Commissioners, whose work had
greatly increased, were relieved of the trial of sessions cascs,
and of the hearing of criminal appeals from Magistrates,
and these cases were given over to men who were known as
“ Additional Commissioners,” and who developed into the
Divisional and Sessions Judges of the present day.  Here, also,
there was undoubtedly a great improvement in administration,
Practice and training produced a more eflicient performance
of court work. *

At the same time the Distriet Magistrate, though relieved of
the drudgery of the trial of cases, many of which oceupied days
together, and prevented him from exereising that constant
supervision over all the interests of the District which is
undoubtedly necessary, was still left responsible for the peace
of his District. To my mind this iy at the present time an
essential feature of sound Indian administration,

There is on the part of the ** National Congress " a demand
c'(;nsl:autly reiterated for what they eall * the separation of
Execcutive and Judicial functions.” They quote the utterances
of some of the finest men, the ablest oflicers that Indin has
seen, either ignorant of, or distinetly and deliberately mis-
representing, the real facts. The utterances that they quote
refer to the separation of Exceutive funetions from the trial of
civil enses, The men from whom they quote never dreamed
of the entire separation of Executive functions from the criminal
administration of a District, for which the * National Congress *
clamours. I do not profess that the present system which
exists all over India must never be altered ; but I am clearly of
opinion that it ought not to be altered out of deference to
garbled or misapplied quotations from the utterances of great
men, for whose judgment it is right that the highest respeet
should be shown, but who were dealing with a question alto-
gether different from that which is now under consideration
Above all, it ought not to be altered without carefully con-
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sidering the effeet which any alteration may have on the
responsibility of the District officer for the peace of his District,
and on the possibility of the efficient discharge of that re-
sponsibility.

There is one argument which is frequently used in favour of
taking from the Distriet officer all magisterial work, and all
responsibility for the Judicinl eriminal work of his Distriet,
It has bheen thus cxpressed : * There is an unconscious bias in
favour of conviction entertained by the Magistrate who is
responsible for the peace of the Distriet, or by the Magistrate
who is subordinate to the Distriet Magistrate, and sces with his
eyes.”  This seems to me o most mischicvous statement. It
is an exaggerated statement, and constitutes a libel upon a
distinguished body of men, the Magistrates of our Distriets,
who helong both to the Indian Civil Serviee and to the Pro-
vineinl Serviee, It is surely also contrary to the evidence
of statistics to sny that unduly severe sentenees and convictions
on inadequate evidenee arise from any bins on the part of the
Magistrates ; for it is found that, even in eascs which have
involved police inquiry beforchand, the proportion of con-
victions is under sixty per cent.

On the other hand, it ought to he emphasised that there
are no courts in Indin which have aimed as the magisterial
courts have done at unearthing and punishing fulse cases,
There is no publie feeling in favour of punishing false evidence
and of putting down fulse eases.  In the civil courts it is often
found diflicult to persuade judges, even when the falsit yofa
ense has been established, to revise their original deeision, or to
take steps nguinst the fabrieator of false evidence, With the
Bar, and with those who frequent the eourts, any attempt to
punish false evidenee is undoubtedly met generally by more
or less active opposition, 1t is too often practically regarded
by the people genernlly as g natursl and suitable weapon
when one comes to court. It iv n matter of simple experience
in the interior that the magistrates slone make any real effort
towards putting down this terrible abuse, whereby the courts
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are to a large extent losing the confidence of the people of the
country,

Besides, it must be borne in mind that one of the most fre-
quent forms of the miscarringe of justice is the discharge or
acquittal of the guilty. This is often a serious danger to the
public peace. It is too customary in India to speak as though
an acquittal must be regarded as always absolutely innocuous,
if not really meritorious. It would be a very serious thing if
such a view came to be aceepted by the courts and by the
Government. There is in India a natural tendeney to acquit
(a) from aversion to give pain; (b) from aversion to take the
trouble to solve a doubt: the accused is often * given the
benefit of a doubt " which ought to have heen faced and settled,
and (¢) from a desire to avoid appeal. This tendeney would be
greatly strengthened if the salutary control over the subordinate
courts by the District Magistrate were removed; for that
officer realises his responsibility for the peace of his District,
and is compelled, by a sense of that responsibility, to take the
necessary trouble to inquire effectively into such cases,

Another argument used is that although blunders arising
from *“ unconscious hias ™ do not frequently oceur, they give
rise amongst an advanced people, of whom the educated are
expert in law and ready to asscrt their rights, * to a general
distrust in the impartiality of the Magistrates.,” I am bound
to admit that there is on the part of many educated men in
certain parts of India, and especially in the legal profession,
a great jealousy, though not, I belicve, any distrust of the
criminal courts. I have no doubt that this is in large measure
due to the great care taken by so many District Magistrates in
really getting at the facts of the ease, and preventing the
poorer people from being oppressed by processes of law. It
is not true that there is any real distrust of the magistracy as a
body among the people generally. It is the rarest thing possible
to meet with any such feeling.» Pleaders make such allegations
to their clients and to the superior courts, This is only in the
way of their business, as they understand it:
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I know, however, and expression has been given to this fact
by many of the most experienced and thoughtful of our Indian
fellow-subjects, that there are not many villages in which
the civil courts are known, where the people do not often dis-
cuss them in terms of strong condemnation and distrust. The
reason for this is, that under the present system the civil
judges are too often out of touch with the people, and are occu-
pied only in the consideration of what is laid before them and
of what takes place within the four walls of the courts. Their
subservience to technicality and legal formalitics leads fre-
quently to injustice with which dissatisfaction is often strongly
expressed, and which, were it not for the fatalistic dis-
position of the people, would often have added very much
to the discontent and violent resistance to the action of
these courts of which we have had unfortunately too much
experience.

The argument conneected with the theory of a bins on the
part of the Magistrate is ulso to a large extent the survival
of the memory of former times, when the Mugistrate had not
only to exercise magisterial funcions, but was also the actual head
of the police, the true prosecutor in the case, a state of things
which has long since passed away.

Besides this, it is o matter of personal knowledge that not
even in England does any man like to go to court, cither us the
nceused in o criminal case or as the defendant in a civil case.
There is no doubt that this natural feeling has been interpreted
by some as indicating the belief in a bias on the part of the
presiding Magistrate or Judge. It js inconsistent with this
alleged distrust of the District Magistrate, and it is a very
wonderful and satisfactory experience of life in Indin, to find
thut everywhere the District Mugistrate is regarded ns the
friend of the wenk and the oppressed. They come to him on
every oceasion in criminal matters; and they do not often
come to him in vain. In civll cases they find him unable to
give help of any kind; and fThey do not undemstand it. It
would be very dungerous if he were equally helpless in eriminal
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cases. We should be handing the weak over entirely to the
tender mercies of the strong.

Another reason for the strong desire to separate Executive
and Judicial functions is the idea that these functions are
entirely separate in England, and that their union is only
appropriate to a comparatively primitive stage of civilisation.
It is forgotten that in England, Executive (or, as they are
sometimes called ‘“ Administrative ’) and Judicial functions
are actusally united in the same officers. Justices of the Peace
bave large powers of both kinds. In their Judicial capacity
they sit to try indictable offences at quarter sessions, and exer-
cise their summary jurisdiction in their petty sessional divisions,
In the exercise of their administrative powers they issue
warrants and summonses, hold preliminary examinations in
the case of indictable offences, take surety of the peace and
good behaviour, or dispose of the police and other power at
their oommand for the suppression of unlawful assemblies and
riots. Thus the same dual system exists in principle in England
&8 exists in India. Surely it cannot be urged that a system in
farce in England is too primitive and backward for Indis. As
a mere matter of fact it is, in the opinion of the vast majority
of all classes of officers, and of all those with any stake in the
eduntry, who were consulted on the subject some years ago,
silstodutely essential in India. Iy

Thp Government of Indis took up this question during Koed
Corben's administzation, in connection with & very misleading
bt infiuentislly signed memorial on the subjeck. The me-
motial was misleading, in the first place, beoanse it quoted in
this connsction ocertain utterances of distinguished men on the
mammammmm%wmm
rights from the hands of the offioess sntrusted with Executive
functions and the wiminal sdministations of their oherge,
These utterances were, %8 § have slready shown, entirely jever.
levant to the present question,’. 1§ was Also misleading, hecsner
¥ referzed to about & score of esses-in which an alieged. Sailse
of justice had taken place, without pointing out, on the ans:
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hand, thal these cases extended over about twenty years, and
were not more numerous than those which are pilloried in
“Truth”; nor, on the other hand, that most of them had
been set right on appeal or on revision. The Government of
India consulted Locul Governments and their officers, including
not only the Exccutive oflicers, but also the highest Judicial
authorities. The preponderanee of opinion among both was
decidedly against any change; and it might well have been
hoped that the matter had been set at rest for at all events a
considerable number of vears. It is distinetly unfortunate
that it should have been revived.

Relerence is sometimes made to the views of a eertain seetion
of edueated opinion. It is most important that such a reference
should be carefully tested. T shall show, in desling with the
matter of political unrest, how very smull a proportion of the
population of Indin are entitled to be regarded as educated, and
it will not do to attach too mueh importance to their opinion
in regard to o matter which affeets far more the interests of
those who are not eduented. It is also necessary to inguire
what proportion of that small edueated seetion of the com-
munity hokds the views which arc quoted.

I had ocension within two or three days of my finally leaving
Indis to meet o conference regnrding n certuin question which
was at the time atteacting considerable attention, At that
conference an Indisn of high standing deelared that the move-
ment in fuvour of the separation of Judicinl and Exceutive
functions, to which reference happened ensually 1o he made,
was engincered by lawyers; that they were largely animated
by sclf-interest ;. and that they practienlly cocrced many men
charncterised by wenkness or inertin to advoeate, if not to
accept, their views, He was supported in thiy statement by all
the Indian gentlemen present; und there ix no doubt that
some allowance hus to be mude for the facts, both that there
are many educated Indians tvhu strongly oppose this scheme
of the soparation of Excentive nnd Judicial functions, and that
the main supporters of the scheme are the lawyers. 1 have
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received strong pronouncements against the scheme by the
leading and most influential Muhammadan and Hindu noble.
men and gentry, the planters of Bcehar, the Anglo-Indinn
Association, and the District Magistrates who are responsible
for the preservation of the public peace.

The most serious result of the proposed separation would
be the loss of the control excreised at present by the District
Magistrate over the criminal administration, by his inspection
of courts and his supervision of their work. It is notorious
that in the civil courts cases are sometimes carclessly disposed
of, that great inconvenience is caused to partics and witnesses,
that unfair advantage is gained by the party with the long
purse, and that injustice is too often done, merely from the
want of inspection by an officer with real knowledge of, and
interest in, the circumstances of the District. Removed from
the control of the District Magistrate, the criminal courts
might well become the instruments of more frequent and more
serious injustice and oppression than the civil courts. The
latter must at least come to a definite finding on the issues
between the parties; but a lazy or unscrupulous magistrate
can discharge or acquit an accused person on vague grounds of
dissatisfaction with the evidence for the prosecution. The
fate of whole villages may hang on the successful prosecution
of an oppressive bravo or a brutal landlord ; and length of
purse may prevent success before an unsupervised and Vakil-
ridden magistrate.

One matter which really lies at the bottom of this agitation
is this, that the criminal courts do not make a distinetion
between the Bhadralog* and the poor. It is undoubtedly a
current opinion with certain sections of the community who
can make their voices heard, that a well-to-do man should be
allowed to compromise even such offences as dacoity or brand-
ing. This is a fact which shows how little real advancement
in true sentiment there is among mfany of the so-called educated
classes in certain parts of Indil. The controlling authority

* Middle class, literally respectable people.
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must be strong, and in touch with the circumstances of the
locality to prevent such compromises.

This view of the agitation is, of course, closely nssociated with
the cognate explanation, namely, the desire to advance the
pleaders and to make the Judicial department all-powerful,
No one doubts that the pleaders are at the bhottom of the
agitation ; and they themselves clearly state that what they
desire to see Is the eriminal courts made the same as the civil,
The reason for this is that the Munsif (loeal civil judge) is out
of touch with the district, and is confined to what he hears
within the four walls of his court, so that the pleaders on the
one side or the other have it all their own way. There is no
particular eheek over him, 8o long as his record reads correctly,

Now this is o matter which requires serions considerntion.
It is the Bar and the Bar “ Libraries ™ or Associntions which
have been clamouring for this chunge. They all speak from
the theoretical rather than from the practieal point. of view,
Many of them also speak from u purely selfish view of the cnse,
They want o change which will increase their power. It is
not & change required nor desired by people generally,

Throughout the country there is a growing distrust of what is
ealled the * Vakil Raj ” (the rule of the lawyers). This power
of the Bar is regnrded by the people generally ns a power
which undermines the prestige and diminishes the heneficence
ol British rule. Loyal men feur it ; and many, who, without
heing very enthusiastically loyal, have a stake in the country,
resent it exceedingly, The * Vakil Raj” has heen advanced,
according to the Indians who think in this way, by several of
the measures of Government. One of these is our Civil Pro-
cedure, with its techniculities and its sbounding lawyers., The
whole power in the eivil courts rests with munxify, subordinate
iudges, and others who belong to the legnl profession and have
been trained merely as luwyers, who ure generally out of touch
with the people, educated in the’ city luw colleges, full of little
else than technicalitios, snd absolutely without sympathy.
The only voice that is heurd within the eourts is the voice of
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the lawyer. No one who comes into court without a lawyer
feels that he has the slightest chance of getting justice, and all
that many lawyers (though there are distinguished exceptions)
care about is the fees they win and whatever will make for the
winning of the particular case in which they are at the time
engaged. This 15 a somewhat harsh description of what pre-
vails over the whole country ; but I do not give it as my own.
It is'a description which would be given by most non-pro-
fessional Indians who discuss the matter in the interior.

Besides this, the lawyers have had a disastrously undue
influence given to them in the unsuitable local aelf~govemment
franchise prevailing in many parts of India, They have taken
into their hands, wherever the elective principle has been
introduced, virtually the whole conduct of local affairs. The
Honourable the Maharajah of Darbhanga, the wealthiest and
one of the most influential nobles of Bengal, said to me one
day, when I was urging him to state his opinion on a certain
matter publicly and boldly, “ It is your policy which is to
blame for the unwillingness of the Zamindars to take their
place and state their opinions publicly. You have thrown
all the power into the hands of the pleaders. They rule the
oourts ; they have all the power of the local bodies ; and they
bave & practical monopoly of the Legislative Councils, - We
cannot oppose them.” These considerations pressat s very
serious view of the state of affairs, and if the sepesstion of the
Buxsoutive and Judieial functions in respecs of the erhuinel ad-
sainistration of our Districts is oarried out, whatever sdvantages
thearetioally or practically may be secured, thers is no doubt
of this, that it will extend this systesn and inoresse the power
of the lawyms, which is far too gvat slready. ¥or ome
ordinary Indiss who houestly bolde any view in favowr of
the separation of Executive and Judiclal fwmictions, there are
ten who marely wish tu see the courté and the ofios of the
magistrate in the hands of the mwwmm. These
never was a more purely clase agitation,

To anyonewhoknomlu&taadthamww



FUNCTIONS OF OUR OFFICERS 59
guarding in India the interests of the weak, the * Yakil Raj”
constitutes a real danger; and the separation of Exeentive and
Judicial functions ealls for serious consideration and hesitation.
This is especially the case at the present time. The effect of
the measure, no matter what may be plausibly said to the
contrary, would necessarily be to reduce to some extent the
proper authority and power for good of the Exeeutive, as
represented by the Distriet officer; and the power of the
Exceutive ought not to be reduced at the present time.  There
are foolish sncers about *“ the prestize ” of the Distriet
Magistrate, as though the District Magistrate desired prestige
merely in his own personal interest or for his own selfish sutjs-
faction and pride. The prestige of the District oflicer means
his power Lo maintain the interests of the wenk amainst the
strong, and to earry out the administration of his District
in the interests of all parties alike,

IT there ever was a time when it was neeessary {o strengthen
the Exceutive rather than to weaken it, it is the present time ;
and this measure, of more than doubiful expedicney at any
time, is specinlly inopportune now.  The Maharajuh Sie Prodyot
Tagore well said, * Exceutive muthority should, under existing
circumstunces, be strengthened and not wenkened; and means
ought to be taken to increase its prestige and not to diminish
it.” I have allowed myself to denl at some length with this
subject because it is one the decision of which eannot fnil 1o be
fraught with grave consequences in the administration of Tndin.



CHAPTER VI

SOME INDIAN FRIENDS

in the beginning of 1877, was not of a :fery high type,

It was only a few years since the Bhonsla Dynasty had
been sct aside by Lord Dalhousie, owing to the failure of the
Rajah of Nagpur to adopt an heir. The Nagpur territories had
been added to the British Crown ; and the adopted son of the
widowed Rani had been made a political pensioner, very much,
I faney, in the best interests of the territories themselves and
o' the people. There were still a number of the old hangers-on
of the court, none the better for their enforeed idleness, and
the influence which they exercised in Nagpur Society was cer-
tainly not of the best. There were one or two distinguished
exceptions.  One of these was Madho Ruo Chitnavis, whom I
first knew as a dignified and courtcous Maratha gentleman
who was on friendly terms with the Loeal Government officers,
and engaged earnestly in municipal work, to which he was
attracted by his great interest in the welfare of the town,
He was much esteemed among the people, especially amongst
the better classes, and also regarded with respect and confidence
by the Government. He was a man of very attractive manners,
though of somewhat blunt speech,

I became acquainted with him first in 1874-6, when I was »
young Assistant Commissioner in Bhandara, forty miles east of
Nagpur, where he had large estates. He was a good land-
ford, and his relations with “Bi! tenants were most cordial,
He very often visited Bhandara, and hardly ever came there

without coming to see me. Sometimes when 1 was touring
60

INDIAN Society in Nagpur when T was first posted there,
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among his villages he was with me for days togcther. We
struck up a real friendship, though there was a great disparity
in our years. I cannot help thinking that he was very anxious
that I should enter into such kindly relations with the people
as might influence my treatment of them during the whole of
my service.

Ile had two souns, both of whom were cdueated in Nagpur,
and sent in due time to the Bombay University to complete
their education. His anxious and wise provision for their
training was a striking indication of his eharacter.  After some
years the Government of India gave to the Central Provinees
two appointments in the Statutory Servicee, which had been
devised by Lord Lytton. This service was intended to be
composed of Indians of good soeial position, high character,
and sound cdueation, who would hold offiees hitherto reserved
for members of the Indian Civil Serviee,  The then Chief Come
missioner, Mr. W. B. Jones, 5.1, determined Lo give the two
appointments- -one to n Mubammadan, & son of Khan Bahadur
Aulad Hussain, and the other to a Hindu, one of the Lwo sons
of Madho Rao Chitnnvis,

A day or two sfter this decision had been arvived at, and
before it had been publicly snuounced, 1 received an urgent
message from my kind old friend, telling me that he believed
bis end was drawing near, und that he desired to sce me onee
more before he died. I drove down to the city ; and on the
way I called in at the old Government House, or as it was then
called, in memory of the political days of the late Bhonsin rule,
* the Residency,” and asked Mr, Jones whether he would permit
me to tell my friend what had been decided about his seeond
son. Mr, Jones willingly agreed, and sent by me n kind message
to Madho Rao.

When I reached his house I found my friend very ill indeed.
His two sons were present with him; and after talking to me
for a few minutes in the kindly, thoughtful way which had
always characterised him, he told me that one of his objects
in sending for me had been to ask me to be a friend to his
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sons, as I had been his friend. He took my hands and laid
them on his sons’ heads in the old Oriental patriarchal way.
I told him that, while his eldest son would succeed him in
the management of the great family estates, the younger son
was destined to hold office under the Crown as a member of
the Statutory Civil Service ; and I promised that, 50 long as they
permitted it, I should be their friend and should endeavour to
do for thent what he would have done, 8o far as a stranger can
discharge a father's part. He expressed his deep gratitude to
the Chief Commissioner for his kind thought of his second son
and thanked me for the promise I had given ; and so we parted.
Soon after he breathed his last ; and from that time his two
sons have been amongst the most honoured of my Indian
friends.

Gangadhar Madho Chitnavis, C.LE., the elder son, has served
the Government and the people well as President of the Nagpur
Municipality, as chairman of the District Council, and as
member of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Viceroy.,
He is now & member of the enlarged Council. Shankar Madho
Chitnavis, the second son, is now Deputy Commissioner and
District Magistrate of one of the Districts of the Chhattisgarh
Division of the Central Provinces, and has acted as Com--
missioner. He has carried one District through a grievous
famine and another through a severe visitation of the plague.
Ha served on the Labour Commission appointed by the Govern-
ment of India, and he has throughout maintained a high
charaster and earned the respect of all who knew him. They
are both of them worthy men; and it is my firm belief, which
I trust is not & delusion, that I have understood them well
and have betn on really intimate terms with them for over s
quarter of a century, o

hthdWMMdﬂyM!
mmwmm‘hpﬂ.uvmmmm
of Babu (now Bir) Bipin "Bose, o-Bengall, who hett
come to practise st the Ngpur Bar. I mede his soqueintiasr
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first in a Literary Socicty attended by both Kuropcans and
Indians. e read a very able paper on * Ulilitarianism 7
and I made a full criticism of the paper, differing largely from
him in his principles and conclusions. This was the beginning
of a friendship between us, just as it might have been the
beginning of a friendship between two men of Western birth,
His is a very beautiful character. If jt has a defeet it is on
exeess of gentleness; but he is very far from o weak man.
He is a man of large capacity, of thorough uprightness, and
of great public spirit. e has been o member of the Viceroy™s
Legislative Couneil ; and after long and honourable service ns
Government Advoeate in Nagpur he is now a judge of the loeal
High Court, as *“ Additional Judieial Commissioner.”

We had opportunities of doing much work together in Nagpur
in the old days, and in Caleutta sinee, and we have seen much of
cach other during the many yenrs of onr friendship. e has
come to me often to talk over the most private concerns
of his life; and I have obtained from him friendly advice and
assistanee in many cases of diffieully, 1 do not know how to
speak of my friendship for him in Ianguage other than T should
use in speaking of my friendship for a friend in the West, and
I belicve that we know and understand cach other well, 1
attribute much of any knowledge that I have of the people,
and of any good work that I have been able to do amony them,
to my intimate fricndship with Sir Bipin Krishna Bose.  His
affectionate sympathy in certnin times of trial, his hearty con-
gratulation in respect of anything thut might be regarded s
goud fortune, and at the end the kindliness of his fnrewel] when
I left India, can never be forgotten,

To one other friend I must make reference. When I went
to Bengal in 1908 as Licutenant- sovernor, I foumd that the
young Maharajadhirajo Bubadur Bijuy Chand Mahtal) had just
been installed as Zumindar of Burdwan, to which pusition he
had succceded to his ndoptive fither while still n minor. He
was then, of course, just over t;\:enty-mm yeurs of age,  Thix
young man had been well educated in his own home. Iis own



64 SOME INDIAN FRIENDS

father had brought him up and had inculeated in his mind
lessons of wisdom and of loyalty to the Government. e was
intensely desirous to take his proper place, and discharge the
duties of his station. e wished to be a good landlord and
to do what he could to advance the interests of the people of
India generally and of his own people in particular. 1
very soon beeame acquauinted with him; and, despite the
dilference in our years, our acquaintance rapidly developed
into sincere friendship. I do not think that there is any man
on the carth, cither in the East or in the West, who has spoken
to me so freely about matters of vital coneern and interest to
him ; for he has treated me almost as his father ; and it hax
been the greatest delight to me to see him more and more
take his place ns a wise and strong leader of the people in
progress and in good works. He is the senior Hindu nobleman
of Bengal, having the highest hereditary dignity and titles,
though not the greatest wealth, amongst these noblemen,

He was a member of the Council of Bengal while 1 was
Lieutenant-Governor ;. and under the siew regulations he has
recently, since I left India, been elected by the Zamindars of
Bengal to the enlarged Legislutive Councils, both of the Viceroy
and of the Licutenant-Governor,  His Muharani, like the wife
of my friend Mr. Shankar Madho Chitnavis, has with quiet
dignity emerged from behind the parda, to take her place
alongside of her husband in great social functions, and to assist
him as a good wife can in the great work of his life. Every-
where she is received with respect and cordiality ; and the
relations which exist, in publie as well as in private, between
these two, are indicative of the excellent character of both nind
are honourable to the Indian people,

There was one incident which occurred just before 1 left Indin
which gave him a unique opportunity of proving the devotion
of his friendship. On the 7th a! November, 1908, just ubout a
month before I left India for » an attempt was made on my
life, which is described in detail in the chapter dealing with
* Unrest in India : its limitations.” There the Maharajadhiraja
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Bahadur distinctly placed himsclf hetween me and the pistol
of a would-be assassin, and offered his own life to save mine.
It is miserable to think of the fatuous folly and wicked erime
into which the wretched student who attempted my life was
led by the advice of some whose voices are still heard in India.
It was pleasant, however, to sce how utterly out of sympathy
he was with the public generally ; and it is a thing never to be
forgotten that this brave young nobleman deliberately offered
his life to save the life of his friend.  If he had done it for his
own father it would have been an act of signal filial devotion ;
that he did it for me constitutes an acet which it is impossible
for me adequately to deseribe, and which will form an in-
dissoluble bond of friendship between us forever.,

These are some among the Indian fricnds whom I have
learned to love as we love our friends at home,  There are of hers
whom T could name, some of them perhaps not quite of the
same high character as some of these-- for in all countries our
friends are human and have their own weaknesses or defeets -
but all of them men whom it has been a privilege to eall fricnds,
and in my fricndship with whom, in the East as in the West,
T have found that * as iron sharpeueth iron so the face of a man
his friend.”

It is the experiences which T have been deseribing that have
formed my opinions of the relutions between Furopeans and
Indians. There is a very interesting and instructive book by
Mr. Meredith Townsend, entitled * Asin nnd Europe,” which
contains a great deal of valunble matter regarding the Kast
and its connection und relations with the West.  But there is
one chapter in that hook cutitled * The Mental Seelusion of
India** which contains what scems to me erroncons and even
mischievous teaching. I regard much of the tenching of it
as erroneous ; bhecause it scems to me to he contrary o my
own experience and that of many Anglo-Indinns whom I
have known. I regard it as mifchievous, because it lays down
authoritatively principles and %ecites so-enlled faets which,

if accepted, would certainly not make it easicr for the East
)
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and the West to work together. As the book is undoubtedly one
which is much sought after by young men going to India, and
as this particular teaching is not such as can render their
work either easier or more worthy, I deeply regret to find it in
the volume.

It is not easy to understand preciscly how it is that Mr.
Meredith Townsend has acquired the experience on which he
bases his statcments. I have not been able to ascertain how
extensive his knowledge of India really is, and how far it is
limited to the town of Calcutta, My impression, however, is
that Meredith Townsend knew little of India cufside the tapital.
Now it is perfectly clear that this knowledge of India is very
defective. India as a whole is a land of agriculturists dwelling
in smsll villages and hamlets. A great city where the three
prevailing interests and modes of life are Government Secre-
tariates, law courts and merchants’ offices, and where the
most important and influential sections of the community are
largely either Asiatic or European foreigners, can hardly be
eaid to represent India at all. I have heard it said, and I am
inclined to regard the statement as true, that there is no one
who knows less of India than the man whose experience is
eonfined to Calcutta.

There is another point also which must be borne in mind,
pamaly, that in Calcutta we have sharp Indisn business man
mosting smart Europeans in rivalry and competitions theb their
intorests epnfliet one with another ; that they. inhebit different
sections of the capital ; and that they have, until quite recently,
shown ‘Hitle disposition to co-operats or to enlifvate friendship
with cne sacther. I have never-in sil my superience of India
soen paything to conpare with the aloofness of Europeans aad
WMIMMIMWMm»wq
my residence in Caloutta, . Perhaps, aleo, it is to be borne in
mind that there have for mmny years bein influenses at work
in Caloutts which did not tebd to.the promsotion of kindly
feeling between the races; Mﬂnmh‘nn&w
themselves out to understand the Indians, and thet $he
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Indians have been in a strangely sensitive manner jealous of
Europeans.

Mr. Meredith Townsend makes the following statement :
* That Europeans are, with personal exeeptions, by nature and
the will of God stupid, is the single broad idca which has ever
clearly emerged from the sea of the native mind.” This is
certainly an extraordinary statement to make in view of the
cagerness with which practically all scetions of the community
desire to have Kuropean Executive officers in preference to
Indians, the readiness with which they aceept, even on Mr.
Mcredith Townsend’s own saying, the principles which animate
Europeans in the government and administration of the
country, and the devotion and loyalty with which Indians will
follow Kuropeans to danger or death,  am persuaded that there
is no one who has had to do with the people of India generally,
and especially of the interior, who will not regard this stat ement,
which might have heen made by the most superficial of Anglo-
Indian novelists, as quite unworthy of the gencrally thoughtful
character of Mr, Meredith Townsend’s book,

It cannot be pretended that the mere understanding of the
people who are governed leads to suceessful government, and
Mr. Meredith Townsend is right when he says that the fact
that the * great Civilian ” has understood “ Justice, toleration,
mercy and the use of firmness, and has applied those prineiples
steadily, fearlessly and with a certain respect for logie, seldom
displayed by his own caste in Europe,” is the best explanation
of his suceess as o governor. At the same time, he seems to me
to be quite mistakcn when he says that it is impossible for Lhe
KEuropean to understand the Asiatic; and his teaching in this
respect is mischievous, for the duty which the * great Civilian »
impresses most earncstly on his subordinates is to use every
endeavour to arrive at such an understanding.

Mr. Meredith Townsend says: “'The Civilian or adventurer
does not reside among the Indfn people at all, but only on
the spot where the Indian people also abide---a very different
thing. There he is and there are they ; but they are fenced
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off from each other by an invisible, impalpable, but impassable
wall, as rigid and as inexplicable as that which divides the
master from his dog, the worshipping coach-dog from the
worshipped horse, the friendly spaniel from the acquiescent cat.

“The wall is not as we believe difference of manners or of
habits or of means of association, for those difficulties have
been conquered by officers, travellers, missionaries and others,
in places like China, where the external difference is so much
greater. They have, indeed, been conquered by individuals
even in India itself, where many men, especially missionaries,
who are not feared, do live in as friendly and as frequent inter-
course with Indians as they would with their own people at
home. The wall is less material than that, and is raised mainly
by the Indian himself who, whatever his profession or grade
or occupation, deliberately secludes his mind from the European
with a jealous, minute, and persistent care of which no man not
gifted with an insight like that of Thackeray could succeed in
giving even a remote idea.”

.There is no doubt a considerable amount of truth in this
statement ; but it is very far from being the whole truth ; and
the measure of truth which it contains hardly renders it less
mischievous, but does perhaps render it more difficult to
controvert. It is undoubtedly true that there are many Euro-
peans who live in juxtaposition to the Indians not only without
understanding them, but without knowing anything about
them. It is also true that the Indian has a great capacity for
keeping the mere scquaintance, with whom he has no con-
fidential relations, quite out of touch with himself, and of
secluding from him his thoughts and feelings. I have known
Orientals who were quite unintelligible to me: their minds
and feelings were a sealed book to me: I did not know them,
Without any discourtesy they kept me outside.

The Oriental has great reserve and can ecasily, when he
chooses to do so, refrain frc;m unlocking his mind, revealing
his real thoughts and manifesting his true character. It would
be a strange thing if the Englishman, whose habitual reserve is
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proverbial, failed to understand this characteristic, It was an
Oriental philosopher - Semitie, however, not Aryan—who said
that, * the heart Knowetl its ewn bitterness, and the stranger
doth not intermeddle with its joy." To admit this, however, is
not the same thing as tosay that the Western cannot understand
the Eastern, and that their hearts and minds cannot come into
touch. It is altogether contrary to the experience of some of us
to say that the Eastern and the Western are divided from
one another by such a wall as divides the master from his dog,
the conch-dog from the horse, or the spaniel from the eat,

It is no eant sentiment with men who have spent their lives
among Eastern peoples, that * God has made of one blood all
nations of men to dwell on the Taee of the earth,”  Human
hearts, hamun needs, haman sentiments are much the same
in the Bast nnd in the West.  Circunistances, traditions, nnd
environments are different ; but, when these have heen taken
into aeeount and have had due allowance made for them, it is
found that human hearts come together in the Kast just as they
can in the West, It is true that the history of India supplies
an explanation of the tendency of the Indian to keep the
stranger, especially if he be a representative of the governing
body, out of his confidence. This undoubtedly makes it more
dificult to overcome the shyness and seclusiveness which is
to be found more or less in every man ; but though there may
be difficultics in the task it is well worth performing.

When I went to the Central Provinees in 1871 1 found
mysclf the youngest officer in a Commission, ulmost all the
senior officers of which had been engaged in Settlement work.
There is no work like this for bringing the European ofticers
into intimate contact with the people of the country, The
Settlement Officer went out fnto camp for about six or eight
months of the year. All that time he wandered about from
village to village with his tents, his eamels, his horses, and his
cattle. He lived not only fdc;:wuide of the people, but also
smong them. He pitehed his tent for several days atia time
at a particular village, and learned all that he could about it.
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He met the people in groups in their fields, and discussed with
them the capacity of the soil and the character of the crops
which were grown on it. He talked with them familiarly
round the camp fire at night, when the day’s work was over.
Perhaps he may have begun by thinking that the people were
distinguished above all the people of the carth that he had
known for falsehood and fraud; but he very soon changed
his mind. The village pcople were very diffcrent from the
litigants and witnesses in court. He found that, when he got
alongside of them in their own homes, and {alked to them
in front of their own people, they were wonderfully truthful ;
and it was surprisingly easy to arrive at right conclusions
with regard to the important matters about which he was
inquiring. He found rich and poor alike inclined to be frank
and friendly.

He soon began to understand that the people, when dragged
to the courts by litigation, fclt that they were entering upon
a struggle with their enemics, that all things were fair in war,
and that if one can circumvent his enemy cven by false state-
ments, he must be a somewhat silly person not to do so. There
is & good deal of the same sort of spirit among litigants every-
where. It is perhaps, however, especially characteristic of
the Oriental to believe that anything which secures vietory
over an enemy is permissible and desirable; and that, where
power seems to give advantage on one side, deceit may well
be practised on the other. This is in accordance with the
traditions and history of Indin. It is quite otherwise when
the people are visited in their own hamlets, and their affairs
are discussed in front of their fricnds and neighbours. It
is one of the first lessons which a well-trained civilinn lenrns,
from his valuable experience in camp, that the one way to
arrive with some definite assurance at the truth is to muke
an inquiry on the spot. .

The Settlement Officer, however, learned far more than
this. e got alongside of the people in respect of the interests
that most vitally concerned them; he spoke to them frankly
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and plainly about these things; and the common humeanity
of the Eastern mind responded, as a rule, to his frankness.
There were, no doubt, many who did their best to conceal
the truth; but the people as a whole were honest and open
in their dealings with him, as he was frank with them. Their
frankness was not confined to business. If he were, as he
could hardly fail to become, a sympathetic man, he very soon
became acquainted with the private history and concerns
of a great number of the people with whom he was brought
into contact. Ile had private talks with them; he knew
their family c‘onccrns, the little hopes that buoyed them up
in life, and the earcs and interests that depressed them ; he
found simple and kindly ways, such as he had associated more
with the Western peoples whom he had up to this time known
so much better, but which he was glad to recognise as existing
in those whom he was now making his new friends. The
sentiments he had entertained regarding the Indian peoples
from a mere knowledge of them in the law courts and offices
of the head-quarters station, very speedily gave way to a
broad human way of regarding those who were after all men
of like passions with himself.

There is perhaps nothing in India that brings men more
into touch with the people of the country than such work
as Scttlement ; * there is nothing that enables 8 man more
to understand them; and there is nothing that produces
better relutions between Kuropean officers and the people,
or tends to the better government of the country. The tone
of the officers of the Central Provinces Commission, when
I joined the Provinee, was the result of having been engaged
in such work for years, At the head of the Province was
Mr. (now Sir John) Morris, himself an old Scttlement Officer
and Settlement Commissioner ; and under him were working
in every distriet men who had been trained under his kindly

*

* The Settlement Officer in the officer who, subject to appeal to and revision hy
higher autbority, records the rights of fhe different members und classes of the
village community and settles the conditions und terms under which they shall
hold their lands. The sektlement is made after careful public inquiry on the spot.
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and sympathetic example in the same kind of work and with
the same regard for the people. The Settlement that had
been made was a lenient, judicious, and righteous Settlement ;
and the Province advanced by leaps and bounds during the
succeeding years under its influence.

But what I am concerned with at present is the spirit which
animated the men whose training had been in the carrying
out of this work of Settlement. They were not all distinguished
officers. Some of them were very ordinary men. A large
number of them were military officers who had joined the old
Staff Corps, and entered civil employ i what was called a
* Non-regulation Province ”; but with few exceptions they
were men imbued with a strong sense of duty, a great know-
ledge of the country, and a deep sympathy with i
in all their most vital concerns. It is this spirit whieh-the
best Anglo-Indian officers, the * great Civilians” of whom
Meredith Townsend speaks, desire to see reproduced in the
succeeding race of Government officers. They found no diffi-
culty, after their long experience among the people, in under-
standing them, in knowing the men whom they might trust,
and in selecting from among them some to whom they accorded
indeed no partial or unfair treatment in their relations with
the Government, but whom they regarded undoubtedly as
their friends.

Among my most intimate friends in the earlier part of my
service were some of these officers, Sir John Morris himaelf,
Sir Charles Bernard, Sir Charles Crosthwaite, Mr, J, W. Neill,
Mr. J. W. Chisholm, Col. Henry Ward, and others were smong
them. Thess men gave me the advantage of their own ex-
perience among the people, With these men I had the privilege
to serve. I was several seasons, early in my servioe, in camp
on the staff of Sir John Morris, the Chief Commissioner ;
and later I became his Chiet . I shared the same
bungalow at different times Jlor several months together,
first with Sir Charles Bernard, and then with Sir Charles
Crosthwaite, when their wives were at home. I served for
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years under Mr. Neill and Mr. Chisholm in the Secretariate,
and under Col. Ward as his assistant in District work. From
all of them I learned to regard the Indians as fellow-men,
and not as a different kind of animal altogether, and to see in
them the attractive qualities which have called forth the most
devoted work and kindliest feelings of generations of British
officers. I also had among my friends kindly and devoted
missionaries such as the Rev. John and Mrs. Cooper of Nagpur,
who knew the people and loved them, and had the greatest
delight in telling all that they could to their advantage.

Not less valuable to me at that time were some of the friend-
ships which I formed amongst Indians. One of my best friends
at the very beginning of my serviee was the late Khan Bahadur
Aulad Hussain, C.L.E. When I went to Jubbulpore, which
was the first station to which I was posted, he was Senior
Assistant Commissioner there. e and I struck up an acquaint-
ance very soon ; and he took great delight in teaching me my
work. I had from the very first a great admiration for him.
He could read English; but he spoke little of it. He was of
the old school, a scholarly man in Persian and Arabie, and
a devout Muhammadan. He did all his work in the vernacular,
and strongly urged on me the importance of acquiring a know-
ledge of the vernacular languages, so that I might be able
to have free intercourse with the people. He helped me very
materially in important duties, which were somewhat early
thrust upon me, owing to the exigencies of the serviee and
the inadequate supply of officers. His high religious character,
the great reputation for probity and justice which he had
amongst all ¢lasses of the people, the great confidence reposed
in him by the Government, and his own singularly attractive
manners and great strength of character, won my hearticst
esteem,

He soon became my friend ; and there was searcely a subject
at all which we did not discugs freely with one another. I
knew all the details of his family life, was introduced to every
member of his family, and saw as much of them as the eustoms
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of the country allowed. I was in camp with him alone, some-
times for weeks, and I acquired as itimate knowledge of his
character as I have ever had n respect of a Western friend.
The lessons which I mainly learned from him in regard to
official work were the importance of knowing the people well;
the desirability of restraining one’s temper in the presence of
the people, so as never to allow them to feel that there was
any risk of their digmty and self-esteem being injured pubhely
by words or actions of one’s own ; the absolute necessity for
bemng always straightforward and outspoken wjth the people,
and never attempting, under any circumstance, to meet guile
with guile; and a devotion to duty which his example in-
spired. X can only express my relations with the Khan
Bahadur in such language as I should use in speaking of the
best and most esteemed and most intimate of my Western
friends. It cannot be wondered at that, with such an early
education and training, I should feel deep regret at the par-
ticular sentiments which I have quoted from Meredith Town-
send’s otherwise valuable book.



CHAPTER VII
THE INDIAN PEOPLES

J T is not gltogether casy for an Indian officer, who has
I been accustomed to deal only with Indian questions in

- India, to convey an accurate impression of his views to
people at home, beeause of certain ways of looking at India
which he has acquired from experience, and which have from
habit become to him a sccond nature. He has a tendeney to
forget both his first impressions and also the course of ex-
perience and discipline by which these were displaced by a
fuller knowledge of India and its peoples. In one of his ex-
cellent papers, collected and published under the title of
“ Twenty-one days in India,” Aberigh Mackay suggests the
following conundrum: “ . What is it that the travelling M.D.
treasures up and the Anglo-Indian hgstens to throw away ?
4. Erroneous, hazy, distorted first impressions.” There is
a great deal of truth in this, and it is & common subject of
ridicule in India that men, who visit the country for a few days,
consider themselves qualified to pronounce opinions about the
most diflicult questions of Indian administeation and life. At
the same time, crude first impressions are worth remembering,
if for nothing clse than for this purpose, that they may enable
an Anglo-Indiun to understand the mental attitude of one
who does not know the country. Without some such under-
standing, it is difficult to cormmunicute information,

One of the difficulties in pnderstanding Indian questions
undoubtedly ariscs from the cpormous area of the peninsula
and the vast and varied populations which it containg. India
is not one country ; and there is no ** Indian nation.” This
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is generally admitted and so far recogmised at home; but it
is dufficult for one who has looked at Indian questions from
afar, and does not know India itself, to realise how vast the
peninsuls is, and how varied are 1ts peoples. One often hears
such & question as this: *“I hear you have come from Lahore,
which is, I believe, in India. Do you know my friend Mr.
Jones who is in business in Madras ?>* Well, over a thousand
miles of space lie between the two places as the crow flies ; and
there is hittle communication in the way of business between
the Punjab, of which Lahore is the capital, and the Presidency
of Madras. Yet, your friend is disappointed that you should
not have met Mr. Jones, and not have been acquainted with
him. One might almost as well say, *“ I hear you have come
from Edinburgh. Do you know my friend, who is employed
in & bank in Paris ?”

The vastness of the Indian Empire may be understood more
or less by any one who grasps this simple fact, that its area
is almost, and its population is just, equal to the area and the
population of Europe without Russia. As to its peoples, they
are diverse in almost every respect in which one people can be
separated from another. They have languages not only differing
as mauch as the Latin tongues differ among themselves, but also
differing in family as the language of Germany differs from that
of Fravoe, There are the Aryan languages of the north of India
and the Dravidisn lengusges of the south, ss well a8 o Jazge
nutnber of dislects aud langusges used by thieaboriginal tribes
sl 1ases iny Sodtanl Yodia. As the Iaogueges ditis, 40 do the
macners i Inedes of thought. Tt is of great importance to
remembet that tiss Mfdﬂu not Jiffer. feors the Marathss
of Bouabay less thak the Beliung dithee froun the French ; nor
the mmdmmmmmm&unhmm

The races of Kicirdil o nbmthpowm
snd martial Punjebi mmwma less coursgeous Ben-
gali. They differ in higtory, as i dbe cnse of the north-country
Muhammedan or the Bombay Brahman who looks back on
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. a past full of memories and traditions of power, and the great
majority of the peoples of the south and the east, whose
history was one of subjection and oppression. They differ
in religion. The difference is not only between Muhammadans
and Hindus, but also, for example, between those who worship
Shiva and Kali and the votaries of Vishnu and Krishna, or
between both these forms of Hinduism and the Fetish worship
of many of the aboriginal tribes. Even races calling them-
selves Hindus are often not really of the same religion; for
while Hinduism cannot reccive the individual into its bosom
on account of the impossibility of finding him a place in any of
its castes, it can reccive, and has often received, a whole tribe
as a scparate caste, requiring not the renunciation of the old
gods, but only the recognition of the special privileges and
sanctity of the Brahmans.

If one were able to read what he sces in the first day spent
in Bombay, in the light of the knowledge that comes to him in
later years, he would understand at a glance how distinct are
the races and peoples of Indin. He sees men in varied costume
with divers head-dresses ; and he lumps them all up together into
a very great nation of strange manners and costumes. He has
to learn that these different dresses and manners indicate
different races and nations, representatives of which are to be
found gathered together for eommerce and business in Bom-
bay, but which belong to different parts of the country and are
divided from one another by all that divides nations anywhere,
Very soon, too, the man who arrives in India, to begin the
work of his life, is made aequainted with the fact that India
is a land of far distances.

I had to take a thirty hours’ journey by rail from Bombay
to Allahabad, and was then sent thirty hours from Allahabad
to Nagpur, and back again twenty-four hours to Jubbulpore
before I settled in my first station. I had thus early begun to
realise the great distances thal one has to travel; but it was
not until I was appointed, in 898, to the Hemp Drugs Com-
mission, and travelled over the whole of India during that
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Commission’s full year of work, visiting every Province and
several of the Native States, that I recalised the differences that
exist among the peoples of India, and the enormous area of
the peninsula itself. That experience and my experience nine
years later as President of the Policc Commission, which also
took me all over India to all Provinces and to one or two
Native States, was valuable to me as giving me opportunitics
of seeing India, which, I suppose, are quite unique.

When one is listening to a man who professes to speak from
personal knowledge on any Indian subject, he opght first of all
to endeavour to ascertain where the speaker has obtained his
experience, and what qualifications he has for speaking on the
subject under consideration. If the subject is one concerning
only a part of India, and if the speaker’s experience belongs
wholly to another part, it may be at least very doubtful
whether he is entitled to speak with authority at all. No
length of residence in Bengal will entitle a man to speak,
with the authority of onc who has scen things for himself, in
regard to any question affecting Bombay. Study of books
and papers or information given by friends and acquaintances
may enable a man to speak usecfully about that which he has
not seen; but his claim to be heard depends in that case on
the trustworthiness of the source from which he has reecived
his information, and does not depend on his own experience
or observation. This distinction is most necessary to bear in
mind in regard to India and its interests; and it arises from
the differences between Provinces and races which I have en-
deavoured to make clear.

In this connection it may be observed that there is nothing
more misleading than to accept as authoritative the statements
about India and its peoples, which are made by those who
base their claim to be heard on a long residence in Caleutta,
or any other Presidency town. It has to be borne in mind that
India, with all the differences that exist between different
parts of the country, has this common feature throughout, that
it is an agricultural country, consisting mainly of villages,
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smaller or greater, scattered over its hills and plains. In the
Presidency towns one sees, no doubt, many Indians gathered
together ; bui they have separated themselves, either recently
or at & more remote period of their family history, from the
great occupations and interests of the people of India. They
have come together, some of them, for the acquisition of
Western learning which the great mass of their countrymen
do not value and are inclined to think as little suited to an
Indian as the peacock’s feathers to the jackdaw of the fable.

Some of them have come for the study and practice of law, of
which the grest mass of their fellow-countrymen are ignorant
and suspicious; some of them for the sake of commerce, in which
the great mass of their countrymen have no intelligent interest
or direct contern. Their habits of life in the town are altogether
different from the habits of the country; and there is no tie
that binds the professional and commercial classes of the capital
cities to the people of the country generally. The former do not
understand the latter ; and the latter, while they may, where
neoeasity compels them, utilise the services of the former, are by
no mesus a8 & rule in frank and intelligent sympathy with them.

It is & comamon saying among people in Bengal that there is
no one mate ignorant of the peopls of the interior and of their
affairs than the man whoes training and vareer are eonfined
to Caloutta ; and I daresay the statement is true. The man
who lives & town life in Great Britain generally keeps up some
connectiop with the conntry. He pays periodical visits and tries
to live the country life snd get into touch with the country
people smnd their conocerns; be spends there many of his week-
ouds angd sometimes wegksat & time ; and when there he throws

deliberatoly imto the life of the country, and lives
%ummmmmmmmm
lide. ‘i dame. in.the Indisn Presidency town, oediesily
goog 6 Bha oountry. far too little; and, even when Jé.doss
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to have, much sympathy with or knowledge of the country and
the country people.

When this great barrier between the people of the town and
the people of the country is taken into consideration, as well
as the great differences of races and religion that exist through-
out India, one begins to realise something of the difficulty of
dealing with Indian questions. The sources of information to
the man who does not travel about and live among the people
of the country, who, as a rule, are silent and invisible to those
who do not make an effort to hear and see them, are the news-
papers and orators of the great cities. These men talk as
freely and as fully in regard to matters of which they are
entirely ignorant as in regard to matters with which they may
claim some acquaintance.

I remember hearing a missionary in a public meeting in
Scotland setting himself to correct what he stated to be a
popular fallacy in regard to Indian temples. Ie said that
people coming from India spoke of the beauty and picturesque-
ness of Indian temples ; and on the authority of his own long
residence in India he assured his audience that this was pure
sentiment or misrepresentation. Ile had scen many temples;
and they were nothing but squalid shrines. I found that
his experience was limited to Caleutta ; and I was able to make
some allowance for his statement. But there rose to my mind
pictures of many temples which I bad seen in many parts
of India, beautiful for situation and capable, so far as their
outward appearance went, of being the joy of the whole land.
I recalled the reaches of the sacred Narbada, beautified by
the temples and shrines which the picty of many generations of
simple people had erected on its banks, or temples with fair
walls and battlements on the tops of hills and even mountains,
to which the piety of simple pilgrims lead them for quiet and
secluded worship.

I have heard men tell of the state of feeling in India, of the
jealousy of the people in répect of the British Government
and its officers ; and I have found that they have been simply
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quoting the utterances of some of the carping and even seditious
native papers of Caleutta. Not only do these newspapers
themselves mistake * the cackle of their bourg for the great
wave that murmurs round the world ”; but there are many
also who are deceived by the arrogant and authoritative tone
of these papers into accepting their ebullitions as the expression
of the feelings of the great mass of the people. A friend of
mine, who is rightly regarded as competent to speak on many
Indian questions, once said to me, when I was appointed
Lieutenant-Gaqyernor of Bengal, that it was no use attempting
to get into touch with the people of that Province, “ For,” he
said, “ to put it in a word, we have lost Bengal.” He explained
that in his opinion we had lost all touch with the people of that
Province; that their affections had become alienated from us;
and that we could not rely on their good will.

It was not many weeks after this, when, in the course of a
tour in the Province, I was pessing through a railway station
in the interior. My special train arrived there about 6 a.m.,
and halted for & few minutes. In accordance with my oid
Central Provinoces custom, I had risen early, and was fully
dressed. I étepped out of the train to enjoy the cool morning
air, & man eltogether unknown to any one on the platform.
None of my staff even looked out of their windows. The police
who lined the platform judged that I must be connected with
the Lientensnt-Governor, and stood at attention; but they
did not present arms, as they would have done had they recog-
nised me. I smw a large crowd at one end of the platform,
neser #¥ over-bridge which erossed the Hine. Some of the arowd
MW@WW&%WMMM;IMM&
whett ististhor fight of steps from the platform joined it

PN 4id not attesapt to enter the station, and stood looking
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In the course of our conversation I asked them what they
had come for; and they said they had come to see the
Licutenant-Governor (or as they called him, the * Lord Sahib )
passing. In reply to my inquiry whether they expected to see
the Lieutenant-Governor, they said that they did not, as the
hour was so early; but they liked all the same, they said,
to sce his train and to think that he was in it. I talked to
them about their affairs, about the season and the crops,
the municipal administration of the town, and the like. After
we had talked for some time, and when the train was about
to move on, I said, * Would you not like to see the Lieutenant-
Governor 2 An intclligent old grey-beard, who seemed
to have some position among the crowd, promptly said, * Arc
you the new Licutenant-Governor ?”” When I replied in the
affirmative, he at once shouted the announcement to the
crowd ; and I received as hearty an ovation as I should have
received perhaps in any part of India.

The experience of that morning was corroborated by all my
subsequent experience in Bengal. It is not true that “ we have
lost Bengal.” We have certainly not the same opportunities
of getting into touch with the people that we have in the
temporarily settled* districts of other Provinces, where the
agricultural interests of the people arc largely identical with
those of the Government, and where this community of interests
binds the Government and the people together; but, if we make
the effort, we can get into touch and have sympathy with the
people of Bengal to a very great extent, if not quite as fully
as in the rest of India. Everywhere I found the people friendly
and pleased to find me accessible to them.

The people all over the country are anxious to know the
officers who govern them ; and it is too often the fault of our
officers themselves if they are not on good terms with the
people. It is true that mischigvous relations may very easily

* In other Provinces the land rcﬁrcmw payments to the Government are
periodieally revised ; in the greater part of Bengal they were permanently fixed by
Lord Cornwallis,
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be produced between the people and the Government by mis-
representation. The people are ignorant and superstitious ;
and appeals to their ignorance and superstition find them ex-
citable. They can be misled, and they have, in certain localities
and at certain times, been misled, to their own loss and to the
injury of the administration; but as a whole they are loyal
to those who rule, and affectionate in their loyalty to the rulers
who show themselves friendly. There is no general antipathy
to, or jealousy of, the British Government or its officers. The
contrary is thg case. The Government is regarded with loyalty ;
and British officers are often asked for as District Officers, and
when they visit any locality are received with acclamation.

It is pitiable, in view of all one’s experience in India, to see
how the expressions of a certain section of the comparatively
educated classes are received as though they constituted the
voice of the peoples of India, or, as it is called, * the national
voice.” I recall an unfortunate incident which occurred in the
course of & confidential conference at which I was presiding.
The conference consisted of & number of Government officers,
some representatives of the Hindu and Muhemmadan ocom-
munities, some feudatory chiefs, noblemen, and lsndowners,
snd some business and professional men, as representative a
gathering as could be got together at the time. We sat down
to discuss the matter before us, Just opposite me was seated a
Bengali, an old member of what is called * the National Con-
gress *’; and beside me was sested & Chief of much influence
and high character, The gentleman opposite, in some remark
“he.made, ysed the expression * the national opinion.” The Chief
asked what he meant by * the national opinion.” “Is it your
own opipion,” be seid, * or mine, which diffars from yours?*
Mate or lees apologetically the man opposite said, * Everybody
Enowswhet I meas. I mean the congress view.” The salier
droppid- Agein a little latep, the same man used the iame
expremion. The Chief somewhyt lost his temper at this par-
sistous, and dimanded, * What do you mesn by S nakional
opinion t. Do-you act know that thers is no Indian nation,
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that, if the British authority were removed, some of the races
of India might be at your throats at once, and that the rule
and authority of Bengalis would not be tolerated out of Bengal?”

The man opposite sank back in his chair, not a little unsettled
by this ebullition of temper. I intervened, and pointed out
to the Chief that this was scarcely language to be used in a
friendly and confidential conference, and that the matter to
which he referred was searcely relevant to the question which we
were considering. The Chief frankly concurred and apologised.
The fact remains that there was some truth in what he had
said. There is no Indian nation. What may be in the future
none can tell. Qur own history shows the possibility of welding
different races into onc nation, but only when they live to-
gether within the same arca. Itisnotso in India; and at present,
at least, there is no Indian nation. Indian races are not in
sympathy with one another ; and British rule is necessary for
the maintenance of peace and for the progress of the country.
If we ever have anything like full self-government in India,
it is as likely to be sell-government of scparate Provinees as
that of the whole of the vast and varied Peninsula.

It must specially be remembered and realised that India
is not a country of great cities. Scarcely one-tenth of the
population live in cities or even in small towns or large villages
with more than six thousand inhabitants. In England we have
one-third of the population gathered together in crowded citics
of onc hundred thousand inhabitants; but over the whole
of the vast Peninsula of India we have only twenty-eight
cities of that size, with a total city population of only seven
millions out of the three hundred millions of its inhabitants.
It is worth while to remember that it is almost exclusively in
the large cities that we have anything of unrest, except where
by the propagation of false statements temporary disturbances
have been created among the villagers.

There is a great distinction hetween town life and country life
in India. There is a great distinction between town and
country everywhere ; but in India it is very much more marked
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and more important than in any country with which I am at all
acquainted. The city hie of India, in such cities, I mean, as
Bombay or Calcutta, where there is great commercial activity,
is altogether different from the hfe of the interior. Such cities
are only Indian in the sense that they are in India. The life
of the vast peninsula 1s, as a whole, village or rural life. The
people in their own homes are still, despite railways and post
offices and many of the agencies of Western civilisation, very
much the same as they were centuries ago. The standard of
comfort has np doubt risen to a certain extent. A number of
the people in the villages have seen things of which their
fathers had no conception ; but their life and their modes of
thought are essentially the same still. The foreigners in India
are after all comparatively few, and their influence except
in respect that it has made for peace and stability, has not
very materially affected the lives of the people. The city
life is a foreign life. There are proportionately far more
foreigners working in the city, and the people who are working
with them are far more affected by foreign influence, As
I have slready said, they ave, to an extent which we in the
West cannot essily uhderstand, out of touch with their own
countrymen in the interior,
Themmhrgemmhlndhabmtwh%mwmvd
day after day and see even still the simple Arcadian life that
the oid classicsl Indian books very besutifully portray. No-
thing is more delightfyl than sach work as this, to march
o & manth or two on end through the villages of a District
ow Divislon or Pyovinos, bringing the Government into contact
with. the people in reapect of the matters in regard to which
the Feople wish to come into coutact with the Government.
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the most important features of life in the interior of India,
and any failure on the part of Government Officers to treat
the people with sympathy, kindness, and consideration, and
at the same time with justice and temper, militates more
against the interests of Government than perhaps any other
active influence on inter-racial feeling.

Generally speaking, the officers of the Civil Service who
are accustomed to travel among the people, especially in
these Provinces where the temporary character of the Revenue
Settlements leads necessarily to a desire to obtgin a thorough
insight into agricultural conditions, treat the pcople well,
and in fact acquire a great affection for them, and in no part
of the world, I believe, is kindly treatment and affection more
fully returncd than in the interior of India. But there arc
Europeans, sometimes of a class from whom, despite their
youth, better things might be expected, but more gencrally
Europeans of low breeding and defective education, who
treat their Indian fellow-subjects in a way which leads to
bitterness of feeling which it is most difficult to eradicate.

Ignorance of the maunners and customs of the people and of
their real sensitiveness under an unmoved exterior very often
leads to this sort of thing. I have known even an officer high
up in a Commission who appointed an hour at which to reccive
Indian visitors, and left them to sit on a bench outside his
door with his menial servants, or to rest on the coping-stone
of the well in his compound, until he was at lcisure to receive
them. He had a good reputation for office work; but it
would have been a great blessing to the Province to have
been able to deport him and to keep him out of all influential
work among the people of the country. I have seen an officer
assault country carters, and actually beat them severely,
because they allowed their carts to stray down the middle
and on both sides of the road, so as to block his way while
he was driving his carriage gnd pair. That officer, when I
reprimanded him for his conduct, told me that he thought
we were losing the country owing to such sentiments as mine ;
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but there can be no doubt that a few cases of such violenee
and injustice do more harm than can be calculated.

I have known men who maintain that the old Indian proverb,
“ pit par maro pet na maro,” * shows that the people gencerally
regard it as quite rcasonable that at least a master should
be allowed to beat his servant. This merely indicates an
absolute failure to recognise that men are the same all the
world over, and that right-minded men in the Fast are
as much disgusted with physical violence as right-minded men
in the West.

The effect on Indian gentlemen of the sight of physical
violence used by a Europcan towards an Indian menial servant
is just preciscly what it would be amongst ourselves if we
could conceive of it. They tolerate it amongst some of their
own princes and big men, because they do not expeet
from these particular persons anything approaching to justice
or to a recognition of the dignity of humanily ; but they are
shocked at any such cxhibition on the part of the members
of a race with the superior classes of which at least they have
been accustomed to associate thoughts of better things., Such
cascs as I have indicated are within the experience of some
of us; but they are distinetly exeeptionul. Exceptional
as they are, however, they do incaleulable damage 5 and they
should be regarded with strong condemnation, und, wherever
possible, repressed with rigour. There is no doubt that a
great deal of good might be done by pointing out to young
men who are destined for work in India that they must acl
there on the first principles of Christian gentlemanliness,

To rcturn to the people of the interior -what u delight
it is to sce them in their ordinary life, to take part with them
in little functions or cereronics where that ean be done with-
out prejudice to the prineiples of religion.  Formerly the
officers of Government were not averse from taking purt cven
in the religious ccremonies of the people. I do not think that

[ 4

* That is, * Strike me on the back, not on the stomnch 3 does it mesy, ** Beat
me rather than fine me ™ #
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this could be done without sacrifice of Christian principle
and without producing a false impression among the people;
and I entirely sympathise with the condemnation of the practice
and with its authoritative repression; but I regret that in
many places this change has led to a standing aloof from the
people which is undoubtedly to be regretted.

Often when I have gone to a village, especially in my earlier
days when I could go about amongst the country people
without the pomp and circumstance of the head of a Province,
I have slipped into the home of an agriculturist during a
marriage ceremony or on some other festal ocedsion. I have
never sought to do this where there would be any risk of
raising any caste question ; but if one asks of a host whether
there is any objection, he will point out the time when you
can come without raising any such difficulty, and he will
welcome the presence of an officer of Government as being
most auspicious. That officer, on his part, will sec something
of the customs of the people, and of their kindly life which
may well be useful to him in framing his conception of the
character of those among whom he is called to work., The
enthusiasm of such a reception is sometimes very great. The
interest that the pcople show in our affairs, in our customs
and life, when we show our interest in theirs, is surprising ;
and the bond of loyalty between the people and the Govern-
ment is grestly strengthened by such mutual interest.

A man who only knows the towns and great cities knows
nothing really of the life of India. To know the real India
well one has to move about among the people in their village
homes. What a delightful life it is! There is no part of his
life in India that the Executive officer enjoys so much as his
life in camp among the people; and there is no part of his
life that is ‘more important and useful both to him and to
them. That he should know them in their own fields and
homes, and in their own every-dly life, is absolutely essential
to efficient administration. Afi officer on tour has two sets
of tents. He pitches one set at one place; and, while he is
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occupied there, the other set moves on to his next camp,
perhaps about ten miles off. During the day he is occupied
with mulakats * with those who are entitled to that courtesy,
with informal talks at his tent doors or in the fields with the
villagers generally, with the inspection of any loecal institutions
and the conduct of any local inquiries, with the discharge
of his office duties, and with efforts to make himself acquainted
with all the circumstances and conditions of the village. It
is a busy day; and by nightfall he finds himself ready for
rest. At dayllrcak he is up again mounted on his horse, and
on his way to his next camp. He does not go direct across
country, but wanders round, taking in all the villages within
reach, seeing groups of people, and perhaps inspecting schools,
police stations, and other institutions on the way. Arriving
at the next camp, he sets himself to very much the same
line of work as occupied him the previous day ; and so in the
course of a tour he becomes intimately acquainted with a
considerable portion of his charge.

I have sometimes been three or four months on tour, seldom
meeting a single European or speaking a word of English,
but living among the people and talking to them in their
own vernacular. Often in the evening they would come round
the camp fire and sit beside me and talk to me about their
affairs, telling me stories of their daily life or old legends con-
nected with the country, and acquiring that kindly familiarity
with a British officer which camp life induces, and which is
so valuable in the administration of India. Often, too, a
man of sufficient standing invites the British officer to his
house to some small family entertainment or social function,
For my part I not infrequently went to the houses of people
who would not themselves have laid claim to a visit, simply
for the sake of getting to know something of their home life.
It is a grievous error so to increase the drudgery of office work,
or so to reduce the European staff, that the European officers
are unable to give a large amount of time to this camp life.

¥ Pormal interviews.
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The calamities which too often fall upon the peoples of India
are themselves sometimes a means of drawing the races together.
Nothing binds officers and people together more than sym-
pathy between them, and co-operation with onc another,
in dealing with calamity. A visitation of plague or cholera,
in which the Europcan officer sets himself to explain the
measures of prevention and repression which have been adopted
after careful inquiry and wide experience, and in which he
associates himself closcly with the people in dealing with
the calamity, docs more to bind the races togethcr than any
mere talk, however kindly. It is wonderful how he will lead
the people, if he is himseclf careful indeed in regard to dis-
infection, but fcarless in his attitude towards the discase. Their
spirits are cheered, and they realise that Government is doing
at least’all that human power can do to mitigate the horrors
of the situation.

My experience of famine has been very extensive. As Com-
missioner of Nagpur, I had to deal with the famine of 1896,
and as Chief Commissioner I had to deal with the even more
terrible famine of 1899-1900. 1 do not propose to record the
sad experiences of those famines; but I think it worth while
to note that the work which we then had to do brought us more
closely into touch with the feelings, customs, and resourees of the
people than perhaps anything clse in my Indian experiences.

We did not deal with famine in the way adopted by Joseph
in the great Egyptian calamity. In Bengal, at Patna, there is
a strange structure called the “ Gola,” which was built as a
storehouse for grain to provide against famine. It is now used
for little clse than echo experiments. Railways and easy com-
munication with the markets of the world have obviated the
necessity for such measures against famine. We rush the grain
into the affected area by the mere operation of the law of supply
and demand. We provide work for able-bodied adults that
they may earn the money to buy the grain, and only the sick
and infirm and little children sre gratuitously fed.

The simplicity of the country people, their confidence in the
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officers whom they had learned to trust, their patient endurance
of the severest trials, and their deep gratitude for all that was
done for them, made an impression on our minds which will
never be effaced. It was also delightful to find how cordially
many of the best Indians, official and unofficial, threw them-
selves into the work of famine relief. One learned to appreciate
not only the patience of the common people, but also the
devotion and pluck of many of those in influential positions. I
remember Mr. Craddock, then my famine secretary and now
Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, telling me that
he agreed with me that some of our most valued friendships
with Indian gentlemen were formed during the famine.

There is one thing which we must not allow the recent
deplorable cbullition of anarchy to prevent, namely, our inter-
course with the people. When passing through a town in
Bengal soon after an abortive attempt had been made on my
life, I was struck by the emptiness of the streets. Cursory
observation led me to sce great erowds gathered at points some
little distance down the side streets, so that they might just
catch a glimpse of my carriage as it passed along the main road.
I inquired the meaning of it, and found that the local police
had cleared the streets and kept the people at a distance so as
to secure my safety. I issued orders to the effect that this was
never to be done again : the police might take what precautions
they deemed necessary in the way of having officers in plain
clothes scattered about among the crowds that lined the streets ;
but I felt that we could not tolerate any prevention of the
people from becoming acquainted with their ruler and showing
him respect.

When we are unable to meet the people frecly and frequently,
we shall be unable to exercise the most potent influence for
loyslty ; and the impression created on the minds of the people,
when they seem to be suspected as a whole merely because of the
existence of a few miserable criminals among them, is deplorable.
One of the great reasons why it is absolutely essential to
suppress sedition and anarchy by the most effective measures,
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however severe, is that it is the essence of sound administration
in India that the officers of Government should mingle freely
with the people. People at home, even the authorities at home,
do not adequately understand the nccessity for this. The
Indian Government itsclf sometimes seems hardly to realise it ;
but I think that there is no local government—at all events
there are cxceedingly few officers with long and valuable Indian
experience—who have any doubt of the vital importance of
having officers going about freely among the people and learning
at first hand their sentiments, their needs, and tlxeir condition.

The loyalty of the people of the interior is a very strong
sentiment indced. It is distinctly personal in its character.
The vague abstraction of Government is not much regarded
by the people of the interior. Their loyalty is to the King on
the throne, and to the officers serving under him, especially
perhaps to those with whom they come most in contact. It
was the necessity of the case that obliged His Majesty, when
as Prince of Wales he visited India in 1904, to confine his tour
mainly to the great cities of India, and his intercourse with the
people mainly to the chicfs and nobles, But the common
people eagerly took advantage of every possible opportunity
of seeing their future king. The enthusiasm with which Their
Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales were re-
ceived everywhere was unbounded; and amongst those who
displayed most enthusiasm were many of the people of the
interior. They had to make very considerable sacrifices and
endure considerable hardships to gratify their loyal desire to
see the royal visitors.

I remember a large party of several hundreds of people from
the interior being found seated one evening on the Calcutta
maidan,* well supplied with parched corn, and evidently
determined to spend the night there. They were asked what
their purpose was. They said that they had come hundreds
of miles to sce their Royal Highnesses, that they bad heard
that they were to pass in procession along Chowringhee the next

* The great open meadow between Chowringhee Road and the river,
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day, and that they were taking up their place on the maidan
so as to secure to themselves a sight of the Royal visitors.
The kindly Commussioner of Police, Mr. Halliday, entered
sympathetically into their wishes, and took care that they
had the privilege which they desired. This was typical of the
action of thousands and thousands of village people, who
flocked to the towns for the sake of seeing the Prince and
Princess of Wales.

The impression created among the people generally by this
visit was of the greatest value. The affections of those who came
into contact with the Prince and Princess were won by their
unvaried kindliness and courtesy. KEvery utterance of the
Prince was marked by sympathetic appreciation of the feelings
of the people and & deep interest in their welfare. The common
people were delighted with that readiness to receive and
graciously to acknowledge their scclamations, which has
characterised the Royal House of England for at least three
generations. The political effect of the Royal visit will not
soon pass away. The visit of Their Majesties seven yoars ago
may have been of benefit in preparing them for the exaited
position which they now occupy. It was certainly mot lew
important in its effect on the peoples of Indin. Their resclve
to visit Indis and hold there s coronstion darber seems to me
a splendid inspivation. I can headly imegine the feelings of
delight with whioh the sonouncement must have been received.
Indian friends have written to me about it with unrestrained
entiasioss,



CHAPTER VI

INDIAN LADIES

The farther north one goes the more he finds of that

system. In the south there is less of it. The Zenana is
simply the vernacular name for that part of the house which
is occupied by the women; and the Parda * is that which
divides the women’s quarters from the rest of the house.
The lady who occupies the Zenana is a parda nashin, or one
who sits behind the curtain. Where the Zenana system pre-
vails men, other than the head of the house and his s0ns,
are not allowed to sce the ladies. The ladies do not come
into public life; and the worst feature of the system is that
their influence is confined to the family ecircle, and does not
reach socicty. It reaches cven the family circle only within
the home ; the ladies cannot directly influence the men out-
side the house. Where it is strictly enforced, it goes cven
further than this; ladies themsclves are not allowed into the
Zenana of other ladics, unless they are very intimate friends
indeed. My wife has always made it a practice to visit the
ladies of any house with the head of which I have been on
friendly terms. In several instances her first visit was paid
to the lady with the same formalities as mine might have been ;
she sat outside the parda and conversed with the lady inside !
Sometimes two or three visits were conducted in this fashion ;
and it was only when she became more intimate that she was
asked to go inside the parda” There are several Indian ladies

- - - .
THE Zenana system exists to a very large extent in India.

* A parda ig a curtaln or scxcen.
151
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who had never received any European lady at all until they
received my wife.

No doubt this tends to make intimate relations between
Europeans and Indians more difficult. The influence of ladies
on society is wanting, where this system prevails. But at the
same time it must be borne in mind that the Zenana excludes
Indian gentlemen and ladies just as much as it excludes Euro-
peans; and yet social relations between Indians are perfectly
frank and simple. It will not do therefore to say that while
this system prevails, any intimacy between Europeans and
Indians is impossible. Above all, it must be ever remembered
that the Zenana system is not in any way indicative of a low
opinion of women, or of their want of influence. The system
is not a part of the ancient Hindu life at all. It has been
prevalent among Muhammadans; and it came into India
in troublous times.

It undoubtedly sprang from an unworthy conception of
the relations that ought to exist between the sexes. It owes
its rise in great part at least to lawlessness, to dangers arising
at a time when might was right, and to a jealousy of women,
who did not take an equal place in family and social life, nor
were regarded as fit to do so. It must not, however, be thought
that, where the system is now practised, thege views of women
necessarily exist. The troublous times in which the system
took its rise and laid its powerful grasp on the society of certain
communities and of certain parts of India, have left behind
them this survival of the distrust and anxicty by which they
were characterised ; and it is not easy in India to get rid of
any system which has once laid hold of the popular mind.
It is not true, however, that Indians have a low opinion of
women. There are men in all countries whose estimate of
women is tainted by the stain of their own impure minds;
and these may perhaps be more common in India than in
a Christian country. But the men who are worth knowing
in India have no such views. “They despise some women ;
and they view some forms of behaviour in women with grave
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suspicion. But for good women, whether European or Indian,
" they have a chivalrous respect and admiration.

Let it not be forgotten that the women who are secluded
under the Zenana system are, as a rule, at least as much in
favour of that system as the men who are related to them.
They have been trained for generations to think that it is
a mark of respectability and dignity. They do not indeed
misjudge the freedom of Kuropean ladies. As a rule these
latter are regarded by the simple Indian ladies of the interior
as strange indeed in their customs, and as pczssessing powers
and privileges which, however consistent with their own
surroundings, are altogether unintelligible to Indians. They
no more despise the European lady for her freedom from the
Zenana system than they despise her for her want of Hindu
caste; but amongst themselves they hold that it is a mark
of their social superiority that they are thus earcfully
secluded.

It is a curious fact that some of the strongest supporters,
male and female, of the parda system object not only to the
visits of men from outside, but even to the visiting of ladies
amongst themselves, and to the reception by the parda nashin
of European lady visitors, or even Indian ladies who do not
belong to their fatmily. No doubt this arises from an instinctive
feeling that the influence of the system may be destroyed by
the enlargement of view which arises from contact with the
outer world in any form. At the same time it must be borne
in mind that the system receives as strong support from the
ladies of India themselves as from the men. It is therefore
wrong to endeavour to hasten the throwing aside of the parda
and the opening of the doors of the Zenana. Nothing is good
for a race which does violence to the modesty and sclf-respect
of its women ; and until the ladies of India themselves begin
to see the evils of the system, and that it is not essential to
endure these evils for the sake of propriety of conduct and
reputation, it will be impossible, without injury, to abolish
the system. The remedy lies in the preservation of the peace,
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into which no one is admitted who would not be permitted
to enter the room itself; and every precaution is taken to
keep the ladies from contact with the outer world. The se-
clusion is most strict ; the life is practical imprisonment.

Early in my service I had a civil case before me in which
a lady of considerable property was required to give evidence.
As she was a parda nashin, it was possible, under the law,
to appoint a commission to cxamine her at her house; but
this would have involved considerable expense in sending
counscl for both parties to attend while she was under examina-
tion. The party producing her as a witness was of common
interest with her; and it was determined, with regard to that
common interest, that she should be examined in the court.
A day was fixed, and she was brought to court. She came in
a palki or palanquin, which, despite its name, was nothing
clse than a very small and uncomfortable box carried on a
bamboo pole. One could hardly understand how it was possible
for her to be in it without great discomfort. It had been earried
into & room of the Zenana and laid down.  After all the men
had gone away, she had come, attended by her women, and
bad stepped into it. The thick curtain that covered one side
of the box (all the rest being of wood) was then dropped and
securely fastencd. Mer nearest male relative stood by while
the box was removed from her room, and walked with it through
the strects.

When it was brought into the court, it was laid down, but
not opened. I asked the counsel on both sides whether they
were satisfied that the lady inside the box was the wilness
whom it was desired to examine. After conversing with
those who had accompanied her, and addressing a question or
two to the lady, they replied that they were satisfied. 1 then
put certain questions to her; and she answered them--clenr,
intelligent answers, in a sweet, low-toned voice. I never saw
her; no one in the court saw her. She returned through the
streets to her seclusion in the Zenana, having seen nothing
all the time during which she was out of it. I have had
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male criminals brought before me from the jail to give evidence ;
and they have indicated their interest in the occasion by
attending to what was going on around them to a degree
which made it difficult to extract their evidence; and they
went back to their penal confinement, no doubt, inclined to mark
that day as a red-letter day in the period of their imprison-
ment. It was not so with this innocent parda nashin lady. She
had experienced nothing but discomfort, and had seen nothing
of interest.

These ladies yvho are thus secluded are often very far from
unintelligent. One knows this, not only on the testimony of
the English and other ladies who visit them, but also from the
fact that they are able, from their seclusion, to administer
affairs of very considerable importance. I have in several cases
had to discuss important business with parda-nashin ladics.
I had, for example, on one oceasion to visit a lady who was ad-
ministering one of the small Native States on behalf of her
minor son. He received me ; and intimation was sent to the
Rani that I had come. When she announced that she was ready,
I was led through several doors and corridors to a room in which
a chair of state was placed for me. This chair was in front
of a thick curtain which hung at one end of the room. On the
other side of that curtain, I was informed, the Rani was sitting
awaiting the interview. Her son and any one in attendance on
him would not sit while she was thus in presence, though unseen.
I exchanged friendly greetings with the Rani, and solemnly
saluted in the direction of the curtain, believing that she was
making a friendly salutation to me on the other side. I pro-
ceeded to discuss with her the uffairs of the State. I found
that she had a very intelligent grasp of them, and thoroughly
understood what it was she wanted.

I made it a practice as far as possible, to take my wife with
me to such interviews, so that she might sit on the other side
" of the parda with the Rani, as she was acquainted with her.
This was at least a security that the right lady was conversing
with me. To me there was always a feeling of dissatisfaction,
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in that neither of us, in the course of our conversation, was able
to look the other in the face, and receive that light upon our
interchange of views which the human countenance so often
gives. I recall one case in which that feeling was evidently
shared by the lady herself. She turned to Lady Fraser and asked
her in a whisper, which I did not hear, whether there was
any objection to her slightly putting the curtain aside with her
finger, just so far as to permit her to get a view of my face,
so as to see whether I was giving kindly attention to the ex-
pression of her views. My wife, of course, saic, that there was
no objection ; and, although I was unaware of it, the old lady
saw my face, and then expressed herself as more confident that
I would give careful and friendly consideration to her wishes.
It must not be considered that the ladies look upon their
position as in any way deplorable, or as oppressive; but it is
impossible for them to feel other than a sense of great de-
privation, however necessary or honourable they may consider
that deprivation to be. Ladies of India are brave and self-
sacrificing. Nothing perhaps shows this more clearly than the
old and awful system of Satti. This word, which perhaps may be
translated * constant ” or “ faithful,” was the name given
to the MHindu widow who, in the depth of her sorrow, and
in the determination not to live the lonely and, in some
respects, accursed life of a widow, but to accompany her
husband into the unscen, laid hersell on his funeral pyre and
died by the fire which consumed his remains. This awful
system was abolished by the British Government, and any one
abetting a satti is now liable to conviction for abetment of
suicide or murder. This stringent law has tended to abolish the
practice of this dreadful rite. The law was enacted in opposition
to the sense of large and influential sections of the community;
and, in view of the prohibition of widow remarriage by Hindu
law and custom and the estimation in which widows are held,
these stricken women lead liyes of sorrow and humiliation.
Satti is not even now entirely unknown. I remember that, in
the end of 1908, in the village of Kaltaki in the District of Gaya,
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in Bengal, a Brahman named Damodhar died of fever. His
widow, a woman of about forty-five years of age, was frantie
with grief. Some time in the afternoon of the day of her
husband’s death, his kinsmen came to remove his dead body
to the burning ground, which was about five hundred yards
from her house. The widow became extremely violent; and,
seizing the feet of the corpse, she solemnly cursed them for
seeking to take it from her. She threatened to cut her throat if
they did not leave her in possession of the body. They left it
for a while in tgxe room where the man had died, and the widow
sat down beside the body.

The story is that there was no one else in the room exeept
an old woman, a widowed sister-in-law of the deceased ; and
this woman gave evidence that suddenly she saw smoke coming
out of the waist of the widow, her sari (or shawl) appearing to
be on fire. The widow ran out of the room, and as she went
she shook her sari so as to increase the flames. She threw
herself down in front of the house on some wood lying near,
which took fire. Seeing that she was dead, and that her body
was being consumed, the relatives brought out her husband’s
corpse and set fire to it, heaping up wood and straw which lay
at hand. Both bodies were thus consumed to ashes. When the
police arrived the fire was still burning, and people were throw-
ing ghi * on it. Not less than sixteen persons were ultimately
committed to the Court of Session charged with an offence
under Section 806 of the Penal Code, which deals with the
abetment of suicide. I cannot reeall the precise results of
the trial; but to me the important points established were
the determination of the woman to give her life on her husband’s
funeral pyre, the failure of her relatives to sec any reason why
this desire of hers should be frustrated, and the general approval
of the community as indicated in their adding oil or ghi to the
flames.

Another case occurred in the Patna District a year later,
where a Brahman having died, preparations were made to

* Clarified butter. '
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cremate his body in the usual way, close to a sacred and wide-
spreading pipal * trce, and near the shrine of the village deity.
The widow, accompanied by about a hundred women and
children, followed the litter, and went on to the river about a
hundred yards from the funeral pyre. There she bathed and
dressed herself in new clothing, the women putting sindur and
tikulis on her head. She then walked back to the funceral pyre,
climbed on to it, and sat facing the east with her hushband’s
head in her lap. Then her own son applied fire to the mouth
of the deceased ; and he and other Brabmans set fire to the
pile by placing sticks soaked in ghi and oil in the little fire-
places underncath. It was alleged that the woman took fire
by spontancous combustion. She stood up with her clothes on
fire, and then sank down again and died. There were said to
have been from two to four thousand persons present, erying
out, *“ Ram, Ram, Sita Ram.”

The nearest police station was cight miles off 3 and informa-
tion was not given there until, two days later, o report was made
by a man who scemed to think that he was risking his life by
informing. On the District Superintendent areiving at the
spot, he found the pile still red-hot, and people coming in
hundreds from long distances to worship at the place. A lamp
was kept burniug as at & shrine ; flowers and sweetmeats were
being offered ; aud temporary shops bad been erected under
the pipal tree. Among the articles in evidence in the case
there was an invitation issued by the son to the sraddha,f
in which it was stated that his father was dead and his mother
had become a satti. Another document showed the line of
defence to be taken in case of prosecution. The last satti that
had oecurred in this village was about eighty years before,

These melancholy stories are indications of the manner
in which superstition still prevails in India despite the cducation
of which we hear so much, but which, in reality, has affected
directly only a very small {raction of the Indian peoples

* The pipal is the sacred fig tree,
t The seaddhn Iu o funcral ceremouy.



INDIAN LADIES 108

They indicate also, how old customs, however cruel and con-
trary to human nature, may survive even after they have been
made punishable by law, and have fallen into desuetude for
years. We learn undoubtedly in India that human nature is
in many respects the same all the world over; but we also
learn that it is not very difficult to persuade men, under the
name of religion, to practices which cannot be soberly regarded
as any other than inhuman ; and we must never allow ourselves
to think that those practices, which have reccived the sanction
of religion for ages, can be casily eradicated from the minds and
lives of the people. On the other hand, these sad stories
clicit an altogether different characteristic of Indian life which
it is well that we should not forget, namely, the courage and
devotion of the Indian women, their determinaion and capacity
to endurc anything and make any sacrifice that their religion
and their family duty may require.

If any one is under the impression that because the Indian
ladies live in a Zenana, secluded behind the parda, they have
no influence on the lives of their relatives and are looked down
upon by them, he makes a great mistake. He does not under-
stand human nature. I have heard much from my wife and
others of the dignified bearing and attractive manners of
Indian ladies ; and I have heard my Indian friends speak with
the decpest respect of their mothers and sisters, and with the
deepest gratitude of the debt they owed to them for their
influence on their lives. I may add that I have also known
many a man who, when in society in the outside world, had
strong things to say about his freedom from what he called
the superstitions and bonds of his old religion :  he tatked
lightly and flippantly, and even contemptuously, of the gods
which his people worshipped; yet in his own house he
prostrated himself before the images of these very gods and
practised the rites and made the offerings required by that
religion. The reason was that the ladies of his family wished it,
and he had not the courage ot his professed convictions. An
old friend of mine once said to me that what India most wanted
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was “ a new grandmother.” He meant that, as every man who
knows the peoples of India knows, the influence of the ladies in
the house was great, and that the older the lady the greater
her influence. The mother in the family has a place not unlike
the mother elsewhere; but her mother-in-law, the grand-
mother in the house, has an altogether exceptionally honourable
~ place in the Hindu family. She rules among the women ; and
the women rule in the house.

It is & very hopeful thing to think of this influence of women
in India when one sces the growing desire on the part of both
men and women to have the women ecducated, and to see
women take their place alongside of their husbands in the
work of life, and become a real influence, not only in the
home, but in the social circle and in the life of the people. No
doubt there are not yet very many who have broken free from
the parda and taken their place as helps to their husbands in
their social and public life; but there are not a few such
ladies, and they are a growing company.

Many years ago, when 1 was Commissioner in Nagpur, I
went on tour with my wife in the Balaghat District, and the
Deputy Commissioner, my highly esteemed friend Mr. Shankar
Madho Chitnawis, then a young oflicer, accompanied us on
tour. As we were all. three together riding along one morning,
we passed a fonga, or little Indian cart, drawn by fast-trotting
bullocks. There was manifestly a lady inside, because there
were curtaing carcfully drawn as we passed. These were so
constructed that she could put them aside to see the country
but could draw them at any time to exclude the gaze of
outsiders. I asked my friend, Mr. Chitnawis, whether he knew
who the lady was. He told me that it was his wife; that
she was very anxious not to be dissociated from his life
and as he had to go so much into eamp, she had made up her
mind to endure all the trouble of marching with him rather than
leave him without the comforts and society of home life during
the months he had tospend in hi§ tents away from head-quarters.
This was, at that time, very unusual action on the part of an
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Indian lady. It excited the admiration of my wife, who very
soon, in the course of that tour, became an intimate friend of the
Deputy Commissioner’s wife.

Some time after this, when I visited Balaghat head-quarters
on Sessions duty, Mr. Chitnawis asked me whether Lady Fraser
and I would dine with his wife and him at their house. He
told me that his wife was anxious to know some of her husband’s
friends, and that he thought it would be an excellent thing for
her to see something of our social customs. He said apolo-
getically that he would not ask any one to meet us, as she was
still shy about meeting strangers, and desired only to see a
lady who had become her friend, and an officer who had been so
long a friend of her husband. Of course, we agreed.

I took the lady into dinner, and talked with her at one side
of the table in Marathi; for she knew no English. On the
other side of the table, her husband was talking to my wife
in English; for my wife did not know Marathi. Sometimes
the conversation became general in Hindustani, which was
known, more or less, to all four of us, It was one of the most
interesting evenings that I have ever spent. It was a delight
to see the intelligent interest that this Indian lady took in all
the affairs which concerned her husband, in the administration
of the District and in life generally ; and to understand some-
thing of the earnest desire she had to play her proper part as
the wife of a man holding such a responsible office among his
people was a very instructive experience. Our pleasant inter-
views were repeated not infrequently. Then I left Nagpur,
broken down with famine work, in which one of my most
trusted fellow-workers had been Mr. Chitnawis himself ; and
when I returned from leave I was sent to the head-quarters
of the Government of India as Secretary for the Home Depart-
ment, 8o it was not till after some years that we met again,

We next met, all four of us together, when I was Chief
Commissioner of the Central Provinces, and Mr. Chitnawis
was Deputy Commissioner of Wardha. I visited the station
with my wife, and the Deputy Commissioner asked us to a
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station dinner. He told us that all the officers in the station
would be there with their wives ; that his wife now knew all his
colleagues and their families. We accepted the invitation. It
is the Indian custom, that, when the head of the Local Govern-
ment comes to dinner, all the company have already assembled,
and are ready to proceed at once to the dining-room. We, there-
fore, had only time to shake hands, and then went straight to
dinner. I sat down beside our hostess and began at once
to speak to her in Marathi. She answered me in English,
good, ladylike English, pronounced with wonderful accuracy.
I said to her, © Surely you did not make me talk to you in
Marathi when you knew English so well 277 She answered that
in the old days when we used to meet in Balaghat she did not
know English ; but she had since sct herself to learn it. She
had regular lessons from the station-master’s wife and lessons
at least once a week from the wife of the missionary, and had
given her mind to the matter, so that she had made what they
regarded as very creditable progress. She said that her reason
for this was that her husband had made up his mind to visit
England, and that she felt that she must go with him; beeause,
as she added, * It is not good for a husband to live a life, and
to know people and places, from which the wife is altogether
shut out.” .

This plucky lady was still an orthodox Hindu, and partook
at the table of nothing but fruit and such light food as her
religion sllowed her to cat in the presence of strangers; but
she was determined that she would live alongside of her husband,
as far as possible in all his life, and be a help to him after the
manner of some of the good English ladies that she knew, and
after the manner also of some of the famous ladies of early
Indian story. She did go to England with her husband. She
thoroughly enjoyed her visit to that country ; and she set
herself to write a little book in Marathi to explain to the women
of her country the life of England as she had seen it.

Curiously enough this history wus practically repeated in the
life of another Indian lady who was a great friend of my wile
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in Bengal. The Maharani Adhirani of Bardwan, when she
found that her young husband was determined to take his
proper place in social and political life as the senior Hindu
nobleman of Bengal, determined also for hersclf that she would
take her place beside him and render him all the assistance in
her power. She applied herself to the study of English manners
and the English language; and in a wonderfully short time
had stepped out in all dignity and modesty from her accustomed
seclusion into the social life of Bengal. She has been the hostess
at great enterfainments, at which His Excellency the Viceroy
and Lady Minto, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and other
notable persons in Bengal life, along with their wives, and along
with the leaders of both Kuropean and Indian socicty, have
been gathered together. She takes the deepest interest in all
her husband’s doings; and the relations in which they stand
to one another, and the manner in which they treat one another
and live their lives before the public are an example to all the
people. Let this movement but go on, and one cannot doubt
that the progress of social enlightenment and moral elevation
of the people will proceed with ever-increasing rapidity ; for
the principal defect in the social system of India for these many
years past has been this, that the women’s cause has not
developed equally with the men’s.

The education of women is still deplorably backward. The
most recent figures show that education has reached only a
fringe of the female population. The figures of the last census
. in Bengal show only *57 per cent of women, against 11-86 of
men, as “literates.” This is fairly typical of the state of
things throughout India. For the size of the community
it need hardly be said that the Christian natives of India
have a vast preponderance of educated women; but the
general desire for the education of women is spreading, not
only among themselves, but, what is far more important,
among the men. The men have hxtherto, to a very large extent,
been either wholly indifferent, or even antagonistic, to the
education of women The best of them are heginning to change
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their minds on the subject, and to realise how important it is
for their own work and for the development of the peoples
of India that the women should be educated. The number
of female students in institutions of all kinds is increasing
more rapidly every year.

In the parts of India where the parda system prevails, it was
naturally an almost insuperable barrier to the progress of educa-
tion among the women. Only the intimate and sympathetic
knowledge of the people possessed by the missionaries led them
to adopt and advoeatle what is known as the Zepgana System of
education. The late Dr. Thomas Smith, then o missionary in Cal-
cutta, was the first carnestly and determinedly to advoeate that
system. It was surrounded with difficultics ; but he saw that
they were not insuperable. It was clear to his mind that
agents for the education of these women must be thenselves
women ;3 and, through the kindly relations which the mani-
festution of the spirit of the Christ by the missionaries estab-
lished between them and the people of the country, it beeame
possible for the lady teachers sent oul or cmployed by the
Christian Churches Lo find their way into the seelusion of the
Zenanas,  They undertook the great task of cnlightening their
Indian sisters, and interesting them in matters of vital moment.
with which they had hitherto been unacquainted. The pro-
gress of education within the Zenanas has been of the utinost
importance ; and it has been successful to a degree which
could hardly have been anticipated by any ordinary thinker,
and was certainly very far from being anticipated by many
who were called on to judge the system and to give it their
countenance.

Side by side with this system of Zenana instruction the
girls’ schools which had been started before that system was
evolved have been continued and extended 5 but, benefieinl
as they were, they were quite ineflicient without the Zenana
System, inasmuch as the little girls who had acquired a ecrtain
amount of education in the schools were carricd off ab far too
early an age to the scclusion and ignorance of the Zenana,
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There they found an atmosphere altogether hostile to the
maintenance and development of their education. The elder
ladies, with whom they were brought into contact, were too
often entirely 1gnorant and even despised the education of
which they had none themselves, and the necessity for which
they failed to understand

When these girls were pursued into the Zenanas by the
Zenana teachers, and when the clder ladies themselves were
subjected to the kindly enlightening mfluence of these teachers,
things began ggeatly to improve ; and the progress of education
among the women is much greater than the statistics them-
selves can show. There is great reluctance to make known the
facts connected with Zenana hfe. Perhaps the highest tnbute to
the system which the missionaries introduced was paid when the
Indian gentlemen of Bengal, during my time, urged the Govern-
ment to press forward with female education, and emphatically
declared that the system to be adopted was the system which
the missionaries had proved to be so successful. It is earnestly
to be hoped that the Government will, in the system of aided
female education, give full and fair play to the great missionary
agencies to which the people of India already owe so much.

There was one very melancholy feature of that part of the
recent unrest in Bengal which was tinged with sedition, namely,
that the influence of the ladies of the family was sometimes
exercised against the peace. I do not know that this was by
any means very extensive. I am inclined to think that it
was not; but where it existed it was very strongly marked.
We knew from our secret information that there were some-
times ladies’ meetings held, in which sympathy was extended
even to anarchists who had been guilty of murder, and in
which ladies gathered together in the Zenanas were urged
to do sll that they could to advance the cause of the wicked
and mischievous propaganda.

1 was once talking to a friend of mine who, though & maraber
of what is called the National Congress, was not an extremist;
for he was very clearly of opinion that in the interests of Indis it
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was neeessary for an indefinite period to maintain British rule.
I mentioned to him this information that we had, and he told
me that there was some truth in it. I asked him for an ex-
planation. Ile said that it was due to three causes. First,
there was the generally impressionable character of women,
especially when they were uncducated and unacquainted with
the life of the world. Secondly, there was the natural syimpathy
of a woman with a mother whose son had been laid hold of
by the law for a crime into which he had been led by senti-
ments, however mistaken and perverse, of loye of country,
and by which his life had beeome forfeit to the law. Thirdly,
it was due to forgetfulness of what they owe to the British
Government.  On this Jast point his statement was very strong.

He told me that, though now an elderly man., he remembered
well how his mother and grandmother had impressed on him
in his youth the sense of peace and sceurily which the British
Government had brought to the homes of the peoples how
they spoke wilh strong affeetion of that Government, and of
the great lady who ruled over the British Fipire in her home
across the blaek water.  He also expressed strongly his regrel
thal these memories were passing away, and that misrepre-
sentations of the character and results of British rule were
being introduced into the homes of the people. Noman who
knows anything of human nature generally, or ol humsun
nature in Indin in particular, will fail to realise how great is o
mother’s influence over her children under anything like normal
conditions of family life, and how great is the importance of
scearing that influence in favour of that which is in the highest.
interests of the people. It is one of the saddest faets connected
with the writings of a seditious press, that they are often all
that the son of a proud Hindu mother has to read to her in her
seelusion.  The poison spreads farther and sinks deeper than
we sometimes realise.



CHAPTER IX ‘
GRAIN RIOTS IN THE NAGPUR DISTRICT

of the Nag.pur Distriet, we had grain riots in the city

of Nagpur and in different parts of the District, which
were in their origin and prinecipal features of a somewhat
interesting and instructive nature. There was famine in the
north of the Provinee, that is in the Jubbulpore Division,
as well as in the adjoining parts of the North-west Provinces.
There was no famine in the Nagpur Division, but the prices of
grain were very high. The reason of this was partly the demand
for the export of grain from that part of the Provinee to the
famine-stricken parts, and partly the determination of the
grain merchants to hold up their grain in hope of still
higher prices when the famine elsewhere should have de-
veloped.  There was some distress occasioned by these high
prices. People with fixed incomes found it hard to pur-
chase for themsclves cven the necessaries of life; and there
was a great deal of ill-feeling in the communily against the
grain merchants.

It was ascertained in the inquiries which were made later
that & number of the badmashes* of Nugpur had set them-
selves to foment this ill-fecling and to incite the people to rise
against the grain-sellers and take their stock by force. The
object of these badmashes was to stir up a riot and incite an
attack on the grain merchants’ shops, in the hope that, while
the rioters were possessing themsclves of grain, they might
take advantage of the disturbanc® of the peace to break into

* Badma'ash is a man of evil life, also « habitual criminal,
111

IN the end of September, 1896, when 1 was Commissioner
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the treasuries and securc the bullion and valuables belonging
to the merchants. The rumour was very carcfully and secretly
circulated among the people that the Government would be
favourable to any measure, the object of which was to bring
the grain merchants to their senses. It was stated that the
paternal Government deeply sympathised with the people in
the distress occasioned by high prices, and reprobated the
selfish and unprincipled conduct of the grain merchants in
seeking to make large profits out of the misery of their fellow-
countrymen. The people were told that C‘-m;crmm*nt‘ would
not tolerate any prolonged disturbance, but was quite willing
to have the grain dealers robbed of a eertain amount of their
grain, provided that the disturbance did not last more than
two or three hours, by which time it would be possible to give
them a sound lesson without too seriously injuring then.
These extraordinary statements were received without doubt
by a large number of ignorant persons; and riots in Nagpur city
and in several towns in the Distriet were the result.

On Saturday, 19th September, there was an unimportant
fracas in (he Sanichari Bazar. There were only two policemen
present, and they fled.  The rioters had a noisy quarrel with
the grain-sellers and seized some grain and then dispersed.
The far more important Bazar, the Ttwari* Bazar, was held
on the following day and passed off without disturbance. No
particular importanee was therefore attached by the Distriet
officers to what had oceurred on the Saturday, and it is probable
that the incitements to general rioting were more systematienlly
given after that date, and that Monday, 28th September, was
fixed for simultancous risings throughout the Distriet. 1 was
al the time on a visit to the Bulaghat District of the Division,
where there were some signs of approaching distress.  The
Deputy Commissioner of that District had invited me to come
and consult with him as to the measures to be tuken there.

* Sanichar i Saturdny, and Hwasls Sunday. The basnes are named from the

day on which the weekly market is held or used to be held when the baear was
named.
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The Nagpur District was m the hands of a very junior officer.
Mr. Needham, the permanent incumbent of the office of Deputy
Commissioner, was away on  privilege leave”* As the
vacancy was a very temporary one the senior assistant, Mr.
Blenkinsop, a civilian of about three years standing, had been
placed in charge of the District. He was then a young officer
of great promise, which has since been manifestly fulfilled in
several mportant posts under Government ; and he showed
by his tact and judgment throughout the trying experiences
of the riots that he was even then not unfit for the charge of
an important District at a crtical time.

In consequence of the disturbance on Saturday the 19th,
and of the reports which he received regarding the high prices
of gramn in the Bazar and the consequent irritation of the
people, especially of the Koshiis (or weavers), Mr. Blenkinsop
agreed to meet the merchants and soine leading representatives
of the other classes at the Town IIall on Wednesday, 28rd
September, to discuss the state of affairs. When he reached
the Town Hall he found all the leading Baniyast and about
six or seven hundred people assembled. There was also a very
considerable crowd outside the Hall. The meeting was held in
view of the Budhwarii Bazar which was established in the
open space in front of the Town Hall, and not in the Budhwari
Mahalla§ 1tself. Mr. Blenkinsop, who had previously written
to me for advice on the subject, explained that he as the
representative of Government could not interfere with trade;
. but he suggested that it might be well for both parties to
appoint representatives and discuss the matter with a view to
an amicable understanding. 'This was done, and certain rates °
were voluntarily fixed for that day. Every one seemed satisfied
with this voluntary arrangement, and the Bazar passed off
without any sign of trouble.

The srrangement did not, however, work well for more -tm

# v Pylvilege leave ” is short leave or holiday on full pay. |
is & sboplkeaper, usuglly a grain-dealon,

imhqmwum
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a day or two. Complaints were soon heard that the middle
men were not adhering to the prices that had heen fixed and
were also adulterating their grain, and wetting it. These com-
plaints were submitted to the Deputy Commissioner personally,
and by post to myself. I had seen Mr. Chitnavis, C.LE., Presi-
dent of the Municipality, and one or two other leading citizens,
and we had consulted as to the best means of relicving such
distress as existed, and allaying irritation.

The native gentlemen generally advoeated the compulsory
reduction of rates by Government, and the prohibition of the
export of grain. They were told that such meéasures, though
certainly consistent with oriental ideas, were entirely opposed
to the policy of Government, and could not he adopted. We
discussed the propriety of having reliel works for those who
could not earn enough to secure the necessaries of life at eurrent
prices 3 but the unanimous opinion of our Indian advisers
was that there was no such distress as to require this measure,
and that those who were most diseontented would certainly not
come to the reliel works. It was ullimately decided by the
Deputy Commissioner, in consultalion with his Tndinn advisers,
to hold a small mecting of the leading eitizens and merchants
on Monday, the 28th, to discuss the matter after further inquiry
and consideration. I was informed of this decision and agreed
to be present at the proposed mecting. X therefore returned to
head-quarters on Saturday, 26th September.

On the morning of the following day the Tabsildar informed
the Deputy Commissioner that irritation was very acute, and
that disorder was apprehended at the Itwarlh Bazar, At
breakfast the Deputy Commissioner reecived a letter from Me,
Chitnavis, saying that the grain merehants had abstained
from opening their shops in the Hwart Bazar, and that there
was mueh discontent in consequence. No doubt the merchants
were afraid of violenee 5 but their action inereased the irvitation
of the people by making it impossible for them to seeure the
neeessary supplies of grain. A good number of people eame to
the Depuly Commissioner’s house along with the letter. Mr,
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Chitnavis suggested that the Municipal Commuttee might buy
grain and sell 1t to the people There had also been a proposal
that some well-to-do merchants should bring in large consign-
ments of grain and try to break up the alleged combination
of gran-sellers to raise prices and to keep them high. In his
letter, Mr. Chitnavis said that he would await the Deputy
Commissioner’s reply at the Town Hall, which was about
two miles from the Deputy Commissioner’s house. Mr. Blen-
kinsop went down as soon as he could ; but Mr. Chitnavis had
gone home to preakfast.

News was brought to Mr. Blenkinsop at the Town Hall that
there was a threatening of gram looting at the Budhwari
Mahalla, where there was no open Bazar that day, but where
there were many important merchants’ houses and shops.
He rode off 1 that dircction with the City Superintendent of
Police. They learned, however, that the rioters had moved off
towards the Itwari Bazar, the unopened shops in which were
understood to be full of grain which had been brought in for
that day’s market. They thercfore pushed on to that Bazar.
When they got there, they were met by an angry crowd demand-

+ing that grain should be supplied. They had come to the
Bazar to buy, and there was no grain on sale. Mr. Blenkinsop
despatched a messenger to the District Superintendent of
Police to bring up some of the Special Reserve Police to protect
the Bazar, and, meanwhile, he promised the people that he
would try to make arrangements to have grain in the market
by 4 p.m. if they would have patience. This promise was
undoubtedly required, for there was no grain available. It was
also quite a reasonable promise ; for the merchants professed
themselves to be quite willing to bring grain if they were
protected from violence. It was because they had heard very
credible rumours of an intention to plunder the Bazar that they
had not opened their shops.

It was very much to be regretted that, instead of adopting
this course, which they must have known to be likely to cause
intense public irritation, they did not inform the Deputy
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Commissioner of the rumour and of their intention. Owing to
their failure to do so, he had no chance of taking the necessary
precautions to prevent lawlessness. The police were too remiss
or too sympathetic with the people to give any warning. It
is a very striking thing how often in India scrious trouble
may be brewing without any onc going out of his way to inform
the authoritics. Ixperience of this kind was met with in
the north of India during the cow-killing riots, in Behar during
the tree-marking disturbances, and in Lower Bengal during the
incidents of the boyeott movement.  Furopean officers and
their most Lrustworthy Indian subordinates of superior rank
require themselves to live among the people and in close touch
with them, if they are to be ready for any mischicf that may
arise.

Some time after Mr. Blenkinsop had reached the Iwari
Bazar a large crowd, headed by three or four young men
brandishing lathis * marched into the Bazar, down the main
road through the city. On finding the Deputy Commissioner
there, these lathiyals T lowered their elubs and appeared to mix
with the crowd. Mr. Blenkinsop remained patiently at the
Ttwari Police oulpost, awniting the arrival of the Distriet
Superintendent. of  Police, The latter oflicer, Mr. Stuart,
arrived soon after 3 pan. with aboul twenty of the Reserve
Police.  Before it wis possible to begin sales, however, news
was brought that plundering had begun in the Shukrwari}
Bazar ; and Mr. Blenkinsop sent Mr. Stuart there with some
of the Reserve men, remaining himself to maintain order in the
Itwari Bazar. At the sumne time, he sent me a note suggesting
that troops might be culled out to maintain order. I did not
reccive this note until hours later, when I was myscll at work
suppressing the disorder in the Shukrwari Bazar. Mr. Blenkin-
sop did not think then that the people in the Itwari Bazar
would procced to extreme measures ; for they had listened to

* Liithi is a heavy club often mounted nnd weighted with smetal,
1 Lathiyal is a smnn armed with a club, generndly aprofessionnd ruflian.
+ Shukrewir is Friday.
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him quietly, and had apparently accepted lus advice to exercise
a httle patience. Soon afterwards he received a report to the
effect that there was a rising 1n the Budhwari Mahalla, and that
the City Superintendent had been killed. The latter statement
was not frue; but it was true that there was serious rioting
at Budhwari. He therefore sent a messenger direct to the
Fort urging the immediate despatch of a detachment of Madras
Infantry to his assistance.

Meanwhile, at 8.80 p.m. a messenger had come to me from
Mr. Chitnavig, with a hurried note saymg that there were
crowds of disconiented and riotous persons led by lathiyals
threatening to plunder the town, and that lus own house was
in danger. At the same time several grain merchants from the
town drove at express speed into my compound with the
information that the city people had risen against the mer-
chants. At that moment I was tulking to Mr. Coxon, Deputy
Commissioner of Chanda, and Mr. Mitchell, Inspector of Schools,
who were in Nagpur at a Conference, and were staying at my
house. They offered to come with me to the city, which was
about two miles distant. We started as soon as my wagonnette
could be got ready, for only two of my horses had returned from
camp. On the way we met Chuni Lall (the Agent of Rai
Bahadur Bansilal Abirchand, the great Kamptee banker)
in a pony tongs, Seth Agyaram’s messenger in a carriage, and
several other terrified merchants, who told us that the shops
in New Shukrwari Bazar were being broken into, that the
police had fled, and that the whole of that part of the city was
in the hands of a mob led by lathiyals and badmashes. This
Bazar is the richest in Nagpur and contains the business
residences of some of the most important money-lenders and
grain dealers. It was evident that there was a rising of somw
importance in the city.

I tumed into the Bank of Bengal, which we were just
passing. It lies at the foot of the hill on which the Sitabaldi
Fort stands, about half a mile From the Commissioner's old
house, end between it and' the city. There I wrots a note to



118 GRAIN RIOTS IN

Licutenant Jeffeout, in command of the detachment of Madras
Infantry, to send down nmen to my assistance at onee. We then
drove on to the cily as fast as we could, leaving the troops to
follow. At the end of the new Shukrwari road, as we entered the
city by the Juma Darwaza,® soon after 4 pan. we found o small
body of about twelve or sixteen unarmed Indian police huddled
together in terror. The road was erowded with a vast concourse
of people, among whom could be seen men avmed with Iathis.
I inquired where the Deputy Commissioner was, and was in-
formed that he was with the District Superinteadent of Police
in the Itwari Dazar dealing with a similar risine there, 1
left 2 note with one constable for Licutenant Jeffeont asking
him to send half of his ren on to the Deputy Commissioner,
and hall into the Shukrwari Bazar after me. 1 then shouted
to the police, so that many of the people heard me, informing
thern that the military were on their way to the city, and order-
ing them to form up behind me and follow my earriage at the
double.

I drove my carringe at full speed down the street to shere
the shops had bheen broken into and were being plundered,
The crowd, in a somewhat friendly manuer, opened out before
us,  Many of them recognised me and saluted quite respeet-
fully, even some of those who were earrying away little bundles
of grain.  Mceting with no resistanee, we were soon al the
grain merchants’ quarter. We found the shops broken open, the
doors even smashed off their hinges, the rioters in undisputed
possession, and some of the shops completely plundered. The
work of spoliation was making rapid progress when we arrived,
The rioters thought that we had a large foree behind us, for
the information I had given to the police spread like wild fire.
We leaped from the earringe and rushed into severnl shops
which were entirely in the hands of the looters,  Wherever
we appeared panie scized them.  We knocked down o munber
of the ringleaders, tied them up in their own pagaris § and

* Juneii is the Mubammadan name for Friday,  Darwaza menns gate (or dour),
4 Paggar is a Jong cloth wound round the head, a turbaa,
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deposited them 1n the strong room of a shop, in custody of
some of the police until assistance should arrive. The noise
in the strect prevented people in one shop knowing what was
being done 1n another, and we had forty or fifty prisoners by
the time assistance came. At least onc half of these were
ringleaders armed with lathis, and carrymng not gramn, but
bullion and jewels as their booty. All of them were strong,
well-nourished men. By this time we had emptied the shops
of the looters and closed them, and were proceeding to clear
the strect.

Meanwhile, Mr. Stuart, who had been sent by the Deputy
Commussioner to this Bazar, arrived. We made over charge
of the prisoners to him, and as there had been no signs of
organised resistance we determined to leave him there and
push on to the help of the Deputy Commissioner. As soon,
however, as we had turned to go, a determined attack was
made by the street rioters on the District Superintendent. We
fortunately heard the alarm and turned back. We fastened
the prisoners to cach other by their own head-dresses and by
ropes, and then fastened the foremost of them to the carriage.
We directed about half a dozen of the small force of Reserve
Police to remain as a guard in Shukrwari, and the rest (about
six men) to follow close behind the prisoners with fixed bayonets
and loaded rifles; and in this order we drove off to the Kot-
wali.* The crowd opened up to make way for my wagonette
and the strange procession of prisoners, whom the wagonette
in front and the armed police behind kept at a smart trot all
the way.

The Kotwali was not far from the Shukrwari Bazar, and
we soon deposited our prisoners in the cells, from whence they
were removed the next day to the Central Jail under charge
of & military escort. By this time it was about 5 p.m., and the
men of the Madras Infantry, who had started with grest
promptitude, under Captain Jeflcoat, joined us here, While

* The Kotwal is the Chief Police Officer of the city ; and the Kotwall Is his
office,

'
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we were putting our prisoners in the cells we received news
that a mob led by lathiyals was marching on Mr. Chitnavis’
house. We left some of the Madras Infantry men to guard
the Kotwali, and took as many as we could (about a dozen)
in my wagonette. I requested Licutenant Jeffeoat, meanwhile,
to march directly to the relief of the Deputy Commissioner.
We drove off straight to the Shukrwarl Bazar as fast as my
horses could gallop.  The sight of the Sepoys with us was,
however, quite enough, and we only saw the mob disperse wid
the lathiyals vanish. o

We left a few of our men as a guard at Mr. Chitnavis’ house
and went the shortest way to the Itwart Bazar. We lound that
organised looting had started there, about hall an hour before
our arrival, The Deputy Commissioner had not sufficient foree
to prevent it. throughout the Bazar, though he had kept the
peace at the part where he was.  While he kept the peace in
one place the plunderers were at work in another. The lenders
were armed with lathis and house-breaking instruments, but
only a few shops had been opened. We passed into the Bazar
Just ahead of Licutenant Jeffeoat and his men. We formed
up all together, rushed the Bazar and arrested some ring-
leaders, The police, seeing that they had European officers
with them and that the troops were elose behind, soon quelled
the disturbance without any bloodshed.

There was, however, a grave risk that the rioters, whoses
defeat had been due to panie, might rally and give very serious
trouble. No one who has scen the large bodies of men armed
with lathis, who were the main agents in the disturbances, or
the sympathetic attitude assumed for the most part by the
crowd, could have doubted that the danger was deeidedly
serious.  We therefore asked Licutenant Jeffeont to send as
many men as he could spare of the Lancashire regiment, n
small detachment of which was at the Fort, to assist in main-
taining the peace of the city. He sent us twenty-five men.
These were kepl at the Kotwali as a reserve and to gunrd
the prisoners, who now numbered nincty men.  The men of
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the Madras Infantry detachment were picketed in the principal
markets for the night. No further looting occurred.

On Monday morning disturbances broke out in various parts
of the city, and mobs armed with lathis were seen to be ready
for mischief. Meanwhile, if the outbreak had been renewed, it
would, in all probability, have been more scrious than be-
fore. The mob would have come prepared to resist. Mr.
Blenkinsop therefore asked Major Graves and Captamm Bid-

~ duiph to bring out such of the Bengal Nagpur Railway Rifles
and Nagpur Vjluntcer Rufles respectively as they could. These
were sent down most promptly to assist us. At the same time
Mr. Blenkinsop, with my concurrence, telegraphed to Kamptee
to the General Officer commanding the District to send some
men of the Lancashire regiment and of the Madras Infantry
to relieve the men from Sitabaldi, whom it was undesirable
to keep away from the Fort. Patrols moved about the city all
night ; the mob was overawed, and all remained quiet. On
Tuesday we sent back the European troops and Volunteers, and
retained only a few of the Native Infantry as guards in the
principal Bazars, with & reserve at the Kotwali. From this
time there was no ranewal of the disturbance. All was quiet
in the city.

The main causes d the disturbance were undoubtedly: (1)
the discontented state of the Koshti* population, whom the
mills had depwived 6f & great part of the profits of their own
peculiar calling, and who did not readily turn to any other;
(8) the rise in prices twing to the want of rain and the demand
for food grains feom the North-Western Provinces and parts
of Bengal ; (8) the export of grain which led the people to fear
that there would scom be no grain at all in Nagpur; and(&}f
the efforts of the dadmashes to fan the flame of resenty ‘
against the grain-gellers and rich merchants, so as to gl
thernseives an opportunity for robbery, It was very WINNS .
to find oa later inquiry thes the principal prhmw
were all of bad character, some of them having vevarsl rvians

* The Hoshif anets is thi great weariog cashe of fhe Malirintitiod:

-«
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convictions against them, and that one of the principal pro-
moters of the disturbance was an ill-conditioned distant relative
of the old Bhonsla family of Nagpur, who was well known for
encouraging crime and reaping profit from it.

On the whole, the rioters were to all appearance fairly
well nourished.  There was no exeeptional distress in the town.
Attention had been drawn very particularly to destitate
people from distant famine-stricken parts of the country passing
through the town; but there was no local distress of aserns
ceptional character, and nothing that private guarity was un-
able fully to meet.  Almost all the arrests made in pulting
down the riots were of able-bodied and well-fed men, mainly
Koshtis, low-class Mussulmans, and professional bad charae-
ters. There were many poor people and women following in the
wake of these, but we drove them away without arresting
them.  The rioters were mainly ill-disposed persons hent on
plunder.  But for the prompt action of the military authorities,
and the fact that the eivil officers engaged in restoring peace
were gencrally well known and popular among the people,
there would undoubtedly have been determined vesistanee and
probably considerable Toss of life.  As it was, there was really
very little violenee. Not a shot was fired or @ hayonet used.
The only death that occurred was that of an old and feeble
grain merchunt, who was scized by o fit owing to his terror, and
passed away.  Our sudden arrival on the seene, speedily
followed by the troops, ereated o panie and quelled the dis-
turbance in the city in an ineredibly short spuace of time.

Although it was promptly quelled in the eity, however, the
disturbance spread to surrounding villages,  There seems little
doubt, indeed, as subsequent inquiry showed, that plans were
made for a simultancous rising in several towns on o later day
in the week, and that the rising in the cily on the Sunday was
fortunately premature. When T was in the Kotwali shortly
after noon on Monday, news was brought of shops being
plundered in Paldi, o beautiful old villuge of considerable
wealth, about three or four miles along the Greal Fastern Road.
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I started off at once with a small body of Bengal Nagpur Rail-
way Rifles; but we were too late to prevent the plundering of
the shops of onc or two Marwar: grain merchants, and unfor-
tunately as we had no mounted troops or police we were un-
able to follow the rioters across country. This was the only
serious plundering that occurred near Nagpur. There was
also an attempt to plunder the Bazar in Kamptee, which was
frustrated by the military authorities.

Qn\'llug;dei the 20th, a telegram from the Tahsildar of
Ramtek, a sufdivision about twenty-seven miles from Nagpur,
was reccived about noon at the Kotwali, reporting a rising
there with serious danger to the Government Treasury. Mr.
Cleveland, the Commissioner of Excise, was with the Deputy
Commissioner and me at the time. He kindly consented to go
off to Ramtek at once with any mounted men that the
General Officer commanding at Kamptee could spare. A
telegram was at once despatched to that officer, who placed
twenty-five men from the Battery at our disposal. This
he did, no doubt, with the more alacrity, because there
were then one or two European officers and ladies taking
a holiday at the beautiful Bungalow on the top of Ramtek
Hill.

Kamptee lies on the way to Ramtek, and Mr. Cleveland,
who had driven out in my dogeart, found the men ready with
an empty saddle for himself, and before night he was clearing
the streets of Ramtek of the rioters. He found that the town
had been entirely in the hands of a mob of some fifteen hundred
persons. The attack on the shops had been deliberately planned.
Their doors had been broken open and in some cases removed
bodily. They had been plundered of grain, sugar, oil and
money. The police had been unable to repress disorder, and
the merchants had been panic-stricken and unable to defend
their property. Nineteen ringleaders were quietly srrested,
some of whorn were prepared for further action next day., More
arrests were made subsequently. , Cleveland summarily
punished some of the less important riotﬂs, and kept the rest
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for more severe punishment afterwards. Amongst the arrests
made were two Tahsili Chaprasis.®

Similar risings occurred at practically the same lime in
Khapa, Umrer, Katol, and other towns of the distriet, and
officers of different departments were despatehed with police
officers in tongast to restore peace. Some well-to-do people
were among the ringleaders.  In Khapa two members of the
Municipal Committee were amongst those arrested for having
incited the mob and led them in their plundering, mdhic g
sent out were instructed to arrest the ringleadgs in the riots,
and either to punish them summarily or to reserve them for
punishment ; to direet the police to take special precautions
against plundering in the Bazars; Lo urge the madguzars {or
village head men) and villagers 1o defend their property,
and espeeially their seed grain; and to do all they eould
to restore order and counfidence. No doubt the rioting in
the interior of the district was partly planned beforehand,
and partly due to exaggerated and  coloured reports of
what had oceurred in Nagpur.  The people were generally
alarmed, and the ill-disposed were encouraged in Luwless-
ness.

The subordinate police failed in their duty in ol giving
warning of what. was about to oceur, and were quite inadequate
to suppress the disturbanees. They were ignorant of what
was about to oceur, or perhaps somewhat sympathetio. They
were wanting in courngre, and not unfavourable to the rioters. 1t
is very seldom that the police fail in this way ; bul the cir-
cumstances were such as fully to explain in the Buast the
rapidity with which disorder spread, and the measure of difli-
culty that was found in restoring the peace.  The sudden raid
of Mr. Clevelund on Ramtek with a body of mounted Furopean
troops removed the impression that these plunderers could
comuit crimes with impunity in the remoter parts of the
District, and the visit of Eurgpean officers to all parls of the

* (huprds is o budge. A ehapraasi s an orderly or messenger,
t "Tongu (or Lenge) is a light two-wheeled curt deawn by ponies or bullocks,
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District had an excellent effect. No plundering worth men-
tioning occurred after the 80th.

It was somewhat painful to sce how thoroughly panie-stricken
the most respectable people of Nagpur, and especially the
merchants, were in presence of these disturbances. One does
not blame them for some anxicty, for the aspect of the mob
was undoubtedly at times very serious ; but what surprises one
is that there was hardly any real attempt made by any one

end bis property where the riots occurred. This 1s due,
Mﬁt, to a certam want of courage and vigour on
the part of these classes in India generally, and also, and
even more, to their distinetly law-abiding character, the
objection, if not fear, that they have to take the law into their
own hands, and the natural inclination to look to the Govern-
ment for protection. This is a featurc of Indian life that we
have to take into account at every turn. I1f we want the peace
to be maintained we must maintain it ourselves.

Sometimes we do succeed in getting men to defend themselves
against dacoits* and robbers; but as a rule they look to us in
every respect for their defence. There are always some dis-
tinguished exceptions, and there were some on this occasion.
I well remember several Indisn gentlemen to whom public
acknowledgment was made of their plucky and devoted
assistance. Two of these especially recur to my mind, both
of them Brahmans from the Bombay side, Rao Bshadur
Bhargo Rao, an Extra Assistant Commissioner, and Rao
Bahsdur Bapurao Dads, s leading legal practitioner and
Vice-President of the Municipality. These two men and others
were present throughout the riotous scenes in the city, did
their best to keep the people quiet and to restore order, and
were indefatigsble in the assistance they rendered to their
Emropesn brother officers and friends. It is well worthy of
record that neither of them suffered in the least, either in his
profession. or in his social popularity, by the vigour, and Jogsity
which he displayed. ¢

* Daovkt {or dabaid) is & metuber of & bend of whbdim.



CHAPTER X
THE KHOND RISING IN KALAHANDI

IEN the territories of Nagpur eame |m ruie,
owing fo the failure of Rajah Raghoji Bhonsla 1o
adopt an heir, it was determined by the Government
of India to form o new Non-regulation Provinee consisting of
these territories with the addition of eerlain adjoining traets,
This Provinee was called * the Central Provinees,” and was
formed by the union of the old Nagpur Provinee and fhe Sangor
and Nerbudda Territories, 1t ineluded the Vindhyan table-land
Distriets, the Nerbudda Distriets with their rreal whent-feld,
the Nagpur plain with its colton and viee, sind the Chhattisgarh
Division, & low plitenu of red soil forming the Districts of
Raipur and Bilaspur, 1o which was added the Uriyac Distriet of
Sambalpur. OF this Division T was appointed Commissioner in
1888, in succession Lo my old friend Mr. J. W, Chisholn, who
had been Settlement Officer of the Bilaspur District, and,
therefore, knew that. Distriet ns infimately as it was possible for
any man to know his charge.  He had also, as is the manner
of men trained in the Settlement school, n very intimate
knowledge of the vernacular dialeets of that. part of the country,
a great beliel in moving about among the villages in earmp, and
a thorough and sympathetic aequaintance with the prople.
The Chhattisgarh Division consisted of two great parts, the
one being the British territory consisting of the three Distriets
above named, and the other the Feudatory Tervitories of four-
teen ruling Chiefs, ench of whom was then nominally attached for
purposes of supervision to one®or other of these three Districts,
The arca of the British territory  was 25,000 sequare miles,

16



THE KHOND RISING 127

and that of the fourteen Feudatory States 26,000 square miles.
There were no railways in those days over any part of the
Duvision, the only railway communication being a narrow-gauge
line, opened about five years earlier, between Raj-Nandgaon
(the capital of the Feudatory State of Nandgaon, which is in the
extreme west of the Chhattisgarh Division) and Nagpur the
capital of the Province. The whole of this vast territory of over
50,000 square miles was, thercfore, under the sole charge of
he Commussioner of Chhattisgarh, assisted by three District
Mll cvents occurred which led to the appointment
of a political officer to the charge of the Feudatory States.
The Division was then remote and backward, sparsely populated
for the most part, and httle known. It was spoken of in 1866 by
Sir Richard Temple, the first Cluef Commussioner of the Central
Provinees, as *“the trackless wilderness of Chhattisgarh » ;
and he justly prided himself on having made the first road
with any right to claim such a name running from West to East,
that is, continuing the Nagpur-Raipur road down to Sambalpur,
a hundred and sixty miles off,
It was impossible for any of the District Magistrates or
* Deputy Commussioners ” to become acquainted with the real
condition of things in the Feudatory States attached to his
District, if he was effectively to do his duty and discharge his
responsibility as Magistrate of the British District committed
to his charge; and it was equally impossible for the Com-
missioner to do more than pay a flying visit to a few out of the
fourteen Native States in the course of each year. The result
was that, although & good deal was known of these States in a
general way, there was little intimate acquaintance with them.
The Chiefs, indeed, not infrequently came up to the head-
quarters of the District to which they were attached, and of
the Division itself, to meet the Commissioner or Deputy Com-
missioner and talk over things with him in a friendly way., But
on the whole the administration of the Feudatory States was
unsystematic and not very effective ; and what the people had
of comfort and fairly satisiactory administration was due rather
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to the remoteness of the jungle villages, the simplicity of their
manners, and the smallness of their requirements, than to any
other cause.

At the time when the Central Provinces came under our
rule, the present clearly defined distinction between Feuda-
tories and Zamindars did not exist. All the petty chieftains of
Chhattisgarh constituted a great class of more or less inde-
pendent rulers. Their powers and privileges were by no means
equal. These depended largely on the degree of remoteness of
the territory of the chief in each case from the ce Dfre of=Gvereign
authority at Nagpur; but the States were ail alike in this,
that while the most important of them was not wholly outside
of the authority of the permanent power, the least important
was not in every respect subject to that authority. When the
authority of the British Government was established in these
tracts the chieftains were divided into Feudatory Chiefs and
Zamindars, according to the degree of their powers, as far as
these could be ascertained by the inquiries instituted under
the orders of Sir Richard Temple, and also personally under-
taken by him with his usual energy.

The Feudatory Chiefs were left to rule their States. The more
remote among them, having been the most powerful, were
given authority subject only to the condition that they
should generally administer their States under the supervision,
and subject to the advice, of the Chief Commissioner of the
Central Provinces, and especially that they should not execute
any sentence of death without his sanction. The western and
smaller States had similar authority ; but in the exercise of
their criminal powers any sentence of over seven years’ im-
prisonment required the confirmation of British authority.
The authority of all the Chiefs was thus to a greater or less
degree politically circumseribed and controlled ; but from
the point of view of the law their independence is practically
absolute, and they are not British subjects.

The ordinary Zamindars,~on the other hand, are British
subjects, though as a class they have special privileges. Owing-
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to the exigences of the administration they were long allowed
a number of extraordinary privileges, some of which appear at
first sight incompatible with the position of an ordinary British
subject , but 1t is noteworthy that, whenever attention has
been drawn (as 1n the matter of polic€ and excise) to the fact
that any such privilege was mconsistent with the due adminis-
tration of the law, 1t has invariably been held that 1t must be
either withdrawn or legalised. The whole question of the
dalion these two classes of Chiefs to the Government
was generallh decided in Sir Richard Temple’s time on the
principle indicated above, namely, that one clear line of demar-
cation was drawn between those who on account of thewr high
powers and privileges under native rule should be regarded as
more or less mdependent rulers, under the general control of
therr feudal superior, and those who, though possessing cer-
tain special privileges, were not rulers at all ; but details were
worked out, and have continued to be worked out, in accord-
ance with any later light thrown on the matter and the
developing requirements of the case.

As I have said, the authority and control of the British
Government over the mternal administration of the Native
States was exercised through the Commuissioner of the Division
and the Deputy Commussioner of the District, until certain
events which occurred in 1878 and 1879. On the 1st January,
1877, Lord Lytton’s great Imperial Durbar was held at Delhi
for the proclamation of Queen Victoria as Empress of India.
The native chiefs, small and great, from all parts of India were
mvited to be present at this Durbar ; and Chhattisgarh chiefs
went up to Delh1 with the rest.

Various honours were distributed at Delhi amongst the
chiefs, and the Chhattisgarh Chief selected for distinction Wils
the Ea;ah of Kalahandi. His 1s a somewhat mportaﬁt s

He himself was a man of excellent manners, SH6E.
more capaczty and education than the Chiefs of | ﬂ-,{-.; 13
generally possesse& He was a‘man who, on thé+
well ; andhe*ﬁa& Somé idea of admmmabbff"‘ a‘g&at
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desire to improve the status and develop the revenue of his
State. He was believed to have administered it well, and he
was recommended for the honour of a salute of nine guns; to
which honour none of the Chiefs of Chhattisgarh had up to
that time been entitled. The recommendation was accepted,
and the honour bestowed.

It was not long after this that the Rajah died, and Mr.
Frederick Berry, of the Indian Civil Service, was appointed
to go down and inquire into the circumstances of-the State~
and report what measures should be taken foreits Bdminis-
tration during the minority of the heir. Immediately on
the death of the Rajah, whose personal influence seems to
have been great, and just as Mr. Berry was taking over
charge of the State, a deplorable insurrection occurred.

Subsequent inquiry showed that the measures in the Rajah’s
administration which led up to this rising had been of some
standing. The cause of the rising was the despair and rage
with which the simple Khonds, who had been the pioneer
cultivators of the soil in certain parts of Kalahandi, found
themselves over-reached and superseded by a far more efficient
. class of agriculturists, known as the Kultas. The Khonds
are a hardy, war-like race of men, well accustomed to jungle
life. Their pluck in the presence of wild beasts and their skill
as hunters are well known ; but their style of agriculture is
primitive and desultory. They were quite content to live in
the simplest manner and from hand to mouth, doing only as
much as the necessities of the hour seemed to demand.

The Kultas, on the other hand, were very successful agri-
culturists of somewhat timid character and of frugal habits.
They were naturally in many respects much more desirable
tenants than the Khonds. They were more easily squeezed in
the matter of rents, so long as the squeezing was done some-
what judiciously ; and they were able themselves to get a
great deal more out of the land. The Rajah therefore en-
couraged them, and gradually the Khonds found themselves
ousted from the possession of their old villages and fields by



A RaJAH ON HIS JOURNEY



IN KALAHANDI 181

these interlopers of superior agricultural capacity. This led to
a strong agrarian hatred and jealousy.

In the middle of May, 1878, a meeting was held at Balwaspur,
which was attended by a large number of the leading Khonds.
They determined unanimously to massacre the Kultas. From
natural reverence for their Chief, whom they indeed wor-
shipped as an embodiment of the Divinity, they had been
prevented from entertaining or manifesting any personal
animosity against him; but they planned to attack the Euro-
pean Superintendent of the State, Mr. Berry, and either murder
him or at least restrain him from interference with their de-
signs to wreak their vengeance on the Kultas themselves. They
swore to carry out these designs, and kissed the sacrificial
tangi (or axe) in token of their resolve.

The execution of this purpose was remitted to the various
representatives that each might carry it out in his own neigh-
bourhood. The result was that over a hundred Kultas were
murdered, and many more would have perished but for the
prompt measures taken by the Government and on the spot
by Mr. Berry, who acted under the supervision and with the
support of Col. Ward, Commissioner of the Division, and
dispersed the armed bands of Khonds and rescued the captured
Kultas. _

In the village of Ka]am%aon twenty Kultas were murdered.
This is a typical case, and the circumstances may be related.
Four days after the meeting above referred to, news was
received in Kalamgaon of the murder of Ishwar Gaontiya of
Asargarh, a leader of the Kultas; and his fellow caste-men were
filled with alarm and prepared to flee. They found, however,
that they were surrounded by armed Khonds, chiefly belonging
to their own and the neighbouring villages. They were cap-
tured and huddled together in a house in the village, which
was guarded all night. Besides placing a strong guard on the
house, the leading Khonds present promised that, though the
Kultas might be deprived of thelr ill-gotten lands and wealth,
their lives would be spared. Next morning the number of
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Khonds had largely increased. The number of Kulta prisoners,
mecluding women and children, was about forty

Early on the morning of the 20th May the leading Khonds
came in and demanded the surrender of all the property
that the Kultas had. When this had been given up, the
Khonds prepared to remove their prisoners from the house.
The latter, who were now convinced that their lives would
be taken, tried to hide themselves where they could, but
one after another they were pulled from their hiding-places and
hurried outside. Here they found hundreds of Khonds collected,
armed with axes and bows and arrows. The wretched prisoners
fell at the feet of the leading Khonds and begged them to spare
their hives; but they were told that none of the men among
them would be spared In the confusion one or two men did
succeed 1n effecting an escape to the hills, and their story was
told before Col Ward when he made a judicial mquiry mto
the circumstances The women, however, and most of the
children were spared The harrowing details of what followed
were furmshed to Col. Ward by the bereaved women and by
the Khond prisoners themselves; for the latter were far too
simple to deny thewr guilt, and gave what were shown to be
clear and accurate accounts of what had occurred

Twenty Kultas were murdered in cold blood There may
have been more, but twenty murders were proved. One old
Kulta who had got a httle way out of the thickest of the
confusion was discovered by some of the Khonds. He came
towards the foremost among their leaders in an attitude of
supplication, holding grass m his mouth as a token of abject
submission. The fierce Khond struck off the old man’s head
with one stroke of his axe and filled a small vessel he carried
with the blood. This he mtended to pour upon some of the
fields belongng to himself and some of his friends, as an
offerng to the earth to secure her bountiful response to their
agricultural efforts The other men were not murdered at
once; but the leading Khonds from the various villages
which they represented were allowed to select wictims, who



IN KALAHANDI 133

were lewpaay in different directions to be slaughtered in these
villages.

One woman, Musamat Sari, the widow of one of the murdered
Kultas, thus described the capture of herself and family, and
the events which followed : “ My boy Madho was carrying a
Banghy * on his shoulder ; my husband was carrying our little
girl; and my brother-in-law had a basket of our goods. I was
also carrying a little girl. We were running away from our
village of Kalamgaon, when we were surrounded by several
Khonds, led by Ude Khond, all of whom were armed with axes.
They seized all the things we had with us which they thought
worth taking; and we were separated and taken in different
directions, two or three men going with each of us. We begged
for our lives ; but the men said they were going to kill all the
Kulta men, and that I would not see my son or my husband
again. Afterwards I heard that they had taken my husband
to Billaikoni and killed him there in the idol’s shrine. When
the men had been carried off the man Ude came to me and asked
me what I had in my basket. In hopes that he would save my
boy, I gave him two saris,T some silver jewels, a silver waist-
belt, Rs.108 in cash, and some other things. I gave them to
him, and implored him to save my boy ; but he took them all
and ran away ; and my boy was killed.

““ Not knowing what to do, I returned to the village; but the
Khonds turned me out saying I was not to go crying about the
place ; so I wentaway to the nullah.f Towards night I returned,
but they again turned me out, saying that the widows would not
be allowed to remain in the village. I got shelter for the night
in one of the tolas.§ I never saw my husband or my boy again.
When my boy was taken away to be killed my two other little
children were taken from me, but they were afterwards re-
covered by the Tahsildar of Bhawani Patna. Being very young
girls they had not been killed.”

* A bamboo pole, with a bundle at each end, carried across the shoulder.
1 A sari is a woman’s dress or shawz.

1 A nullah is the bed of a stream or the stream itself.

§ A tola is the hamlet attached to a village.
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This 1s a sad story told in simple language, with no attempt
to enlarge on the miserable details. The widow simply tells
how she and her family were inteicepted 1n therr panic-stricken
fhght ; how the httle property they had hurriedly put togethe:
was offered 1in van as the ransom of her son’s Iife; how her
husband and son were carried off from before her eyes and killed ;
and how she was not even allowed to weep for them It would
be hard indeed to find a record of greater barbarity, more con-
temptuous ill-faith, and more 1uthless cruelty ; but practically
the same story was 1epeated 1 every case that came before
the courts m reference to the murder of the Kultas m this
rising. It will be observed also that the woman particularly
mentioned that her husband was killed m the shrine of the 1dol
of the village to which he was taken This was characteristic
of the nsing, and was a detail established m almost all the
cases.

The rising was not only agraran, 1t was also partly animated
by superstition and religious fanaticism. The old ceremonies
connected with human saciifice which had been common among
the Khonds m former days, and had been put down with
difficulty by officers of the British Government some years
before, were revived in connection with this rismg The men
were murdered solemnly n cold blood, after having been duly
anointed and prepared for sacrifice The huge and terrible
sacrificial axe was ordinarily used ; and the murderers struggled
to dip their axes n the blood, and to secure small fragments of
the bodies of their victims to bury in their fields as an offering
to the powers of the earth. These details are given to mdicate
the character of the rising  As has been already stated, about
one hundred Kultas were proved to have been murdered n this
way ; and there were no doubt many more whose cases did not
come before the Commissioner and Supermtendent of the
State (Mr Berry) for inquiry.

The Khonds determined to attack the camp of the Super-
mntendent, who was marching through the State accompanied
only by a small body of police A large number of Khonds set
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out to attack his camp and take it by surprise. They were
fortunately met by Gopinath Guru, who had been appointed
to the post of Tahsildar of Bhawani Patna, the head-quarters
subdivision of the State. This gentleman was an Uriya Brah-
man of the highest caste, and of priestly sanctity. He had
been an officer of the British District of Sambalpur, and was
selected on account of his administrative capacity and high
character for the important post to which he had been ap-
pointed under Mr. Berry. He was a man of distinguished cour-
age and resource as well as of high probity.

When he met this armed band of Khonds he was a few miles
distant from the camp of Mr. Berry. As soon as they came
in sight, he suspected that they intended to attack that camp.
He had with him an orderly mounted on a pony. He im-
mediately dispatched this man to Mr. Berry’s camp to warn
him, and meantime he went out with great courage to meet the
Khonds and hold them in parley. During that parley he ob-
served that several of them kept their bows with their poisoned
arrows on the string, ready to loose the fatal shafts at him should
he attempt to leave them. He asked them what their intentions
were; and they told him that they were going to the camp of
the Superintendent Sahib to take him in charge and prevent
him from interfering with their vengeance on the Kultas.

He endeavoured to dissuade them from this purpose and from
their murderous designs, the folly as well as the wickedness of
which he tried to impress upon them. The only result was that
their demeanour towards him became threatening ; but when
he reminded them of his sanctity and of the danger which,
according to their own superstition, must be involved in taking
the life of so high caste a Brahman as he, they desisted from
their attempt on his life. The result was that an hour or two
were lost to them. The Superintendent had time to prepare
for their attack, and they were defeated. The Superintendent
then sent word to head-quarters to obtain necessary assistance,
and with such forces as he cousl collect, proceeded to put down
the rising. Police, followed soon after by a small detachment of
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troops, were sent down to his assistance, and the rising was
suppressed and the ringleaders punished.

The inquiries which followed indicated such serious discontent
throughout the State as led the Government to continue the
deputation of Mr Beuy to Kalahand, and to set about making
an Agricultuial (or Land Revenue) Settlement m the State and
providing for its administration with due respect to the existing
nghts of all classes of the population, including the aborigines
Those who were actually convicted of murder were, of course,
punished according to law, due regard bemg paid to all the cir-
cumstances 1n each case, but when the law had been vindicated
and peace restored, 1t was found by no means a difficult task
for an officer of Mr Berry’s tact and capacity to carry out the
necessary reforms in the adminmistration. The services which
he rendered were recogmsed by Her Majesty, and he was
created a Companion of the Order of the Indian Empire, while
his brave and capable subordinate, Gopmath Guru, received
the title of Rai Bahadur

Soon after this, the Mahaiajah of the neighbouring State of
Patna having died and his herr bemng a child, that State also
was taken under management by the British Government.
An Indian gentleman, also an Uriya Brahman of high character
and proved administrative capacity, was appomted to the
direct chaige of the State under the immediate supervision and
control of Mr Berry When these two States had been settled,
and therr admimistration had been reformed and raised to as
satisfactory and efficient a condition as was consistent with
their resources and with the character of their peoples, 1t was
found possible to employ Mr. Berry’s services more widely
among the States of Chhattisgarh. The great capacity which he
had shown 1n dealing with the wild tribes and simple peoples m
these two States marked him out as the very officer required to
help the Government n setting right abuses which more careful
attention and more accurate information discovered in almost
all the States. <

The settlement of these two States and the improvement
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of their administration took some years of patient and un-
wearying labour ; but when this work had been accomplished
it was found possible to leave the charge of them to the Indian
officers who had assisted in that work, and nothing more was
required from Mr. Berry but careful supervision and somewhat
frequent visits to the States. Details were left entirely to the
Indian officers; and the administration was carried on in such
a manner and with such expenditure as might reasonably be
maintained by the Rajahs when they received charge of their
States. Efforts were meanwhile made to train the Rajahs
for the responsible position which they were to be called upon
to fill.

Mr. Berry’s services being thus available, it was determined
by the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, with the
sanction of the Government of India, to appoint him Political
Agent for the Chhattisgarh Feudatory States. He was to have
his head-quarters at Raipur, the head-quarters of the Division,
and he was to exercise on behalf of Government the super-
vision which it was entitled to exercise over the Feudatory
States of the whole Division. He was to spend all the open
season in touring among the States, and so becoming acquainted
with the Chiefs themselves, with the character of their adminis-
tration, and with the condition of the people resident in the
States. His instructions were not to interfere unduly and un-
necessarily with the power and authority of the Rajahs, and not
to encourage the people to disregard that power and authority.
He was instructed to be a friend and adviser to the Chiefs, to
invite them to meet him at his head-quarters, to visit their
head-quarters, and to take them with him sometimes on tour,
so that he might become intimate with them, discuss with them
freely and fully the principles of administration, and advise
them in regard to any measures which they were carrying out
in their States.

Going about freely among the people, he could ascertain
whether there was any feeling of-Giscontent, or whether there
was practical injustice being done. He was not to encourage
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complaints; but he was to keep his ears open, and he was to
endeavour to soothe discontent, to explam to people smaiting
under a sense of mjustice the steps which they should take to
have the matter nighted by the Rajah or his offices, and to
bring these cases to the notice of the Rajah privately and m a
friendly way, explaming to him that the parties had been
referred to him for redress. He was only to take up himself
gross cases of mjustice m which the Rajah had refused to do
right, and grave cases of general maladmmistration which
necessitated mterference.

The two principles on which he was instructed to carry on
his work were these, that on the one hand the Rajah as the
ruler must be supported 1n his authority , and on the other hand
that, as the British Government prevented the people from
setting therr Rajah aside or asserting their rights by force, the
Rajah must consent to administer his State m a way which
Justified that measure of coercion of the people by the Govern-
ment The Government could not use its power to maintain the
Rajah m hisrule over the people, without being responsible that
that rule was reasonably just and consistent with their interests.
In all his work the Political Agent was under the control of
the Commissioner of the Division, and both of these officers
were specially mstructed to exercise therr authority and super-
vision 1n a friendly and tactful manner. No officer could have
been found more fitted than Mr. Berry to maugurate and carry
out this wise policy of the Government ; and during the years
that he held the office of Political Agent a system of administra-
tion was mtroduced over the Feudatory States which has
rendered i1t an easy matter for the Government, through a
succession of political officers, to maintamn that policy and
generally to secure at once the friendship of the Chiefs and
the general well-bemg of the people.



CHAPTER XI

THE FEUDATORY STATES OF
CHHATTISGARH

prived the administration of Mr. Berry’s services. He

was stricken down by one of those sudden and terrible
strokes of which we have experience in India. He was riding
out on a Wednesday morning in May, 1889, in the neighbour-
hood of Raipur and came to a village where he met several
funeral processions following one another. In his kindly way
he drew up beside one of them and asked the bearers about the
death. They told him that there was cholera in the village,
and he made inquiry as to the violence of the visitation, and
found that many were dying.

It was a dry day in the hot weather, and he was to leeward
of the body. There seems little doubt that more or less desic-
cated matter laden with germs was carried to him by the strong
hot wind. It suddenly occurred to him that this might be
so. He rode home and bathed and changed before he allowed
his wife and child to meet him. He wrote and told me (for I
was in camp) about this outbreak of cholera, and related
all the circumstances of his meeting the biers to a friend in
Raipur. All went well until the Saturday morning, when he
suddenly felt ill ; and by evening he was dead. Seldom, indeed,
has the death of so comparatively young an officer evoked
such widespread grief among the people of a province. Many
chiefs and tribes and people of diverse races mourned with his
European friends and brother officers over his untimely death.

I had held, for more than a year, the Commissionership of
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IT was a deplorable misfortune which prematurely de-
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Chhattisgarh by the time that he died, and I had wisited
all the fourteen Native States. Those that were accessible to
head-quaiters of districts I had visited by forced marches
from these head-quarters when I was there on sessions or m-
spection work. The others I had visited m the course of a
long cold-weather tour. In that tour through the southern
and eastern States, and 1n one or two of my flying visits to the
other States, I had been accompanied by Mr. Berry. It was
deeply mteresting to visit these States, to see their administra-
tion, to make the acquaimntance both of the Rajahs and of the
people, and to find how fully Mr. Berry had won the confidence
of both durmg his ten years’ work among them. They were m
those days even more mteresting, perhaps, than they are now ;
though Chhattisgarh 1s still, I should think, one of the most
mteresting charges in India  They were more mteresting then,
perhaps, because the Chiefs had still about them more of the
old-world spirit and barbarie pomp and circumstance, accom-
panied by a certain uncivilised simplaty, the combmation of
which made their durbars or couits of very great mterest.

The people, too, were for the most part unsophisticated, wild,
simple, impulsive jungle tribes, with some residents of more
cultivated country, far removed from the great centres of
civiisation. At the same time there was the deep mterest
arisimmg from the coming of the railway, the construction of
which had by that time begun, the railway that was to
cross the whole of the Chhattisgarh Division, running straight
from Bombay to Calcutta by way of Nagpur. Many strange
experiences came to us as the old-world Iife of Chhattisgarh
began to give way before advancing civilisation. )

In the course of one of his tours, Mr. Berry travelled with
horses and camels by a mountain tract direct from the head-
quarters of the Sonpur State to those of the Rairahkol State.
As he crossed the boundary he found that there was a long-
standing boundary dispute. He found that the Rairahkol
people were constantly crossing over what the Sonpur people
regarded as the boundary, and removing timber and other
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forest produce, and so with the people of Sonpur. The value
of the produce was not of much consequence; but there were
constant fights between the people of the two States on each
side of the border, and not infrequently lives were lost It
reminded one of old stories of border warfare 1 countries
nearer home ; but 1t had a wewrd sound to us, who are accus-
tomed to the par Briannica m India, and were surprised
to find such a state of things unreported and unknown We
obtained (under the rules) the sanction of the Government for
the settlement of that boundary dispute by the Political Agent,
under the supervision of the Commissioner; and we determined
to settle 1t 1 the course of that cold-weather tour.

We called on the two Chiefs to meet us on the boundary of
the two States as near to the disputed tract as the hilly and
jungly character of the country would permit. The Rajah of
Sonpur wrote a very courteous private letter to Mr Berry,
pomnting out that, if he met the Rajah of Rairahkol, 1t would be
necessary for the latter to comply with certain formalities which
had been observed at the last meeting of the rulers of the two
States, when the then Rajah of Rairahkol had, nearly a century
before, prostrated himself before the Rajah of Sonpur and
received a Khillat (robe of honour) from his hand. The Rajah
of Ramrahkol was asked about this; and he replied, also in
a courteous private letter, that he had no record of the
alleged meeting, and that in any case he could not possibly
comply with that formality now.

Mr Berry and I talked the matter over, We determined, a
hittle perhaps in jest, but more 1n earnest, to adopt the following
expedient. We arranged to pltch our camp one day in the
nearest village on the Sonpur side, where the river formed an
undisputed part of the boundary. The Rajah of Sonpur was
to have his camp in the neighbouring village of that State; and
the Rajah of Rairahkol was to have his mn the nearest village
on the other side The Rajah of Sonpur was to come and
pay me a formal visit in my tent, Mr. Berry being also present;
and, while the Rajah of Sonpur was there, the Rajah of Rairahkol
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was to arrive, also to pay me a visit. Finding themselves to-
gether in the presence of the Commissioner, as they had not
infrequently done in durbars at Raipur, the two Chiefs were
to be introduced solemnly to one another, and were to make
the usual Eastern salaam and then shake hands “like English
gentlemen.”

The next day we were to pitch our camp on the other side of
the river in the territory of Rairahkol ; and the ceremony was
to be repeated mutatis mutandis. The Rajah of Rairahkol was to
visit me ; the Rajah of Sonpur was to arrive while he was there ;
and again they were to shake hands  like English gentlemen.”
After this double introduction, they were to sit down along
with their diwans (chief ministers) and discuss the boundary
question with Mr. Berry and me. The details of this arrange-
ment were communicated privately by Mr. Berry to both the
Rajahs, and were accepted by both as a perfectly satisfactory
settlement of the important question of etiquette.

Accordingly we had our meeting; and it was always men-
tioned afterwards among the officers of Raipur as the “ field
of the cloth of gold.” Both Rajahs got together as many ele-
phants as they could and hunted out, from all their treasuries
and throughout their States, as many gold-brocaded cloths as
they could find, and had them as trappings for the elephants
and hangings for their tents, and even as carpets inside and
outside of their tents, so that the scene was one of really con-
siderable splendour. Our discussion ended in the appointing of
two persons to represent (one for each) the two Rajahs. Natur-
ally enough the men appointed were the diwans. These men,
accompanied by any villagers or experts that they chose to
bring as witnesses or assessors, were to go round the boundary
with us so that it might be demarcated at once. A number of
the inhabitants of both States were also got together, to be
ready immediately to put up, on the spot, boundary pillars along
the line as laid down by us. Mr. Berry and I, accompanied by the
diwans, went out very early in the morning, riding as far as it
was possible to ride, and accompanied by a very considerable



A GRAVIYARD OF 111 ABORIGINTS IN CHOTA NAGPUR

®
A BobpYGUARD or Bovs

A number of the sons of State policemen and other servants formed by the Feudatory Chicf ot
Patna into a bodyguard for my son while we marched through hisState a fairly accurate reproduc
tion of his own guard except as regards the age of its members
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number of hardy, jungle people, on foot. We dismounted at the
beginning of the disputed line; and we walked over it for six
or eight hours on end.

The diwans and the people, seeing that we were in earnest to
settle the matter, and that the boundary we favoured was clearly
indicated by the banks of mountain streams and the ridges of
the hills, set themselves also to help us; and the matter was
settled in two days’ hard walking from about six in the morning
till after midday. The boundary pillars were put up as we
went along; and the dispute was finally settled in a perfectly
amicable way.

This may be taken as an illustration of the methods generally
adopted in our work among the Chiefs. We got hold of them
and of the people, and simply worked alongside of them. During
the course of work like this, we could not fail to get into the
most {riendly and intimate relations with our fellow-workers ;
and everything that we had to do, in the way of settling disputes,
investigating cases and arranging points of State administration,
tended to cement our friendship and strengthen the bonds that
united us in our relations with one another.

The Rajah of Sonpur at that time was a very fine old man ;
and as his State contains a very considerable amount of first-
rate agricultural land, as well as a good deal of valuable jungle,
and is situated on the banks of the river Mahanadi, it was a
State that was capable of great development ; and to this he
and his worthy successors devoted themselves with very con-
siderable success. The present Chief has done so well that
the Viceroy has given him as a personal distinction the higher
title of Maharajah. The old Chief of Rairahkol was a man
who had succeeded to his State as a mere boy, and was by that
time in the eighth decade of his life. He had, therefére, been
longer a ruler than probably any other ruler in the world.
During all that time, without any great intellectual capacity
or education, he had proved himself. a good strong man. He
was vigorous in constitution, temperate in habits, upright in
character, and generally desirous to do justice and right. It
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was quite a pleasant experience to make these two men
friends

Our work was not always so pleasant. We sometimes found
a Chief abusing his power, and permitting the administration of
s State to become anything but a blessing to his people.
Sometimes this arose from pure selfishness, from a desire on
the part of the Chief to wring from the toil-hardened hands of
his people as much as he could, 1n order to spend 1t on his own
personal pleasure and comfort. Sometimes 1t arose from ignor-
ance and mdolence, and from the fact that the chief was entirely
in the hands of bad advisers. I remember the case of a very
genial but stupid highland Chief of pompous but courteous
manner, and of great hospitality and kindhness. As the rallway
came into the neighbourhood of his State, that State became
the refuge and stronghold of bad characters from all parts of the
country. They had therr head-quarters under his protection,
and from this safe retreat they raided British territory and the
neighbouring States, leaving the people of the State in which
they resided generally unmolested.

It was difficult to move the Rajah to take a serous view of
these facts. Neither he nor his people suffered much from these
scoundrels ; and it was m his opmion the duty of the Govern-
ment and of the other States to take measures for therr own
protection. To put his own police mto an efficient state so as
to co-operate with them in restraming these crimmals would
necessitate the removal of men who had long been in hereditary
office, and to incur expenditure the clear advantage of which
he did not see. It was true also that on all hands he was being
robbed, and his revenue was being embezzled by untrustworthy
subordinates, some of whom unfortunately were dismissed
Government officials, and that his people were largely sub-
jected to petty forms of oppression and exaction; but of this
he was kept largely m ignorance by the unworthy men by
whom he was surrounded and whom he had misplaced
confidence.

The Political Agent (both Mr. Berry and s successors) and
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I made many attempts to convince the Rajah of the necessity
of reform ; but, though courteous to us during his mterviews
with us, he was obstinately immovable m regard to his policy.
On the occasion of my fourth or fifth mterview with him on
the subject, I warned him that, 1f he did not comply with the
requirements of the Central Provinces Government, and carry
out the necessary reforms, he would find that the Government
would be compelled to remove him temporarily from the State,
and undeirtake the management of 1t until the reforms were
carried out His reply, given courteously enough, but sen-
tentiously, was to the effect that he had seen Commuissioners
come and go, but he himself had gone oa for ever I pointed
out to him that there had already been one or two cases
of the temporary supersession of Rajahs who had grossly
mismanaged their States; but these were tales of what to
him were remote and unknown places, and he did not give
much heed.

On the next occasion he received a great shock. All his mis-
demeanours had been from time to time duly reported to the
Government, and the Chief Commuissioner (the late Sir Alex-
ander Mackenzie) had seen the necessity for serious action. I
wrote to Sir Alexander privately, and told him I beheved that,
if he would give me a private autograph letter stating that
the Rajah must be set aside for a time, all might be satisfactorily
arranged without his being formally dealt with. Sir Alexander
gave me the necessary letter I went down to visit my mus-
guided friend He came to see me in my tent, and I took care
that no one was within hearing. I then reminded him of the
warning I had given him, and I said to him, *“ What I told
you has come true Here 1s a letter authorising me to set
you aside.” He was very much moved, and, adopting the
Oriental forms of supplication, he besought me not to set him
aside, because even were he ultimately restored he would
find his authonty over his people lost.

Knowng the character of the ptople I recognised fully the

truth of his statement. I therefore said to him, * I do not wish
L
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to injure you in any way, but these reforms are absolutely neces-
sary. They must be carried out; you yoursell cannot do this,
and the authority must be given to one friendly to you who will
carry them out on your behalf. The best plan will be this.
You have not yet taken your father’s ashes to the Ganges, and
it would be regarded as very reasonable for you to do so.
It you will go now, I shall lend you the services of an ex-
perienced Indian officer of good family, whom I can fully trust
and whom I can cordially recommend to you as a loyal and
kindly friend. You can summon a Durbar of the principal
residents of your State, and you can explain to them that it
will be necessary for you to be absent for a certain number
of months, and that you have obtained the services of an able
and experienced officer who will administer your State for
you in your absence, to whom they must give the same loyal
obedience as they would render to yourself. You will then
give him a Sanad,* signed by yourself, accompanied by a
Khil’att of office.”” The good old man gratefully accepted this
proposal.

I left the State and soon sent up the officer appointed in
time for the date fixed by the Chief for his Durbar. The Chief
went off to the Ganges as arranged, and through this officer’s
earnest work, under the supervision and advice of the Political
Agent, the Augean stables were cleansed. The worst of the
local officials were removed; trustworthy men were put in
their place ; and the necessary reforms were introduced. As
soon as the work was finished, the Rajah was informed, and
he returned. His pleasure at finding things so much improved,
and his loyalty to Government were both evidenced by the
fact that, with my consent spontaneously solicited, he ap-
pointed this Indian officer to be his own diwan, and continued
the administration of his State on the lines laid down. The
Chief remained my friend long after I left Chhattisgarh, and
many were the kindly letters which I received from him after

* Sanad is a deed or document.
+ Khil'at is a robe of honour.
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my direct connection with him was severed. When I returned
many years afterwards on a visit to Chhattisgarh, as Chief
Commissioner of the Province, my old friend had passed
away ; but his son was continuing the administration of the
State in accordance with the later policy of his worthy old
father.

We were not always quite so fortunate in our dealings with
the Chiefs; but it is wonderful how cordial and kindly were
the relations between them as a body and the officers of Govern-
ment with whom they were connected. A very striking illus-
tration of this occurred at the time of the modification of the
boundaries of Bengal in 1904, when the Chiefs of the Uriya
States of Chhattisgarh (Central Provinces) objected to their .
proposed transfer to Bengal mainly because they would thus
be deprived of the immense advantage of the ‘friendship and
guidance of the Political Agent. They put their views on
record in a remarkable petition, to which I shall refer more
fully when discussing what has been called * the partition of
Bengal.”

The Native Chiefs are loyal to the British Government : not
only the less important and influential Chiefs of the smaller
States, such as those of Chhattisgarh, but also those of the larger
Native States. It is very important for us to retain the loyalty of
these Chiefs, both great and small. There is not the slightest
doubt that they realise on their part the untold advantages which
they derive from British rule. They have no desire to go back
to the tempestuous times which preceded that rule, nor to
enter into a ceaseless and precarious struggle for existence.
They understand the benefits of peace both for themselves
and for their people; and there is nothing that can alienate
them from us, so long as we respect their position and are
manifestly strong enough to secure it for them. Weakness in
the administration of our own Empire fills them with disquiet,
while needless interference with fheir own administration,
disregard of their dignity, and unsympathetic or bullying
treatment fill them with disgust. As a rule .they have been
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particularly fortunate in the political officers whom Government
has sent to them, gentlemen of high tone and courteous manners
and of sound judgment Only such men should ever be ap-
pomnted to poltical office i any native state, however
small.

An mteresting fact came to my notice m the course of a
tour m the Bilaspur District of the Central Provinces On
the border of that district there 1s a beautiful hill called
Amarkantak, which was transferred to the neighbouring
Rewah State as a reward for the loyalty of its Chief. This
hill 1s 8500 feet high and has a very pleasant chmate It 1s
greatly beloved by the people, especially of that part of India,
as contamning the source of the sacred river Nerbudda. Many
shrines have been erected there, and 1t 1s a place of pilgrimage
On this account it has been greatly valued by the Rewah
Durbar

I went to visit it on one occasion and was much struck
with the beauty of the place. On my way back to head-
quarters I passed through the Zamindar of Laffa The Chuef
was an old Kanwar, a fine jungle lord of thoroughly sporting
character. I went out with him to a general beat, which he
organised for big game of all sorts, and on my way back I
talked to him about the beauty of Amarkantak He told me
that he was going there in the course of a few days. He said
that the Rewah Maharajah was to pay his annual visit mn state
to Amarkantak, and that as many of the Hindu Chiefs of
Bilaspur as were able to attend would go there to receive
him and do him honour.

This struck me as very remarkable The Rewah Chief
had no authority over the Chiefs or Nobles of Bilaspur; but
their respect for his ancient position, and the fact that he
was one of their own race or clan, led them 1n a loyal way to
go and associate themselves with his formal worship at Amar-
kantak. This loyalty of the native Chiefs was entirely con-
sistent with their loyalty to the British Government. There
never was a Chief more loyal to our rule, nor more cordial in his
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relations with British officers, than this good old Laffa Chief,
for whose memory I have a great regard, and in whose friend-
ship, while he lived, I had great delight. The loyalty of the
Chiefs of the Indian States is in my opinion very important, on
account not only of the great extent of the territory—one third
of the area of India—over which they bear rule, but also of the
influence which they have beyond their own borders.



CHAPTER XII

CHRISTMAS WITH WILD ELEPHANTS

HERE 1s no part of my service on which I look back
with greater pleasure than on my tenure of the office
of Commussioner of Chhattisgarh, of which I took charge

in 1888. It must be one of the most interesting divisions
in the whole of India. There were at that time three British
districts under the Commissioner, 1 two of which the official
language was Hindi, of which most of the people m the
mterior spoke the Chhattisgarhu dialect. In the third the
official language and that of the people was Uriya. The people
were simple, for they had hived remote. Even the ordinary
village life had, I think, more of attraction for me than that
of most other parts of the Province. There were also the
fourteen Native States, of which I have already said enough,
and there were many Zamindars. These were large estates,
the owners of which were British subjects. At the same time
the remoteness of their estates, and the peculiar history of
this part of the country, had given these Zamindars rights and
customs which placed them in a position midway between the
ordinary British subject and the Feudatory Chief. The
Zamindars exercised authority over their people to a far
greater extent than 1s the case with proprietors, even more
wealthy and more powerful, 1n other parts of the country; and
they exercised certam powers and rights in the police, excise,
forest, and other departments such as were not possessed by
Zamindars 1n other parts of the Central Provinces. Some of

the most nteresting work of the Division was done amongst
150
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the Zamindaris. In this chapter, however, I shall speak of
sport rather than of work.

The Matin Zamindari to the north of the Bilaspur District is
a wild, hilly tract of about 600 square miles, with a sparse
population. This estate had, owing to the minority of the
young chief, come under the Court of Wards, and was directly
managed by the Commissioner of Chhattisgarh and the Deputy
Commissioner of Bilaspur. During the lifetime of the last
Zamindar the estate had become overrun with wild elephants,
and many of the people had been driven from their villages.
In the course of a tour in the Bilaspur District, I visited this
Zamindari, and I found whole villages depopulated.

The elephants came down, kicking the houses and the
granaries to pieces and consuming the grain. Sometimes lives
were lost of those who inadvertently fell in the way of the
elephants, or who might be attempting to defend their property
against them. It was manifest that measures must be taken
for the capture of these elephants. I accordingly wrote to Mr.
Sanderson, of the Government Kheddah Department, and
asked him whether he could arrange to conduct operations.
I told him that, from the best information I could get, there
were about sixty elephants in the herd which had taken posses-
sion of the estate. He replied that for him to bring up all the
men and tame elephants required for the capture of this herd,
and to carry through the operations against them, would
involve very considerable cost on the small and far from
wealthy Zamindari. But he advised me to secure the services
of the neighbouring Maharajah of Sirguja for this purpose. He
said that the young Maharajah was a plucky and exceedingly
capable man, whom he had himself trained in Kheddah work ;
that he might be trusted to carry through the business just as
well as he could do it himself, and that far from the operations
being costly to the estate, the Maharajah would gladly pay
to the Zamindar one-fourth of the value of all the elephants he
might capture, as provided by lay.

The border of the Matin Zamindari is the old -Central Pro-
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vinces boundary, and on the other side from us was the territory
(includmg the Feudatory State of Sirguja) administered by the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal The Maharajah of Sirguja,
although he was my immediate neighbour, had hitherto been
quite unknown to me, as he belonged to a different Province
I wrote to him, laid the whole case before him, and told him
what Mr Sanderson had said I recerved a courteous and
cordial reply, stating that he was quite willing to undertake
the operations; that he would take care to do no avoidable
mjury to the jungle; that he would begin his operations at
once, and that he would let me know when he was ready to
operate agamst the elephants, so that I mught, if I chose,
jom his camp and satisfy myself that the operations were
beng conducted with due regard to the mterests of the
Zamindari.

Some months later Mr. Cleveland, then a young civilian of two
or three years’ standing, was 1n camp with me on special duty n
the south-west of the Bilaspur District in the neighbourhood of
the Kawardha Feudatory State We had been compelled to re-
fuse mnvitations to more than one Christmas Camp, and had been
pressed with work right over Christmas Day, 1889 We arrived
in the course of our tour at the town of Bilaspur two days
after Christmas, and found the station absolutely empty
The Deputy Commussioner, Mr Meiklejohn, was in camp 1n
the direction of Matin, and every one else had gone off to some
Christmas party. We settled down to a quiet life, but a tele-
gram from the Maharajah disturbed us It was brief, but
momentous. “ Thirty-four elephants are surrounded. Can
you come at once to Basan ? > The telegram was from Pendra,
over forty miles along the Umarna branch of the Bengal Nagpur
Railway, which was then under construction We got down the
map, and found that Basan was about sixty-five miles off as
the crow flies, and eighty miles by village tracks round the hills.
Telegraphing that we should arrive in two days, we sent off
two elephants, one carrying e very hmited kit, about thirty
miles towards Basan., Next morning we overtook our elephants,
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driving pait of the way and riding the rest. After a hurried
breakfast we pushed on between twenty or thirty miles more,
slept the night at a httle village rest-house, and next morning
reached the elephant country.

At Jatga, the present capital of the Matin Zamindari, we
first came on the trace of the huge quarry We found their
marks close to the hamlet and at the very door of the manager’s
office Under a tree i front of the office lay the huge
bleached skull of a wild elephant that had died some time
before. We heard melancholy tales of the ravages of these
monsters  Again and agamn as, map in hand, we mentioned
villages which were marked on our proposed route the remark
was, ““ Deserted © no one lives there. The jungle elephants
have driven man out ” The Jatga Gaontya (or head man of
the wvillage) ponted, with a strange mixture of awe and
triumph, to a sheer precipice near the Setgarh Hill about
eight mules off, over which four out of a herd of five wild ele-
phants, rushing along 1n panie, had fallen and been dashed to
pieces  Forsyth tells the story mn his “ Highlands of Central
India.”

We pushed on over the hills through magnificent sal jungle
and the wild hill scenery to Kudri, where, weary enough with
our long and trying elephant ride, we gladly saw Mr. Meikle-
John’s tents and receirved his cheery welcome. Kudn is about
three miles short of Basan, to which we had been summoned.
'Our telegram had been received after a whole day’s delay, as 1s
the manner of these parts; and M. Meiklejohn had then
started off for Basan, taking all his belongings with him and
driving his camels before him Iike an Old Testament patmnarch,
because the servants feared to march without him. Suddenly,
n the middle of the jungle, in grass about six feet high, his
camels halted He demanded an explanation. ¢ This is
Basan,” said the guide. Basan had been deserted : the ele-
phants had taken possession and warned off the human clajm-
ants of the village. Kudri was the nearest habitation of man,
so he had pitched the tents there.
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Maharajah Raghonath Saran Singh Deo Bahadur of Sirguja
was in tents nearer to the immediate scene of the proposed
operations. He had come out with a host against the wild
elephants. About one thousand men and thirty-three tame
elephants, most of them trained “ Kumkis,” accompanied him.
He had found two herds of wild elephants, in all about thirty-
five, at the Bahmani Nadi (River) about fifteen or twenty
miles off. He had set to work with all expedition to run up a
light fence about six miles in circumference, enclosing a valley
and part of two hills below Setgarh. Round this he had
posted at intervals eight or nine hundred men, mostly armed
with matchlocks and provided with blank cartridges. Into this
enclosure he had quietly driven all these elephants through
fifteen miles of glen; and there they were surrounded by
silent watch fires and sentries constantly on duty. The wild
elephants wandered about unmolested within this large en-
closure, but were not allowed to pass the guards; and near
one side of it he had constructed a strong stockade, only about
two hundred feet square. Having completed these arrange-
ments, the Maharajah had courteously informed us that all was
ready, and that we might join his camp if we cared to do so.

Next morning we set off to visit the Maharajah, whose tents
were not much more than a mile from ours. He told us that one
very large male elephant had been decoyed into the stockade
the day before, and was there tied up and ready to be taken out.
We started at once to see the process. We seated ourselves
on the top of the broad wall of the stockade and saw the huge
tusker. He was a splendid animal. His fore quarters were
much heavier than in the tame elephant, and his figure was so
massive that we did not think him so tall as we afterwards
found him to be. A day or two later we had him measured
by a man on a tame elephant. He set a bamboo against his
shoulder ; and we found that he measured 9ft. 10ins. He was
not standing quite straight, and must have been full 10ft. high
at the shoulder. .

This huge warrior had lost half his tail in some hill fight, and
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had a great scar on his trunk. We found him tied to some trees
i the stockade By careful manceuvring they shpped five
cables round his neck, fastening the other end of each cable
round the body of a tame elephant ; thus there were five tame
elephants in front of him. Similarly they fastened each hind
leg to two elephants. The hind legs were also tied together
by a rope which, while leaving him free to walk, prevented
anything hike a long stride Having thus securely bound him
to nine tame elephants, each of which carried a mahout (driver),
they undid the ropes which fastened him to the trees within the
stockade and prepared to lead the forest freebooter away.

When he saw the gate of the stockade open he went out
as fast as his captors would allow ; but when he found outside
that he was not to be permitted to choose his own path
he began to show fight. He halted. The five elephants in
front put forth all thewr strength, but could not move him.
They roared and pulled, but he stood steady, leaning shghtly
backwards as m a tug-of-war. Then, suddenly, he swung his
great body round, and dragged back the five for a hittle space,
roaring as they came with rage and perhaps with fear. Then
they recovered and the tug-of-war began again. A sharp
discharge of blank cartridge behind him drove him on a httle
way. This scene was repeated several times. Occasionally
the blank cartridge had to give way to a specially prepared
cartridge with about a dozen snipe shot which tickled his
fat flanks, and sent him gaily along for a time, his pace being
kept moderate by the drag of the elephants behind. At last
he was tied up to trees near the Maharajah’s tents, about five
hundred yards from the stockade. There, poor fellow, he raged
awhile, kneeling down and pushing his formidable tusks into
the ground, a grievous representation of Samson bound among
his enemies

Next day as there was nothing doing at the stockade we
determined to have a look at the elephants in their own jungle
haunts. Divus Augustus (as Mr.Cleveland translated the ““ Deo
Bahadur ”* of Sirguja’s name), after some hesitation on the

—
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score of risk to ourselves, permitted us to go into the jungle
on foot under the guidance of two of the most trustworthy
of his trained men. They led us quietly through the forest by
the paths cleared by the elephants. At last, with a gesture,
they stopped us and pointed silently ahead. We peered through
the trees and just caught sight of one large elephant. We
heard others behind him and saw dark masses, the forms of
which were undistinguishable, moving behind the trees. We
indicated our desire for a nearer view; but the men had
evidently been warned against this by the Maharajah, who was
no doubt nervous lest any harm should come to us. As we
did not wish to lead them to disregard his instructions, we
returned to the camp, resolved, however, to have a good view
of these elephants for ourselves. By the aid of a compass we
carefully marked the direction we took. When we arrived at
the stockade, we took leave of the Maharajah and went off in
the direction of our tents.

As soon as we got out of sight, we turned sharply into the
jungle. We went on along the elephants’ tracks for a consider-
able distance. Suddenly we came to an open glade, and as we
looked across it we saw the tusks of a great monarch of the
herd gleaming through the trees. I had my elephant with me,
and four of us, besides the Mahout, were seated on it, Mr.
Meiklejohn, Mr. Cleveland, my trusty servant Ramanah, and
myself. It seemed to us that the elephants were going to cross
the glade, so we pushed on to cut them off and get a clearer
view. In the centre of the glade there stood a large solitary
tree. As we reached it, the leader of the herd came out to
look at us. We halted under the shadow of the tree. He came
towards us, followed by fifteen elephants of all sizes. As he
drew near, the situation seemed a little serious, and we pre-
pared to do what we could to defend ourselves from attack.
But after the elephants had stood for a moment looking at us
and waving their trunks, as we remained motionless, the leader
turned round and slowly crassed the glade to the other side,
followed by the herd. Then, as they were about to disappear
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m the jungle he suddenly changed his mind, turned slowly on
his tracks, and solemnly led them past agamm. The elephants
thus marched twice across the open glade within twenty or
thirty yards of us—a splendid spectacle Moved by irresis-
tible impulse, we followed them a httle way ; but when they
got mto the jungle again they quickened their pace and dis-
appeared We shall not readily forget that majestic proces-
sion, witnessed among the wild scenery of the sal-clad hills

That night we spent some hours on the top of the stockade.
We lay concealed among the'branches of trees, which were
placed on the top of the broad wall, that we might see some-
thing of the operations of the tame elephants which were
employed to seduce the wild elephants into the stockade
The tame elephants had been well trained to their work
They came along through the jungle, grumbling to one another
about the want of any really luscious food, till they reached
the gate of the stockade. Then two of them turned in there
and found sugar-cane laid down for their consumption. They
attacked 1t with great gusto, and called to one another in
triumphant tones about their great find The wild elephants
heard them, and one or two walked quietly into the stockade
There were men over the gateway who had oiders to remain
mactive as long as the elephants were going 1n, and to drop the
portcullis as soon as any elephant made as though it would
attempt to leave the stockade. Eight wild elephants walked
in before any thought of going out. At the first indication of
such an mtention down came the portcullss.

The elephants then began to feel the walls of the stockade with
therr trunks to see whether 1t was possible to demolish 1t. Men
were seated along the wall at intervals, armed with long bamboos
with short, sharp needles at the end of each, with which an
elephant could be pricked without being hurt. As soon as an
elephant came to try the wall, the needle was applied to his head
or trunk, and he started back, convinced, apparently, that he
might undoubtedly injure himseft 1f he attempted to run his
bead against the wall ; and gradually they settled down in the
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middle of the stockade by the sugar-cane, with the two tame
elephants on the most friendly terms. It must be admitted
that these tame elephants showed the most extraordinary tact
and intelligence in inducing the wild elephants to enter the
stockade, and in their relations with them after they got inside ;
but one could not help feeling a certain sense of irritation at
their treachery to their own kind.

After slipping off the wall of the stockade and having a few
hours’ rest, we returned to the scene of operations soon after
dawn. The elephants were very much in the same position as
when we left them. Through little portholes in the stockade,
beside which the two trained elephants had taken up their
position, two men, armed with the needle-pointed bamboos
to which reference has been made, slipped in and, mounting
each on his elephant, moved toward the gate of the stockade.
From there with their spears they gently dove the wild ele-
phants to the further end. The gate was then raised a little
way and fifteen trained elephants, led by two huge tuskers,
came in.

The process of tying up then began. About a dozen of the
trained elephants surrounded the particular elephant to be
operated on and hustled him into a corner. The two tuskers,
meanwhile kept the others off. The trained elephants moved
backwards on the selected elephant, and planted their hind
quarters against him firmly on all sides so that he could hardly
move. He and they formed one compact, oscillating mass,
which reminded one strongly of a football scrimmage. A man
slipping through one of the portholes of the stockade and be-
tween the legs of one of the tame elephants, got a rope round
the hind leg of the wild elephant and dashed out again. This
rope had been fastened to a tree outside the stockade. As
soon as the elephant felt the rope he struggled with the tame
elephants and shook them off, but he could not free himself
from the rope. The operation was repeated until he was tied
up by all four legs to trees in ' four different directions. It was
very rarely that the first attempt to fasten the rope on any
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of the elephant’s legs failled ; and a very striking fact was this,
that no wild elephant of them all attacked a tame elephant.
Occasionally, one would hift his trunk inquiringly towards the
head of the tame elephant where the Mahout (or driver) crouched
with a black cloth round his waist, himself painted black and
seeming part of the beast he rode; but a touch of the needle
made the elephant lower his trunk and abandon his inquiry.
The men who came in on foot to fasten the ropes sometimes,
however, seemed to have a narrow escape for their lives.

On one occasion the elephant that was being tied up was a
young one, about half-grown. Its mother seemed much agi-
tated and alarmed about the treatment her son was receiving,
and once or twice she charged past the two huge tuskers that
were keeping the wild elephants off. Each time she scattered
the elephants that were round her cub. At last the Maharajah
gave the order to ““ knock her down.” The larger of the two
tuskers drew back until his hind quarters touched the wall of the
stockade The female elephant was occupied in anxiously
watching her son and was sideways to the great male. Sud-
denly he charged straight at her, caught her on the side with
the flat of his forehead with all the force he could, and
knocked her down on her left side  She staggered tremblingly
to her feet, and he stood over her, waving his trunk, as
though to warn her that any action on her part in the way
of interference in the work that was going forward would lead
to a repetition of the punishment. She accepted the warning
and stood perfectly still

All the elephants were thus tied up. They were then taken
out. The process was simply to fasten ropes from their neck to
a certain number of tame elephants i front, and from the
hind legs to a certain number of the tame elephants behind,
the number beng fixed according to the size of the wild ele-
phant. The ropes that fastened them to the trees were then
undone, and they were conducted mn a most extraordinary
procession to the camp of the Mahara]ah where they were tied
up. There they were approached graduslly by men who gave
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them long pieces of sugar-cane from their own hands; and it
was very striking to see how soon these elephants, receiving
their food only from these men, became accustomed to their
presence and reconciled to the altered circumstances. It was
touching to see the anxiety of one of the female clephants
about her two young ones. As she stood bound, the one about
a year old would come running to her and she would quietly
suckle him, he screwing his trunk out of the way in a most
ludicrous manner. Meanwhile she would throw her trunk over
his elder brother, some two or three years older, with a soothing
and protecting air. When she was led out, the two young ones
trotted before her; and she went without a murmur. The
infant * Mouse,” as we called him, would sometimes become
excited, raise his little trunk and open his mouth and shriek
louder than any of the herd. Once he caused great amusement
by rushing at a rope drawn tight about two feet from the ground
and taking it at a leap. The natives called the elder brother
“Babu ”; and many a time and oft he scattered groups of
them as he charged about in wild excitement.

Next day we saw a beat which, though unsuccessful, was
very exciting. We occupied a position on the top of the stock-
ade with the Maharajah, among the leaf-covered branches. We
sat there in silence for hours as the elephants were being
quietly driven towards the wings of the stockade; then we
heard the sound of the beating together of sticks, by which
sound they were driven, and the elephants came crashing
slowly through the jungle. Then matchlocks, loaded with
blank cartridges, were fired ; shouting began and ten or twelve
wild elephants rushed into view, accompanied by as many
trained ones. They came on at the pace of racing ponies.
They dashed towards one wing, then across to the other, again
and again. Two tame elephants near the gate then ran in;
but apparently the wild elephants did not see them, or perhaps
they did not see the gate. In any case they did not follow.
The tame elephants came”out again. The wild elephants
apparently thought that the tame elephants were rushing in
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the direction from which they had come They faced about
and made a dashing charge through the beaters into the jungle
The whole scene did not occupy many seconds, but such
excitement and commotion we had never witnessed

Next day Mr. Cleveland and I took our departure for Bilaspur,
leaving the Maharajah to his elephants and the Deputy Com-
missioner to contmue his tour among the Wards’ Estates
We had sent on our elephants twenty miles the day before,
and came that distance on two kindly lent us by the Maharajah.
We determined to push across country 1n a practically straight
line, mstead of going from village to village We had one or
two Gond guides, who knew the hills well We passed through
dense jungle for about forty miles, and descended on the plan
over the Laffa Ghat by a path that only one European was
known to have traversed before We spent the night 1n a police
outpost, and reached Bilaspur next forenoon I had sent off
a letter to announce my coming the day before I started It
arnved three days after us It had been dehightful, though
almost uncanny, to be so far from post-bags and telegrams and
official ife We had compressed into about half of the Christmas
public holidays enough of excitement to last for months We had
passed over miles of wild mountains and forest, and had taken
part 1n scenes such as we could hardly hope to witness again
We carried with us the most pleasant recollections of the
Maharajah and the home of the elephants Of these he man-
aged, before the operations were concluded, to capture, if my
memory serves me right, no fewer than forty-two This brought
some money mto the coffers of the Matin Zamindar, and re-
lieved his people from a terrible visitation

The Maharajah of Sirguja, who 1s still alive, was then quite a
young man His State was one of the five Hind1 Feudatory States
handed over from Bengal to the Central Provinces in 1904 I
have seen him several times of later years, and he continues to
be quite happy mn his relations with Government. He is most
hospitable and friendly, and 1t 1sma pleasure to visit him, for he
has a dehghtful family. His only defect 1s that he is too easily

M
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led or influenced by subordinates. He was a splendid sports-
man in his youth, and continues still to take interest in sport
and in his jungles. He is a humane and sensible man ; he has
a large number of captured elephants, and his system is to
accustom them for a considerable period of the year to jungle
life and for a few months only to his service. In the jungle they
wander about quite freely, except that each wears a chain
fastened to one hind leg, which serves to tie him up when neces-
sary. They are in charge of men who periodically feed them with
sugar-cane and other luxuries; and at certain periods they
are led by these men to any part of the State where their
services are required for burden-bearing or for assistance in
forest work. The system works well, and the Maharajah and
his elephants get on well together.

Before leaving the subject of elephants, I may mention an
incident which occurred some time later than this in the Sonpur
State to the south of the Sambalpur District in Orissa. I was
on tour in the Feudatory States, and had several Rajahs and
Zamindars assembled to meet me and discuss the affairs of
that part of the country. Many of them had elephants with
them, and one of these went mad. He had killed his own
Mahout, who was, I fancy, not a great credit to his profession,
and another man had barely escaped with his life from an
attack made on him. The elephant was in the neighbourhood
of our camp, and we slept all night with our rifles loaded in case
he should attack our tents. We had arranged that in the morn-
ing we should go after a tiger in the neighbourhood, and our
servants slipped into our tents before dawn and carried off
our rifles to the spot where the beat for the tiger was to take
place. All the weapons in the camp were thus carried off
except my shot-gun.

In the morning I left the camp accompanied by a large
retinue of Rajahs and one or two European gentlemen, of whom
one was a very old man paying me a visit. About two miles
from the camp, as we turnefl round the high embankment of
a tank, we suddenly came face to face with the mad elephant.
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He charged straight at us, and we all fled ; but there was no
place of refuge near. It was manifest that we could not all
escape with our ives The use which the Maharajah of Sirguja
had made of specially prepared snipe cartridges and their won-
derful effect on the elephants occurred to my mind 1 seized
a Chapras: (orderly) who was rushing past me and took out of
the bag that he carried two of my No 1 cartridges I thrust
them mto my gun and turned round suddenly face to face
with the elephant I fired pomnt-blank into the hght-coloured
spot at the top of his trunk He roared with pain and swung
round on his hind legs I immediately gave him the second
barrel behind, and he dashed off and disappeared in the jungle.
He was afterwards captured and cured

On this occasion I had one of many illustrations of the pluck
and devotion often shown by the Indian gentleman. Among
our number that day was Rai Gopinath Guru Bahadur, the
Uriya Brahman Tahsildar, who received the title of Rai
Bahadur for his splendid conduct during the Kalahand: insur-
rection When the elephant first charged at us our impulse
was, of course, to run away, which we all did I did not notice
that the Ra1 Bahadur kept close to me, but when I stopped
to fire at the elephant, I heard him shout in Uriya, ¢ Stand, all
of you, the sahib 1s standing.” When all was over, I turned to
find him standing alone beside me, unarmed - He was my
friend, and I was his Chief. He could do nothing to save me;
but he could not leave me in danger: that was all It was a
wonderful escape; there 1s no doubt that some lives would
have been lost but for my oppoitune recollection of my ex-
periences among the elephants i the Matin Zamindari.



CHAPTER XIII

WITH TIGERS AND BIG GAME

delightful. The jungle people charm us with their

simplicity and friendliness; and our admiration is called
forth by their resourcefulness and pluck. A number of illus-
trations might be given of the great skill they acquire in dealing
with the wild beasts and birds, and in replenishing their larder.
When I was on tour in the Sambalpur District very many
years ago, I made arrangements for duck-shooting in one of
the many excellent tanks in that district. On the day of
my arrival, however, I had a slight attack of fever, and was
unable to go out. In the afternoon a Gond Malguzar (or head
man of the village) came to my tent with a present of one or
two duck. With the kindly consideration of his class, he had
refrained from shooting them, as that might have frightened the
birds and interfered with my sport next day ; but he had cap-
tured them. I asked him how he had done it. He explained
the process, and agreed to show it to me.

I accordingly went with him on the following day at noon
to one of the tanks in the neighbourhood. There I saw one
or two inverted clay garras* floating quietly with the wind
in the direction of the duck, which were gathered in the middle
of the pond. They floated amongst the duck, which looked at
them with slight suspicion; but seeing that they were only
clay garras took no further notice. After one or two had
passed, however, there floated by another garra which had
been constructed with so” wide a mouth that it could be

LIFE in the jungles is exceedingly interesting and

* A garra or garwa is a round water-pot with a small opening at the top.
164
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placed over the head and on the shoulders of one of the
Gonds It had two small holes mn 1t through which it was
possible for him to see He swam quietly with the gara on
his head mnto the mudst of the duck, and as he passed he put up
his hand and pulled one after another under the water, until he
bad three. Each duck, as 1t went down, made a shght flutter,
but 1t was only momentary; and this garra, like the rest,
passed through the midst of the birds and came gently toward
the other side of the tank Near the edge 1t went under water,
and did not reappear. Instead, a man stepped out of the water
under cover of the reeds, carrying the three duck mn his hand.
In this way the Gonds are able, without the necessity for a gun
or a gun licence, and without expenditure on powder and shot,
to replenish their larder

In the Balaghat District I was walking mto camp with a
Baiga* after a good ride from my last camp As I came
near my tents, I saw a pipal (fig) tree, with a number of
green pigeons feeding on the fruit I said to my companion
that I must come 1n the evening and get one or two of
these. In a very short time he turned up at my tent with
half a dozen green pigeon 1 his hand They were alive,
but unable to fly. His plan was to take some bird-lime of his
own private manufacture, and smear with 1t one or two of the
branches of the pipal near the fruit. A bird would step on this
lime, and then, feeling that there was something sticky and
uncomfortable on 1its foot, clean the foot agamst the feathers
of 1ts breast The result was that the wings of the bird adhered
to the breast feathers After this had been going on for a short
time, the Baiga and his friends raised a sudden shout below
the tree The birds immediately raised their feet and attempted
to fly away. Those whose feathers had been smeared found
that therr wings would not act, and fell Iike hfeless bodies to
the ground where the Baiga made them prisoners My com-
panion had not been accustomed to meeting ]?.uropean officers,

L
* The Baigas are a wild tribe with certamn priestly functions among the
aborigines
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and did not know their preference for shooting their own game,
so he brought these to me to save me trouble.

I had a more amusing illustration once of the kindly desire
of the simple Indian, resident in the jungle, to meet what he
believed to be the wishes of his European guest. I was passing
through a small and remote Native State on a somewhat hurried
journey towards head-quarters. Ihad to halt fora day to allow
my camp followers to overtake me. The Chief told me that a
panther had killed a goat very near my camp, and that he had
arranged for a beat so that I might get the panther. The beat
was unsuccessful ; and when it was over the Chief asked me if I
could not stay until the next day, in which case, he said, he was
perfectly certain that I would get the beast. I expressed regret
that I must leave at a very early hour in the morning. Next
morning he was present to say good-bye, and with him he had
brought the panther in a cage-like trap mounted on wheels.
It had been caught in the night ; and he suggested that I should
shoot the beast through the bars of the cage. He was somewhat
disappointed when I declined to take that step; but his
disappointment passed away when I told him that I should
prefer to take the panther with me and present it to the small
zoological garden at Nagpur.

The jungle tribes have a great variety of traps for wild animals.
One of these is a little enclosure of thick bamboo fencing, within
which a goat is tied near a spear firmly fixed in the ground at a
particular angle. The goat bleats in the night, and so attracts
the panther. The fence is just too high to allow the panther
to see over, but is low enough to form an easy jump. The
panther gathers himself for a spring, clears the fence, and is
transfixed by the spear.

Another trap is to place a poisoned arrow in a fixed bow
against a rock or a tree in such a position as to command the
path by which a tiger is accustomed to come and go. To
this bow are attached four strings, two on each side. The
first on the right hand is a String high enough to be touched
by the neck or body of a bullock, or of a man who may be
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he
The sportsman may be seen mn his “machan (hterally, raised seat or platform) awaiting t
ap roach%f the beat SHe may see a large number of wild beasts of many kinds pass below him, but he
will not fire till the tiger comes
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passing through the jungle. If either of these touches this
high string, the arrow is discharged harmlessly; for it is past
before he reaches that spot in the path which it commands.
The tiger, however, crouches low in walking and would pass
below that string, and would come to a second string, which, as
he touched it with his foot, would release the arrow just at the
right time to catch him behind the shoulder. The poison would
begin to work immediately, and he would be found dead next
day within a reasonable distance. The strings on the other
side were precisely of the same character, so that any man or
bullock coming from that side would be equally safe, and any
tiger coming from that side would be equally likely to pay
the penalty.

I once had a delightful tour through the Bastar State, a
wild State with great possibilities of development, the name of
which has been recently associated in the Press with a rising
of some of the aborigines. I came to a certain village where they
told me that they had been much harassed by a man-eating
tiger; but that they had succeeded in catching it in a
trap. They took me to see the trap, and, as one’s nose
bore witness, the tiger was lying dead within it. It was
constructed in the following manner. A great tree had been
cut down ; its branches had been lopped off, and the trunk
had been placed in a deep cutting into which it almost exactly
fitted. The one end of the tree was on the ground in this
cutting. The other end was raised by means of a prop which
had been placed about half-way down the trunk within the
cutting. To this prop a small goat had been securely tied.
This goat bleated plaintively at night and attracted the notice
of the cruel marauder. He turned in, seized the goat, and
began dragging it out. The prop gave way, and the heavy tree
fell upon his back, lying with dead weight upon him from head
to tail ; and so he was secured and left to die.

The villagers came together and lifted the tree in my presence.
It was a strange sight to see the great tiger stretched out
dead at the bottom of this cutting. The marks made by his
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claws on the ground showed the struggle that he had made ;
and one could not help feeling some pity for the awful sufferings
which must have preceded his death This {eeling somewhat
passed away when a post morfem examination exposed some
of the contents of his stomach. Amongst these was the bangle
of a young Maria woman, who had been among his vietims
Her relatives pressed this sad memorial of the mncident upon me,
and were much pleased to recerve more than 1ts value m return

The man-eating tiger 1s a terrible visitation 1n a countryside
The tiger does not ordinarily attack man. I have myself,
when unarmed, met a tiger face to face i the jungle, and he
has turned away growling at the disturbance, hut altogether
disinclined to enter the lists with me, not knowing his advantage
Ordinanly the tiger confines his attention to the lower animals,
making a satisfactory meal or two on a good plump deer, or one
of the cattle of a herd giazing in the jungle The man-eater 1s
generally one which finds himself unable, from some cause or
other, to hunt with success It may be that he has been wounded
m a way that has maimed him without taking his ife It 1s gener-
ally due to the act of some Indian Shikar: (hunter) provided with
a very nferior weapon. From the hind leg of one man-eater of
this class I extracted a slug which had broken a bone and
rendered 1t 1mpossible for the tiger to make his usual spring at
his prey  Ordinarily one finds that the man-eater 1s either an
old, mangy, worn-out amimal, or one that has been mjured
this way He takes to killmg men and women when he finds
that he cannot otherwise satisfy his hunger

There 1s another class, however, I believe . those trained as
cubs by a man-eating mother to feed on men I remember going
out after such a man-eater i one of the hittle hill Zamindaris
in the east of the Raipur District The Zamindar came out
with me, and kindly took me to the scene of operations on an
elephant I took up my position in a tree which he had prepared
beforehand, and the beat was organised The beat came on
over the hill for a considerabl€ distance, and then stopped

From the place where I was awaiting the advent of the tigress,
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I could hear the shouts of the men, the blowing of the horns,
and the beating of their drums; but the beat did not come
any nearer. At last a man came running to me and said that
the tigress had taken refuge in a cave. I sent to the Zamindar
for the elephant, which he assured me was very staunch and
would face any tiger. I took a large quantity of dry hay, and
some grass a little damper, and pushed the elephant up towards
the mouth of the cave, threw down the hay and grass, and flung
into it a piece of lighted fuel (cow-dung cake). The wind was
blowing into the mouth of the cave. I pushed the elephant
back, and took my station a few yards off, with my rifle levelled
at the mouth of the cave to shoot the brute as she came out.
She put out her head and looked ; but seeing me, she withdrew
into the recesses of the cave. As I waited, still pointing my
rifle at the cave mouth, I heard a sound somewhat between a
cough and a growl on my right rear. Turning round, I saw that
the beast must have slipped out by some other exit from the
cave.

The elephant, which was supposed to be staunch, had begun
to tremble so that my rifle was moving like a ship on a choppy
sea. Doing my best, however, to steady it, I fired at the
retreating tigress. I hit her, but I hit her low. I inflicted a
severe wound on her stomach, and she turned on me at once.
The elephant fled, and I had a few unpleasant minutes with the
elephant tearing along, as fast as he could, and the tigress
bounding along neck and neck with him just a few yards up
the hill. I could not reload the barrel which I had just dis-
charged, for I felt that the tigress might leap on to the elephant
at any moment, and I was bound to keep the second barrel for
her. For the same reason, I dared not risk firing the second
barrel ; for my aim would have been very uncertain, and I
should have been left unarmed.

Fortunately for me, the elephant tripped and nearly came
down. Nothing terrifies an elephant more than the fear of a
fall; so he steadied himself and faaused in his panic-stricken
flight. The tigress shot ahead, and, finding herself ahead, went
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straight on  The elephant turned round and fled m the opposite
direction It was some httle time before the Mahout (driver)
could stop hum ; but nothing that we could do would turn him
in the direction of the tigress; so I got down I fortunately
knew the country well, and Judged that she had gone over a
little knoll, and was probably lymg cooling her wound m a
soft, marshy piece of ground on the other side Giving orders
to all the natives to get 1nto or remain n trees, I pushed cau-
tiously forward up the knoll to a bush which was at the top of 1t
I peered through this and saw the tigress lying below as I had
anticipated  Fortunately she was to windward of me I pushed
my rifle gently through the outermost branches of the bush,
and levelled 1t at her Just as I got my fore sight on her, she
raised her head and looked round suspiciously This gave me
a splendid target , and I fired and shot her 1n the neck, breaking
the spine and kulling the beast.

I do not think that I have ever seen greater enthusiasm
than marked our return to camp. The victims had for the most
part been women, who were seized by the tigress as they were
gatheiing the mohwa berries, which are used both for food and
for the preparation of a spirituous hquor ; and there were tales
of about thirty-five deaths within a short period before. We
took a charpar (village bed) for the tiger’s bier, and 1t was
carried shoulder high mto the camp eight or ten miles away.
All the beaters danced round 1t; and as we drew near the
camp they were reinforced by the villagers on every side
When we reached the tents there were hundreds, 1f not thou-
sands, danecing round 1t and shouting, “Jar! Sikar ki ja1!”
(Glory or victory to the Government) We found that the cave
had many human remams ; and 1t was apparently satisfactorily
established that the tigress had been m the habit of carrying
her vietims alive to the cave and teaching two little cubs to
kill them there. We were fortunately able, next day, to secure
the two cubs, which had slunk away while we were dealing with
their mother, but whose cries' of hunger led to their discovery.

One other man-eating story may be told as an illustration
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of courage and devotion not at all unusual among these brave
simple jungle people I have in my possession a tiger’s skin
which has no mark on it, except a cut on its hind quarters
I had placed a young Assistant Commissioner on special
duty after several man-eaters in the State of Kawardha m
the cold weather of 1889-90 These man-eaters were holding
the ghats (passes) between the plams of Chhattisgarh and the
hill country of Mandla, and absolutely stopped the traffic
which was carried by pack bullocks I was engaged 1n inspecting
Settlement work in the State I fell in with my young friend
one day as he was preparing to beat for one of the man-eaters.
We had just organised the beat and placed our “stops” * 1n
certamn trees, near which we had taken up our position

As we were about to send orders to the distant beaters to
begin operations, a woman came running to us, and cried out
that her son, a grown lad, had been cariied off by the tiger from
the village hard by. We at once set off for the spot, taking with
us the few men whom we had retained as  stops > We found
that the tiger had just carried off the lad mto a narrow stiip of
jungle, which formed a sort of spur to the main forest As we
got near this strip, we met the lad’s father returning with his
boy’s body The poor lad had his skull smashed, and was quite
dead; but the brave old Gond had attacked the tiger with his
httle axe, and had inflicted so severe a wound on his hind
quarters that the brute had dropped his prey and turned on
the man. The latter had stepped up fearlessly towards him,
and the brute had turned away and shpped nto the strip of
jungle.

We sent our small body of men round the fields to the far
end of this strip, and we told them that when they got there
they were to stand and shout, and make as much noise as they
could without entermng the jungle. Meanwhile we each got
astride the branch of a tree. These two trees were at a little

distance from one another, and commanded practically the
L]
* “Stops” aie men placed 1n trees near the guns to tap on the branches and
turn the tiger towards the guns, 1f he tries to pass out of the hne
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whole of the end of the narrow strip communicating with the
main jungle. Hearing the noise behind him, the tiger naturally
made for the dense forest. He came out looking to right and
left in an angry and defiant way, right under the tree occu-
pied by my friend, who raised his heavy twelve-bore gun to
his shoulder. The animal saw the movement and paused to
look up. My friend took advantage of this opportunity and
fired. He struck the brute full in the chest. It did not move
from its position ; but its legs simply gave way under it, and
it sank to the ground. There was only one bullet mark in the
skin, and that was in the middle of the chest. When the skin
was removed the operating Chamar (worker in skin and leather)
cut through this hole. There was therefore no mark left on
the skin at all except a long wound in the hind quarters, where
we found that the blow of the axe had penetrated to the bone.
Mr. Cleveland, who was successful in killing all the man-eaters,
kindly left this skin in my possession as a memorial of the
prowess of the brave old father.

Many years ago, when I was Commissioner at Chhattisgarh,
I had to go out to Khariar (about one hundred miles from
Raipur) to settle some urgent matters connected with that
Zamindari. I took with me Mr. Chapman, a young civilian
who had just joined. We wrote to the Zamindar, a Chauhan
Chief, giving him notice of our visit, despatched our tents and
kit, and followed them a few days later. With relays of horses
we rode straight out to the Khariar border. There the Zamindar
met us. He was an enthusiastic sportsman, and eagerly
offered to show us tiger, buffalo and bison, in the intervals of
our work. We marched with him in five short stages to his
capital, discussing en roufe the business about which I had
come down.

At Petiapali we had news of buffalo. My own Shikaris
had been left at Suarmar to mark down the man-eating
tigress above referred to, which I was determined to get on
the way back; but the Zamindar, who, by the way, had
the title of Rajah, preferred that we should have his own
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people as trackers. He thought that this would prevent
friction with the country folk Dugari Majhi1 was the head
man of a little village near Petiapall and was a well-known
Gond tracker. He led us through fine sal jungle with heie and
there a thick clump of bamboos, and here and there a green
glade with a hittle rnppling brook, not dry in these jungles even
at the end of April We went a mile or two on my elephant,
and then dismounting followed our guide on foot. We had two
other Gonds with us, one of whom carried a chagal * of water,
to most men indispensable in jungle work After a while we
came on the tracks of a herd A little further forward we came
on a sohtary Gond who had been left to try and keep the herd
in view. Not a word was uttered, but he pomted forward
towards a low-lying pait of the forest which was still fresh and
green We pushed on with eager but suppressed excitement
A small Gond soon after swaimed up a tree and peered cau-
tiously round Coming down, he stepped out rapidly but
silently, and soon stopped and pomted forward Then we got
our first ghmpse of the herd just across a nullah, about three
hundred yards to windward of us

Dugari, who knew the jungle well, led us quickly off to the
right. He caleulated that the herd, which was quietly grazing,
would move down the bank of the nullah, and that we should
be able to cut 1t off He was right , we came on them suddenly,
face to face. The monarch of the herd was about one hundred
yards off and facing us Suddenly the herd took fright, turned
round and dashed off. I could not resist firing at the bull as
be fled, for I knew that there was no hope of any more stalking
of the herd that day I hit him in the hind quarters, but did
not wound him severely. He separated from the herd, however,
and we followed his lonely track. On a hard piece of ground we
lost 1t, and sat down for a while to demolish a sandwich or two,
while Dugar: and his friends scattered to pick up the track
agam They soon found i1t; and we immediately set forth.
It was marvellous to see Dugari 8tep out, touching hghtly with

* A large skin bottle carmed by a strap over the shoulder.
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his stick, as he went, faint tracks that were sometimes almost
invisible to us even when pointed out.

We had walked about half a mile, Dugari in front followed
by me, Chapman, and another Gond in that order, when sud-
denly the second Gond touched Chapman on the shoulder and
pointed into a nursery of young trees. There was the bull
standing not fifty yards off, rubbing his head against a young
sal sapling. There were two thick bushes between us and him,
but we saw him very distinctly. Chapman fired both barrels
of his rifle, and I fired one of mine. We aimed at his neck, and
thought that we must have finished him. He disabused our
minds immediately. As we found out later, he had not been
touched. All three bullets had been deflected. He turned and
charged us with all his strength. Fortunately I was the nearest
of the group with one bullet still in my rifle. I waited till he
dashed out from among the bushes, having my rifle levelled at
him as he came. His head was down, one horn almost sweeping
the ground, and he presented a fine target. As soon as I got a
clear view of it, I gave him my remaining bullet in the middle
of the forehead just above the eyes, at about ten yards’ dis-
tance, and leapt aside. I heard a tremendous crash and turned
round to see him lying dead. The whole thing was over before
we had time to think.

As we stood beside him I said to Chapman that it was a very
foolish thing to be standing with empty rifles beside so large
an animal simply because we supposed him to be dead. I then
opened the breech of my rifle, and to my surprise I found both
barrels loaded. I must have loaded them instinctively as I
leapt aside, and would, I hope, have been ready for the buffalo
if he had charged again ; but as the necessity had passed away
I had forgotten the instinctive act. We were fairly excited,
especially Chapman, who had up to this seen nothing of sport ;
but Dugari was calm and unmoved. I asked him whether he
was not delighted. He replied, ““ It was not written that you
were to be killed by this buffalo ; and I think that the Rajah
will give me a silver bangle because you are safe.”
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Next day we had a long weary hunt We had done office
work from dawn till noon, when we got news of a herd We weie
led up close to 1t by the faithful Dugar1 At last we saw a fine
bull in the distance; but he also saw us and vanished like a
ghost 1n the thick jungle, taking the herd with him. We fol-
lowed their tracks a long way, and then lost them and began to
make our way wearily towaids the camp When we were close
to the tents we met the Zamindar with some villagers who
gave us news of a great bull that had taken possession of the
water supply of a village about four miles off He was a crusty
old solitary bull, and would allow no one near ; so the villagers
had to go a mile or two instead of two hundred yards for their
daily supply of water

It was by this time neaily five o’clock, so we rode off as fast
as we could, taking no one with us, but trusting to get a guide
at the hittle jungle willage of Babupali, where the buffalo was
We found a man willing to guide us, who also told us that
another man was posted 1n a tiee close to the place where the
buffalo was Iying. We wete told that he would point out where
the beast was. We went on foot from the wvillage Within
half a mile we came to the nullah with a strip of jungle ke a
spur from the neighbouring hill We separated and moved
stealthily towards the water supply from different directions
At last we heard the animal, slowly beating with his tail as
he lay among the long grass and shrubs m the bed of the nullah.
We tried to get sight of him, but could not He heard us, how-
ever, and with a warning bellow came up to turn us off his
preserve He had to come out of the nullah sideways We
gave him two bullets in the neck and one in the triangle under .
the ribs as he came out. Thlus troubled him terribly and the
fight was soon over. His horns were the largest I had seen,
and measured ten feet eight inches.

During our short stay with the Rajah we got three fine
buffaloes, a tiger, a bear and a man-eating tigress—no mean
bag Tracking the buffalo 1s mfich more interesting than
tiger shooting; but it 1s very rarely that it gives the same
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satisfaction to one’s conscience. When the tiger is killed, there
is a destroyer the less, either of man or of his possessions. Itis
rare to find a buffalo that is really offensive : the churlish old
bull that we. killed at the Babupali nullah deserved his fate
for his selfish appropriation of the only water supply within
reasonable distance of the village; but it is not often
that the people suffer in this way from the presence of
buffaloes. The damage they do is mainly damage to crops;
and they are so like the tame buffalo, from which we get
so much milk for our domestic use, that there is little satis-
faction in compassings their death. Indeed, they are much
finer animals, and I always felt compuhction in shooting
them.

We got no bison at Khariar. We did not attempt to go to the
place among the hills where the Rajah told us they were to be
found ; but later on, in the Chanda District, when I was
Commissioner of Nagpur, some friendly Gonds showed me
bison in the jungle. Once during the rains I ran out from
Chanda to a forest bungalow, some fifteen or twenty miles
away, and slept the night there. My Gond friends, who had
often been with me on other expeditions, woke me at three
in the morning, and took me to a place quite close by where
there was a salt-lick. We arrived there just after the herd had
left, so we had a long stern chase. The fallen leaves were
sodden with the rain, and it was easy to walk through the jungle
without making a noise; and we walked at a great pace fol-
lowing clear tracks. Asmwe were pushing on afte having
walked about ten miles, we heard a roaring such as one hears
in the Zdowwhen the animals are to be fed. I inquired in a
whisper from the Gond, who was beside me, what it meant.
He said, “It is a bison.”” The word he used was “ Gaur ”; for
there are few sibilant sounds in the jungle language of the
Gonds. They use sounds that do not travel. The noise was
directly on our right, so I put two Muhammadan Chaprasis* who
were with me into trees t& mark the tracks we were about to

* Menial servants or orderlies.
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leave, and, taking the two Gonds with me, we pushed directly
towards the noise.

After walking a very short distance, we came to a glade in
which I saw a sight which I shall never forget. Two great bison
bulls had their horns interlocked and were wrestling with one
another. The cows of the herd were dancing round in frantic
excitement with their tails in the air, and bellowing for all they
were worth. The conflict had lasted for some little time:
suddenly without any reason apparent to me, one of the
bulls turned tail and fled, leaving his antagonist in posses-
sion of the herd. In the middle of the glade there was a large
tree ; nearer the other side from where I was there stood a
smaller one: the victorious bull went up to this and stood
rubbing his horns against it. He was facing me, and the tree
was more or less between us. I felt that I could not get a shot
at him from where I was. I therefore made a sign to the Gond
that I was going to creep through the long grass to the big tree
in the middle of the glade and take aim from there. He shook
his head, as indicating that the movement could not be carried
out. I went down as flat as I could, however, and on hands
and knees, holding my rifle close to me, I slipped through the
grass till I got to the tree. Then I raised myself behind it, and
cautiously putting my rifle round the corner of it, I fired at the
bull. He presented a fine target, probably not more than fifty
yards off. I felt that I had hit him, but he dashed off without
a sound, the whole herd galloping away with him.

The Gond was so excited that, contrary to custom, he
shouted, ¢ Nahin lagla (You have not hit).” T held up my hand
to silence him, and pushed on after the herd. As I turned a
corner of a bamboo clump, not much more than a hundred
yards off, I almost tripped on the dead body of the bull. We
carried him to the tents, where the Gonds had a great feast.
I sent the head and neck in a cart into Chanda, taking care that
the carter was not a Hindu. My wife sent it straight on to the
station at Warora in charge of a Muhammadan Chaprasi, and

by eight o’clock in the morning it was with Johnson, the Kamp-
N
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tee taxidermist, who preserved 1t with perfect success, although
it was the ramny season Meanwhile, I suppose the defeated
bull resumed the mastership of the herd.

The bison 1s much moie attractive in appearance than the
buffalo He 1s even less offensive The pleasure of purswit
in the long tracking through the jungle, with the feeling that
at any moment you may come on the herd, 1s great ; but the
satisfaction of killing a bison 1s small except to our Gond
companions, who like exceedingly to have a great feast of
bison flesh

The Gonds are wonderfully attractive people They are
absolutely without fea:, and are intensely loyal to any one
who associates with them 1n a friendly way They expect to be
regularly paid, and to receive a full allowance of their ordinary
food while they are working with you. These conditions being
granted, there 1s nothing that they will not do, so long as they
do not suspect their European leader either of fear or serious
mcapacity. I sent two of my Chanda Gonds over to Burmah
at the request of Captain Fryer, then private secretary to the
Lieutenant-Governor They did splendid work even in those,
to them, unknown jungles; and young Fryer sent them home
full of delight at his treatment of them, and with a handsome
reward, which enabled them to buy a Iittle land for themselves.
It was touching to see the reluctance with which they crossed
the water to Burmah. I was then Home Secretary to the
Government of India i Calcutta I received them there and
put them on board ship It was nothing but thewr perfect
confidence 1n their old friend that induced them to go, and it
was delightful indeed to see them return safe and sound, full of
gratitude for the kindness shown them by Captam Fryer and
his friends, and full of pride mn his appreciation of their services
He had quite won their hearts A man must be a httle more
than a good office man 1f he is to have real and permanent
influence over the jungle peoples.



CHAPTER XIV

THE AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY
AND DEBT

to know something about India, for the vast majority
of the people are agricultural. In the Central Provinces
we used to go about among them, and it was recognised as a
duty to become acquainted with them. The Collector had
to keep himself in touch with them, or he became, and was
well known to be, an inefficient officer. He had to know the
character of cultivation and the state of the crops in all parts
of his District. The land revenue was paid to him at his own,
or at one of the subordinate Treasuries. He was responsible for
its prompt realisation, for understanding the reasons for any
default, and for treating default leniently when the reasons for
it were valid. The payments made by the Malguzar or
Zamindar * are fixed not only on his home farm, but on the
rents of the tenants. The condition of the tenants is therefore
a matter of importance to the Collector, as well as the condition
of the proprietor; and there is no part of a Collector’s duty
more important than going about among the people and, by
frank talk with them and personal inspection of the village
lands, ascertaining their actual condition.
This is also a duty which the people expect him to perform.
They do not resent the fullest and frankest discussion of their
affairs, but they very deeply feel any show of indifference.

TO know something about the agricultural community is

* The Zamindar is literally the holder of the land ; and the Malguzar is liter-
ally the man through whom the revenue is paid to Government. Both of
these terms are used for the proprietor of a village or group of villages.
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The Government 1s expected to understand them, and to be
ready to help them when necessary There are not a few who
prefer the ryotwar: system, under which the Government
settlement of land revenue 1s made directly with the cultivator
himself. There 1s no nuddle man to consume some of the
revenue which ought to come to Government But I myself
prefer the old Central Provinces system, i which the settle-
ment 1s made with the Malguzar, or village proprietor, in full
cognisance of the rents he realises. To have a local man of
some standing to help the people over periods of temporary
difficulty, and to take a lead in village hfe 1s often a great
advantage But 1t does not relieve the Revenue officer
of the duty of knowing the condition of the cultivators
He must get beyond the Malguzar, and know the ryots as
well.

The ryots hike to be allowed to tell all their story Any
trouble they have, or anything that interests them, and still
more any matter in regard to which they think that the Revenue
officer can help them, will be poured mto his ears, if he will
hsten. And he will be a very foolish person 1f, in the vast
majority of cases, he does not let them say all they have to say.
It sometimes may seem waste of time, but it is better and
more valuable work than much for which the time might other-
wise have been saved. To an earnest and sympathetic officer
1t 1s always a pleasure to hear what the people have to say ;
and to them 1t 1s such a privilege to speak freely, that they
will take any order i good part provided that it 1s passed
after they have had a kindly hearing, and full consideration
has been given to what they have said Kindly and patient
conduct towards the people enables an officer to carry them
with him 1n & truly marvellous way.

A nussionary once said to me, “ We may be of great use to
you: the Government officer does his work righteously and
conscientiously, but he has not time to explain things to the
people. We go about among them and can explamn.” Mis-
sionaries do help mn this way, but the Government officer who
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fails to try to find time to “ explain things” makes a great
mistake.

I recollect a case in which it became necessary to substitute
Government servants for the hereditary Village Accountants
who had become practically useless to the people. The measure
was undoubtedly a sound one, and the Government determined
to carry it out. Some of the old hereditary men fought for the
maintenance of the old system, though the orders gave as full
consideration to their personal claims as possible. One fine
old man fought hard for his family office and dignity. The
Deputy Commissioner, who was a man well known for a some-
what hasty manner of doing business, had called the case in
which this man had petitioned urging his claim. Finding that
there was to be opposition he adjourned it, and then, taking
it up one day when the petitioner was absent, he struck it off
in default. The man was furious, and declared that he would
fight the case to the end, appealing ““ London tak.”* I had
succeeded in charge of the District, and sent for him and tried
to show him that he would gain nothing by all this expensive
litigation. He said that he would not submit to injustice, and
that he had a good case. I promised to come to his village and
hear it.

I went soon after, and kept nearly a whole day free for it. My
friend came with a mass of books and papers. I made him sit
down on the floor of my tent surrounded with them, and listened
to him and took notes. After some hours with him, I summed
up the case to him, expounding the whole policy, and explaining
that policy as applying to his claim. He listened quietly and
respectfully. At the end he simply said to me in Marathi, “ Do
you really think that I shall gain nothing by fighting ?
I replied, “I am sure of it, my friend.” He unhesitatingly
answered, * Then I shall sign >’ ; and there and then he signed
the agreement accepting the Government Scheme. He re-

mained my friend till he died, and his son was one of the Indian
)
* ¢Even to London,” i.e. to the Privy Council or to the Secretary of State, as
the case might be.
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gentlemen who pluckily stood by me years afterwards when I
was engaged m suppressing the Nagpur gramn riots. This 1s
not a very exceptional case.

I cannot even now think without astonishment of a case
which moved me not a little at the time When I was Sessions
Judge m Chhattisgarh, I had to sentence a poor man to death
for a savage murder. He was taken outside the court, and I
heard great weeping and wailing. I ascertained that his women-
folk were giving expression to their grief. When I went out to
walk home they rushed at me, threw themselves suddenly at
my feet, and cried for mercy The constables who were near—
hke so many of the low class of police when untramed and
officious—attempted to drive them away by force. I forbade
this. And I asked the poor women what they wanted They
told me. I explained to them that I was as powerless as theys
that I believed that 1t was proved that the man had committed
the murder, and that the law required me to pass the sentence.
I went on to explain that the law gave them an appeal, that
there was a higher court than mine, the judge of which might
alter my order 1f he did not agree with my finding I got
a kindly Indian barnster to draw up ther appeal for them
there and then I heard that the appeal was dismissed and
the sentence carried out

Some months later my wife and I were nding through a
village far from head-quarters Several women came, some to
me and some to my wife, and touched our feet and said, ¢ Peace
be to you.” Isaid, “ Who are you ?”’ Their answer was, ¢ We
are the women to whom you were kind when the man of our
house was sentenced to death for murder.” They had no ill-
feeling to me for having passed the sentence ; but they remem-
bered with gratitude that I had listened to the story of their
grief, and had done what I could for them It 1s not dufficult
to win the hearts of these kindly, simple people ; and they have
a wonderful way of winning ours. It 1s worth while to get
among them and help to’mltlgate their sorrows or increase
their happiness.
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Indeed, it is wonderful how happy their lives are. India is
not a country in which the climate is favourable to hard work.
I heard a fairly energetic man once say, * There are times in
India when I feel very much disinclined for physical exertion.
I like to sit and think ; and sometimes I only sit.”” The village
folk do not, as a rule, work harder than they are compelled to do.
Their standard of comfort is not high ; and so long as their urgent
wants are satisfied they do not care to exert themselves.
They work hard enough when work must be done. At seed time
and harvest they give weary days to toil, ploughing and sowing
and transplanting and reaping, often in circumstances of much
discomfort from rain or irrigation ; but they do no more than
they must. Yet in all they are cheery, and one may often hear
the song of them that labour, as well as see the joy of harvest.

To me it was always a touching spectacle to see a band of
pilgrims on their way to Jaganath’s temple at Puri.* They used
to pass through Raipur before the railway to Puri made pil-
grimage more easy. They were going to fulfil some vow, to give
thanks for some special blessing. They would come sometimes,
nearly a whole village together, for hundreds of miles with their
bullocks and carts and their families, and go singing down the
road the praises of their God. They had looked forward to
this pious journey for years, and expected much blessing from it.
Often they would return weary and wellnigh stripped of all
they had by the rapacious priests and temple servants. Often
some of them fell victims to cholera and other ills incident to pil-
grim life in India. Sometimes they had not even obtained a
satisfactory view of the strangely unlovely idol they had gone
to see. But they were going back to their old life, loyal and
patient as ever, not understanding why things had not been made
brighter for them, but not complaining. In much of their life
we cannot help these people; but we can at least sympathise
with them, and we can hardly help loving them when we know
them well.

* The temple of Jaganath (*‘the Lord:of the World,” a form of Krishna) at
Puri is one of the principal places of pilgrimage in India.
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St. Paul said * to the Athenians, ¢ Ye men of Athens, 1n all
things I perceive that ye are somewhat superstitious (or
rehigious)  This 1s emphatically a characteristic of the Indian
peoples. At the time of the great eclipse of the sun, in the last
decade of last century, I happened to be at home on leave
The late Professor Copeland, the Astronomer Royal in Scotland,
asked me to help him 1 respect of an expedition he was organis-
ing to see 1t in India I gave him letters of mtroduction to some
of the Central Provinces office1s, and amongst others to the Tah-
sildar of Katol, a town on the line of total echpse When
he came back he was full of the kindness he had received, and
especially of the unstinted help the country people had given
him. When I met the Tahsildar (a Brahman from the Konkan
of Bombay) I congratulated him on his having made Professor
Copeland’s visit a success He said, with a smile, *“ The credit
1s not mime. The Professor has a most venerable appear-
ance, and I translated his title of ¢ Astronomer Royal ’ mto
Marathi as © Astrologer to the Queen’; so the people recerved
him with reverence, and gave him all the help they could ”

I was greatly moved by the following incident I had
assembled many landlords and bankers to 1eceive my thanks
for the help they had given to the people during the trials of
the famme which I had to fight as Chief Commuissioner of the
Central Provinces The famine seemed over, for the Meteoro-
logical Department had given us good hope of ramn; and
I fixed my meeting for the beginning of July, feeling confident
that the monsoon would have burst by then But the ramn
had not come; and the sky was clear when we went to the
meeting. Our hearts were full of anxiety. In speaking of 1t
at the end of a long meeting 1n which the work of all had
been detailed and many had received special marks of ap-
proval, I said that perhaps we had another year of tral
before us, but that we prayed to the Merciful Father to deliver
us from so terrible a wisitation

* Acts xvu 22 (Rewised Version) ‘the margm reads * rehgious” for * super-
shhbous ”
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As I drove away {from the meeting, the sky was overclouded,
and I barely got under cover before the rain came down. As
my wife and I sat at lunch there was shouting outside. Thou-
sands were gathered with relieved and thankful hearts. They
shouted, “ Victory to our Chief Commissioner! He prayed for
rain ; and it has come.” I spoke to them a few words of good
cheer, and bade them go home and give God the glory. The
scene greatly impressed us. It was full of gladness and of
solemnity. They have the faith of little children, and * of
such is the kingdom of God.”

One of the greatest evils connected with agricultural life in
India is the indebtedness of the people, and the difficulty that
they have in obtaining command of capital for carrying on
agricultural work and effecting improvements. The indebted-
ness of the people has long attracted the attention of the
Government and of those who are in any way interested in their
welfare. It is not easy to understand why there should be so
large a proportion of the agricultural community involved in
debt ; for there are so many careful and prudent persons among
the agricultural classes that many who know them would be
inclined to say that habits of prudence and thrift characterise
the people generally. That the Hindu is not necessarily im-
provident and unthrifty is manifested by the many cases that
one sees of lives conducted on sound business principles ; and
yet it cannot be denied that indebtedness is, to an extraordinary
degree, characteristic of the agricultural classes.

There is one~reason for this which is manifest on the
face of it to any one who has practical experience of the life
of the people, namely, that it is practically impossible for
any man or any family that has once fallen into debt to recover.
Therefore, generation by generation there is a tendency for
indebtedness to increase. It is not the policy of the money-
lender to sell up the debtor except under special circum-
stances. He will sell him up if he desires for himself, or for
any one in whom he is interested, the property which the debtor
owns; or he will sell him up when the debtor has become so
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mvolved as to be unable to pay what he regards as adequate
nterest for the money he has lent ; but he will not ordmarly
sell him up so long as he can extract from him a good profit m
the shape of interest. Then, again, there 1s something n the
chimate of India that 1s agamst any great or special effort.
The routme of Iife 1s as much as most men desire special
effort 1s irksome Thus 1t 1s that, from generation to generation,
the debt descends, sometimes without increasing i volume to
any very appreciable extent, but without diminishing There 1s
one thing the creditor does not like mn a debtor who has pro-
perty such as to form anything like reasonable security . that
1s repayment of the loan, and the conditions of the debt are
generally such as make the repayment of the principal very
difficult.

Certain exceptional demands of the debtor for more money
tend also to increase or, at all events, to maintain the amount of
thedebt A man may be repaying his debt steadily year by year;
but suddenly a marriage 1s to take place which must be on a
scale of expenditure such as will reflect credit on the family,
and be a subject of pride to the married couple in after years.
This expenditure may swallow up all that has been repaid, or
even more; and the debt 1s left at least as heavy a burden as
before. Or there may be a temporary or local failure i crops,
from the direct consequence of which the agriculturist only
escapes by mcurring fresh debt. With a people who find 1t
exceedingly difficult to get rid of debt when once incurred,
and who have many occasions in the course of their ordmary
hfe on which a sudden demand 1s made for money which they
have not at hand, it 1s only natural that indebtedness should
tend to increase.

It 1s an extraordinary thing how difficult many natives find
1t to keep money. They are very sensitive to such public opinion
as exists in their villages. And that public opimion 1s frequently
unfavourable to the prudent use of money, especially 1f that
money 1s of the nature of % “ windfall.” I had once a native
coachman who talked French. I forget how I discovered this
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very unusual accomplishment, for he never boasted of it. I
discovered it one day by accident ; and then I ascertained on
inquiry that he had emigrated to the West Indies, where he
had spent some years. I asked him whether he had saved
nothing there. He told me that he had been very comfortable.
His employer had been kind to him, and had paid him well ;
but he had longed to get back to his home ; and, having saved
over five hundred rupees, he had returned.

Such a sum would in those days have kept him and his
family in comfort for five years; or invested it would have
made him a comparatively rich man. I asked him how he had
invested his savings. He replied that he had not possessed
them over two or three weeks. There was a feast to be given
to his caste-fellows on his return, so that his position in the
caste might be assured after his journeyings beyond * the black
water ”’; and there were presents and entertainments to be
given to his friends : how could he, after a long absence, refuse
such calls? So all the savings of his exile were gone ; and he
had settled down to a life for which he had acquired both the
taste and the qualifications during his absence. He was an
excellent coachman, hard-working and conscientious, and simply
devoted to his horses.

Another case occurs to my mind. A good Gond cultivator
of great vigour and of no little intelligence had placed me under
considerable obligation by services rendered to me in the jungle.
" AsIwasleaving that part of the country, I made him the present
of what seemed to him a very large sum of money. He at once
asked me to buy a little bit of land with it, and present that
instead. I advised him to look out for a piece of land and buy
it himself. He said that he feared that was impossible : his
friends would think it so selfish of him to keep all that money
to himself ! So I got him to look out quietly for such a plot as
would suit him, and report privately to me. I then got a
trustworthy Indian friend to buy it for me, and handed it over
to the Gond, who was allowed to enjoy it in peace.

Such incidents as these are quite typical. They indicate
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what 1s well known to all who know the people well, namely,
that 1t 1s hard for the ordinary native of India to keep money
He hives up to hus mmcome he 1s expected to do that. He 1s
thrifty in that he can hive on little ; but as a rule he cannot
save, unless he does 1t secretly : there are too many effective
demands on his purse from his relatives and friends It 1s a
defect 1n social economy ; but 1t has this redeeming feature,
that it saves the country from a poor law. the people sup-
port their own poor liberality 1s characternstic of the people

The Settlement Officer soon learns this, and it greatly affects
the assessment made by wise and considerate officers There
1s nothing more disastrous to a district than a harsh, incon-
siderate, and heavy assessment An assessment may be ac-
tually just, and yet haish and unwise. I remember having a
talk, when I was a Commaissioner of Division, with a Malguzar of
many villages, 2 man of position and influence 1n that part of
the country He complained of the great mcrease in his assess-
ment. I went over all the papers with him very carefully It
was easy to show that owing to the construction of the railway
and the general rise of prices, the assessments were perfectly
just. My friend, an upright and honest man, admitted frankly
that this' was tiue  But he pomted out that he had saved
but little, and that it was very difficult for hum to reduce
his expenditure at once within the limits of his reduced income
I represented the matter to the Settlement Officer, and to the
Government, and his assessment was slightly reduced, and
(what was much more important) the increase was made
progressive over a term of years. This 1s a wise and reasonable
procedure sometimes adopted in such cases.

To return to the matter of indebtedness, what strikes one
as particularly noteworthy 1s the high rate of interest which
money-lenders all over the country are able to exact. Cases
are constantly brought to notice which actually appal one:
the interest seems so extortionate. One is apt, from the ex-
perience which he has of a large number of such cases to de-
nounce the money-lender and to regard him as one of the enemies
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of his race. It would be unfair to take up this position, and to
pass a sweeping condemnation on the whole class. It is
necessary to consider the circumstances more carefully, and
also to bear in mind that there are many kinds of men with
many characters engaged in this profession. At the same time,
it is undoubtedly true that a Government officer engaged in
Revenue work, or in the administration of civil justice meets
with a large number of cruel and rapacious men following the
occupation of money-lender.

In some villages I have known the good old hereditary
money-lender, whose family had followed this calling for genera-
tions among people who looked up to him very much as to a
father. I remember one kindly old money-lender, with no
very great capital, but just enough to meet the wants of the
village community. He had very few customers outside his
own village, and the villagers never dreamed of going to any
one else. Their relations with him were very kindly. I do
not think that I ever heard of his being in court as a
plaintiff. Any disputes were settled by the village “ Pan-
chayat,” * whose authority is frequently exercised with great
advantage. He gave the people his money when they needed
it ; they paid interest for it; and he was nothing but their
kindly friend. This, however, is a state of things that one
does not find often nowadays, and then only in the remoter
villages in the course of a tour in the interior. One finds
somewhat more frequently a Malguzar who lives on such
terms with his own ryots.t He lends them seed grain, and
sometimes gives them also subsistence during the time of
ploughing and sowing and waiting for the harvest; and then
he is repaid for what he has advanced, receiving in addition
to that the interest on his advance and his rent. In many
cases, I have found the relations between such a Malguzar and
his ryots to be of the most kindly character, though this also

* The Panchayat is the Council of Village Elders: its literal meaning is
«« Council of Five.” The influence of these Elders, based on their age, character,
and local experience, was very great: it is in many places now waning.

+ The ryot or rayat is the tenant.
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1s a phase of Indian life which 1s too much passing away with
advancing civilisation.

It is not only as an illustration of the more simple and kindly
past that one takes pleasure 1 such cases as I have indicated
They also serve as an explanation of the state of things mn
regard to mndebtedness which has grown up largely under our
own civilisation There was no doubt a considerable amount of
debt and of usury before our time ; and traditions come down to
us which show that the character and practice of the usurer were
often even worse then than we find them now The high rate
of interest then charged and the severity of the usurer’s attitude
may 1n some cases have been due to the fact that the remedy
against a recaleitrant or neglgent debtor was not so simple
nor so prompt mn those days as it 1s now, and that therefore the
risk of loss was greater It must also be remembered that in
those days there was much less capital A loan was not so
easily obtamned. When the usurer came m with his advance of
money he found a man with an urgent demand, who at the same
time was not a very satisfactory debtor, and the transaction
was one mn which his position of advantage enabled him to get
almost any return for the risk that he was running, and what he
demanded was often exorbitant

The ordmary transactions between creditor and debtor were
then mainly connected with the advance of gram for sub-
sistence, and for seed to the agriculturist These were repayable
m kind at the harvest A very common rate of interest was
swwar (hiterally “ one and a quarter ’)- that is to say, the
gram was to be returned with 25 per cent of interest. This
seems at first sight very high mnterest, especially as the debt
had to be repaid within about six months; but when 1t
1s remembered that the price of gram 1s high at the time of
sowing and low at the time of harvest, this rate of mterest does
not appear to be so exorbitant.

Now, m India, custom, rather than either competition or
reason, regulates to a very. large extent economic conditions,
and the rate of interest has a very unfortunate connection
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with this customary law. When, on the one hand, improved
communications made markets accessible, and, on the other
hand, the natural tendency of advancing civilisation substituted
payments in cash for payments in kind, there was introduced
that modification of the relation between creditor and debtor
which changed these old grain debts into money debts. But then
customary law prevailed to enable the money-lenders to extract
from their debtors the old rate of interest. We find, therefore,
that, even when the debts are contracted in cash, the rate of
interest at which the agriculturist is being financed varies
throughout India, in the great majority of cases, from 25 to
50 per cent. A man borrows money for seed grain for the rabi
or spring harvest, and for subsistence during the period of
preparation for that harvest. He may borrow the money
about June or July, and he repays it seven or eight months
later. He promises to repay it with siwag, that is, with interest
at 25 per cent. Twenty-five per cent for eight months is equal
to 874 per cent a year.

Even this is not the worst. Usury laws were introduced by
well-meaning but misguided authorities, with a view to bene-
fit debtors, but really to their injury. I need not discuss
the many ways in which usury laws are avoided; but there
is one habit which is largely due to usury laws, and which
has greatly increased the burden of the agriculturist in regard
to the interest he pays: that is the habit of over-stating the
debt and paying interest in advance. When a debtor was hard
pressed for money and came to his creditor, the creditor found
that the rate of interest which the law allowed was just about
one-half of what he wanted. All that he had to do, however,
was to double the sum the debtor required, and compel the
debtor to acknowledge the receipt of that larger sum, while
he only really received the smaller. This secured for the
creditor all that he wanted in the way of interest, and for the
debtor all that he wanted in the way of cash.

The necessity for this has passed away with the usury laws ;
but a habit once learned is not easily forgotten in India. It is
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not necessary now to resort to the practice (though, unfortun-
ately, examples still occur) of entering an over-statement of the
amount of the debt in the bond, but the habit has been
acquired of making a deduction from the amount actually
paid to the debtor. This deduction is now made on the plea of
having the first instalment of mterest paid 1n advance If a
man 1s borrowing Rs 100 at 25 per cent and pays the in-
terest 1 advance, he 1s actually receiving Rs 75 at 88% per
cent. If the debt i1s payable m six months 1t 1s not less than
66% per cent.

Thus the high rate of interest prevailing so widely in agricul-
tural communities throughout India 1s due 1in part to customary
rates for cash which took their origin in old days when security
was less sound than now, and when recovery was much more
difficult It 1s also due to the maintenance, in respect of cash,
of rates of interest which were reasonable for gramn m view of
the lower prices at harvest than at seed time, but which are
exorbitant i respect of cash It 1s also m part due to the
payment of interest i advance, a practice which appeais to
have its origin 1n the unfortunate lessons taught by the usury
laws. The result 1s that the agricultural communities are
deeply mvolved in debt, and are unable to obtamn capital
for the carrying on of their busmess and for effecting improve-
ments on anything like reasonable terms.
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with the usurer. But there is nothing more difficult

than to defend an ignorant peasantry against the con-
sequences of their own thoughtlessness. It is necessary that
the law should, as far as possible, be certain in its operation ;
and it is impossible to leave the laying down of the law entirely
to the courts, especially when the Judges live apart from the
people, and do not understand their circumstances. In older
days the Judges lived more among the people, and had much less
judicial work., It was wonderful how much of substantial
justice was done in these days by men who did not discriminate
much between law and fact, but were inclined to regard law
as nothing more than the correct interpretation and treatment
of fact. All the same, the idiosyncrasies of individual officers
intensified the proverbial uncertainty of the law, and ex-
perience tended to show that attempts to interfere with con-
tracts as made often resulted in injury to the people generally,
and that the astute usurer could often, by some means or
other, get round such provisions of the Acts of the legislature
or of the case-law of the judges as were framed for the protec-
tion of their debtors.

Early in my service I was employed as a Subordinate Judge
in succession to a man who was well known to be very per-
functory in his work. I found that this man had not noticed
a change in the Law of Limitation regarding the date in pro-
ceedings in Execution of Decrees from which the period of
limitation was to count. Formerly it had been the date of final
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order m the last Execution proceedings; now 1t was the
date of institution of these pioceedings. I found a case of
Execution pending agamst a Kunb: * Malguzar. I read the
proceedings carefully It was plamn that the court had given
a decree with great reluctance owing to the exorbitant nature
of the demand. The old debt, which had been contracted by
the present Judgment Debtor’s father, had been paid off over
and over agaimn by the excessive interest demanded, despite
the good security of the land; yet the debt had mcreased m
amount. And now the Malguzai’s village was to be sold

I discovered that the usuter (who was well known as a
relentless Shylock) had brought his Execution proceedings
after the period prescribed by the new law had expired.,
I told him so, and mtimated that I would strike off the case
and set the debtor free I knew that 1t was necessary to
see for myself that the debtor understood this So I directed
the Tahsildar T to oider him to appear before me on the day
fixed for hearing the case He came, and I explained to him
that as the debt had not been contracted by him, and had been
more than adequately repaid already, I had determined to
take advantage of a mistake m law made by his cieditor and
dismiss the case : his village was now restored to him ; and he
had better keep out of debt in future He could hardly believe
that the burden of years had rolled away. I record with
satisfaction that I knew him afterwards for years, and that he
kept free of debt  As for the usurer, he had many similar cases ;
and his mistake m law really, broke his heart. His son,
though not altogether estimable, did not inherit his father’s
ruthless disposition By some such means as these, or otherwise,
one was able sometimes to save a worthy agriculturist ; but
such efforts were sporadic and only affected individuals.

A far more extensive and systematic effort directly to
relieve indebted agriculturists was made possible mn the Cen-
tral Provinces by the famine of the last years of the nine-

* The Kunbis are a good cultivating caste
t Indian local Revenue officer
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teenth century. The Government is the great landowner.
The * proprietors > of land realise the profits of their home
farms and also receive the rents from the tenants of the other
village lands; and out of these profits and rents they pay
to Government as revenue a sum fixed from time to time
on well-understood principles, retaining the balance as their
own. Many of the tenants again have certain rights of transfer,
which give their lands a marketable value. It is clear that this
system has two great advantages. It gives the landlord an
interest in the prosperity of his tenants ; for he cannot pay his
revenue unless they can pay their rents. It also gives the
Government a direct interest in the prosperity of both land-
lords and tenants, on which the realisation of the assessed
revenue depends. When agricultural trouble comes, the tenants
look to the landlord, and both look to the Government, for
sympathy and necessary assistance. This is the natural working
of the system. I have seen it in the Central Provinces ; and I
have seen the other system of a permanent settlement, in which
the payments to Government have no real relation to present
conditions : there can be no doubt that under the latter system
there is no such bond of intimacy and sympathy between the
Government and the people as under the former.

Now when the famine came in the Central Provinces, the
severest famine in all our history, apart from the relief works
and other measures for the feeding of the people, it was necessary
to take steps to help the agricultural community through the
unparalleled crisis. Among these measures were the grant of
“ takavi * loans and the remission of revenue. The loans were
given to Malguzars and ryots who needed them to enable them
to purchase seed and carry through their agricultural work.
The remission of revenue meant that the Government not
only suspended, but actually wrote off revenue which the failure
of the crops rendered it impossible for the Malguzars to pay.
It was at once seen that the interests of the people and of
the Government alike demanded that this liberality on the
part of Government necessitated similar liberality on the part
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of other creditors. Government could not agree to give ad-
vances or remit dues from the public funds merely to make
1t easier for other creditors to realise their dues. The law
rendered 1t possible for Government to avoid this blunder,
while helping the people.

The revenue 1s the fiist charge on the land: every other
debt gives place to this; and “ takavi™ 1s collected so far
Iike land revenue that it has a certain precedence. If the
Government chose to do so, 1t could realise its revenue by
selling up a defaulting Malguzar, no matter what the cir-
cumstances were that led to the default. Of course, Govern-
ment would never sell up a man whose default was due
to scarcity or famine, if he could be saved But 1t would
not abstam from selling him up if by that act of clemency
it could not save him, but merely leave the creditor to sell
him up, and realise for himself the money which ought
legally and rightfully to find 1ts way into the public purse
Therefore, the Government went to the creditors and said,
“We will not help your debtors unless you also show them
clemency, and place them 1n a position, after paying you what
they reasonably can, to live m a faly suitable way and
carry on their agricultural work ” The sensible or sympa-
thetic creditor would have no desire to see his debtor sold up
for the Government revenue that would be to kill the goose
that laid for him the golden egg  He would therefore naturally
be willing to help the Government to set the debtor, rendered
bankrupt by the scarcity, on his feet again. This was the basis
of the great scheme of “ debt concihation * in the Central
Provinces.

It was wonderful how 1t succeeded. At first a good deal of
persuasion was required But as the operations spread and
became well understood, ““ suspicion gave way to acquiescence,
and acquiescence to an apprehension lest one should be left
out of the scheme ” Creditors petitioned for “ concihiation
as well as debtors. It was fine to see an officer at work. We
gave our best Indian officers to the scheme. Such an officer
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would be seen sitting down quietly among the people, with the
creditors on one side and the debtors on the other. Beside him
were sometimes seated influential landlords and others, who
helped him in his work. Around this group, or in its vicinity,
were other creditors and debtors awaiting their turn. In quiet
and confidential conference the ‘ Conciliation Board ” ascer-
tained all the assets and liabilities of each debtor. Its aim
was to bring the amount of each man’s debts within his paying
capacity. It did not press wasteful remissions. If a debtor
were in a position to pay all, no remission was adjudged ; but
solvent persons rarely applied.

Where its action was required, the Board not only arranged
for remission, but also settled the whole method of such pay-
ments as it found right to order. Sometimes the whole estate
was left with the debtor, suitable instalments being fixed for
payment of such a portion of the debt as was not remitted.
Sometimes part of the estate was given, and sometimes merely
nominal payments, in full satisfaction of all claims, enough
being left to the debtor to live on. The effect on the community
was wonderful. Enormous debts were wiped out. A million
of rupees of debt were remitted in the Sangor District, and
about six hundred thousand each in the Balaghat and Bhandara
Districts. The work was carried on in some other parts at the
same time. Creditors felt that they were better off than they
would have been by the mere ruin of their debtors. Debtors
were set free from an absolutely unbearable incubus which
had taken all heart out of them. I know of hardly anything
that made a greater impression on the people; and the effect
on their condition and spirits was very noticeable. It is es-
pecially delightful, too, to think that the work was done mainly
by Indian officers, who threw themselves heart and soul into it,
and did it with sympathy, tact, and uprightness. Men like
Anant Lal, Ram Bhau and Ganga Singh showed what devotion
to duty animates some of our Indian officers.

Such a measure as this, however, is temporary, and meets a
special crisis. The evil of indebtedness among the agricultural
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community demands more permanent measures. These have
occupled the attention of the Government from time to time.
But the root of the matter was never touched until the 1dea of
co-operative credit was taken up and worked out by the
Agricultural Department. The history of this measure 1s
interesting as 1illustrating the manner m which schemes are
framed 1n India.

The Agnicultural Depaitment owed its origin to the famines
and to the desne to make the people less dependent on the
amount and distribution of the rammfall This Department
concerns 1itself with matters affecting the interests of the
agricultural commumity It amms at assisting them in the
selection of seed, mn finding the best markets, in ascertaining
the most marketable products, and 1n adopting new machinery
and methods suited to India, and m other ways improving
therr cultivation and ther staples It also concerns itself
with carrymg out, or assisting the people in carrymg out,
permanent land improvements, designed both to improve agri-
culture m ordmary years, and also to make the people more
independent in years when the ordinaiy conditions do not
prevail.

In 1882 I was appomted the first Director of Agriculture
m the Central Provinces, and entrusted with the task of n-
augurating the new Department there I was sent to other
Provinces to see what had been done The greatest progress
had been made 1 the North-west Provinces and Oudh (now
known as the United Provinces); and I remember the sense
of hopefulness with which I returned to the Central Provinces
to take the work in hand under my old Chief, Sir John Morris.
But I was withdrawn from the work by one of those accidents
which so often interfere with our plans in India, the sudden
illness of the Chief Secretary, to whose office Sir John Morns
transferred me. On my advice, Sir John sent for Mr. (now
Sir Bamfylde) Fuller, then Assistant Director . the North-
western Provinces, who had shown me over the work that
was being done there.
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Mr. Fuller came with that unbounded energy that has always
characterised him, and full of zeal for the new work with which
his association with Sir Edward Buck had inspired him, and
the Department, in which Settlement work and Agricultural
work were then united, was soon in first-rate working order. It
was reserved, however, for the famine to turn more earnest
attention to the agricultural part of the work, especially in
regard to schemes for irrigation. But I must not allow myself
to be drawn into reminiscences of the tours over the Province
which I took with my old friend Mr. Craddock, now its Chief
Commissioner, and Mr. Harriott of the Public Works Depart-
ment, now one of his secretaries, and of the great schemes
which we planned and which they have carried out.

One matter which has long attracted the attention of Revenue
officers and is now the special care of the Agricultural Depart-
ment is the question of financing agricultural improvements.
The lesson learned by the Government of India is well and
briefly expressed in the following sentence from the Report of
the Famine Commission, presided over by Sir Anthony (now
Lord) Macdonnell : * We attach the highest importance to the
establishment of some organisation or method whereby cul-
tivators may obtain, without paying usurious rates of interest,
and without being given undue facilities for incurring debts,
the advances necessary for carrying on their business.”

The Agriculturists’ Loans Act had been passed years before,

the object of which was to enable the Government to give cheap

loans in times of need. But it was too restricted in scope and
too rigid in method to be very successful. At the same time it
was distinctly contrary to the interests of the money-lender ;
and he made himself so objectionable to the cultivator in
regard to other debts, that he was able, very often, to induce
him to refrain from availing himself of the help of the Govern-
ment. It is to the Madras Government that we owe the initia-
tion of a system which seems more likely to meet the difficulty
than anything that has hitherto been attempted.

The very question stated in the extract from the Famme
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Commussion Report just quoted had engaged the attention of
many philanthropists in Europe half a century before And
when Sir Frederick Nicholson was, under the orders of the
Madras Government, making a special inquuty nto the possi-
bility of establishing * Land Banks ” and Agricultural Banks
in that Presidency, the scheme which had succeeded 1n Europe
attracted his attention The Raiffeisen system 15 well suited
for country districts, and 1s therefore pima facie well suited
for an agricultural country like India , while the Schulze system
is adapted to town life The Governm:nt of India passed 1n
1904 ““ The Co-operative Credit Societies Act,” which recognises
both of these systems

The Limted Liability Societies ale confined to those estab-
lished among traders in towns, where want of mtimate
acquamtance with one another renders the members unwilling
to accept unlimited habihty On the other hand, in rural
villages where all the people are acquainted with one another,
where each can watch and know the doings of his neighbours,
unlimited habihity 1s perfectly reasonable Experience shows
also that 1t 1s the only possible foundation for successful work ;
and 1t 1s entirely consistent with the history and traditions
of village hife m India The Village Community has always
been regarded as a homogeneous body, and 1t 1s entirely n
accordance with Indian sentiment that the Legislature has
in this Act laid down the principle of unlmited hability for
work m rural tracts

The Raiffeisen system 1s wonderfully adapted to the demo-
cratic character of the Indian Village System. Even now there
1s a clear recognition of the common interest, and 1t 1s an
essential feature of the old system that this common interest
should be safeguarded by the Panchayat  Co-operation
the advancement of this common mterest 1s still a recognised
duty, although the recogmition is not so strong as formerly
It 1s not wealth only that gives influence and position 1 the
Indian willage 1t 1s rather sound common sense and wisdom,
and a character for probity and uprightness. In therr own
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villages the majority of the people have a character for honesty,
which would much surprise those who know them only in the
law courts. This character for honesty, this mutual confidence
in a community, is the best basis of any sound system of
co-operative credit.

There is not much capital among the villagers generally ;
but there is that which is more necessary than ecapital to
the unlimited liability of the Raiffeisan system. It demands
a restricted area of operation, a thorough acquaintance of
the members with each other, a consequent readiness to
incur unlimited liability in respect of the operations of the
Society, no shares and no dividends, and consequently no
private as opposed to-common interest, readiness to render
gratuitous service, strong public opinion in favour of rectitude
in dealings with one another, repayment of loans from the
profits or savings affected through the loan, and an indivisible
reserve fund. These requirements are precisely what can be
secured under the Indian Village System.

One of the ultimate tests of the success of the movement
will be the ability of the banks to attract local capital. The
capitalists are to a large extent the money-lenders, who did
not at first look with friendly eyes on an institution which they
suspected as having a tendency, if not actually designed, to
drive them from the field; but the capital even from this
source is steadily increasing ; and in many places local capital-
ists now readily deposit money in these banks. The money-
lender is not necessarily the enemy of the public interest. The
bad system which had grown up, as already described, had
largely thrown him into an unfriendly position towards
the community; but this is not consistent with the true
spirit of Indian village life. Joint Stock Banks are also
being gradually brought into the movement as a financing
agency.

When I last examined the matter in Bengal, about 50
per cent of the capital of the Village Societies was already
supplied by outside investors and Joint Stock Banks lending
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them money on business terms The establishment of several
central mstitutions has also greatly assisted imndividual societies
in maintaining their own position  Such mstitutions are
ordinanly formed by a combination of individual societies
on the jont stock basis. They have more easy access to the
money market, and are able to raise money on more favourable
terms than individual societies They have also another very
important function, that of inspection and control It 1s not to
the advantage of the co-operative system that the inspection
and control of societies should be exclusively, or even mainly,
mn the hands of Government self-reliance and self-help, which
are surely among the mam objects of the system, must be
encouraged

The system appeals strongly to any one who has studied
with interest the traditions and practice of Indian hife, and who
not only sympathises with, but also admires, the general prin-
ciples that underlie those traditions. It inspires such men
with enthusiasm and hope In 1ts mmtial stages, at least, the
history of its progress must laigely depend on the personal
character and influence of the officer in charge of the scheme,
and of his subordinates He must be a man of deep sympathy
with the people, well acquainted with their manners and
customs, able to go about among them in a kindly, frank,
cordial way, and to talk with them in their own vernacular,
and i, mn addition to this, he has very considerable business
capacity, he 1s an 1deal man for the post.

In Bengal, I was able to secure the services of just such a
man m Mr. Wilham Gourlay, of the Civil Service, and he has
mspired his subordinates with his own enthusiasm. His work
has been very successful The work has been going on in that
province for only five years; yet when I last inquired there
were over five hundred societies scattered throughout its
Dastricts, including six central mstitutions, and the combin
capital was about six hundred thousand rupees. The move-
ment has hardly passed beyond the experimental stage ; but
the experiment has been most encouraging, and I trust that
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the zeal and energy with which it has been so far conducted
will be maintained.

Serious and excellent work has been done in the districts
where societies have been formed. Their effect is noticeable
already in the lowering of the rate of interest of the village
money-lenders, and also in the moral and material improve-
ment of the community. Co-operation has, however, merely
touched the fringe of agricultural indebtedness ; and it cannot
claim to have made any appreciable impression on this vast
Province as a whole. It has been necessary to proceed cau-
tiously and to confine work to certain selected areas. The aim
is to produce an organisation in which isolated societies, in
compact areas in different parts of a District, will be grouped
into local unions for the purpose of financial control, and then
to link these unions to a Central Bank at District head-quarters.
Ultimately it may be possible to establish a provincial bank
to which the District banks will be affiliated. Some such system
is necessary to enable the movement to stand alone, without
Government support.

Such an ideal can only be achieved by an organisation of
voluntary workers all over the Province. Mr. Gourlay has
been most successful in securing the co-operation of such
workers. There is perhaps no work in India that will conduce
more to the elevation of the people generally and to the im-
provement of their economic condition. As Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Bengal it was my privilege to acknowledge most devoted
and effective service rendered in this matter by one or two of
the most influential European merchants, by some of the most
devoted and successful missionaries, and by many Indian
gentlemen of position and capacity. There is no work that I
can commend more cordially and more confidently to those who
seek the good of the most important sections of the Indian
peoples.

A good friend of mine, who has studied the subject as much
as any man in India, estimates the indebtedness of the agricul-
tural community in India at five hundred millions sterling.
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I understand that Mr. Gokhale accepts that figure, and I know
European business men of much experience who do Now I
have already said enough to show that the people are probably
paying twenty per cent as iterest more than they would
pay if they were solvent If so, they are overburdened every
year to the extent of a hundred million sterling, or the cost
of a South African war every two years

When we get to figures like that we are beyond our depth , and
of course it 1s only an estimate  But 1t 1s worth while trying to
conceive what an mtolerable burden usurious interest on such
debt 1s on agricultural enterpiise, and what the relief would be 1f
the burden were reduced by the demand of reasonable mnterest
To realise at the same time that this relief would be accom-
plished through the development of self-help and co-operation
fills one with enthusiasm Men, whether European or Indian,
who are mterested i the future of the people, may well give
themselves to this endeavour; and if the assistance of a
sufficient number of such men can be enlisted, success will un-
questionably be attamed



CHAPTER XVI

LOCAL INQUIRIES

troversies and quarrels to settle, so many cases to

hear either formally or informally (the more informally
the better) that he might be led to believe that the native of
India is especially litigious. One very often hears this charge
made against him ; but it is at least doubtful whether it is
not due to a superficial view of the case. There is no doubt
that there is a great deal of litigation, and that, in view of
the numbers of the population and of the wealth and commerce
of the country, there is more litigation than one would naturally
expect. This may, however, be due, partly to the alteration
in the habits of the people resulting from the system which we
have ourselves introduced, and to the passing away of the local
influences for peace and justice which used to prevail before our
system ; partly to the ignorance of our system on the part
of the great mass of the community, and to the power which
their knowledge of the system gives to the more powerful
minority ; partly to the centralisation of our law courts and
the ignorance of native habits, opinions, and feelings, which
far too frequently characterise the Judges; and partly to the
improvidence of the people.

In the old days there was no elaborate system of Judicial
administration. There was no attempt on the part of the
Government to provide for the settlement of all disputes by
highly paid courts. The great majority of the disputes, which
now arise among the people of the interior, either did not arise
at all on account of the force of public opinion, or were settled
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( }OING about among the people, one has so many con-
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locally by men of mmfluence mn the willage. Our system has
undoubtedly tended to deprive public opmion of a great deal
of 1ts authority, and has piractically set aside entuely the
authority of the elders of the village The result 1s that disputes
arise which would formerly have been 1mpossible masmuch as
public opinion would have condemned the raising of such dis-
putes, and at the same time the settlement of such disputes
as anise 1s carried of necessity to the courts.

The wrong-doer does not now go to the elders of the wvillage
to press his claim . he 1s not compelled, and he does not choose
to do so, for he knows that they would be able to take a
just view of the case, and that he would 1n all probability fail
to secure his claim, and, at the same time, damage his
reputation and influence among his own people Or, if the
wrong-doer 1s the man who is resisting a just claim, he de-
clines to submit the case to the judgment of public opinion or
to the elders of the village, and compels the claimant to go
to court I think it 1s largely on this account that the courts
have so many cases brought befoie them which, under the
ordinary circumstances of Indian life, would certainly have
been settled locally and privately, and which 1t 1s most un-
desirable to have contested before the courts of law.

There 1s nothing more lamentable perhaps in the administra-
tion of India than the fact that the officers who preside 1n the law
courts are amimated for the most part by a desire to do right,
and believe themselves to form the great refuge of the people
agamnst mjustice, while at the same time the work they do 1s
regarded by simple people in the interior as very much a matter
either of chance, or of the success of somewhat questionable
methods. It 1s a great help to those appointed to administer
justice, to conduct nvestigations into questions of fact, as far
as possible, on the spot, or to take advantage of local inquiries
conducted by competent and responsible persons

This 1s exemplified 1n one of the most important branches
of the administration, namely, in the Settlement inqury as to
the rights of the different sections of the agricultural community.
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There is no officer of Revenue experience who does not know the
impossibility of anything approaching to moral certainty in
regard to Revenue cases, unless he has not only the parties be-
fore him, but also the parties before him on the spot. When he
is on the spot, sees the matter in dispute with his own eyes, and
hears the evidence in regard to that matter in the presence of the
villagers themselves, he has some ground to hope that the evi-
dence given before him is both truthful in itself, and also pre-
sented in a manner calculated to mislead. Otherwise he may be
misled by evidence which is deliberately false or which, though in
its language apparently truthful, is yet distinctly misleading.
This is, no doubt, true in any part of the world ; but in our own
country there is a strong force of public opinion which con-
demns, in the strongest and most emphatic manner, the giving
of false evidence, and does not approve of the deliberate mis-
leading of the court by the manner in which evidence is pre-
sented. In India public opinion is either indifferent or per-
haps even inclines the other way. Litigation is a form of
warfare ; and all is held to be fair in war.

The very simplest illustrations may be given of this. A Civil
Surgeon in a certain station in the Central Provinces told me
that a pariah (mongrel) dog used to give great trouble to his
servants by stealing their food, and often succeeded even in
carrying off the meat supply of his own kitchen. He gave
orders to his bearer * to let him know at any time when that
dog came for purposes of theft ; and he promised for the sake
of his servants and for his own sake to shoot it. One day he
heard the sound of a gun shot near his verandah. He was lying
down resting after a very long morning in the jail and local
hospital. Hearing the sound he sprang up and ran out. He
saw the dog lying dead, and his bearer holding a gun which had
just been discharged. The dog had lying beside him a small
joint of good * club mutton.” All the other servants had gone
into the bazaar to buy their supply of food, and this servant was

* The bearer is the valet: he is sometimes called * Sirdar.” In the old days of
the palanquin, the Sirdar (headman) and bearers did household work.
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alone in the compound He told his master that, seeing the
dog carrying off the mutton, he had rushed into his study ; but
not finding him there he believed that he had not returned from
his morning’s work. He had accordingly himself seized the gun
and run out with it and shot the dog

A day or two afterwards, his servant told the Civil Surgeon
that he was being prosecuted before the magistrate under
one of the sections of the Penal Code. I forget whether the
charge was one of mischief or of house trespass, but the
allegation was, that this dog belonged to a resident of the town
and that the servant had come to the house of the owner of
the dog, which was about three-quarters of a mile from the
Civil Surgeon’s house, and had, out of pure malice, entered the
premuses of the owner of the dog and shot the animal The
Civil Surgeon sent his servant to an Indian barrster, who was
one of the leading practitioners mn the small local court, and
requested him to undertake the defence At the same time
he told his servant that he himself would be prepared to come
and give evidence as to the exact facts of the case He heard
nothing more of the case for some time ; and then he asked his
servant when it was coming on for hearing His servant rephed
that the case had been already decided m his favour. The Civil
Surgeon inquired whether the owner of the dog had failed
altogether to bring forward any evidence, and he was told that,
far from this, the owner had brought several witnesses to prove
his story ; but the servant added, “ I brought four witnesses
who told the truth ”

The master inquired how 1t was possible that he could have
got this evidence, nasmuch as there was no one m the compound
at the time ; and the servant said that he had ascertained that
four men were willing to come and give clear statements as to
the facts for eight annas, that 1s to say, two annas (or at the then
rate of exchange, threepence) for each witness, and that the
court had heard their statement and had acquitted him of the.
offence charged The servant explained his conduct by saying
that, when he found that he could get the matter settled in this
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way for eight annas, he thought it far better to do so than to
trouble his master to go to court. Soon after, the Civil Surgeon
met his friend the Indian barrister, and asked him about the
case. He expressed his fear that, though the true view had been
taken by the court, it was taken on the evidence of false wit-
nesses. The barrister replied that that was none of his concern ;
that he had received a statement of the facts from the Civil
Surgeon, and that, though he had some doubt in his own mind
as to the truthfulness of the witnesses, he had no doubt as to
the facts to which they gave testimony. He, therefore, allowed
the court to follow its own judgment.

Here we have an illustration of the fact that false witnesses
can be secured to give evidence at an absolutely nominal price ,
that no one seemed to be deeply interested in ascertaining the
truthfulness of the witnesses on the one side or on the other ;
and that the court was content to deal with the statements of
the witnesses by merely counting their heads and declaring that,
as there was evidence as strong on the one side as on the other,
the claim could not be held to be established. This may be
perhaps an exceptionally clear case of the fabrication of false
evidence ; but it is indicative, if not of the general practice of
the courts, at least of the danger to which the courts are exposed.
When a man has made up his mind as to what are his rights, he
often does not hesitate as to the means by which these rights
are to be secured, and is quite prepared to secure them by
foul means, if he cannot secure them by fair.

There is another feature of Indian life illustrated by this inci-
dent ; namely, that false evidence is often used to establish a true
story or a just claim. This is a very common thing. Many a
good case has been destroyed by it. The statement of one
witness is found to be false: it may be proved, for example,
that he was not present to see what he says he saw. This dis-
credits the whole case, and no doubt rightly so. But the case
may be true all the same, and the other witnesses may be
honourable men. The ignorant or prejudiced critic of police

work is often among those who should be reminded of this.
P
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Formerly the Executive officers, in the earlier stages of our
administration, were mn the habit of deciding cases as civil
judges between parties with whom 1n their Executive capacity
they had become more or less acquainted, and of hearing the
evidence of witnesses of which therr local knowledge and
experience enabled them fairly accurately to gauge the value
They may, no doubt, have made mistakes in law which had to
be put right by higher tiibunals, and they may sometimes have
given way to personal bias in favour of persons of good reputa-
tion ; but they were, at all events, less susceptible to the mis-
takes into which courts are led by false evidence at the present
time.

The old system was unsound i principle, and 1t was right
to set 1t aside. But the new system has very serious disad-
vantages The men who preside n the local courts now are
too often men who have bttle or no knowledge of the people
among whom they are dispensing justice ; and they are led,
by the accepted principles of the system which they are ad-
ministering, to exclude from consideration any hittle knowledge
they may have, and to decide cases entirely on the evidence
presented before them, and on the pleadings of counsel on
both sides.

Counsel also are m the same way far too often men who
have been tramed i the distant cities, and now 1eside at the
head-quarters of the courts, without having any such knowledge
of the people of the interior as would enable them to judge of
their integrity as parties or as witnesses. The ordinary 1dea of
an Indian practitioner 1s to win his case, he is, as a rule, by no
means mchned to mvestigate the character of his own chent
or witnesses; and he has not, for the reasons above given,
the capacity for treating effectively the case for the other side
in cross-examination. The court 1s, therefore, in far too many
cases, left to decide what 1s truth amidst conflieting evidence
among which it 1s unable to discriminate.

A great remedy for this defect is local mquiry. Once, on
my return from leave, I was posted to a certain District m the
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Central Provinces where there was a cantonment. There had
been some friction between the regimental authorities and
some influential and ill-conditioned persons in the town. A
case had a short time before been brought against a certain
officer of the regiment, and he had been convicted and fined.
The opinion strongly held by all those who knew him, was
that the conviction was erroneous; but the evidence was un-
doubtedly such as could not be got over.

Just as I arrived, a case was brought against two young
officers for having gone to a village to shoot snipe, having
assaulted certain villagers, and having been prevented from
using their weapons only by having them taken from them.
As I was the senior European magistrate, the case had been
sent to my court. It was fixed for a date about a week later.
On the day following my arrival, which happened to be a Hindu
holiday, I went out to the village to shoot snipe myself. I had
two or three people from that village and from the next to help
me to beat. They did not know me, as I was new to the District.
I talked away to them in a friendly way; and we had a very
pleasant and successful morning together. At breakfast time
I paid the men who were with me, and told them I should
resume shooting after an interval of an hour or two, and that
I should be very glad if they themselves, or any others whom
they chose to send, would help me in the afternoon. They
said that they would themselves remain. I had a talk with
them in a free-and-easy way, and ascertained clearly the facts
of the case which I was about to try.

The two young officers had come to the village to shoot.
They had known nothing of the language and had not been
able to explain their wishes to the people. The agent of the
non-resident Malguzar had happened to be in the village on
business, and had told the people that these young men
had no right -to shoot there, that they would do mischief,
that their guns should be taken from them, and that they
should be sent about their business. The guns were handed
over to certain men to carry. They’ retained them and by
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signs explamed to the young men that they must leave.
There was no assault or violence. I took down the names
of several of those who told me the story, not at the time they
told 1t, but immediately afterwards, and on the plea that I
was willing when I came back to have the same men agam ;
and we parted on most friendly terms.

On the day fixed for the hearing of the case, I found that
the witnesses for the prosecution, who were not of my beaters,
were accompanied by the village servant, who was one of the
men who had been talking with me So when they came mnto the
court and found that I was the magistrate, they did not tell the
story that they had come to tell The result was that the two
young officers were honourably acquitted The men remamed
my fiiends, and helped me 1n spoit on more than one occasion
afterwards I did not make public my method of ascertaining
the facts It was quite sufficient fo1 everybody concerned that
the case had broken down, owing to the witnesses having
an altogether different story to tell from that which was ex-
pected, and at my suggestion the Malguzar’s agent gave a
handsome donation to the local dispensary A story like this,
which 1s very far from exceptional, indicates the difficulties
with which the courts have to contend, difficulties which, if
fully known to the judicial authorities, are in my experience not
fully realised by many of the Judges.

I shall discuss later on the work of the police, and shall
refer to the criticisms often hurled at them by irresponsible
persons, who are wholly ignorant of the constitution of the
force and of 1ts methods of working. Sometimes such criticism
1s made without due consideration by Judges who ought to
know better than to condemn men unheard I do not propose,
therefore, to touch here on this subject at any length. But
I should like to say that there 1s one pomnt in which the police
have a great advantage over the courts, viz that they conduct
their inquries on the spot. The whole question turns on the
character and capacity of the officer making the mnquiry. This
is never to be forgotten. If a low class, unintelhgent, and



LOCAL INQUIRIES - 213
possibly corrupt person is entrusted with an inquiry, it is not
likely to be satisfactory ; and the authority which would en-
trust an inquiry of any importance to such a person is much to
blame: the Police Commission insisted on this most emphatic-
ally. But if an intelligent, upright, and well-trained officer is
conducting the inquiry on the spot, the chances are that the
inquiry is satisfactory and the conclusions probably correct.
There may be mistakes made ; but the chances are in favour
of correct conclusions.

It is well that any police officer, however upright and capable,
should have to establish to the satisfaction of independent
Judicial authority any charge which he holds to be proved.
But, on the other hand, if the Judicial authority is not satisfied,
he should at least abstain from denunciation of the police officer,
and recognise the work he has done though not accepting his
conclusions. I believe that one reason why Judicial officers
often fail to do this is, that they are ignorant alike of the whole
conditions of village life, and of the constitution and practice
of the police force. If they knew how much easier it is to
arrive at the truth on the spot, and how earnest are the efforts
now made to make police investigations satisfactory, they
would not indeed convict men of whose guilt they were not
themselves convinced—they could not do that; but they
would hesitate to denounce the police on one-sided statements
made in court. ’

There is another branch of inquiry in respect of which the
ignorance of local circumstances and of general administration
very materially detracts from the efficiency of the courts in
administering justice. There is nothing more pitiable than to
see an officer with no Revenue experience deciding a case of
tenant right or of fixation of rent in a court at head-quarters.
He has never looked carefualy at a field or examined a crop ;
and yet he is called on to decide as to the tenant’s status and
the rent he should pay on the evidence of contradictory wit-
nesses of whose evidence he cannot hope accurately to estimate
the value. The results are often most injurious to the district.
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This can be best 1llustrated perhaps by reference to experience
of a defimte kind In the Chota Nagpur Division of Bengal,
when I first visited 1t, I found that the action of the civil courts
was operating to dispossess of their rights that section of the
agricultural community which was the most deeply nterested
m the land, and at the same time the weakest and most ignorant
Tt 1s for the defence of the rights of the weak as against the stiong
that our courts exist, and yet the action of the courts in that
Division was favouring the strong as agamst the weak, and
depriving the true cultivators of the soil of therr rights and
Interests 1n 1t, 1n favour of those who were many of them aliens,
and all of them powerful.

The cause of this was simply that these powerful persons
were able to secure good legal advice, they understood the
procedure of the courts, and they knew both how to present
therr claims in a plausible way, and what kind of evidence was
required to support these claims Therr unfortunate oppo-
nents were ignorant of the procedure of the courts, lax m their
attendance at court, and unable to secure proper legal advice
There was one member of the Bar, so far as I remember, who
with great self-demal devoted himself, out of a desire to see
justice done, to protecting the mghts of these ignorant culti-
vators He encouraged them to come to him, and took their
cases either for nothing or at nominal fees, although he was
a man quite able to command a lucrative practice. But, gener-
ally speaking, the members of the Bar were naturally inchined
to take up only the cases of those who were able to pay high
fees and to explamn their cases mtelligently.

Meanwhile, the courts were passing decisions upon the
evidence submitted to them, without any regard to the real
facts of the case, although 1n many nstances these facts might
have been easily ascertamned. At the very time that such m-
justice was bemg done i the courts as tended to excite dis-
content and unrest among the agricultural commumity, &
Record of Rights was being prepared by the Executive officers
of the Government at enormous expense. Experienced Revenue



LOCAL INQUIRIES 215

officers were engaged in local inquiries, conducted on the spot,
in the presence of the people, with all parties represented.
These inquiries were designed to ascertain and record the rights
of the different scctions of the agricultural community. Al-
though the Judges of the courts were meeting these Revenue
officers in society every day, and were perfectly well aware
of the inquiries that were being carried on, they closed their
eyes to these inquiries and decided their cases entirely on
the evidence produced before them in court—evidence which
they ought to have known to be a most unsatisfactory basis for
their decisions.

The action I took was simply to appoint a careful officer, who
was admittedly one of the ablest lawyers of the Judicial Depart-
ment, but who cared at least as much for the substance of justice
as for its forms, to be Judicial Commissioner of that Division.
After he had taken over charge, he met the Revenue Com-
missioner, and the principal Settlement Officer at a conference
at which I presided ; and the whole matter of the rights of these
agriculturists and of the current Settlement operations was
thoroughly discussed.

Mr. Carnduff, the Judicial Commissioner to whom I refer
(now a Judge of the Calcutta High Court), had had a dis-
tinguished career as a Judicial officer in Bengal, and as
Under Secretary and Secretary of the Legislative Department
of the Government of India, and had the confidence of the
Judicial as well as of the Executive officers of Government,
owing to his soundness of judgment and his high legal attain-
ments. He made an arrangement whereby all the Judges
dispensing justice in the civil courts of that Division were in-
vited to attend a series of lectures by the Settlement Officer
on the principles and practice of Settlement work, so that they
might understand what was the nature of the inquiries that
were being made, and of the Record of Rights based on these
inquiries. The result was a vital change for the better in the
practice of the courts.

The same principle was, with the consent of the High Court,
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applied to a considerable extent throughout the whole Province
It was arranged that Judicial officers of omgmal jurisdiction
should be placed on special duty with Settlement officers to
study settlement, when then services could be spared from their
own special work I have no doubt that this will tend greatly to
the practical improvement of the administration of justice mn
cases between landlord and tenant, and other cases affecting the
agricultural community  Surely the necessity for such action in
this particular class of cases 1s only an indication of the im-
portance of practical knowledge of the people, their customs
and their interests, on the part of the officers engaged m the
administration of justice. It 1s impossible without grave
injury to the interests of the people to leave the administration
of justice in the hands of men whose traming consists only
in the study of law baoks, and who are without that knowledge
of men and of customs which intercourse with the people 1s
necessary to supply.

There could be no more fatal error in Judicial admimstration
m India than to suppose that the lawyer tramned mn Enghsh
law 1s 2pso facto able to dispense justice in the Indian courts.
Yet 1t 15 an error that prevails far too widely, and 1s difficult
to eradicate. It 1s of great interest in this connection briefly
to recall the history of the formation of the High Court For-
merly there had been two Appellate Courts existing side by
side, an arrangement which led to difficulties which are fully
described 1 Ilbert’s ©“ Government of India,” as well as in the
Parhamentary Debates

In mntroducing i June, 1861, the Bill *for the purpose
of forming one instead of two Superior Courts i India,”
Sir Charles Wood thus explamned the position *# ¢ There
1s the Supreme Court, consisting of lawyers and Queen’s
Judges sent out from this country, which has complete
jurisdiction over the three Presidency Towns of Bengal [1e
Calcutta], Bombay, and Madras, and exclusive criminal juris-
diction 1n important matters over Europeans, in whatever part

* Hansard’s Parhamentary Debates, Vol CLXIII, p 647
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of India they may be. There is also the Sadar (or Chief) Court.
That is a court of appeal for all the courts in the country,
whether they are presided over by natives or by Europeans
(i.e. members of the Civil Service); and it also exercises over
these courts a sort of superintendence, or what may be called
the functions of a Minister of Justice. In the evidence which
was given before the Committee that sat on East Indian affairs
in 1852-8, a strong opinion was expressed by those most
competent to give an opinion, that it was desirable, with a
view to the better administration of justice in India, that those
two courts should be consolidated into one, which would unite
the legal knowledge of the English lawyers with the intimate
knowledge of the customs, habits and laws of the natives
possessed by the Judges in the country.”

This last clause is of immense importance. It was a wise and
accurate statement of the circumstances and necessities of the
case. It was reiterated in the following clear declaration of the
intention of the proposed change: ‘The present Supreme
Court consists entirely of Queen’s Judges sent from this country,
while the Sadar Court consists entirely of members of the Civil
Service, who have risen through the successive stages of the
Service, but who have not necessarily had the slightest legal
training. With their great knowledge of local habits and
customs will be united the legal training and knowledge of
the English, Scottish and Irish Bars. Their knowledge of
native habits and customs will be of the greatest assistance
in guiding the opinions of the legal members of the court ; and
the union of these two classes of Judges will constitute a far
better court than would be formed by either separately.”

Fifteen was fixed as the maximum number of Judges under
the Charter, and the Bill provided that one-third of the Judges
should be barristers and one-third civil servants, leaving it to
the Government to choose the remaining third from either of
these two classes, or from natives or other qualified persons.
Sir Charles Wood opposed an amendment by Mr. Vincent
Scully to provide that one-half of the Judges (instead of one-
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third) should be barnisters He said, * To insist on one-half
of the Judges bemg barristers would give the lawyers an undue
proportion ”; and the amendment was negatived

These principles are as imporiant now as they were then.
A man trammed m England 1s just as ignorant of local habits
and customs now as then ; and knowledge of these 1s as necessary
as ever If modern conditions demand more of legal traming
than formerly on the Bench, the necessity should be met not by
reducing the number of civilian Judges, but by mmproving their
legal traming Men with Indian and local knowledge are as
necessary as ever,

The Bill was also clearly explamed by Earl de Grey and
Ripon,? and there are two sentences in his speech which are
relevant to the matter I am now discussing, and well worth
quoting ““ A very necessary and salutary provision was made
for sending Commuissioners to try cases in parts of the country
distant from the ordinary courts; and also for the exercise by
the Hagh Court of a general supervision over the other courts
in the country, which would place the Chief Justice somewhat
in the position of a Mimster of Justice. He believed that
this measure would improve the administration of justice
in India, strengthen the highest Coutt of Judicature in that
country, and elevate the character of the other courts by placing
them under 1its supervision *’

In this connection, 1t 1s to be added that, in introducing
the Bill, Sir Charles Wood had stated as one of 1its objects,{
“ that in important cases occurring m the various distrcts,
justice as in this country should be admimstered on the spot
by a traimned Judge.” He added, *“ At present, if an Englishman
commuts a crime which may subject him to serious punishment,
he and all the witnesses must be brought to Calcutta, and the
case must be tried there. In future an Enghsh Judge going
into the country will be able to try these cases. At present
when a crime 1s committed up-country by a European, the

* Hansard’s Parhamentary Debates, Vol CLXIV, p 1050
+ Ihud , Vol. CLXIIL, p 653
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necessity of bringing him to Calcutta amounts in many cases
to an absolute denial of justice. It may be impossible in a
country like India to bring justice to every man’s door; but
at all events the system now proposed will bring it far nearer
than at present, and where criminal offences are committed by
a European—happily such offences are rare—the impartial
administration of justice on the spot will produce a most
desirable influence on the minds of the natives.”

All this is to my mind of vital importance. It has, however,
been in regard to certain points almost, and in regard to others
entirely, lost sight of. The personal supervision of the lower
courts had entirely fallen into desuetude, and it was only
revived of recent years with great difficulty. Even now any
personal inspections are sporadic in character. Control and
supervision exercised only by means of tabular statements
and returns cannot but be imperfect and ineffective: the
systematic personal visitation of competent Judges is abso-
lutely necessary. Then, again, there is no such thing as going
on circuit, or trying cases on the spot.

This is to be deplored on the ground stated by Sir Charles
Wood, that the impartial administration of justice on the spot
greatly impresses the native mind. It is also deplorable because
it necessitates the transfer of some important cases to Calcutta,
and leads to the transfer of many other cases on the flimsiest
excuses ; and such transfers are too frequently nothing else
than “a denial of justice.” A Judge ignorant of local con-
ditions tries such a case with a Jury equally ignorant; and
the spectacle cannot fail to be, in not a few cases, far from
edifying. Besides this, the present system involves another loss,
referred to in paragraph 29 of the despatch accompanying the
first Letters Patent (1862), which points out that the trial of
cases by competent Judges on the spot will be an object lesson
to the local courts and “ will materially tend to their greater
efficiency.”

The despatch left the responsibility for carrying out this
important measure to the Governor-General in Council ; but
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the Chief Justice-was to be * habitually consulted in the matter.”
Few men who are acquainted with the admimstration of justice
in the mterior of Bengal will fail to regret that no action has
been taken to carry out this policy. The majority of the Judges
of the High Court are ignoiant of the interior, and the people
of the interior have no personal knowledge of the High Court.
In India such a state of things has only to be understood to be
condemned



CHAPTER XVII
THE POLICE

N the last chapter I have made a brief reference to the
I police. I shall devote the whole of this chapter to that

subject, of which I have had special experience. Perhaps
the most interesting portion of my service in India was the
year (1902-3) in which I travelled all over India, as President
of the Indian Police Commission. This Commission was de-
scribed by Lord Curzon’s Government as a strong and repre-
sentative Commission, and was appointed to inquire into the
state of the police throughout India. At the time I was
appointed President, I was Chief Commissioner of the Central
Provinces. My colleagues on the Commission were— Sir
Edward T. Candy, a distinguished judge of the Bombay High
Court, the Maharajah of Darbhanga, the wealthiest and one
of the most powerful of the nobles of Bengal; Mr. S. Srinivasa
Raghavaiyangar, a Madras Indian of great distinction; Col.
J. A. L. Montgomery, a Commissioner in the Punjab; Sir
Walter M. Colvin, the leading criminal barrister in Allahabad ;
and Mr. A. C. Hankin, Inspector-General of Police under the
Nizam’s Government, and formerly a successful police officer
in the British service. The Judicial service was represented
by Sir Edward Candy, and the Bar by Sir Walter Colvin ;
the Executive service by Col. Montgomery, and the police by
Mr. Hankin; while the Indian views and experience of police
work was well represented by two Indian gentlemen from
Bengal and Madras. The Secretary to the Commission was
Mr. (now Sir) Harold Stuart. We had a delightful time to-
gether. We had differences of opinion, of course; but we

221



222 THE POLICE

never had any discord. We were all anxious to find out the
truth and to state it plainly.

The plan of our operations was as follows. Under orders
from the Government of India, every Local Government had
been called upon to appomt a local committee to investigate
the state of the police and submit a report. That committee
consisted of a Sessions Judge, a District Magistrate, and a
Distuct Superintendent of Police for all the larger Provinces,
and of a District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police
alone for the smaller. The commuttee submitted their report
to the Government of India, through their own Local Govern-
ment, which stated its views on the contents of the report and
on police administration generally. These repoits, with the
letters of Local Governments, were forwarded to the Police
Commuission as soon as that body was constituted

As soon as these reports wete read by the members, the
Commussion met and settled general lines of mquiry, and drew
up a series of questions to be issued to witnesses These
questions were forwarded to witnesses who had been designated
by Local Governments, and also to a few who were known to
members of the Commussion themselves Witnesses were
also invited to add anything they thought worthy of the
attention of the Commuission. At the same time a notice
was published i the Enghsh and vernacular newspapers
of every Province calling on any one who was desirous of
giving evidence to apply for a copy of the questions and to
submit answers to the Commission. Many availed themselves
of this opportunity, especially i the Provinee of Bengal

All the rephes received from these different classes of wit-
nesses were carefully examined by the Commussion, who selected
for oral exammation those witnesses whom 1t was desirable to
examme with a view either to the elucidation or to the com-
pletion of the evidence contamned in therr written rephes.
These witnesses were examined, during the Commuission’s tour,
at convenient centres fixed in the different Provinces. Six
hundred and eighty-three witnesses sent mn written rephes.
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Two hundred and forty-four of these, and thirty-five others,
were examined orally. In the course of its tour, the Commission
visited every Province in India except Beluchistan. It also
visited all the four police training colleges in India, and many
police stations and offices.

As soon as the work in each Province was finished, there was
a conference with the Local Government. Certain local officers,
selected by the Government, were sometimes present at that
conference ; but ordinarily it was confined to the Head of the
Government and his Council, if any, on the one side, and the
members of the Commission on the other. At that conference
the evidence which had been received in the Province, and the
impressions formed by the Commission on that evidence and
on its inspections, were fully discussed. And, finally, there
was a conference at Simla of all the Inspectors-General in India
to discuss certain questions of procedure, discipline, and
statistics.

The report was submitted on the 30th May, 1903, and pub-
lished as a Parliamentary paper after the orders of the Govern-
ment of India on it, contained in Home Department Resolution
No. 248-259, dated 21st March 1905, had been issued. The
Commission had inquired into the adequacy of the organisation,
training, strength, and pay of the police force in every Pro-
vince ; the arrangements for reporting crime, and the work of
village officers and rural police; the system of investigating
offences ; the suitability of the statistical returns ; the general
supervision of the magistracy over the police, and the control
of superior police officers; the railway police and the inter-
provincial police arrangements; and the attractiveness of the
service to the proper class of natives. The report was unani-
mous, except that the Maharajah of Darbhanga differed, to
some extent, in regard to two questions, viz. the relations
between the District magistracy and the police department, and
the system of recruiting for the higher grades. As to the former,
his recommendation was that there should be no connection
whatever between the magistracy and the police. His view
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was based mainly on musreading of the Indian law on the
subject, and a misconception of the state of things in England ;
and 1t was unanimously rejected after full consideration by
his European and Indian colleagues The other pomnt on which
he differed was that he proposed that the higher ranks of the
service m India should be recruited by open competition, a
view which did not commend 1tself either to lus colleagues 1n
the Commussion or to any of the Governments concerned

Tt was very striking to find n the course of our work n
every Province of India how thoroughly ahve all the best
officers of Government were to the abuses which prevailed m
the police, and how eager they were to see them remedied
No one among the non-official community who had suffered
from police oppression or police blundering spoke more strongly
about the necessity of reform than many of the police officers
and magistrates who were exammed. The Commission sub-
mitted a report which certamly showed that the state of the
police was i many respects unsatisfactory, and proved the
clear necessity for far-reaching reform But this report was
the outcome, not so much of 1ll-judged or l-informed state-
ments made by prejudiced persons outside the force, as of the
statements of earnest police officers as to the difficulties against
which they had to contend, and the evils agamst which they
had constantly to be on their guard.

There still remamed about the lower grades of the force,
to some extent, the traditions of the old native system,
where extortion and oppression had flourished unchecked
In these older days before our rule, village watchmen, and
heads of villages, and even higher officials had connived at
crime, and had harboured offenders in return for a share
of the booty. Immumty from robbery and theft had been
purchased either by a kind of tax paid to the crimmal
classes or by shelter afforded to them on the condition that
they confined their operations to strangers. These things are
not mythical stories of a forgotten past. In the course of my
own service I have known places m which watchmen were em-
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ployed who belonged to the criminal classes; so long as their
employer paid them he was safe from molestation. I have also
known a case in which the ruler of a Native State gave shelter
to dacoits on condition that they committed no robbery in his
territory, but confined their operations to the neighbouring
British Districts and gave him a share of the spoil. TUnder
British rule great improvement had taken place; but it is
not easy to get rid of such traditions.

A Commission in 1860 had done much to improve the police,
and Local Governments and local officers had struggled more
or less persistently to effect further reform. But reform is
not easy to bring about in India, and the old traditions affected
the work of the police in the most serious manner. The people
are patient and not very ready to complain ; and the low-paid
official is often a great scourge to a country-side. None but the
officers well accustomed to go about amongst the people fully
understood the state of things. There were certain special
reasons also why the system introduced by the Act of 1861,
based on the report of the Commission of 1860, had not
succeeded. It was on the whole a wise and efficient system;
but it had failed to accomplish what was expected. The
reasons are set forth in the Report of the Police Commission
of 1902-3.

The question had been too big a one to be dealt with by
Local Governments. No Local Government could propose
the far-reaching reforms and the great expenditure necessary
to bring their police administration up to the standard of
efficiency which modern conditions demand. It was a states-
menlike act on the part of Lord Curzon’s Government, in view
of the strong representations made by Local Governments
from time to time, and specially by Sir John Woodburn, my
predecessor as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, to appoint a
Commission, and determinedly set themselves to face and
deal with the question.

There was no doubt left on the minds of the Commission as

to the principal abuses which prevailed, nor was there much
Q
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doubt or hesitancy as to the principal remedies which should
be recommended. The abuses weie frankly and clearly indi-
cated, and the remedies were stiongly msisted on. The sub-
Ject was far too serious to be lightly treated The recom-
mendations of the Commussion mamly alfected the class
of officers who should be allowed to Investigate offences ;
the recrwiting of such officers, their tramning, and the
supervision to be exercised over them ; the constitution and
treatment of the willage police, that 1s to say, of the
village officers entrusted with certamn police functions; the
pay and position of the regular police; the investigation of
offences, nvolving the establishment of a Central Crimmal
Investigation Depaitment for each Province and for all India,
to cope with the great developments of crime in modern times H
the pay and prospects, and general attractiveness of the higher
grades of the service, so as to secure thoroughly competent
Europeans and a much higher class of Indians than there had
been before

Throughout the whole of therr mvestigations the Police
Commussion found that the lower grades of the police were
looked upon with suspicion by the people generally, and that
the officers of the lower grades, who had for the most part been
promoted from the ranks, were, to a large extent, men of low
position, mferior education, unworthy traditions, and made-
quate traming. The higher grades of the police were generally
regaided with much more confidence It was particularly
pleasant to find that even the witnesses who spoke most frankly,
not to say hitterly, were always bound to admit that the
European superintendents * at least were, as a class, entirely
beyond the influence of corruption, though they might some-
times be, according to these witnesses, not careful and efficient
enough 1n their work, and too much in the hands of their sub-
ordmates.

The reforms which the Commission suggested nvolved

* The supermtendent corresponds to the chief constable of the county at
home
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a very large increase of expenditure on establishments, due
to the necessity for giving much higher pay to the whole force,
from the lowest to the highest grades. It also involved the
recruiting of men of a much superior class for all appointments,
from inspectors upwards. The effect of such improvement in
the system of recruiting in other departments, notably in the
Judicial Department, had been found most excellent, and the
proposals were made by the Commission in the spirit of hope.
They entirely commended themselves to the Government of
India and to the Secretary of State. The financial burden,
though enormous, was cheerfully accepted; and the results
have been far more quickly realised than the most hopeful
of the supporters of these reforms ever expected. The diffi-
culties with which the police have had of late years to contend,
both in respect of sedition and of the extraordinary development
of crime adjusting itself to the development of civilisation,
have been enormous and unprecedented. These difficulties
would never have been successfully grappled with but for the
wise statesmanship which led to the thorough inquiry of 1902-8,
and to the acceptance of the necessary reforms notwithstanding
the great financial burden involved.

When the conduct of the police force is considered, and when
very unfavourable criticisms are made, it has to be borne in
mind that the men of the lowest ranks of the force, who have
been scattered all over the country, were of the poorest and most
ignorant of the people and had not a full living wage. This was
one of the evils to which the Police Commission drew particular
attention. This state of things has been already improved to
a considerable extent in every Province of India. It is not easy
to estimate the evil done by these ill-paid and inconsiderate,
if not often ill-conditioned, underlings in rural districts. The
experienced officer knows what mischief such men, clothed with
the authority of chaprasis * or constables, do in creating an

. unfavourable impression of Government among the people.
On one occasion I was on tour in the Balaghat District, when
* Orderlies, literally * men with a badge.”



228 THE POLICE

I was Chuef Commussioner of the Central Provinces I found
m the remoter parts many complants of the exactions and
tyrannies of the constables and forest or Revenne chaprasis.
One ryot (cultivator) told me that at the begimming of the rains
he was ploughing his field by the road through the jungle
A policeman came by, who wanted to have a companion and
gude on his way He msisted on the ryot gomg with him,
and would not even allow him to take his bullocks to the village
When the ryot returned he found that one bullock had been
killed by a tiger, and the other had broken 1ts rope and fled
Some time afterwards he found that 1t had been auctioned at
a distant cattle pound, and that most of the proceeds of the
sale had been utilised to pay pound fees and feeding charges
He had made no complamnt until now, when a European officer
came by There weie complants all along the road of the exac-
tion of gratwtous services of an irksome and oppressive kind
by these officials This 1s an 1llustiation of what one finds too
often in the intenior. Such acts of oppression cieate a most
unfavouiable impression, and sometimes lead to the desertion
of villages near the high road. Officers have to be constantly
on guard aganst them, and to put them down with a strong
hand

It has, however, to be remarked that, despite these acts of
oppression, which are not so rare as they might be, and despite
many petty exactions and occasional instances of gross mus-
conduect, 1t 1s not true that the people hate the police. Itisa
singular fact, of which the Police Commussion had evidence
n every Province, that when the transfer of a Thana * from one
place to another is proposed in the interests of the general
police admimistration of the District, the people of the neigh-
bourhood almost invariably petition agamst its removal.
It is recognised that with all ther defects, which must not be
underestimated, but vigorously remedied, the police are effective
In preserving the peace and securing the safety of the com-
munity. With the material hitherto composing the force,

* Police station.
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it would have been impossible to secure this feeling to-
wards the police but for the constant vigilance of the great
majority of District Magistrates and superior officers of police.
These men often get little credit from official and unofficial
critics for work of which they have much cause to be proud,
and for which the people and the Government have much cause
to be grateful.

In doing their duty there is a. very serious difficulty with
which police officers and magistrates have had to contend
besides the readiness to give false evidence in regard to any
story before the courts to which I have elsewhere drawn atten-
tion : that is, the ignorance of the common people of the interior,
and the manner in which the subordinate police very often
impose on that ignorance. This induces persons who are charged
with offences to make confessions, even when they are quite
innocent. The subordinate officer formerly entrusted with in-
quiries, would form his own theory, and then proceed to extract
a confession. He did not set himself to prove an innocent man
guilty, or to force him to make a false confession ; but he
thought he had got hold of the right man, and he tried to induce
or compel him ““ to tell the truth.”

Very early in my service, I was in quite temporary charge
of a District, in which Sirdar Bahadur Rattan Singh was the
District Superintendent of Police. Rattan Singh was prac-
tically as much a foreigner in the Central Provinces as I, for
he was a native of the Punjab; but he had been, during almost
all his service, employed in the Central Provinces Police.
He was well acquainted with the customs and manners of
the people, and had a great deal of natural intelligence; and
though not a highly educated man, he was a very efficient
police officer, and had a general reputation for trustworthi-
ness and conscientious discharge of duty. While I was in
temporary charge of the District, a murder was reported
from a jungle village about twenty-five miles off. The body
of the murdered man had been found, and was identified
as that of a man who had been going about giving advances
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to cultivators on behalf of a fiim of grain merchants m
a neighbowing district He was known to have money
with him for the purpose of these advances, and when his
body was found 1t was manifest that he had been robbed.
The body had been sent by the police to the Civil Surgeon for
post mortem examimation That officer found that, though 1t
was greatly decomposed and badly devoured by jackals,
he was able to certify that the skull had been smashed by some
powertul weapon, and that one of the shoulder-blades had also
been broken by some 1nstrument, which, fiom the maiks on the
bone seemed to have had a sharp pomnt

No clue to the discovery of the murderers was discovered
for some days Day by day, as the law required, the reports of
the local police were submitted to the District Superintendent
and tome Inadayortwoa report came, stating that two men
had been arrested ; that the evidence recorded agamst them
was that they were suddenly found to be possessed of a con-
siderable amount of money, and that they had confessed to the
crime  The District Supermtendent and T talked the matter
over. We thought 1t was a case that, despite the existence of
urgent business at head-quarters, necessitated a visit to the
spot.

The Sirdar Bahadur and I accordingly started off very early
the next morning and rode together to this jungle village:—
There we found the local police with the two men m custody.
They had added to therr evidence the discovery i the jungle
of a lathi (or club) stained with blood, which lath: was identified
by some of the villagers as belonging to one of the two men.
There was, however, one very remarkable fact about the club,
namely, that the bloodstains were on the thin end, not on the
thick end. This aroused our suspicions, for it did not seem
natural that a man designing to beat another to death would use
the thin end of his club. We asked the men about the cir-
cumstances, and they told us that they had met the man m the
jungle, and that the lust of gam had led them to take his Iife
with the club and remove his purse.
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Rattan Singh asked my permission to do something which
was not quite regular, namely, to examine the men on oath,
proposing to administer such an oath as the men would un-
doubtedly respect. After some hesitation I agreed, subject
to the condition that nothing that they said would be recorded
or used against them. They were then called and asked what
the circumstances were. No one was present with us at this
inquiry except the eldest son of each of the accused: the
local police had been sent to a distance. Rattan Singh
asked the men to place their hands on the head of these little
boys, and to swear by the boys’ lives that they would tell the
truth. They immediately proceeded to repeat the confession
which they had already made; but they were observed to
remove their hands from their sons’ heads, and were told
immediately to replace them.

They then said that they could not tell that story with their
hands on their sons’ heads. We informed them that it would
be in their interest to tell the truth; and they proceeded with
their statement. They said that they had come upon the dead
body of the injured man ; that it was covered with blood ; and
that they had observed a string purse so bound up in his
loin-cloth that only part of it was visible. They had been averse
to touching the bloody corpse, and they had pushed the thin
end of the club belonging to one of them under the loin cloth
so as to raise it and secure the purse without touching the
body. This, of course, explained fully the blood-stains at the
thin end of the club. They did not know anything about the
cause of death; but they were told by the subordinate police
officers investigating the case that the evidence against them
was conclusive, and that they would be hanged on that evidence ;
whereas, if they confessed, that the Government would prob-
ably take a lenient view of the offence and would pass a sentence
of a short period of imprisonment. They had accordingly con-
fessed. ‘

They took us to the place where they found the body.
A careful examination of the ground for some distance round
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the spot where the body had been found, led to the discovery
of the clothes of the deceased lying near a pool m a neigh-
bouring stream, and of the footprints of a tiger The case
was ultimately established as one of death by a tiger, which,
after killing the man where he was about to bathe, had dragged
the body for some little distance, and no doubt mtended to
make a meal of it later. The fact that these men had found
the body and mterfered with it had probably roused the
suspicion of the tiger, which, with the natural shyness of
its kind, abstained from further concern with it The end
of the case was the punishment of the police officers con-
cerned for having induced a false confession In g way, one
was sorry for them They were zealous officers, and there
was little doubt 1 our minds that they really did believe 1n
the guilt of these two unfortunate countrymen ; but they had
dehberately, by false statements as to the probable action of
Government, led these men to make a confession whereby
their hives were imperilled.

This was by no means an exceptional case I have 1 mind
the recollection of several cases which occurred later, in which
the mnocence of a person who had made a confession under
similar inducements was clearly established. I remember the
case of one poor woman, convicted, on her own confession, of
killing her new-boin child, being released by order of the Chief
Commussioner on account of the fact that a child was born
to her in the jail while she was awarting the confirmation, or
(not improbably) the commutation, of the death sentence
by the Judicial Commissioner

The personal experience which I had with Rattan Smgh was
very early m my service, and made a deep mmpression on my
mind which has never passed away. It has often led me
to msist on careful local Inquiry by thoroughly trustworthy
officers 1 such cases; and 1t was many such cases, which
were brought to our notice on the Police Commussion,
which led us to msist on Investigations being conducted
by officers on whose Judgment and integrity some reliance
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might be placed. This is the only effective remedy for such
abuses.

There is undoubtedly a great tendency on the part of Indians
to confess with a view of escaping the punishment which,
through circumstances over which they do not see that they
have any control, seems likely to fall upon them. The wife of
a very distinguished officer of the Madras Civil Service told
me, when I was on the Police Commission, a story which
she thought was quite relevant to this part of our inquiry. It
was to the following effect. Very soon after she had come
from home, as a young lady, to reside with her parents in
Madras, she reached their house from the tennis ground barely
in time to dress for dinner. She went into the drawing-room
and found that her mother had not yet come downstairs, but
was in her own room preparing for dinner. She left the drawing-
room in a hurry to run and change her clothes.

As she was leaving the room she knocked down a little table
with a valuable vase on it. The vase was broken to pieces.
She lifted the table and then went upstairs, determining to tell
her mother when she was dressed. When she came down she
found her mother in the act of dealing with the servants about
the broken vase: one of the servants had already acknow-
ledged that he had accidentally thrown it down. Before she
had heard what was going on, the young lady said to her mother,
“I am very sorry about that vase. It was very careless of
me. I knocked it down as I was hurrying off to dress for
dinner.” “ But,” her mother said, “ Ramaswamy, the bearer,
has just acknowledged that he broke it.”

It turned out that the mother had told the servants that,
if they would speak the truth, she would take into considera-
tion any circumstances that might be favourable to the person
who had broken it, but that otherwise she must insist on the
price of the vase being paid by the servants as a body. The
result was that, after some consultation amongst themselves,
they had decided that Ramaswamy, who was a very good and
favourite servant, should make the confession. He accordingly
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did so It may be mentioned by the way that this plan
of making a community responsible for the faults of a single
mdividual, who cannot be discovered, 1s one which 1s mnot
uncommon m India I 1s one which 1s 1n accordance with
Orental 1deas, but 1t 1s certainly one which ought to be
adopted with great care. My friend told me the story with
a view to showing how, from what might appear altogether
inadequate considerations, an 1nnocent person may be induced
to confess to a fault.

The police n the past have greatly erred 1n attaching undue
importance to confessions The result has been in two respects
mjurious to therr work. On the one hand, a confession made
to them, even 1f true, may be withdrawn before the court ;
or if 1t 1s made before a competent magistrate 1t may be with-
drawn before a higher court The accused may have regretted
his over-frankness, o1 he may have learned, from persons whom
he has met while in custody, that he was mistaken in thinking
that a favourable impression would be created by confession.
In erther case, he withdraws s confession, and, the police
having relied too much upon 1t, the case breaks down

On the other hand, 1t has sometimes been very mjurious to
police work to attach undue weight to confessions 1n that,
satisfied with having obtamed the confession and accepting 1t
without careful inquiry, the mnquring officers have turned
their attention entirely in the wrong direction. These lessons
of experience have now been fully learned by the police ; and
In every part of India clear instructions have been 1ssued
forbidding the police to rely upon confessions except so far
as they afford a clue to the obtaining of mdisputably sound
evidence In this respect, as m many others, the police pro-
cedure 1s immeasurably improved, and their work has become
mmmeasurably more effective.

All this indicates the dufficulties with which those who are
responsible for the admimstration of justice in India have to
deal. These difficulties affect the police and the courts abke.
There are many confessions made by prisoners in the hope
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of escaping from the meshes of the net in which they find
themselves entangled, which are not prompted by the police,
but by ignorant and mistaken views in regard to conse-
quences. There is also much false evidence which is due to
the desire of an ignorant person to strengthen for himself a
sound case or to fill up the details of a true story. The police
officer, however capable and however upright, may be misled
by such confessions or such evidence, unless he exercises very
special care. If he does not exercise the necessary care, he
may greatly injure the cause of justice : if he does, he has very
special opportunity of benefiting that cause, as his inquiry is
conducted on the spot.

The Police Commission shared the sentiment of all responsible
offiters throughout India that the inquiry entrusted to them
was one of vital importance, that their work must be done
thoroughly and the truth told unreservedly, and that the oppor-
tunity for establishing the necessity for the required reforms
must be fully utilised. It was reserved for critics at home to
say that the Report was injudiciously outspoken. These men
at home did not realise the evils that had to be obviated, nor
could they understand how far mistaken economy might per-
petuate these evils. We had to show clearly what the people
concerned—whether officers or private citizens—found the
police to be, and how far it was possible to make the police
what they should be. Due allowance was made for exaggera-
tion and over-colouring in the picture presented by some wit-
nesses ; but there was no mincing of matters, or under-
statement of the facts, in regard to any abuse that was brought
to light. There was corruption and oppression freely charged
against the lowest ranks of the police. They were less freely
attributed to the inspectors and sub-inspectors; while they
were practically never alleged in connection with the higher
grades. The force, as a whole, was prized or feared mainly as
the officers of the higher grades maintained effective super-
vision and control.

To put the force on a thoroughly satisfactory footing and
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to remove the principal causes of abuse (which were, under-
paying the lowest ranks, an unsound system of recruiting for
the upper giades, and employment of men on duty for which
they were not trained nor qualified) was found to lequire an
expenditure which had to be very clearly justified The neces-
sity for it was established , 1t has been mncurred, and the results
even already are excellent The Commission were encouraged
to urge this expenditure not only from Indian experience n
other departments, but also from Enghsh experience n the
police. Both m India i other departments of the Government
service, and 1n England i the police, courage m facing necessary
expenditure had led to the very best results

Enghsh experience 1s well worth a few words We obtained
and read the “Report of the Enghsh Constabulary Force
Commussioners,” presented to Parliament i 1889 It will
repay perusal by those who set no limits to their abuse of the
Indian Police. It will supply them with some choice phrases
Men would not in those days prosecute a thief or even report
a theft; for that involved “ throwing away good money after
bad.” They would not meur “ the trouble and expense which
are sustamned in pursuing and apprehending felons” * The
expense, trouble, and loss of time, 10 case of misdemeanours,
are frequently more mischievous than some felonies” These
are mentioned as * the motives to withhold information or
abstamn from prosecution,” and the causes of the failure to
secure *“ the general support of the community 1n Police work.”

We thought that if the police reform nitiated by Sir Robert
Peel had mn England converted the state of things, described
in that repoit as existing sixty or seventy years ago, into the
state of things now exusting, earnest efforts to reform the Police
of India might in-due time produce incalculable benefit. We
have not been disappomnted. Already reform has begun to
tell, although some of the reforms are still i therr infancy.
The practical necessity for corruption in the lowest ranks has
been removed by giving them a reasonable wage. An mmproved
system of recrurting is securing better men for the higher
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grades. Men are not allowed to make inquiries and do other
work for which they are not qualified. They are being better
trained in all grades of the force; and the supervision and
control are more effective.

It is true that the police are still sometimes harsh and even
oppressive towards the people. So they always will be unless
they are kept under control. The low-class Oriental official
is a miserable tyrant: there are other places besides the East
where this is the case. The Report which led to Peel’s reforms
is somewhat appalling reading ; and there are places in Europe
still where the police are worse than they are in many parts
of India. Wherever authority, in the hands of low-class un-
educated mien, is unrestrained, it is abused. The only safety
lies in supervision and control. But it is only those acquainted
with the working of the police in the interior who understand
what efforts are made to prevent abuse, how severely harsh-
ness and oppression are generally dealt with, and how im-
mensely the police have improved of late years. Torture is a
thing practically unknown, and is dealt with in the severest
manner when it is discovered ; and in respect to their treat-
ment of the people generally the Indian Police are being trained
on the lines laid down for the police force at home. The training
schools and the constant instruction of their superior officers
have effected a great change in the character of Indian con-
stables.

Most of the denunciation of the work of the police that one now
hears is based on the traditions of the days of their most de-
fective work, on the too ready acceptance of tales invented by
the criminal classes to cast discredit on police witnesses, and on
complete ignorance of the present conditions of the force and
of the rules under which inquiries are now conducted and
supervised by officers of high character and sound training.
The force is not immaculate: it is Indian and therefore
human ; but there are no well-wishers of India and its peoples
who are more anxious to correct error and prevent abuse than
the Magistrates of Districts and the responsible police officers
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of the higher grades It is as unfair to talk of the Indian Police
as some men talk of that force even i the House of Commons
as 1t would be to apply phrases fiom the Report of 1839 to the
London Police of to-day. The Government of India would not
have been able to deal with the tioubles of the last two or three
years but for the splendid work done by the reformed police
Supervision and control will always be necessary But with
these, the Indian Police are capable of most valuable work

It seems to me very deplorable to see how often the officeis
who preside in our courts are altogether unacquainted with,
and make far too little allowance for, the difficulties against
which the superior police have to contend It i1s far too
common for a Judicial officer, when a case breaks down, to
give utterance to adverse criticism and even ungenerous abuse
of the police, without reflecting on the possibility of mistakes
being made mmocently by men contending with the difficulties
which the circumstances of inquiries in India too often present,
and without any knowledge of or consideration for the efforts
which senior police officers have made to secure efficiency and
thoroughness m their mvestigations

This 1s unjust to the police, who are not on their trial be-
fore the courts, and who are thus, often even when mmnocent,
exposed to public obloquy and to such mjury mn their pro-
fession as constitutes not mfrequently a serious pumshment
It also tends to friction between the Executive and Judicial
departments, which is inconsistent with the sound and efficient
administration of the country These two departments have
one object, the maintenance of peace and justice in India ; and
they ought to pull together

I should certamnly be very far from discouraging Judicial
officers from criticising the conduct of the police 1n their judg-
ments, 1f these eniticisms are made on good grounds, and with
a due sense of responsibility on the part of the officer making
them. Such criticisms are of great value, when their object
is to bring mistakes and misconduct to the notice of the re-
sponsible officers with a view of mmproving the adminstration
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of the police; and they ought to receive most careful and cour-
teous consideration. On the other hand, the hasty condemnation
or denunciation of the police by Judicial officers is much to be
deprecated. When unfavourable comments are made on a one-
sided representation of the facts, without the police officer
concerned having any chance of defending himself, they are
unjust, and their most likely effect is to rouse a feeling of
resentment and defeat the only object that a Judicial officer
should have in his criticism.

When in the course of a trial the conduct of a police officer
seems open to suspicion or to call for explanation or inquiry,
it is necessary that the circumstances should be definitely
set forth by the Judicial officer in his judgment or in a
separate note, to be referred to the Executive Government
or to the superiors of the officer concerned for such inquiry
and subsequent action as may be necessary. The appearance
of unfairness and prejudice in the utterances of Judicial officers
is greatly to be deprecated. And the constant, and often
unnecessary pillorying of the police by some of the courts is as
mischievous in its effect on the administration as it is unjust
in principle. The heads of the Executive and Judicial depart-
ments ought to be able to concert measures to prevent friction
between the officers of these departments. It is an old Oriental
proverb that, if you want good work and a straight furrow, you
should ““ not plough with an ox and an ass together.”* Men
who are working for the same object ought to be able to co-
operate and help one another ; and friction in public duty ought

not to be tolerated.
* Deuteronomy xxir. 10.



CHAPTER XVIII
EDUCATION

to give considerable attention during the whole of my
service. The District Magistrate m the Central Provinces
was 1n the old days directly responsible to the Inspector-General
of Education for the primary education of his District, and he
was also expected to take a very active interest i the higher
forms of education. He was assisted 1 this by any of his
subordinates whom he chose to place specially in charge of that
department of work, and also by an Indian officer called a
District Inspector, who was 1n charge of the primary schools.
The system worked well
No doubt m regard to higher education the department
ought to be held primarily responsible, though here also the
Executive officers of Government ought to render all assistance
possible ; but 1n regard to primary education nothing can
compensate for a lack of interest or a want of sense of re-
sponsibility on the part of the District Officer. In the higher
schools there are pupils, the majority of whose parents have
begun to attach considerable importance to the education of
their sons, and will take an interest in pushing them forward ;
but 1f the primary schools are to be well attended the great
majority of the pupils will be children whose parents require
to be persuaded to send them. My opinion 1s that 1n view of
the circumstances of the Central Provinces and the condition
of 1ts peoples, education 1s far more efficient there than mn
perhaps any other Province in India, and I think that this is
240

THE subject of education is one to which I have been led
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due to the effective assistance rendered to the Education
Department by Revenue and Magisteral officess.

I was placed m charge of education by one of my earliest
Deputy Commissioners when I was a young assistant, and I
have always taken a considerable interest i this branch of
work I do not intend, however, to write on the matter with
any assumption of superior knowledge, because I consider
that the question 1s an extremely difficult one, and that the
conditions of the question have altered very considerably
during recent years Not only has attention been drawn
particularly to the student class by certain very unfortunate
events which have occurred, but the particular aspects of
education which demand most attention now are not those
which occupied us most n former years.

I must say that that which occupied us most 1n the Central
Provinces was primary education. We felt a deep mterest
m the village school, because we regaided it as of 1mportance
to have at least some of the agricultural community as far
as possitble 1 each willage throughout the country educated
enough to be able to read therr Village Papers and Accounts,
and understand thewr transactions with their landlords and
money-lenders We felt that this was so desirable that we
considered 1t expedient to use all our influence to make the
schools efficient and attractive, and to get the people to
take advantage of them for their children. There 1s one
pomt to which too httle attention 1s generally given, namely,
the necessity for making the primary schools more popular by
closing them when the parents need the help of their children
during agricultural operations This 15 done 1n the glens of
Scotland : 1t 1s more necessary in the villages of India

For a long time higher education was practically left entirely
to the Education Department Although District Officers
visited the higher schools and colleges they did not, as a rule,
consider 1t their duty to form any particular opmion as to their
efficiency or switability, but simply to encourage them. As,

however, the demand for secondary education imecreased and a
R
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large number of boys and young men began to be gathered .
together in central places, the necessity for taking some steps
to secure their physical and moral well-being was pressed upon
the attention. It was not enough that the Educational officers
began to see this necessity. It was realised to be a matter
deeply concerning the welfare of the people generally and
the executive administration of the Province.

It is sometimes said that education has been carried too far
in India, that we are educating too many of our Indian fellow-
subjects. In dealing with the limitations of unrest, I shall
quote figures which show that there is no foundation for such
a statement. We are not educating too many; we are still
educating far too few. This is true in regard to higher education
as well as in regard to primary education. There is no part of
education that is being carried to excess. On the contrary, it
seems to me that the demand for education, which has most
naturally grown by leaps and bounds during recent years, has
not been at all adequately met. The result has bee~ that the
education provided has become much less efficient the.n it used
to be; the teachers have, as a rule, had to deal each with far
more pupils than he could give attention to. The inspectors
and deputy-inspectors have had more schools under them than
they were able properly to inspect and control; and boys and
young men have been allowed to collect at educational centres
without any adequate provision being made for their physical
and moral welfare. In all respects the touch between teachers
and pupils has become weakened, and the personal influence of
the teacher has been less and less effectual for good.

In many cases, too, owing to the underpaying and over-
working of the Educational Staff, a spirit of discontent has been
excited among them which is very serious in its consequences
on their work and on their influence over the pupils. Another
great defect of our educational system in India of which parents
of all classes are beginning now to complain bitterly, is the
absolute want of religious instruction in the Government
schools which the majority of the people at least still regard
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as the most suitable for their sons’ education. It does not
appear to me that these defects are essential to the educational
system as laid down by the Government, but rather that they
have arisen through a failure on the one hand to see the serious
nature of the evils involved until they pressed urgently on the
attention, and on the other hand to carry out consistently and
determinedly the principles on which the educational system
was based.

The Brahmans have always made a show of learning, and
have, indeed, claimed a practical monopoly of it. Of course,
, very many Brahmans are absolutely without education, many
of them are mere menial servants; but it is the Brahmans as a
class who have in India regarded themselves as the deposi-
taries of learning. I have often thought that in this respect
they were not unlike the ecclesiastics of the Middle Ages.
The essential difference, of course, is that no one can be a
Brahman except by birth. It is not difficult to make out a
strong case against the Church of the Middle Ages in respect
of the arrogance of the ecclesiastics and their contempt for the
laity, as well as in respect of the vices of individuals or of
grotps among them ; but, on the other hand, it is easy to see
that in many respects they were a powerful influence for good,
and that their education and training raised them in many
respects far above the great bulk of the people. But in the
Middle Ages the ecclesiastical monopoly of learning involved
its neglect by the great body of the people, and meant also
the absence of real progress. Even kings ruled who could not
read or write; distinguished soldiers travelled all over the
world without learning ; the great body of the people trusted
to professional help in anything connected with reading or
writing ; and the general life of the world was wanting in in-
tellectual vigour. That is something like the state of India
now.

A writer on Indian affairs has told us that “ the Brahmans
of modern times are not in any degree more learned than
their ancestors of the time of Lycurgus and Pythagoras.” If
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this be true of the Brahmans themselves, 1t is more emphatically
true of the peoples of India generally. While other once bar-
barous races have emerged from darkness, pressed forward mto
cvilisation, and extended their researches mto the arts and
sciences In 8 mannei of which the old-world teachers and thinkers
of the ancient aivilisation of India could not have dreamed,
her own peoples have stood still They have made no moral
or intellectual advancement, they have been asleep through-
out these ages As one travels about India one sees a strange
mixture of civilisation and barbarism There are the remains
of the old civilisation, not only 1n wonderful buildings and works
of art, but also in the elaborate philosophies and laws which
have come down thiough many ages But these remams are
more like the empty walls or crumbling rumns of castles and
palaces long deseited and falling mto decay, while all around
there 1s gross ignorance and darkness. A beautiful simple hife
1s desciibed as led by many of the people 1n the Indian Arcadia
of olden times, and this1s to be found in the villages of to-day
That hfe 1s, however, generally chaiacterised by want of
education ; and the coriupt religion which has long held sway,
has been characterised by practices which our civilisation re-
gards as mmhuman and compels the Government to put down
with a strong hand.

It 1s very interesting even now to go to some of the fols
or semnaries of Sanskrit learning and find the teachers and
the students living together precisely the kind of life that 1s
described 1n the old Sanskrit classics. I once spent a delight-
ful day with the teachers and pupils of the great School
of Sansknt Learning at Navadwip I was most kindly recerved
in the good old way as * the illustrious Model of all the Virtues,’’
and they gave me their degree of *“ Ocean of Logic and Truth,”
and sent me on my way, after several hours of kindly fellow-
ship, with words of encouragement regarding my work. It
1s interesting also to go to the indigenous willage schools,
where a Guru or religious preceptor gathers his pupils round
him and teaches them sometimes a smattering of reading,
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writing, and arithmetic all in the old way of learning by rote,
and committing to memory that which in the days when there
were no books would otherwise have been lost to the learner.
But interesting as such experiences are, they leave the clear
impression that there is little or nothing here of true education.
The education as given to any other than Brahmans under the
old system is exceedingly rudimentary, and while conveying
to a few traders and petty landowners a little useful instrue-
tion, it really does practically nothing to educate and develop
their intelligence.

It was very much the same with the Muhammadans. The
Hindus form the great bulk of the population of India; and
the Muhammadan system is in some respects foreign to that
country. The Muhammadans, however, must be carefully con-
sidered in respect of education, partly because of their numerical
importance, especially in the northern Provinces, and also be-
cause of the memories and traditions which are bound up with
their history. Higher education among the Muhammadans, like
higher education among the Hindus, was available for a very
small section of the community. Men of learning devoted
themselves to the instruction of youth mainly in the Arabic
language and the sacred Koran, and as the Hindu dealt
mainly with philosophy and law, so they dealt mainly with
religion and jurisprudence. Here and there, connected with
mosques and shrines, there were little religious schools in
which the Muhammadan teachers gave altogether dispropor-
tionate attention to the training of the memory and failed
really to educate their pupils.

It was with these systems among Hindus and Muhammadans
that the Court of Directors of the old East India Company
found themselves face to face, when they determined to deal
with the matter of education. At first the Company which had
become the rulers of India did not accept responsibility for
providing popular education. In those days the Home Govern-
ment did not even accept that responsibility in regard to
the inhabitants of Great Britain, but left education to be

¥
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managed o1 mismanaged by the people themselves It was
largely due to the great pioneer missionaiies, and to a few dis-
tinguished statesmen, that education was at last taken up
by the Company In India it 1s of the utmost importance
that the Government should take the lead m such a matter
It 1s so still, 1t was even more so over half a century
ago The people of India had not then acqured — they
have not yet fully acquired—the capacity for action on themr
own account. In great matters they look to the Government
at least to lead them ; therr tendency 1s to expect the Govern-
ment to do for them all that 1s to be done

This 1s not always adequately realised, but though much
has been done m educating the people in self-government, 1t
will be a long time before the races of India can be left to
manage their own affans, even in regard to the matters which
most concern them, and with which they aie best acquainted
There are a great many Indians now, especially of the more
mtelligent and educated classes, who have a veiy clear 1dea
of certain things that they want in regard to education. I am
of opmion that their views ought to be fully considered, and
as far as possible carried mnto effect They expect this of the
Government. They do not expect to have the whole work left
to themselves. They want encouragement; they want a lead :
to neglect to give 1t 1s interpreted as imdifference.

In the latter part of the first half of last century the atten-
tion of the authorities both inIndia and at home was seriously
directed to the moral and material condition of India, and
there remains on record the Despatch of 1854 from the Court of
Directors of the East India Company, which laid down
clear, though general, terms the principles which should
govern the educational policy of the Government of India.”
It set forth, in the words of Lord Dalhousie, * a scheme of
education for all India, far wider and more comprehensive
than the Supreme or any Local Government could ever have
ventured to suggest.” Before that there had been nerther
constancy of direction nor breadth of amm. The annual ex-

\
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penditure upon public instruction had been insignificant and
uncertain, and its control had not been deemed worthy of the
attention of any department of the State.

The Despatch of 1854 was a new departure. This remark-
able document starts with this noble declaration: “ Among
many subjects of importance none can have a stronger claim
on our attention than that of education. It is one of our most
sacred duties to be the means, as far as in us lies, of conferring
upon natives of India those vast moral and material blessings
which flow from the general diffusion of useful knowledge, and
which India may, under Providence, derive from her connection
with England.”

The object was not only to produce a higher degree of in-
tellectual fitness, but to raise the moral character of those
who should partake of education, to supply Government with
servants to whose probity offices of trust might be committed
with increased confidence, and to advance the well-being of
the people generally. The material condition of the great
Empire was to be advanced by the diffusion of the improved
arts, science, philosophy, and literature of Europe. The ver-
naculars of the country were not to be neglected. They were
to be utilised as the media of communication of European
knowledge to the people generally, leaving the mastery of the
English language, as a key to the literature of Europe, to those
who aspired to a high order of education.

The responsibility for popular education was accepted both
on the general :ground of the duty of Government to secure the
best interests of the people, and also on the particular ground
that in India Government effort was especially required.
At the same time, it was laid down that Government could not
attempt to supply popular education by its own unaided efforts.
The task was too great. It was indeed recognised that the
- people by themselves could not obtain an education worthy of
the name. Government must, therefore, come to their assist-
ance ; but the work was not to depend entirely on its unaided
efforts. History had shown that throughout all ages both
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Hindus and Muhammadans had given themselves to the work
of teaching according to their hghts, and that mumficent
bequests had not infrequently been made for the permanent
endowment of educational mstitutions It was hoped, there-
fore, that Government would be assisted by the people, and a
system of Grants-in-Aid was set forth

The details of the admistration of the Educational De-
partment, and all the detailed mstructions of the Despatch
regarding scholarships, textbooks, technical mstitutions, and
female education need not be mentioned Enough has
been said to show how comprehensive s swvey was taken
of the necessities of the case, with what ability and fore-
thought these were provided for, and the earnest and lofty
purpose which animated the authors of this Despatch, the
prineiples of which have agamn and again been accepted by the
Government of India The Despatch concludes by quoting
with hearty concurrence the words used long before by Sir
Thomas Munro of Madras, to the effect that any expenses
which may be incurred in education “ will be amply repaid by
the mmprovement of the country ; for the general diffusion of
knowledge 1s mvariably followed by more orderly habits, by
Increasing industry, by a taste for the comforts of Life, by
exertion to acquire them, and by the growing prosperity of the
people.”

This 1s & Despatch that fills me with admiration. It was
written by great men at a great crisis in the history of India.
I wish that it were better known to those who are making that
history now. I cannot deal with 1t here at length There are
a few pomts to which I should lke to draw attention, but
I must pass unnoticed many that are mportant. Tempting as
the subject undoubtedly 1s, I do not think 1t necessary to enter
into any discussion concerning technical and scientific educa-
tion. That 1s bemng taken up fully by the Government of
India. There 1s only one thing which I feel 1t worth while to
say 1n this connection ; that 1s the strong impression that has
grown up m my mind that technical and scientific education,
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such as will fit men for ordinary technical and scientific work,
ought to be supplied in India itself.

It will no doubt be necessary to send men from India to
Europe for] the acquisition of high expert knowledge in certain
specialised departments, as it is necessary to send men away
from England itself for that purpose. But it is not right that
for ordinary education of a technical and scientific nature
lads should have to leave their own country. This may be
accepted as a general principle. It is especially applicable to
the conditions of India. Effort should, therefore, be made as
speedily as possible to secure a sound technical and scientific
system of education in India itself. The people wish it; they
would assist the Government in securing it; and it is em-
phatically in the interests of Government that it should be
secured. .

Although I cannot take up time with a full discussion of the
Despatch, there are among its most important features, three
that demand brief attention. These are the high place given
to vernacular education, the Grant-in-Aid system and religious
instruction. .

Firstly, then, the importance attached to vernacular educa-
tion. It has been humorously said that Englishmen have, to a
large extent, modified the great commission of the Founder of
Christianity, and have made it run thus: “ Go ye into all the
world and teach the English language to every creature.”
The English language is well worth knowing; but the framers
of the Despatch were right in relegating it to higher educa-
tion, and in insisting on the teaching of the vernaculars.
They understood how absolutely necessary it was for sound
government to maintain touch with the people through their
vernaculars, and also how imperfect English education itself
must be when the pupil in all his home life, and in all his
surroundings, is separated from its spirit and true environ-
ment. Unfortunately there has been a tendency, based largely
on the views enunciated by Lord Macaulay in 1835, but
contrary to the later and sounder views of the Despatch, to
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starve vernacular education, especially m the higher schools
and colleges The 1esult has been a want of touch between
education and the hife of the country, which 1s very much to be
deplored At present there 1s a revival, to a certain extent,
of interest in vernacular education, and I earnestly trust that
it may recertve more attention in future. To sacrifice the
vernaculars to English 1s to sacrifice the true interests of the
vast majority of the people to the doubtful advantage of the few.

Secondly, there i1s the Grant-in-Aid system. This is of the
very essence of sound educational policy in India; because
1t means that Government will aid local effort, and develop
self-help, while at the same time 1t secures the necessary
pecuniary assistance of the people in work, the cost of which
must be altogether beyond the unassisted efforts of Govern-
ment in a country where the taxation must of necessity be kept
as low as posstble It also enables the people to carry on
education on therr own lines, so far as these are worthy and
efficient, their worth and efficiency being tested by a careful
system of Government inspection I do not for a moment mean
to say that the manner i which Grants-in-Aid have been
distributed by the Educational Department m the past has
always been wise and effective ; but the system itself 1s one
which 1s capable of excellent administration, and 1s entirely
suited to the circumstances of India.

The third point 1s the question of rehigion. The Despatch
declared clearly in favour of neutrality in regard to religion ;
but this neutrality was accompanied by a sanguine confidence
in the power of instruction m secular subjects alone to kindle
a moral 1deal, and to touch the springs of conduct. There is
no doubt that there is some foundation for this belef, especially
as stated by the authors of the Despatch. But their sanguine
hopes have undoubtedly proved to be largely unwarranted.
There 1s no one acquammted with the facts who does not admit
that Government education in India has somewhat con-
spicuously failed to influence conduct and character. As has
been well said, 1t has too much resulted in * the mere acquisition
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by the memory, or superficial understanding, of a body of
information, much of it of a character alien to the real human
life of the country.” A good deal of this result, however, is
due not to the principles contained in the Despatch, but to
some neglect of them.

In speaking of Christian missions, I shall have to point out
how erroneously the doctrine of neutrality has been interpreted
by some officers of Government. Nothing could be more
ridiculous than some of the action taken by such officers with
regard to education. There was one Province in which at one
time some of our best English classics were expurgated of all
reference to the Divine Being and to Christianity. And, while
that was an extreme and exceptional case, something of the
same misconception has too often characterised the action of
the department regarding religion. The Despatch, on the
contrary, while distinctly laying down that no one is to be
interfered with in respect of his religious belief, and that religious
instruction is in no way to be taken into account in the in-
spection of educational institutions, also lays down, not only
that grants may be given in respect of their educational work
to efficient institutions which also teach religion, but that
religious books may be placed in the libraries of Government
institutions, and that private and voluntary inquiries regarding
the Christian faith may be dealt with by the teachers in these
institutions. I reserve for my chapter on Christian missions,
some of the important sentences of the Despatch in this
connection.

The really great provision in the Despatch for religious
instruction was, however, the provision of an efficient system of
Grants-in-Aid for secular education even to institutions teach-
ing religion. This enabled good Hindu and Muhammadan
institutions to receive support, and has led to the establish-
ment of a large number of missionary institutions which
receive Grants-in-Aid from Government. These are distinctly
missionary in their character. Dr. Duff wrote in 1834: “I
for one would not lend myself as an instrument in wasting
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the funds of the benevolent n Scotland, in teaching young
men a mere smattering of knowledge to enable them to
become moie mischievous pests to society than they would
have been m a state of absolute heathemism. On the other
hand, if out of every ten who enter the school, even one
were to advance to the higher branches of secula:r and
Christian education, were to become 1n head and m heart a
diseiple of the Lord Jesus, and were a number with minds
thus disciplined, enlarged and sanctified to go forth from the
institution, what a leaven would be infused nto the dense
mass of the votaries of Hinduism » .

These words by the great leader of mussionary education,
who was also one of the most mfluential agents of educational
activity i India, are a true declaration of missionary policy
In regard to education Missionary institutions have turned
out as Christian men some of the finest Indian characters that
I have known, men who were esteemed not only 1n the Christian
Church, but by the entire community And the influence of
such mstitutions has been seen, not only duectly i therr
converts, and in the influence that these converts have exercised,
but also i those who, without formally accepting the religion of
the Lord Jesus Christ, have been animated by 1ts moral prin-
ciples

There are many now who attribute what 1s unsatisfactory in
the results of our educational system largely, 1f not entirely, to
the neglect of religious teaching Dr. Duff and some of the early
friends of education prophesied precisely such results three-
quarters of a century ago ; and the fore-knowledge of such results
undoubtedly influenced the high-minded statesman who framed
the Despatch of 1854 But men i India did not then generally
realise the possibility of such results, and they were somewhat
careless on the matter. Now among those who are thought-
fully considermg the present condition of affairs, there adhere
to these views hundreds and thousands among the best men
of India, Hindus, Muhammadans, and Christians, Zamindars,
and professional men, Government officials and busmess men.
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We have recently seen clear and vigorous exposition of the
necessity for religious instruction in addresses presented to
the Viceroy of India by the Indian chiefs of Native States, and
in letters addressed to him by all the important princes whom
he consulted in regard to the present state of affairs. It is
pathetic to read how they describe * the absence of religious
instruction in the schools as a potent cause of wrong ideas.”

In British India also, there is the same feeling. A very
striking deputation was received by the Viceroy in the end of
1908. It was a large and influential deputation of orthodox
Hindu noblemen and gentlemen representing the Sri Bharat
Dharma Mahamandal, the great Society of orthodox Hindus
for all India. The sole object of their approach to the Viceroy
was to secure his Excellency’s sympathy with their views re-
garding religious education, so that * nothing will be wanting
within your power to help us in our efforts to guide the awaken-
ing life of the Hindus throughout India by means of a spiritual
religious education until they form a truly compact and noble
religious nation, a loyal and peaceful and prosperous people.”
Similarly strong declarations have been made by Muhammadan
associations as to the importance of religion in education. Dis-
tinguished individuals also have stepped forward, and strongly
stated their views in favour of religious education, discipline,
and moral training in schools. The Muhammadan representa-
tive of the old dynasty of Murshiabad, himself educated at
Rugby and Oxford, the Maharajadhiraj Bahadar of Bardwan,
the Maharajah of Darbhanga, and others in Bengal have
spoken strongly on the subject.

During my first two or three years of touring in Bengal as
Lieutenant-Governor, I was besieged by Indian parents occupy-
ing high positions of influence in the interior, such as land-
holders, lawyers, judges, district officers, and men of business,
pointing out to me that they could not obtain a sound education
for their sons at their own doors, and that they must, there-
fore, either train them at home under tutors, or send them to Cal-
cutta or some other educational centre, to colleges where their
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moral and religious character ran the greatest risk of complete
perversion. They implored me to devise some means whereby
1t might be possible to provide a less dangerous system of
education for young men. They stiongly approved of the
principle of religious neutiality on the pait of Government ;
but they urged that this was surely not inconsistent with de-
vising a system whereby religious and moral tiaming would
not be altogether neglected

This led me to propose the scheme known as “ The Ranchi
College Scheme ” The object of this scheme was to have at
Ranchi, which 1s the most healthy place i the whole of Bengal
for Indians belonging to all parts of the Province, a college
far away from the temptations inseparable from life m s
great city, to provide in that college a thoroughly sound secular
education m arts and sciences, and to surround that college by
hostels, all of which would be built by private subscription,
and supported by fees and scholarships founded by the benevo-
lent.

In these hostels the home life of the student would, as far as
possible, be perpetuated under authorities, who would be sub-
Ject to the supervision of the college authorities, bound to supply
not only physical comfort, but also moral education and dis-
cipline, and such religious mstruction as the parents might
desire. Hindus, Muhammadans, Brahmans, and Christians
would each have their separate hostel or hostels. In this way
Government would not be responsible for providing religious
mstruction, but would not interfere with it, except in so far as
the maintenance of discipline withim the college mught require

This scheme was cordially supported by private subscriptions
raised with great enthusiasm It was accepted by the Govern-
ment of India and the Secretary of State; but 1t has not been
carried out. Thereason alleged for not carrying it out 1s the want
of funds If, however, more funds were necessary, 1t would have
been easy to raise them, for the people felt very strongly the
necessity for such an institution. There are men who feel so
strongly on the subject of higher education for their sons, being
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accompanied by discipline and moral and religious training,
that they do not hesitate to send them to this country not for
any specialised course of study but in the hope of finding that
training here.

I had a talk in 1910 with an Indian friend who was on a
visit to this country. He was an old supporter of the
Ranchi College Scheme, and had determined to send his
children to the District school there, and then to the college.
As the scheme had, to his great disappointment, been given
up, he had brought his children, three sons and two nephews,
to place them at school in England. He told me that the actual
cost for schooling, apart from anything else, was £200 a year
for each child. Besides that, he had clothes and other bills to
pay; and he had also to make arrangements, at great expense,
for the return of the children to India at least once every two
or three years, so that they might not be utterly out of touch
with their home. Somewhere between £1000 and £2000 a year
is being spent by this gentleman on the education of his children
in England, while he would far rather have had them educated
in a thoroughly sound public school and college, such as were
proposed for Ranchi. He told me that he would be willing to
pay as much as that, if it could be done in accordance with any-
thing like principles of justice in the adjustment of burdens,
for the education of his children in Ranchi. This gentleman is
a Muhammadan.

The most important Hindu perhaps at the present time in
India was also to have sent his children to the District school
at Ranchi, with the intention of letting them go forward in due
time to the college. He looked about in vain for a place to
which he could appropriately send them in India; and he also
has now been compelled to incur the expense and the risk of
sending them to England for their education, as well as the
certain disadvantage of having them grow up out of touch with
India, and with the people among whom their life work must
be done.

There was another object which I had in view in proposing
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this Ranchi College Scheme, which included, as my remarks
have already indicated, the 1dea of a good school at the same
place That object was to secure for the noblemen and great
landowners of Bengal a place where they could have their sons
educated, and also housed in a manner becoming their station,
without sending them to a Chiefs’ College, and thus separating
them entirely from the traditions and mfluences by which they
will be suriounded 1n after ife, and from the people with whom
they will have to do the business of life

I know one particular case i which the son of one of the
most distinguished families in Bengal was to have been sent
to the Ranchi College Instead of that it has been considered
necessary now to send him to a Chiefs’ College, which 1s in-
tended for the Feudatory Princes of India. I do not propose
to enter into the discussion of the kind of education that is
necessary for the Feudatory Princes. The poltical depart-
ment must be responsible for the decision in such a case.
But I have no hesitation whatever in saying that to send
a Butish Zamindar to be educated along with the future
Feudatory Princes of India 1s an entire mistake It puts
him into a position where he cannot fail to have great diffi-
culty in mamtaining his self-respect. However great the posi-
tion of a nobleman i British India may be, 1t 1s different
from the position of the member of a ruling house in a Native
State.

In respect of Bengal especially, I have not the slightest
doubt that to take a young nobleman away from all con-
nection with his own Province, and with those who are
to do the work of the Province in future years, 1s a blunder
In his home hfe, that 1s to say in the hostel that he hives
. In, he may be apart from others. But in the battle of life
he has to meet with them on equal terms and hold his own
with them; and he should be prepared for this by attending
the same college. The noblemen of Bengal themselves desire
nothing less than to have their sons educated 1 a manner which
separates them entirely from other classes, and trans them 1n
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associations with which they will have no connection here-
after.

The Ranchi College Scheme was intended largely to provide
for the separate home life of persons who, by their position,
race, or religion, require a separate home life while attending
school or college. It was also designed especially to meet the
difficulty of religious education in institutions under the control
of Government. Government cannot yet at least separate itself
entirely from education, and it is necessary, therefore, to devise
means whereby the education which it provides shall not be
divorced entirely from religion. But it must be borne in mind
that another and even more important means of providing
religious instruction is to do it through aided institutions.
Both these methods demand attention and should be fostered.
I am very strongly convinced that unless we provide for -
religious training as well as for secular instruction, we expose
the peoples of India to an unspeakable danger. We do more
than this. We educate the youth of India in a manner that is
strongly distasteful to their parents.

The people of India are naturally a religious people, and they
have a strong belief in the influences of religion and of home
life. If we fail to give religious instruction, we shall either find
the people of India becoming by our influence, and against their
will, agnostic and atheistic in their views, and wanting in
religious and moral character; or we shall have them full of
an altogether justifiable discontent with our system of educa-
tion. It may be that they will take education into their own
hands. That, I am afraid, is not very likely, for, as I have said,
the people need the assistance and the leading of Government
in a matter of this kind. And, if they do not, the strong feeling
which at present urges them to appeal to Government for help
to supply them with religious education will, when that demand
is refused, lead them infallibly into a position of discontent and
opposition. Iregard the matter, therefore, as of the very highest
importance in respect of the future of the people of India.

There has been great advance made in respect of higher
S
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education by the Universities Act passed by Lord Curzon’s
Government This was one of the special services rendered
to India by Lord Curzon. University Education was carefully
mnquired mto by a stiong Commission presided over by Sir
Thomas Raleigh On the Report of that Commission the
Universities Bill was framed It became law after the fullest
discussion. It has not produced a peifect University system
n India, no legislation can do anything of the kind But 1t
has made 1t possible to make any improvement for which the
authorities have the pluck and the money

The new Regulations fiamed under the Act have already
accomplished much far more than many of us thought possible
m the time I was the fiist Rector of the University I was
consulted at every step by the Vice-Chancellor, the Hon. Mr
Justice Asutosh Mukery, of the Calcutta High Court I saw
all his work, and faced the difficulties with him I have never
seen more eainest, devoted, and effective work. No one who
was not engaged 1n the work can understand the difficulty of
getting the new Regulations through the Senate Dr Mukerp
was on special duty, and sacrificed his health to his zeal 1n his
unrenmutting labour

At that time there was sore trouble with the students.
They were not to blame; they had unprincipled and selfish
advisers, who took advantage of their youth and inexperience
to spoil their best impulses by the most ignoble uses. It has
been publicly said in the Press that the University neglected
this matter. A prominent home writer deplored the fact that
the mterests of the University wele at that time * 1 the hands
of a Bengali Vice-Chancellor.”” This was an unjust judgment
pronounced in ignorance. Dr. Mukernn tackled this matter
with courage and wisdom He and I worked together; and
I approved all that he did We put things right m scores of
colleges without making any fuss or martyrising anybody ; and
we tolerated abuse m no college whatever which was subject
to the University.

It 1s hopeless, however, to try to put things right merely by
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Regulation and Rule. We must have a proper system of
Hostels, and a sound religious and moral training for Indian
youth. It will cost money ; but I believe that the money will
be forthcoming. Men are now alive to the danger. They will
help to provide the remedy. Government should be left mainly
to deal with Primary Education, receiving there also assistance
from the wealthy and benevolent. It is the latter who
ought, with the assistance of Government, to. provide higher
education. The  Dispatch™ of 1854 says, ° The higher
classes will now be gradually called upon to depend more upon
themselves.” If the call had been made, it would have been
answered. Government has greatly erred in not calling on the
wealthy and public-spirited for their co-operation. It is tra-
ditional with the great families to help education ; and much
might have been done had they believed that Government
would appreciate their help. I have never failed to secure a
generous response to any appeal. All they want is to be
treated as honoured and trusted fellow-workers.



CHAPTER XIX

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS

service with excellent missionaries, and 1 being thus led
from the very first to take much interest in therr work.
In Nagpur there 1s a Scottish Presbyterian Mission which was
founded under somewhat striking circumstances In the
Bhonsla days, i the earher half of last century, there were
troops stationed at Kamptee for the defence of the Resident,
and among these there were several Christian officers who felt
deeply concerned at the ignorance and superstition which
prevailed around them, among a people for whom they had
begun to concerve much affection Some of these men set them-
selves to collect funds and to use their influence to establish a
Christian mission at Nagpur. They applied to the Free Church
of Scotland, which was then wrestling with the difficulties caused
by 1ts recent secession from the Church of Scotland as by law
established Their request was sympathetically considered,
and the Church pluckily set itself to estabhish this new mission.
Mr. Hislop, who went out as the first missionary to Nagpur,
was a man of much culture and capacity Sir Richard Temple,
when the task was commtted to him of organising the ad-
mimistration of the newly formed Province (called “ the Central
Provinces ), found Mr. Hislop a valuable coadjutor. Mr.
Hislop’s ntimate knowledge of local geology, and also of the
peoples and tribes of the Nagpur country, as well as his intense
interest 1n education, and in whatever tended to the public good,
was recogmised by Sir Richard Temple, who treated him as a
friend and helper mn his work.

'[ WAS fortunate mn falling 1n at the very beginning of my
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In many respects Sir Richard acknowledged the obligation
under which he lay to Mr. Hislop. There is one interesting
fact which may be recorded. Sir Richard was organising
the educational department of the Provinces, on the lines
laid down in the Halifax Despatch of 1854 and the orders of the
Government of India therecon. In his scheme was included at
least one high-class institution in each District, to serve as a
model. In the Nagpur District Sir Richard placed this in-
stitution at Kamptee, ten miles away from the capital. His
reason for this was that there was already an excellent mis-
sionary institution in Nagpur, and that Government ought not
to enter into opposition with such an institution, but to use
its limited resources only where they were really required.
When, much later, a Government college was established for the
Provinces, it was, in accordance with the same policy, located
at Jubbulpore; and the Missionary College was left without
a rival at Nagpur, until the increasing demand for higher
education led to the establishment there of another aided
college. The Missionary College bears the name of Mr. Hislop,
who had died before a college department was founded.

When I went to Nagpur, the head of the Mission was the
Rev. John G. Cooper. He and his wife had no family, and they
lived entirely for their work and for the people of the town
and surrounding country. Inever knew kinder people, or people
more generally beloved. Mr. Cooper’s capacity for organisation
and his sound common sense and perfect tact enabled him to
bring the Mission, in all departments of its work, up to a high
state of efficiency ; and he and his colleagues were a great
power for good in the Central Provinces. One of these, Mr.
Whitton, was a great teacher, and under him the College
achieved very exceptional success. As Professor and Principal
he had great influence over the youth of the Province. It was
my duty for many years of my service to keep myself informed
of the state of education in the Province, and to watch the
career of the students of its educational institutions. I do not
think that any man was appointed to the Government service



262 CHRISTIAN MISSIONS

merely because of his having been a pupil either of the Govern-
ment College at Jubbulpore, or of the Missionary College at
Nagpur ; but I have no hesitation mn saymg that some of the
best servants of Government that we had, were men trained
mn the Missionary College. Even when they had not been led to
embrace Christianity, they had undoubtedly imbibed principles
of the greatest value to Government and to the people.

It was also very remarkable to see the great affection that
the pupils and students of the missionary mstitution and college
had for therr missionary teachers. On one ocecasion, when
Commussioner of Nagpur, I had to go out to see some famme
relief measures which were being carried on under the super-
mtendence of the Rev. John Douglas He had been set aside
by the Missionary Council to village evangelistic work, and had
his head-quarters at Dhapewara I arianged to start in the
afternoon, as soon as my work 1 office was over, to drive Mr
Douglas as far as I could along the high road, and then to go
with him 1n his bullock tonga by the village roads to Dhapewara,
where I had sent my tent. When we got into the tonga 1t was
very late ; for I had been detained in office  We became so en-
grossed 1n talk, that in the dark Mr Douglas allowed his driver
to miss the road, and we found ourselves mn a willage about
five or six miles from Dhapewara

A Commussioner 1s a somewhat important personage, and
I was entitled, under the rules framed under the Land
Revenue Act, to obtamn a guide from one village to another
iIn my route when travelling i the District I went accord-
mgly to the house of the Patel,* explammed my position and
the circumstances, and asked for a guide The Patel at
once called aloud for the Kotwart{ to guide me to the
village, which lay half-way between his own and Dhapewara
Just then Mr. Douglas happened to speak to me. The
Patel, hearng the voice, peered at him in the darkness and
sald (in Marathi, of course), ““ You are my old teacher.” Mr.

* Patel 15 the Nagpur name for the head man of the village
t The Kotwar 1s the village servant

\
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Douglas asked his name, and remembered him ; and they had a
friendly talk, to which I lstened with great mteiest. As the
Kotwar came up the Patel said, “I will go with you myself to
Dhapewara,” and he walked with us the whole way 1 the dark,
talking cheenly and fambharly with us both He had been
prepared to send the village servant half-way with the Com-
mussioner of Division as the law required ; but he walked himself
the whole way with us from love of his old missionary teacher.
I found also that my relations with the people were much im-
proved through my acquamntance with their friend the mission-
ary, and through his presence with me during my nspection.

It 1s not easy to overestimate the importance of the beneficent
mfluence which missionaries have exercised in India  There are,
of course, missionaries and missionaries There are some men
who mustake their vocation ; they are by nature unloving and
unlovable, and the mere fact that they are missionaries does
not alter therr nature They are unsympathetic towards the
natives ; they are jealous, suspicious, and even hostile towards
their fellow-countrymen. Narrow, ill-educated, and wanting
i tact and judgment, they probably do more harm than good.
Such missionaries are exceedingly exceptional. The pity 1s
that one such man may prejudice an officer agamnst missionaries
and their work throughout his whole service ; and, apart from
the duect mischief that such a man does amongst the people, he
1s indirectly the cause of great evil by exciting such a prejudice.

There are certain missionaries who, although no doubt well-
meaning, forget that not all the information that reaches them
1s accurate, ard that not all the accurate information should be
passed on. This leads to much misconception, to friction, and,
I venture to think, to mjury to the cause they have at heart.
It is easy, of tourse, for an officer to show that he disapproves
of such actior on the part of the mdividual without losing his
interest in, aad much more without opposing, the cause ; but
1t 1s unfortunately natural with some men to extend to a whole
body the judyment passed on the individual.

Sometimes even when one 1s most firm in dechning the
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intimacy of a mischief-maker, one does not escape the influence
of that man’s want of judgment. I recall an occasion on which
I was attacked bitterly in the press for having acted on in-
formation said to have been brought to me by a missionary.
I suppose that he had given out that he was going to me. As
a matter of fact I had refused to receive any information from
him, or even to know the subject on which he was said to have
come to see me. I did not contradict the newspapers : it is not
our habit to defend ourselves from personal attacks. But the
incident is illustrative of the mischief which a tactless and
thoughtless man may easily do.

My experience, however, has been that the missionary who
too readily listens to an ill-report of people round about him—
whether European or Indian—or who could see no other view
of any set of circumstances than that which is based on the
information he receives, is comparatively rare, snd that there
is much advantage to be derived from friendly intercourse
with the missionaries. To them, as a body, we owe the awaken-
ing of the conscience of the Government to some of the old abuses
of Indian administration. We owe to them a representation
before the people, of the Christian religion and of the British
character, which is higher and better than perhaps any other
class whatever has been able to make. We owz also to them
some of the best educational institutions in India, and some
of the finest Indian characters.

I should like to see all missionaries willing o enter fully
and with kindly confidence into friendly relatons with the
officers of Government. They ought not readily to take up an
unfavourable impression of the character and conduct of officers
of Government, and least of all when these sre their own
fellow-countrymen. Officers of Government, whether European
or Indian, are for the most part animated by a2 strong sense
of duty. And, if the missionary is to exercise any worthy
influence on them—whom he is as much bound by his duty
to his Master to influence, as to influence any one else—he must
acknowledge this.
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On the other hand, that officer 1s altogether unwise who
1gnores the missionary. An officer who disregards any sowce
of mfoimation mn respect Lo the customs and feelings of the
people 1s unwise ; and masmuch as the missionary has special
opportunities of contact with the people, there 1s special un-
wisdom m keeping him aloof The missionary, however, when
he 1s found to be a good and trustworthy man, ought to be
far more than a source of information to the Government
officer He can be a most useful coadjutor Not only his
educational work, but also the beneficent aims which animate
all his intercourse with the people, are such as to bring him
thoroughly mnto line with a devoted seivant of Government

To me 1t has always appeared intensely unsatisfactory to find
a Government officer and a missionary standing aloof from one
another and regarding one another with suspicion and dishike.
Such a state of things has seemed to me to indicate that one
or other of thése two was 1n that respect at least unfitted for
the position which he occupied  Of late years, when the country
has been visited with plague and famine, the Government has
been under special obligation to the missionaries for the won-
derful and devoted work which they have done; and in not a
few cases the value of that work has been publicly recognised
by the Government of India and by the reigning sovereign

In Nagpur, where I was stationed for many years, I joined
the native Church and became an office-bearer in the congrega-
tion. Ihad regularly to visit a certain pait of the congregation,
along with another member of the Kirk Session, who was an
Indian This enabled me to know mtimately the Christian
families of the place and thewr concerns; and I acquired an
admiration for the earnestness, stmpheity, and high character
of many of the native Chnistians Our first pastor was the
Rev. Mr. Timothy, who began hfe as a soldier in the 7th
Madras Infantry, and looked forward to promotion in the army,
as young native soldiers do. At the age of sixteen or seventeen,
when a bright, intelligent lad, he was stationed at Raipur,
about a hundred and sixty miles from Nagpur., There he met
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some native converts to Christianity. They told him about the
Saviour, and roused his interest in the new religion.

They could not make things quite clear to him, so he decided
to travel to Nagpur to see the missionaries. There was no rail-
way, and he travelled by road. He had taken three months
leave of absence; and by the end of that time he embraced
Christianity and was baptised with the name of Timothy.
He returned to his regiment, but became strongly possessed
by the desire to do religious work among his fellow-countrymen.
He took his discharge and returned to Nagpur, where he became
a teacher. Meanwhile the mission established their own train-
ing classes for the ministry ; and he was trained and duly
“licensed * after the Presbyterian manner to preach the Gospel.
Then the Nagpur Christians, who had just been formed into a
congregation, called him to be their minister, and he was
ordained. He was, for many years, a beloved and faithful pastor
of the native Christians. He lived a blameless and consistent
life, and was much respected by the whole community.

The elders of the congregation were all natives except one
missionary and myself. Some of them had very interesting
life histories. These rise before my memory as I write; but I
cannot give space to record more than one. It is illustrative
not only of missionary work, but also of the most kindly rela-
tions that existed between Europeans and Indians about the
time that I went to the Central Provinces. When I first knew
him, Anant Singh was a contractor of good business capacity,
and considerable means and position in Nagpur. His father,
who was a Rajput, had been an officer in an Indian regiment.

There was in the same regiment a European officer, Major
Arrow, who was on the best of terms with the native officers,
and was loved and trusted by them all. When Anant Singh’s
father was dying, he sent for Major Arrow, and committed
his three children and their property to his charge, for their
mother was dead, and he had no friends to whom he cared
to send them. Major Arrow sent them to Mr. Hislop to be
educated, making separate arrangements for their board as
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their caste required Anant Simngh met with an accident which
imperilled his hfe. When in hospital and surrounded by
Christian kindness and care, he thought out the great question
of his relations with God, and decided to take his stand as a
Chustian  After he left hospital he apphed for baptism and
was received mnto the Church

About this time I knew a young native who went to read
the Scuiptures every Sunday with a young Government officer.
They talked over what they read, and the observations made
and difficulties raised by the Indian, were often so frivolous and
puerile as to lead s British friend to doubt lis sincerity as an
mquirer after truth. The young European officer fell 11l and
was sent home with the sentence of death passed on him by
his medical advisers. He recovered, however, and went back
to a very different part of the Province. Some years after he was
present 1n the missionary church when his young Indian friend
was publicly baptised

It appeared that the latter had continued privately to
study the Sciuiptures in a remote district, to which he had
been transfeired, far away from any missionary influence
Absolutely discontented with Hindwism, he jomned the Brahmo
Somaj and became a Deist. This imnvolved no separation
from his people or his caste, for so long as a Hindu keeps
himself from ceremonial impurity, he may beheve what
he hkes Here, however, he found that he could not rest.
The Christ became more to him than merely one of many
teachers, and he accepted Him as Saviour and Master. Still,
for about two years he saw no necessity for making any public
confession of his faith, which would mvolve separation from his
caste and all the beloved and sacred associations of his youth.

But the conviction grew stronger within him that this course
mvolved disloyalty; and with the quet courage which has
distinguished so many Indian Chmstians, he determined to
sacrifice all that was dearest to him rather than to be disloyal
to what he believed to be the truth. He apphed to the nearest
missionary for baptism, and was received into the Church.
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For years after he lived a trusted servant of Government, un-

obtrusive in his character and without reproach in his life.
~ He served under me some years after his baptism, and I had
many a conversation with him. It was interesting to hear him
tell, in a very simple way, of his loss of faith in his old religion ;
of his struggle with the temptation to think that all forms of re-
ligion were equally mythical and perhaps equally useful, in rais-
ing one above the purely material and leading up to God, and
that a man’s belief mattered little if he just tried to do his duty
as far as he could in the place given him in the world ; of the
great attraction which the character and teaching of the Christ
had for him ; and of the intellectual and other difficulties that
he had with the Bible, and how he often would have turned
from it altogether but for the divine Son of God who spoke to
him in its pages.

He told me how the bitterness of separation from what
he had loved and reverenced made him hesitate; how gladly
he had found the apparent solution of his difficulties in
the acceptance of Brahamoism, receiving the Lord Jesus as
one of his many teachers; how even here he had not found
rest ; how more and more loyalty to the Christ filled his heart,
and how after years of conflict he had reached that important
point where he determined to enter the Church, a step which
cost him less than he had anticipated, and which he never re-
gretted. This case has special interest to me, because it is
the story of a man who for years studied our Holy Scriptures
for himself, and was led step by step into the Church of
Christ. ‘

I have known many Indian Christians very intimately, and I
have seen the Indian Church grow from infancy, when it seemed
impossible to let it take a step alone and without guidance, into
a comparatively strong Church, more or less self-supporting,
self-governing, and self-propagating. Itisa high estimate that
I have formed of the character of many native Christians. I
recognise the power of the Christian religion to elevate in the
East as it has done in the West, and I see a future for the native
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Church the importance of which it seems to me impossible to
exaggerate. There are undoubtedly some natives who are only
nominally Christian, and who give an evil report to Christianity ;
but these are they who have been carelessly received, without
instruction and without proof, into the Christian  Church.
The missionary bodies as a rule are careful in this matter; and
we have no reason to be ashamed of our Indian brethren in
Christ. For myself, I have Indian Christian friends for whom
I have as high a regard as for my friends in the West, and
whose characters I have recognised as becoming more and more
Christlike as they submit themselves to His teaching and to
the influence of His Spirit.

Apart from their converts, the influence of missionaries
has been of the highest value. There are men who make no
profession of Christianity, and who are animated all the same
by the great principles of Christian morality ; there are also
some whose profession of Christianity is clear and decided,
but not public. I remember a specially striking case. We
had an applicant for baptism in Nagpur, who had received
all his religious instruction while he was tutor in the family
of an Indian gentleman whom we did not know to be a
professing Christian. This gentleman had family worship
in his house which this young man attended ; and the latter
was led to inquire into the truth of Christianity and joined the
Church. His employer died some years afterwards still un-
baptised ; but several members of his family were received
into the Church not long after his death. I have known
intimately many such secret disciples. ‘

To me the results of Christian missions are not small or dis-
couraging, they are important and of the highest promise. The
efforts that have been put forth by the Christian Churches
for the evangelisation of non-Christian countries are indeed
exceedingly inadequate. The command of the Christ in regard
to this matter was lost sight of for centuries. Modern times
have seen a revival of the missionary spirit, but by no means
a worthy response to the Lord’s commission. Such efforts as
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have been put forth by the Churches have, however, been
crowned with wonderful success. No one who has taken any
trouble to study the question, to see the work itself, to judge
the character of those who have been really won to the Christian
religion, can fail to recognise how wonderful the results have
been, both in regard to the numbers of true converts, and also
in regard to the elevation of their character.

Nor must it be forgotten that, in estimating the results of
missionary work, account must also be taken of the spread of
Christian principles, even where there has been no formal
adoption of Christianity. This forms a very important element
in missionary results. The sacrifices which the adoption of
Christianity still involve, and other obstacles to the ready pro-
fession of that religon by the people, have prevented many who
are intellectually persuaded of its excellence from embracing it
as their creed. I believe that in this respect what we must
look for is, that the Indian Church itself should awake fully
to its responsibility for the religious condition of the peoples
among whom it is set, and that there should arise great leaders
among these peoples themselves to secure a really popular
religious movement. In the clevating and civilising power of
Christianity the hope of India seems to lie; but it must be
Christianity not as a foreign but as an Indian faith.

I am not here writing a plea for missions or a defence of them,
I do not understand any argument on behalf of Christian
missions to Christian men stronger than the command and
commission of the Christ Himself, requiring that His Evangel
should be carried by the Church to every creature, even to the
uttermost parts of the earth. The commission given by Him to
the Church seems to me finally to settle the matter. To us
who have received the Gospel of Christ in this land centuries
ago, there is that other argument which rests on a fine principle
of human nature: “Freely ye have received, freely give.”
Human nature when ungrateful and self-centred is degraded,
and certainly is not the humanity of the religion of the Son of
Man. It seems to me an almost impossible position to realise
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at all adequately what we ourselves have recertved mn Chusti-
anity, and yet have no desire to impart that blessing

In the third place, there 1s 1n the case of India a special call
to missionary effort, in the wonderful relations which have been
established between that great country and ours These surely
mvolve great responsibilities, not only for its mtellectual and
economic progress, but also for its moral and religious condition.
In the beautiful parable of the Good Samaritan, our Lord set
forth the simple principle that the neighbour whom we are to
love as ourselves 1s the man who 1s 1n need, and who 1s placed
1n such near relation to us that we can help him  India stands
mn this relation to Great Britamn, and she ought to receive of
our best. The obligation 1s all the stronger as respects the
Church and the imdividual Christian, because the rghteous
principle of Government neutrality precludes the use of official
influence on behalf of the Christian or any other faith

These are among the arguments for missionaiy work
India that most appeal to me from the pomt of view of the
Christian Church. There 1s a great lesson of Indian experience
which also makes me feel strongly on the subject That 1s the
umversal need for the hfe that 1s in the knowledge of God,
and the switability of the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ to
meet that need. I have found 1n every page of the book of my
experience clearest evidence of the fact that human nature
1s the same in the East as i the West, that when we get below
the surface we find that the desires and affections, the needs and
capacities of men are practically the same And my experience
tells me that the power of the Spint of hfe m Christ Jesus
to cheer and purify the hives of men, and to elevate and trans-
form therr characters, 1s the same 1n India as m England.
There may be flashes of hight here and there 1n exceptional cases,
but 1t 1s darkness that prevails among the non-Christian peoples
whom I have known ; and there 1s nothing more beautiful than
to see the light of the Gospel breaking mn on this darkness, not
among the educated and more influential classes alone, but
among the poor and depressed. I could tell of brght and
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worthy Christians in the humble homes of India, just as I
could tell of them among the humble homes of the villages and
glens of my own land.

I have referred to the righteous principle of Government
neutrality in regard to religion. It is a principle which has ruled
my conduct, I most earnestly believe, throughout all my service
in India. I have never consciously favoured Christian or
Hindu or Muhammadan for his creed, and I have never used
my official influence in any way to undermine or change the
faith of any man. But I have never regarded the principle
of neutrality as involving indifference or opposition to religion.
Early in my service I had definitely to face this question.

I was stationed in a District where there was one solitary Euro-
pean missionary. He had a service every Sunday morning in
the Mission Church, which was attended by Europeans, Eura-
sians, and a few Indian Christians. Some non-Christian Indians
also attended, because they liked to hear the missionary telling
the story of Divine Love. I attended the service regularly.
The missionary had to go out on tour to preach in the villages.
This necessitated his absence for a Sunday or two, and he
asked me to conduct the service. I complied with his request.

My superior, the Collector (or, as we called him in that Pro-
vince, the Deputy Commissioner, an upright English gentleman)
informed me that, as Indians attended the service, it was in-
compatible with my duty to Government to conduct i, especially
as some of these were Hindus, and he requested me to cease
from taking any part in the service. I told him that I could
not accept his view of my duty, and that if he wished to press it,
I should like the matter referred to the Local Government. He
very courteously and kindly agreed to refer it * demi-officially.”
The reply was that so long as I merely took part in a Christian
service in a place to which no one was compelled to come,
and did not force my views on the attention of the people,
there could be no objection on the part of Government. I
never had any trouble again in this connection.

There are some who seem to forget that the people of India
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are themselves distinctly religious, and they are far from having
any aversion to a rehigious man unless he nterferes with them
m their own religion and its observances It is also forgotten
that the declaration of neutrality in regard to ieligion has
been made by a Government distinctly professing to be a
Christian Government The simple and beautiful profession
of her own faith made by Queen Victoria in the pioclamation
i which, when taking over the government of her Indian
possessions, she declared the strict neutrality of her Government
m regard to rehigion, made a profound impression on the
Oriental mind and heart There 1s also a very striking passage
i the great Educational Despatch of 1854, one of the wisest
and loftiest documents ever penned by British statesmen,
which 1s well worth quoting

“ Considerable misappiehension appears to exist as to our
views with respect to religious mnstruction in the Government
mstitutions. These institutions are founded for the benefit
of the whole population of India; and in order to effect their
object, 1t was and 1s indispensable that the education conveyed
i them should be exclusively secular. The Bible 1s, we under-
stand, placed m the libranes of the colleges and schools, and
the pupils are able freely to consult it This 1s as 1t should be ;
and, moreover, we have no desire to prevent or discourage any
explanations which the pupils may of their own free will ask
from the masters upon the subject of the Christian religion, pro-
vided that such information be given out of school hours. Such
mstruction being entirely voluntary on both sides, 1t 1s necessary
m order to prevent the shghtest suspicion of an mtention on
our part to make use of the influence of Government for the
purpose of proselytism, that no notice shall be taken of 1t by
the 1mspectors 1 their periodical visits ” It 1s 1n this way that
I have always mterpreted the principle of neutrahty

There 1s another argument 1n favour of missionary work by
the Church in India which demands a moment’s notice. Like
other non-Christian lands there 1s at the present time i India

an awakening from the slumber of centuries, the beginning of a
T
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new life. All parts of India, so far as education and association
with the West have directly affected life, feel the unrest which
comes from intellectual awakening and the revival of national
spirit. There is an effective demand, which cannot be refused,
for the education, the industrial methods and the civilisation
of the West, to be applied in India on Indian lines. The peoples
of non-Christian lands, and the peoples of India among them,
are pressing forward to a place among the civilised nations
of the world ; and they will take that place. We have no right
to complain of this. It is the result of our own policy. We have
worked and striven for it. The best statesmanship of Britain
has realised that India is not under our control to be exploited
for our own advantage, but to be educated and advanced in
the interests of its multitudinous peoples. There are elements
in the present unrest which we deplore, elements of anarchy
and crime. But these are not to be accepted as characteristic
of the whole. The intellectual unrest, the newly awakened
ambitions and aspirations, are what we ought to have anti-
cipated and ought to welcome.

What, however, is the result ? These non-Christian races
are no more negligible. They were asleep and remote from our
civilisation. Improved communications have made them our
neighbours ; and contact with our civilisation has awakened
them from the sleep of centuries. They already have their
influence on ourselves: that influence will grow. As they
become more civilised and more conscious of their power, they
will, with their teeming millions and incalculable resources, exer-
cise an influence on the future of our race which it is impossible
to estimate. To me it seems that to give them civilisation
without Christianity is to withhold that to which our civilisation
owes all that is best in it, and by which alone it can be kept
pure and healthful. They cannot adhere to their own religions ;
they are breaking away from them ; and yet many of the best
of them realise the necessity of religion for worthy and beneficent
life. To leave them without religion may make them a probable
source of danger in the future history of the race.
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One of the greatest educationists of his day, one to whose
efforts India generally, but especially Bengal, owes more
educationally than to any one else, made use three-quarteis of
a century ago of these striking words: *“ If in India you do give
the people knowledge without religion, rest assured that 1t is
the greatest blunder, politically speaking, that ever was com-
mitted Having free, unrestricted access to the whole range
of our English hterature and science, they will despise and
reject their own systems of learning. Once driven out of their
systems, they will mevitably become infidels 1n religion ; and,
shaken out of the mechanical round of thewr religious observ~
ances, without moral pinciples to balance their thoughts or
gwude their movements, they will as certainly become discon-
tented, restless agitators.” These words, uttered nearly a
quarter of a century before the transfer of the Government of
India to the Crown, have been strangely fulfilled in our day.

It 1s felt, not by Christians only, but alsoc by Hindus and
Muhammadans throughout India, that 1eligion 1s necessary
to the healthy hife of the people This partly explams the
Hindu revival which has recently attracted considerable
attention There are those who regard this revival as the answer
of the non-Christian faith to Christiamity So far as it is
genuine, it seems to me to be just as much the protest of
naturally religious races agamst the secular education and
materialism now prevailing m schools and colleges It 1s to
some extent the genume expression of the reluctance with
which the orthodox Hindus see the religious beliefs of their
fathers dissipated by Western education and enlightenment,
while nothing 1s supplied i their stead to meet the moral and
religious wants of our common humanity.

Of course, 1t 1s also mm some measure, especially perhaps in
the West of India, due to the more selfish objection of the
Brahmans to the subversion of their old influence and position.
It 1s also very largely due to an attempt on the part of men
who have no sympathy with any religion, and least of all with
Hinduism, to divert the rehgious sentiments of the Hindus into
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a political channel. There are such men in all parts of India,
but especially, perhaps, in Bengal. One effect of the influence
of these sham supporters of the Hindu religion has been to
induce thoughtless, fanatical, and half-trained youths to associ-
ate their religion with particular forms of violence and sedition,
which are really altogether inconsistent with its true teaching.

I do not think that this Hindu revival constitutes any
menace to the success of missionary work. I believe that the
influence of Christianity is growing in a most remarkable
manner. There is opportunity now such as never existed before.
There is a toleration, nay, rather a welcoming of Christian
teaching which is without precedent. For there is a desire for
religion growing up amongst all classes which makes them
ready to listen to any religious teacher whose life and character
commend his teaching. With this unexampled opportunity
there is the unprecedented urgency to which I have referred.
I think that this opportunity exists as much among the higher
and more educated as among the depressed and ignorant classes.

There has been some talk of dropping the educated and turning
exclusively to the lower orders, because the former have refused
the call. I have no sympathy with this view. Some of the best
Indian Christians whom I have known have been educated in
our colleges, and have belonged to the learned professions ;
and, whether as laymen or as mission agents, they have ex-
ercised a far more powerful influence in supporting and spreading
the Church of Christ among their fellow-countrymen than other
Indian Christians have been able to do. Let us by all means
have the gospel preached to the poor; but let us also aim at
securing for the Church the learning and influence of the best
class of Indians. In our enthusiasm for the salvation of blind
beggars, let us not overlook the possibility of enlisting a St. Paul.

I believe that the outlook of Christianity in India was never
so favourable as it is at present, and I feel that the evangelisation
of its peoples is assured if the Church in the West and the Church
in India are found alive to their responsibility and faithful to
their duty.



CHAPTER XX
INDIAN UNREST: ITS CAUSES

India 1 respect of the unrest which has forced itself

so much on our notice during recent years. My own
impression 1s that this unrest 1s not widespread, but confined
to a very small section of the Indian community The mass of
the people are unaffected by 1t The unrest 1tself is not by
any means wholly evil. I do not for a moment desire to under-
estimate the serious mcidents which have recently occurred,
or the state of unrest of which they are the outcome I do
desire, however, that they should be correctly mterpreted and
that an exaggerated 1mpression of the state of things in India
should not be created or fostered. There 1s real unrest Some
of 1t 1s natural and mevitable; some of it 1s only wicked and
deplorable That which 1s evil has also, no doubt, been strength-
ened by that which 1s natural i the situation.

Among the natural causes of unrest may be taken the pressure
on lhfe ansing from the high prices which prevail Trouble
more or less serious may at any time arise in India n scarcity
or famine, just as similar causes may produce trouble mn any
other country. An illustration of this is contained n the account
I have given of the gram riots in Nagpur, which were due to
the holding up of gramn supplies i anticipation of a rise i
prices expected from the demand from districts and locahties
where scarcity prevailled Under economic conditions which
suddenly make even the necessities of hife almost unobtainable
by those who have fixed incomes, we may expect much dis-
tress and dissatisfaction which may give trouble to the Govern-
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! GREAT deal of attention has been of late directed to
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ment in a country where it is believed to be able to do practically
what it wills.

The economic changes which have taken place in India of
late years have most seriously affected what in Bengal are
called the bdhadralog or respectable classes, people of com-
paratively small means and fixed incomes. Among them are
middlemen amongst the land-owning classes, who receive a
fixed proportion of the revenue of the land, which they hold
under the larger Zamindars, who have managed to keep for
themselves any increased emoluments which result from the
rise in rents. Among them are also to be found many of the
official and professional classes, whose incomes have been
fixed years ago when prices were much lower, and are not
easily raised to meet the sudden rise in prices.

I know at least one district where, when I first went to India,
one could get as much as one hundred and fifty seers (three
hundred pounds) of grain for the rupee (two shillings), where
a man would now consider himself very lucky if he got fifteen.
When it is realised how simple is the life of the Indian, and how
large a proportion of his expenditure is on the necessaries of
life, it will be seen how very serious may be the effect of such
a rise of prices upon many classes of the community. The
change has been produced by the enormous improvements in
communication which have now brought Districts at that
time practically inaccessible into close touch with the markets
of the world. There can be no doubt of the great advantage of
this change to India generally; and I am able to testify
strongly, from my knowledge of the people, that the standard
of comfort has been greatly raised throughout the country,
and that the condition of the people generally has vastly im-
proved. There are, however, classes which have been very
severely hit; and they are classes of some consideration and
influence. :

A very intelligent Bengali friend of mine was talking to me
about the discontent which prevailed among many classes,
and which produced a distinct tendency to criticise the Govern-
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ment adversely. In the course of conversation he told me that
families m s position had frequently found it necessary to
cut down therr domestic establishments, that the ladies of
the family had to perform duties which formerly had been left
to servants; and that many comforts of the home hfe to
which the members of the family had been accustomed had
ceased to be obtainable. He said, *“ This sends people out with
loud complaimnts agaimst the Government. Dissatisfaction with
our circumstances produces political unrest. In fact,” he
added 1n his Orental way, 1t 1s with us even as 1t 1s with the
dogs When we are uncomfortable at home we come out mnto
the streets to bark ”

It 1s no easy matter to say what, if anything, can be done
to assist the people under these circumstances. Economic
changes, which 1n Europe were carried out 1n the course of
generations, have been effected i India within a few years
owing to its contact with the West I have long been of opinion
that the matter deserves the sympathetic consideration of the
Government ; and I am glad to see that the Government of
India have their attention seriously directed to this matter,
and are making the mquiry 1egarding 1t which many of the
people demand.

It must not be understood that I attribute the worst
forms of unrest and political agitation to high prices and
to the consequent pressure on certamn classes I merely
mention this as one cause of dissatisfaction ; and mn a country
like India, with so many incomes and salaries fixed by custom,
1t is by no means a neghgible cause. It in some measure explains
the toleration, or even approval, with which the foolish and
mischievous babblings of professional agitators were long
recetved by many by whom they would otherwise have been
strongly condemned. It was hoped, perhaps, that these wild
utterances would draw the attention of the Government to
trouble and dissatisfaction which were real, and n respect of
which the sufferers, 1n accordance with Oriental usage, looked
to the Government for help.
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Closely allied to this is the great depression among some of
the industrial classes. This also is due mainly to economic
causes. Manufactures have enormously developed in India
of late years. Not only has there been a great increase in the
import of manufacturcd articles, but there have also been in-
numerable mills and factories established throughout the
country. Many of these are now worked with native capital,
and the labour employed is, of course, mainly native. There
is no doubt of the enormous advantage of all this to the Indian
community in general ; but the history of the introduction of
machinery in our own country should enable us to understand
how injuriously such changes must, for a time at least, affect
some of the labouring and industrial classes, how discontent
may easily spread among them, and how susceptible they may
become to the mischievous influences of thoughtless or un-
principled agitators. This, to a very large extent, explains
the success of what has been known as the  boycott move-
ment > in Bengal. With the desire to foster native industry
the Government and its officers have the greatest sympathy.
But true ““ Swadeshi ** has been perverted by unscrupulous
agitators to ignoble use, and has been degraded by selfishness,
political disaffection, and race hatred.

The industrial depression is a matter to which the Imperial
and Local Governments in India have now for some time been
giving anxious attention. All that is now being done to develop
local industries, and to introduce and stimulate technical
education, indicates the interest that Government takes in this
matter and the recognition of its great importance. In India
such a matter must be dealt with by the Government. The
people still look to the Government to help them in all kinds
of difficulties, and the lesson of self-help has to be learned,

* ¢¢Swadeshi ” means “ of the country,” *indigenous.” Some of the leaders
profess that their object is merely to encourage indigenous industry. But the
impression that they have given to their followers is sadly illustrated in the
evidence of Ganesh Balvant Vaidya in the Nassik Conspiracy Case. He mentioned
¢ Swadeshi,” and being asked what he meant by it, he said, ‘I mean a movement
for the collection of arms, the preparation of material for making bombs, etc.”
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not only by the common people, but even by those also who
claim to be the educated and enhightened classes It 1s not
easy for the Government, especially where financial pressure
enists, to meet 1is responsibiity m this matter; but it 1s
necessary for the happmess of the people, and for the stability
of Government, that 1t should find the means

It 1s In my opinion also of vital importance that the measures
taken to this end should be taken m India itself Not only
must local industries be encouraged mn India, but technical
and mdustrial education must be available there. It 1s practic-
ably mmpossible, and also politically dangerous, to compel the
natives of the country, to any large extent, to go abroad for
mstruction and education The present compulsion 1s destroy-
ing many of the best of the rising generation. It may be
necessary, no doubt, at least for a time, to send some young
men abroad for education, if only for the purpose of obtaining
duly qualified teachers; and 1t will probably always be
necessary, i India as elsewhere, for specialists mn any depart-
ment of intellectual or industrial work to come mmto contact
with the best workers abroad; but our aim should be, as
soon as possible, to supply the necessary education in Inda,
and to supply 1t n great measure by Indians themselves. Only
thus can the work be done which the cucumstances demand.

In connection with this subject of technical education I can-
not help referring to a philanthropic scheme recently maugur-
ated 1n Bengal by one of the leading merchants of Calcutta
He proposes that, in the mterests of the young, an experiment
should be made with land reclaimed in the sundarbans, at the
mouth of the Ganges, in the way of holding out inducements
to young men of energy and of some education to devote
themselves to agricultural pursuits He offers generous sup-
port to the scheme, which seems to commend 1tself to many
right-thinking people . Calcutta. It appeals to the Indian
love of agriculture and to the earnest desire of many young
men to find an honourable and worthy outlet for their energies.
His object 1s to give them a useful career, and to save them



282 INDIAN UNREST:

from the injurious influences of selfish and unprincipled agita-
tion.

If the experiment succeeds it may have very important
results. I do not see why it should not succeed if the Govern-
ment sees its way to encourage it. The rules for settling culti-
vators will have to be modified if this scheme is to go on. They
are framed to keep out land-speculation. But they might be
modified to meet the necessity of any well-considered scheme
framed by men who can be trusted. I mention it now as show-
ing how the situation impresses a large-hearted fellow-country-
man engaged in commercial work in India. His view, he
explains, is that such measures as this, as well as the en-
lightened measures of political reform recently carried out by
the Government, are as essential as measures of repression in
respect of the present unrest.

I pass now to a phase in the unrest which is, perhaps, more
familiar to people at home than any other, the unrest of the
educated classes, the unrest which is due to the education
which we have ourselves given to the people of India. I shall
have to refer immediately to the small proportion of the people
of India who may justly be included among the educated
classes. I have, however, no desire to minimise the importance
of these classes or to refuse to pay earnest attention to their
reasonable demands and aspirations. We have created these
classes; and we have given them their hopes and aims. We
are bound, on that account, as a matter of justice as well as of
policy, not to ignore their reasonable claims.

We are bound by the generous promise of the late Queen
Victoria, in Her Majesty’s great proclamation transferring the
government of India from the East India Company to the Crown,
a promise which was solemnly renewed fifty years later by King
Edward VIL. We are bound by this promise, as well as by the
principles of justice and sound policy, to see that, as far as may be
possible, His Majesty’s “subjects of whatever race or creed
shall be freely and impartially admitted to offices in his service,
the duties of which they may be qualified by their education,
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ability, and integrity duly to discharge” As I look back on
my thirty-seven years’ service in India, I see little cause to
be ashamed of the manner in which this obligation has been
met.

I do not propose to deal with the appomtment of Indians to
the purely Judicial Service of the Crown. They have long held
some of the highest appomntments in that Service It was
easy to find men i India intellectually qualified for purely
legal work, and for judicial work, so far as that 1s purely legal,
while the publicity of the work in the courts and a system
of revision and appeal, sometimes perhaps too elaborate, made
1t, at a comparatively early period, a safe and wise measure to
place judicial work largely mn the hands of Indians. I propose
rather to look at the part taken by Indians in the executive
administration of the country, that 1s, at the number of execu-
tive appointments held by Indians Here I do not mtend to
mention the lower classes of appomtments, which are prac-
tically all mn the hands of Indians : there 1s no question about
these appomntments; there is no desire on the part of the
educated classes to hold them

What really demands consideration 1s the progress made
in filling the higher executive appomntments by Indian gentle-
men. Although I have seen the great progress made 1n
this respect i the Central Provinces, where most of my ser-
vice was rendered, and also mm other Provinces of India
which I have visited during my service on two important
Commuissions which took me to every Province in India, I
prefer to deal with the facts as they exist in Bengal. Ido
so for two reasoms, both because there has been more agita-
tion of recent years in Bengal than elsewhere, and also
because I know the figures well, as they had especially to be
dealt with by my Government in connection with agitation.

Before I came to India, ;n 1871, there were no members of
the Indian Crvil Service in Bengal at all. Three Indians jomned
the Service at the end of that year. All of them were drawing
Rs.400 a month. At the end of 1908, when I gave over charge

¥
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of the Province of Bengal, there were thirteen Indian civilians
in the graded list drawing monthly salaries of from Rs.776
to Rs.2250. Besides these there were ten Indians, not members
of the Indian Civil Service, holding posts which had ordinarily
been reserved for that Service. So that, as against three such
appointments in 1871, there were twenty-three in 1908. Be-
sides this, the Provincial Service in 1871 consisted of one
hundred and seventy-seven officers employed as Assistant
Collectors and Assistant Magistrates, of whom forty-five, or
just over one-fourth, were Europeans. At the end of 1908,
there were three hundred and sixty-one members of that
Service, and only forty-five, or one-eighth, of them were Euro-
peans. The total addition to the Provincial Service, the officers
of which do the same work as the junior officers of the Civil
Service, by which addition the strength of the former Service
had been more than doubled, was composed of Indians. These
figures indicate the great progress that has been made in the
employment of Indians in the Executive Service of the Crown
in Bengal.

Perhaps, however, the earnestness of the Government in
seeking to carry out the royal promise is more clearly seen
when the importance of the offices now held by Indians is
considered. Tn 1871 the highest position held by an Indian
in the Executive Service was the comparatively subordinate
one of Assistant Magistrate or Assistant Collector. There were
no Indians as District or Sessions Judges, or as Magistrates, or
Joint Magistrates. Recently we have had Indians employed
not only in these capacities, but also in the higher office of
Commissioner of Division; and during my term of office as
Lieutenant-Governor, I had an Indian officer holding the
Executive appointment of next highest rank in the Province
to my own, as Senior Member of the Board of Revenue. The
principle of appointing Indians to Executive offices, for which
they possess the necessary qualifications, has thus been steadily
kept in view. At the same time, they have been more and more
appointed to high office in other departments of the Govern-
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ment Service, such as medicmne, education, law, and engineer-
ing, and more recently m the police department

His Majesty’s recent proclamation to the chiefs and peoples of
India will doubtless secure the constant prosecution of this policy
in the future It ought, however, to be distinetly laid down and
kept 1 view that 1t 1s just as unsound to appommt a man
to Executive office on account of his race or creed as to debar
him from office on that account For District Boaids or
Legislative Assemblies, 1t 1s not only justifiable, but necessary
to appont a man because he repiesents a certain interest It
1s desned that he should speak and fight for that mterest. For
an Executive Council, or for any Executive office, the very
oppostte 1s the case The man who comes to represent and
fight for a particular mterest 1s wpso facto, and to that extent,
unfit. What 1s wanted 1s a man who can hold the scales justly
between conflicting interests and favour none Subject to this
necessary condition the policy above referred to should be
consistently pursued.

While all this has been going on steadily in regard to offices
under the Crown, efforts have, at the same time, been made to
secure, In ever-mcreasing measure, the co-operation of non-offi-
cial Indians 1n local self-government and 1n 1mperal and provin-
cial admimistration through the mumecipalities, District Boards,
and Legislative Councils The Local Self-Government scheme, 1n-
troduced during Lord Ripon’s viceroyalty, has not been so suc-
cessful as was hoped i securing the co-operation of the classes
whose co-operation is essential This 1s due partly to the mertia
of the people, but mainly to the nature of the electoral franchise
which was created under the scheme. The constituencies result-
g from that franchise were not such as to secure the best repre-
sentation of important interests, or to induce some of the
natural and most desirable leaders of the people to offer them-
selves for election. This was not the fault of the scheme, but
rather of the thoughtless and mnjudicious manner in which some
Local Governments appled 1t.

Bengal has, ;n my opinion, suffered most i this respect.



286 INDIAN UNREST:

Remedies are now under consideration. They were placed
before the Government of India during my tenure of office;
but the consideration of them was, perhaps unfortunately,
postponed owing to the measures which were under considera-
tion for the alteration of the Constitution of the Imperial and
Provincial Legislative Councils. The ridiculously low qualifica-
tion for the exercise of the franchise is one of the sad illustra-
tions of the evils of thoughtlessly introducing Western methods
into India, without full consideration of the circumstances, and
without the long period of gradual and steady progress in
political history which has characterised our own country. The
principle of Lord Ripon’s policy was sound, the details of its
application in certain Provinces were not.

An effort was, indeed, made to safeguard the interests of the
~ people generally, by giving perhaps too great a representation
to official classes in the District and Municipal local bodies
and also by nominating a number of members selected as fit
representatives of the interests which it was felt must be repre-
sented. These could not be secured by election by the vast
numbers of really inferior and indifferent men who, without
any real stake in the country or intelligent appreciation of
public affairs, formed the electoral constituency. These nomi-
nated members were, for the most part, very suitable repre-
sentatives of the interests and classes which they were nomi-
nated to represent; but they had this grave disqualification,
that they were nominated. They were open to reproach, in
the great majority of cases entirely undeserved, of having sold
themselves to the Government which nominated them.

It is clearly necessary to secure the presence on the local
bodies of such men, men with an intelligent appreciation of the
needs of their neighbourhood and of the interests of the people
generally, by election instead of by nomination. That is to
say, where an interest or a class clearly requires to be repre-
sented on the local body, a constituency of persons sharing that
interest, or belonging to that class, ought to be formed to elect
the representative. In this way the co-operation of all classes,
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and especially of those who have an important stake i the
country, may be effectively secured. It can be secured 1n no
other way. Of course, we cannot disfranchise the people upon
whom the franchise has been conferred ; but we may break
up the electoral constituencies into sections, which will secure
the representation of the iterests and classes which justice
and sound policy alike demand to have represented If we can
secure this, we shall not only feel more confidence in the advice
which the local bodies give us, but we shall also be able to put
much larger powers into their hands, and to get rid, by de-
centralisation, of much of the burden of admimistiation, which
1 these days of progress 1s becoming intolerable.

The principle which I have set forth above in regard to local
bodies has been applied to the Legislative Councils in the
scheme submitted by the Government of India, and adopted
with modifications by Lord Morley as Secretary of State. In
the maimn that scheme has my entire approval; and I look
forward with interest and hope to its working But this 1s
not enough. The principles which I have indicated must be
applied to local self-government throughout the country. I
am mchned to think, imndeed, that to apply them to Legislative
Councils before they had been applied to local bodies was to
begin at the wrong end of the matter. The explanation is
that though the need was great there was no loud demand for
reform of the local bodies. The demand for political power
was louder and more effective.

Tradition and ancient usage in India have given the people
no small share 1n local affairs, and that was a fact of which much
use had long been made Insome Provinces Lord Ripon’s scheme
was so apphied that the old system was utilised and developed.
But in Bengal and elsewhere 1t suffered a reverse because a fran-
chise system was mtroduced which disgusted many of the best
men and most natural leaders, and deprived the local bodies of
their services. These natural leaders have been to a large extent
replaced partly by nommated members, and partly by unsmtable
men who represent little beyond therr own interests, It 1s of
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urgent necessity that this error should be corrected, not by
disfranchising men who have enjoyed the franchise, but by
subdividing the electorate so as to secure the representation of
different classes and interests by suitable representatives, some-
what on the lines of the scheme which has been adopted for
the Legislative Councils.

As to these recent reforms in the Imperial and Provincial
Legislative Councils, I believe that their general effect will be
to bring the central governments of India generally, and of the
Provinces in particular, into more perfect touch with the
natives of the country ; and they will tend to further develop-
ments which the progress of civilisation and of political enlighten-
ment entitle us to expect and desire. I believe also that they
have given great satisfaction to moderate men of all classes. I
have received from many of my Indian correspondents strong
expressions of approval both of the spirit which has animated
these reforms, and of the manner in which they have been
carried out. On the other hand, I certainly do not believe
that the adoption of this scheme will be the end of our diffi-
culties in Indian administration. We have great difficulties
to face.

This in itself is a great difficulty, that principles of Govern-
ment are being taught to the educated classes for which the
vast body of the people are yet altogether unfit. We must
make up our minds to associate the people of the country
more and more in its government in accordance with the royal
promise to which I have referred ; but we must never forget
that we are in India for the sake of the just and righteous
government, not of small classes, but of the whole body of the
people ; and when I say this I am speaking of the many nations
and peoples and tongues, in all stages of political and social
development, which have been committed to our charge in that
great Empire.

The task of governing India has never been easy. I believe
that it will probably grow increasingly more difficult. Certainly
the problems with which those who are concerned with the
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government of India 1n the future, and especially the members
of the Indian Civil Service, will have to deal will differ in many
respects from those which have occupied attention m the
past. It will be at least necessary imn the future to take pamns
not only to do the best thing we can for the people, which has
generally been our sole aim 1n the past, but also to vindicate
our action before, and secure the concurrence of, an increasingly
powerful public opmion This will call for the exercise of gifts
and qualifications which we have not much required in the past.
We may reasonably hope, however, that 1t will be found that
the best and most moderate of the Indians will be thrown more
closely than ever mto sympathetic co-operation with those of
more lhiberal mind and sounder judgment among ourselves,
to work together for the public good If we continue to be
animated by the spirit of the great past, the difficulties may be
bravely and cheerfully faced, for there is privilege as well as
responsibility i the burden of Empire.



CHAPTER XXI
INDIAN UNREST: ITS LIMITATIONS

take too pessimistic a view of the situation. We must

endeavour to realise the limitations of unrest. In this
connection it is necessary to bear in mind that the peoples of
India are not a homogeneous mass, so that what one says of
one part of India must necessarily be said of another. Nothing
could be further from the truth. A man in one part of India
may have no conception of what is going on in another, or
of the precise difficulties which have there to be faced.

There has been an amount of mischief working for a long time
in Bengal, which led to a highly respected Indian official saying
to me before I went there, “ We have lost Bengal ”—an alto-
gether exaggerated statement. In Bombay there has been
mischief brewing for a quarter of a century at least, and the
earliest repression of any importance had to be effected there.

In Madras, on the other hand, where there is more of en-
lightenment than in any part of India, there is apparently less
cause to think of sedition. In the Central Provinces there was
nothing but loyalty until some Beraris, tainted with the dis-
content of Poona, began to work in Nagpur, and the colleges
were infected with the poisonous stuff which a section of the
Bengal and Bombay Press had been too long allowed to circulate.
There was fortunately there a strong man to deal with it, a man
who knew the people of the Province well.

In the north of India, despite occasional trouble given by
people on whose religious feelings mischievous statements had
been working, there was practically nothing of what we ordinarily
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TO return to the unrest, we must not allow ourselves to
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know as sedition. The people there are not likely to be led by
Press writers n Bombay and Calcutta. They require to be care-
fully guarded rather agamst irritation and discontent amsing
from misunderstanding and misrepresentation of the action of
the Government in particular measures, than against any foolish
aim to supplant British rule in favour of some vague dream with
which they have no sympathy They understand the officers who
go m and out among them, and are amenable to kindly advice

A fine Indian gentleman once told me how one of his boys
went all wrong at a local college, and began to air senti-
ments which he could not bear to hear, and to take in the
“Amrta Bazar Patrika” and other papers even more un-
wholesome He determined to send him to Allahabad. The
lad came back withm a short time quite cured The strong air
of Allahabad had restored s mind and dispelled the poison
* He found,” said his father, “ that the people laughed at what
he had begun to beheve to be manly and patriotic.”

In estimating the hmitations of unrest, I must speak mamly
of the part of India that I know best, that 1s, of Bengal.
The first Imitation les m the fact that India 1s an agricul-
tural country It 1s clear therefore that while the economic
changes to which I have refeired have undoubtedly pressed
hard on certamn sections of the community, they have been
fraught with benefit to the great bulk of the population. The
high prices of gran have been greatly to the advantage of the
cultivating classes, which form the vast majority of the people ;
and they have brought with them a higher standard of Living,
greater comfort and much prosperity, as any one who has moved
about among the people will be able to testify Similarly, the
trouble that has fallen on some of the industrial classes is due
to a reduction 1n price on wearing apparel and certain other
necessaries of life, which has benefited the people generally.
This consideration leads naturally to the conclusion that,
while there 1s unrest among certain sections of the community,
the great mass are unaffected by 1t, and are as loyal as ever

The mass of the people are naturally loyal to the de Jacto
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government. They are averse to change; and if we do justly
and do not seck to tax them too heavily, they cheerfully accept
our rule. It often seems as though they were especially
loyal to the British Government. They appear generally to
regard it as move in accordance with the fitness of things that
the supreme Government should be in the hands of a power
easily distinguished from themselves, less known to them than
their own people, and not subject to the same impulses and
moods. However that may be, there is no doubt about this,
that the people have a great belief in the impartiality and justice
of the British Government and a very loyal personal devotion
to the officers who come among them, except where there
is some serious defect of character in any individual officer
which tends to make him unpopular.

While the loyalty of the great mass of the community in
every Province may be, as I think, still accepted as a fact,
there is always this at the same time to be borne in mind,
that the people are generally ignorant, superstitious, and
excitable. A baseless rumour, a mischievous misrepresenta-
tion, or a suggestion of interference with what they hold
dearest, may create a panic which may develop into very
serious mischief. This does not, however, alter the fact referred
to above, that the economic causes of unrest affect only a very
small portion of the community.

As to the unrest amongst the educated classes, it is necessary
to look at the facts and not to be misled by vague Impressions
or disproportionate clamour. I have already indicated that I
consider it necessary to pay full attention to the reasonable
claims of the educated classes; but it is at least equally
necessary to bear in mind how small a proportion of the com-
munity are educated at all, and that the educated classes are not
all affected with unrest. Bengal is often spoken of as a Provinece
in which a fairly high standard of education has been reached
by a large proportion of the population. Education is com-
paratively widespread in Bengal, though in my opinion the
teaching in most of its educational institutions is undoubtedly
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less efficient than in some other Provinces This 1s a matter
which 1s engaging the earnest attention of Government, of the
educational authorities, and of the best leaders of thought
among the people themselves, and its importance cannot
be overrated. It is not necessary, however, to dwell on 1t here.
What 1s to be ponted out hete 1s, that, even i Bengal where
education 1s comparatively widespread, 1t 1s only a very small
proportion of the people that can be regarded as educated.

Statistics are not all important and do not always convey an
accurate impression , but a few figuies on this point may tend
to cortect an erroneous impression. When we hear of the
educated classes as being animated with such and such a feeling,
or as desiring such and such a measure, those who think of the
matter in the light of conditions prevailing in this country are
very apt to believe that practically the whole population of
India share this feeling o1 demand this measure. This 1s very
far from being the case. The census figures of 1901 for the
most advanced division of Bengal show as ““literate” a total
i the Presidency Division of 15 64 per cent of males, and
1 52 of females, or 8 9 of both classes, while for the Bardwan
Division the percentages are 18 82, ‘82 and 9 8 respectively.
For the whole of Bengal the percentages of *literates’’ are
11 06 for males, 57 for females, and 577 for both classes Let
1t be borne i mind that to be mncluded under the term
“ hiterate ” in the census figuies requires no more than to be
able to read and write. The term includes any one who 1s able
to sign his name mn any particular language. Education 1s not
very widespread, when under this definition the highest pro-
portion of * literate ”” males i any District 1s 20 per cent

The last Quinquennial Report on education 1n Bengal throws
further Light on these figures. It shows that the percentage
of school-gomng children among those of a school-going age 1s
somewhat higher than the peicentage of “ Literates” among
the whole population. This 1s partly due to the steady though
slow progress of education, but also to the fact that some who
have acquired in early youth a small amount of education



294 INDIAN UNREST:

lose it from disuse in later years. At the same time the Report
shows how small a proportion of the children in the primary
schools go on to higher education. In the primary schools of
Bengal the figures show 278 boys and 81 girls, per cent
of population of school-going age, as under public instruction.
But while there were 1,027,377 pupils in primary schools there
were only 156,958 in secondary schools, and 7253 in the arts
and professional colleges combined. These figures indicate
how far we are from being able to say that education is really
widespread in Bengal.

Something has been done during the last fifty years; but
the task before the Government is still enormous and demands
its utmost efforts, supported by the earnest co-operation of
all who have the welfare of the country at heart. TFor the
present purpose I quote these figures to show how necessary it is
carefully to guard against the mistake of regarding the in-
terests of the educated classes as necessarily identical with
those of the vast communities committed to our charge, or the
demands of the former as necessarily expressing the require-
ments of the latter. Asa fact, the educated classes are, to a large
extent, to be found gathered together in the cities ; and they
are, generally speaking, altogether out of touch with the great
mass of the community. They can make themselves heard ;
but they cannot safely be accepted as giving voice to the
feelings of the people generally.

Again it must be borne in mind that it is not all the educated
classes that are affected by unrest. Small as the educated classes
are, we have still to make a very considerable reduction from
their number for those who are in no way affected by the unrest
which, perhaps, characterises the majority. There are many
well-educated = chiefs, noblemen, bankers, merchants, and
officials, and not a few highly educated professional gentlemen,
who have no sympathy whatever with the unrest of which we
have recently heard so much. Indeed, they think and speak
of it with a greater intolerance than will be found among Euro-
peans or among what are called the ruling classes. The stake that
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they have in the country, and their intelligent grasp of the real
facts of the situation, combined with their lack of personal ambi-
tion in regard to offices under the Crown, separate them in interest
altogether from agitation. They have not, until quite recently,
considered it necessary to make themselves heard on this
matter ; for their Oriental sentiment has led them to leave
it entirely to be dealt with by the Government. But now that
unrest has begun to be associated too much with sedition,
anarchy, and crime, their attitude has very greatly changed ;
and it may be hoped that the worst features of the unrest will
pass away under the influence of repression by the Government
and the loyal co-operation of the more moderate men amongst
our Indian fellow-subjects.

Intellectual unrest in India is undoubtedly to be expected.
We have ourselves sought to bring before the people our
Western civilisation, our industrial methods, our education,
and even our political ideas. We have sought to awaken the
intellectual powers of the people; and at the same time we
have aimed at securing their assistance in bearing the burden
of public administration which becomes ever heavier and
heavier. We are bound to expect that there will be an awaken-
ing from the sleep of centuries, that political thought and am-
bition, desire after progress and reform, a sense of national life
and energy, will be awakened in the minds of the peoples of
India. This change is taking place among all the non-Christian
nations with which the West has been brought into contact ;
and it would be a strange thing, and scarcely creditable, if it did
not take place among the nations of India, with which we have
been brought into very intimate and close connection. These
nations are demanding, and they are acquiring, our education,
our industrial methods, and our civilisation. These we could
not withhold if we would, and we certainly would not if we
could. If we can at the same time imbue them with the ethical
principles of our religion, we need not fear the consequences.

I have said enough to show that the unrest to which attention
has been so much drawn of late is distinctly limited in its area
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and scope ; and it is necessary for us to bear this well in mind,
not only that we may not be unduly despondent regarding the
future, but also that we may realise that the measures to be
taken in view of this unrest ought not to be such as will meet
the demands which are clamorously made, without due regard
to the very often conflicting interests of the vast, though more
silent, multitudes under our care. The demand for employ-
ment in the administration of the State made by the educated
classes is one which is distinctly reasonable and entirely in
accordance with principles with which we have ourselves im-
bued these classes and which cannot righteously be neglected.
At the same time we have to bear in mind that, in giving to
the Indians, that is to the educated classes of Indians, a share
in the Government of the country, we must consider not the
interests of the educated classes alone, but the interests of the
whole community. In other words, we must see to it that in
accordance with the language of Queen Victoria’s proclamation
those only are appointed to office who may be qualified by
their education, ability, and integrity duly to discharge >’ the
duties of that office. '

Here I desire to emphasise the distinction to be drawn
between appointment to Executive office and appointment to a
local body, or a Legislative Council. In the latter case, what is
ordinarily wanted is a man to represent a particular class or
interest, and to press, within reasonable limits, the interests of the
section of the community which he represents. Therefore, a man
may reasonably and very properly be appointed to a local body
or a Legislative Council because he is a Hindu, or a Muham-
madan, or a landowner, or a banker. He will represent the
interest of that section of the community ; and that is what
is desired. It is the very opposite with a man who is to be
appointed to responsible Executive office. He is not qualified
merely because he represents a particular interest. That fact
may, indeed, be a serious disqualification. What is required
of him is capacity to rule justly, the power of considering all
interests and balancing one against another, a training in im-
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partiality and in administration He ought not to be appointed
because he 1s a Hindu or a Muhammadan or a membel of a
particular class, but only because he has, as far as can be
ascertamed, proved himself fit for the office mn question

No man ought to be excluded from Executive office on
account of any racial or religious consideration, but on the
other hand, he ought not to be appointed to it on account of
any such consideration For example, 1t 1s a right thing to
put a man mto a Legislative Council because he 1s a Hindu ,
1t 1s not a right thing to put him into an Executive Council for
that reason In the former he 1s to represent an inteiest, in
the latter he 1s to hold a portfolio and administer a department
in the mterests of all The recent appomtment of the Hon
M: Smbha to the Viceroy’s Executive Council as Legal Member
has my heaity approval, not because Mr. Sinha 1s a Hindu, but
because he had proved himself in his past history to be fitted
for that high office I heard with gieat regret of his having
made up his mind to retire His successor 1s an old Behar
friend of mme He also 1s a barrister I believe him fit, and
therefore I am able to rejoice in the appomtment of my friend.
It 1s no disqualification that he 1s a Muhammadan, though I
hope that that 1s not the ground of his appointment The first
and almost the only considerations are education (or training),
ability, and integrity

I do not intend to dwell upon the sad features of the unrest,
which have tended to lead people to identify it with anarchy
and crime I believe that the anarchical consprracies, the exist-
ence of which has been discovered, are very limited i their
extent. Mischievous wire-pullers, some of whom are well known
to the police, though they cannot be brought before the courts,
have been able to exercise an mfluence over a imited number of
the young, which has led some of the latter to give their lives,
without reserve, to the practice of assassination Some of these
wire-pullers themselves are known to have the stramn of m-
sanity i thewr blood ; they are also sometimes stirred by
personal grievance and desire for revenge, as much as by any-
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thing approaching a patriotic motive, and the wretched lads
whom they have influenced are frequently found to be of un-
stable character, unsuccessful in their prosecution of education,
and liable to that form of moral weakness which makes in
India the half-brained and fanatical fakir or sanyasi.

Undoubtedly the soil has been prepared by an irresponsible
and ill-conditioned section of the Press; but the direct cause of
anarchy is education in political crime received abroad and
applied in India. Nothing will save the country from this, except
severe repression by the Government and cordial co-operation in
that repression on the part of the Indian community. Anarchy
is fraught with danger to the landlord, to the money-lender, even
to the teacher, against whom the spirit of lawlessness may in-
stigate a discontented tenant, client, or pupil to turn the hand
of crime; and the interests of the people and the safety of
society are involved as much as the interests of Government.
The evil is not yet widespread. There may be many more
deeds of violence. A score or two of even weedy youths, guided
by one or two able and unscrupulous men and determined to
devote their own lives to violence, may succeed in committing
a few deplorable crimes. Yet the evil may not be widespread
or deep-seated. I believe that it is not. I do not by any
means believe that we have seen the end of it ; but I do think
that the Government and the people combining together may
well prevail to eradicate the evil.

I think that I may well illustrate this point by briefly de-
scribing one of the last incidents of my life in India, to which
reference has already been made in a former chapter. On the
7th November, 1908, less than a month before I gave over
charge of the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and left
India for good, I was invited to preside at the Overtoun Hall
in Calcutta at a lecture to be delivered by Professor Burton, of
Chicago, on “ University education in the United States.”
The Overtoun Hall is a fine building, in charge of the Young
Men’s Christian Association (College Branch) in Calcutta. The
lecture was to be delivered to students and graduates of the
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Calcutta University My young friend the Maharajadhiraja
Bahadur of Bardwan, who 1s deeply interested m education
and 1 all good work, drove with me to the lecture We arnved
punctually at the appointed hour, to find that the lecturer,
whose cairriage had broken down on the way, had not yet
artived On the landing at the top of the stairs outside the
platform door of the hall, I was met by Mr. Barber, an American
gentleman, who 1s secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation. We stopped just mnside the door, while Mr. Barber n-
formed me that the lecturer had not arrived, and asked me
whether I would await him on the platform or in the waiting-
room Before I could reply, a student, who was seated in the
chair next the door on my right, clad in the white chaddar (or
shawl) often worn by Bengalis, stepped quietly past Mr Barber
and standing i front of me piesented his revolver at my breast

It happened that, at that time, I was engaged in filling up
vacancies 1 the Provincial Service of Bengal, and the thought
occurred to my mind that this might be a student who was
taking advantage of this opportunmty to press his claims to an
appomtment I did not notice the revolver Looking him n
the face, I asked him what he wanted At the same moment,
I heard the click of the falling trigger, which had been pulled
without effect, owing to causes afterwards ascertamed All
the other chambers of the revolver were loaded and exploded
readily when tried subsequently by the authorities. Mr. Barber,
who was standing on my right, with great presence of mind
seized-fhe hand of the assassin which contained the revolver.
The web of Mr Barber’s hand, between the thumb and mdex
finger, came under the trigger, and so prevented the next barrel
from exploding.

Simultaneously the Maharajadhiraja, who 1s a very stalwart
man and was standing behind me, suddenly threw one arm
round my neck and another round my arms and thus
pmioning me turned me round so that his own body came
between me and the would-be assassin At my request the
Maharajadhiraja released me; but meanwhile the student
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had been knocked down by his own fellow-students and others,
and Mr. Barber was in possession of the revolver, of which he
had not let go his hold. The young man was handed over to
the police and was subsequently tried and sentenced by the
High Court. The lecturer arrived very soon after the lad had
been handed over to the police. There were some who urged
that the lecture should be postponed or abandoned, but I knew
the audience better than that, and we ascended the platform.
The large audience of students and graduates accorded me a
most enthusiastic reception, and the lecture was delivered.
An hour later I passed with the Maharajadhiraja through the
streets on our way home. All the way home I was engaged in
acknowledging the cheers of the crowd who gathered under
every lamp-post to see us pass.

These are the facts. I think that they are very instructive.
The following points demand special attention. The miserable
young man, at the direct or indirect instigation of some one
who had obtained influence over him, but who remained con-
cealed, had undoubtedly determined to take my life, from no
personal enmity against me, but, as he pompously said, ““to
encourage Bengal by showing that even the Lieutenant-Governor
was vulnerable and mortal.” He had clearly also made up his
mind to sacrifice his own life in the attempt, for he had no
chance of escape. The police were powerless to prevent the
crime. There was no safety against such an attack, apart
from the protection of Divine Providence, which was uni-
versally recognised, unless the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal
had been ready to abdicate his functions and abstain from
meeting with the people, which is unthinkable. The accusation
of remissness made in some quarters against the police is un-
just and unwarrantable; and, on the contrary, it should be
remembered that the existence of these anarchical conspiracies
would not have been discovered but for the great improvement
in police administration effected during recent years.

The audience and the outside public were wholly out of sym-
pathy with the assassin and hailed my escape from peril with
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great enthusiasm Fimally, an Indian nobleman, the semor
Hindu nobleman of Bengal, animated by loyalty to our Sovereign
and devotion to his own friend, was willing to give his life to
save mme It has been a great pleasure to me that the devotion
of the Maharajah and the promptness and courage of Mz.
Barber were recognised by His Majesty King Edward VII, who
was graciously pleased to bestow on them distinguished marks of
favour, appomnting the Mahaiajah to be a Knmight Commander
of the Most Eminent Orde1 of the Indian Empire, and bestowing
on Mi Baiber the Kaisir-1-Hind medal of the first-class.

The mamn facts which I have just enumerated—namely,
that a young man of unbalanced mind, with no personal grudge
agamst me, was willing to give his ife in attempting to take
mine ; that a brave Indian gentleman was at the same moment
offering his life to save mine ; that the would-be assassin was
knocked down and arrested with the active assistance of some
of his own fellow-students, that the whole meeting was against
him, and that the people everywheie rejoiced mn my escape
without mjury—these facts are well worthy of special attention
They seem to me to 1illustrate the true state of things in regard
to recent unrest in Bengal, and, I believe, in India generally.
Anarchists and men inclined to such deeds of violence are very
few, but they are implacable, and ready to make any sacrifices
to achieve their objects The mass of the people are loyal, and
the loyalty of some of them 1s devoted and ready for any
sacrifice The people generally must not be condemned for
the crimes of the few, and officers of Government must take
care that these crimes are not allowed to prevent them from
free intercourse with the people, or to make their sympathy
and touch with them less real and effective. The incitement to,
or commission of, such crimes ought to be dealt with in the
sternest manner, and all measures of repression that are neces-
sary ought unhesitatingly to be adopted But at the same
time, a strong Government will not allow itself to be turned

aside from a righteous and large-hearted policy by such 1n-
cidents as these.



CHAPTER XXII
MEASURES OF REPRESSION AND REFORM

demands notice, that is the writings of a section of the

Indian Press. Several of those who have recently com-
mitted crimes of violence with a political object have mentioned
these writings as having incited them to these offences. There
was an excellent article published by the late editor of the
“Indian Nation * not long before his death. He was a Bengali
gentleman, highly esteemed among his own fellow-countr ymen,
of sound education, robust character, and self- sacrificing pat-
riotism. Though duly qualified as a barrister-at-law, he had
given up what would have been a most lucrative career to
devote himself to the instruction of youth.

In this article he pointed out that the Press is not in India
an indigenous institution, and that it has there developed
peculiarities of its own. A portion of the Press is conducted
by men of ability and character, who aim at maintaining the
best traditions of the English Press. But there is another
portion of the Press, he said, written in English or vernacular,
which seems “ only to keep itself going by things sensational.”
The most sensational thing in writing is piquant abuse. There-
fore the stock-in-trade of some journalists comes to be abuse
either of the Government or of -individuals. He characterised
these journalists as “ worthless, characterless men, unable to
turn an honest penny,” who think that a newspaper offers them
a livelihood and a certain status, and who do not hesitate to
indulge freely in falsehoods and to devote themselves to abuse.

“ It is these wretched pests of society,” he added, “ that are
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THERE is one cause of unrest in its worst forms that
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responsible for the present state of public feelings They pose
as authorities with the ill-educated > It 1s useless, 1n his view,
to hope that the law can wholly eradicate a curse of this kind -
there must be improvement 1n the tone of society itself. This
writer, however, was clearly of opmion that all that the law
can do to suppress such writings should be done, 1n the mterests
of the public and especially of youth

We found 1n Bengal that the criminal law as reasonably inter-
preted was adequate for dealing with the offender when he could
be distinctly indicated  Section 1244 of the Penal Code provides
for the pumishment of any person who by words, either spoken -
or written, or by signs o1 otherwise, brings or attempts to bring
mto hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite dis-
affection towards the Sovereign or the Government established
by law in British India  Section 1584 of the same Code similarly
provides for the punishment of any person who by such means
promotes or attempts to promote feelings of enmity or hatred
between different classes of His Majesty’s subjects. Besides
these, there 1s Section 505, dealing with persons who make or
crrculate statements, rumours or reports conducing to mutiny
in the Army or Navy, or to the commussion of offences by any
person  These provisions seemed to deal adequately with
seditious and mischievous writing, provided that responsibility
for the offence could be fixed, and that these provisions were
reasonably interpreted by the courts.

The fixing of responsibility was the principal difficulty. This
is a matter of great moment We had a number of prosecutions,
and they may at first sight be regarded as successful They
mvariably ended n convictions ; no sensational speeches were
delivered in the courts; and the cases attracted little or no
interest Further consideration, however, shows that 1t would
be a very great mistake for these reasons only to regard the
prosecutions as successful. They did not reach the persons really
responsible. This was due to a manifest defect i the law:
proprietors and editors of newspapers are not registered under
the law as 1t at present stands, and they are therefore able



304 MEASURES OF

to evade responsibility. It is only the printer or publisher
that is registered.

Any person may appear and declare himself printer or
publisher of a newspaper. He may be merely a compositor,
and have no interest in the paper at all. He gets a high salary
for the kind of man he is, to compensate him for any risks he
runs. In 1907, in the case of the notorious * Yugantar ”
newspaper, the seriously mischievous consequences of this
were exemplified. Convictions were obtained ; but they were
against uneducated compositors. Surely it might be enacted
that the person registered as printer shall be the actual printer,
and actually in possession of the press, the magistrate having
power to inquire into the truth of the allegations made. This
would prevent the law from being manifestly and ludicrously
ineffective in this respect.

Then again, as I have said, editors and proprietors of news-
papers are not registered at all. The first prosecution of an
editor that we undertook in Calcutta was successful ; but the
second was frustrated by the accused taking advantage of this
defect of the law. In that case, which the Government took
up against the “ Bande Mataram > paper, Arabinda Ghose,
whose name had been mentioned as editor in the paper itself,
and who was generally accepted as the editor, denied that he
occupied that position, and left a so-called printer, who was
nothing but an uneducated coolie, to bear the brunt of the
prosecution. Witnesses from among the Press establishment
came forward to give evidence that there was no editor, and
that contributors merely laid down their articles on the table
and left them to be taken up and printed.

The magistrate felt compelled to regard the evidence against
Arabinda Ghose as inconclusive. His judgment showed that he
had little doubt that Arabinda Ghose was the editor, but that the
prosecution, *“ contending against a policy of silence and suppres-
sion,” had failed to establish this legally to his satisfaction. In
disposing of the so-called printer’s appeal, two Judges of the
High Court said, “It is unfortunate that the person or persons
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really responsible for these seditious utterances remam un-
detected. . . It 1s evident that, if the law cannot reach the
more guilty persons, 1t should be, and we have httle doubt 1t
will be, amended > This defect of the law was at once brought
to the notice of the Government of India But 1t 1s not yet
amended

The difficulty has been met, for the present at least, by the
law giving power of confiscation of presses and suppression of
papers. But no Act should be allowed to remam n 1tself so
meffective as this law of 1egistration of 1867 has been proved
to be The Goveinment 1s responsible for taking the necessary
measures to prevent ignoiant people from being mecited to
crimes which must tend to convert wise and gracious govern-
ment mnto a series of acts of repiession which may mvolve, and
have mvolved bloodshed, loss of propeity, and serious injury
to mnnocent and 1irresponsible persons, not to speak of the
possibility of the temporary subversion of government alto-
gether 1n certain tracts. It 1s not severer measures agamst the
Press that are necessary the existing law 1s adequate in that
respect What 1s required is to fix responsibility on the right
persons.

It 1s most undesirable to make the law more strict than 1s
necessaiy, for it 1s very important to India to have the means
of ventilating grievances, exposing abuses, and giving expres-
ston to the opinions even of small sections of the community.
But 1t 15, on the other hand, as experience has now fully
shown, absolutely essential to restrain the lhicentious section of
the Press from the dissemination of such hteratwe as has
poisoned the minds of not a few, and biought about a state
of things which tends to separate the officers of Government
from the people, and make effective adminmistration hardly
possible The best way to do this is not by devising exceptional
procedure, but by making men realise their responsibility
under the ordmnary law The men really responsible should
have their responsibility fixed ; and the lesson of responsibility

should be taught in a way that will make it clear to everybody.
X
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I am clearly of opinion that wise statesmanship demands in
India at the present tin;e, and indeed always, a firm and con-
sistent policy. The experience of the last few years seems
specially to demand firmness in the suppression of incite-
ments to race-feeling and sedition. It is true that undue
severity and repression are never necessary or desirable.
Measures of undue severity are not the mark of calm and
plucky statesmanship, they are rather the sign of panic and
unwisdom. What the true statesman will aim at is the least
amount of severity and repression which will adequately meet
the case. There can be no doubt whatever of the full importance
of putting an end to the anarchy and crime of violence which are
an incalculable evil in the administration of the country, and
tend to a deplorable state of feeling, not only between the people
and the Government, but between different races and classes,
For the preservation of society and the efficiency of Government.
it is incumbent to take whatever steps may be necessary
for their repression; and in doing this the Government
will undoubtedly have the support of all well-disposed
and reasonable persons, even though some of these may, from
causes not difficult to surmise, not give their support in a
very active or public manner. But on the other hand, the
Government must approach this task with a sense of grave
responsibility, and must make up its mind to limit its repressive
measures to what the case clearly and undoubtedly requires.

While holding that more severe measures than are required
should not be adopted, I am at the same time most strongly
of opinion that anything like want of firmness in carrying out
the measures decided on, or anything like want of continuity
of policy in respect of repression, is most unwise and deplorable.
I do not profess to be now behind the scenes in regard to the
administration of India; but there are two things which have
struck me recently as seeming to indicate a tendency to dan-
gerous weakness in this respect. One of these was the sudden
release of all the men who were deported in the cold weather
of 1908 and 1909.
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There was 1n my mind no doubt of the wisdom of
deporting certamn persons, in regard to whom there was
good reason to behieve that they were a source of great
mischief m the commumty, and that they were largely re-
sponsible for the muserable outrages which have cast a stain
on the Indian people, without in any way advancing therr
mnterests I have no intention of discussing the propriety of
the order of the deportation in each individual case. I accept
all the responsibility that a Local Government can have
regarding the measure of deportation itself, though I cannot
now say whether 1n every case the order was an accurate one.
That 1s a matter for which my successor must share the re-
sponsibility with the Government of India and the Secretary
of State. I say this, not because I desire to indicate any doubt
mn any of the cases, but because no one has a right to assume
responsibility in such a matter who 1s not at the time that 1t
occurs the responsible adviser o1 officer of the Government

The power of deportation 1s a special one Whlch 1s entrusted
to the Government for the preservatlon of peace ‘and order by
the country, which 1ehles on”the Government using the power
with discretion when necessary The very use of the power
indicates that the grounds on which 1t 1s used 1n any particular
case are of a strictly confidential nature It 1s essential not only
that the Local Government should be thoroughly satisfied in
each particular case, but also that 1t should be able to place
the case before the Government of India 1n a way that will
thoroughly satisfy that Government also, and will enable the
Secretary of State to inform the House of Commons that he,
as a responsible officer of the Crown, has been fully persuaded
of the necessity for the order When a case 1s thus complete,
and not otherwse, the order of deportation may be passed under
circumstances which demand 1t; and an order of deportation
so passed should not be rescinded until the state of things m
the country clearly indicates that the necessity has passed away.

When certain proposals for deportation were submitted to
the Government of India, before I left the country, I was
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strongly of opinion that, while these proposals were rendered
necessary by the circumstances of the case, they should not be
accepted unless it was distinetly determined that the deportation
should last for some considerable time. The object of deportation
is to remove a man from the scene of his mischievous activities,
and to obviate his influence for evil. At first there is some
feeling of sympathy for him on the part especially of foolish,
misguided, or irresponsible persons; but that passes away ;
and if he is kept out of mischief for some time it may be hoped
that he will return, shorn of his influence for evil, to a state of
things where he may be safely trusted to do no harm. But
it he is away only for a short time, and if he returns under
circumstances which give clearly the impression that a con-
cession in his favour has been wrung from the Government,
either by him or by others on his behalf, the result is only
unfortunate. He comes back to pose as a martyr and as a
successful worker in the evil cause which he has adopted as his
own. He comes back with greater bitterness on his own part
and with enhanced influence among those whom he desires to
lead. Deportation is a good weapon only if it is used under
circumstances of clear necessity and with a firm and unfaltering
decision.

Another instance which seemed to me to indicate a re-
grettable want of sense of the necessity for continuity in policy,
is the temporary character given to the legislation against
seditious meetings. The necessity for that legislation was
clearly established. The measures adopted were certainly
reasonable and not more than the circumstances required.
These circumstances had not changed. What could show more
clearly that the legislation was still required than the discussion
which took place in August, 1910 ? Yet it was proposed
to continue the Act only up to March, 1911, a matter of about
cight months. It was indeed hoped that this extremely mild
proposal to continue this legislation for so short a period, so as
to allow the measure to come up before the Government of the
new Viceroy would be accepted without discussion. It was not
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so accepted ; speeches were made by certan members of the
Couneil which represented the state of things n India as so
altered m character as to show that such a measure was no
longer requned These speeches led to statements by the
responsible members of the Goveinment of India which clearly
mdicated the absolute necessity for continuing repression

Theie are those who believe that the state of things m
India 1s as bad as ever 1t was, 1f not worse I am not myself of
that opmion. With my knowledge of what occuired while I
was still 1n India I am of opinion that the crimes which are
now being brought to light, and the arrests which ale now being
made, are merely the result of the continued activity of the
police m respect of matters of which they had more o1 less
information and evidence at the time when the Seditious
Meetings Act of 1907 was passed mto law But of this there
can be no doubt, after what has been said by the responsible
membeis of the Government of India, that the state of things at
present 1s not such as to justify the removal of the restrictions on
seditious meetings which were then considered necessary. It
1s therefore, m my opinion, distinctly unfortunate that dis-
cussion of this question should agamn and agamn be renewed,
and that there should appear to be any want of determination
to keep this measure m force as long as there 1s any necessity for
it whatsoever.

The condition of things i India has undoubtedly changed
for the better. There 1s the fullest evidence of 1t in the Press
and in private letters from men of all classes n India It may
be attributed, as one of my Hindu correspondents says, to the
“ gracious measures of reform,” or as another Hindu says, to
the “ vigorous prosecution of seditious persons »” Tt 1s also
attributable to a revulsion of feeling caused by the outburst
of outrage and crime which has recently characterised the
operations of the extremmst section of Indian politicians Murder
and dacoity, even when political, are not yet popular n Ind:a.
And many who were indifferent, or sittng on the fence, have
1n view of recent events stepped down with vigorous intention
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on the right side. For myself, I think that the principal cause
of the diminution of political crime is the repressive legislation.

Local Governments were greatly handicapped in their
action against sedition and anarchy by the utterly ineffec-
tive weapons of repression which they possessed. It took
a great deal of pressure from below, and a great deal of sad
experience and anxious consideration to induce the Govern-
ment of India to pass adequate measures. The necessity for
the Indian Explosive Substances Act and Summary Justice
Act of 1908, and the Press Acts of 1908 and 1910, was clearly
established. There is no doubt that the credit for the subsidence
of crime and lawlessness is due mainly, if not exclusively, to
the operation of these Acts. These Acts gave both precision
and promptness to the courts in dealing with the offences to
which they refer. Both the uncertainty and the delay which
had characterised the action of the courts had been deplorable.
And I am bound to say that the administration of justice in
India demands that measures should be taken to enable the
courts to deal more promptly with criminal work. The delays
that are at present allowed to occur are often scandalous.

To return to the Acts, I do not mean that the improved
feeling in India is due mainly to them, but merely the diminu-
tion in crime and lawlessness. The reforms do not touch or
influence those who are given to murder and political dacoity.
Murders are still attempted and dacoities committed. But those
who are connected with these crimes run now a far greater risk
of being brought to justice; and the incitement to these crimes
is, to a large extent, prevented by this repressive legislation.

It must not be supposed that the minds and sentiments of
anarchists and political criminals have in any way altered.
They never directed their violence against particularly un-
popular officers : the instructions were distinctly to aim rather
at the more popular and influential officers; for the object was
to render government difficult by preventing friendly relations
between the officers of Government and the people. Therefore
there should be no change of policy. India is ““ as quiet as gun-
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powder ?, but mischievous and wrresponsible persons should
not be allowed agam to scatter sparks. At the same time, there
can be no doubt that, so far as the 1esults aie up to the present
apparent, the measures of refoim adopted by the Government
of India, with the sanction of the Secretary of State, have been
of great benefit.

I am proud of the Government of India, mn that 1t has
been able to persevere with its wise and liberal measures
of reform, m spite of the existence of anarchy and of the
anxiety and woik mnvolved n dealing with 1t. I always
urged that Government should persevere; and the reforms
have given satisfaction to thoughtful and moderate men
throughout India, and have so far been fully justified by their
successful working.

In a sense 1t 1s a mistake to talk of this policy as having been
initiated either by Lord Minto or Lord Morley 1 do not pro-
pose to touch the unfortunate controversy as to whether the
Viceroy or the Secretary of State 1s primarly responsible for the
precise character and shape of the reforms. But I think that
1t is not accurate to speak of the policy of these reforms as
having been initiated by either The policy 1s old The reforms
constitute a step forward—an 1mportant step—in a policy which
has been 1 operation for many decades. They go further than
the Government had ever gone before , but that is of the nature
of all progress. A new policy might have been dangerous : it
might have been unwise

It was experience which justified men in believing that this
advance was wise and safe. The step that has been taken 1s a
great step; 1t alters the position of things m India in some
mmportant respects; 1t will make it more difficult i some
respects, but more simple in others, to deal with Indian ques-
tions. I behieve that, under the altered conditions, the dignity
and mterest of the work of administration in India will remain ;
it will be as worthy of the best men as ever, and 1f the old
prmeiples of rectitude, firmness, and sympathy prevail, it will
be as full of hope and of reward.
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THE <“PARTITION OF BENGAL”

not exclusively, to the partition. I am decidedly of

opinion that this is a mistake. The records of the Govern-
ment of India will show that the Local Governments of more
Provinces than one had drawn the attention of several successive
Viceroys to existing unrest. In Bengal there had been for years
a conspiracy for the promotion of sedition and anarchy, of which
documentary evidence came into the hands of the police. We
found that lads had been under training in the manufacture
and employment of explosives for years, and that the worst
crimes had been planned long before partition was heard of.
The agitation against partition was mainly due to causes which
can easily be pointed out, and the comparative success of that
agitation was really an indication or symptom of the existing
spirit of unrest of which the partition was certainly neither the
origin nor the cause. I do not think that it is necessary or
desirable to revive this controversy; but I do think that the
whole story of the agitation against the partition is illustrative
of certain features of Indian life and work which it is worth
while to mark and to remember.

In the first place, let us see what was the object of the * par-
tition,” as it is called. It may, perhaps, be better styled the
“ modification of the boundaries of the Province of Bengal.”
It consisted of three different parts. Two of these have little
or no connection with the agitation against partition. The first
part was the constitution of a large Uriya Division by the addi-
tion to the existing Orissa Division in Bengal of the District of
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SOME have attributed recent unrest in Bengal mainly, if
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Sambalpur and five Feudatory States from the Central Pro-
vinces

This 1s a measure of great importance, though 1t attracted
but httle attention Sambalpur and these five Feudatory
States had been connected with the Central Provinces from
the formation of that Province half a century ago The
Feudatory States were governed by their own chiefs unde: the
general supervision, m more recent years, of the political agent
for the Chhattisgarh Feudatories The Sambalpur District
was under a Deputy Commussioner, who was subordinate to
the Commuissioner of the Chhattisgarh Division, with his head-
quarters at Raipur. The language of that District 1s Uriya, and
and 1t was the only Uriya District in the Central Provinces.
The difficulty of administering 1t properly was immense Any
officer transfeired to that District from any other part of the
Central Provinces had to acquire the Uriya language The
Police, Revenue, and other departments had to be manned
either by men belonging to the District itself, or by Uriyas im-
ported from the Bengal Orissa Division, or by men unacquainted
with the language and traditions of the Uriya people.

This 1 1itself was manifestly an evil The District did not
produce 1ts own staff of all grades; the men brought from
Bengal were generally very inferior in capacity or character, or
they would not have moved from home for anything that
Sambalpur could offer, and the men of other races regarded
Sambalpur as a penal settlement, being altogether out of touch
and out of sympathy with 1ts people Worse than that was
the fact that it was almost impossible to transfer men from
Sambalpur to any other part of the Province. The separate
services had therefore a tendency to become exceedingly lax in
their work and 1n their morals.

The evil was so great that one of the Chief Commissioners of
the Central Provinces obtained the sanction of the Government
of India to make Hind: the court language of Sambalpur, as 1t
was the court language of the rest of Chhattisgarh A begmning
was made in teaching Hind: as the District vernacular m the



314 THE “PARTITION OF BENGAL”

village schools. The Revenue and Police records were kept in
Hindi; and the work of the courts was done in that language.
Immediately after these orders were given effect to, showers of
petitions came in protesting against the practical abolition
of the true language of the people; and soon after this I had,
in the course of my first tour as Chief Commissioner, to visit
the Sambalpur District. I found the state of things exceedingly
distressing; and it seems to me that this experience was a
valuable lesson in the importance of working among the people
in their own vernacular.

I found cases of men who had been summoned to court forty
or fifty miles. They could not themsclves read the summons,
nor could they find any one in their village to read it. They
were told by the officer that brought it that it necessitated
their appearance at the court. Fearful of the consequences
of absenting themselves, they went to the court and there
inquired what it was that was wanted. Then they had to
apply for an adjournment to enable them to bring up their
papers or their evidence; and they had to take their weary
journey back again—perhaps fifty miles on foot or in a country
cart—to obtain these.

Or again, a man went up to the police station and laid in-
formation before the police regarding some offence which it
was his duty to report. This, which he gave in Uriya, was taken
down in Hindi and read over to him in that language. He was
called on to sign it, without being able to read it for himself
or understand it when it was read to him. Or again, in regard
to that which interests the people most, the Patwari (or Village
Accountant) kept the village records in Hindi. The cultivator
or tenant went to look at the entry, or received the Parcha (or
paper containing details of his holding), and found it in Hindi,
which neither he nor any of his friends could read ; and it was
of little or no value to him. Again, his children were beginning
to learn to read Hindi; but they could not read anything to
him of all that he had been accustomed to regard as of sacred
or pleasant association. He could not afford to teach them



THE “PARTITION OF BENGAL” 315

two languages, and his own beloved vernacular—and Unya 1s
a very pleasant language to hear or to see mn writing—was lost
to him No wonder that the people were grievously stired

An attempt was made by some officers to produce th: imm-
pression that after all Hind1 was fairly well understood by the
people geneially Fortunately, however, we had very clear
proof that this was not the case At that very time prepara-
tions were being made for a census, and the Census Commis-
sioner found that he could not get men to do the woik in Hinda,
although theie was a great rush for employment on census
work at the liberal terms offered by the Government. He had
of necessity to get almost the whole of the work done in the
Uriya language and then translate it for abstracting mto Hindi.

Finding things in this condition, I obtaned the sanction of
the Government of India to restore the Urniya language to the
District, and at that time I urged that the tiue remedy for
the difficulties of administering the District was to hand it
over to the neighbouring Division of Ormssa in the Bengal
Province Some time after this, I had agamn to visit the Sam-
balpur District, and 1t was a most touching thing to see how
the people turned out, at every wvillage through which I passed
with my camp, and at every ralway station where my train
halted, to return thanks for the restoration of their language.
One of the striking features of the case was that the priests of
all the temples everywhere, who rarely if ever come to take
part i any public function, were found in the forefront of these
crowds, singing some of their sacred songs and pronouncing
upon me their blessings

When I reached the head-quarters, I was met mn the usual
way by the Deputy Commussioner, who was an Indian, and
the European and Indian officers and members of the local
bodies, and had a formal reception from them The Deputy
Commussioner warned me that about half a mile farther on, on
the outskirts of the town, I should meet a large crowd who
desired- specially to return thanks for the restoration of their
vernacviar. When I came to this crowd I stopped my carriage.
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I was received with enthusiasm, which arose to a degree which I
could not approve. 1 had great difficulty in restraining the
people, who came with sacred fire and offerings, from paying
me something of the nature of divine worship. I explained to
them why I could not receive this, but that I greatly appreciated
and sympathised with their sentiments of joy in that the
Government of India had fully considered and rightly dealt
with their case; and so we parted.

During the years that I was in the Central Provinces, the
enthusiasm of these people lasted, and when the Sambalpur
District was added to Bengal, at the time of the partition,
and I visited it as Lieutenant-Governor of the latter Province,
I found that that enthusiasm had not abated. We cannot
too highly estimate the regard that the people have for their
own language and their own traditions, and the enormous
advantage that is to be derived from going about among them
and knowing them intimately. The correct solution of the
language difficulty was found in adding Sambalpur to the
Orissa Division of Bengal. This was not because the people
objected to be a part of the Central Provinces: if anything,
they much preferred the Central Provinces Government to that
of Bengal. But they could not tolerate the loss of their mother
tongue; and as they could not retain it and remain part of the
Central Provinces, they much preferred to go over to Bengal.

The second part of the partition scheme which may be
briefly noticed was the transfer to Bengal of the five Uriya
Feudatory States above referred to, and the transfer from
Bengal to the Central Provinces of five Hindi States, on the
other side of the Province. This measure was dictated by
something of the same feeling as led to the transfer of the
Sambalpur District to the Orissa Division. By being trans-
ferred to Bengal, the five Uriya Feudatory states were brought
into association with the adjoining Uriya States of Bengal, a
change which greatly improved the chances of their efficient
administration. On the other hand, the five Hindi States were
added to adjacent Hindi States in the Central Provinces, the
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result being that the political agent of Chhattisgarh had under
his control a compact body of Feudatory States, the official
language of all of which was Hindi.

A very interesting incident occurred in regard to the transfer -
of the five Uriya States to Bengal. The chiefs of these States
had known me as the Chief Commissioner of the Central Pro-
vinces. They came to me as a friend and presented to me a
petition in which they stated that they had three objections to
the proposed transfer to Bengal. The first was that their
powers and status as Feudatory chiefs were higher than those
of the Feudatory States of Bengal, and that they feared that
they might be reduced to the same level. The second was that
Orissa had twice been under the charge of an Indian officer as
Commissioner, and that it was the only Division in Bengal of
which, up to that time, an Indian officer had been Commissioner.
They strongly urged that they preferred very much to be under
the supervision and control of a European officer. The third
reason was that they had had for years in Chhattisgarh a
Political Agent, who had been their kindly adviser, and had
often assisted them in difficulty and saved them from trouble
with their people or with the Government. They looked upon .
him as their friend. There was no such officer in Bengal, and
they would prefer therefore to remain as they were.

It was easy for me to assure them that, as to their first diffi-
culty, their powers and privileges and status would be clearly
and fully defined and recorded, and that no diminution in any
of them would occur ; that there was a European Commissioner
in Orissa now, and that there was neither more nor less chance of
an Indian Commissioner being appointed there in future than
in Chhattisgarh. I also assured them that I would ask the
Government of India to give me a Political Agent for the Orissa
Feudatories. This promise I kept, to the great satisfaction
of all the chiefs of that large Agency, and to the great ad-
vantage of the administration of the States in smoothness and
efficiency. It is interesting and important to observe the desire
of these chiefs to be under European supervision and control,
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and the personal regard and attachment that they had for their
European Political Agent

As I have said, neither of these items of the partition scheme
was 1 any way connected with the unrest I pass now to the
partition as 1t affected the Bengali portion of the Bengal
Province I regaid the adjustment of the boundaries between
the old Provinces of Bengal and Assam as a wise and states-
manlike measure. It was passed after the fullest consideration,
after public and private discussion with representatives of all
the interests concerned, and from no other motive than the
real and permanent benefit of the people of the two Provinces
I have never known any administrative step taken after fuller
discussion and more careful consideration It 1s not accurate to
describe the change as “ the partition of Bengal,” masmuch as
there had already, many years before, been handed over to the
Assam Province one or two of the Distiicts of Eastern Bengal
Eastern Bengal 1s a tract well known i the history of the
Province, and of that tract part already belonged to the Assam
Province The transfer of the rest of 1t to that Piovince
was, 1 my opuuon, exceedingly desirable, 1f not absolutely
necessary

In Bengal, as 1t was constituted before the partition, there
was an area of nearly two hundred thousand square miles, with
seventy-eight and a half milhons of people. It had been
growing mncreasingly difficult, until 1t had become practically
mmpossible, to conduct efficiently the administration of this
great Province. It was not a matter only of the burden of
work laid on the Lieutenant-Governor, but rather the im-
possibility of efficient working of the various departments
of the Government. No head of a department was able effi-
ciently to deal with the great charge committed to hm The
result of this was that many of the Districts of Eastern
Bengal had been practically neglected. There were many
reasons which led the ordinary head of a department, when he
found that he could not overtake efficiently s whole charge,
to give to Orissa and Western Bengal such time as he had at
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his disposal; and the Districts of Eastern Bengal suffered
most from the undue pressure of work.

On the other hand, the neighbouring Province of Assam was
too small for efficient administration. It wasimpossible to have
an adequate body of officers permanently settled in the Province,
and the consequence was, that discipline was weak, and the
officers did not take that interest in their work which an officer
ordinarily does in the work of his own Province. I fully concur
in the statement made by the Government of India that ‘ the
evils which these proposals seek to cure, the congestion of work
in Bengal and the arrested development of Assam, are of the
gravest kind; and every branch of the administration in these
important Provinces suffers from them in an increasing degree.”
It is gratifying to find that over a year ago the local officers and
the Government of India were able to point to vastly improved
administration of the transferred Districts, and that many of
the people of these Districts who formerly opposed the par-
tition now give it their hearty approval.

'The opposition to the transfer was mainly engineered from
Calcutta, and a consideration of the character and methods of
that opposition cannot fail to be in some measure both interest-
ing and instructive. There were undoubtedly many Bengalis
who were at first honestly opposed to the partition of Bengal,
and with whose views one could not but feel full sympathy.
Their objections were patiently heard and fully considered.
In most cases they were entirely removed. Among these
objections were such as the following.

Some thought that when the Districts of Eastern Bengal were
transferred to the Province of Assam, they would cease to be
under the jurisdiction of the High Court of Calcutta, and would
come under that of a Judicial Commissioner such as had existed
in the Central Provinces when that Province was small and some-
what remote. They had been taught to regard the High Court,
a certain proportion of whose Judges come from home, as a
security of their liberty, and of their civil rights. The strength
of this feeling was great. It influenced men of the highest intelli-
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gence 1n all walks of ife It was a great relief when the Govern-
ment of India gave the fullest assurance which a Government can
give, that the juuisdiction of the Calecutta High Court would
remain as long as possible, and that if in the future 1t should
ever become necessary to give the new Province a separate
Supreme Court of its own, that court would be a High Court
and not a Chief Court

A sumilai objection was the fear that the Boaid of Revenue
in Bengal would be abolished so far as the transferred Districts
were concerned, and that they would be left in revenue matters
to a final appeal either to the Head of the Province or to a
Fmancial Commissioner The Government of India met them
on this ground also and gave a Board of Revenue to the new
Province

A third objection was that they would have to go with
their appeals to the remote and comparatively inaccessible
hill station of Shillong, which was the sole head-quarters of the
Assam Chief Commussioner. They were 1eassured on this
pont also; for they weie to have a Lieutenant-Governor in
the new Province, and his head-quarters were to be at Dacca,
the historic capital of Eastern Bengal.

I well remember how, when I summoned a conference of all
who felt that they were in any way interested n this matter,
many attended who raised these objections. On finding that
these difficulties were removed, they generally expressed their
satisfaction The result, however, was that some of the native
papers urged the people not to attend these conferences at
Belvedere, on the ground that i domg so they sumply
¢ showed their hand,” and enabled us to meet their objections
without giving up the project of partition

The fact was that the opposition of these particular papers to
the partition was due to motives and reasons altogether different
from such as I have indicated. It 1s worth while looking at the
character of thewr opposition. The character of the permanent
opposttion to the partition may be judged from the fact that
those who publicly expressed their approval of the partition
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were often pilloried in the Press and boycotted so that they
were practically ruined.

I recall the case of a member of my own Council, who
was a native of one of the Districts of Eastern Bengal
which had long belonged to the Assam Province, and who
represented, as a High Court practitioner, one of the Bengal
constituencies sending up a member for nomination to the
Bengal Council. He prepared a confidential memorandum for
me, setting forth the advantages of the partition as they
appeared to him, and to those who thought with him. Un-
fortunately, when the papers were published by the Government
of India, that memorandum was published with them. He
was immediately boycotted by the majority of the Bengali Bar ;
and his practice before the High Court fell to about one-third
of what it had originally been, that one-third being mainly sup-
plied by others than Bengalees. He had been a respected and
successful practitioner; but, so far as these members of the
Bengali Bar could, they deliberately ruined him, because he
had differed from them in opinion on this question of the ‘
partition. It is easy to understand how difficult it was, in
such circumstances, to induce men to speak out their views on
this question.

There is no doubt that there were some, among the pro-
fessional classes especially, but also among the non-resident
. Zamindars belonging to the transferred Districts, who did not
like the separation from Calcutta ; but even their feeling on the
subject, which was certainly not wholly unselfish, was not very
strong, until they were stirred from Calcutta into vehement
opposition. Among the common people generally there was
absolute, complete and universal indifference, until agitators
coming from Calcutta circulated misleading statements and
roused certain sections of them. It is instructive to note this
fact. The strength of the opposition lay in the excitability of
the people, the imputation of bad motives to the Government,
and the raising of scares among the ignorant. The history of

this agitation indicates a general danger to India which ought
Y



322 THE “PARTITION OF BENGAL”

not to be overlooked or forgotten We have in the masses
ignorant and excitable peoples to deal with ; and mischievous
men have only to go among them with false stories to produce
dangerous disquiet and to rouse them to violence

The opposition was mainly confined to two great parties
whose 1nterests were, not unreasonably, regarded as to some
extent threatened by this scheme, and whose voice 1s a very
powerful voice n India One of these 1s the Calcutta Bar.
I do not intend to bring any railing accusation against the
Bar I am myself a barrister, and am free, I think, of the
prejudice which not a few Executive officers sometimes show
to that profession But there 1s no doubt that 1t 1s only natural
that membeis of the Bar, and especially those of second-rate
character and practice, should be very jealous of anything that
seems to mterfere with their professional prospects. Now 1t
1s clear that the transfer of a certain number of Districts to
a new Piovince whose head-quaiters would no longer be Cal-
cutta, would tend to mjure the prospects of certan members of
the Calcutta Bar They felt this, and their voice was raised
with no uncertam sound aganst the measure They adopted
exaggerated language m regard to 1t, ignored the advantages
which 1t was intended to produce, and did all they could to
prejudice the people agamnst it. They engineered with great
skill, through the agency of the local Bars which had been
long connected with the central Bar i Calcutta, a violent
opposition to the scheme throughout the transferred Districts
and throughout the Bengali Districts which were not transferred.

The other strong agency in engmeering the opposition was
a section of the native Press. There are some native news-
papers which have a high aim and a good tone; but the
native Press as a whole 1s not characterised by either good
tone or high purpose. It has become to a large extent
truculent and offensive It 1s well known that a certamn section
of 1t exercises 1ts influence and maintains itself partly by
what 1t regards as spicy wniting, and partly by a dehberate
or perhaps occasionally unconscious terrorism. An officer
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on whose conduct the Government is bound to keep its eye,
or a Zamindar who cannot but live a public life, is compelled
to support the Press lest it should attack him. I have myself
seen the following letter, which was addressed by the editor
of a newspaper to a prominent public man, *“ As you are much
before the publie, it is our intention to write an article about
you on such and such a date. Perhaps you would like to become
a subscriber to our paper so that you may see that article when
it appears ? 7

The recipient of this letter, rightly or wrongly, believed that
the character and tone of the article would be greatly in-
fluenced by his decision in regard to becoming a subsecriber.
Whatever the intention of such letters may be, there is
no doubt that among Indian officers and gentlemen in the
interior there is an impression that any attack made on them
in a public newspaper tends to injure them with the Govern-
ment. Now in the transferred Districts the Government
would no longer be the Government of Bengal, with its head-
quarters at Calcutta, where the newspaper was to be published.
It would be a Government at Dacca, in another Province, where
these newspapers were not read. The loss of influence and
prestige, and the loss of clientéle was one of the causes which
led some at least of the native Press to oppose the partition
scheme. Others were led into it by their normal inclination to
oppose anything which the Government advocated. In the
usual way they misrepresented the motives and intentions of
Government, and poured forth vituperation upon the measure
it was carrying out. Only one or two were honest in their
opposition. '

The opposition was largely characterised by absolute want
of principle. False stories were circulated to rouse the fears and
indignation of the people. The Government, which only
desired effective administration of the two Provinces concerned,
was abused as being animated by a determination to break up
and so destroy the influence of *the Bengali nation.” All
sorts of false statements were made in speeches delivered and
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m leaflets scattered throughout the country There was, for
example, maliciously and falsely attributed to the Government,
i leaflets scattered among the common people throughout the
villages of the transferied Districts, the outrageous motive of
wishing to place the cultivating and labouring classes of these
Districts at the disposal of the Government of Eastern Bengal
and Assam, so that that Government might be able to remove
them agamst their will from then own homesteads to a position
of practical slavery in the tea gardens of Assam'

The mercantile classes were told in public speeches that the
object was to mjuie the Port of Calcutta, a statement the
ridiculous character of which may be seen from the fact that the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce supported the partition scheme.

Furthermore, inasmuch as the Districts transferred to the
new Province had all of them a majority of Muhammadans in
the population, a wicked attempt was made, by insmuations of
an mtention to place the Hindus under the heel of the Muham-
madans, to set the professois of these two 1eligions agaimst each
other, and to produce those religious animosities which are so
real and constant a danger in India

By such means, a violent opposition was raised agamst a
measure the administrative value of which has been so abun-
dantly established that the agitation agamst i1t has been
rapidly dymg out m Bengal Unfortunately, that agitation
has been again and again stirred into new vigour by mncitements
from the floor of the British Parliament. It 1s satisfactory to
find that these evil influences are weakening as the people
really concerned begin to see the advantages which they
have derived from the measure and are convinced of the good
mtention of the Government m carrymng it out.

I cannot but recall a conversation which I had with a highly
esteemed Indian friend, who was one of my colleagues on the
Bengal Council. He was an Indian merchant of considerable
distinction and had had an honourable connection with public
affairs He made a public attack on the partition scheme, based
mainly on the impression as to the mtentions of the Government
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in regard to the High Court to which I have referred. I asked
him to come and see me, and explained to him his mistake.
He expressed himself fully satisfied on the point, and I suggested
to him that perhaps he might withdraw his remarks. He
replied that he could not do so, as he was in full sympathy with
the opposition to the partition. I asked him what were his
grounds for his opposition. He said that he was perfectly
sure that one result of the partition would be very much to
develop the Port of Chittagong, and that this could not be done
without injuring the Port of Calcutta.

T asked him whether he really believed that the drawing of an
imaginary line between the two Provinces, and the declaration
that the Districts on the one side of that line were under the
government of one Province and those on the other side under
that of another, would really divert the course of trade ? “No,”
he said, “but Chittagong will be under the government of the
new Province ; efforts will be made to improve it ; the natural
communications between the transferred Districts and Chitta-
gong will be developed, and trade will therefore take its course
to Chittagong which is the natural port for that part of the
country.” I pointed out that this surely meant that trade
would be benefited by the change ; and I asked him whether
he would not state that view in public. He said he would not ;
because he was a Calcutta man and he himself would be injured.
I pointed out to him that Government must take a higher view
than that, and must consider the general interests of the
country. His reply was characteristically honest, but at the
same time very discouraging. He said, “ I do not blame you
for supporting a measure which undoubtedly appears to be
to the advantage of the Districts concerned ; but I am bound
to fight for my own interest.”

The whole history of this agitation indicates some of the
difficulties of Indian administration. A measure may be sound ;
but it may be influentially opposed by those who believe that
their own private interests are at stake. That opposition may
be easily exposed as regards its character ; but it is not on that
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account overcome Sometimes agamn the opposition adopts
measures most dangerous to the interests of sound administra-
tion  These consist of the circulation of musrepresentations
in regard to motive and intention, and of stories which an
ignorant people too readily receive. In time, the motives
of Government, 1f they are pure, will undoubtedly be vindicated ;
but that time may be delayed and the injury to sound ad-
ministration may be great. It may also be mtensified by
thoughtless or malignant encouragement given to the opposition
by those who are animated too often by a desire to embarrass the
Government. Such encouragement 1s sometimes given, more
oL less mnocently, and more or less effectively, by Members of
Parliament.

I remember the late Sir Curzon Wylle telling me that he
was on one occasion walking, at the Indian Civil Service garden
party in London, with a nobleman of considerable standing and
distinetion mn India  One of the so-called Indian members”
of the House of Commons came up to this nobleman and
claimed acquamtance with im. He said to hum, “ I hope that
you have come to throw your weight mto the scale on behalf
of the cause of India to which we are devoted ? ” The nobleman
rephed that he did not quite understand what he meant.
The Member of Parlament entered imnto a brief explanation.
The nobleman repled, * I do not quite understand your position
and your objects , but there 1s one thing that I do understand,
namely, that you are drawing a pension of £1000 a year from
the Government of India, and you are domg all that you can
to make the government of India impossible That does not
commend 1tself to my Oriental ideas > The Member of Parha-
ment did not seem to have ready on his tongue an adequate
rejoinder to this remark ; and they parted The view expressed
1s a thoroughly Indian one: the high-toned Oriental does not
understand that disloyalty to the salt which seems to be indi-
cated by persistent and unfailing opposition and cavilling
criticism ; and there are not a few men of Western birth and
education who share this feeling.



CHAPTER XXIV
THE AMEER OF AFGHANISTAN

without reference to the visit of the Ameer of Afghanstan

to India in the beginning of 1907, which was an event of
great interest. It was not a political visit, and the subject of
politics was, I believe, avoided throughout the whole visit.
We were all enjoined, indeed, to remember that the Ameer
is a sovereign ruler of a friendly State, that he was to be ad-
dressed as “His Majesty,” and that he was everywhere to
receive royal honour. But his visit was that of a friendly neigh-
bour coming to see India, to make the acquaintance of some
of the principal officers of the British Government, and to
study the manners and customs of the country. The Ameer
was a most intelligent observer, and was evidently inclined to
enter on those frank and friendly relations with the people
whom he met which would facilitate his obtaining some insight
into the things which he wished to know.

I did not see His Majesty until he came to Calcutta. My first
opportunity of talking to him was on Wednesday, 80th January
(1907), when I met him at a dinner given in his honour by
Lord Kitchener, the Commander-in-Chief. It was not a very
large or very formal dinner, being given to him on the day of his
arrival in Calcutta. He was evidently on the best of terms with
Lord Kitchener, whom he had met in the north of India.
He spoke to me of him after dinner in terms of the deepest
admiration, having been fascinated evidently, not only by the
strength, but also by the courtesy and friendliness, of the
Commander-in-Chief.

I CANNOT close these reminiscences of my Indian life

327
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At this dinner, to which the mess dress uniform of all
the officers present gave a very bright appearance, the Ameer
sat on Lord XKitchener’s rnght and I on his left On my
left was one of the sirdars who accompanied the Ameer,
Brigadier Muhammad Nasir Khan The latter conducted his
conversation with me manly in Hindustan, though he was far
from ignorant of Enghsh He also showed himself deeply
interested 1n all that the party were seemmg of India and 1its
admmistration My conversation with the Ameer himself
was also partly conducted in Hindustam1 He was, however,
rapidly acquiring a colloquial knowledge of English, and quite
Iiked to use that tongue.

His determination to acquire English, and the manner n
which he used what he knew of it very much impressed me.
He had got hold of some very colloquial phrases as the following
mcident shows. I overheard him talking to Lord Kitchener
about the British Nation The Commander-in-Chief was
explamning to him that there are three great divisions of the
Bnitish Isles, and that the mhabitants differed m many
respects from each other, but were yet equally devoted to and
ehgible for the service of His Majesty the King By way of
illustration he pomted to Sir Henry M‘Mahon, a fine Persian
scholar, who was the Political Officer in attendance on the
Ameer, and was seated on the Ameer’s right so as to render
him any assistance that might be required in conversation.
Lord Kitchener remarked that Sir Henry was an Imshman.
“1, myself,” he said, “ am an Enghshman, and the Lieutenant-
Governor, who 1s on my left, 1s a Scotsmarnt. The Scots have a
dress of their own. Probably,” he added, as he noticed that I
was listening, “ because it 1s economical, they only wear a
cloth twisted round their loins which they call a kilt *

The Ameer looked across at me with a smile, and I said, “I
think that Your Majesty has seen some of our Scottish regiments
n the north of India > He repled, * Yes, I have seen them I
like Scottish regiments, and” (turning to Lord Kitchener) “they
do not wear kilts because they cannot afford trousers, but
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because the kilt leaves the legs freer and stronger for, going up
and down the hills ” I remarked, *“ Your Majesty and I being
hill men understand one another.” The Ameer laughed
heartily and, with a very humorous glance at Lord
Kitchener, added, * Wrong box, Your Excellency ! ”

The next time we met was when the Ameer dined with us
at Belvedere on Friday, the 1st of February When his carriage
drove up at the door, I recerved him at the bottom of the steps,
and taking his hand m mine, according to Orental custom,
I conducted him into the drawing-room The company were
standing about the room As we entered the Viennese band
played the Afghan National Anthem, of which the music had
been obtaned through the military authoiities of the Punjab
As the first chord was struck His Majesty stood fast, and, with
his hand to his hat, he took the salute When the Anthem was
over he turned round and courteously thanked me. He and I
then led the way to dmnner, hand in hand i Oriental manner,
Lady Fraser bemng taken by a member of my staff to her
place next to His Majesty, and the lady whom I ought to have
brought to dinner bemng taken to her place by the Private
Secretary. I placed Col. Sir Henry M‘Mahon on the other
side of the Ameer so that he might act as interpreter for His
Majesty when required, but there was also an Afghan mter-
preter standing behind his chair Three sirdars of his staff
were at table, and two pages who had accompanied him were
given their dinner elsewhere

The Ameer was most cheery throughout the dinner He
talked to Lady Fraser partly in English and partly through the
Interpreter in Persian, breaking out now and agamn mto Hm-
dustani, of which he has some Lttle knowledge, so as to see how
far she could speak the language, a matter m which he appeared
to be considerably . interested. His conversation was of the
frankest character, and every now and agam he broke into
Jest and laughter. His face 1s a very difficult one to photograph,
because 1t 1s so very different when 1t 1s at rest from what 1t 1s
when lighted up and animated in conversation. He expressed
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very freely his views on the different dishes that were served
to him, and was much interested in all our cooking.

We had been careful, of course, and he knew that we were
careful, to avoid having any forbidden food placed on the table,
so that he was quite able to partake of everything without
asking any questions for conscience’ sake. He did not take
any wine, nor was any wine passed round the table in front of
any of the guests. He and his sirdars had decanters of water
and non-aleoholic drinks placed for their use, and all wine to
the other guests was served from behind.

When at the end of the dinner I proposed His Majesty
the King-Emperor’s health, the Ameer stood and drank
to it in soda-water. When we had resumed our seats he
leaned forward, and said to me across the table, “ Your
King is very kind. He has issued the order that his health
may be drunk in water. But for this I could not drink
it ; for I cannot touch wine. But I drink it very gladly in
water with your King’s royal permission.” I replied that His
Majesty’s order had been prompted also by a desire not to force
on any of his own subjects, many of whom do not approve of
the use of wine except medicinally, the alternative of using
wine or forbearing from this particular form of expression of their
loyalty. Immediately after this I proposed that we should drink
the Ameer’s health, and assure His Majesty of the warm welcome
which we gave him to Bengal, and to Calcutta, a compliment
which he courteously acknowledged.

Immediately after this toast, the ladies left the room, and I
went over and took my place where Lady Fraser had been seated
between the Ameer and the then Foreign Secretary, Sir Louis
Dane. I asked His Majesty whether he would like to smoke
or join the ladies at once. He said he would prefer to smoke
one or two cigarettes first. In the course of conversation he
alluded to several matters which had struck him in the course
of his present visit. One was the immense number of objects
of interest which were to be seen in Calcutta; and he gave
expression to the wonder that filled his mind as he drove round
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the eity and saw 1its teeming population, and its busy Ife,
with 1ts varied forms both of activity and of pleasure

He declared that he had not seen half of what he wanted to
see, and stated strongly his mclination to postpone for a few days
his departure from Calcutta, which had been fixed for the
following Monday Ths, he said, would involve giving up an
arrangement which had been kindly made to show him some
tiger shooting m the Sohagpur jungles of the Central Pro-
vinces, but, much as he would have liked to see such sport,
he felt more deeply interested m the great shops and depots
of Calcutta. He told me that the Army and Navy Stores and
other large shops had greatly fascinated him, and that he was
purchasing a number of things which would be most useful
to him 1 Afghanistan, and of the very existence of which he
had up to then been ignorant.

He was much struck with the magnificence of the military
displays which he had seen 1n the north of India, but he said
that he was at least as much struck with the fact that mn
ordinary hfe the troops are kept entirely in the background,
and have no manifest connection with the preservation of the
public peace or with the maintenance of His Majesty’s authornity
in India. The police arrangements, the regulation of the city
traffic, and the order that prevails, had made a great -
pression on him.

He mentioned also several of our customs which he had
observed. Amongst these was the custom of standing at
attention and uncovering the head at the National Anthem,
indicating our constant respect for, and loyalty to, the
throne, though that was so far away on the other side of the
world. Another custom which he incidentally mentioned was
that of giving pholographs to friends with autograph signatures;
and he told me that he had volunteered to give one to Lady
Fraser, and that he would, as soon as possible, have a good one
taken for the purpose All his conversation was courteous.
There was nothing 1n 1t meconsistent with his dignity ; yet 1t
was bright and lively and often jocular.
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When we went to the drawing-room he was greatly delighted
to hear English music and songs {from some of our guests. M.
Bastin, the Belgian Consul, sang one or two French songs
which greatly interested him ; then one or two English songs
were sung ; and he asked Lady Fraser to let him hear one of
the songs of her own country. To each singer he courteously
returned thanks; and after the Scottish song had been sung
he himself sat down at the piano and played on that instrument
with both hands, but in unison, some Persian and Afghan airs,
one of which was a national dance. He explained to us how
this dance was performed. It required seven dancers. The
band was in the middle, and the dancers were outside and swayed
their bodies to and fro, and moved backwards and forwards
from and to the band, in a manner which he indicated.

He then asked for some Scotch musie, which my wife played,
and four of our guests showed him a portion of a Scotch Reel.
After another Scottish song, he again sat down at the piano,
and, playing his own accompaniment in unison, he sang an
Afghan song in the quaint tones of the hill music. He entered
into it with his whole soul, and sang with great vigour. Leaving
the piano, he stepped up to my wife and me and spoke of his
love for the hills of his own country and how he missed them on
the plains of India. I told him that I believed all hill men have
the hills of their native land near their hearts; and he stretched
out his hand, with Oriental enthusiasm but an English gesture,
and said, © Shake hands.” He added, “ I have much enjoyed
myself, Lady Fraser, I have felt as though I were in my own
country among my own friends.”

He laughingly told us that although Hastings House, which
the Government of India had placed at his disposal, was so
close to Belvedere, the escort had in the dark misled his
carriage on the way to dinner, and had taken him round
to the Kachahri (or Magistrates’ Court House), which he said
was fortunately closed, or he did not know when he might
have arrived at dinner. He hoped that he would get home
without any such mishap. As a matter of fact, however, the
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rajahs women ? > He immediately recovered, however, and
turned the matter into a jest

It was mteresting to see the useful objects on which he fixed
his attention and spent some of his money, and the busimess-like
care with which he insisted upon price lists bemng sent over
to him accompanied by samples, and indicated the way in which
he desired these price hists and samples to be prepared. As he
was leaving he was offered one or two presents He very
courteously thanked those who offered them; but touching
the presents mn Oriental manner with his hand he added, “1I
do not aceept. It is not my custom > He interrupted the pro-
ceedings at one time to offer prayer at the prescribed hour
He asked one of the maulvis on his staff to find out a suitable
place, and declined to use a room 1 which there were some
pictures hung A swtable place having been found, he had a
prayer-carpet spread, and proceeded with his devotion, without
paying any regard to those who were looking at him from a
respectful distance.

The Ameer visited the Medical College Hospital in Calcutta
He was deeply imterested mn all he saw, and his questions to
Col. Lukis, then Principal of the College and Superintendent of
the Hospital, evinced great intelligence and much sympathy
with the objects of the Hospital As he was leaving, he stood
for some time talking to Col Lukis at the door of the Principal’s
house. A large number of crows were making a great chattering
m the tree under which he was standing. He moved away to
a little distance from the noise, saying, ““The Calcutta crows
are hike many people whom I know. Their chattering prevents
reasonable conversation.’

He spoke very happily to me about his visit to India.
He said, “While the door i1s shut you cannot tell whether
the man within 1s a jeweller or only a worker in glass;
even so I did not know my neighbours i India until the
door was opened and I was able to pay this visit.” He
added that many of his people had very erroneous impressions
about the Englsh ; that he himself had feared when he came
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that he would always have to watch every word lest he should
commit himself on any political questions; but that he had
found nothing but friendship, brotherliness, and hospitality.
No one had desired to get anything out of him or to make him
commit himself to anything. He had been simply welcomed
in the kindest and frankest manner as a friend, and he would
be able to tell his people, when he went home, of the great
kindness which he had received.

On one occasion at Belvedere after dinner, he showed a little
irritation with a servant who was attracting attention and
disturbing conversation by carrying round cheroots. He
turned to him and said in an undertone, “ Go.”” The man did
not understand English and did not carry out the order. The
Ameer, quite quietly and with no roughness of manner,
took the box from him, placed it on the table, pointed
to the door, and said “ Go.” The man understood the
gesture and went. The incident had only taken a moment,
and there was no time to have interfered. The Ameer turned
round to me and said half apologetically, *“ You do not mind ?
I did not like him dancing round us like a crow among the
peacocks.”

On two other interesting occasions I met the Ameer. One
was at the Viceroy’s State Ball, a scene of great brilliancy, and
the other was at the Calcutta races, where the crowd was, I
suppose, greater than anything the Ameer had ever seen.
His interest was untiring, and he spoke freely of all that he
thought about both. I need not, however, dwell further on
such subjects. A farewell dinner was given to him by Lord
Kitchener on Friday, 8th February, and he left Calcutta by
special train that night. After dinner he spoke again very
strongly about the great advantage which he had derived
from his visit to India, in having set right the vague and errone-
ous impressions the reports brought to him had produced on his
mind.

He said, “In a certain city there dwelt a people who had
never seen an elephant. It was felt that their ignorance was
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great, so arrangements were made that a deputation of them
should go and see an elephant and report They went, and
a somewhat dark place an elephant was ponted out to them.
They could not see the elephant clearly, but they felt that they
could not tell their people so They went up to 1t and touched
1t with therr hands that they might carry to their people some
report of what 1t was like. One man felt 1ts legs, another felt
1ts trunk, and a third felt its ear. They went back and reported
to their people . one that the elephant was like a great pillar
on which a house might rest, another that 1t was like a great
serpent or sea-monster, and the third that i1t was hike a great
sheet with which a man might cover himself and keep warm ”’
Even so, he said, exroneous reports had been brought to him by
persons of mmperfect observation ; but now he had come to see
for himself He was very glad he had come, but sorry that he
would have to part from the many friends he had found m
India He did, indeed, seem greatly to feel his departure

In the begmmning of March, just before leaving India, the
Ameer was recewved at the Islamia College at Lahore and laid
the foundation stone of the new bwlding He received an
address from his co-religionists, the authorities of the College
When he rose to reply, the whole audience, of course, also rose
He waved to them to resume their seats, and standing alone
before them he delivered an impressive extempore oration m
sonorous and musical Persian  His utterance 1s worth recording

He said, “ First thanks to God, praise to His prophet My
brothers, I speak to you, the Muhammadans of the Punjab mn
India, who are present here to-day You have read me your
address. I have understood your thoughts. This 1s my reply.
Mark it - 1t closely concerns your welfare But before all else
I want, at the outset, to say how deeply I appreciate the toler-
ance and the beneficence of the Government of India m allowing
my mnumerable Muhammadan brethren in this great country
perfect hberty to perform their rehigious duties where and when
and how they desire. That acknowledgment being paid, which
Lies foremost on my conscience, I come to the pith and marrow
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of my message to you and to the millions of Muhammadans
whom you represent.

“In a single sentence I give you my whole exhortation.
Acquire knowledge. Do you hear me ? Acquire knowledge.
I say it a third time! Acquire knowledge. Oh, my brothers,
remain not ignorant, and, what is worse, remain not ignorant
of your ignorance. There are those who utter solemn warnings
in your ears, who urge that Muhammadans have nothing to do
with modern philosophy, who declaim against western sciences
as though they were evil. I am not among them. I am not
among those who ask you to shut your ears and your eyes.
On the contrary I say, pursue knowledge wherever it is to be
found ; but this also I declare with all the emphasis at my
command, science is the superstructure. Do not mistake it
for the foundation. The foundation is, and must always be,
religion. Begin, then, at the beginning. Ground your children,
before everything else, in the eternal principles of their glorious
faith. Start with the heart. When that is secure go on to the
head.

“ Some would like to finish with the heart, they are afraid
of the head. They are wrong. I must speak plainly to you.
You cannot earn your bread by religion alone. Religion will
not give you raiment. It will not build a roof over your
head. If you turn away from education, you turn away from
the means of raising yourself to prosperity and power. I will
be more plain still. Pinch your head and you will feel the pain
_in your belly. But do not lose sight of my other injunction
It is your duty to infuse into the hearts of your children, when
they are young and impressionable, such a love for their holy
faith that nothing can ever eradicate it. . You must so bind
their hearts to it, that neither the influences of other religions,
nor those new influences which are antagonistic to all religions,
can weaken their loyal adherence to the tenets of Islam. Do
not think that my two injunctions are incompatible. I tell
you that if you place your feet firmly on the sublime teachings

of your holy prophet, you may let your mind wander over the
z
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other forms of knowledge i the world without losing your
balance If the light of 1eligion be tiuly entered mto a man’s
mner being, 1t will never afterwards leave ™

After referring to the work of the College, to the mterest of
the Government of the Punjab in Muhammadans, and especially
i Oriental education, he made a gift to the College, and con-
cluded by saying, ¢ Now I pray God that He may keep Islam
in good countenance before the eyes of the whole woild, and
that we and our faith may retamn the respect of the nations
The Muhammadans of India have shown a good example n
their efforts to teach to the young the elements of then faith
and to train them 1n the practice of religion , but, 1 their too
general suspicion and even rejection of modern science and
education, they have greatly injured then position and influence.
They have fallen behind the Hindus in the march of progress,
and 1t will be well for them 1if they take to heart the earnest
exhortation of the Ameer



CHAPTER XXV
THE HUMOURS OF ADMINISTRATION

DO not think that there has been any time in my service when
I I have found my work light except, perhaps, when, many

years ago, I was Excise Commissioner of the Central Provin-
ces, before that office was amalgamated with several other mis-
cellaneous departments, and before Berar came under the Central
Provinces administration ; but though our work has generally
been quite sufficient for each day, it has been varied work ; and
as a great deal of it had to be done outside the office, in the
town or among the villages, it has been both interesting and
healthy. There have also been incidents occurring every now
and again which have been of a more or less humorous character
and have relieved the monotony of our work. Many such
incidents crowd on my memory now. But I shall only relate
a few of them. The homely character of our life in the Central
Provinces led to many private little jests which were pleasant
at the time, but would seem almost silly if set down in print.
I shall tgerefore confine myself to a few incidents more or less
connected with work.

On one occasion, when I was a District Magistrate, I exposed
myself to severe censure from the European ladies of the station
on account of the version which got about of a decision in my
court. I was reported to have judicially ruled that, according
to the law prevailing in India, a husband had a right to beat
his wife, and that she had no remedy in such a case. It will
be understood that this was not a very popular decision with
the ladies. The facts of the case were a little interesting. There
had been a long-standing feud between two small Zamindars

339
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(or landowners) n a certain village ; and they had been m the
habit for some time of taking all manner of means to annoy
one another. At last one of them got an opportumty of which
he promptly availed himself. His rival Ramparshad was heard
speaking 1n strong terms to his wife i the verandah of ther
house ; and the sound of aslap washeard Gangaparshad either
heard the quarrel or was told of 1t; and he got hold of a friend
to take a document to Ramparshad’s wife on which she was
asked to make a mark, and was mformed that by doing so
she would receive considerable benefit Tiusting to the friend-
lmess of Gangaparshad’s messenger she made a mark

The document staled that Ramparshad very frequently
assaulted her, entered 1n detail into an exaggerated recital of
the events of the quarrel above referred to, and ended by
asking the protection of the Magistrate. There 1s no doubt
that Gangaparshad thought that Ramparshad would suifer
very much m dignity by this attack on hus character, and by
the necessity for having his wife called as a witness in court ;
and Gangaparshad being a relative of the lady was able to appear
as her friend and quasi guardian 1n the case. A very careful
mnquiry on the spot showed the triviahty of the meident, and
the enmity which lay at the bottom of the complamt.

The case came up for hearing, and Ramparshad was advised
by huis counsel to allow his wife to appear, closely velled, as a
witness for the prosecution She admitted that her husband
had spoken roughly to her and had given her a slap m a fit of
temper for which she proceeded to make an elaborate apology.
In cross-examination by the accused she spoke of the excellent
terms on which she lived with her husband, and I allowed
villagers to appear to corroborate her evidence. I was entitled
under the law to compel Gangaparshad to make compensation
to Ramparshad for a frivolous and vexatious complaint ; and
I did so. The effect was not unsatisfactory. It did not indeed
make Gangaparshad more friendly to his rival; but it made
him a httle more cautious m his conduct. It 1s very curious
how much we see even I very serious cases of the use of the
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courts for purpose of private enmity. Cases have been well
known in which even a charge of murder has been trumped up
by a man against his enemy.

Another matter which, though very serious, has its more
or less humorous side, is the practice of trial by jury, as we
not infrequently find it in India. Every country has experience
of the difficulty of persuading men to find a verdict against the
accused in certain cases where political or faction feeling is
involved ; and this, of course, is found in India as elsewhere.
There is, however, a case peculiar to India which is of very
common occurrence, that is, the difficulty of persuading jurors
or assessors to find a verdict against a Brahman, especially in
cases involving capital punishment. Assessors differ from
jurors in that their verdict has not the weight of that of the
jury. Assessors are there to advise the Judge, not to decide
with any finality even questions of fact, and in the more back-
ward tracts we have much more of trial with assessors than trial
by jury.

As a young officer, I was once called on to inquire into a case
of murder and to prosecute it before the Court of Session.
It was as clear a case as ever had been. The murder was cruel,
and the eye-witnesses were beyond suspicion. There were two
assessors, and both of them returned a verdict of *“ not guilty.”
The Judge differing from the assessors sentenced the Brahman
accused to death, and he paid the penalty. Some time after-
wards, one of the assessors came to visit me. He was a fairly
influential landowner, and himself a Brahman, well educated
in the vernacular, but without knowledge of English. I asked
him how he could find a verdict so contrary to the evidence,
and he frankly said to me in the most friendly way, “ I could
not possibly find a verdict which would lead to the death of a
Brahman. You know that it is grievous sin for any Hindu
to cause the death of a Brahman; and it does not matter
whether you do it with your own hand or indirectly by the
hand of another.” * But,” I said, * it is a serious thing for you
to betray the trust which is reposed in you by the Government
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on behalf of the public; and you cannot help regarding this
as most blameworthy failure of duty ”

He rephied with some emotion, “It 1s you really who
are to blame You are not ignorant of our views 1
this matter. Why, then, should you put us m a position
where we might be called upon, as I was on that occasion,
to choose between the s of saymmg what I believed to
be untrue, and the mnfimitely awful sin of causing the
death of a Brahman ?* The strong feehng with which my
old friend spoke to me on the subject made a great impression
on my mind, and I have often thought that we do not know,
or at all events do not fully consider, what grievous injury
we flict on the people of India by forcing on them customs
and duties which are altogether inconsistent with their traditions
and belefs

I remember another case in which an Honorary Magistrate
tried a Hindu belonging to a religious order for habitually
recerving stolen property. As in this country so mn India, the
recerver of stolen property ought to be severely dealt with
because of the demoralising effect of his occupation on the
community. The evidence was clear and conclusive, and the
Magistrate felt himself bound to conviet; but there 1s a pro-
vision of the law whereby the period of police custody after
conviction 1s mcluded m the period of imprisonment. The
worthy Magistrate therefore set himself to calculate how long
1t would take to march the prisoner, from one police station to
another, to the head-quarters of the District where the jail
was situated He calculated that it would take a week ; and he
sentenced the sacred receiver to a week’s imprisonment. I
well remember how he could not conceal from me afterwards
his disappomntment that he had forgotten that there was an
mdirect road to head-quarters which included a considerable
stretch of newly made railway hine; and the prisoner arrived
at the jail in time to undergo three days’ imprisonment. The
washmmg off of the sacred ashes and filth which he had,
perhaps for years, allowed to accumulate, was a termble
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blow to the criminal; and be very vigorously cursed the
magistrate.

Another curious case may be recorded. When I was Com-
missioner of Chhattisgarh I had appellate jurisdiction over
certain civil courts. Inone of these subordinate courts a certain
plaintiff had brought a suit against a debtor. The debtor’s plea
was that he had certainly incurred the debt, but that he had
also repaid it ; and he challenged the plaintiff to take an oath
to the effect that he had not been paid. The law allows a case
to be decided in this way with the consent of parties. The
party agreeing must take an oath which he regards as most
certainly binding upon him, and the sanctity of which, as
respects him, the opposite party is also prepared to admit. The
parties in this case agreed that the plaintiff should take his
oath with his hand on the tail of the sacred cow at the great
temple of the goddess Samlai in Sambalpur—an oath of great
solemnity in these parts. The plaintiff took the oath and
declared that he had not been paid; and decree was passed
accordingly in his favour. That night the plaintiff died ; and
the ground of appeal to me was that the gods had manifested
their displeasure at the false affirmation by taking the
plaintiff’s life, and that therefore the decree ought to be
reversed. I have very little doubt that the plaintiif’s
oath was false; but I was, of course, unable to alter the
decision ; for the law makes such an oath, when taken by
consent of parties, final in the case.

A more amusing decision in a civil case came to my notice.
A certain officer was trying a case in which the facts were very
similar to the above. The plaintiff was a usurer well versed in
the law. The defendant was a Gond, a member of a jungle
tribe, improvident in habits, but well versed in jungle work,
The plaintiff sued for a debt of Rs.100. The defendant stated
that he had only received Rs.10. The usurer produced a book
entry showing payment of Rs.100, and called two witnesses,
who in cross-examination admitted that they were employed
habitually by the usurer to witness payments to his clients who
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could not 1ead or write, and that they had seen a payment
made to the defendant, but could not precisely say how much
had been paid The Judge, who was tiying the case i camp (as
was not uncommon 1n those days), pointed to two tiees in fiont
of his tent and said that whoever should fiist reach the top
of either of these trees would obtamn a decree, and that the
plamntiff should have s choice of trees

Of course, the plamtiff, poor man, after toiling violently for
a time, gave up the enterprise to find that the Gond had
been to the top of his tree and down again, and was awaiting
the deciston The judge gave the decree for the plamtiff
for Rs10 only. The plamtiff, however, told him that he
would appeal from that decision, as 1t was entirely contrary
to law When he came to ask for a copy of the judgment
to append to his memorandum of appeal, he found that it
was a reasonable and well-stated discussion of the evidence,
showing that the plamntiff had failed to establish the pay-
ment of more than the sum awarded The Judge, who was,
on the whole, a very sound and fairly popular officer, re-
cerved 1n connection with this case an admonition with which
he was more or less familiai, that such humorous treatment
was to be deprecated as leading 1gnorant people to suppose that
the courts of justice depended for their decisions on something
else than legal evidence.

I remember accompanying a distingwished officer in an -
spection of plague hospitals m a aty which I was visiting
Some of these plague hospitals were supported entirely by
private charity The mspecting officer was walking round one
of these private and temporary hospitals with the promoters.
I was behind with an officer who was largely responsible for
plague work We passed through a ward in which we were
shown a number of convalescents One man attracted my
attention from his clear eye and healthy appearance I drew
the attention of my companion to his condition, for I had
not seen before a man who had so thoroughly recovered
apparently so short a time from the teirible effects usually
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resulting from a case of plague. I happened to know the
vernacular of this town, though 1t was m a different Province
from my own I asked the man how long he had been ill; andin
the simplest way he told me that he had never been ill, but
had been ordered to he i bed quietly while the distingwshed
ispecting officer was going his round. He also said that all the
malis* and other servants had been similarly put to bed for
that morning

This 1s an 1llustration of two things agamst which one has
very carefully to guard i Indian 1nspection. The one 1s
what we know as “eye wash,” that 1s, a regular preparation
for the mspection by arranging places and things as one
would Lke the mspecting officer to find them. The other is
the tendency that some Indians have to strengthen a really
strong case by false evidence There could be no doubt what-
ever that this private and temporary hospital was meeting a
real need and doing good work, and yet 1ts promoters were not
above putting healthy men mto the beds of a selected con-
valescent ward for the purpose of strengthening the impression
of the usefulness of the institution.

In this same mstitution there occurred that morning an
meident which gave me really a thrill of horror  The mspecting
officer, who was deservedly beloved for his deep interest in
the people, and for the courage and devotion with which
he fought the terrible battle he had to fight agamst the plague,
was passing through a ward m which some plague patients
were lying 1 more or less serious condition One of these was
requested by the chief promoter of the mstitution to place a
garland of flowers round the neck of the mspecting officer.
The patient rose from his bed and, standing beside 1t, placed
the garland as requested The mspecting officer, with surely
a reckless courage, bowed his head and received 1t The pro-
moters were fatalistic 1 their faith, and gave no consideration
to the possible consequences of their act.

The fatalism of Muhammadans and Hindus alike, to a very

* Mals1s a gardener
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large extent militates against sound sanitary arrangements
throughout the country. When I was Commissioner at Raipur,
we had a series of lectures on Saturday evenings in the Town
Hall on social, sanitary, educational, and moral subjects.
The Civil Surgeon was lecturing on ““ sanitation,” and delivered
a very clear and popular address which, some of us thought,
must have made a great impression. What was our surprise
when we found a member of the Bar, an orthodox Hindu, but
very fairly versed in English, rising and delivering an English
speech in defence of the opposition or indifference of the people
to sanitary measures.

I remember that one point which he made was this, ““ The
Civil Surgeon has spoken to us strongly of the insanitary con-
dition of the great tank in the middle of the city, and of
the impurities which analysis has found in its waters. We
could see that he even shuddered as he spoke of people
drinking that water. Now I and my family have drunk that
water for years and have never drunk anything else. On the
other hand, I have no doubt that the Civil Surgeon some-
times eats beef at his dinner. As for me, on account of the
traditions of my people, and my hereditary views in regard
to the cow, I cannot think of eating beef without shuddering
in a similar way. It is all a matter of tradition and training.
The Civil Surgeon has no more right to call upon me to give
up the water which I have been in the habit of drinking than
I have to call on him to give up the beef of which his religion
allows him to partake.”

Somewhat different from this was the case, a very exceptional
one indeed, of an officer well up in the Service, under whom I had
once to serve. He was a man by no means wanting in courage
or in pluck, and he had often faced unmoved great danger in
the jungle; but there was one thing of which he was always
in deadly fear, that was cholera. When there was any cholera
visitation that required the personal attention of a Magistrate,
he always sent out one of his subordinates. In sending me out
on one occasion he said to me quite frankly, “ I send you out
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because I really feel absolutely unfit to go myself. I recognise
that with reasonable precautions, which I know you will take,
the risks of infection are minimised ; but I cannot reason
about cholera I can only feel *’

I had too much respect for his character to consider him a
-coward on account of this idiosyncrasy, and I went willingly
to my duty to save im The fatalism of the Hindu or
Mubhammadan very often saves him from such fear; but on
the other hand, there 1s nothing more awful than the panic
which a severe visitation of cholera sometimes brings to the
country villages. I have seen villages completely deserted, and
the people who were in good health hving in the jungle, the
patients being left to die, with a httle water beside them, some-
times even left within a cottage the door of which was locked
When a panic seizes the people, they cannot reason, they can
only feel

Talking of sanitation reminds me of an amusing meident
which I once met with mn a certain town The Sanitary Com-
missioner had just been round inspecting, and had prepared
a note on the sanitary conditions of the town One copy of this
note was 1n the usual way sent first of all to the Indian Deputy
Magistrate in direct charge of local samtation, that he might
make any remarks or suggestions in regard to the criticisms of
the Sanitary Commissioner.

A brief paragraph in the Sanitary Commissioner’s note con-
tained the words, “ I have specially noticed in this town the
absence of any cesspool near any house m the parts of the
town that I have been able to visit.” The Deputy Magistrate
apparently regarded it as the sole function of an inspecting
officer to pomnt out faults; and as the Sanrtary Commussioner
had added no comment to this statement, the Deputy Magistrate
wrote in the margm, ““ One can easily be suppled.”” As the
cesspool is one of the most dangerous of insanitary conditions,
this remark indicated a strange ignorance of the subject on
the part of an officer more or less directly responsible for
samtary work. It also illustrates the fact that samtary
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science is still a thing which we have to teach the natives of
India. .

I remember an amusing but somewhat instructive incident
illustrative of the simplicity and superstition of the jungle
peoples. The Government had ordered certain selected fields
of defined area to be sown with certain crops, so that the out-
turn might be carefully ascertained. An officer responsible for
these crop experiments was going round inspecting. He came
to a field which had been selected. The crop was all on the
ground, and a number of Gond reapers had been gathered to-
gether to cut the crop as soon as he gave the order.

A certain practical joker, who had much local influence,
was present. Out of thoughtless mischief he said to the
Gond women who had been collected to cut the crop
when measured, ““This man” (referring to the inspecting
officer) “is a magician; you will see that he will first of
all take a chain in his hand, and he will himself stride
all round the field dragging the chain after him, and when
he has completed this he will turn round suddenly and
cry, ¢ Abhi kato !’* If he does so, do not cut; for, if you
do, there will be no children in your houses.” The inspecting
officer acted exactly as was anticipated ; and as soon as the two
fatal words were uttered, the reapers fled into the jungle; and
the experiment was held in abeyance. This ill-timed jest
indicates the danger that may be caused by foolish and mis-
chievous statements made to ignorant and credulous villagers,
a danger which can hardly be overestimated.

In this connection there occurs to my mind a strange petition
which was solemnly presented to me by a large number of the
inhabitants of the Bhandara District during a great cholera
epidemic. The cruel amusement of cock-fighting was illegal.
This petition informed me that the great goddess, under whose
orders cholera was sent, demanded blood. If but a little blood
could fall to the earth, the cholera would abate : therefore they
besought me to suspend temporarily the operation of the law.

* «“Nowcut!”
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I was awakened m the night by the weird sound of jungle
music I knew that the tribes were at worship. Next
morning I asked the local Chief where the shrine was at
which they had been worshipping After some hesitation he
told me that there was no shrine, but that his people
had been offering a goat to my engme. He apologised for
having disturbed me, and hoped that I would not mund
this hberty having been taken with the engine by these
simple people. I found the engine sprinkled with blood, and
beside 1t the signs of the sacrificial feast which had been
held These supeistitious people had wished to conciliate the
unknown Power, and I was thankful that ther 1gnorance
prompted that desie, and not the smashing of the engine to
pleces and vengeance on all connected with 1t, as 1t might have
done.

To return to hghter subjects, I remember an old Feudatory
Chief who was very punctilious about all forms of ceremonial.,
When as Commussioner I entered his State, he always met me
on the boider During the marches to his capital he asked me
to sit with him 1n the howdah of his elephant and discuss the
business of his State as we went along. I frequently accepted
his mvitation for a part at least of the march. He always placed
me as a distingmshed guest on his right hand At the same
time he was strongly of the opinion that neither he nor I should
descend first from the elephant , for whoever should first reach
the ground and stand awaiting the other was mn his view to be
regarded as distinctly occupying the position of the mferior.

He recognised the feudal superionty of the British Govern-
ment, but he regarded the Commissioner rather as his guest and
Iriend than as his superior. Accordingly he had always two
ladders placed on the near side of the elephant. With some
difficulty he scrambled to the farther away ladder leaving the
nearer ladder to me We descended our ladders pary passu ;
and we paused for a moment on the last rung of the ladder,
balancing ourselves each on the one foot, with the other ready
to place on the ground. We stepped to the ground simul-
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taneously, and thus succeeded in avoiding any question of
precedence.

A quaint correspondence came to my notice when I was in
the Secretariate. An officer, able but of a somewhat peculiar
style of humour, and holding the position of head of a de-
partment, was once encamped within a cantonment. There
is a rule that tents may not be pitched in certain parts of a
cantonment without the consent of the officer commanding.
The officer in command in this case was a brigadier-general,
who was well known to be somewhat of a martinet.

As he rode round with his brigade-major (as it was in
those days) he noticed the tents, and asked the brigade-
major whose they were, and whether his sanction had been
received for pitching them. He replied in the negative and
was ordered to find out whose the tents were. Galloping up
to the tents the brigade-major found that the officer in
question was absent. He reported that he was the head
of a certain department. The general said, “ Then tell him
that he has no right to pitch his tents in cantonments
without my permission, and that I cannot have this rule
broken. He must either strike his tents or obtain my per-
mission.” The brigade-major carried out the order too literally,
and wrote a letter in almost these very words. The head of the
department replied as follows :—

“ My dear Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of this date.
You ought to have known that I could not be aware of the
order requiring the General’s consent to pitch my tents in the
cantonment ; or I should have asked for it.

““(2) As the matter now stands I shall neither ask for that
consent nor strike my tents; for they are already pitched at a
place called Ganeshpur, seventeen miles off.

“(8) I propose to bring out a new edition of a useful publica-
tion known as the ¢ Polite Letter-writer’; and I am indebted

to your courtesy for a gem.
“T am, yours faithfully,
“A.B.”
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The general sent the correspondence to the head of the
Government. The latter directed the civil officer to withdraw
the third paragraph of his letter as needlessly offensive, and
forwarded a copy of that order to the General Officer com-
manding the cantonment, with the remark that he thought
the brigade-major’s letter to the civil officer was scaicely
courteous to a man of his official position We heard nothing
of the matter for some time.

After a few weeks the civil officer wrote to me, “I datesay
you will like to know the end of the correspondence between
the General and me, which was submutted to the Chief
Commussioner for orders Immediately on receipt of the
Secretariate letter, I wrote to the biuigade-major saying
that I had received an order from the Chief Commussioner
to withdraw the third paragraph of my letter to him, that
as the letter was of no importance I had kept no copy,
that I was very anxious to carry out the oiders promptly,
and that I should therefore be much obliged to him 1if he would
send me a copy of my letter that I might withdraw the third
paragraph I have received no reply.”

I conclude this chapter with an account of a very curious
case which I had to decide eaily 1n my service One of the
officers of the station, who was exercising the powers of a
avil court, had a sweeper 1 his employment This sweeper
had a quarrel with his fellow-craftsmen in Jubbulpore. It
appeared that this class, which 1s generally regarded as out-
caste altogether, has still, or had then at least, some caste
feeing The sweeper to whomed refer had been guilty of some
breach of caste law, and his fellow-craftsmen turned him out of
the caste They managed, however, to patch up a peace,
and they agreed to recetve him back into fellowship The
manner 1n which this was to be done was, as usual, that he was
to give a feast and they were to partake of 1t, so as to show
practically that the caste bairier in his case had been removed

He prepared the feast, and the members of the caste came
together. Unfortunately, however, they renewed their quarrel
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before they had sat down to the feast provided ; and the guests
refused to partake of it at all. He sued them for the cost of the
provision he had made. His master reported to superior
authority his relation to the plaintiff, and recommended that
some other judge should be appointed to hear the case. I was
accordingly solemnly gazetted with special civil powers of a
subordinate court, for the trial of this case of Jangi Mihtar vs.
Bhangi Mihtar and others. It was an extraordinary experience
to have a court full of sweepers.

My Sharistadar (or Clerk of the Court) was a Brahman;
so was my Court orderly. Their feelings at being brought into
close contact for a whole day with a large number of members
of this out-caste community were such as it is difficult for a
European to realise. They seemed to shrivel with horror and
try to sink through the wall or floor. Papers had to be handed
to the Court containing statements of the parties. My Brahman
Sharistadar would not touch them with his fingers. I doubt if
he would have picked them up with a pair of tongs. I had to
take them with my own hands, and then to peruse them with
my own eyes.

It was curious to hear these people telling, in their quaint
way, of their controversy, of their would-be reconciliation, and
of the manner in which that reconciliation came to nought ;
and then it was curious to have to decide that such ‘caste dis-
putes were hardly for the intervention of the Government or
the courts, and that while a man was fully justified in preparing
a feast for his friends if he chose, he had hardly a claim at law
for the expense of that feast if they failed to partake of it. It
was also experience of some value to see, on the one hand, the
terrible antipathy and aloofness of the high caste Brahman
from these unfortunate out-castes, and, on the other hand, the
fact that the European’s want of any share in or sympathy
with these feelings did not in any way injure his prestige with
his Brahman fellow-workers. ‘



CHAPTER XXVI
THE LAST

N the course of these remimscences I have only Very occa-
I sionally referred to other Services than my own, or to any
other matters concerning that Service than its relations
with the people of the country This 1s because my mtention
has been to deal chiefly with that which 1s peculiar to India
and not with that which 1s easily imagined by residents 1n this
country. For the same reason I have not had much to say
of European society, or of the hife of the European except where
1t comes 1nto contact with his Indian fellow-subjects. It 1s not
that I have not most pleasant memories of my relations with
non-official Europeans or with European officers of all Services,
but merely that these memories do not form part of those
mpressions of Indian Iife that I desire to convey.

I have, of course, been much brought mto contact with officers
of the Army m India. I had some most Interesting work
with Lord Kitchener immediately after his arrival, when he
was working out his scheme of more scientific disposal of the
troops under his command I was then President of the Police
Commission , and we had to discuss together personally how
best to employ the police for the maintenance of the peace,
which 1s surely their legitimate work, when troops were removed
from some of the places where they had been scattered abroad
over India, I found him, as might have been expected, a
delightful man to work with.

I have had to work with military officers of all ranks - rarely
has there been anything but pleasure in so domg. But of
all my experiences mn this respect, the best was that of co-
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operation with them in famine work. I confess that I was sur-
prised beyond measure to find dashing young fellows caring,
with all a woman’s tenderness and care, for the cholera-
stricken man or the poor emaciated famine baby. I could have
foretold with confidence the energy and courage which these
officers displayed; but I could not have imagined the depth
of their tenderness and sympathy with distress. It was a fine
experience of the peculiar gentleness which often characterises
the brave and manly.

With the Medical Service I was brought much into contact
in the ordinary work of the Province. This service has much
improved during the last forty years. When I went to India, it
had in its ranks some splendid men, worthy in every way of the
great traditions of the profession to which they belonged,
men of zeal and capacity and kindliness which endeared them
to Europeans and Indians alike. But the Indian Medical Service,
as a whole, is higher now than formerly in its appreciation
of the opportunities of usefulness in India, and in the sense of
responsibility for the discharge of its duties. I have often been
struck with the devotion to professional study and medical
work shown under very trying circumstances.

We have some civil stations in which the Civil Surgeon leads
a lonely and weary life. In the early morning he spends hours
in the work of the local jail, of which he is the Superintendent,
enforcing discipline, working like a shopkeeper among the jail
stores, dealing with the sick or the malingering, and often
weary with the drudgery of his clerical work. He passes on to
the Dispensary and Hospital, and gives to the poor of other
races than his own the best of his skill and attention. And
then, when the long round of morning work in small and some-
times crowded rooms, or within the hot enclosures of the prison
walls under the Indian sun, might reasonably have been pleaded
as an excuse for rest, he has turned to reading intended to keep
him abreast of modern science, or to research as to the causes
and cure of tropical disease.

1 have been filled with admiration sometimes to see a man
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1n a remote station, with a laboratory and instruments of his
own, working steadily, with no sympathetic colleague to en-
courage him, doing his duty as best he could, not with eye-
service, but from devotion to the cause of suffering humanity.
The Civil Surgeon has his reward Not only 1s there intense
mterest mn his professional work ; but he wins, more fully than
perhaps any other, the love of his fellow-men His help comes
when we need 1t most, and we cannot forget 1t

The Forest Officer has a dehghtful sphere of activity For
myself, I have enjoyed no part of life in India more than the
Iife n the jungles. Natuze 1s so rich and beautiful The air 1s
generally so cool and fresh The people are so simple and
primitive I do not wonder at the love of his piofession which
I have seen n almost every Forest Officer I have known I
shall never forget the pleasure 1t was to have a short tour
through his forests with Colonel Doveton, the first Conservator,
with whom I was well acquainted It was amusing to see his
indignation when a tree, n the forest or out of 1t, was ruthlessly
lopped, or prematurely cut down It was the cruelty of the deed
that galled him  The tree was to him a living thing, whose
beauty had been marred or limbs injured by the pitiless act
of a wicked or thoughtless person. He lived i the forests for
months together , he knew the trees individually, and watched
them with kindly interest ; he knew the wild beasts, and could
lead you to them without fail, and, more than all, he understood
the simple forest folk, and could get work out of them as no
other could, for they trusted him and regarded him with re-
spectful affection.

The one thing that the Forest Officer generally has especially
to guard agamst 1s the danger of not giving adequate con-
sideration to the requirements of the neighbouring villages
n regard to jungle produce. He seldom knows these villages
as he knows the forests ; but the best Forest Officers do what
they can to acquire the necessary knowledge, and the Revenue
officer will help to keep them mindful of this part of their duty.

It would be a strange thing 1f I were to forget my years of
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co-operation with the Public Works Department. The Chief
Engineer of a Province is also Secretary to the Local Govern-
ment in that department. When I was Chief Secretary in the
Central Provinces, my colleague was my old {friend James
Glass, whom I had known intimately during nearly all my
service, a man who made his mark throughout the Province,
and left behind him many monuments of his skill and energy,
among which the water works in Jubbulpore hold, perhaps,
the first place.

I cannot even now recall without emotion the unselfish and
unsparing devotion to duty which wrecked the health of one
of the best officers I ever knew, Edmund Penny, whose health
was shattered by his labours in the great Central Provinces
famine, and who has not yet fully recovered what he freely
sacrificed. Memories arise of many others who have left their
permanent mark in the Provinces in which they served.

The Public Works officers have this great advantage over
us all, that their mark does remain. We may think we
have done some service—they can point to material evidence
of their work. If they have a defect, it is that they seem
sometimes to forget that they are building for time and not
for eternity ; they are sometimes too solid, too slow, and too
expensive. It seems to me also that sometimes they are
engaged on matters too small for them and on works which,
though great enough, might be as well and more cheaply carried
out by non-official agency. Where private contractors exist
they should be utilised.

There is one fact about the Public Works Department that
may be mentioned as very encouraging, viz. the considerable
number of exceptionally good men that have been produced
by Indian Schools of Engineering. I regard it as of the utmost
importance to utilise in such departments as Engineering,
Medicine, and Law, as far as possible, the men who have been
trained in Indian schools, and to make these schools so efficient
that they will produce men with the necessary training, capacity,
and integrity.
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Non-official Europeans are apt to be forgotten when talking
of Indian work. Yet they do some of the most important
work They are bringing capital nto the country, and
they are engaged in developing its resources Some of them
are selfish enough ; but many of them are ammated by a high
sense of duty There 1s a good deal of 1ll spoken of the men
“of the dispersion,” the Europeans scattered abroad over
India, sometimes m lonely places, as merchants, planters, or
mechanies This 1s, to a great extent, due to misunderstanding
and to exaggeration

They certamly are not all what they ought to be , nor do
they all live as we should like to see Europeans hve 1 the
presence of the peoples of India  But even if they were not
as good as their brethren of the same position and occupation
at home, some allowance would have to be made for the differ-
ent character of their surroundings, and for the great neglect
of them by the Churches at home, and by many of the
servants of the Church mn India My experience is that most
of them appreciate any kindly efforts to help them to mantan
m India the traditions of the fatherland, by offering them
rehigious ordinances and education for their children

Some of them also sometimes talk a good deal of non-
sense about work m India m which they have taken little
interest while there This comes of a too natural inclmation
to talk without any knowledge about things with which one
feels that he is expected to have some acquaintance. This
should be discounted It 1s not a very difficult thing to gauge
the value of a witness and his capacity to speak with authonty.
As for the men themselves, I need only say, in a word, that
some of my best friends in India were non-officials, and that
I have always found such men willing to co-operate in any
enterprise which they saw to be for the good of the people.

The domiciled commumty, partly European, but mainly
Eurasian, has been too much neglected in the past. One does
not realise the importance of this community, nor the serious
consequences of this neglect until he comes to live in a city
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like Calcutta. We owe much to America for its co-operation
in educational and missionary work in India. We owe much
to that country also for its work among the domiciled com-
munity. There are some earnest British clergymen and lay-
men who have devoted themselves to such work; but the
Methodist Episcopal Church of America has done very special
service in this respect. Its servants have laboured hard and
successfully.

I am glad to find of recent years a great increase of
the sense of responsibility for the intellectual and moral
training of the children of this community. And I earnestly
trust that the scheme which is now being inaugurated by
zealous men in all the Churches, largely through the influence of
Sir Robert Laidlaw, a wealthy and benevolent business man in
Calcutta, will be successful throughout India. It is of the ut-
most importance to save this community from a position
which would make it a scandal in the country.

What I have aimed at in these reminiscences has been to
convey some idea to the ordinary British imagination of the
life we live in India, and of the peoples among whom that life
is spent. I have not aimed at giving either a scientific or
statistical account of India and its affairs, but merely at com-
municating in a simple way some impressions of life and
work.

I hope that I have made it clear that India is in not a mere
«land of exile.” It is the scene in which a man finds his life-
work—work honourable and delightful, the place where he has
friends whom he loves and ties which it is hard to sever. Its
peoples and its ways become very dear to him.

At the same time, he never forgets that though his life is
there he belongs all the time to that little Island in the far-off
Northern Seas whose life in its great essentials he has to bring
with him to his work. The officer who goes to India must
not forget the traditions and principles of his fatherland. He
does not adopt the ways and customs of the peoples to whom
he goes. In a sense he remains apart: he is not of them.
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He must maimntain touch with the Home-land He takes the
best books, magazines, and papers that he can afford to get, so
as not to fall out of sympathy with its hfe and thought To this
end he keeps up constant correspondence with his friends at
home; and the arrival of the Enghsh mail, though a weekly
event, never loses interest.

The man who sinks to the level of the East is not the man
for India, wheie he 1s expected to help to benefit and elevate
its peoples He ought to aim at fellowship with the people of
his own race, and to join with them in every effort to make
life brighter and better Though he may be months among the
people of the country without seeing a fellow-countryman or
talking a word of English, and though he enjoys such life among
them, he 1s glad to get back among his own people, every now
and agamn at least, to talk of the things, the scenes, and the
friends that they have in common He never can forget—he
never ought to forget—his fatherland

Yet he must come among the people without haughtiness or
aloofness He will soon learn, if he cares to know them, that
they are not to be despised, that they are worthy of his respect
and of his most kindly feehng He must remember that he 1s
there in their interest, that he has been entrusted, by therr
Sovereign and his, with work to be done for them, that if he
can win their trust and affection he has done the highest part
of that work He will, as far as possible, ive among them, and
he will find the deepest pleasure in that hife He may be
fortunate enough in time to find true friends among them , and
he will then know their worth—not till then

There are men—fortunately very few—who never care for
India They are constantly looking out for leave and im-
patiently counting the years that must elapse before their
service 1s completed. We have no use for such men It 1s well
to keep 1n touch with the life and thought of the mother-country,
and men wisely take leave for this purpose, as well as to pre-
serve or restore health But the man who despises his hfe-
work, especially when 1t is work such as the officer of Govern-
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ment has to do in India, is a fool and an unworthy servant
of the Crown.

He is a fool, for he loses the happiness of his life: he is
unworthy, for he crushes out of his heart the true motive
for earnest and efficient work. The Government wants officers
of whom the people may say, as they said of the old Roman
centurion, ‘“He loveth our nation:” men whose work is a
delight to them. I can hardly believe that any man that
gives himself with a broad mind and kindly heart to his work
in India, will fail to merit that description, whatever men may
say of him, and however they may misrepresent him. And I
believe that we shall always have such men ; for the people win
affection, and the work is fascinating.

T once had the pleasure of receiving in India 2a friend from
Scotland, who was a great authority on agriculture. I was on
tour in the Nerbudda Division of the Central Provinces. He
joined my camp for several days. He rode the march every
morning either with me or with one of my staff, who was inter-
preter for me. He talked to the people about their agricultural
methods, and he watched with the greatest interest all our work
among them. One day he said to me, “Is it true that you
were thinking of retiring from the service ? > I replied that, a
year or two before, my health had rather broken down, and I
did think then of retiring. He said, with strong feeling, ““ Man,
if I were in your position, I would never retire; you are a
king !> Yes, one’s power and influence are great, and the
work is worth doing.

I went to India in 1871 with a good deal of British enthusiasm
for the work which lay before me; but I confess that my
feelings of love to the country and its peoples, and my pride
and pleasure in my work, have intensified year by year. I
know more of the country probably than most men. I have
not only served for many years in one Province, and for five
years in another; but I have also visited every Province in
India twice, on Government Commissions, and seen almost
every important Native State.
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I cannot tell of the depth of interest with which I have
studied the manners and customs of the people, the various
forms of therr faith and practice, and the characteristics
of therr ife in town and country I have had experiences
which are practically impossible for any man outside of
India: experiences sometimes of difficulty, sometimes of
anxiety, and even distress, but almost always experiences such
as ought to tend to elevate the mind, to strengthen the
character, and to enlarge the belief in human nature. I have
found among the people of India multitudes who have elicited
my kindhest feelings, and who have shown the kindhest feeling
towards myself, and I have found not a few whom I value as
among the worthiest of my friends

I am very proud of India My imagination is enthralled by
her lofty mountains, her mighty rivers, her historic cities, and
her sacred groves. But I love still more the virgin forests and
the primitive willages where my happiest days have been
spent I am proud of her possibilities and of the great oppor-
tunities she gives of work and influence. I am proud of her
people, whose patience in suffering and response to kindness
have won my love: excitable they sometimes are, and too
easily misled ; but their instinet 1s the mstinet of loyalty, and
their gratitude is far more than for favours to come.

Not long after our arrival in Calcutta, my wife and I went to
see the place where lies my old friend and chief, Sir John Wood-
burn, and my wife took with her some flowers to lay on his
grave We found the grave covered with beautiful flowers. I
mquired who had placed them there. It was an Indian gentle-
man who still came, week after week, though 1t was more than
a year since that kind heart had ceased to beat and that willing
hand was powerless to help, to show his gratitude to one who
had been his friend. This incident read me a lesson worth the
learning. Courtesy, justice, and freedom from caprice are
among the qualities that win the love and gratitude of our
Indian fellow-subjects.

He 15 a poor man who comes to India without a deep feeling
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of pride in the mother-country, and of loyalty to the King
that reigns there ; and there is no more worthy object of ambi-
tion for a man, who is animated by such sentiments than to
maintain the high traditions of British rule in all his dealings
with the people of India. If the life is worthy, it is also
unspeakably pleasurable. To call it up before one’s memory is
itself a delight; and I can hardly tear myself away from
these reminiscences, so interesting to me, whatever they may
be to others.

<« Still o’er these scenes my memory walkes,
And fondly broods with miser care !
Time but the impression decper makes,
As streams their channels deeper wear.”

THE END
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