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1801-1818.

PoPuLAR FEELING IN CENTRAL AMERICA—EFrrECT OF EVENTS IN SPAIN—
RECOGNITION OF AMERICAN EQUALITY —REPRESENTATION IN THE SPANISH
CorTES—DELUSIVE REFORMS—END OF SARAVIA’S RULE— PRESIDENT
Jost BustaManTE—H1S Desroric CoURSE—DEMANDS IN THE CORTES—
CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES—OFFICIAL HoSTILITY—CAMPAIGN IN OA-
JACA—REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN SALVADOR— WAR IN NICARAGUA
—CONSPIRACY IN GUATEMALA—TREATMENT OF THE INSURGENTS—DIs-
RESPECT TO THE DIpuTacioN — THE CoNsTITUTION REVOKED — RoyaL
DECREES.

THE opening century was pregnant with important
events both in Europe and America. By 1808 affairs
in Spain culminated in the French emperor’s deten-
tion of the king and other members of the royal
family at Bayonne, where he forced them finally to
resign in his favor their rights to the Spanish crown.
The circle surrounding the captain-general, audien-
cia, and archbishop of Guatemala was made up, not
only of European Spaniards, but of Guatemalans
belonging to the so-called noble families. Popular
displeasure was manifested both against the Span-
iards and against the provincial aristocracy.! The

1 See History of Mexico, this series. The masses of the people were kept
Hist. CENT, AM., VOL. III. 1



) LAST DAYS OF SPANISH RULE.

oligarchy was hated throughout the province of Gua-
temala proper, and still more in the other provinces
of the presidency.

However, when the news of Napoleon’s usurpation
reacked ‘America, it caused a strong revulsion of
feeling in Central America, as well as elsewhere in
the Spanizh dominions, even among the large class
which had hitherto secretly fostered a warm desire
for independent national existence. Creoles of pure
Spanish descent, though yearning to be free from the
old thraldom, could not bring themselves to discard
the country which gave them blood, religion, and
civilization. As to the educated Indians, who were
also among the wishers for independence, like all of
their race, they looked up to the ruling power with
reverence and fear. Thus arose a struggle between
the old veneration and the love of freedom; a strug-
gle which was to last in Central America a few years
longer, though the people were becoming more and
more impatient, while leaning to the side of indepen-
dent nationality. Circumstances seemed to demand
that the old connection should not be ruptured tiil
1821, when decisive results in New Spain brought on
the final crisis here. When the news of Napoleon’s
acts of violence and usurpations reached Guatemala,
popular loyalty was aroused, and showed itself in
various ways. Manifestations by the authorities, ex-
pressive of fealty to the mother country and the royal
family, met with an apparently hearty response from
the people. .

Advices came on the 30th of June, 1808, of the
occurrences at Aranjuez of March 19th.? July passed
amid much anxiety about affairs in Spain, and the
public mind became depressed by unfavorable news
received on the 18th of August. Next day, at a

in utter ignorance, to be used, if necessary, as the blind tools of the ruling
oligarchy. Montifar, Resefia Hist., i. 6.

I have told in my History of Mexico how Cérlos IV. was forced to abdi-
cate, and his son Fernando raised to the throne.
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meeting of the authorities?® the state of affairs was
anxiously discussed. The mariscal de campo, An-
tonio Gonzalez Mollinedo y Saravia, had succeeded
Dolmas on the 28th of July, 1801, in the offices of
governor, captain-general, and president of the au-
diencia. He had seen forty years of service in the
royal armies,* and had with him his wife, Micaela Co-
larte, and offspring.®

President Saravia read to the meeting a despatch
from the viceroy of Mexico, and a copy of the Gaceta
giving an account of the abdication of Fernando VII.,
and of the surrender by other members of the royal
family of their rights to the Spanish crown. After
due consideration, the meeting declared these acts to
have resulted from violence, being therefore illegal
and unjust, and not entitled to recognition. It was
further resolved that the authorities and people should
renew their allegiance to the legitimate sovereign,
continue upholding the laws hitherto in force, and
maintain unity of action, for the sake of religion,
peace, and good order. Instructions were received®
to raise the standard of Fernando VII., and swear
allegiance to him, which were duly carried out.”

The opportunity has now arrived for a radical
change in the political status of Spanish America.
The colonies have hitherto had no government, save

8There were the governor, archbishop, oidores of the real audiencia,
Marqués de Aycinena, high officials of the treasury, dean and chapter of the
archdiocese, alcaldes and regidores of the ‘muy noble ayuntamiento,” officers
of the university, prelates of the religious orders, prior and consuls of the
real consulado, intendente of Comayagua, temporarily sojourning in the city,
secretary of the andiencia, commandant of the artillery, and colonels of the
militia regiments. Diario Méx., ix. 316-18; Guat. por Fern. VII., 2-6, 83-94;
Saravia, Manif.

* His last position in Europe had been that of teniente de rey of Palma, in
the island of Majorca. Juarros, Guat., i. 273.

S Guat. por Fern. VII., 50. In 1866 their descendants were living in
Guatemala.

$Dec. 13, 1808.

"The acts were performed with great solemnity and magnificence, the peo-
ple manifesting much joy. This evidence of loyalty was warmly acknowl-
edged, May 27, 1809, by the Junta Suprema Gubernativa of Spain, sitting at
Seville and acting for the imprisoned king. Most glowing descriptionsof the

ceremonies appear in Diario Méz., xi. 279-80; Guat. por Fern. VII., 7-82,
94-101, 158-9.
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that of rulers set over them by a monarch whose will
was absolute, whose edicts constituted their code of
laws; the subject being allowed no voice in public
affairs, save occasionally as a timid petitioner. But
troubles beset Spain at this time. Her king is pow-
erless; the friends of coustitutional government have
now the control, and proceed to establish the desired
liberal régime. In order to be consistent, and to some
extent satisfy the aspirations of their fellow-subjects
in America, the provisional government decrees, and
the cértes upon assembling confirm, all the rights
claimed for Spaniards dwelling in Spain, together
with representation in the cértes and other national
councils.

The Junta Suprema Central Gubernativa in the
king’s name declares on the 22d of January, 1809, the
Spanish possessions in America to be, in fact, integral
parts of the monarchy,® and, approving the report of
the council of the Indies of November 21, 1808, in
favor of granting to the American dominions repre-
sentation near the sovereign, and the privilege of
forming by deputies a part of the aforesaid junta,
issues to the president of Guatemala an order to invite
the people of the provinces to choose their deputy to
reside at court as a member of the governing junta.’

8¢No son propiamente colonias, 6 factorfas, como los de otras naciones,
8ino una parte esencial ¢ integrante de la Monarquia Espafiola.” Guat. por
Fern, VII.,163-6; Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mex., 1. 326-7.

? Ayuntamientos of head towns were to choose three honorable and compe-
tent men, from among whom each ayuntamiento had to draw by lot one elec-
tor, whose name, country, age, profession, and political and moral qualifications
must be at once made known to the president of the audiencia. After the
names of all the nominees were in his possession, he, jointly with the electors,
had to select by secret ballot three candidates of the highest recognized char-
acter and ability, out c¢f which three the audiencia, presided over by the
governor-general, was to choose the deputy, to whom all the ayuntamientos
must forthwith send their powers and instructions. The deputy, duly pro-
vided with means to journey decorously, was required to embark for Spain,
his yearly pay being fixed at $6,000. Alaman, Hist. Méj., i. 291-2. A later
order of Oct. 6, 1809, required the deputy to be a native of Spanish America
and a resident of the province choosing him; he was not to be the holder of
an; of the chief offices therein, such as governor, intendente, oidor, etec., nor
a debtor to the royal treasury. The right of election was also given to minor
ayuntamientos; and for the choice by plurality from among the candidates of
cities a board was constituted, with two members of the audiencia, two
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On the 3d of March, 1810, the electors assembled in
Guatemala and chose for deputy the colonel of militia,
Manuel José Pavon y Muiioz.” The powers given
him by his constituents were general, but enjoined .
allegiance to the king and permanent connection with
the mother country.

The supreme government, early in 1810, in its anx-
iety to be surrounded by the representatives of the
people, hastened the convocation of cértes extraor-
dinary. Fearing, however, that there might not be
a sufficient number chosen for their timely attendance
at the opening of the session, it apprised the provin-
cial authorities, reiterating the decree a little later,
that deficiencies would be temporarily supplied until
regularly elected deputies presented themselves to
occupy their seats in the chamber. Guatemala, in
common with the rest of America, was unable to send
her deputies in time, and had to be represented at
the inauguration by suplentes, or proxies. These®
were Andrés del Llano, a post-captain, and Colonel
Manuel del Llano. One of the first acts of the eér-
tes™ was to confirm the principle that all the Spanish
dominions possessed the same rights, promising to
enact at an early day laws conducive to the welfare

“of the American portion, and to fix the number and
form of national representation in both continents.

At the suggestion of the diputacion americana, as
the body of American members was called, a general
amnesty for political offences was decreed, with the

canons, and two citizens named by the ayuntamiento. Guat. por Fern. VIL.,
165-6.

10 His competitors were José de Aycinena and Lieut-col Antonio Juarros.

11 He was not to give assent to the transfer of the Spanish dominions to
any foreign power; the nation’s rights must be upheld at all hazards; and
the last drop of blood shed for the catholic religion, and for king and country.

12Feb. 14 and June 26, 1810. Diario Méx., xiii. 549-51.

13 The American suplentes were lawyers or ecclesiastics seeking preferment
at court, or military officers with a long residence there. Alaman, Hist. }M¢j.,
iii., ap. 4; Bustamante, Defensa, 16; Dispos. Varias, ii. fol. 10; Zamacois,
Hist. Méj., viii. 450-1. The second named proxy in Nov. 1811 gave up his
seat to the regularly chosen deputy. Cortes, Diario, 1811, 93.

» 4 Qctober 15, 1810. Alaman, Hist. Mé¢j., iil. 10; Zamacois, Hist. Mé¢j.,
viii. 458-9.
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expectation of its yielding the best results in favor of
peace and conciliation. Promises of reform, and of
better days for Central America, were held out, but
. the provincial government paid little attention to
them. Meanwhile a jealous and restless police con-
stantly watched the movements of suspected persons.
Informers and spies lurked everywhere, seeking for
some one against whom to bring charges.

The promised blessings proved delusive. Instead
of reforms, the people witnessed the installation of a
tribunal de fidehidad, with large powers, for the trial
and punishment of suspected persons.” This court
was short lived, however, being suppressed about-the
middle of the following year, under the order of the
supreme government, dated February 20, 1811.  And
thus Guatemala was kept quiet and apparently loyal,
when the greater part of Spanish America was in
open revolt.

‘Saravia’s rule came to an end on the 14th of March,
1811. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-
general, and appointed by the government at Cddiz
to the command in chief of the forces in Mexico. On
his arrival in Oajaca, the viceroy, who was chagrined
at his powers having been thus curtailed, detained
him at that place. In November 1812, the city be-
ing captured by the independents, Saravia was taken
prisoner and shot.’

The successor of Saravia was Lieutenant-general
José Bustamante y Guerra, appointed by the supreme
council of regency, and soon after confirmed by the
cértes generales extraordinarias. He was a naval

15 Installed June 9, 1810. Its first members were the Spaniards José
Mendez, an artillery officer, Oidor J: oaquin Bernardo Campuzano, and Auditor
de Guerra Joaquin Ibafiez. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 5.

. 1®Saravia died like a soldier, and his fate was deplored even by the ene-
mies of his cause. Hist. Mex., iv. 486, this series. The Mexican writer Bus-
tamante, who was not prone to praise Spanish officers, said of Saravia, ‘hom-
bre de bien, humano, religioso, de un corazon recto, digno de mejor fortuna.’
Cuadro Hist.,ii. 217; Alaman, Hist. Méj., iii. 325. He was accused, how-
ever, though it is believed the charge was slanderous, of having connived at
.sllr;lugglllg;g gy the treasury officials.” The charge appears in Cancelada, Tel.

ex., 107-9.
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officer, and had made several important cruises in the
cause of science,” and latterly had been civil and mili-
tary governor of Montevideo, a position that he filled
efficiently. His zeal against the independents in that
country pointed him out as the one best fitted to re-
tard the independence of Central America. On his ™~
return to Spain from South America he refused to
recognize Joseph Bonaparte.

Bustamante is represented to have been an inflex-
ible, vigilant, and reticent ruler. He lost no time in
adopting stringent measures to check insurrections,
and displayed much tact in choosing his agents and
spies. No intelligent native of the country was free
from mistrust, slight suspicion too often bringing upon
the subject search of domicile, imprisonment, or exile.
He never hesitated to set aside any lenient measures
emanating from the home government in favor of the
suspected, and spared no means that would enable
him, at the expiration of his term, to surrender the
country entire and at peace to his superiors. He was
successful, notwithstanding there were several at-
tempts at secession.

Meanwhile the American representatives had been
permitted to lift their voice in the national councils.
They had called attention to the grievances of their
people. In a long memorial of August 1, 1811, to
the cértes, they had refuted the oft-repeated charge
that the friends of independence in America were or
had been under Napoleonic influence. They set forth
the causes of discontent,”® which they declared was of
. long standing, and called for a remedy. Reference—
was made to Macanar’s memorial to Felipe V.,* where-
in he stated that the Americans were displeased, not

37 One was a cruise round the world under Malaspina, being the next in
rank and commanding the corvette Atrevida. Juarros, Guat., ii., adv. ix.;
Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 6; Zamacois, Hist. Méj., vi. 134; viii. 569;
Los Anales, Sept. 1872, 30; Salv., Diario Ofic., 1874, ap. 1.

18These were restrictions enforced by the crown against agriculture, min-
ing, fisheries, manufactures, and commerce, despotism of rulers, and disre-
gard of the merits of Americans, in keeping them out of public offices. See
Hist. Mezx., iv. 441-67, this series.

¥In the first half of the 18th century.
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so much because they were under subjection to Spain,
as because they were debased and enslaved by the
men sent out by the crown to fill the judicial and
other offices.”

The organic code was finally adopted on the 18th
of March, 1812.2 The instrument consisted of ten
titles, divided into chapters, in their turn subdivided
into sections, and might be considercd in two parts:
1st, general form of government for the whole nation,
namely, a constitutional monarchy; 2d, special plan
for the administration of the Indies.”

In lieu of the old ayuntamientos, which were made
up of hereditary regidores, whose offices might be
transferred or sold, others were created, their mem-
bers to be chosen by electors who had been in their
turn chosen by popular vote. The ayuntamientos
were to control the internal police of their towns,
their funds, public instruction within their respective
localities, benevolent establishments, and local im-
provements. They were to be under the inspection
of a diputacion provincial, formed of seven members,
elected by the above-mentioned electors, in each prov-
ince, under the presidency of the chief civil officer ap-

20Tn the matter of appointments to office, an early royal order prescribed
that American descendants of Spaniards should have the preference for the
position of curate; and yet, during the last thirty years, the most lucrative
curacies were given to European Spaniards.! Of the 170 viceroys that ruled
in America, four only were of American birth, and those were reared or edu-
cated in Spain. Out of 602 captain-generals, governors, and presidents, only
14 were Americans. Of 982 bishops and archbishops, 703 were Europeans,
and 279 creoles. Most of the latter were nominated in early times, when
Europeans were few, navigation difficult, and mitres afforded more work than
money. Guerra, Rev. N. Esp., i. 278-85.

21'We are assured that Antonio Larrazibal, a clergyman, Antonio Juarros,
and José M. Peinado were the chief authors of the instructions for Central
American deputies in Spain. The Central American deputies whose names
were appended to the constitution were: Larrazdbal for Guatemala; José
Ignacio Avila for Salvador; José Francisco Morejon for Honduras; José Anto-
nio Lopez de la Plata for Nicaragua; and Florencio Castillo for Costa Rica.
Cortes, Col. Dec., ii. 158-62; iii. 201-2; Cortes, Diario, 1813, xvii. 240; Pap.
Var., cex. no. 1, 109-17; Const. Polit. Monarg., 1-134. Larrazébal ably de-
fended in the cértes the rights of the Americans, specially of the aborigines,
and above all, the national sovereignty. Ior this, after Fernando VII. re-
turned to Spain in 1814, he was denounced by the absolutists, Conde de
Torre Muzquiz and Marqués de Mata Florida, and confined in a fort in Spain.
Pineda de Mont., in Guat. Recop. Leyes, iii. 348.

2 Mézx., Col. Ley. Fund, 34-91,
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pointed by the king; the chief and the diputacion
were jointly to have the direction of the economical
affairs of the province. No act of either corporation
was final till approved by the national cértes. In
America and Asia, however, owing to great distances,
~ moneys lawfully approprlated might be used with the
assent of the chief civil authority; but a timely re-
port was to be made to the supreme government for
the consideration of the cértes. Such were the chief
wheels in the machinery of provincial and municipal
administration. Now, as to popular rights, equality
of representation in the provinces of the Spanish
peninsula, Asia, and America was fully recognized.
The descendants of Africans were alone deprived of
the rights of citizenship. This exclusion was combated
with forcible arguments by many of the American
deputies setting forth the faithful, efficient services
colored men had repeatedly rendered and were still
rendering to the nation, and their fitness for almost
every position. Many of them, they said, had re-
ceived sacred orders, or had been engaged in other
honorable callings, in which they had made good rec-
ords; besides which, they comprised a considerable
portlon of the useful mining and agricultural popula-
tion. Unfortunately for the negro race, the American
deputies were not all of one mind. TLarrazgbal, from
Guatemala, probably acting both on his own judgment
and on the opinion expressed in 1810 by the real con-
sulado, asserted the black man’s incapacity, advocat-
ing that persons of African blood should be conceded
only the privilege of voting at elections. This motion
was supported by a Peruvian deputy. The peninsular
members favored the admission to full rights of colored
priests, and all colored men serving in the royalist
armies. The measure was lost, however; but the
article as passed authorized the admission to full
political rights, by special acts of the cértes, of colored
men proving themselves worthy by a remarkably vir-
tuous life, good service to the country, talents, or in-
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dustriousness, provided they were born in wedlock,
of fathers who had been born free, married to free-
born wives, and were residents of Spanish possessions,
practising some useful profession and owning property.

Pursuant to the constitution, the cértes ordered,
May 28, 1812, clections for members to the ordinary
cértes of 1813.%

The constitution was received at Guatemala on
the 10th of September, 1812, proclaimed on the 24th,
and its support solemnly sworn to by the authorities
and people on the 3d of November, with great satis-
faction and evidences of loyalty. Gold and silver
medals were struck off to commemorate the event.*

The installation of the cértes took place, with the
apparent approval of Guatemala. The president,
members of the audiencia, and other dignitaries who
had thriven under absolutism, looking on Americans
as ‘our colonists,” became at once liberals and con-
stitutionalists, pretending to recognize the wisdom of
the national congressin declaring that the Americans
were no longer colonists, but citizens of one common
country. Their manifestation of September 15,1812,
was followed three days after by one from the ayun-
tamiento of Guatemala to Deputy Larrazgbal, in the
same strain, suggesting the creation of a board ad-

#The junta preparatoria, Nov. 12, 1812, designated only 12 deputies to the
Spanish cértes from Central America (Chiapas included), based on the inac-
curate census of 1778, which gave the whole country—with 101,506 for Chia-
pas—949,015 inhabitants in 881 towns. It was fixed that the 12 provinces of
Guatemala, Chimaltenango, Quezaltenango, Ciudad Real de Chiapas, Vera
Paz, San Salvador, San Miguel, Chiquimula, Sonsonate, Leon, Costa Rica,
and Comayagua should each choose one deputy; and Guatemala, Ciudad Real,
Leon, and Comayagua the four suplentes. Only two diputaciones provin-
ciales were at first established, one in Guatemala and one in Leon. CUdrtes,
Act. ord., i. 1813, Oct. 12, 62; Mendez, Mem. in Pap. Var., cexv. no. 17, 16—
17; Conder’s Mez. and Guat., ii. 310; Modern Traveller’s Mex. and Guat., ii.
309-10. Later, under the constitutional régime, Chiapas was represcnted in
the Spanish cértes, and had a diputacion provincial. Larrainzar, Discurso,
12. In 1812 a census was formed to ascertain how many deputies Chiapas
should have in the cortes. Pineda, in Soc. Mex. Qeog. Boletin, iii. 400.

* Quezaltenango had already, by its ayuntamiento of Aug. 12, 1812, ex-
pressed approval of the provisions of the instrument, promising%oyal obedience
to it. In Honduras Gov. Juan Antonio Tornos granted leave for the ercction
of a monument in the plaza of Comayagua, which was carried out. Cdries
Diario, ii., March 17, 18, 1822
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visory to the cértes, on the reino de Guatemala legis-
lation.

After the fall of Oajaca during the Mexican war of
independence, the patriot chief Morelos regarded the
rear of his military operations as secure. Sympathiz-
ing messages had reached him from men of weight in
Guatemala, which lulled him into the belief that at-
tack need not be apprehended from this quarter. To
Ignacio Rayon he wrote: “Good news from Guate-
mala; they have asked for the plan of government,
and I'll send them the requisite information.” It was
all a mistake. His cause had friends in Central
America, and enemies likewise. Among the most
prominent of the latter were Captain-general Busta-
mante and Archbishop Casaus. The ecclesiastic, with
a number of Spanish merchants from Oajaca who had
sought refuge in Guatemala, prompted the general,
then anxious to avenge the execution of his pre-
decessor, to fit out an expedition, invade Oajaca, and
harass the insurgents even at the gates of the city.

About 700 men, mostly raw recruits, were accord-
ingly put in the field, early in 1813, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-colonel Dambrini, a man of
little ability and unsavory record, and crossed the
line into Tehuantepec. Dambrini could not aban-
don his money-making propensities; and having been
led to believe he would encounter but little or no
resistance, took along a large quantity of merchandise
for trading. On the 25th of February a small in-
surgent force was captured in Niltepec, and Dambrini
had its commander, together with a Dominican priest
and twenty-eight others, shot the next day. This was
the usual treatment of prisoners by both belligerents.
But on April 20th the Guatemalans were flanked and
routed at Tonald by the enemy under Matamoros.
Dambrini fled, and his men dispersed, leaving in the
victors’ possession their arms, ammunition, and Dam-
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brini’s trading goods. The fugitives were pursued
some distance into Guatemalan territory.*

Germs of independence, as I have said, were fos-
tered in secret by the more intelligent, and slowly
began to develop, the movement being hastened by a
few enthusiasts who were blind to the foolhardiness
of their attempt. The government tried all means to
keep the people in ignorance of the state of affairs in
Mexico and South America, and when unsuccessful,
would represent the royalist army as victorious. Other
more questionable devices were also resorted to.

Undue restraint and ill treatment, as practised un-
der the stringent policy of Bustamante, soon began
to produce effects. Restiveness and despair seized a
portion of the people; the hopes for a government
more consonant with the spirit of the age, which had
been held out from Spain, evaporated. Men were
unwilling to live longer under the heel of despotism;
and the more high-spirited in Salvador and Nicaragua
resolved to stake their fortunes upon a bold stroke
for freedom. It was, indeed, a rash step, undertaken
without concert, and almost without resources. It
could but end as it did at every place where a revo-
lutionary movement was initiated.

Matfas Delgado and Nicolds Aguilar, curates of
San Salvador, Manuel and Vicente Aguilar, Juan

#Some authors give the 19th as the date of this defeat. Alaman, Hist.
Mé¢j., iii. 343—4; Bustamante, Cuad. Hist., ii. 269-73; Zamacois, Hist. M¢j.,
ix. 9-10, 110-11. The last-named aunthority asserts that Dambrini again
invaded and took the town of Tehuantepec, February 1814. During the
revolutionary wars of Mexico, Chiapas, owing to her isolated position, was
not a seat of war; and even when Morelos’ troops from Oajaca visited Tonal4,
as above stated, there was no resistance. This country enjoyed peace during
the fgguggle in New Spain. Larrainzar, Chiapas, in Soc. Mex. Geog. Boletin,
111, o

% Letters were constantly sent to the Spanish government, and to private
persons, which were published in the newspapers friendly to the Spanish
cause, representing the independents as banditti and murderers, and the
Spaniards as exemplars of moderation. It was the emissaries of Bonaparte
who had induced the Americans to rebel, they said. Trumped-up miracles
and punishments from heaven, anathemas, and every means suggested by foul
fanaticism were used to make the friends of freedom odious. Archbishop
Casaus granted 80 days’ indulgences to Guatemalans not participating in the
revolutionary movements of Mexico. Puerto, Convite, pt iii., 2-3.
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Manuel Rodriguez, and Manuel José Arce were the
first to strike the blow for Central American indepen-
dence. Their plan was carried into execution on the
5th of November, 1811, by the capture of 3,000 new
muskets, and upwards of $200,000 from the royal
treasury at San Salvador. They were supported by
a large portion of the people of the city, and in
Metapan, Zacatecoluca, Usulutan, and Chalatenango.
But other places in the province of Salvador, namely,
San Miguel, Santa Ana, San Vicente, and Sonsonate,
renewed their pledges of fealty to the government,
declaring the movement for freedom a sacrilege.”

The promoters of the revolt, which'had been started
in the king’s name, became disheartened and gave up
further effort, and with the dismissal of the intendente,
Antonio Gutierrez Ulloa, and other officials, peace was
soon restored. San Salvador had been quiet without
other government than that of alcaldes during the
disturbance.

Upon the receipt of the news of these occurrences,
Bustamante despatched Colonel José de Aycinena
with ample powers to take charge of the intendencia,
and restore quiet. e had been getting troops ready
to send down, but by the mediation of the ayunta-
miento of Guatemala he had suspended preparations,
and had adopted the former course. A member of
that body, José Maria Peinado, was associated with
Aycnena.® They reached San Salvador on the 3d

of Deccember, amid the acclamations of the fickle pop-

%1 The invitations sent the people of San Miguel to cooperate were burned
in the plaza by the hands of the public executioner. Nor were these towns
left without the usual cheap reward of monarchs. San Miguel received the
title of *‘muy noble y leal;’ San Vicente was made a city, which title was con-
firmed Jan. 15, 1812, According to Juarros, Guat. (Lond. ed., 1823), 257,
many noble families dwelt in the place, and among' its founders were some
descendants of Gonzalo and Jorge Alvarado, brothers of Pedro, the conqueror.
Santa Ana was raised to the rank of villa. The parish priests of the several
places were promoted to be canons of the chapter of Guatemala. Cdrtes,
Diario, 1812, xiv. 38, 167; Marure, Bosq. Ilist. Cent. Am., 1. 8.

*8The archbishop sent priests to preach against the insurgents. Jlarure,
Bosq. IHist. Cent, Am., i. 9. Bustamante, Cuadro Ilist., ii. 270, says that
the whole country would have been driven into rebellion but for the advice of
the able secretary of government, Alejandro Ramirez.

s gL R
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ulace; their presence and the exhortations of the
missionaries checked all revolutionary symptoms.
The authors of the revolt were leniently treated
under a general amnesty.” Peinado was a short time
after appointed Aycinena’s successor as acting inten-
dente.”

Another and a still more serious attempt at revo-
lution, which may be called a sequel to that of Salva-
dor, had its beginning in the town of Leon, Nicaragua,
on the 13th of December, 1811, when the people
deposed the intendente, José Salvador. This action
was seconded on the 22d at Granada, where the
inhabitants, at a meeting in the municipal hall, de-
manded the retirement of all the Spanish officials.
The insurgents, on the 8th of January, 1812, by a
coup-de-main captured Fort San Cédrlos. The officials
fled to Masaya. Villa de Nicaragua—the city of
Rivas in later times—and other towns at once adopted
the same course.

Early in 1812, after the first excitement had be-
come somewhat allayed, a board of government was
organized in Leon, the members of which were Fran-
cisco Quifiones, Domingo Galarza, C4rmen Salazar,
and Basilio Carrillo. Bishop I'ray Nicolds Gareia
Jerez was recognized as gobernador intendente by
all the towns, and his authority was only limited in
one point, namely, he was in no way to favor the de-
posed officials. The people of Granada resolved to
send two deputies to the board.®

# Aycinena was, on the 7th of Feb., 1812, made by the Spanish cértes a
councillor of state, and in Aug. 1813, entered upon his duties at Cddiz. Cdrtes,
Diario, 1812, xvi. 16; 1813, xxii. 216. According to Zamacois, the appoint-
ment was made only after the adoption of the constitution; it is possible that
the appointment was then renewed or confirmed. Hist. M¢j., viii. 557; Ayon,
Apuntes, 15-16; Rev. Cent. Am., 2-3; Salv., Diario Ofic., Feb. 11, 1875;
Valois, Mex., 213-16.

80In 1813 he was elected a deputy to the Spanish cértes, but declined the
position on account of ill health. Cdrtes, Diario, 1813, xxii. 216.

1 A person writing from Guatemala, and referring to a document issued
August 1811, in secret session held in London by 33 Spanish Americans,
after registering his disapproval of its purpose, positively asserted that the
masses were well disposed, fond of peace, and respectful to authority, if some
agent of Satan did not turn their heads and make them believe they were
superior beings, who needed no ruler over them. Cancelada, Tel. Mex., 438.
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The royal officials at Masaya having called for
assistance from Guatemala, Bustamante had 1,000
or more troops placed there under command of Sar-
gento Mayor Pedro Gutierrez. The people of Leon
had ere this accepted an amnesty from Bishop Jerez,
and thereafter took no part in movements against the
crown. Granada, more firm of purpose, resolved upon
defence; caused intrenchments to be built to guard
all avenues leading to the plaza, and mounted thereon
twelve heavy cannon. A royalist force, under José
M. Palomar, on the 21st of April approached Granada
to reconnoitre, and reached the plazuela de Jalteva.®
Early in the morning he opened a brisk fire on the
town, and kept it up for several hours. After a par-
ley, next day the citizens agreed to surrender, on Gu-
tierrez solemnly pledging the names of the king and
Bustamante, as well as his own, that they should in
no wise be molested. But after the royal troops were
allowed to enter the city on the 28th, Bustamante,
ignoring the solemn guarantees pledged by kis subor-
dinate, ordered the arrest and prosecution of the
leaders. The governor accordingly named Alejandro
Carrascosa fiscal to prosecute the conspirators of
Granada. The proceedings occupied two years, at
the end of which the fiscal called for, and the court
granted, the confiscation of the estates, in addition to
the penalties awarded to those found guilty. Sixteen
of the prisoners, as heads of the rebellion, were sen-
tenced to be shot, nine were doomed to the chain-
gang for life, and 133 to various terms of hard labor.®

32 Before the attack the city was visited by Father Benito Soto, as pacifi-
cator and commissioner from the bishop governor. He tried to fulfil his
mission without degrading his countrymen; but seeing the object of the war
was to crush liberal Americans, he made common cause with the Granadinos.
Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 11-12. Ayon, Apuntes, 17, gives the at-
tack as occurring in August, which is an error.

8 Miguel Lacayo, Telésforo and Juan Argiiello, Manuel Antonio de la
Cerda, Joaquin Chamorro, Juan Cerda, Francisco Cordero, José D. Espinosa,
Leon Molina, Cleto Bendaiia, Vicente Castillo, Gregorio Robledo, Gregorio
Bracamonte, Juan D. Robledo, Francisco Gomez, and Manuel Parrilla were
to suffer death. Among those sentenced to hard labor for,life were Juan Es-

pinosa, the adelantado of Costa Rica, Diego Montiel, and Pio Argiicllo. 4yon,
Apuntes, 17-18; Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 1. 12-14; Lev. Cent. Am., 3.
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The sentence of death was not carried out, however.
The condemned were taken to Guatemala, and thence
transported to Spain, where the majority died as ex-
iles. Four others were removed as convicts to Omoa
and Trujillo. The survivors were finally released by
a royal order of June 25, 1817.*

The conduct of the Leonese in leaving Granada to
bear alone the consequences of the revolution had, as
I remarked, a bad effect upon the country.*® From
that time dates a bitter feeling between Leon and
Granada, and between Managua and Masaya on the
one part and Granada on the other.*

Notwithstanding the existing grievances and the
generally depressed condition of business, the people
did not fail to respond to the calls from the home gov-
ernment upon all parts of the Spanish dominions for
pecuniary aid to meet the enormous expenses of the

% Ope of them, Manuel Antonio de la Cerda, refused to accept the pardon
unless coupled with leave to prefer charges against Bustamante. But an
influential friend of the general’s prevented its being granted, and Cerda, to
get out of the country, escaped on a vessel bound to Sweden; thence he went
to Cuba, and lived there several years under an assumed name. Los Anales,
Sept. 1, 1872, 30. The noted Nicaraguan statesman, Tomfis Ayon, justly
bewails the seeming ingratitude of some of his country’s writers in saying
that Nicaragua’s independence had cost nothing. The history of that period,
1811-21, it is true, records no bloody fields, no brilliant feats of arms; butit
presents an array of victims to the cause, of men who sacrificed their lives,
liberty, and fortunes to secure their country’s freedom; and these sacrifices,
Ayon claims, should be remembered, and the sufferers’ memory held in rev-
crence. Apuntes, 18. Squier, in Travels, ii. 378, speaks of a suppressed
revolution in Leon in 1815, giving that city the whole credit of the first im-
pulse to liberal sentiment in Central America. There was no such movement
in that year, and he probably had reference to that of 1811, though to Salva-
dor certainly belongs the honor of the first attempt for independence. Pim’s
Gate of the Pac., 38, prints the same error.

85 More empty rewards for Leon. In 1812 the cértes acceded to the bishop’s
petition for the creation of a university in this town. It was long delayed,
however. Theayuntamiento had conferred on it the title of ‘muy noble y leal;’
and that of Nueva Segovia was similarly honored. The dean of Nicaragua
was much commended in the cértes, Aug. 1813, for his loyal and judicious
conduct. Cdrtes, Diario, 1811-12, xi. 198; 1813, xvii. 247, xxi. 45-6; Cortes,
Col. Dec., ii. 47-8, iii. 177; Juarros, Guat. (Lond. ed., 1823), 335-8; DBelly,
Nic., i. 227; Conders’ Mez. and Guat., ii. 309. Bishop Jerez had written the
captain-general a warm letter on behalf of the Leonese, for whom he had a
special predilection, and said, ‘Si me desterrasen un Leones dejo de ser obispo.’
Perez, Biog. Sacasa, 7. 3

% This bitterness originated bloody wars, and did much harm to Nicara-
%Zé ggwi Cent. Am., 3; Ayon, Apuntes, 15, 18-19; Registro Ofic., Nov, 21,

, 381,
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war against Napoleon’s forces, and other pressing de-
mands. In 1812 there were collected and remitted
as donations $43,588. The citizens of San Salvador
also agreed to give $12,000 for 1812, and an equal
sum in 18138, if they could obtain a certain reform for
the benefit of indigo-planters.”

We have seen how the first steps toward indepen-
dence failed. Nor could any other result have been
expected from the degraded condition, sociallyy and
intellectually, of the masses. The people were can-
trolled by fanaticism, in abject submission to king and
clergy. Absurd doctrines and miracles were impli-
citly believed in; and every effort made to draw the
ignorant people out of that slough was in their judg-
ment treason and sacrilege, a violation of the laws of
God, an attempt to rob the king of his rights; certain
to bring on a disruption of social ties, and the wrath
of heaven. The lower orders had been taught that
freedom signified the reign of immorality and crime,
while fealty to the sovereign was held a high virtue.
Hence the daily exhibitions of humble faithfulness,
the kneeling before the images of the monarch and
before their bishops, and the more substantial proof
of money gifts to both church and crown.®

87 The $43,538 went on the ship Venganza to C4diz, and the arrival was
announced, Feb. 15, 1813, to the cértes by the deputies of Guatemala. Cories,
Diario, 1813, xvii. 239-40.

3 Marure, on the authority of the Gaceta de Quatemala, xiii. no. 112, and
xiv. no. 191, assures us that nearly one and a half million dollars had been
remitted by Central America to Spain, from donations and other sources, to
cancel royal warrants. Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 18. This work, that I have
occasion to quote so often, bears the title Bosquejo Histdrico de las Revolu-
ciones de Ceniro América desde 1811 haste 1834. Itsauthor, Alejandro Marure,
who was a professor of history and geography in the university of Guatemala,
and otherwise a prominent citizen, issued in Guatemala his 1st volume, sm.
4to, 295 pp., witlli) designs on the frontispiece, in 1837; containing events to
1826 only. The publication of the other two volumes, it is understood, he
was obliged to withhold by order of his government. Montufar, Reseiia,
Hist. Cent. Am., i., preface pp. iii. and iv., tells us the circulation of the 2d
vol. was not allowed; ‘un solemne auto de fé devoré la edicion entera.’ One
copy escaped, however, from which another edition was printed in later years.
It scathes the so-called conservative party, more properly entitled to the
appellations of fanatical and servile, for the infamous acts of its men that for
many years misgoverned the country. 1Its contents have been fully used by
Montufar. The 3d volume has not been published, and the author’s heirs

Hist. CENT. AM., VoL, III. 2
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The first efforts on behalf of emancipation were not
wholly lost, as they led to definitive results in the near
future. The nextattempts also met with failure, and
brought upon their authors the heavy hand of Busta-
mante. The first one, in 1818, was known as the
Betlen conspiracy, which derived its name from the
convent where the conspirators usually assembled.
Much importance was given: to this affair by the gov-
ernment and the loyalists. The meetings were pre-
sided over by the sub-prior Fray Ramon de la Con-
cepcion, and were sometimes held in his cell, and at
others in the house of Cayetano Bedoya, under the
direction of Tomds Ruiz, an Indian.®®* All were sworn
to secrecy, and yet the government suspected the
plot, and arrested some persons who had the weakness
to divulge the plan and the names of their associates.®

The conspirators, all of whom were men of charac-
ter and good standing, soon found themselves in prison,
excepting José Francisco Barrundia, who remained
concealed six years, and afterward was one of the
most prominent statesmen of Central America. Ma-
jor Antonio del Villar was commissioned fiscal to
prosecute the prisoners. He spared no one in his
charges, and managed to bring into the meshes of the

long refused to allow any one to see the manuscript. This work furnishes
an interesting account of political affairs in Guatemala from the first attempt
at separation from the mother country in 1811 to its accomplishment in 1821,
from an American standpoint; the intrigues by which Central America swas
yoked to Iturbide’s Mexican empire, and subsequent events culminating in
the second and final enforcement of independence, followed by the organiza-
tion of the federal government; rupture between Guatemala and the general
government, and victory of the latter; church and military affairs; intrigues
of parties; authorities being freely quoted to sustain statements. The author
does not enter into much detail on military operations, but is quite full in his
description of party workings, which affords a clear understanding of their
antagonistic interests. Under the title of Efemérides de los hechos notables. . .
de Centro América, the same writer gave to the press at Guatemala, in 1844,
a 12mo of 77 pp., furnishing a very brief synopsis of the chief events that
occurred from 1821 to 1842, with tabular lists; quite useful as a chronology.

* Among the implicated were a number of military officers whose role was
to win over the troops, and gain possession of their arms.

“0'The plan was to seize Bustamante, Auditor de Guerra Ibafiez, Archbishop
Casaus, and all the high military officers; after which the Granadan prisoners
were to be liberated, and the country’s independence proclaimed. The royal
officials chose to add that the parties had harbored ‘incendiary and horrible
schemes of plunder and devastation.’
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prosecution several persons who were innocent.# On
the 18th of September, 1814, he asked the military
court for the penalty of death, by garrote, against
Ruiz, Victor Castrillo, José Francisco Barrundia pro
contumacia, and Joaquin Ytudice, who were hidalgos;
and the same penalty, by hanging, against the sub-
prior and ten others who were plebeians.®? Ten years
of hard labor in the chain-gang of the African posses-
sions, and a life exile from America, were pronounced
upon others against whom no guilt was proved. The
prisoners were all set free, however, in 1819, under a
royal order of the 28th of July, 1817. ,
Among the men regarded as the most dangerous,
and strongly suspected of being the real managers of
the Betlen plot, was Mateo Antonio Marure, who
had been confined two years in a dungeon for the
part he took in the disturbances of 1811.° DBusta-
tamante dreaded his presence in Guatemala, and in
1814 despatched him as a prisoner to the supreme
council of regency in Spain, with his reasons for this
measure. After recounting the Betlen affair, and
naming Marure as the real instigator and manager of

1 Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 16; Eomero, Bosq. Hist., 42; Mem.
Hist. Cent. Am., 2, 3.

42 Julian Ibarra, Andrés Dardon, Manuel de San Jos¢, Manuel Yot. The
names of the other six donotappear. Pineda de Mont., in Guat., Recop. Leyes,
iii, 347-8; Rodriguez, Problema Hist., in Salv., Diario Ofic., 1875, Apr. 1 and
May 23. The author of Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 7, who was evidently blinded
by prejudice against Barrundia and against the cause, says that the latter
lost credit for %eing mixed up in the Betlen affair with ‘hombres sin luces,
sin crédito, y sin costumbres;’ and forfeited the character for firmness he
had held in public estimation by needlessly petitioning for a pardon when he
had not been imprisoned, and could at any time have left the country with-
out risk. Lorenzo Montdfar, a statesman and writer, tells us, in rebuttal,
that these men were of good intelligence and position; that Barrundia’s peril
was imminent all the time of his concealment, and as only Spanish vessels
visited the ports, it would have been risky to attempt escape upon one of
them. Moreover, it was impossible to foresee when independence would be
attained. Under the circumstances, Barrundia had to ask for pardon when
he could get it. Costa R., Gaceta, Sept. 2, 1854. Villar, the prosecuting offi-
cer, became notorious in 1817 for cruelties and wanton murders of unfortunate
inhabitants of Peten-Itza, when he was commandant there. Fajardo, Inf...
al Min. de Rel., Campeche, 1828, sm. 4to, 17 pp.

8 He was the father of Alejandro Marure, born in Guatemala, and one
who had attained a respectable rank in letters, at a very early age, in his coun-
try. At the time he began to figure in its political affairs he was a master of
philosophy. Bosg. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 14-15.



20 LAST DAYS OF SPANISH RULE.

it, he adds that the conspirators counted on him as a
fearless man to carry it out, and that his bold language
and writings rendered his sojourn in America a con-
stant menace to Spanish interests.

Another and a worse planned attempt at revolution
than the one of 1811 occurred in Salvador in 1814.
The government quelled it, and the promoters were
arrested, Manuel José Arce suffering an imprisonment
of several years.

The reader’s attention is now called to matters con-
cerning the capitanfa general of Guatemala, which
occupied the government both here and in Europe
immediately before King Fernando’s coup-d’état.

Bustamante, evidently hostile to constitutional gov-
ernment, and loath to suffer readily any curtailment
of his quasi-autocratic powers, proclaimed, under the
pressure of necessity, the national constitution, and
permitted elections under it; but between this and
allowing the diputaciones provinciales and ayunta-
mientos free action under the fundamental law, there
was a wide chasm. He had no intention of tamely
submitting to such innovations, whatever might be
said of their merits in the abstract. In the first
place, he postponed for three whole months the in-
stallation of the diputacion, and when it was installed,
refused to honor the event with a high mass and te
deum, which would have been the proper thing to do.
Such a recognition of the importance of the diputa-
cion might have shaken the faith of the populace in a
one-man power. IHe next insisted on the diputacion
having its sittings at the government house, where it
would be at his mercy. He treated the body disre-
spectfully in several ways* and as he could not make

# Arce began to figure in the rebellion of 1811. After the organization of
the federal régime he was the first constitutional president of the republic.
Rev. Cent. Am., 3; Salv., Diario Ofic., 1875, Feb. 13.

5In disregard of the rank and standing of the ‘excelentisima diputacion,’
he would append only his media firma, or surname, to its decrees and docu-
nients, when he should have used his name and surname—a serious breach of
<tiquette in those times.
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it subservient to his will, tried by all means in his
power to destroy its influence and usefulness. Infact,
he looked upon it as a mere consultative corporation,
whose advice he might ask for or not, as suited his
fancy. Lastly, he would not permit the acts of the
diputacion to be published; and for the matter of
that, there was no liberty of the press.

These complaints were laid before the national
cortes* for redress, coupled with a petition that the
royal authority should remove Bustamante from office.
But grievances were unredressed, and their author
continued wielding power in the country several years
more. Indeed, this was not to be wondered at. The
Spanish government had rarely, if ever, shown incli-
nation to do justice to the ruled against the high
rulers it placed over them, or to punish the despotic
acts of the latter. Residencias had of late become
mere matters of form. If the complainants had
wealth and influence at court, they might obtain the
recall of the ruler obnoxious to them, but no other
punishment. The prestige of authority must be up-
held; such was the principle acted upon.” Guate-
mala was finally relieved of Bustamante’s hated rule
on the 28th of March, 1818. ‘

The people of Central America, like the rest of the
Spanish dominions, were soon invited to another view
in the political kaleidoscope. Fernando VII., upon

46 The chamber now had but a short time to live. Manuel Micheo had
presented his credentials in Jan. 1814, and been admitted to his seat as dep-
uty from Chimaltenango, Guatemala. Luis Aguirre’s claim to admission was
referred back on the petition of citizens of Chiquimula for his election to be
declared null, Cories, Act. ord., 1814, Jan. 21, 1. 487, March 20, ii. 121.

4 Several accusations had been preferred hitherto against Bustamante; all
remained unheeded, so far as it ever became known. One more was that of
Juan Argiiello of Granada, in Nicaragua, who charged the governor with un-
just treatment of him in 1814, and demanded his trial and punishment. This
case was before the cértes Oct. 20, 1820. But as the second constitutional
epoch was so short-lived, Argiiello’s demand for justice had no better result
than preceding ones. A memorial of the ayuntamiento of Guatemala, on the
political condition of the province, expressing fear that the harshness ex-
tended to men for political opinions might lead to evil consequences, and
asking for the pardon of prisoners, was presented March 24, 1814, to the
cértes. It was referred to a committee, and that was all the action taken,
till the king in 1817 granted an amnesty. Cdrtes, Act. ord., March 24, 1814,
ii. 152; Id., Diario, Oct. 20, 1820, ix. 4.
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his release by Napoleon a few months after the treaty
of Valencay,® returned to Spain without delay, and
on arriving at Valencia, issued his manifesto ot May
4, 1814, setting aside the constitution, and assumin
the authority of an absolute sovereign. He did this
with fair promises, which he carried out when and
how it suited him.* Among many decrees issued by
the monarch soon after, which were of interest to
Central America, was one enjoining on the archbishop
and bishops to see that their subordinates did their
duty faithfully, and entertained only wholesome
opinions. No associations or leagues were to be
tolerated which might lead to a disturbance of the
public peace; in other words, liberty and constitutional
government were not to be thought of.® Another
decree of June 17th, demanded of the deputies from
America having in their possession petitions from
their constituents to lay them before the royal gov-
ernment, in order that they might be acted upon.
Several measures for the protection of morals and the
advancement of civilization were also enacted.

4 Concluded Dec. 11, 1813.

4 Upon the news of the king's acts becoming known in Guatemala, the
archbishop and his clergy, and the other authorities, offered thanks to God for
his release and restoration to the throne. Juarros, Guat., ii., adv. xil.

% The pope lent his support with an encyclical letter of Aug. 15, 1814,
against freemasonry and other secret societies, which was published June 2,

1815. All persons affiliating in such organizations were required to sever
their connection with them. Fern. VII., Decretos, 27-32. = -
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INDEPENDENCE ACHIEVED.
1818-1821.

PRESIDENT CARLOS URRUTIA—HIS LIBERAL VIEWS—COLOMBIAN ASSAULTS
—SpanisE CoNSTITUTION RESTORED—THE (GAzISTAS, OR Bacos—THE
Cacos—JoSf DEL VALLE—PEDRO MOLINA—LIBERAL INSTITUTIONS—
EXTENT OF THE POLITICAL GOVERNMENT-—ECCLESIASTICAL ADMINISTRA-
TION—WORK OF AMERICAN DEPUTIES—PARTY EXCITEMENT IN GUATE-
MALA—URRUTIA DELEGATES HIS POWERS-—SUBSTITUTE PRESIDENT
GAvINO GAINZA—CHIAPAS AND HER (FOVERNMENT-—SHE SECEDES FROM
Spaix AND JoINS THE MEXICAN EMPIRE—GUATEMALA DECLARES FOR
INDEPENDENCE—JUNTA GUBERNATIVA—CONVOCATION OF A CONGRESS.

Successor to Bustamante in the position of gov-
ernor, president, and captain-general, in March 1818,
was Lieutenant-general Cdrlos Urrutia,’ knight grand
cross of the military order of San Hermenegildo,
which entitled him to be called excelent{simo sefior.
It was a difficult position. The country was at peace,
it is true, but a political volcano was at work, and no
one could foretell when the upheaval of revolution
might occur,? letting loose the elements of destruction,
as had happened in other parts of Spanish America.
However, another constitutional term under the
Spanish monarch was about being inaugurated, and
this fact helped to bring on definitive results.

1 A native of Habana, Cuba. He had filled several high offices, the last
being that of governor of Santo Domingo. Juarros, Guat., ii., adv. ix.-x.; Salv.,
Diario Ofic., Apr. 1, 1875, 4.

3Convulsions of nature had been constantly occurring in Quezaltenango
during two months, which greatly alarmed the population. On the 17th of
Jan., 1818, a hill on the south of the town burst open and threw out enormous
quantities of ashes, covering the whole country, even to the distance of 35
leagues, and flames were occasionally seen. Cdzar, Carta, in Noticioso Gen.,

March 16, 1818, 4
(23)
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Urratia was a man of experience, with a well-bal-
anced mind, whose political opinions leaned to the
side of progress. He would have been well adapted
to guide the course of events in Central America had
it not been for the infirmities of old age. (Guatemala,
being as yet under the sway of Spain, was open to
attack from the enemies of that government, or at
least, to such action as they might adopt in aid of the
disaffected portion of the people to secure their coun-
try’s independence. The latter was the plan of the
Colombian insurgents in fitting out a combined sea
and land expedition to operate against the ports of
Omoa and Trujillo in 1820.°

On the 21st of April the watch-tower at Capiro,
in Trujillo, announced the approach of a Colombian
flotilla of small vessels from the windward. The gar-
rison, commanded by José M. Palomar, at once made
preparations for emergencies. The flotilla, consisting
of two brigantines, four large and as many small
schooners, one felucca, and one sloop, under Com-
modore Aury, sailed in at two o’clock,*and despatched
a boat to shore to demand the surrender of the place
within one hour. Nothing further was done on that
day, however; but early the next morning the flotilla
moved toward the mouth of the Guaimoreto, and after
reconnoitering the defences, opened a bombardment
with ball and grape-shot on the intrenchment and
demolished it, which compelled the defenders to fall
back. The assailants landed 400 men and 15 horses,
and advanced against the garrison, meeting with a
repulse at the fourth parapet. The garrison retreated
to the fifth line, at which the enemy was a second
time driven back. The vessels fired broadside upon
broadside on the shore batteries, which were warmly
returned. The bombardment was kept up from nine

* The Spanish official account published by the government of Guatemala,
May 1 and 13, 1820, and copied in the Gaceta of Mex. of June 17th, same
year, has it that the attempt resulted in the discomfiture of the assailants.

*The commander’s ship hoisted a flag with two blue bars and a white one
between them showing an escutcheon.
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A. M. till two p. M., when the flotilla retired out of reach
of the batteries. A portion of the land force then
attempted to enter the town by the rear of it, but
was detected and compelled to retire. Tarly in the
morning of the 23d, the invading troops returned to
the vessels, leaving their horses; and soon afterward
the flotilla put to sea, each vessel firing a broadside,
on passing Point Castilla, against the watch-tower.
During the night of the 24th the Colombian vessels
dropped out of sight.®* On the 25th the flotilla ap-
peared off Omoa, and for several days was making
attempts to effect a landing, which being unsuccessful,
it retired on the 6th of May, after setting fire to the
larger brig, which had been damaged by the fire from
the town.

Fernando VII., under compulsion, restored the con-
stitution of 1812 throughout his dominions. On the
9th of March, 1820, he swore to support it, and the
next day issued a manifesto conveying an apology for
having set it aside in 1814, and giving plausible reasons
for his present change of mind. On the 11th of April
he issued another manifesto, addressed to the people
of America, expressing sorrow at not having sooner
reinstated the constitutional government. In another
decree of April 15th he restores to full force and vigor
all decrees of the cértes, both the extraordinary and
ordinary, for the better government and progress of
the provinces in America.

It seems that Brigadier Gavino Gainza, appointed
sub-inspector-general of the forces in Central America,
was commissioned to bring out the royal proclamations
and decrees for the reinstatement of the constitution,
and of the laws which were passed under it by the
cértes. There is nothing to show the precise time of
his arrival in Guatemala, but it will suffice to statc

5The Spanish official account sets the enemy’s casualties at 40 killed and
wouncdad on shore; those on board could not be ascertained. The Spanish
loss is given at one killed and two wounded.



26 INDEPENDENCE ACHIEVED.

that the diputacion provincial was installed at the
capital on the 13th of July.

At a preparatory sitting of the cértes, on the 26th
of June, 1820, Juan N. San Juan and José Sacasa
were present as representatives from Guatemala, and
on the 2d of August Juan N. Tuero, or Fuero, pre-
sented his credentials as a deputy elected from Chi-
apas for the cértes of 1815-16, which body he found
closed on arriving in Spain at the end of 1814.° The
necessity of such a diputacion was ably discussed in
the cértes on the 30th of April, 1821, by Deputy
Hermosilla, seconded by Deputy Milla, both support-
ing the report of the committee on the subject. On
the 17th of June the chamber was officially informed
of the installation of the diputacion, and commended
its patriotic labors.”

The ‘junta suprema de censura,” created to adjudi-
cate upon alleged offences against the law regulating
the press, had, on the 9th of August, 1820, nomi-
nated, and the cértes confirmed, the members of the
junta de censura for Guatemala.®

The reéstablishment of the constitutional régime
under such favorable circumstances soon brought into
life two great parties that for a long time bore the re
spective names of Gazista, or Baco, and Caco. The
gazista, with José del Valle as its leader,” was made

8 Cértes, Diario, 1820, ii. 19; Apr. 30, 1821, extra, xvi. 15-16; Id., Act.
Pib,, i., June 26, 1820, 6; Aug. 2, 1820, 2.

TA congratulatory address from the newly created corporation was re-
ceived with marks of satisfaction. Cdrtes, Diario, June 17, 1821, xxii. 6.

8 From the ecclesiastic state, Juan José Batres and José Marfa Alvarez,
with Pedro Ruiz de Bustamante for a substitute. From the secular class,
Pedro Molina, José Barrundia, and Lic. Venancio Lopez. Secular substi-
tutes, licenciados Francisco Javier Barrutia, Felipe Neri del Barrio. Cdrtes,
Diario, 1820, ii. 228-9.

9 A native of Choluteca, in Honduras. Rev. Cent. Am., 1. He was auditor
de guerra. Valle was undoubtedly an able man; a speech of his on equality
before the law is spoken of with high commendation. Observ. de la Rep.
Mez., ii., Oct. 3, 1827, 128-33. Subsequently was a deputy to the imperial
congress of Mexico, and when Iturbide was on the eve of succumbing under
the blows of the republicans, he appointed Valle his minister of state, which
office ceased with the fall of the empire. Valle returned to Guatemala and
figured 'frominently in the government. In 1826-29 he was a federal deputy,

and died on the 2d of March, 1834, soon after being elected president of the
republic. The assembly on the 21st of March of the same year decreed honors
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up of Spaniards and artisans. The cacos recognized
as their chieftain José Maria Delgado.”® Their party
was composed of members of the nobility, and of the
men calling themselves independents. This party
from the first aspired to independence, and its candi-
dates were taken from the independent wing at the
election of deputies and other officials.

The ,gazistas, or bacos, were numerous and strong,
for they had in their ranks the rulers, many wealthy
merchants, and the artisans, and abundant funds at
command, which were scattered without stint among
the needy and ignorant, who were ready enough to
sell their votes. They-likewise strengthened their
influence with the lower class by means of a pre-
tended hostility to the aristocracy, or to what from
that time went by the name of ‘espiritu de familia.’
They won the elections, but their triumph proved to
be far from a solid one.

The cacos now resolved to use every endeavor to
accomplish independence. The connection with the
aristocratic element was a drawback; and the abso-
lute necessity of winning over the mechanics being
recognized, a middle party was at once organized,
which attached itself to the independents, and would
have no connection with the nobles. This arrange-
ment facilitated the accomplishment of the object in
view.

The political struggle was now fairly inaugurated.
Pedro Molina™ began the publication of El Editor

to his memory. Guat., Recop. Ley., iii. 338-9, 348. Salvador did the same in
April. A likeness of Valle is given in Montifar, Resefia Hist. Cent. Am., ii.
160. Valle had been honored with the friendship of Bentham and other
European savans; and he was a member of the French Academy of Sciences.
Marure, Efemérides, 35.

10 The same man who afterward appointed himself bishop of Salvador.
Suarez y Navarro, Hist. Méj., 386.

1 They cajoled the artisans with the promise of checking the trade with
Belize, and of prohibiting the importation of foreign manufactures,

12 He was born in Guatemala on the 29th of Apr., 1777; studied humani-
ties under Father Goicoechea, one of the lights of his time, and received his
diploma of a licentiate of medicine and surgery at the age of 22; served in
Nicaragua as surgeon of the batallen fijo early in the century, and returned
with it to his native cityin 1811. Heafterward filled the position of professor
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Constitucional, to defend American rights. The Amigo
de la Patria appeared at the same time, and often
opposed Molina’s radical doctrines. Urrutia, now
styling himself jefe politico y capitan general, made
an address to the people, congratulating them and
himself on the happy termination of the election in
the several parishes, and giving assurances that every
voter should have full liberty to cast his vote for repre-
sentative in the general congress, the diputacion, and
the ayuntamiento.”® A portion of his address was
specially devoted to artisans and laboring men, whom
he warned not to allow themselves to be tampered
with to the discredit of the government on the ques-
tion of trade in cotton goods; for, he told them, it was
a positive misconception that the government had it
in view to decree freedom of foreign trade; on the
contrary, it had endeavored to check illegal traffic,
which had been carried on to the detriment of national
interests and the royal treasury.

The measures adopted by him had to some extent
corrected that evil. DBy making the traders pay im-
port dues, the treasury had profited, and the people
had been saved from new taxes. Formerly, English
goods were paid for wholly in coin; now, only one
sixth of their cost was covered with money, and the
remainder with the produce of the country.*

The gobierno politico de Guatemala had jurisdic-
tion over the same extent of country as the metro-

of medicine in the university. The degree of doctor was given him in 1817,
and the office of protomédico, or head physician of the province of Guate-
mala. Salv., Gaceta, Oct. 12, 1854.

13 He adjured all to free themselves from party influences, and to give their
suffrages only to men who had their country’s interests at heart. He de-
manded of all citizens to love their country, to be true to the constitution,
and to respect the legitimate authorities.

. M Urrutia, Modelo, 2-3. Constant complaints had been made to the' na-
tional government since 1813 against the foreign trade. The regulatlons of
1778 had been made to appear advantageous to Spain and her American colo-
nies. Foreign trade was declared a means of corruption which placed arms
in the hands of Spain’s foes. In the report now before me, the mechanics of
the country are represented as hostile to the foreign trade. Arrillaga, In-
forme, in Cedulario, 66-7.
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politan,”® namely, 214 leagues from the ejidos of
Motocinta on the west, and 116 leagaes from Golfo
Dulce on the Atlantic, to the Pacific coast 1

The first archbishop of Guatemala appointed by
the Spanish crown in the present century was Luis
Peiialver y Cdrdenas,"” who reached his see the 3d of
June, 1802, and on the 26th took possession. During
his brief incumbency he founded several rectorships,
and two primary schools for girls. His sight be-
coming seriously affected, he relinquished the mitre,
and returned to his native city, secretly departing
March 1, 1806.%

Rafael de la Vara de la Madrid, Pefialver’s succes-
sor, arrived in Acajutla on the 13th of December,
1807; in Guatemala city on the 4th of January, 1808;
and on the 3d of February took possession of his
office. In April 1809 he visited the provinee of Vera
Paz, where he died on the 31st of December, much
regretted, as he had endeared himself by his peace-
able disposition and affability.”

Antonio Bergoza y Jordan, bizhop of Oajaca, was
nominated for the succession, but declined the po-
sition.

The next and eighth archbishop of the diocese was

13The latter had three suffragans—Leon, Comayagua, and Ciudad Real
de Chiapas. It had also 20 vicars, 161 curacies in 424 towns, 85 valleys, 23
doctrinas under missionaries, of which 16 were in charge of Dominicans, 4 of
Franciscans, and 3 of the order of Mercy.

16Deputy José Mariano Mendez, from Sonsonate, gave the province of
Guatemala 116 leagues from the Pacific to Santo Tomds, and a width of 100
leagues in some parts, and less in others, with two cities and about 294
towns. Mem., 12-13, 20; Memoria del estado politico y eclesidstico de la capi-
tanta general de Guatemala, Mad., 1821, sm. 4to, 30 pp., gives data on the
economical, political, and ecclesiastical condition of Central America in gen-
eral, and of each of the divisions or provinces, including Chiapas in particu-
lar, and proposing to the Spanish government reforms deemed advisable.

17A native of Habana, at which university he received the degree of doc-
tor. Juarros, Guat., i. 296-7.

18 He consecrated in his cathedral, on the 12th of Sept., 1802, the treasurer
of the diocese, the licentiate of theology, Ambrosio Llano, as bishop of
Ciudad Real de Chiapas.

19 He had been bishop of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, in Peru. At the time of
his death he was 55 years old. The remains were interred in the cathedral.
Juarros, Guat., i. 297; Diario Méz., xii., Jan. 26, 1810, 104,
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Ramon Casaus y Torres, nominated by the supreme
council of regency on the 30th of March, 1811; who
entered the capital on the 30th of July, and being a con-
secrated bishop, at once began to perform episcopal
functions.® His nomination was ratified by the king
on the 27th of August, 1814; the papal bulls of con-
firmation wereissued on the 15th of March, 1815, and
Casaus received the pallium on the 28th of Septem-
ber of the same year.

At the sitting of the Spanish cértes on the 25th
of June, 1821, the American deputies laid before that
body a memorial setting forth the condition of their
provinces, and the measures which, in their opinion,
would lead to a definitive peace. They not only
assured their Spanish colleagues that Americans were
fully conscious of their rights as freemen, but also
of their determination and ability to defend them;
nevertheless, if those rights were respected, and jus-
tice was done, existing difficulties might be obliterated.
They believed, however, that a constitutional system
would be impracticable in America, unless new and
efficacious measures were adopted to enable the
three branches of government to act freely within
their respective bounds, and likewise to make effective
the responsibility of public officials for their acts.
Another point upon which they laid stress was the
inutility of American deputies at the Spanish cértes
unless they were effectively upheld from their respect-
ive countries. They found other faults with the exist-
ing government, and declared that the solution of the
great problem would be found in the establishment
of autonomic governments in America.

“He was a native of Jaca, in Aragon; took the Dominican habit in Zara.
goza, and completed there his education; joined the province of Santiago in
Mexico at the age of 23; became a lecturer in Porta Ceeli college, and a pro-
fessor in the university of Mexico, by which he was made a doctor, and by
his order a maestro. On the 9th of Nov., 1806, as bishop of Rosen in partibus
infidelium, he wasmade bishop-coadjutor of Oajaca, and consecrated on the
24 of Aug., 1807. Juarros, Gual., ii., adv. p. xi.-xii; Cdrtes, Diario, xviii,
395; Puerto, Convite, p. iii. 1.
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Commerce between Spanish America and the
mother country should be treated as internal trade,
the Americans having equal rights and privileges with
their brethren of Kurope. The same equality in
respect to civil rights and appointment to office was
likewise to exist between the natives of America and
Spain. If such demands were conceded, Mexico and
Central America would pay to Spain ten million dol-
lars within six years, in yearly installments from Jan-
uary 1, 1828, to be applied to the cancelling of the
national debt. They would also allow Spain two
million dollars yearly for the support of the royal
navy.®

It was now too late, however, for conciliatory efforts
to be successful. Events crowded upon each other,
and were beyond the control even of the men who
made them. Central America was at peace, but the
constitutional system recently established, with its
popular elections and a free press, after the spirit of na--
tionality had gained so much ground, naturally tended
to excite the public mind, emboldening the timid, and
increasing the number of the friends of independence.
Party spirit controlled everything; it was felt even in
the domestic circle. The people were prepared and
anxious for a change, when vague rumors were set
afloat of renewed revolutionary efforts in Mexico.”
Party leaders were of one mind on the desirability of
separation. It was generally admitted that the sub-
jection of the country to Spain could no longer be
maintained. Only a few high officials and Spaniards
dissented. Now was the time, if ever, for a sound
head and strong hand to helm the ship of state. Ur-
rutia, owing to age and physical ailings, was not the
man for the occasion; nor was he, though opposed to
the scheme of secession, able to retard it.  Under the

21 The payments were to begin no later than one year after the installation
of the autonomic government. The allowance was to be increased when the

condition of the two countries should become improved.

22 Positive news of Iturbide’s defection had not yet reached Guatemala.
Mem. Rev, Cent. Am., 2.
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circumstances, the diputacion provincial prevailed on
the jefe superior politico to delegate his powers to the
sub-inspector of  the troops, Gavino Gainza.® This
officer at first tried to stem the torrent of revolution,
to act as the agent of Spain, disapproving the plan of
separation, but at the same time maintained intimate
relations with the independents and aided their efforts.
This party publicly circulated a paper for signatures
to ask Gainza to proclaim independence himself. He
pretended to be indignant; and upon the receipt
of the plan of Iguala, formed in Mexico by Iturbide
and Guerrero,™ he issued a manifesto depicting it in
the blackest colors, and ordered that all who had
called on him to declare independence should be
prosecuted.” The independents became disgusted, but
had to make the best of the situation. They then
resolved to play upon his personal ambition, assuring
him that for his codperation in their plans he would
be retained in command, and afterward chosen the
first chief magistrate of the young nation. While he
still hesitated, they despatched Cayetano Bedoya to
Oajaca for military aid from General Bravo. But on
the messenger’s arrival at Ciudad Real de Chiapas,
he found that the place had followed the example of
Oajaca and Tehuantepec, accepting the plan of Iguala.
This step hastened events in Guatemala, and Bedoya
had no need of going farther.

The act of Ciudad Real, received September 13th,
caused the greatest excitement in the city of Guate-
mala, and the government had to give way. Urged
by the diputacion, Gainza summoned, on the 14th, the

23 He is represented as a fickle man, one easily influenced, and likely to
act under the impressions of the moment. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i.
21; Salv., Diario Ofic., 1875, Apr. 1, 4. Events showed he was a man of no
settled principles or character, who proved himself, first a traitor to his king
and country, and next, for self-aggrandizement, betrayed the men that in an
evil hour placed their trust in him.

24 This plan is described in [list. Mex., iv. 709-10, this series.

2 The order was a dead letter, however. Gainza evidently issued it to
cover his responsibility in Madrid; at any rate, no one was arrested, and the
manifesto was soon after retired, public affairs being allowed to take their
sourse. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 4; Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 21-2,



GAINZA’S MEETING. 33

high officials and other notables to a meeting next
day to resolve on some action responsive to the de-
mands of the people.”

During the night of the 14th Molina and the cacos
scattered their agents throughout the wards to stir
up the masses, and at the same time to awe the es-
paiiolistas, or royal partisans. At 8 A.M. on the 15th
a throng of independents filled the porticos, court-yard,
halls, and ante-chambers of the government house.
Among them and instructing the crowds were Molina,
Barrundia, Basilio Porras, and other leaders. Soon
after began to arrive at the government house the
officials called to take part in the deliberations of the
meeting, namely, two members of each corporation
deputized therefor; the archbishop and prelates of
the religious orders; the chief officers of the army and
treasury; who, together with the diputacion provin-
cial, and under the presidency of the acting jefe supe-
rior politico, Gainza,” at once proceeded to business.
After reading the declarations in Chiapas, several mem-
bers briefly expressed their views. The first speaker
was Valle, leader of the gazistas, who eloquently ad-
vocated independence as necessary and just, but ended
advising that it should not be proclaimed till the other
sections had formally declared in its favor. The
motion was seconded. The anti-independents® op-
posed all action until final results in Mexico should be
received. Every attempt at a vacillating policy was
. defeated by the energetic efforts of the independents,
who voted for an immediate declaration of indepen-

% Gainza on the 13th had exacted of all the superior military officers a
renewal of their oath of fidelity to the king. Id., i. 23.

“1The diputacion, on motion of Simeon Cafias, had acted at the instance
of the ayuntamiento, whose sindico, Mariano de Aycinena, bad called for an
extra session to petition for immediate independence. Gainza, with the view
of averting such a declaration, attended personally to preside over the meet-
ing; but he finally submitted to the inevitable, and weakly assented to the
convocation of the authorities, without first obtaining Urrutia’s approbation.
He thus ignored the real chief authority in the country. Mem. Rev, Cent. Am.,
4-5; Ayon, Apuntes, 21.

 Archbishop Casaus, oidores Miguel Moreno and José Valdez, Luis Es-
coto, prelate of the Dominicans, Félix Lagrava, Juan Bautista Jduregui, José

Villafafie, and others of less note. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i, 23-7.
Hist. CENT. AM., VoL, III, 3 -
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dence.”? Every vote favorable to independence was
received by the people with loud applause, and every
one against it with groans. The popular preference
became so marked and boisterous that the anti-inde-
pendents, fearing for their lives, retired from the
palace.
The diputacion and ayuntamiento then, as the legiti-
mate organs to express the public will, drew up the
- Acta de Independencia, which was adopted, signed,
and sworn to by all the members present.* This
instrument, after declaring the aspiration of Guate-
malans to be a free and independent people,® invited
all citizens of the provinces to choose without delay
representatives, on the basis of one for every 15,000

2 The supporters of this resolution were: Canon Doctor José Maria Cas-
tilla, Dean Doctor Antonio Garcia Redondo; Regente of the audiencia Fran-
cisco Vilches, oidores Miguel Larreinaga and Toméds O’'Horan; deputies from
the university, doctors Mariano Galvez and Serapio Sanchez; deputies from
the college of lawyers, José Francisco Cérdoba and Santiago Milla; Antonio
Rivera Cabezas, Mariano Beltranena, J. Mariano Calderon, Rev. Doctor J.
Matias Delgado, M. A. Molina, members of the diputacion provincial; Ma-
riano and J. Antonio Larrave, Isidoro Castriciones, Pedro Arroyave, and
Mariano de Aycinena, members of the ayuntamiento; Lorenzo Romafia, gov-
ernment secretary; Domingo Dieguez, secretary of the meeting; Friars Ma-
riano Perez and José Antonio Taboada, prelates respectively of the Recollects
and Franciscans. Some Spaniards also recorded their names in favor of such
.action. Ib. The Memorias de las Revoluciones de Centro América give among
.the members of the diputacion José Valdés, and leave out M. A. Molina, 5.

30297 years, 3 months, and 19 days from June 24, 1524, when Pedro de
.Alvarado arrived with his 300 conquistadores.

31 Article 2d, speaking of the congress, says: It is to decide upon the point
-of ‘independencia general y absoluta, y fijar, en caso de acordarla, la forma de
.gobierno y ley fundamental que deba regir.’ Marure, who gives the text of
the acta, asserts that the declaration actually was for an ‘independencia ab-
ssoluta de Méjico y de cualquiera otra nacion;’ and that Glainza, who favored
annexation to Mexico, had beforehand prepared an oath to supportit. Bosq.
Hist. Cent. Am., i. 27, and ap. ii., iii.; Alaman, Hist. Méj., v. 346-8; Ayon,
A puntes, 21; Squier’s Trav., ii. 378; Squier’s Cent. Am., 67; Cucvas, Porvenir
de Méx., 252,  Another vital clause in the instrument was that the Roman
catholic religion which the Central Americans had professed in past centuries,
¢y profesaremos en los siglos venideros,’ must be preserved ‘pura ¢ inalterable,’
its ministers respected, and protected in their persons and property. The
prelates of the various religious communities were invited to codperate in be-
half of peace and harmony, endeavoring to do away with personal passions.
The whole proceeding was novel, this of Spanish officials, presided over by
the chief agent of the king, meeting with natives of the country to decide
whether Guatemala should cast off the old mother country or not. Several
other things worthy of notice happened then among them. Canon Castilla,
though a friend of the archbishop, his prelate, who had advocated anti-inde-
pendence, favored the separation. Many of the officials declared for secession,
chief among their number the gazista leader José del Valle, who beld the high
office of anditor de guerra. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 5-6.
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inhabitants, to a national congress that was to meet
March 1, 1822. In the mean time the Spanish laws,
courts of justice, and public functionaries were to con-
tinue as heretofore. The representatives were to be
chosen by the same juntas electorales that had lately,
since the restoration of the constitution, elected depu-
ties to the cértes, without excluding, as the constitu-
tion did, men of African descent from the rights of
full citizenship.®®* The clause giving the last electoral
college, with its majority of Valle’s partisans, the
power to choose the members of the constituent con-
gress, 1s sald to have been inserted in the acta by
himself.®

On the 17th Gainza issued a proclamation formally
placing before the people the resolutions adopted on
the 15th, and enjoining on all the duty of abiding by
them, and of respecting the laws and authorities
recognized by them. Any attempt, by word or deed,
to restore Spanish domination was declared high
treason, punishable with death.** The powers of the
congress would be constituent to adopt a form of gov-
ernment and frame the national constitution. Mean-
time Gainza held civil and military authority, acting
with the advice of a provisional junta consultiva,
formed with the diputacion provincial and seven
additional members, representing respectively Leon,
Comayagua, Costa Rica, Quezaltenango, Solold, Chi-
maltenango, Sonsonate, and Cindad Real®® Neither

32The following names appear in the acta: Gavino Gainza, Mariano de
Beltranena, José Mariano Calderon, José Matias Delgado, Manuel Antonio
Molina, Mariano de Larrave, Antonio de Rivera, José Antonio de Larrave,
Isidoro de Valle y Castriciones, Pedro de Arroyave, Mariano de Aycinena.
Secretaries, Lorenzo de Romafia, Domingo Dieguez. Pineda de Mont., Recop.
Ley. Quat.,i. 1-14. The news of this declaration reached Spain, and mention
was made of it in the cértes Dec. 15, 1821, by Deputy Navarrete. Cortes,
Diario extraord., vi., 1821, Dec. 15, 34; Cdrtes, Diario, viii., 1822, Feb. 12,
5; Romero, Bosq. Hist., 43~4, 66-130; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 6-9.

33 This clause gave rise to much trouble afterward.

3¢ The authorities were to be apprised of any plots against the new régime
by persens becoming aware of them, or the latter would be held as aiders
and abettors of treason. Carrying concealed weapons, ringing of bells other
than for religious service, and injuring or destroying public or private prop-
erty, under any pretext, would be severely punished. Méx., Qac. Imp., Dec.
1, 1821, 260-3.

% The additional members were Miguel de Larreinaga, José del Valle, J.
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the people at large nor the meeting of the 15th created
such a body. It was the creation of the men who
remained behind in the hall, including Valle, who
drew up the acta.® Continuing his double dealing,
Gainza had issued his proclamation, on the 16th, for
the clection of representatives to congress. He spoke
therein of the longing for independence since 1810, of
the popular love for the cause which had been so
forcibly sustained at the meeting of the preceding day,
and concluded by inviting the whole people to approve
the plan, and to appoint their deputies to complete
the work.

Before proceeding further with the political situa-
tion at the capital of Guatemala, I will devote a little
space to laying before the reader some information on
one of its most important scctions, namely, Chiapas.
The population was computed in 1813 at over 100,000
inhabitants, of whom 70,000 were Indians; the re-
mainder were Spaniards and mixed breeds, with a
few negroes.”

As a reward for good services and generous pecu-
niary contributions to the nation, the Spanish cértes
passed, October 29, 1813, a decree bestowing the title
of city on the town of Comitan, and that of villa on
those of Tusta, Tonald, Tapachula, and Palenque.®

Antonio Alvarado, Marqués de Aycinena, José Valdés, José M. Candina, and
Antonio Robles. Domingo Dieguez and Mariano Galvez were made the sec-
retaries. Marure, Efemérides, 59.

%6 The acta was signed at Gainza’s house on the 16th, and the extra mem-
bers were appointed. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 6.

¥ Ciudad Real, the capital, had in the city proper 6,000, chiefly Spaniards;
the outside districts and suburbs swelled the population to 14,000. Mazarie-
gos, Mem. Hist. Chiapa, 51. The canon of Chiapas Mariano Robles Domin-
guez de Mazariegos, being the deputy from his province in the Spanish cértes
in 1813, laid before the chamber an interesting memorial, which was after-
ward given to the press at Cédiz, in one volume, 18mo, of 71 pages, under the
title of Memoria Histdrica de la Provincia de Chiapa. He suggested means
to develop the commerce of the province on its navigable rivers, and particu-
larly with Guatemala and Vera Cruz. His recommendations were heeded,
and several ports and rivers were opened to trade. Id., 33-4, 54-9; Cdrtes,
Diario, 1813, xix. 392; Noticioso Gen., Aug. 30, 1816, Mazariegos’ successor
was also a clergyman, Fernando Antonio D4vila, who took his seat in Novem-
ber, 1813. Cdrtes, Act. ord., i. 275.

%8 From the time of the conquest there existed in all Indian towns ayunta-
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In contravention of law, the first name of the three
proposed by the intendente to the president of Guate-
mala, for chief of each of the eleven subdelegaciones,
was that of some creature of the intendente. Unfit-
ness for the place or immorality counted for nothing
if the nomination suited the proposer or the confirm-
ing power. These subdelegados, by means of their
comisarios, collected the tribute and speculated with
it; each being a tyrant who oppressed the Indians at
his will.

Education was neglected; ignorance prevailed to
such an extent that a large portion of the inhabitants
did not know even the first rudiments of their reli-
gion. The poorer Spaniards and the mixed breeds
were entirely without education. Indeed, in nearly
three centuries, not only had the Indians not learned
to speak Spanish, but the native Spaniards spoke
the six Indian tongues of the province better than
their own.®

Chiapas, it is well known, had been an episcopal see,
with its cathedral at Ciudad Real, since the first years
of the conquest.* The country is fertile and well

mientos called cabildos, and composed as follows: a gobernador, who was a
cacique or noble Indian, generally for life, though “sin jurisdiccion,’ appointed
formally in writing by the principal executive of the province; two alcaldes;
four, six, or eight regidores, according to population; and some officers called
in some places mayores, and in others alguaciles, who aided the regidores,
took care of the cabildos’ houses, and furnished supplies to travellers going
through their towns. They were elccted on the first day of January of each
year, and were subject to the alcalde mayor and the teniente of each town,
by whom they were too frequently badly treated. Mazariegos, Mem. List.
Chiapa, 28-29.

39 In some Indian towns, so-called maestros were salaried from the com-
munity funds of the inhabitants. Such maestros could scarcely read and
write, and most of them were immoral and given to drunkenness. Of course
10 good results could be obtained from such teachers. The Spanish cdrtes in
1813 decreed the adoption of measures for promoting public instruction, and
o2 the 24th of October enacted the establishment of a university in the prov-
ince. Juzariegos, Mem. Ilist. Chiapa, 51-53; Cdrtes, Diario, 1813, xix. 392;
Id., Act. ord., 1813, i. 113, 141,

©The cathedral chapter was composed of four dignitaries, one simple
canon, six choir chaplains. The revenue of the diocese was limited. The
number of its parishes was forty-seven, which included the eleven of the capi-
tal and suburbs. Mazariegos, Mem. Ilist. Chiapa, 48. From 1819 to 1836,
according to Larrainzar, religious, educational, and general affairs had at-
tained much improvement. In the diocese there were, besides the cathedral,
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watered. Its agricultural products were wheat—of
which there was a surplus for exportation—maize,
beans, rice, coffee, and cacao.* A variety of vegeta-
ables in abundance, and the fruits of all climes, could
also be obtained. The maguey was extensively culti-
vated for pulque and aguardiente. A great deal of
sugar-cane and good tobacco were grown. Indigo
and cochineal were cultivated to some extent. The
country had likewise excellent grazing. Cattle, sheep,
goats, horses, and mules abounded. The mines of
gold, silver, lead, copper, and iron were not worked,
owing to the poverty of the inhabitants. The gov-
ernor-intendente of Chiapas in 1817, Cdrlos Cas-
tafion, as appears in the records, was a confirmed
royalist.”

From the time that Iturbide proclaimed the inde-
pendence of Mexico, the canons of the chapter in the
diocese of Ciudad Real—bitterly hostile, like the ma-
jority of the Mexican and Central American clergy,
to the reforms of the Spanish cértes respecting the
church®—had been in communication with that chief-
tain’s auditor de guerra, Fernandez Almansa, who
kept them informed on the progress of the revolution.
The clericals looked upon the Mexican chief as the
- savior of their ancient prerogatives and monopo-

three eonvents of friars and one of nuns; a hospital, founded by Bishop Juan
_lvarez de Toledo; an ecclesiastic college, founded by Bishop Bravo de la
Serna; primary schools and a university. Since 1819 existed the Sociedad
de Amigos del Pais, to develop agriculture, industry, and learning. The
inhabitants of the capital were quite cultured. Discurso, 17-18. In 1813 the
Spauish ebrtes, among other measures for the benefit of Chiapas, decreed that
the friars of Guatemala should undertake the conversion of the Indians of
Palenque. Cdrtes, Diario, 1813, xix. 392,

4 Soconusco cacao being considered the best of America, some loads of it
were sent every year to Spain for the use of the royal family.

#20n the 20th of Dec., 1817, he congratulated the viceroy of Mexico on the
triumphs of the royal arms. The capture of Mina and other successes were
enthusiastically eelebrated in Ciudad Real. Noticioso Gen., Feb. 14, 1818, 4;
Gaz. de Méx., 1818, ix. 141-2,

43 The bishop of Chiapas, Salvador San Martin, incurred the wrath of the
cértes, when he was acting as deputy from Porto Rieo, for his support of the
royal decree of 1814, that overthrew the national eonstitution. San Martin
was dead when Chiapas followed the example of Mexico in 1821. Alaman,
Hist. Méj., v. 344; Méx., Gaceta Imp., i. 11, 173.
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lies, and with this end in view, prepared public opin-
ion for setting aside the authority of Fernando VII.
and his cértes.*

The governor-intendente, Juan N. Batres, together
with the ayuntamiento of Ciudad Real, proclaimed,
on the 3d of September, 1821, the separation of Chiapas
from Spain, and her acceptance of Iturbide’s plan of
Iguala. On the 8th all the authorities and officers,
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CHIAPAS.

civil and military, took the oath to support that act,
which was administered by the governor of the dio-
cese; after which they had high mass and a sermon
in the cathedral, where the secular clergy and the

4 Tn Ciudad Real, Iturbide was called ‘padre salvador de la religion y de
la patria.’ Id., 10-12.
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people took the same oath* before the aforesaid ec-
clesiastic authority. The obligations assumed were
to support the Roman catholic apostolic religion; to
secure the independence of the empire, preserving to
that end peace and union between Europeans and
Americans; and to obey Fernando VII., should he
adopt and swear to support the constitution to be
enacted by the cértes of the Mexican empire. Chiapas
was, therefore, the first province of the captain-gen-
eralcy of Guatemala to throw off the Spanish yoke;
she at the same time separated herself from Guate-
mala, and manifested her determination to link her
future with Mexico. All this was made known Sep-
tember 21st by the comandante-general of Oajaca to
Iturbide. The example of Ciudad Real was unhesi-
tatingly followed by the other towns in the province.

We have seen that Guatemala, at her declaration of
independence, did not at once accept annexation to
the Mexican empire. This course did not suit the
rulers and notables of Ciudad Real, who hastened
to manifest their displeasure at a meeting held Sep-
tember 20th, and attended by the intendente, ayun-
tamiento, and other official bodies, prelates, and a
large number of citizens.

As a matter of fact, the desire of Chiapas to be
*detached from Guatemala and annexed to Mexico
existed with some strength even before the declara-
tion of independence;* and Guatemala having failed
to return an answer to the letter from the authorities
of Chiapas, announcing her action of the 3d, this
neglect had strengthened the notables of the latter
in their resolution to recognize no other government
than that of the Mexican empire under the treaties of
Cérdoba. It was also resolved at the meeting not to
circulate the declaration of independence which the

“The act of independence was signed by Juan N. Batres, José Ignacio
Larrainzar, José Diego Lara, Julio José Flores, José Nicolds Osuna, Estévan
Gordillo, and Lic. José Vives.

“Soon after this act that desire began to assume proportions, Larrainzar,
Notic. Hist. Soconusco, 28.
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jefe politico of Guatemala had sent. These senti-
ments were duly seconded by the other cities and
towns.

In order to guard against any action Guatemala
might take because of the course of Chiapas, at a
formal session of the diputacion, presided over by the
jefe politico, and held on the 22d of October, it was
resolved to send to Mexico a commissioner to take the
necessary steps, and procure his province’s separation
" from Guatemala, even if the latter should come to be
thereafter a part of the Mexican empire.”

#"For particulars on the final separation of Chiapas, and incorporation as a
state of the Mexican confederation, see Hist. Mez., v. 224, this series. The
clergyman Pedro Solérzano was the agent appointed under the resolution
referred to in the text, and he accordingly repaired to the city of Mexico.

Larrainzar, Notic. Hist. Soconusco, 29; Méx. Qaceta Imp., i. 169-73, 270-1,
319-23, 337-9.
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Axoxa the first acts of the junta at Guatemala
was the promotion of two officers who were supposed
to be reliable supporters of the late movement.!? Both
proved themselves afterward recreant to their pledges,
by their hostility to the republican cause.

The cacos were republicans. They strove to rid
the country of the antiquated errors and practices,
including in their plans the abolishment of the priv-
ileges of the clergy, and the restriction of their power,
which had been a constant source of injury to the
people at large. They wanted the adoption of demo-
cratic institutions, in order to place the masses on the
level heretofore occupied only by the ruling class.
They succeeded in prevailing on the people to take an
interest and a direct intervention in public affairs.
Barrundia, Molina, and Cérdoba led them to the gal-

! They were Lorenzo Romaiia, who was made colonel of the battalion of reg-
ulars, superseding the Spaniard Félix Lagrava, and Manuel Arzd, who obtained
the command of the artillery, with the same rank. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent.
Am., i. 28,

(42)
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leries of the junta chamber to witness its acts, and
even take part in its deliberations.? They attacked
Valle for the clause he inserted in the acta of the
15th, to which I have alluded in the preceding chap-
ter. On that point they certainly had a well-founded
grievance, but their manner of presenting it resulted
in a loss of confidence in the junta, the organization
of new parties, and general distraction. The point
taken by them, however, was decided in their favor
by the junta. But the latter held secret sessions
after the 29th of September, significant of sinister
purposes.

The other party—formerly constituting the ruling
class—scouted the idea of equality. Most of the
churchmen had the same feeling; for in joining the
movement for separation from Spain their motive had
been to shield their menaced prerogatives, rather than
love for America or freedom.

On the 18th of September Gainza wrote Iturbide,
generalissimo of the so-called empire of Mexico, that
his course had been hailed with joy, and that political
parties had consolidated on the proposition of inde-
pendence from Spain; hence he had proclaimed it.
And that, since then, amid the transition from one
system to another, the minds of the people of Gua-
temala had been fixed on Iturbide, and they had
desired to tender him their congratulations as the
liberator of New Spain.?

2 A writer of the opposite party asserts that the practice caused much con-
fusion, arising from ignorance. The populace abused the privilege, and
had finally to be excluded from the chamber. The same author speaks dis-
paragingly of the three leaders. Mem. Rtev. Cent. Am., 7. It is said of them
that they often addressed from the gallery petitions to the junta, demanded
removals of officials, and had disputes with its members or with Gainza. I
have already given some account of Barrundia and Molina. Coérdoba had
suffered imprisonment and prosecution for being concerned in the revolution-
ary movements of 1811,

8 ¢Acorde al fin en sus sentimientos, se reunié Gltimamente en la opinion
que debié siempre ser el vinculo estrecho de su voluntad. Asi consta del tes-
timonio que acompaiio 4 V. E.” The last sentence must refer to a copy of the
acta de independencia. Mez., Gaceta Imp.,i. 60-2. And yet, another journal
of Mexico, alluding to that letter, after erroneously giving the writer’s name

as Gabriel Quinia, actually asserted its contents to be that Guatemala, like
Chiapas, had submitted to Mexico, party spirit having been powerless to dis-
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The junta consultiva passed a number of decrees,
which were sanctioned by Gainza. Urrutia, the ex-
captain-general, was tendered his salary and the con-
siderations due his rank and former office if he would
formally recognize the independence.! He declined
with thanks, departing for Habana soon after. At
the time of the adoption of the acta, peaceable persons
were assured of protection to their persons and
property, which pledge was faithfully fulfilled. No
oppounent of independence was molested. Officials
desirous of returning to their country were allowed
to do so0.°

The junta, which bore the compellation of excelen-
tisima, unanimously appointed Gainza captain-general,
with the salary of $10,000 a year, decorating him also
with a three-colored scarf, commemorative of the
three guarantees. A gold medal was voted to the
members of the ayuntamiento, who made the solemn
declaration of independence on the 23d of September.®
Committees were next appointed to study and report
to the junta on public instruction, safety and de-
fences, statistics, industry, and finances. José del
Valle was instructed to form a plan of government.”

Several financial measures engaged the attention
of the junta. One of them proposed to levy a duty
of ten per centum on gold and silver exported to
Spain.  This was never strictly enforced. Restric-
tions to foreign commerce, and monopolies existing
under the Spanish government, were abolished.  Lib-
eral principles were introduced, including freedom of

turb the peace or general will of the inhabitants! Méx., Noticioso Gen., Oct.
19, 1821.

¢ Decree of Sept 20, 1821.

®Decrees of Sept. 26 and 27, 1821, They were given two months’ extra
pay. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., G-7.

¢ This act was effected amidst great enthusiasm, and rejoicing at its ac-
complishment without bloodshed. Persons then residing in the city who had
favored the movement had their names inserted in a book. Marure, Bosq.
1list. Cent. Am., i. 27-30.

T Another eommittec was to count the population in order to apportion the
deputies to congress. Gracias, Cuad. Estad., 28.
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the press, which had been guaranteed by the Spanish
constitution, and was now continued in force.®

In Salvador absolute independence had been de-
clared by the ayuntamiento on the 21st of September,
and proclaimed eight days after. Pedro Barriere,
who as teniente letrado was temporarily acting as chief
civil authority, together with the ayuntamiento of
San Salvador, decreed the election of seven persons
to form a “junta subalterna econdémica y consultiva.”
There was great commotion stirred on the one hand
by the vicar Ignacio Saldafia, and on the other by the
liberals, Arce, Ramirez, and others. The next day,
the people being assembled to effect the election,
Barriere, pretending that his friends, the so-called
serviles, were in peril, retracted his former action.
His words enraged the populace. Then he called
out the troops to disperse the crowds, and arrested the
republican leaders Arce, Rodriguez, and Domingo
Lara. But on the news of his course reaching Guate-
mala, Delgado was despatched to Salvador as a peace-
maker, clothed with ample powers. On his way to
the capital he liberated prisoners, all of whom joined
his following and entered the city with him. Bar-
riere was sent out of the province; the troops were
disarmed; peace was restored; a subordinate junta
consultiva was installed, and Delgado continued at
the head of the government.”

8 Before the news reached Spain of the change in Guatemala, Deputy Milla
spoke, on the 18th of Nov., in the cértes of the insufficiency of Spanish bot-
toms for the transportation of American produce, and demanded the privilege
of using foreign vessels therefor. He alluded also to the inability of the royal
navy to protect Spanish merchantnen, in proof of which he stated the fact
that five vessels had been carried off by insurgent privateers from Nicaraguan
ports. Cdrtes, Diario Extraord., Nov. 18, 1821, iv. 12-13.

®Men who had relations with Delgado, one of the junta in Guatemala.
Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 9-10.

1 Delgado assumed authority on his arrival at Santa Ana, and used it
effectively, though without violence. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 36-7.
The extent of the province of Salvador was 50 leagues long and 30 wide; it
was divided into the partidos of Santa Ana, San Salvador, San Vicente, and
San Miguel, with three cities, five villas, and 140 pueblos. Mendez, Mem., 9-

10. The following were the signers of independence: Pedro Barriere, Casi-
miro Garefa Valdeavellano, José Ignacio Saldaifia, José Rosi, Millan Bustos,
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In Honduras, on the receipt at Comayagua of. the
news that Guatemala had seceded from the Spanish
crown, the governor-intendente, Brigadier José Ti-
noco de Contreras, and the diputacion™ refused to
recognize the government constituted in that city, and
took an oath to support the plan of Iguala. This
was a virtual annexation of Honduras to the Mexican
empire. The partidos of Tegucigalpa and Gracias,
and the ports of Omoa and Trujillo, would not accept
as valid the act of the authorities at Comayagua, and
maintained relations with those in Guatemala. The
independence from Spain had been declared on the
16th of October.

Tinoco took the two ports above named, which were
treacherously surrendered to him.? He also fitted
out a force to march on Tegucigalpa. A counter-
revolution, however, on the lst of December, sup-
ported by an approaching Guatemalan liberal force,
set aside Tinoco’s control and restored that of the
junta consultiva.”®

Geré6nimo de Ajuria, Francisco del Duque, Santiago Rosi, Trinidad Estupinian,
Juan B. de Otonto, I'rancisco Ignacio de Urrutia, Narciso Ortega, and Pedro
Miguel Lopez, secretary. Ruiz, Calend. Salv., 67-8; Salv., Diario Ofic., Jan.
20, 1875, b; Dustamante, Cuad. Hist., vi., no. 187, 1-29; Mem. Rev. Cent.
Am., 2, 9-10. Alaman has it that Delgado seized the government by a revo-
lution in 1822. Hist. Méj., v. 474-5.

UTn the Spanish cértes, March 29, 1813, was read and passed to a com-
mittee a petition of the ayuntamiento of Comayagua, objecting to the limited
scope of the decree of May 24, 1812, which authorized the establishment of
only two diputaciones in the whole of Guatemala, and asked for one in Coma-
{agua with Omoa, Trujillo, and the partido of Tegucigalpa, and that of San

liguel in Salvador, within its jurisdiction, which would give the new dipu-
tacion a territory of 140 leagues from N. to S., and as many from E. to W,
Cdrtes, Diario, 1813, xviii. 61. I have no evidence as to when Honduras
was granted the diputacion, but the fact appears that it had such a corpora-
tionin September 1821, The province was larger than Nicaragua, and divided
into the partidos of Comayagua and Tegucigalpa, and the nine sub-delegations
of Gracias 4 Dios, San Pedro Zula, Tencoa, Yoro, Olanchito, Olancho Viejo,
Tegucigalpa, Choluteca, and Trujillo, having within it the ports of Omoa,
Puerto Caballos, Puerto Sal, Triunfo de la Cruz, Trujillo, and Cartago. The
bishopric of Comayagua embraced the whole intendencia, with 35 parishes,
one mission, and 145 ehurches. Mendez, Mem., 8, 21. In 1821 there lived in
Trujillo about 2,500 Caribs, the original inhabitants of Saint Vincent, later
occupying the island of Roatan, whence they removed to Trujillo. They
were a rather indusirious, honest people. Coggeshall’s Voy., 2d ser., 161-3.
20moa by Captain Bernardo Caballero, I’. Pedro Brito, and others, who
seized and imprisoned the commandant, Antonio Prado. Marure, Bosq. Hist.
Cent. Am., i. 35.
37The junta in Guatemala passed an act on the 11th of Dec. to reward the
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Nicaragua had, since 1813, a diputacion provincial,
under the decree of the Spanish cértes of May 24,
1812. Its jurisdiction extended over the districts of
Leon, Granada, Segovia, Nicaragua, and Matagalpa.
Under the new system, established in 1821, and since
Urrutia’s retirement, constant questions of jurisdic-
tion arose between the intendente and the superior
jefe politico.*

On the 8d of October Colonel Crisanto Sacasa,
commandant at Granada, issued a general order to
the officers to report with their troops next morning,
and take the oath to support national independence,
pursuant to the instructions he had received from
Captain-general Gainza. Intendente Saravia had
been at enmity with Gainza, and when the first steps
were taken in Guatemala for independence, he threw
off his authority. In this he had the aid of Bishop
Jerez and Colonel Joaquin Arechavala, commander
of the militia, all three being natives of old Spain.
They induced the diputacion and the ayuntamiento,
by an act of the 11th of October, to declare Nicara-
gua seceded from Guatemala.”® This action occurred
in Leon. But Granada refused to concur, and sent
its representatives to the congress called to meet in
Guatemala. Later, October 21st, the authorities in
Leon formally accepted the Iguala plan, thereby an-
nexing the whole province to the Mexican empire.

villa of Tegucigalpa, raising it to the rank of a city, and bestowing on its
ayuntamiento the title of ‘patriético.” Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 35.

14 As a matter of fact, ill feeling had always existed in the provinces against
the capital. This hatred was intensified by the respective intendentes in
forwarding their ambitious purposes. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 2. Lieut-col
Miguel Gonzalez Saravia, son of the old lieut-gen. shot in Oajaca, was the
gov.-intendente of Nicaragua since 1818. Naturally he hated the indepen-
dents for his father’s execution. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 34; Ayon,
Apuntes, 22; Juarros, Guat. (Lond. ed. 1823), 337-8.

13 They would remain independent of the Spanish crown, they said, until
the clouds disappeared. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 8; Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent.
Am., i. 3%; Ayon, Apuntes, 22; Suarez y Navarro, Hist. M¢j., 387; Busta-
mante, Cuad. Hist., vi., no. 187, 1-29; Alaman, Hist. Méj., v. 346-8; Wells’
Hond., 468. Tomas Ayon, Apuntes sobre algunos de los acontecimientos poli-
ticos de Nicaragua, Leon, 1875, 8vo, 50 pp., gives a few important memoranda
on the political events of Nicaragua in 1811-24, in a clear, concise, and ap-
parently impartial manner.
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The country was accordingly divided into two antag-
onistic parties, the imperialist and the republican.®

Gainza said to the diputacion at Leon, on the 22d
of October, that neither they nor the junta consultiva,
nor any other body of men then existing, could decide
upon the future of the country; none had a legal right
to declare for or against annexation to Mexico. This
could be arrived at only by the representatives of the
people in the general congress.”” He appointed Colonel
Sacasa comandante general of the forces in Nicaragua,
and directed him to install in Granada a subordinate
junta gubernativa of five members, clothed with the
functions of a jefe politico, and which was to continue
in power till the status of the country should be
fixed.®® Sacasa frankly notified the rulers in Leon of
what he was to do, and took steps to carry his orders
into execution. But Saravia, with the bishop and
the diputacion, determined that no such junta should
be installed. The diputacion, on the 1st of Decem-
ber, by a special act, forbade its organization, declar-
ing all attempts toward it subversive of good order
and hostile to the Mexican empire, to which they
owed allegiance; and warning all citizens to abstain
from such efforts.

16 Saravia kept up a sort of underhanded war against Granada, obstructing
her relations with Guatemala. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 35. The
extent of the province of Nicaragua was 85 leagues long by 75 wide; detach-
ing Nicoya, there were four partidos, Leon, Realejo, Sutiaba, and Matagalpa,
with 88 towns in all. Mendez, Mem., 7. According to Miguel G. Saravia,
Bosquejo politico estadistico de Nicaragua, its population in 1813 was of 149,-
751, a very imperfect census. Squier’s States Cent. Am., 50. The bishopric
of Leon comprised all the intendencia of Costa Rica, with 40 parishes, 3
missions, and 88 churches. Mendez, Mem., 20. A considerable military force
had been, since 1796, kept at San Juan del Norte; and in 1821 additional de-
fences were erected, by government order of May 2d.  This force was expelled
after the declaration of independence by the patriots. Squier’s T'rav., i. 83.

17 On the 11th of Nov. he answered in similar terms the diputacion at Co-
mayagua. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 44-6.

18 [ts members were to be chosen by electors appointed by the ayunta-
mientos supporting the Granada régime. These members to choose every
month from their own number the president. Perez, Biog. Sacasa, 5-6. Perez,
Jerdnimo, Biografia del coronel Don Crisanto Sacasa, 1875, fol., 18 pp., fur-
nishes important data on the origin and life of a man who figured prom-
inently and honorably in the affairs of Nicaragua from 1821 to his death in

1824. ~ In connection with them appear several official letters on events during
the period between secession from Spain and annexation to Mexico.
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Sacasa had every right to expect that Gainza would
support him against attacks from Leon, but he was
disappointed. The captain-general wrote him, on the
22d of December, that it was doubtful if Central
America could maintain a government separate from
Mexico, many towns having already attached them-
selves to the empire; and that he had expressed the
same opinion to Saravia. Whereupon Sacasa, though
a republican, made no further opposition to the powers
at Leon.

Costa Rica was privileged by distance to keep aloof
from political troubles threatening the other provinces.
She had seceded from Spain on the 27th of October,
and set aside the governor, Juan Caias; but when
called upon to adopt the plan of the capital or that of
Leon, she declined both, preferring a neutral attitude.”
A meeting of notables confirmed the act of secession,
and set up a provisional government entirely detached
from that at Leon, which was to reside alternately in
Cartago, San José, Heredia, and Alajuela. But this
was found inconvenient, owing to rivalries between
the two first-named towns; and finally it was decided,
on the 27th of November, to place public affairs in
the hands of Manuel Peralta, Rafael Osejo, and Her-
menegildo Bonilla, who were to reside at the provin-
cial capital, Cartago. Under this arrangement peace
was preserved, and the province never was really under
the imperial rule.?

19 The people acted prudently; they could but reap trouble from the polit-
ical complications. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 2; Molina, Bosq. Costa Rica, 4-5,
17-18; Salv., Diario Ofic., May 23, 1875; Lond. Geog. Soc., vi. 185.

%It had, from the time of the conquest, a civil and military government of
its own, but under dependence of the audiencia and captain-generalcy at
Guatemala. In matters ecclesiastic and financial it had been under Leon. o-
lina, Bosq. Costa Rica, 92; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 2. The Spanish constitution
gave it, together with Nicoya, a diputacion provincial. Astaburuaga, Cent.
Am., 54, In 1812 the province had 22 towns—12 of Indians and 10 of white
and black men—besides farms, large estates, etc. The extent in 1821 was 160
by 60 leagues. The cities were Cartago and Esparza; the villas, San José de
Ujarréz, Villa Vieja, and Villa Hermosa; the villages, Espiritu Santo, Pueblo
Nuevo, Escasu, Alajuela, Bagasses, Las Caiias, Barba, San Fernando, and the

Indian towns and settlements; adding Nicoya and Guanacaste, there would be
Hier. CENT. AM,, VoL. III. 4
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Dissensions had now brought the country to the
brink of civil war, and no time was to be lost in avert-
ing it. Measures were adopted to hasten the meeting
of congress. With the view of restoring peace between
the sections, and of rendering harmless disturbing ele-
ments without resort to arms, the junta at Guatemala
concluded to despatch trusty commissioners to the
provinces where secession was rife, who were to pre-
vail on them to send deputies to the general congress.
Other agents were to be despatched to Mexico to
watch the turn of events at the capital® What
good results those agents might have accomplished, it
is impossible now to say. They had no occasion to
try their efforts. Events in Mexico succeeded one
another with such rapidity, and their influence on
Central America was so powerful, that, even among
the best patriots, many made up their minds to codp-
erate toward the union, carried away by the idea that
only under the @gis of the northern empire could
peace, safety, and stability be secured.

Costa Rica, we have seen, was in fact out of the
field; atany rate, it had no share in the political strife.
The provinces of Guatemala proper and Salvador
were the ounly ones, at present, which together with
Granada, in Nicaragua, and some portions of Hon-
.duras, attempted to preserve an independence from
Mexico under whatever form of government might be
adopted in that country. The idea of annexation to
Mexico had been, however, growing popular from day
to day in Guatemala. The important section of

27 towns. The population was eomputed at bétween 60,000 and 70,000, be-
sides the threec nations of heathen Indians in the mountains and northern
coasts, and known respectively as indios de la Talamanca, indios del norte,
and indios Mosquitos, all quite numerous. Cdrtes, Diario, 1813, xix. 404-5.
In 1813 the deputy from Costa Rica in the Spanish cértes petitioned for a
bishopric; but at the time of the separation the matter had not been acted
on. Mendez, Mem., 7.

2t Juan de Dios Mayorga and the provincial of la Merced, Fray Luis Gar-
cia, were selected for Comayagua; the prelate of the Franciscans, Fray José
Antonio Taboada, for Leon; the prebendado José Marfa Castilla, Pedro Mo-
lina, and José Francisco Barrundia, for Mexico. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am.,
i. 37-9.
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Quezaltenango adhered to the scheme, on the 13th of
November, inviting Suchitepequez, Solold, and An-
tigua Guatemala to follow the example, which they
did soon after. And Cirilo Flores and Antonio Corzo,
who in later years figured as most prominent cham-
pions of democracy and suffered martyrdom for their
cause, then supported the action of Quezaltenango.

It was contended that Central America, after throw-
ing off the Spanish yoke, acquired, with independence,
the right ot forming such associations as might be
mutually beneficial. This doctrine was warmly ad-
vocated by a large portion of the reflecting class.
Under such circumstances, Guatemala and Salvador,
hemmed in as they were between provinces that had
already become annexed to Mexico, could not main-
tain an absolute independence.

Iturbide had large ideas of imperial sway, and was
bent on the acquisition of entire Central America,
aided efficiently, as he was on this side, by the aristo-
crats and other dissentient elements, who, perceiving
the insignificance they would come to if the nation
finally became constituted under a democratic govern-
ment, which their opponents were aiming at, labored
with might and main to defeat the plan.* They won
over with money and fair promises a part of the peo-
ple, and with Gainza, who expected high rank and
offices from the new empire, bound Central America
hand and foot, as will hereafter be seen.

2 Some of them asked for titles, decorations, and other rewards for their
services in harnessing their country to Mexico’s imperial car. Bl Progreso,
Apr. 11, 1850. The organ of the empire spoke of the chimerical ideas
of the republicans and federalists, adding that the opposition to them was
large, and to be found in the officials, the higher classes, and indeed all sen-
sible persons, who well knew how small was the number of the educated
among them. It claimed that the journals published in Guatemala expressed
the views of only a few deluded men, whose ranks were becoming thinner
every day. That same organ had given to the public certain letters from the
ayuntamiento of Comitan, in Chiapas, objecting to the 2d art. of the Guate-
malan acta of Sept. 15th, on the ground that the country had no resources to
sustain a separate government, which had been evident since the yearly al-
lowance of $12,000 ceased; superadded to which, they said, the safety of
Mexico might be imperilled should Spain at some future time recover posses-
sion of Cent. Am., which the latter, if independent, could not prevent, and
vindicate her authority over the former, Mézx., Gaceta Imp., i., Nov. 24 and
Dec. 8, 1821, 202-7, 281-2.

'
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The junta consultiva was much perplexed in view
of the situation. The imperialists daily became more
insolent and exacting. At this critical time—Novem-
ber 28th-—Gainza laid before it a letter® from the
gencralissimo, making allusion to the much abused
second article of the acta de independencia, and de-
claring that Guatemala was not able to occupy as yet
a place in the family of nations, and should therefore
link her fate with Mexico.* Whereupon the junta,
at the suggestion of the marqués de Aycinena, hastily
answered that the popular wishes must be ascertained
before adopting any action; promising to send the pro-
posal at once to the ayuntamientos and local author-
ities, with instructions to call on the people to give a
formal expression of their will on the subject. This
promise was kept in a measure—the ayuntamientos,
not the people, were given one month’s time to mani-
fest their preference.®

Soon after the arrival of Iturbide’s messenger, the
persecution of republicans was begun. The rough

element of the population, instigated by their adver-
saries, during the night insulted them at their homes.*

Any one who either by word or writing opposed the

% Dated Oct. 19th, and brought by José de Otate.

2t ¢ (Guatemala no debia quedar independiente de M¢jico, sino formar...un
gran imperio bajo el plan de Iguala, y tratados de Cérdoba: que Guatemala
se hallaba todavia impotente para gobernarse por si misma, y que podria ser
por lo mismo objeto de la ambicion extranjera.’ Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent.
Am., 1. 39-41. The aristocrats, now sure of Iturbide’s aid, grew bolder in
their plotting. Squier’s Trav., ii. 378; Montifar, Reseiia Hist., iv. 35-9.
Tturbide directed the conde de la Cadena, on the 20th of Nov., to write very
courteously to Mariano de Ayeinena, who was well connected and had ad-
dressed a communication to the liberator. Dustamante, Cuad. Hist., vi., no.
187, 28; Montifar, Resefia Hist., iv. 20-2, 35-9.

2 The circular directed the ayuntamientos to read at a public sitting Itur-
bide’s letter, and express their opinion upon each point embraced in his pro-
posal. Their answers as to whether they wanted annexation at once, or to
await the action of congress, were to be in Guatemala city on or before the
3lst of Dec., 1821. Petén-Itzd, Manif. de la Just., 2. This circular was drawn
up by Valle. The elections for members of the congress that had been called
to meet in February were to be made as formerly directed. In Guatemala
the votes of heads of families were taken at each house by municipal agents
in the presence of a notary public, and duly registered. Mem. Rev. Cent.
Am., 10-11; Alaman, Hist. Méj., v. 475-6.

% The exile of Barrundia, Molina, and others was demanded by Pedro Ar-
royave, sindico of the ayuntamiento. Gainza was suspected of inciting cer-
tain imperialists to prefer charges against these parties.
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plan of annexation was treated as seditious. At last
the opposing parties had a scuffle in the streets, on
the night of November 30th, which ended in the dis-
comfiture of the republicans engaged in it.¥ Barrun-
dia and Molina were present and exhibited much
energy. The latter was in great peril of losing his
life.

On the day appointed for the receipt of the returns
from the several ayuntamientos—namely, the 31st of
December—the junta provisional consultiva proceeded
to the count. The result was as follows: 21 ayunta-
mientos declared that none but the general congress
had authority to decide for or against the union with
Mexico; 104 favored the annexation at once and
unconditionally; 11 approved of the union, provided
certain terms, which they appended, were stipulated
in the act of incorporation; 32 left the matter wholly
to the provisional government; and two declined the
connection in toto.”* Many others had not, for some
reason, returned any answers; or if they had, the
government in Guatemala failed to receive them on
the appointed day. The result was made known to
the regency in Mexico on the 3d of January, 1822,
and on the 5th the subject was discussed in all its
bearings. Valle moved that the decision should be
postponed until the receipt of the returns of the 67
ayuntamientos not yet heard from. Rivera, Calderon,
and Alvarado objected to any action. Gainza advo-
cated the acceptance of the aid and protection ten-
dered by Mexico.” The junta, disregarding all

T A number of republicans, when acclaiming their principles near San
José church, were fired upon by an armed force patrolling the town with the
alcalde Mariano Larrave, and two killed outright, Mariano Bedoya and Re-
migio Maida. Several were wounded; some arrests were made. Salv., Gaceta,
~. 12,1854; Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i, 41-2, 47; Dicc. Univ. I{ist.
Geog., w, 1. 342; Dunlop’s Cent. Am., 157, .

8 Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i., ap. v.; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 11;
Alaman, Iist. Méj., v. 474.

#¥Tfis arguments were not founded on fact. Subsequent events proved
it. Men of greater weight than Gainza, such as Mora, Pecchio, and Zavala,
have since contradicted his assertions. Zavala said that Guatemala gained

nothing by the union, and that it had resources of its own to exist as an inde-
pendent nation. He added that the provinces viewed with dislike the course
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objections adduced, and the marked differences in the
opinions of the ayuntamientos, decreed on the same
day, January 5, 1822, that the whole of Central
Anmerica should be annexed to the empire of Mexico,
without other conditions than the fulfilment of the
plan of Iguala and the treaties of Cérdoba.® 1In a
manifesto of that date, it assured the people that, after
obtaining the votes of all the authorities, corporations,
and prominent persons, and in view of the census of
population formed in September 1821, it was evident
that the vote for the union with Mexico had reached
a majority in Guatemala proper; and including the
votes of Nicaragua, Comayagua, Ciudad Real de
Chiapas, Quezaltenango, Solold, and other towns
which had a few days previously declared themselves
for annexation, it would be found that almost the whole
population had expressed itselfin favor of connection.™
No member failed to record his name in favor of the
loss of nationality, though some had, as before stated,
suggested that certain guarantees should be required
previous to the completion of the surrender.

Gainza issued a manifesto full of generalities, de-
clared there was no further need of electing deputies
to congress, and assured the people of a liberal gov-
crnment, and future peace and prosperity.”® Erelong

of the aristocrats at the capital. It could not be otherwise, Where was the
advantage of a connection with the city of Mexico, which was almost inac-
cessible to them? But the rich men of Guatemala would have it, regardless
of consequences. Znsayo Hist. Revol. Mezx., i. 186-7.

30See Mist, Mez., iv. 710, 728-9, this series,

81 The junta had on the 3d indicated to Iturbide that its duty was to annex
the country to Mexico; ‘como ya se le indicé en oficio de tres del corriente.’
Other reasons were given by it for the action taken, the chief one being the
necessity of preserving the country’s entirety and repose, which had been in
danger of arupture. The names affixed to the manifesto are: Gavino Gainza,
Marqués de Aycinena, Miguel de Larreinaga, José del Valle, Mariano de
Beltranena, Miguel Antonio Molina, Antonio Rivera, José Mariano Calderon,
José Antonio Alvarado, Angel M® Candina, Eusebio Castillo, José¢ Valdés;
José Domingo Dieguez and Mariano Galvez, secretaries. Guat., Recop. Leyes,
i. 14-16; Marure, Bosq. Iist. Cent. Am.,i.,ap.iv.=vi.; Montyfar, Resefia Hist..
iv. 18-23, 40-2; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 8-9, 11; Bustamante, Cuad. Hist., vi.,
no. 187, 1-29; Alaman, Hist. M¢j., v. 476; Suarez y Navarro, Hist. Méj.,
386-7; Lastarria, in La América, 249; Salv., Diario Ofic., Feb. 13, 1875, 4,
and March 28, 1876, 603; Rivera, Iist. Jalapa, ii. 218; Squier’s Trav., i.
383: Kewen’s Nic. and Walker, MS., 33-6; Romero, Bosq. IHist., 103-6.

82 ‘Las ideas de prosperidad, objeto de la independencia, van 4 substi-
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events came to show how delusive were the promises
thus held out by the incoming régime. It was pre-
posterous on the part of an unconstituted country, as
Mexico then was, with a government whose existence
was precarious, to undertake the task of affording pro-
tection to the people of Central America—to a people
that had been brought under the yoke of the so-
called empire in such an unprecedented manner.

Forgetting, after a few days, the honeyed words of
his manifesto, Gainza,® on January 9th, issued a
stringent edict, countersigned by José Maria Celaya
as secretary, giving renewed force to his former edicts
of September 17th and December 1st, and forbid-
ding, under the penalties provided by the laws against
sedition, that any one should, either by tongue or pen,
censure or refute the action adopted as the will of the
majority. Conversations on the subject in the streets
or public places were prohibited, and citizens were
enjoined to report at once to the authorities any at-
tempted conspiracy against the new government which
might come to their knowledge. Constitutional al-
caldes and other local authorities were charged with
the execution of this decree.

Gainza and his junta thus gave way to the wishes
of the would-be oligarchs and the clergy, ignoring the
fact, formerly recognized by them, that to the repre-
sentatives of the people in congress exclusively be-
longed the decision of the question on the future
status of the country.®* The aristocrats and clericals
brought about difficulties to prevent the election of
tuirse 4 los partidos ominosos. . .neutralizar las tentativas del poder arbitrario

de los movimientos populares.’ Gainza, Manifiesto, Gaceta Gob. Guadal.,
1822, March 2, 302-4; Méx., Gaceta Imp., ii. 657-9; Kewen, Nic. and Walker,
MS‘H I:)‘Ioe_gbw gives himself a long list of titles, viz.: knight of justice of the
sacred religion of St John of Jerusalem; lieutenant-general by acclamation of
the independent army of Guatemala; decorated with the banda nacional; her
captain-general; inspector-general of all her arms; superior political chief,
intendent-general, and president of the junta provisional consultiva. Méx.,
Gaceta Imp., 1. 557-9; Gaceta Gob. Guadal., March 2, 1822, 304.

34 Only two months earlier the diputaciones of Comayagua and Leon were

told that neither the junta consultiva nor any other body then existing had
any such power.
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representatives, and took advantage of them to carry
out their designs. The truth is, That the device re-
sorted to, of acting upon the opinions of ayunta-
mientos which they well knew had no authority in the
premises, was illegal. And, indeed, could a popula-
tion of upwards of one million, scattered over 75,000
square miles of territory, have duly considered so vital
a matter as the abdication of their national autonomy
within the short period of thirty days? The whole
secret of the aristocratic success lay in the pressure
brought to bear on the country with a military force
sent by Iturbide to support his pretensions.® The
following facts appeared in the imperial gazette of
Mexico: The regency announced on the 12th of No-
vember to the junta soberana that Chiapas, as well
as the towns of Guatemala, had signified a wish to
be received as a part of the Mexican empire, asking
for military aid to uphold its acts. The regency
added, that the military aid must then be quite near
Chiapas, under the orders issued beforehand by the
generalissimo, 5,000 men having already, under the
conde de la Cadena, crossed the Tehuantepec River.
The junta graciously assented to the so-called wishes
of the people of Chiapas and Guatemala, giving them
the rights of Mexican citizens.®

A division under Brigadier Vicente Filisola, with
Colonel Felipe Codallos as his second in command,”

% It was rumored, and doubtless believed by the people, that a formidable
force was on the way—>5,000 men—which Central America in its present di-
vided condition could not resist; hence the premature submission with an
apparent good grace. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 10-11.

36 Gaceta Imp., i. 162-3. According to Bustamante, Cuad. Hist., vi., no.
187, 1-29, the party in favor of absolute independence in Guatemala sus-
tained itself till a Mexican force was sent, and it was by this means the
absorption was effected. The force had not arrived, but was certainly ex-
pected. Luis G. Cuevas, a Mexican senator, tells us that the people of Cent.
Am. were mostly very enthusiastic for Ttur] bide, and at the same time anx-
ious to rid themselves of the liberal party, whose members he calls an un-
bridled set of demagogues. Moreover, they wanted to belong to a nation
having so much credit abroad, and such large resources to aid them. Por-
venir de Mézx., 252.

% Conde de la Cadena was first in command, but he resigned it on account
of sickness. Alaman, IHist. Méj., v. 474-8; Suarez y Navarro, Hist. 2M¢j.,
387-8; Iilisola d la Junta Soberana, note 3.
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began its march in November 1821; but a large por-
tion of the men deserted on the way, and the ranks
had to be recruited in Chiapas; and yet Filisola finally
arrived in Guatemala with only 600 men.*

The junta provisional, after its action of January
5th, had no further reason for continuing, and so dis-
solved itself on the 21st of February. Gainza, retain-
ing the offices of jefe superior politico and captain-
general, called into life a diputacion provincial.*® His
authority, however, was not regarded in Chiapas,
Honduras, Nicaragua, nor a great part of Salvador.
Costa Rica still remained aloof and was unmolested.

During Iturbide’s occupation of his rickety throne,
Central America had deputies in the imperial con-
gress,” and the orders of the emperor’s government
were generally obeyed. Nevertheless, plucky little
Salvador kept up the struggle against foreign domi-
nation. Nearly a majority of its ayuntamientos, to-
gether with the priest Delgado, the acting political
chief, had signified their wish to await the action of
congress; and on hearing of the surrender to Mexico
by Gainza and his junta, entered a protest and seceded,
resolving to remain independent till the representa-
tives of the whole people of Central America should
decide the question of nationality.*

But even here dissensions fostered from Guatemala
had their pernicious effects. Santa Ana and San
Miguel had voted for annexation to Mexico, and to
uphold this action, seceded from their own province,
which in that year led to a war between Salvador

8 Squier, Guat., 530-1, has it 700.

33 The 3d. It was installed March 29, 1822. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am.,
i. 47; Id., Efemérides, 5.

“Among them were José del Valle, Juan de Dios Mayorga, and Marcial
Zebadda. Zavala, Ensayo Hist. Rev. Mex., i. 187. Suarez y Navarro says
that Mayorga had a secret mission from Salvador near the Mexican govern-
ment. Hist. Méj., 387.

4 Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 11-12. The province was ruled by a junta guber-
nativa, one of whose members was Antonio José Cafias, one of the most distin-
guished among Cent. Americans. He soon after became the second in command
of the ‘batallon fijo,” organized to resist Iturbide’s pretensions. Salv., Diario
Ofic., Feb. 13 and 19, 1875.
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and Guatemala. The government at San Salvador
gave the chief command of its forces to Manuel José
Arce, with orders to bring the people of Santa Ana
to reason, peaceably if he could, foreibly if he must.*

Arce marched on Santa Ana, when Padilla, com-
manding a portion of the Sonsonate force which had
been stationed in that city, retreated within its own
territory. After compelling the town to revoke its
act of secession, Arce went in pursuit of Padilla, oc-
cupied Ahuachapam, then an annex of Sonsonate,
and finally routed that officer in the hacienda El
Espinal.#®  This was the first act of a bloody war,
which will be treated in another chapter.

In Honduras, the districts of Tegucigalpa and
Gracias, together with the ports of Omoa and Tru-
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DEsEAT OF PADILLA,

jillo, repudiated the union with Mexico.* Brigadier
Tinoco, on hearing that a Salvadoran force had en-
tered Honduras, resigned his office of governor.
Comayagua, however, continued recognizing the au-
thority of Mexico, but not that of Guatemala.

In Nicaragua, the city of Granada disregarded the

*2Gainza had meantime stationed troops in Sonsonate, a town which
bhitherto belonged to the province of Guatemala proper, and afterward became
a part of Salvador.

4 Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 12-13.

#The rest of the province had accepted that arrangement. Gov. Tinoco
had made himself master of Omoa, but a revolution released it from his
%las;’)_. o His authority over Trujillo ceased about the middle of January 1822.

. 1-9.

* The inhabitants were influenced to that course by Canon Nicolds Irias
and Juan Lindo. The diputacion sent Tinoco to Mexico to report the state
of affairs in Honduras. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 37.
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authority at Leon, and held relations with Gainza,
even after Colonel Sacasa had placed himself under
the orders of the former.*® Sacasa had surrendered
his charge in Granada to Cleto Ordofiez,* who thus
became the leader of the liberal party in Nicaragua.
After the act of annexation to Mexico, and Salva-
dor’s act of secession, both Sacasa and Ordofiez sup-
ported the independents.

Ordoiiez, finding himself in possession of irrespon-
sible power, soon gave a loose rein to his bad instincts.
He began to seize private property, not excepting
even that of foreigners. Sacasa’s person and prop-
erty did not escape.*

Costa Rica did not fail, though maintaining a neu-
tral attitude, to manifest her discontent with the
course of Guatemala.

*6There was, in consequence, a bitter correspondence between Saravia and
Gainza. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 14.

#1This man was of the lowest class; bad been a common servant, and
afterward an artilleryman. He was once confined in a dungeon at Trujillo,
from which he escaped. When he began to figure in politics his wit made
him popular with the citizens. It was said that he had some knowledge of
medicine, and had written some creditable poetry. He was, however, given
to cards and free-love, but abstained from the bottle. He was twice mar-
ried, but left no children. Perez, Biog. Sacasa, 8; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 14;
Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 73-4.

#Qrdofiez had Sacasa and others confined in irons in Fort San Cirlos.
Public opinion accused him of being the most active instigator of hatred be-

tween the white and other races. Id., 74; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 14; Salv.,
Diario Ofic., Feb. 19, 1875.
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ARrcr’s invasion of territory occupied by Guate-
mala afforded the latter a sufficient pretext, if any
were needed, to declare war against her high-spirited
and troublesome neighbor. Colonel Arzi was there-
upon despatched on the 19th of March, 1822, at the
head of a force, which in a few days had been increased
to 1,000 men, to bring Salvador under subjection.
Arzd’s dilatory movements, however, defeated the
object of the expedition.' He lost two months and
more waiting for reénforcements and artillery, and by
indecision as to whether or not he should heed the
protestations of the Salvadorans.? The latter em-
ployed the time thus gained in fortifying their city,

! His orders were to take the city of San Salvador on or before the 5th of
April. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 12,

*They claimed that their declaration of independence did not imply hos-
tility to Guatemala, and in support of it expressed a willingness to furnish
hostages. Their representations were of no effect, however; ‘habia empefio
en sojuzgar 4 San Salvador, y 4 este interés se sacrificaba todo.” Marure,

Bosg. Hist. Cent. Am., 51. »
(60)
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though short of arms to equip a sufficient garrison.
Aroused at last by Gainza’s positive commands, Arzi
continued his march,® and avoiding the fortifications
of San Salvador, entered the city on the 3d of June,
taking its defenders by surprise.* Having now every
advantage, Arzi might have made himself master of
the place had he not carelessly permitted his troops
to disband for purposes of plunder. The result was,
that the Salvadorans had time to rally, and a street
fight ensued, ending with the total discomfiture of
Arzd and his force, who with the loss of their arms
were driven from the city.” Had the victors made
the most of their success, they might have annihilated
the invading force; but they failed to conduct the pur-
suit with any skill.®

Arzt’s defeat produced a deep impression in Gua-
temala, where such a result had been unexpected, the
expedition having been fitted out with the utmost
care. Fears began to be entertained that the Salva-
dorans might become aggressors and invade Guate-
mala. The friends of Mexico were therefore much
pleased on hearing that the Mexican cominander,
Filisola, had been ordered to supersede Gainza, who
was summoned to Mexico.” With about 600 men
Filisola arrived in Guatemala on the 12th of June,
1822, and ten days later took possession of the govern-
ment. He inaugurated a comparatively good state

8 Against Filisola’s expressed wishes. That general was then in Chiapas,
and had forbidden all military operations till his arrival, Mem. Rev. Cent.
Am., 13; Alaman, Hist. Méj., v. 478; Filisola ¢ la Junta Soberana, note 6.

*He went in by the road sloping from the volcano to the west, from
which quarter, owing to the roughness of the ground, no attack had been
expected.

; >The casualties were not heavy on either side. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am.,
2-13.

61t was chiefly on the superiority exhibited on this occasion that Salvador

subsequently based her claim to a prominent place in the councils held upon

Cent. American affairs. Many of the internal wars which for a number of

years ravaged the country may be traced to this pretended superiority.

7To answer charges preferred against him. /d., 15; Marure, Bosq. Hist.
Cent. Am., 1. 53, followed by Alaman, Hist. Méj., v.478. Cuevas, Porvenir de
Mezx., 253-4, makes the doubtful assertion that Gainza went of his own accord.
At any rate, he afterward was made a lieut-gen. of the imperial army, and an
aide-de-camp of Iturbide’s.
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of affairs; for though as a supporter of the Mexican
cause, and specially of the empire, he aimed at con-
solidation, yet his policy was a conciliatory one.®
He endeavored to obtain the assent of Salvador to
union with Mexico without resorting to force. At
first his course presented a promising aspect, inasmuch
as the representatives of the former apparently made
little objection; and on the news of Iturbide’s call to
the Mexican throne, among the many congratulations
received by Filisola were those of Salvador, delivered
by a special deputation. But the object, as it turned
out, was merely to gain time. The negotiations were
continued several months, hostilities having been sus-
pended by both belligerents, till early in September
it was agreed that further negotiations should be
carried on directly with the executive and congress
of Mexico.® This agreement was not carried out,
however, owing to new difficulties raised by San Sal-
vador. Filisola, who evidently would not assume the
responsibility of war, referred the whole matter to
Mexico for instructions. Iturbide, who had just dis-
solved the Mexican congress for its opposition to his
plans,®® felt no inclination to permit little San Salva-
dor to dictate the terms of union, and disallowing the
armistice concluded by Filisola, ordered him to begin
hostilities forthwith if unconditional submission were
refused.” i
Leaving his second officer, Colonel Codallos, in
charge of the government at Guatemala, Filisola be-
gan the military operations toward the end of Novem-

8 His proclamation of July 8, 1822, expressed his desire to be guided only
by the best interests of the country. Méx., Gaceta Imp., 1822, 657-9.

9 Duly aunthorized agents of Salvador were to go for that purpose to Mexico
in Nov. 1822; the districts of San Miguel and Santa Ana being permitted to
recognize the government at Guatemala till an understanding should be
arrived at in Mexico. Other clauses referred to the surrender of arms seized
by Arce in Sonsonate, to the commercial interests of the two provinces, and
to rules to be observed before renewing hostilities. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent.
Am., 56-7.

30Qct. 31, 1822. See Hist. Mex., v., this series.

1 Filisola d la Junta Soberana, notes 9, 10.
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ber, taking possession of Santa Ana and marching ™
upon the city of San Salvador, after having routed
several small hostile detachments which attempted to
check his progress. At the same time he published
the decree of the Mexican government of November
4th, making of Central America, or the former captain-
generalcy of Guatemala, three comandancias gene-
rales, namely, those of Chiapas, Sacatepequez, and
Costa Rica, the capitals being respectively Ciudad
Real, Nueva Guatemala, and Leon in Nicaragua.®
The government of San Salvador was in a precarious
situation; although disposing of an army whose nu-
merical force and equipment were not inferior to Fili-
sola’s, yet it had neither discipline nor experienced
officers. The few encounters which had already
taken place between the two forces had made it evi-
dent that the Salvadorans could not cope with Fili-
sola’s military skill. Under the circumstances, the
authorities of San Salvador resolved upon incorpora-
tion with Mexico, and demanded that Filisola should
proceed no farther. They declined to inform him of
the terms under which they would submit to annexa-
tion, though offering to lay them before the congress
in Mexico. They based this action on the ground
that if their purpose became known in Salvador a
revolution would certainly follow.*

The Mexican commander paid no heed to these
ambiguous statements, which he considered devices
to gain time, and continued his march.?

12 His force consisted of about 2,000 men, chiefly from Guatemala, Santa
Ana, San Miguel, Sonsonate, and Honduras.

1B Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 60-1; Molina, Costa Rica, 93; Squier’s
Travels, ii. 383. The decree never went into effect, however.

14 The principal conditions were: establishment in Mexico of a representa-
tive government; Salvador’s absolute independence from Guatemala; partici-
pation of her delegates in framing the national constitution; continuation in
office of the present incumbents; and erection of an episcopal see. For less
important terms demanded on that occasion, see also Mem. Rev. Cent. Am.,
16-17; Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 62.

151t seems that he again asked for instructions from the emperor, who
peremptorily directed him not to lose more time in negotiations. ‘V. S, no
es mas que un soldado que debe atacar la ciudad, posesionarse de ella y
tratar 4 los cabecillas como perturbadores del érden.’ Mem. Rev. Cent. Am.,
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It was at this critical moment that the congress of
San Salvador, carried away by hatred to Guatemala
and Mexico, resolved upon a singular step. On the
2d of December, 1822, the act of incorporation with
Mexico was repealed, and the state was placed under
the protectorate of the Anglo-American states, as an
integral portion thereof. Solemn protests were made
in the name of that republic against Filisola’s hostile
acts. A member of the congress, Juan Manuel Ro-
driguez, was commissioned to make known the incor-
poration to the government of the United States.’
For a short time it seems that hopes were entertained
of an armed protection on the part of the northern re-
public in favor of the new acquisition; but soon the
folly of such expectations became apparent. Filisola
disregarded the protests,” and after several victorious
.encounters, routed the Salvadorans under Arce at
Mejicanos,® and entered the city of San Salvador with-
out further opposition on the 9th of February, 1823.
Filisola fulfilled the promise he had made the preced-
ing day to the ayuntamiento, that he would respect
all rights, and not treat the town as a conquered coun-
try. The only Salvadoran force remaining was com-
pelled, on the 21st of February, to surrender at Gual-
cince, a town on the other side of the Lempa River.”
This was the end of the war.®® Arce, who departed
for the United States, wrote Filisola from Belize a
letter full of firmness and dignity, meanwhile thank-

17. TFilisola himself confirmed the above in his address to the junta soberana
of Cent. Am. of June 24, 1823, note 10.

18Squier, in his 7ravels, ii. 383—4, rather emphatically com: this
¢ step expressive of sympathies and sentiments which still exis

1 ¢With a declaration that he was not waging war on the U. S., he con-
tinued his operations.’

18eb. 7, 1823. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 17-18.

19 Filisola issued passports to all who wished to quit the country, and even
furnished them money to leave. To the poor soldiers he afforded every facil-
ity to reach their homes.

21t must be acknowledged that to the gallantry and coustancy of the
sons’of this little province, Central America owed to a great extent its exist-
ence as a sovereign commonwealth. Zavala, Rev. N. Esp., i. 142, See also
Alaman, Hist. Méj., v. 476; Marure, Bosg. Hist, Cent. Am., i. 47; Suarez y
Navarro, Hist. Méj., 387; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 11-12.
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ing him for his humane conduct. Delgado remained
at his hacienda. The local authorities swore alle-
giance to the Mexican cmpire. Filisola now returned
to Guatemala,® where he arrived about the 6th or
7th of March. He had already received the news of
the movement in Mexico resulting in the overthrow
of Iturbide. It was this that hastened his return to
Guatemala, and induced him to adopt a course opposed
to his last instructions from Mexico. Granada, in
Nicaragua, had not been reduced to obedience. Gov-
ernor (onzalez Saravia had asked for troops to ac-
complish it, but Filisola declined to employ coercion;
and after informing him and Juan Fernandez Lindo,
governor of Honduras,” as well as other officials in
the provinces, of the state of affairs in Mexico, assured
them that he would take no important step without
first obtaining their assent. Indeed, after he con-
vinced himself that the imperial government had
fallen never to rise again, he arrived at the conclusion
that he had no right to keep annexed to Mexico the
Central American provinces; as the annexation had
been made solely, as claimed by Mexico and her sup-
porters, for the sake of securing stability to their
government, and the respect which would be afforded
1t from a long distance by a great and wealthy coun-
try. All this prestige had disappeared, owing to the
revolution at Casa Mata in Mexico,” the paper money,
and other arrangements made by Iturbide with refer-
ence to these provinces.

Being asked to summon a congress of all the prov-
inces ﬁntral America, he complied, issuing a de-
cree o 29th of March, 1823, with the view of
carrying out the acta of September 15, 1821, which
had been annulled by the incorporation of the country
with Mexico. This was tantamount to a recognition
of the independence of Central America from Mexico.?

2 Col Felipe Codallos was appointed governor of the province,
22 Tinoco had gone to Mexico.
2 Flist. Mex., v., this series.

2 Filisola’s course has been open to criticism. Some attributed it to a con-
HisTt, CENT, AM., VoL. III. &

‘iﬂ ’9’{:
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His decree was hailed with joy by the party friendly
to absolute independence. The Mexican or imperial-
ist party was vanquished, and the people were ready
to take an active part in the coming elections. Peace
was not only temporarily restored in Guatemala and
Salvador, but in Nicaragua and Costa Rica party
struggles were brought to a close.

In Granada, Ordofiez had continued committing
many outrages.” He had successfully repulsed Sara-
via, who had come against him from Leon. The latter
was in the act of preparing another expedition, when
Tilisola’s decree was promulgated, and he was sum-
moned to Guatemala. Nicaragua subsequently con-
stituted a junta gubernativa of its own.”

In Costa Rica, Saravia, with the aid of Bishop
Jerez, attempted to force the province into the union
with Mexico, and with that view endeavored to over-
throw the provincial government established at Car-
tago. A conspiracy was planned there, and its authors,
seconded in Ciudad Vieja, openly espoused the cause
of Iturbide on the 29th of March. The men of the
liberal party fled to San José, and after strengthen-
ing their ranks there and at Alajuela, attacked the
imperialists on the field of Las Lagunas, near Cartago,
and defeated them.” The town had to surrender,
and was occupied by the victorious independents, but

the seat of government remained in San José.”

viction that Cent. Am. could not be held as a province dependent from a re
public, which was practicable as a dependence of an empire. Others have
:supposed that he was prompted by personal ambition. Marure, Bosq. Ifist.
Cent. Am., 73, and Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 19, claim that it was the unavoid-
able result of the situation, which is not exactly true. With thegdorce at his
command, he might have maintained supremacy for a considegiilile time at
least. Filisola himself said that his object had been to avert civil war. In
his address of July 24, 1823, to the junta of Guatemala, he assured that body
that his recognition of its sovereignty had been with the sanction of the su-
prene exccutive government of Mexico, communicated to him on the 18th of
June. Filisola ¢ U« Junta Soberana de Guat., 1-8; Id., El Ciududano, 16-17.
% Among others, that of seizing, without any legal formality, the Spanish
vessel Sinacam, whose cargo he sold to procure provisions and other supplies
for his garrison. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 75; Ayon, Apuntes, 22-3.
21t was installed at Leon on the 17th of April, 1823. Marure, Efem., 6.
2 On the 15th of April. Marure, Efem., 6.
% Several of the conspirators were imprisoned at the capital, though only
for a short time. Molina, Costa Rica, 94; Astaburuaga, Cent. Am., 12.
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In Honduras, the provincial assembly resolved on
the 10th of May to enter into the union with the
other provinces of Central America, with the view of
constituting an independent nation.®

Central America then, after a fifteen months’ con-
nection with Mexico, was again in the same position
it had occupied at the time of separation from Spain.
No advantages had been derived from that union; but,
on the contrary, numerous heavy taxes had exhausted
the country, though the treasury was invariably
empty. The whole country was suffering from other
consequences of the internal wars, in the form of
abuses on the part of unscrupulous political parties
and military chiefs; none worse, however, than the
military sway imposed by Mexico.* There have not
been wanting those who believe the separation from
the northern republic was a false step.” The people
had for centuries lived under the same superior gov-
ernment, subject only to the Spanish crown. Then
followed a period when they often faced one another
as foes. Now they were invited to sit side by side
and discuss measures for the benefit of the great family
to which they all belonged. The elections were con-
ducted with enthusiasm on the part of the republicans,
the field having been left to them by the imperialists.*

Congress assembled on the 24th of June, 1823,
under the presidency of José Matias Delgado,* the

#®According to Marure, Efemérides, 6, rescrving the liberty of recognizing
anewyIturbide as the legitimate cmperor, should he be again restored to the’
imperial throne.

0 Deputies from Cent. Am. to the Mexican congress complained of out-
rages committed by Filisola’s soldiers, to which his-attention was called to
correct tHgm by the executive of that republie.

81 Cuevas, Porvenir de Méx., 254-6, laments it, considering it an act injuri-
ous to Cent. America’s best interests.

32The imperialists ‘se limitaron & opouerles algunas maniobras sordas, no
teniendo dnimo de disputarlas 4 cara descubierta.” Marure, Bosq. Iist. Cent.
Am., 82-3. The independents ‘contrajeron sus planes 4 ganar las elecciones,
¥ 4 hacer odiosas las tropas megicanas, procurando 4 toda costa, y por todos
los medios posibles hacerlas evacuar la republica.” Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 20.

8 The Ist of June had been the date originally fixed upon, but some pre-
liminary work not having been completed in time, the installation was neces-
sarily delayed. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 83.

$'Chiapas was not represented, that province having continued detached
from Cent. Am.
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installation being graced by the presence of Filisola
and the municipal council of the city.®

On the 2d of July following it assumed the name
of Asamblea Nacional Constituyente. The body was
in session nineteen months, closing its labors on the
23d of January, 1825. Its work was momentous,
having to organize a government imbued with the
prevailing liberal spirit; to improve the imperilled
finances; to establish relations with foreign powers;
and, what was of the highest importance, to bring
unity out of chaos. The first step toward the ac-
complishment of these purposes was taken on the 1st
of July, 1823, with the adoption of the ordinance
which declared the provinces of the former captain-
generalcy of Guatemala to be free and independent
states, confederated into a nation under the name of
Provincias Unidas del Centro de América.®® Inas-
much as a considerable number of representatives
had not arrived on that date, the ordinance was sub-
sequently ratified on the 1st of October®” The new
confederation was recognized by Mexico only a little
more than a year after.”

Shortly after independence was proclaimed, a divis-
ion of the powers of government into three branches
was resolved on; namely, the legislative, to be vested
in the asamblea; the executive, composed of three

35Tt is said that Filisola installed the congress, the Mexican troops taking
part with the native ones in paying honors to the national representatives.
Till the organization of an executive, the first decrees were addressgd to
Filisola, as superior political chief, for their execution. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am.,
20. That body, the first as well ag the most numerous, was at the same time
the most enlightened that the republic ever had. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent.
Am., i. 83; Id., Efem., T; Guot. Recop. Leyes, i. 16-24. .

3The full text with the names of the delegates present appears in Marure,
Bosq. ITist. Cent. Am., i. xiii.-xviil.; and Rocha, Cddigo Nic., i. 19-23. Its
principal clauses were: ‘That the said provinces. ..are free and independent
from old Spain, from Mexico, and every other power, alike of the old and
the new world, y que no son ni deben ser el patrimonio de persona ni familia
alguna.” Translations into other languages may be seen in Revue Américaine,
i, 877-97; Democratic Rev., i. 486-7. The act was drawn up by the deputy
José Francisco Cérdoba, who was a member of the committee to whom the
matter had been referred. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 21.

81 Quat., Recop. Leyes, i. 24-32,

38Aug. 20, 1824. Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mezx., i. '113; Alaman, Mem. &
las Cdm., 9.
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members, to be clected by and to be subject to that
body; and the judicial, to be exercised by the existing
courts.® The executive, as then constituted, was to
be wmerely provisional, and until a fundamental code
should give it a permanent organization. The public
debt was recognized; the catholic religion was declared
to be that of the state; and freedom of the press
decreed.

From the moment that the choice of the executive
occupied the attention of the assembly a division of
parties became manifest. The friends of absolute in-
dependence formed a large majority; those of the for-
mer Mejicanistas were few in number. The larger
portion of the deputies was composed of the best men
of the country, whatever their party affiliations, and
their intentions were upright. Those of moderate
vicws from all sections formed themselves into one
party, and went by the name of moderados; their
opponents applying to them the epithets of servil and
aristéerata.””  The radicals formed another organiza-
tion, and were called fiebres and liberales, their cne-
mies also giving them the appellation of anarquistas.

The liberal party advocated the establishment of a
federal republic, and as a rule was guided by a liberal
patriotism, and a desire to see the abolishment of
unjust privileges and antiquated vices in the govern-
ment. Its opponents, in favor of a centralized govern-
ment and the continuation of the old fueros, struggled
against the restrictions that were being put to the
influence of Guatemala. Nevertheless, a hiberal spirit
predominated for a time, and three well-known lib-
erals were chosen to constitute the executive au-
thority, namely, Manuel José Arce,” Doctor Pedro

3 Decree of July 15, 1823. Guat., Recop. Leyes, i. 32-3.

The party was mainly composed of members of the so-called noble
families, Spaniards, civil and military officers, the clergy, and the most igno-
rant class of the population. It was therefore the most numerous. Montiifar,
Resciia Iist., iv, 259.

41 As he was then in the United States, the canon Antonio de Larrazdbal
was to be his substitute during his absence. Larrazabal having declined the
position, it was given to Antonio Rivera Cabezas. Guat., Recop. Leyes, i.
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Molina, and Juan Vicente Villacorta.? It must be
acknowledged that this government was not a strong
one, the only man of superior talent in it being Mo-
lina, and he had little experience wherewith to found
a republic and manage its affairs at such a critical
period.

A constantly increasing coolness between the gov-
ernment and Filisola became intensified when the
deputies from Costa Rica and Nicaragua refused to
occupy their seats in the assembly while a Mexican
army had virtual sway over the capital. Complaints
also came from various quarters, of abuses committed
by the Mexican soldiers,”® and demands were made
for their departure. Some time elapsed in discussions

and negotiations, partly because of difficulty in rais-

ing the needed funds. DBut finally, all obstacles being
removed, Filisola departed with his force on the 3d
of August, 1823, leaving behind him a good name,
which was little affected by charges preferred against
him at a later date.**

The liberals now were at greater liberty to carry
out their plans, which involved, among other things,
the disappearance of old practices, including titles and
compellations,® not even the hackneyed ‘don’ escaping

164-70; Marure, Bosq. Hist, Cent. Am., i. 88; Id., Efem., 8; Mem. Rev.
Cent. Am., 22,

42 The moderados wanted José Dionisio Herrera of Honduras, in the tri-
umvirate, to avoid the undue influence Salvador would exercise, having two
of her citizens in the executive, and because they considered Herrera intel-
lectually superior to Villacorta. No one thought of José del Valle, who was
then in Mexico. Cuevas, Porvenir de Mex., 256-7, erroncously states that
the supreme authority was offered Filisola and he declined it. He declined
the office of jefe politico of Guatemala.

43 Just in some instances, no doubt; but it became known that Guatemalans
disguised as Mexicans committed hostile acts to bring the soldiers into dis-
credit. Filisola certainly strove to maintain order and discipline. 3 arure,
Dosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 89-93; Filisola, Il Civdadano, 22-8.

#José Francisco Barrundia, of whom prominent mention is made in this
history, severely attacked Filisola’s course in a pamphlet, which was replied
to in a small book entitled J{ Cindadano. .. Vicente Filisola d José F'rancisco
Barrundia, Puebla, 1824,132 p. The author defends himself, employing strong
invective against his accuser, charging him with hypoerisy and cowardice.
The book gives some historical data, but owing to its bitterness, must be re-
ceived with caution. Filisola after that time figured as a prominent soldier
of the Mexican republic in Texas, and during the war of the U. S. and Mex-
ico in 1846-8.

# Guat. Recop. Leyes, i. 877-8.
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the general reformatory tendency.*® A coat of arms
was likewise decreed, showing the national name in
golden letters,” as also a
tlag, the latter consisting of
three horizontal stripes, the
middle one being white,
with the national coat of
arms about half-way from
the mast, and the other two
blue.

Among other decrees en-
acted by the assembly in
1823, the following are
worthy of mention: One of  ggar, or Covrrar America.
August 21st, tc annul all
acts of the late imperial government affecting Cen-
tral America; one of August 26th, declaring the 15th
of September to be the national anniversary, and how
it was to be observed—this decree was reiterated
by the legislative assembly on the 15th of October,
1834; one of October 27th, directing the Central
American deputies—those of Chiapas excepted—to
withdraw from the Mexican congress; and one of
November 15th, to form a general census.*

Another measure adopted was that which author-
ized the executive to dismiss without formality all
officials having their appointments from the Spanish
or Mexican governments. Little discretion was shown
in this, and discontent resulted, which was made man-
ifest in the opposition met with by every measure of
the government, even such as were generally recog-
nized to be of public utility. Financial and military
affairs were in the worst possible condition. To im-
prove the former was a difficult task, the expenses

# Practically, the word ‘don’ never fell into disuse. The manner of ending
official letters was changed from the former ‘Dios guarde 4...muchos afios,’
to ¢Dios, Union, Libertad.” Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 94; Id.,
Efem., 7.

4 Decrees of the national assembly of Aug. 21 and Nov. 5, 1823. Rocka,
Cddigo Nic., i. 162; Guat., Recop. Leyes, i. 54-5.

8 Quat., Recop. Leyes, 1. 33-8, 461-3; Méx., Col. Dec. Sob. Cong., 219.
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being greater than during the colonial period, and
several branches of revenue, which formerly yielded
counsiderable resources, having disappeared with the
old dependence.®” As to the army, the greater part
of it had been disbanded, and only one battalion of
the regular force and a few bodies of militia formed
the entire defensive power of the republic. The gov-
ernment was almost at the mercy of a handful of men,
and it was not long before they exhibited their lack
of discipline and loyalty. The soldiers had for some
time past shown dissatisfaction at the neglect of the
government to pay them their dues. Under the cir-
cumstances, it was rather easy to prevail on them to
revolt, and it was done, the leader being Captain Ra-
fael Ariza y Torres.” The authorities, though aware
of his machinations, had taken no decisive measures
to defeat them,” other than commissioning Ignacio
Larrazdbal to make an investigation. Ariza, fearing
that delay might cause the failure of his plan, in the
evening of the 13th of September assumed the title of -
commander-in-chief of the forces; and the next morn-
ing ® volleys of musketry and other manifestations
apprised the alarmed inhabitants of the insurrection.
A scene of excitement ensued. The assembly hastily
met, and amidst the confusion a messenger came from
Ariza to assure the chamber of his loyal disposition
toward the government, and to add in explanation
that the position of commander had been forced upon
him by the troops. The messenger was peremptorily
ordered to retire without receiving any answer. A
number of enthusiastic citizens assailed a portion of
Ariza’s men, only to be driven back to the university
“Iiven the statistics that might have served as a basis for establishing im-
posts were not to be found. It was said that they had all been forwarded to
Mexico during the imperial rule.
ta,lii)o nl.ie was offended at not being appointed commanding officer of the bat-
°!'The author of Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 23-7, accused the government of
allowing the conspiracy to assmme serious proportions with the view of obtain-
ing larger powers, including that of levying forced loans.

4 *The 14th and 15th had been designated to commemorate the indepen-
ence.
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building, where the assembly held its sittings. A
show of defence was made there,” to enable the as-
semblymen to seck safety in flight. Few of their
number remained. Negotiations were then begun to
prevent the commission of outrages by the mutinous
soldiers, and the government finally gave way, and
conferred on Ariza the title of commander-in-chief;
he thereupon took the official oath on that day. The
concession was made only to gain time, hopes being
entertained that the auxiliaries summoned from the
surrounding country and other states would soon ar-
rive.

The rebellious captain had in the mean time begun
to realize his awkward position. Assuming a submis-
sive tone, he protested his readiness to obey the gov-
ernment; whereupon he was commanded to leave the
city and retire to Antigua, where his force dispersed
before any coercive action on the part of the govern-
ment and its allies became necessary. Ariza himself
escaped by flight the punishment which bis reckless
behavior deserved.®

But the difficulties were not yet over. The feeble
conduct of the government, and the humiliating con-
cessions it had made to the rebel, reflected so much
discredit that the labors of the moderado party for
the clection of a new executive now gave promise of
fruitful results.®® On the 4th of October congress re-
assembled, and the same day Villacorta, Molina, and
Rivera tendered their resignations, which were ac-
cepted; and in their stead, on the 4th of October,

% A number of perscns were killed and others wounded in the street fight.
Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 1. 102-3. On the 10th of Jan. following those
who perished in defence of the assembly were declared ‘benemdritos de la
patria en grado herdico.” Id., Efem., 8.

5t Marure, Bosq. Ilist. Cent. Am., i. 104, gives the almost incredible ac-
count that the soldiery behaved in an orderly manner.

% His principal assistant and second in command, Manuel Estrada, was
imprisoned and executed. An erroneous account of Ariza’s revolt is given by
Puydt and Binckum, Colonisation, 118-19, who place it in 1825, and assert it
was effected by order of the government in Spain.

°6It found support among some of the deputies who had not been present
at the election of the members of the executive. Mem. Eeo. Cent. Am., 25.
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Manuel José Arce was again elected, togsther with
José del Valle and Tomds O’Horan,” and as substi-
tutes for the two first, then absent, José Santiago
Milla, and Villacorta, the same person who had re-
signed.® The new government found at once its at-
tention engrossed by the troublesome situation, which
had arisen from the coming of a Salvadoran force,
called to help against the revolting soldiers. Although
forbidden to approach the city, and ordered to return
home, it refused to comply,” and on the 12th of Octo-
ber entered the city of Guatemala, all remonstrances
to the contrary having proved unavailing. The Sal-
vadorans occupied the capital three weeks, during
which rumors were rife of their plans to pillage the
place in retaliation of Guatemalan troops having oc-
cupied San Salvador the previous year. Brawls and
fights between them and soldiers from other provinces
were of daily occurrence.

The regular garrison and all the inhabitants breathed
more frecly when at last, on the 8d of November, the
unwelcome guests departed.® The same day the
auxiliary troops from Quezaltenango, who had been of
good use in kecping others somewhat in check, also
returned home.

% The last named being a foreigner, congress repealed the law which ad-
mitted only natives to the executive power, passed July 8th, when Filisola
had been proposed as a candidate. Foreigners who had rendered services to
the republic were made eligible. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 107.

% Villacorta at first declined the position, on the groupd that to exercise, as
a mere substitute, the functions he had just been discharging as proprietary in
the office, affected his honor, ‘era un paso que lastimaba su honor.” A unani-
mous resolution, however, of the congress, directing him to fill the office, in-
duced him to accept it. [d., 107-S. It has been said of him for his final
acceptance: ‘Tuvo la falta de delicadeza de admitir la suplencia.” Mem. Rev.
Cent. Am., 26. *

® The Salvadoran commander alleged instructions from his government
not to go back till he became convinced that the assembly could continue its
labors withont hinderance in the future. In Guatemala it was said that he
had been prevailed on by the liberal party, somewhat displeased at the last
elections for executive, not to heed the command toretire. In consequence of
the events of Sept. 14th in Guatemala, the diputacion provincial at San Sal-
vador on the 27th of Oct. assumed the powers of a junta gubernativa, and
exercised them till the constituent congress of the state was installed. Ma-
rure, Ijfem., 8.

% ¢ No sin algunos aparatos escandalosos y hostiles de parte de los salva~
doreinios.” Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 27.
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The labors of the assembly had been continued in
the mean time, and on the 17th of December, 1823,
were decrced and published the bases of the constitu-
tion for the republic,” adopting a popular, represent-
ative, federal form of government. Kach one of the
five states, Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras, Nicara-
gua, and Costa Rica, which were to form the confeder-
ation of Central America, was to have the same
division of powers, and with the same functions, in
its internal administration, as the general government
with respect to the whole republic.®

The labors of framing the constitution lasted a
year longer, and were terminated only on the 22d of
November, 1824, when the fundamental law of the
Central American republic was promulgated, strict
obedience thereto being solemnly sworn on the 15th
of April, 1825, and ratified by the national congress
five months later, namely, on the 1st of September.
While discussing the constitution, both the liberal
and moderado parties used their best efforts for the
adoption of their respective principles. The former
triumphed, being especially strong in the provinces,
wherdas its antagonists resided chiefly in the capital.
Although a number of good and able men were among
the members of the congress, their~good purposes
were repeatedly balked by party spirit; and thus only
an imperfect result was obtained in the constitution
adopted November 22, 1824.%* It was the first
effort to define the rules for the government of a coun-
try which at that time was beginning the life of an

61 They had been reported to the chamber by its committee on the 25th of
Oct. Marure, Efem., 8.

62 The states had already constituted their governments by Sept. 1824.
Chiapas was not included among the new states. Her admission was left open
for such a time as she should apply for it, the belief in Cent. Am. being that
the province had not voluntarily attached itself to Mexico. Guat., Llecop.
Leyes, i. 40-2, 59-62, 68, 96-7; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 27; Marure, Bosq. Hist.
Cent. Am., i. 120-1, 149; La Tribuna, ii., no. 2.

63 Marure, Efem., 12, gives the date as April 10th.

¢ Cent. Am., Informe sobre la Constituc., 1-73, and 1-80. This constitu-
tion has been called ‘el bello ideal de copiantes y teoristas que sofiaron un
pueblo para constituirlo, y que no conocian el pais en que nacieron.” Mem. Iev.
Cent. Am., 36.
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independent nation. The constitution of the United
States had been taken as a model; but 1t had not
been borne in mind that a difference existed between
the people of the northern and Central American
republics at the time when they respectively gained
their independence. However good the intentions of
the framers of the Central American constitution,
they fell short of their object; for in adopting certain
forms, altogether inappropriate, they also introduced
contradictory clauses. No provision was made for a
federal district to hold the national capital. Thus
Guatemala, where the federal authorities then and
afterward resided, became also the seat of the state
government, and in the course of time collisions were
unavoidable.® The constitution further defined the
rights of property and liberty of thought, as well as
freedom of the press, and placed the chief authority
of the republic in the hands of congress,® in addition
to the legislative power with which it was vested.
Laws were to be enacted by the two houses forming
the congress, one of which was the senate, whose
members were also elected by the people, two for
every state.  This body acted as an executive coun-
cil, with a general supervision to see that the different
high officials and magistrates faithfully discharged
their duties. Its president was ex officio vice-presi-
dent of the republic.” A supreme court of justice

% The asamblea, foreseeing this, had designed La Antigua as the meeting
place of the loeal congress; but the latter at its first sittings selected for
tuture times the eapital. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 179,

% Such as to determine the military and financial budgets, superintend the
education of the people, declare war and eonclude peace, and regulate the
financial and commercial interests of the country. Its members were to be
clected at the rate of one for every 30,000 inhabitants. Jd., 174-5. There
were 17 representatives for Guatemala, nine for Salvador, five for Honduras,
six for Nicaragua, and two for Costa Rica. Astaburuaga, Cent. Am., 13.
Danlop, Cent. Am., 164, says Honduras had six representatives.

S Astaburuaga, Cent. Am., 13. Molina, Costa Rica, 19, eritieises this or-
ganization as follows: ‘Se establecié un senado nulo, un Ejecutivo impotente
Y un eongreso absoluto.” Necessarily the greater number of representatives
of Guatemala would outweigh those of the other states, and thus make the
conjtiltution only an imperfect copy of that which had originally served as a
model,
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was also created, the members being, like those of
congress and senate, chosen by popular vote.®

Among the most important laws enacted were
those of December 31, 1828, and April 17 and 24,
1824, which emancipated all slaves, and made free
slaves of other countries coming to Central Amer-
ica.”  The slave-trade was prohibited, under the pen-
alty of forfeiture of the rights of citizenship.® Of all
the nations of North America, to the Central Amer-
ican republic belongs the honor of having first prac-
tically abolished slavery.™

The new republic also took a deep interest in a pro-
ject for the union of all the American states.™ The
project failed, because of its impracticability. The
particulars of this subject are given in treating of the
famous Panamd congress of American nations.

The exhausted condition of the treasury appearing
to be the chief impediment to all projected 1mprove-
ments, the remedy was looked for in a foreign loan,
about $7,000,000 being borrowed on rather favorable
terms from a London firm.”® The tobacco and cus-
toms revenues were pledged toward its repayment.™

%8 Part of the constitution is given in Rocka, C'ddigo Nic., i. 37-9; on the
following pages will be found such clauses of the old Spanish constitution as
were retained under the new system. See also Peralta, Costa R., 5; Asta-
burvaga, Cent. Am., 13-5.

89 ¢Se hacen libres los esclavos que de reinos extranjeros pasen 4 nuestros
Estados, por recobrar su libertad.’ Rocha, Cédigo Nic., i. 212-13; Guat., Recop.
Leyes, i. 217-9; Marure, Bosy. Ilist. Cent. Am., i. 133-5; Id., Efem., 10.

" Holders of slaves thus emancipated were to be indemnified. We are
assured that no one ever applied for such indemnification.

™ 1In 1840 Great Britain, would-be champion of the world’s high morality,
on one occasion claimed the return of some fugitive slaves from Belize, and
supported the demand with the presence of a man-of-war. Notwithstanding
ber weakness, Central America refused to comply, on the ground that under
her constitution there were no slaves in the country. Crowe’s Gospel, 121-2;
Squier’s Travels, ii. 385-6; Revue Américaine, ii. 550; Dunlop’s Cent. Am.,
163. According to Molina, the number of slaves thus emancipated was about
1,000.

2 ‘Una confederacion general que representase unida 4 la gran familia
americana.’ Marure, Dosq. Hist. Cent. Am., 138.

3 Barclay, Herring, Richardson, & Co., whose agent was J. Bailey. Thomp-
son’s Quat., 266; Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 143,

“One of the conditions was that the republic should not contract for
another loan within two years. It was estimated that the debt could be paid
in 20 years. Asamblea Nac., Decreto, Dec. G, 1824, in Marure, Bosq. Ilist.
Cent. Am., i. 144. That expectation was not rcalized. Details will appear
in connection with the finances of the republic, elsewhere in this volume.
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It is understood that a portion of the money was
applied to strengthening the fortifications, and the
remainder was distributed among the states for their
local requirements.

The initiation and execution of the different meas-
ures I have made mention of, and others of less mag-
nitude, were the work of the constituent assembly,
which closed its‘session on the 23d of January, 1825.
If all its resolwions were not wise ones, allowance
must be made for the many difficulties that were in
the way, and a full recognition given its members of
the good faith and assiduity with which they per-
formed their work.™

" The total number of decrees passed was 137, and of orders 1186. El In-
dicador de Quat., 1825, no. 16,
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Tue first constitutional congress of the Estados
Federados de Centro Amdrica was installed on the
6th of February, 1825, Mariano Galvez being chosen »

resident,! as well as the leader of the liberal party.
b
A number of the old delegates had been reélected for
the new body,? whose principal duties were the elec-
tion of a president, and the ratification of the consti-
tution. The latter, as we have already seen, was on
the 1st of September; the former proved a more difhi-
cult task, and was achieved amidst contradictions and
stormy discussions. The provisional executive power
1He is represented as an able man, who had formerly favored the union
with Mexico, but afterward joined the liberal party, becoming one of its most
prominent members, The author of Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 39-41, 46, while
acknowledging his ability, says that he was *de poca delicadeza. ..de un ca-
ricter falso, y afectando una franqueza y una moderacion que no le es propia.’
2The delegates of the diffcrent states were in the following proportion:
Guatemala 17, Salvador 9, Honduras and Nicaragua 6 each, Costa Rica 2.
The total number being 40, and not 34 as Squier erroneously haa it. Travels,
ii. 388.
(79)
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eiected in 1823 had not been harmonious. Arce and
Valle assumed their duties soon after their election,
and before many days had serious differences, which
ended in Arce’s resignation of the presidency of the
triumvirate. Being replaced by José Manuel de la
Cerda, he departed for Salvador and Nicaragua, ex-
erting himself in the pacification of the latter. His
services in this direction won him much good-will,
and it was proposed to make him the first constitu-
donal president of the republic, a proposition that met
with popular favor. Meanwhile his opponent, Valle,
was also working.® Since May 1824 the congress had
been convoked. Both liberals and moderados had
untiringly worked for their respective candidates.
The latter seemed to have every prospect of victory;
of the 79 votes cast, 41 being for Valle, their candi-
date.* As 42 votes were necessary for a choice under
the constitution, congress assumed the right of sclect-
ing one of the two candidates. A compromise be-
tween the contending parties was effected, Arce
pledging himself to remain neutral on certain ques-
tions upon which the other party was much disturbed.®
The moderados then voted for Arce, and congress, on
the 21st of April, 1825, declared him to have been duly
elected by a majority of twenty-two votes against five
for Valle. The latter was recognized as the vice-
president, and having declined the position, Mariano
Beltranena was chosen in his place.® The justices of

8 Arce had in his favor the prestige of past services, and his sufferings in
the cause of independence. Valle had the support of those who objected to
Salvadoran predominance. Moreover, he had been educated in Guatemala,
and had property there; from which circumstances it was surmised that he
would be more in sympathy with that state and the so-called serviles. Ma-
rure, Bosq. Iist. Cent. Am.,i. 150; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 28-9.

*The total number of votes for the whole republic was 82, but three had
been rejected by congress for various reasons. Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am.,
i. 210-11; Mem. Lev. Cent. Am., 40-1.

® Salvador insisted on having an episcopal see, in order to be independent
of Guatemala in ecclesiastical atfairs. This was the chief question at issue.
Arce promised to leave its decision to the next congress. Arce, Mem., 3.
Valle really had obtained more votes than Arce, and congress defrauded him
of his clection. Montifar, Resesia Iist., i. 268.

.. ®Barrundia had been elected upon Valle’s refusal to accept the office, and
likewise declined it. Valle protested against Arce’s election as illegal, in
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the supreme court were clected at the same time, and
on the 29th of April” took possession of their offices.

The recognition of the Central American republic
as an independent nation had engaged the attention
of the supreme authorities at the same time that the
internal organization was proceeding. The first treaty
concluded by the new republic was on the 15th of
March, 1825, with Colombia, Pedro Molina acting as
its plenipotentiary at Bogotd.®* A few months later,
at Washington, on the 5th of December, 1825, a treaty
was entered into with the United States of America,
with which power there had been formal relations
since the beginning of the year.” Antonio José Cailas
represented Central America as her plenipotentiary.
The United States soon after accredited William
Miller as chargé d’affaires near the new republic.
Diplomatic relations with Great Britain and the
Netherlands were opened early in 1825. Spain con-
tinued refusing to recognize the independence of Cen-
tral America, and the pope followed in her footsteps,
as he had done in regard to Mexico.”

several writings, apparently to little purpose. Il Indicador, 1825, no. 26 et
seq.; Ll Liberal, 1825, no. 7, 8; Nulidad de la prim. elec., passim; Marure,
Bosq. Ilist. Cent. Am., i. 212-13; [d., Ljfem., 13.

7 Arce, Mem., 4, has it April 30th, but in view of the numerous misprints
in his work, the date given in the text is probably more correct. 1t is the
one supported by Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am.,i. 213; Squier’'s Travels, ii.
3883 Dunlop’s Cent. Am., 164, Itsfirst president was Tomds Antonio O’Horan.
This court superseded the audiencia founded in 1544 at Gracias & Dios, and
transferred in 1549 to Guatemala. Marure, Efem., 14.

81t was for a defensive and offensive alliance and equal privileges of trade,
It was ratified by the Cent. Am. govt Sept. 12, 1825. The full text is given
in Rocha, Cddigo Nic., i. 95-9; Marure, Bosq. flist. Cent. Am., i. xxxviii.—
xlvii. See also Ayon, Consid. Lim., 28-9; Gacela de Salv., Oct. 12, 1854.

9Tt was therein stipulated that the citizens of both republics should enjoy
all the rights granted by one or the other to the most favored nation. The
same rights for political purposes were also agreed upon, that of free exercise
of religion being included. All clauses of a commercial character were to be
in force 12 years; the others perpetually. Privileges and rights enjoyed by
the citizens of either republic were to be also allowed to those immigrating
from the other. This treaty was ratified by the younger republic on the 28th
of June, 1826. The text in both English and Spanish may be secn in U. 8.
Govt Doc., U. 8. Acts, Cong. 19, Sess. 2, Sen. Doc. 1, i. 149-70; Am. St.
Pap., For. Rel., v. 774-82; Gordon’s Digest of Laws, 328-35; Marure, Bosq.
Iist, Cent. Am., i. xlvii.-1xv.

WArce’s Mess., March 1, 1826, in Repertorio Am., i. 274-9; Santangelo,
Congreso Panamd, 73-5.

Hist. CENT. AM., Vor. III. §



82 CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT.

The republic being now fairly launched, had Arce
possessed the ability all might have gone well. DBut
he either overestimated his administrative powers, or
underrated the magnitude of his task; and after de-
creeing some wise measures upon the military defences,
he began to sow dissatisfaction by his vacillating
policy. A member of the liberal party from the first
day that he took part in the political affairs of the
country, he now committed the serious error of
~abandoning the ground upon which he might have
trod with safety. In his endeavors to please both
parties, he succeeded in offending the liberals without
securing the confidence of their opponents, who, though
willing enough to admit him to their ranks, declined
rendering implicit obedience. His former friends now
openly assailed him.®

A conflict sprang up, also, between the federal gov-
ernment and the local authorities of Guatemala City,
because the latter refused to take part in celebrating
the anniversary of the installation of the first assembly
on the 24th of June, and force was at last brought to
bear upon them.”

The 1ll-feeling against Arce became intensified when
the state government soon after decreed a transfer of
its seat to Guatemala, and for want of accommodations
in public buildings, took possession of the property of
private citizens without their consent. The owners
claimed protection from the federal congress, and
scrious disturbances were averted only by a compro-
mise. During this episode the moderados or serviles
kept fanning the flame of discord between Arce and
the liberals, extolling his measures. When the first
congress closed its session, on the 25th of December,

. ''Their newspapers, Ll Liberal and Don Meliton, charged him with par-
tiality and incapacity. The latter, for its satire and ridicule, was the more
formidable foe, as Arce himself acknowledges. Mem., 5.

The departmental chief of Guatemala claimed that he was not under
Arce’s authority, but under that of the state, then residing at La Antigua.
Congress empowered the executive to compel the local authorities to attend
the celebration, and it was done. Arce, Mem., 8.
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1825," the political features of the country had notably
changed. DBut fortunately the danger to the republic
from the action of the serviles was avoided, because,
upon lots being cast on the 1st of October for the re-
newals of members of congress,!* the retiring members
happened to be chiefly of districts where the servile
party had majorities before, and were now replaced
by liberals, the preponderance of the latter being thus
increased. The second constitutional congress assemn-
bled on the 1st of March, 1826. Among its mem-
bers was Valle, who, bent on revenge, erelong made
common cause with the liberals,” though he was not
allowed to exercise a predominant influence in their
counsels.

On the day congress opened, the president delivered
his message detailing the condition of the country,
but most of it had reference to the relations with
forcign powers.”® The impending rupture was finally
hastened by the president’s course toward Colonel
Nicolds Raoul, a French officer who had recently ar-
rived from Colombia, and had been made commander
of the artillery and a member of the council of war.”
Notwithstanding the considerations and favors con-
ferred on him by Arce, no sooner had he received his
appointment than he openly sided with the liberals
and gave utterances against the government. There-
forc, when Raoul was summoned by congress to aid
in the organization of the federal troops, the president,
to get rid of him, sent him to explore the northern
coasts.® Arce then undertook to increase the federal

13The total number of decrees enacted was 92, and that of orders sub-
mitted to the executive 308. For more details, see Kl Centro Americano,
1826, 38.

14 One half of the representatives of every state had to retire, according to
the constitution.

15 [{c had at first declined the eonnection, but afterward accepted it ‘para
dar rienda suelta 4 sus resentimientos y pasiones contra el presidente Arce.’
Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 48.

16 Text in Repertorio Am., i. 273-89.

1 He brought letters of recommendation from Pedro Molina, who was
representing Cent. Am. at Bogotd, and had a high opinion of him, as he had
served under Napoleon. Marure, osq. List, Cent. Am., i. 230.

18After he completed that work he was ordered to remain on the eoast till
further orders from the government. The congress tricd in vain to prevent it.
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army to 4,000 men, under the pretext that such a
force was needed for the pacification of Nicaragua,
and the defence of the country against a Spanish in-
vasion, rumors of which were circulating. In order
to facilitate the operation, he proposed that the mem-
bers of congress should stir up public enthusiasm in
their respective states; but instead of acceding to his
recommendation, several persons known to be hostile
to the government, among them Raoul, were selected
by that body. All remonstrances to the contrary on
the part of Arce® had no other effect than to imbitter
the liberals against him. Charges were accordingly
brought forth, such as his neglecting to lay before
congress an account of expenditures during his ad-
ministration, and his having squandered a considerable
portion of the money raised by loan in London. The
outery against his conduct was growing louder from
day to day.

This unsatisfactory state of affairs determined Arce
to dissolve congress.  Still he was loath to use violent
means, and in fact, there was no need of it. One of
the clauses of the constitution allowed the admission
of substitutes for the deputics to congress in certain
cases, and both parties had taken advantage of it
without opposition. However, when the question of
calling the president to account arose, the serviles
protested against the presence of the liberal substi-
tutes which gave to that party the majority.® On
the 2d of June the deputies from Salvador, under in-
structions from their government, which was friendly
to Arce, abandoned their seats, their example being
followed by those from Costa Rica and most of the
scrviles, thus leaving the chamber without a quorum.®
The session was reopened, however, ten days later,

¥The reasons adduced by him in his Mem., 22-4, and comments on the
same in Marure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 236-7.

*Ilste asunto se renovaba cada vez que 4 los diputados ministeriales
convenia paralizar algun golpe contra el egecutivo.” Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 51.

*'The deputics of Salvador defended their course in a long argument,
J une 8, 1826, calling it an inevitable result of the unlawful conduct of the
majority of congress. Doc., in Aree, Mem., 10-17.
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upon the liberals pledging themselves not to introduce
any motion against the president or the serviles, aud
thenceforth the discussions were confined to matters
of a general character till the 30th of June, when the
session was closed; but the deputies of Salvador and
Costa Rica had not resumed their seats.

It was now evident that a collision was unavoidable.
The state government, controlled by the liberals, be-
came fearful that the serviles, in their endeavor to
support the president, might also attack the author-
ities of Guatemala, and under the pretext of an inva-
sion threatening from Chiapas, secretly began to make
military preparations. Salvador and Costa Rica, on
the other hand, offered aid of troops to the federa
government. Both parties precipitated the crisis: the
hiberals by their heedless attacks on the clergy,” and
specially by ridiculing its members; the serviles by

\ fanning, jointly with the clericals, ill feeling among

the low, ignorant classes, whom it was easy to per-
suade that the liberal party aimed at the destruction
of their religion. This had now become a matter of
greater ease, owing to the irritation already existing,
caused by the forced loans and recn‘l/}ting for the army
decreed by the state government! Strange though
it may appear, the serviles had uo suspicion that the
federal authorities were aware of their intrigues. The
clash came in May 1826, when Raoul, without having
fulfilled his commission on the northern coast, tendered
his resignation, accompanied with a number of invec-
tives against the exccutive, which he subsequently
repeated in a second letter.® Ile was arrested on the
17th of July, and subjected to the action of a court-
martial for disrepect and insubordination. This raised
a storm of fury in the local legislature, where Raoul’s

2 Restricting tho archbishop’s powers, and placing him to some extent
under civil authority; suppressing the subventions of curates, and abolishin,
certain privileges the clergy had till then enjoyed; tithes were reduced, an
persons under 25 years of age were not allowed to take monastic vows. Ma-
rure, Bosq. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 244-5.

23The full text of the resignation is given in Arce, Mem., 25-7.
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arrest was considered as an encroachment on the state’s
authority. An order of arrest was issued against
Captain Espinola, the officer who had carried out the
commands of the federal executive, and the jefe, or
chief of the state, Juan Barrundia, was authorized to
raise a sufficient force to seize Espinola’s person,® and
the pecuniary contingent of the state for federal ex-
penses was withheld.”

The troops despatched to arrest Espinola numbered
300 men, and were commanded by Cayetano de la
Cerda, who encountered his man near Acasaguastlan.
To avoid bloodshed, a capitulation was agreed upon
by both parties until they should obtain further orders
from their respective governments.?

When news of this agreement rcached Guatemala,
a foew days later, simultaneously rumors came to the
ears of Arcc that a coup-de-main was contemplated
by Barrundia, with the evident intent of effecting his
removal. To anticipate the blow,” on the 5th of
September Arce seeretly ordered the commander of
the federal forces to arrest Barrundia at an early hour
the following morning, and disarm the state troops,
using foree if necessary.® This was done, the officer
meeting with no resistance.” The liberals had no
suspicion of Arce’s resolve till after its execution.

24 ¢ Pondr4 sobre las armas toda la fuerza que crea necesaria. ..En caso de
resistencia repelerd la fuerza con la fuerza.’ 1d., 32.

% On the ground that only Guatemala had paid such contingent, and even
more, and the other states had arbitrarily ecluded payments. Arce was ac-
cused, not without foundation, it scems, of allowing such discrimination.

260n September 3, 1826; the document merely stipulates a temporary sus-
pension of hostilities, without further entering into the question. Arce, Mem.,
39. It has been asserted that Ispinola held a favorable position, and adds:
A pesar de esto, capitulé vergouzosamente’—a charge without much founda-
tion, in view of the numerical superiority of the Guatemalan forces. Aem. Rev.
Cent. dm., 52-3.

T Arce, Mem., 39-41, gives a lengthy account of his deliberations, and
doubts whether it would or not be just, and consistent with his duties, to im-
prison Barrundia, all of which is at least doubtful.

28 Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 53. Crowe’s Gospel, 127, and Squier’s Travels, ii.
393, confound the jefe with his brother José Francisco. The orders were,
‘Que en el caso de resistencia obre fuertemente hasta concluir cl arresto y ocu-
pacion de las armas.” Arce, Mem., 41-2.

2 This non-resistance is attributed to treachery on the part of Vera, a
Mexican commanding the state forces, who subsequentlv entered the federal
service. BMarure, Dosq. Ilist. Cent. Am., i. 254-5.
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The vice-jefe of the state, Cirilo Flores, then forth-
with assumed the government, and "being tendered
the aid of federal troops to support his authority,
proudly rejected 1t.*

On the following day the chiefs of the other states
were apprised of Barrundia’s arrest, in a circular from
Arce defending his course, which he declared to have
been pursuant to duty under the constitution.® Such
was the position assumed by his friends and by the
serviles in general; while the radical liberals, taking a
different view, denounced him as a violator of the
constitution.® However, the energy thus displayed
by Arce was rather favorably looked upon, perhaps
from a feeling of relief arising from the supposition
that party bickerings had been brought to an end,
more than from any sympathy for Arce. The presi-
dent might now have strengthened his party, but did
. not, and went on committing serious mistakes. In-
stead of turning the imprisoned Barrundia over to the
state assembly, as prescribed by the constitution, to
be tried upon the several charges that had been osten-
tatiously preferred against him, he allowed the legal
time for prosecution to elapse, and then released the
prisoner under bonds.®

The second constitutional congress was to meet on
the 1st of October, 1826, and the liberal party had,
since September, industriously worked to sccure a
majority. DBut on the appointed day there was no

uorum, the members of the opposition having re-
fused to take their seats, evidently to prevent the
adoption of any measures against the president.* It

30 Doc., in Arce, Mem., 20.

311t is a long doc., giving details, and dwelling specially on the part
Raoul had played. Id., 27-31.

32 Comments and details on the subject in Marure, Bosq. Ilist. Cent. Am.,
i. 255-8; Mem. Lev. Cent. Am., 53—4.

33 ¢Iiste desenlace hizo ridiculo todo lo que dntes habia parecido un golpe
maestro.” Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 54.

31T save appearances, Arce pretended to induce his supporters to assume
their positions in the chamber, but there is little doubt of its being mere
sham. It has been intimated that even some liberals declined to sit, from
apprehension that an investigation of Arce’s conduct might lead to civil war
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was rather suspicious that the government at San Sal-
vador, always friendly to Arce, had forbidden its del-
egates to occupy their seats in congress unless it were
to discuss the expediency of transferring the federal
authorities to some place distant from Guatemala.®
It soon became apparent that the president’s aim was
to have his own assembly, for on the 10th of October
he convoked an extraordinary congress.®® This was
open violation of the constitution, which vested in the
senate the authority for convoking, and moreover
limited representation to only one delegate for every
30,000 inhabitants. Much indignation was felt by
the members of congress, who had constituted them-
selves into an organizing commission, but dispersed
on the same day that Arce’s decree was published.”

Exciting events now followed in quick succession.
The vice-jefe Cirilo Flores and the state authorities
had retired on the 8th of October to Quezaltenango,
where he was murdered a few days afterward—on the
13th—by a mob of fanatical Indians.® The act was

55 8till declaring its allegiance to the federation. Gaz. de Jéx., Jan. 25.
1827; Arce, Mem., 51,

86 The impossibility of obtaining a quorum of members chosen to the 2
congress, and impending civil war, were among the reasons assigned for his
action. The clections were to be made on the basis of two deputies for every
30,000 inhabitants, and Cojutepeque in Salvador was appointed as the place
of meeting. This measure was at first well reccived by the states, but
afterward rejected in consequence of a decree of the Salvador government on
the Gth of Dec., inviting the federal deputies to meet at the villa of Ahuacha-
pan. Marure, Efem., 17; Mem. Lev. Cent. Am., 56.

$1Qct. 11, 1826, Marure, Dosq. Hist. Cent. Am.,i.273; Corres. Fed. Mex.,
Nov. 27, 1826.

8IIe sought refuge in the parish church, but was pursued by the crowd.
His only safety lay in the pulpit, the remonstrances of the religious, and the
presence of the host. The religious succeeded at times in calming the rab-
ble, promising that Flores should be sent into exile, DBut Antonio Corzo, who
was in the court-yard with a few poorly armed militiamen, fired a volley upon
the mob, which became still more excited. The women dragged Flores from
the pulpit, took him out of the temple, ‘y le inmolaron en un claustro bar-
bara y horrorosamente.” Mem. Rev, Cent. Am., 57-S. Squier’s Travels, ii.
396, has it that the Indians had been infuriated by the harangues of a friar
fromn the pulpit, and that the rabble slaughtered Ilores at the very foot of
the altar, literally rending his body in pieces; the apparent cause of this
vindictiveness of the priests being that in the general levy of taxes for the
state the property of the convents had not been spared. ‘And thus was the
movement started by the aristocrats, seconded by their allies, the priests.’
Ex-president Morazan, referring to that catastrophe, uses these words: ‘Pues-
to en manos de un feroz populacho. instigado por las funestas ideas que le
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attributed to Arce and his immediate friends, but
apparently without much reason,® though it must be
admitted that intrigues of the servile party and the
preaching of hostile priests aroused the fanaticism of
the populace to such a degree that the slightest cause
would bring about the commission of outrages. The
trouble did not end with Flores’ death, for many mem-
bers of the assembly and representative council were
compelled to flee for their lives.

The state was now powerless, for even 1its military
forces disappeared before the federal troops. The
liberals in the state and republic saw their hopes
dashed, and many emigrated. Arce held the execu-
tive authority of both the federation and the state of
Guatemala; and acting upon the advice of Salvador,
he began reorganization, decrecing on the 31st of
October the election of a new exccutive and legisla-
ture for Guatemala, from which the inhabitants enter-
tained hopes of a final restoration of peace throughout
the republic. But those hopes were frustrated by a
sudden change of policy on the part of the Salvador
government, which surprised everybody, all the more
from the fact that it had heretofore firmly supported
the president.

inculcaron sus sacerdotes, perecié al pié de las imdgenes de los santos, 4 la
vista de sus inicuos jueces, y en presencia de la eucaristia, que estos cubricran.’
Apuntes, MS., 4. Flores had been noted for his charity to the poor, specially
to the Indians, to whom he constantly gave medical aid, medicines, and
other necessaries. The state assembly, after being restored in 1829, decreed
honors to his memory, and ordered placed in its hall of sessions an inscription
in letters of gold, as follows: ‘Al inmortal Vice-jefe Ciudadano Cirilo Flores,
mértir de la Libertad, sacrificado en Quezaltenango, ¢ 1 las aras de la ley.’
In May 1831 the name of Ciudad Flores was given in his honor to the head
town of the district of Peten. Marure, Efem., 17, 28.

39The liberals looked upon it as the result of an arrangement of Arce and
hispartisans; the latter declared it to have resulted from an accident, orrather
from violent acts on the part of liberals in Quezaltenango, such as forcibly
taking horses in the night from private houses and the Kranciscan convent.
Marure states that he thorougly examined every document bearing on the
subject, and found no evidence against Arce or his party. Bosq. Hist. Cent.
Am., i. 275-85. The author of Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 58, acquits Arce,
attributing the act to a sudden popular excitement. Sece also Astaburuage,
Cent. Am., 155 Crowe’s Gospel, 127-8; Pineda, in Guat., Recop. Leyes, iii.
348; Corres. Fed. Mezx., Nov. 9, 1826; Doc., in Arce Mem., 32-3.

40 There was an effort toward reconciliation, the liberals offering to make
?oncsssions, and Arce favoring their proposals; but the serviles haughtily re-

used.
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Pedro Molina arrived at San Salvador from Panamd
when Arce had in his charge the affairs of Guate-
mala, and had decreed the new elections for the state.
Being a political opponent of the president, Molina
refused to go to Guatemala to report the action of
the Panamd congress. It was not a difficult matter
for him to find congenial spirits for an intrigue against
the federal executive. An estrangement had occurred
between Arce and Delgado, who aspired to be bishop
of San Salvador,* and was a man of great political
power. Moreover, it so hdppened that the jefe of
Salvador, owing to ill health, had to turn over his
office to the vice-jefe, Mariano Prado, who was under
the influence of the discontented party. His first act
was to repeal Arce’s decree of October 10th convok-
ing an extraordinary congress at Cojutepeque.* Then
simultaneously forces were levied in Salvador, osten-
sibly to protect congress when assembled at Ahua-
chapan. Internal difficulties in Honduras led the
federal government to interfere;** and thus, at the
end of 1826, there were a number of forces at work
to drive Arce from the presidential seat. This state
of affairs continued till February 1827, when rumors
of an invasion began to circulate in Guatemala. The
next month Salvadoran forces,under Trigueros, started
on their march toward the capital. All doubts about
the plans of the invading army having ceased, Arce
displayed unusual activity in his preparations to meet
the enemy. With the aid of the newly chosen jefe
of Guatemala, Aycinena, he increased the garrison to

1 Owing, it was said, to the publication of a pontifical bull, which, under
Arce’s cxequatur, had been restricted to Guatemala by the archbishop, a
step that Delgado supposed to have been by Arce’s instigation, or at least a
lack of interest on his part for San Salvador. Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 0.
Arce himself attributed the estrangement to party intrigues. Mem., GO.
Dunlop, Cent. Am., 165, assigns disputes about the erection of the bishopric
as the cause of the rupture.

42 Arce, Mem., 01, finds fault with Prado’s act, when his own had been
just as illegal.

# Colonel Milla invaded the state with a federal force, captured Comaya-
gua on the 9th of May, 1827, and arrested the jefe of the state, Herrera
The whole was a wanton proceeding. Morazan, Apuntes, MS., 6-9.
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2,000 men, and leaving the executive authority in
charge of Vice-president Beltranena, took personal
command of the troops. He made an efiort, how-
ever, to avert an encounter, but without avail;* and
they fought, a few days later, at Guadalupe, a short
distance trom Guatemala, the invaders being repulsed,
and the following day, March 23d, utterly routed at
Arrazola.®® This victory caused great exultation in
Guatemala, and Arce’s prestige grew rapidly. Money
and retnforcements were cheerfully placed at his
command, and he allowed himself to be carried away
by evil counsels to pursue an aggressive policy and
punish Salvador.*

The federal army marched in April into the state
of Salvador, and reénforced from Sonsonate and Santa
Ana,* reached Nejapa without opposition, that place
being about twelve miles from the city of San Salva-
dor. After certain negotiations for peace, which had
no satisfactory result, Arce attacked the city on the
18th of May, at the head of 2,000 men, and was re-
pulsed with heavy loss. His slow movements had
given the Salvadorans time to act.*® His retreat was
in good order to Santa Ana; but from this place, de-
sertions having greatly diminished the force, it degen-
erated into flight, of which the pursuing Salvadorans
failed to take advantage. Arce reached Cuajiniqui-
lapa toward the end of May, with only 300 men.

4The commander of the Salvadorans was unable to explain his illegal
proceeding. Doc., in Arce, Mem., 45-0.

% Detailed accounts, with copies of the official exaggerated reports, are
given in Guz. de Méx., Apr. 26 till May 1 and May 22, 1827; 2arure, Efem.,
19; Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., G2-4. Decree of government of Guatemala on the
subject, March 28, 1827. Guat., Recop. Leyes, i. 250.

6 Beltranena and several of Arce’s officers disapproved the retaliatory
plan. Agycinena, on the contrary, favored it, though willing to abide by
Arce’s decision.

4 Both districts had seceded from the state government of Salvador,
attaching themselves to the federal cause.

8 ITe committed the error of entertaining peace proposals, which were made
only to gain time, He endeavored to explain it away on the plea of Cent.
Am. brotherhood: ‘Puedo yo dejar de tener un corazon Centro Americano?
No es posible.” Arce, Mem., 69. On the same and following pages is a de-
tailed account of the action, carefully worded and extolling the bravery of his
Guatemalan soldiers. The official reports are in ZI Sol., Mex., July 3, 1827;
Marure, Efem., 19.
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This early failure of a war {rom which were to flow
such great results brought odium on Arce; but by the
cfforts of friends, confidence in him was restored, and
about 700 men were obtained to resume operations by
taking Santa Ana.” For several months no events
of importance occurred. The time was employed by
Arce 1n strengthening his force, with which he made
a fruitless attempt to intercept a Salvador division that
assailed Sonsonate. Overtures for peace were again
made by Salvador, but though not absolutely rejected,
no understanding was arrived at. They gave rise,
however, to a discussion as to whether the federal
president was, as he thought himself, authorized to
decide upon the question of peace or war without con-
sulting the state government of Guatemala.” Piqued
at the opposition he had met, which he supposed to
arisc from want of confidence, Arce received with
pleasure a request from Vice-president Beltranena
to give up the army and return to Guatemala and
take charge of the government.” DBrigadier Fran-
cisco Cdscaras was thereupon made commander of the
army on the 12th of October, 1827. Soon after Arce’s
return to Guatemala he took steps to restore peace,
and 1ssued, on the 5th of December, a decree to con-
voke a new congress,”and at the same time ordered a
suspension of hostilities. But his commissioner, Juan

# The government of Salvador had in May made peace proposals, but the
federal authorities rejected them. Docs, in Arce, Mem., 47-51.

%01t was decided in secret session of the statc assembly on the 16th of Oct.
that the state had a right to intervene, and if it wasignored, and treaties dis-
pleasing to the state were concluded, the latter should detach itself from the
federation, and its troops continue occupying the towns they then held. Arce’s
letter of Oct. 17, 1827, to Brig. Cdscaras, in Montifar, Reseiia Hist., i. 22,

°! It may have been of his own seeking, for he must have seen ere this the
great difficulty of conquering San Salvador with his small force, and that to
continue longer in the field would only bring him into further disrepute.

2 Ex-marqués de Aycinena, brother of the jefe of Guatemala, called the
decree impolitic, illegal, and arbitrary. The serviles could see that it would
restore the old congress, 5o hostile to them; and with a majority against them
in both houses, they might have to resort to the dangerous expedient of driv-
ing away the senators and deputies at the point of the bayonet. It wasridic-
ulous in them to rail against arbitrariness, when they had arbitrarily deposed
Barrundia in Guatemala and Herrera in Ilonduras. It was arbitrary to keep

ph{c) n{z)xtion without a congress, which was their work. Montiéfar, Resefia Hist.,
i. 9, 23.
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de Dios Mayorga, who was to notify the authorities
at San Salvador of his measures, was not allowed to
proceed to that city, the Salvadorans, now reénforced
with officers exiled from Colombia,” being more than
ever opposed to conciliation. Hostilities were re-
sumed and conducted with alternating success;™ but
on the whole, disadvantageously for the federal force,
owing to Cdscaras’ lack of strategy, and the tempor-
izing policy of the enemy; for the latter, whenever
pressed, would make overtures of peace, protesting a
willingness to terminate the war, though breaking
their promises as fast as they were made.”® Cdscaras’
situation was daily becoming perilous, on account of
the numerous desertions of his troops. At last, on
the 17th of December, a bloody encounter took place
in the streets of Santa Ana, which terminated in a
capitulation, under which both forces were to leave
the place the next day. Cdscaras left it as stipulated,
but Colonel Merino with the Salvadorans remained.”
Céscaras returned to Guatemela toward the end of
December, the Salvadorans having regained posses-
sion of Santa Ana, and of all the other places formerly
occupied by the federal army.

Shortly after, with Aycinena’s assistance, another
federal army was organized, but Arce took good care
to give positions in it only to trusted friends.” As
soon as the organization was nearly completed, detach-
ments were sent to check the enemy’s raids in Chi-
quimula, and then, under the command of a forecigner
named William Perks, the army marched against the

5 Three brothers Merino, and a Frenchman named Soumaestra. Rafael
Merino was made commander-in-chief, Mem. Rev. Cent, Am., 75; Arce, Mem.,
=

7.

% Near the hill of La Trinidad the federal forces which bad control of
Honduras were defeated by Nicaraguans and Salvadorans under Lieut-col
Remigio Diaz. Marure, Efem., 20.

% It is ditficult to see how the Guatemalans could place faith on pledges
so often violated; evidently given to gain time.

% This ended the second campaign between Salvadoransand Guatemalans.

7 This army was to be used, first in subduing Salvador, and next Guate-
mala, where Arce encountered more and more opposition to his plans. lem,
Rev. Cent. Am., 81-2,
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Salvadoran headquarters at Ahuachapan. Once more
stratagem was resorted to by the wily Salvadorans,
who made proffers of peace, the farce ending as usual.®
In the mean time troubles broke out in the federal army,
and Perks, the commander, was deposed by the field-
officers and sent to Guatemala as a prisoner.”” The
command then devolved upon Colonel Antonio José
Irisarri.  Arce tried in vain to have Perks reinstalled,
and his efforts in that direction only served to increase
the ill feeling, which grew so strong that on the 14th
of I'ebruary, 1828, he turned over the executive
office, though without a formal resignation, to Beltra-
nena,” who conferred the command of the federa!
army on Brigadier Manuel Arzd. This officer marched
at once against the Salvadorans, refusing to listen to
any overtures for negotiations from their chief, Mec-
rino. The armies met at Chalchuapa on the 1Ist of
March, and the federal troops obtained a victory, which
drove the foe back to San Salvador.®” Arzi followed
and made an assault on that city, in which both sides
gave proofs of extraordinary bravery. The assault
failed; at the end of six hours’ fighting the assailants
had to retreat behind their intrenchments.”® From
this time San Salvador and San Miguel became the
theatres of war. A series of encounters, none of suf-

“The commissioners, as agreed upon, were to meet at Jutiapa. Those of
the geni]ral government went there and waited several days; no Salvadorans
appeared.

% The mutiny took place at Xalpatagua on the 9th of Feb. Marure, Ijem.,
205 Mem. Iev. Cent. Am., 83-5. Aycinena wrote his cousin Antonio, who
was in the theatre of war, that in order to hinder all peace arrangements,
tneasures would be resorted to that were unknown even to Machiavelli. The
mnutiny against Perks was evidently one of these measures.

% 1e alleged as a reason the unwillingness of Salvador to enter into nego-
Siatious as long as he remained at the head of affairs, Arce, Mem., 84-7. The
real cause, however, was a resolution of the assembly of Guatemala demand-
ing his resignation, and he was unable to disregard it. This course of the
assembly was altogether illegal, but the time for the expiation of Arce’s politi-
cal eins had arrived. According to his own statement, he retired to his
plantations at Santa Ana.

. ‘1 This was the most bloody fight of the war of 182(-9, and opened the
third eampaign between Guatemala and Salvador. Marure, Efem., 21.

“Their supply of ammunition had been destroyed by fire, and their com-
mander had received a serious contusion, This fight has been since known
as the ‘ataque del viérnes santo,’ having taken place on good-friday, March
12, 1828. /d., 21.
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ficient importance to be lengthily described, followed,
with varying success for either side.”® The Salvador-
ans having besieged the remnaunts of the federal army
under Colonel Manucel Montiafar, at Mejicanos, after
eight months compelled them to surrender, on the
20th of September. Their commander and general
staff’ were held as prisoners of war.®

The division of the federal army that occupied the
department of San Miguel, which had been defeated
by General Morazan at Gualcho on the 6th of July,
being intercepted on its retreat toward the Lempa,
laid down its arms, under honorable terms, at San
Antonio, on the 9th of October.%

63 April 13th, action of Quelepa, in which the Salvadorans were defeated.
With that victory, and another at Guascoran on the 25th of the same month,
the whole department of San Miguel was brought under subjection to the
federal government. June 12th, peace stipulations were signed at the house
of Esquibel, Manuel F. Pavon acting for the federal government and Matias
Delgado for Salvador, by which the former was to be recognized by the latter,
a general diet was to meet at Santa Ana, and a federal force occupy San Sal-
vador; but the Salvador government refused to sanction the arrangement,
and the war continued with more fury than ever. Details on those prelim-
inaries are given in Mem. Rev. Cent. Am., 100-1. July Gth, battle of Gualcho,
on the banks of the Lempa, in the department of San Miguel, between Ion-
durans and Guatemalans. The latter, under Col. Dominguez, hitherto vie-
torious, were ntterly defeated. Marure, Efem., 21-2; El Espiritu Pib., Jan.
18, 1829. :

6t Arzii had abandoned them to their fate. Montdfar, Reseiia ilist., 1. 47-51.

% Morazan, Apuntes, MS.; Montidfar, Reseiia Hist., i. 53-4. Thus ended
disastrously for the federal forces their third invasion of Salvador territory.
The actions of Gualcho and San Antonio were the first in which the great
Central American soldier and statesman Francisco Morazan figured as a gen-
eral. Morazan will stand in history in many respects as the best, and in all as
the ablest, man that Central America had. He was born in Honduras in 1799,
his father being a French creole from the W. I., and his mother of Tegucigalpa,
in Honduras. His education was such as he could obtain in the country at
that time; but his quickness of apprehension and thirst for knowledge soon
placed him far above his countrymen. He was of an impetuous tempera-
ment, and possessed at the same time great decision and perseverance. llis
bearing was free and manly, and his manner frank and open. These quali-
ties could not fail to and did secure him the love and respect of his fellow-
citizens, giving him an immense influence over them. In 1824 he wasalready
occupying the position of secretary-general of Honduras, and later was sena-
tor, and for a time acting jefe of that state; but his temperament soon made
him turn his attention to martial affairs. He ever after was noted as a re-
publican of very liberal views. Squier’s Lravels, ii. 400; Dunlop’s Cent. Am.,
170-1; Astaburuaga, Cent. Am., 17. The writer of Mem. Rev. Cent. Am.,
92, says that Morazan had been at one time a clerk in a notary’s office at
Comayagua, where lhe ‘habia dado 4 conocer disposiciones muy felices, pero
poco honrosas, para la imitacion de letras 6 firmas.” It has been said that
Morazan joined the party opposed to the existing federal government at the
instigation of Pedro Molina. Gaceta de S. Salv., Oct. 3, 1851. A portrait of
Morazan is given in Montifar, Reseiia Iist., i. 72.
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The condition of federal affairs was now far from
encouraging. It may be that Arce, had he been
replaced, might have turned disaster; but his appli-
cation had met with a refusal, and he took no further
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