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PREFACE

It has been the aim of the authors of this book to give
the main features in the development of our Nation, to
explain the America of to-day, its civilization and its tra-
ditions. In order to do this, it was necessary to select
topics from the various fields of human activity, the politi-
cal, industrial, social, educational, and religious. Empha-
sis has been placed upon the fact that the position the
United States occupies among the great nations is due
primarily to the achievements of men and women in these
fields. Consequently the military phases of our history,
striking as some of them are, have in a measure been sub-
ordinated to the accounts of the victories of peace. We
have thought it desirable also to give greater prominence
than has been usual in school texts to the advance of the
frontier and to the growth and influence of the West.
Particular care has been taken to state the essential facts
in European history necessary to the explanation of events
in America.

How may the subject be best presented to the pupils of
high-school age has been constantly in mind. To that end,
only trustworthy illustrative material has been included
and the maps have been prepared with great care. While
there is no separate chapter or section devoted to a discus-
sion of the physical geography of America, it will be noted
that the influence of geographical conditions has been con-
stantly stated in connection ‘with events and conditions
mentioned in the volume.

The references given in the suggestive questions at the

v
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AMERICAN HISTORY

CHAPTER 1
THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA

THE geographical separation of the American conti-
nents from those of the Eastern Hemisphere is the first
great fact in their history. It was, in part, a consequence
of this fact that there was an entire lack of contact between
the peoples of Europe and the New World during the
many centuries when civilization was developing in the
former. The original inhabitants of America were en-
tirely uninfluenced by European ideas, and never devel-
oped beyond a primitive stage of civilization. When, at
last, the streams of influence began to flow between the
Old World and the New, the civilization that crossed the
Atlantic was not Oriental, nor classic, nor medieval, but
modern. America came under European influence pre-
cisely at the time when the new life and the new spirit of
progress that characterize modern times were becoming
dominant.

The long isolation of America was due to the obstacles
that lay in the way of its discovery by Europeans. These
were, briefly, (1) the great ocean that lay between; (2) the
lack of adequate means of navigation; and (3) the lack of
the spirit of adventure and geographical inquiry, or its
employment in other directions. These difficulties were
temporarily overcome five centuries before the time of
Columbus by the hardy and adventurous Northmen of
the Scandinavian peninsula. They had made conquests
upon the coasts of England and of northern France, and

had penetrated even to Mediterranean countries. They
1

The North-
men’s voy-
ages.
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sailed in their long boats* to Iceland (874 A.D.), and there
built up a considerable colony. Greenland was next found,
and here Norse settlements existed for several centuries.
In the year 1000, Leif Ericson, sailing from Norway for
Greenland, lost his way and explored for some distance
along a strange coast, which we may believe was that of
Nova Scotia or of New England. In one locality he found
grapes in abundance; and so we have the name Wineland,
or Vinland. Other voyages followed that of Leif, and
timber was carried from Vinland to Greenland and to Ice-
land. The Northmen traded for furs with the Indians, or
“skraelings,” as they called the natives, and, of course,
quarrels arose between them which led to the abandon-
ment of the colony. The Norse occupation of American
coasts was not renewed because of the difficulty and un-
profitableness of the voyage.

This account follows the old Norse traditions or sagas, which
were first written in permanent form about two centuries after
the events they describe. It is impossible to tell how many of
the details of the accounts are true. Since no tangible remains
of the Norse settlements exist, the exact location of their explora-
tions cannot be determined. Probably the Norse visits to
Vinland had no influence upon the discovery of America by
Columbus; for the knowledge of them seems to have had no
existence in southern Europe during the Middle Ages.

It has been stated that before the fifteenth century the
people of Europe lacked the means of navigation, and
the curiosity and determination that were necessary to
surmount the difficulties of a trans-Atlantic voyage. The
dea that such a voyage was possible had not been lack-
ing; it was, in fact, based upon the belief in the sphericity
of the earth. This belief was of very ancient origin,
having been taught by the Greeks of the sixth century

* It was the custom of the Northmen to make a sea-roving chieftain’s
boat his tomb and to cover it with a huge mound of earth. One of
these Viking ships was unearthed at Gokstad, Norway, in 1880, and
another at Oseberg in 1903. Each is over one hundred feet long. See
Century Magazine, September, 1905, 729-733.
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before Christ. Aristotle (fourth century B.C.), Strabo
(contemporaneous with Christ), Pliny (first century A.D.),
and Claudius Ptolemy (about 150, A.D.), are among the
learned men of Greece and Rome who taught this fact.
Moreover, the size of the earth had been approximately
calculated, although ancient authorities never reached an
agreement upon this matter. This knowledge concerning
the shape and size of the earth did not die out with the
decline of learning that took place during the Middle
Ages; but, preserved by the Arabians and by the scholars
of the monasteries, it was transmitted to the time of Co-
lumbus. At this time ““astronomers, philosophers, men
of general learning, and even navigators and pilots were
quite familiar with the idea and quite in the habit of
thinking of the earth as a sphere.” *

In the Colombina Library at Seville there may be seen a Latin
treatise upon geography written by Cardinal D’Ailly or Alliacus,
a learned theologian and philosopher; and upon its margins are
annotations in the handwriting of Columbus. Now, this author
(writing about 1400) quotes Roger Bacon (about 1250), who in
turn quotes Aristotle as authority upon these matters. Thus
‘“the torch which Aristotle had kindled was transmitted by
Bacon to Alliacus; Alliacus handed it on to Columbus.”}

Nor did the geographers of ancient times hesitate to
follow their ideas to logical conclusions; viz., that the great
sea which lay west of the Pillars of Hercules (Gibraltar)
was the same that washed the eastern shores of Asia; and
that a vessel sailing westward from Spain would surely
reach those shores. Such beliefs were, of course, confined
to the learned few and to navigators. The mass of peo-
ple in both ancient and medieval times held the concep-
tion of a flat earth, surrounded by oceans, and covered
by the dome-like heavens.

* Cheyney, European Background of American History, 52.

t Payne, History of America, I, 50. For a reproduction of Alli-
acus’'s treatise showing the annotations of Columbus, see Wilson,
History of the American People, I, 3. Also Winsor, Narrative and
Critical History, I, 31.

Its trans-
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modern
times.
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At the beginning of modern times, conditions became
favorable for the accomplishment of the trans-Atlantic
voyage and the discovery of America.

1. The fourteenth and the fifteenth centuries mark a
transition period in the history of civilization; for there
came about in these centuries many changes presaging the
new intellectual activity of modern times. This was the
high tide of the Renaissance. The human mind was as-
suming the attitude of tnquiry toward both nature and
man. Hence we have notable contributions to civilization
not only in the fields of art and literature but also in those
of science and invention. We find at this time evidences
of that modern scientific curiosity coupled with the practi-
cal spirit of enterprise which had been lacking in ancient
and medieval times, and which we may regard as an in-
dispensable condition for the discovery of the New World
by the Old. This was the age of exploration—men were
making geographical discoveries in all directions. The
reaching out for new lands was but one form in which
the intellectual activity of the new era found expression.
The epoch-making voyage of Columbus was not an iso-
lated event, but only one in a long series of discoveries.
“The greatest fruit of the Renaissance was America.” *

2. In the time of Columbus the facilities for making
an extensive ocean voyage were better than ever before.
The compass, probably derived by the Arabs from the
Chinese, had been used in navigation for several centuries,
and gradually mariners had become emboldened by its use.
The astrolabe, by means of which latitude could be de-
termined from observations of the heavenly bodies, was a
great aid to navigation. In the thirteenth century the
small galleys of ancient times began to be superseded by
high-built vessels fit to navigate the ocean and large
enough to carry the stores needed on a long voyage.

3. The immediate cause, supplying the impulse for
the crossing of the Atlantic Ocean, was commercial,

* Payne, History of America, I, 14.
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It was simply the necessity for opening up new routes
for commerce with the Orient. The old routes, as
shown on the accompanying map, had been in use since
ancient times. India and other eastern countries had
been, from time immemorial, the sources of luxuries and

Medieval Trade Routes.

riches craved by the people of Mediterranean countries.
That great movement of the twelfth and the thirteenth
centuries known as the Crusades had brought Europeans
into closer contact with travellers and traders from the
East; thus new products were introduced into Europe, the

Trade with
the East
was stimu-
lated by
the
Crusades.
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routes and methods of trade became more familiar, and
from this time the growth of commerce became very
marked. The sugar and spices, silks and jewels, drugs
and oils of the East were exchanged for the iron, tin, lead,
grains, wool, soap, and furs of the Mediterranean and
Baltic countries.

Fifteenth-century Europeans believed that the commercial
possibilities of that indefinite and almost unknown region called
“India,” were by no means fully developed. Vague stories
were afloat concerning the untold riches of that land and of others
lying beyond. From Cathay (China) had come accounts of
populous empires and their enormous resources. Marco Polo,
an Italian, had first travelled in Cathay, and later had lived there
for seventeen years in official service. His accounts of the
country and its riches, written about two centuries before the
discovery of America, and while he was lying in a Genoese prison,
were now being studied with great interest.

The necessity for a new route to the eastern countries
came about when, in the fourteenth century, the Turks
began to attack the caravans and to restrict the trade by
the old routes. Constantinople was captured by the Turks
in 1453; and before the end of the fifteenth century a like
fate was suffered by all the cities that were centres of Euro-
pean trade on the Black Sea and the eastern Mediter-
ranean. Trade was not forbidden, but the supply of
eastern products available for European markets was very
much reduced, because merchants were burdened with re-
strictions, because life and property became unsafe, and
because the barbarous Turks, caring little themselves for
the luxuries of the East, cared less to import them for sale
in the West. At the same time, the growth of wealth in
European countries gave rise to an increased demand for
these goods. The Red Sea route was not closed until the
Turks captured Egypt, early in the sixteenth century; but
the Arabs had a monopoly of the trade by this route, and
raised theprices. All western Europe felt the burden of these
new conditions; and it was thedetermination to open up new -
highways of commerce with the East and thus at once to
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thwart the enmity of the Turks and to introduce competi-
tion with the Arabs, that led to the discovery of America.

Christopher Columbus
Marine Museum, Madrid

Contemporaneously with these changes, others of great
consequence were taking place. The nations of western
Europe, whose borders touched the Atlantic Ocean, were
rising into prominence, and foremost among them was the

little kingdom of Portugal. Prince Henry of Portugal
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(1394-1460), gave great encouragement not only to scien-
tific investigation but also to practical exploration. By
the year 1460 Portugese navigators had visited all the
island groups that lay off the coast of Africa—the Ma-
deiras, the Canaries, the Azores, and the Cape Verde
Islands—and were pushing their voyages gradually south-
ward along the coast of that continent. Besides the trad-
ing motive that incited these voyages there came to be
a conscious attempt to discover a new route to India, an
attempt based upon the current belief (this in turn based
upon classic authorities) that Africa did not extend so far
south as the equator. Therefore, it was argued, a short
voyage to India could be made around this continent.
During the third quarter of the fifteenth century the Portu-
guese voyagers sailed farther south on the western coast
of Africa, crossing the equator in 1471, and later finding
longer stretches of coast to the southward.

The theory ~ Columbus had lived in Portugal, probably between

of Qolum- 1470 and 1486, and during a large part of this time was in
the maritime service of that country. Consequently he
was familiar with the advanced ideas of geography and
navigation there prevalent. It was his contention that
the shortest water route to India lay due west across the
Atlantic Ocean, rather than around Africa.

False geo-  Although, in ancient times, a close approximation had
graphical  heen made to the actual size of the earth, it was the belief

of Columbus that the islands lying off the eastern coast of
Asia were distant from the Canaries only 2,500 miles.
This view is explained by the fact that, according to many
authorities of his time, Asia extended eastward for a dis-
tance equal to the entire width of the Pacific Ocean.
"This geographical error was most fortunate for Columbus;
for had his knowledge of the distance between Europe and
Asia been accurate, he would probably never have under-
taken the voyage.

The ambition of Columbus was aided by another geographical
misconception; viz., that in the mid-Atlantic islands existed that
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would serve as half-way stages on the western voyage. English
and Portuguese sailors had repeatedly set forth to find thesefabled
islands, but without success.

In the biography of Columbus, written by his son Ferdinand,
we are told that a famous doctor of Florence, Toscanelli by
name, wrote letters, first to a friend in Portugal and later to
Columbus, sustaining the geographical ideas above stated and
encouraging the execution of a voyage across the Atlantic Ocean.
Accompanying his letter in each case was a map showing the
proximity of Asia to the western coast of Europe, and also show-
ing, in favorable positions, various islands that we know to be
mythical. It is said in the biography that Columbus carried a
copy of this map when on his first voyage.

The most eminent authorities disagree upon many points in
the life of Columbus. We may be certain that he led a seafaring
life during his youth.and that his occupation as a man was map-
and chart-making. He went on many voyages, and probably
visited the coasts of Africa and of Iceland. He was a deep stu-
dent of all available writings upon geography and navigation.
His convictions were based upon years of patient study.

By the end of the fifteenth century the times were ripe
for the long-postponed transatlantic voyage; the idea of
its possibility rested upon a secure foundation; many bold
voyages were being undertaken, and Portugal was the
centre of maritime activity. Here Columbus first made
an effort to secure aid in the execution of his plans. But
the Portuguese were interested in the route around Africa.
Columbus was, in consequence, forced to seek aid else-
where, and in 1484 he went to Spain, at the same time
sending his brother Bartholomew to England.

In his application for aid at the Court of Spain Colum-
bus dwelt mainly upon the commercial advantages that
would certainly result from his success; and upon the pros-
pect of carrying the Christian religion to the heathen
peoples of the East. For years he pleaded in vain. The
greatest obstacle to his success was the fact that the Span-
ish monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, were then engaged
in that fierce struggle with the Moors which ended in 1492
with the capture of Granada. When the war was over,
Columbus was summoned to the court, and then arose
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another obstacle which nearly defeated his plans. The
terms upon which Columbus was willing to lead his ex-
pedition were, in view of the attendant risk, considered al-
together too high. But finally, through the efforts of in-
fluential friends of Columbus, Queen Isabella authorized
the expedition.

In the negotiations preceding his voyage, we mark the
perseverance of Columbus as that of a really great man;
his practical wisdom is seen in his demand that the expe-
dition should be equipped on a scale large enough to ac-
complish the end in view; and his supreme faith and cour-
age challenge our admiration. He dared to do what others
had only dreamed of.

The first voyage, from its beginning at Palos in Spain
until the discovery of a small island in the Bahama group,
on October 12, 1492, lasted ten weeks. We must hold
constantly in mind the fact that Columbus believed that
the lands discovered were Asiatic. It was well known
that many islands lay to the south and east of Asia.
When, however, Columbus reached the northern coast of
Cuba, and when on his second voyage (1493), he explored
its southern coast, he believed that he was on the main
land of Cochin China. To him, Hayti was the northern
end of Cipango (Japan)—that wonderfully rich island of
which Marco Polo had written exaggerated reports. 'The
first and second voyages were disappointing; only small
quantities of gold had been found, and the populous cities
of India still lay beyond. In the conviction that his goal
lay farther south, Columbus directed his third voyage
(1498) that way, and found the northern coast of South
America at the mouth of the Orinoco River. This he
spoke of as ““the main land and very large”; and again
as “another world.” In the same year, the Portuguese
navigator, Vasco da Gama, sailed around Africa to India
and returned with a rich cargo. This proved a serious
blow to the reputation of Columbus, and constituted one
cause for the discoverer’s decline in favor. Added to this
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were the failure of the colonies that he had planted in the
West Indies and the machinations of his enemies both
in the colonies and at the Spanish Court. But Columbus
was permitted to make one more effort to penetrate the
obstacles that lay between Spain and India. In 1502-1504
he skirted the coasts of Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama
in a vain effort
to find the
straits that
would lead
him into the
Indian Ocean.
Columbus
died in 1506,
a broken and
defeated old
man, still be-
lieving that he
had found Asia
and the Indies,
and south of
these “‘another
world.”

How did it
happen that
the continents The Regions Explored by Columbus and Vespucius
of the Western
Hemisphere received the name ““ America,” instead of
being named for their real discoverer, Columbus? When
the Portuguese had succeeded in exploring extensive
coasts along western Africa, the Pope issued a decree
granting to that nation the control of those heathen coun-
tries and of others that they might discover even “as far
as India.” Upon the return of Columbus from his first
voyage, it became evident that Spain also must have a
claim in Asiatic waters. To arrange the division between
these two countries, a bull was issued by Pope Alex-
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ander VI in 1493, and this was supplemented by a treaty
in 1494, which finally settled a “line of demarcation.”
This was a meridian located 370 degrees west of the
Cape Verde Islands.* The Portuguese, then, were free
to make their future voyages along the African coast and
eastward to Asia; while the Spanish, going westward

Americus Vespucius
From Herrera's Historia Generale de las India

across the line of demarcation, might explore and colon-
ize the heathen lands in that direction.

Now, in the year 1500 a Portuguese navigator, Cabral
by name, was making a voyage around Africa to India.
In the tropical latitudes the course of his fleet bore so far
westward that he sighted the coast of Brazil. This he
knew must be east of the line of demarcation and hence
within the sphere assigned to Portugal. When the news
of Cabral’s discovery reached Portugal, an expedition was
sent out, with which went Americus Vespucius, an as-

*About 41 degrees west longitude from Greenwich.
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tronomer and navigator. In the years 1501 and 1502 this
expedition skirted the coast of Brazil from Cape St.
Roque southward for 700 leagues, reaching 35 degrees
south latitude. In previous years other expeditions had ex-
plored the northern coast of South America, and thus the
idea of the immensity of this land, dimlyrealized by Colum-
bus, became impressed upon men’s minds. This was in
truth a real continent; and, moreover, it was a continent
hitherto unknown; for 4t lay under and south of the equator.
It is not strange, therefore, that when Vespucius wrote an
account of his voyage he called this land “Mundus Novus,”
or the New World. Copies of his letter were printed in
many different editions and scattered broadcast, especially
through northern Europe.

In 1507 Waldseemutiller, a German geographer, was pub-
lishing a treatise, and in his comments upon the explora-
tions of Vespucius he used the following language: “But
now these parts have been more extensively explored, and
another fourth part has been discovered by Americus Ves-
pucius . . . wherefore I do not see what is rightly to hinder
us from calling it Amerige or America, ¢. e., theland of Ameri-
cus, after its discoverer Americus, a man of sagacious mind,
since both Europe and Asia have got their names from wo-
men.”* Thenewlyinventedartof printingmade possible the
rapid multiplication of the geographies in which this sugges-
tion was made; as a result, the name America soon became
fixed, first upon the southern continent, and later upon the
northern one also, when it was no longer confused with Asia.

Slight protest against the injustice thus unintentionally done
Columbus arose at this time in Spain, because of the ignorance
there concerning the use of the name America in northern Europe.
On the other hand, in the countries outside of Spain, people failed
to realize this injustice because little was known concerning
Columbus’s third voyage. The account of this voyage of 1498
was not printed in Latin until 1508, several years after the voy-
ages of Vespucius had become celebrated.

*Quoted in Fiske, Discovery of America, II, 136. See here also a
fac-simile in Latin of the passage quoted.
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CHAPTER 11
SPANISH EXPLORATION AND COLONIZATION

Corumius and his contemporaries made only a begin-
ning in the discovery and exploration of America; their
work revealed the problems that lay before the explorers
who were to follow. Men were asking, did any part of
the newly discovered lands belong to the mainland of Asia ?
Could the strait be found that would lead the voyager
through the island groups into the Indian Ocean? In
what direction lay Cathay and Cipango, and how far dis-
tant were the shores of India? Gradually, in the course of
the events that followed, the truth was revealed that a con-
tinuous coast-line barred the way to Asia, and that beyond
this barrier lay another ocean, vaster by far than the At-
lantic.

The earliest Spanish settlements were established on the
island of Hayti, then called Hispaniola. Porto Rico was
soon occupied, and next Cuba. From these stations lines
of exploration radiated in three directions, south-west, west,
and north-west, until the continental coast-line lay com-
pletely revealed. The voyages of Columbus to the Pearl
Coast of northern South America (1498) and to Darien
(1502-1503) were followed by other Spanish expeditions in
those directions. The search for gold led to the establish-
ment of Spanish posts on the Isthmus of Panama, and it is
among the adventurers who were exploring in this region
that we find Balboa. Inspired by the suggestion of a rich
land lying to the southward, Balboa crossed the isthmus
and beheld the Pacific Ocean (1513), naming it the
South Sea in contrast to the Caribbean, or northern, sea.

17
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Thus was taken the first step toward the discovery and
conquest of Peru. In the same year Ponce de Leon,
oo Governor of Porto Rico, was given a commission to ex-
covery of  plore northward in search of a fabled land called *“Bimini.”
the Pacific  ()n Easter Sunday, 1513, his expedition landed on the

Ocean, and A . .
Florida.  coast of Florida. Before returning, his vessels followed

Spanish Voyages of Exploration and Conquest

the coast around the southern end of the peninsula and for
some distance along its western side.

Explora- In the first settlement made in Cuba (1511) the scarcity

gﬁ’;;i'g‘s’t of Indian slaves led to a slave-catching expedition to the

of Mexico. westward by Cordova. He found the coast of Yucatan
(1517), and here the Spaniards first saw signs indicating
that the Indians of this region were comparatively advanced
in civilization and were possessed of great wealth. In the
following year the coast of Mexico was explored; here were
indications that the Spaniards had at last found the rich
and populous lands described by Marco Polo. Cortez
was now sent (1519) to take possession of this country and
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to push onward until Cathay was reached. But instead
of the civilized peoples of the East, Cortez found in his
progress the barbarous Indians of Mexico. The explo-
rations of Pineda, who, in 1519, first skirted the Gulf of
Mexico from Florida to Mexico, demonstrated the hopeless-
ness of the search for a strait leading to the Indian Ocean.

Evidently, the way to Asia lay not directly west. A
brave Portuguese navigator, Magellan, believed that a
route might be found around the southern end of the new
continent, America, which would be shorter than that
around the Cape of Good Hope.

Appealing to the Spanish Court for a fleet, Magellan maintained
that the Spice Islands, or Moluccas, of which Portugal was just
then taking possession, were outside its jurisdiction; for he wrong-
ly supposed that they lay east of the meridian which continued
the Pope’s line of demarcation on the other side of the globe.
Persuaded by his arguments, the Spanish Government fitted
out a fleet of five ships. It was more than a year after his sail-
ing, that, having passed through many dangers from storm and
mutiny, Magellan’s ships threaded the straits now bearing his
name and sailed out upon the ocean which he named the Pacific.
Running north for some distance, he then struck westward with-
out the least conception that five thousand miles of ocean lay
between him and Asia. After horrible sufferings from lack of
food and water, Magellan arrived in 1521 at the Ladrone Islands
and soon afterward at the Philippines. This was the beginning
of that Spanish occupation of these islands which was ended so
recently by their transference to the United States (1898-1899).
Magellan was killed in a battle with the natives, and but one of
his vessels, carrying the eighteen survivors of his original com-
pany of nearly three hundred persons, traversed the entire dis-
tance around the globe and arrived finally at Spain. Even after
this remarkable voyage, men were slow to grasp the truth con-
cerning the Pacific Ocean, and for many years the idea persisted
that North America was in some way connected with Asia.

An‘effort to find the Asiatic route by a northern voyage was
made by the Spanish explorer, Gomez, in 1524, when he sailed
as far along the coast of North America as Nova Scotia. In
1526 D’Ayllon founded an unsuccessful colony on the Atlantic
coast, perhaps in Chesapeake Bay near the future site of James-
town. It was his purpose, also, to penetrate, if possible, the
lands that barred the way to Asia.
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The Indians with whom the Spaniards came into contact
in the West Indies lived in savagery or in the lower stages
of barbarism. They were sometimes docile and friendly
to the Spaniards upon their first appearance, as in the
Bahamas and Hayti, and sometimes hostile, as in the lesser
Antilles. Some were cannibals of a low type. Inthe main
it may be said that they offered little resistance to the Span-
ish conquest of the islands.

In Mexico, however, the Spaniards found the natives
living in villages where their pueblos, or adobe houses,
were often large enough to accommodate hundreds of
persons. They dressed in colored cotton cloth, were
skilled in agriculture, and had constructed excellent sys-
tems of irrigation. They possessed domestic animals, es-
pecially fowls of various kinds, but had no beasts of burden.
This defect was doubtless a hindrance to their advance-
ment towards civilized life. The Mexican Indians dis-
played considerable skill in mechanics, in pottery, and
in working with the precious metals; but they had no
iron implements. Picture writing had not yet developed
into a real alpliabet. In their elaborate religious system
there was an organized priesthood, and great temples
were constructed; human sacrifice occupied a promi-
nent position in their worship. Politically, these Indians
were still in the tribal state, not having developed the
idea of nationality. The lowest political organization
was the clan, which elected its own council and chiefs.
The Aztecs, whose capital was the city of Mexico, con-
stituted a confederacy of three tribes. The war chief
of this confederacy, Montezuma, had been elected to his
position.

The physical geography of Mexico, Central Americz, and
Peru and the character of the Indians inhabiting those
countries, went far toward determining the nature of the
Spanish conquest. Cortez marched his forces from the
coast to the heart of Mexico and captured its capital city
with comparatively little opposition; and when the Indians
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revolted and turned upon the invaders, they were subdued
without great difficulty.

Several reasons account for this fact:—(1) Intheiradvance from
savagery to the upper stages of barbarism these Indians had be-
come less warlike. (2) Living in settled communities, they could
not readily escape before the advance of the Spaniards. (3) The
Aztecs held in subjection several of the surrounding tribes, and
the latter were glad t6 aid the Spaniards when promised release
from Aztec tyranny. (4) The Spaniards’ horses, armor, and fire-
arms excited superstitious fear among the Indians. There was a
Mexican tradition of a fair-faced god whose coming had been
predicted, and this went far toward securing submission during
the earlier stages of the conquest. (5) The consummate skill of
Cortez in his negotiations with the natives, was an important
factor in this easy victory. (6) Everywhere the Spanish abol-
ished the practice of human sacrifice, and this gained them much
favor from the masses of the people, who were tired of its horrors.

Similar experiences awaited the Spaniards who, a decade later
(1531-1533), conquered Peru under the leadership of the brothers
Pizarro. By tactics similar to those of Cortez, they got possession
of the country and seized immense quantities of treasure.

The success of Cortez in Mexico excited in Narvaez the
ambition to conquer the region immediately north of the
Gulf of Mexico. After a vain attempt to find, in northern
Florida, cities where gold and food were abundant, Narvaez
and his men, having lost their ships, sailed in extemporized
boats westward on the Gulf. Before the Texan coast was
reached Narvaez and all but four of his company had per-
ished. The survivors, one of whom was De Vaca, passed
eight years among the Indians in the region north of
Mexico before reaching the Spanish settlement on the Gulf
of California. (See map, p. 17.)

Already stories had reached the Spaniards, of seven
wealthy cities north of Mexico, and now the story told by
De Vaca, revealing the existence of a vast, unexplored
region in that direction, fired the ambition of Coronado.
In 1540 Coronado’s expedition advanced northward from
a point on the Gulf of California. The seven cities of
“Cibola,” where gold and silver were supposed to exist in

abundance were soon found to be nothing but the pueblos
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of the Zuni Indians. Later, the canon of the Colorado
River was reached; then, turning eastward, the explorers
advanced probably as far as the centre of Kansas. But
there were no wealthy cities here. Coronado returned to
the city of Mexico, “very sad, very weary, completely
worn out and shamefaced.”
De Soto had been one of
the conquerors of Peru, and
was eager to rival the deeds
of the Pizarros. His expedi-
tion, landing at Tampa Bay in
1539,wandered for three years
northward into the foothills of
the Alleghanies, and westward
beyond the Mississippi River.*
From each Indian tribe they
demanded food, slaves, and
guidance to the land of gold.
Everywhere their inhumanity
a5 to the natives made the latter
DoSote hostile; the attacks of the In-
From Espagnols Illustres. Madrid, 1726 dians and the hardships of the
journey wore away the numbers of the invaders. Finally,
when they returned to the Mississippi River, after having
traversed the region of Arkansas, De Soto himself died.
The survivors of this expedition floated down the great
river and reached Spanish settlements on the Texan coast.
We note a great contrast between the experiences of
De Soto, Narvaez, and Coronado, on the one hand, and those
of Cortez and Pizarro on the other. The results in each
case were fraught with the greatest consequences, not only
for the countries invaded and for Spain, but for the future

* Pineda (see p- 19) is thought by some authorities to have sailed for
a short distance up the Mississippi River, and so to be its discoverer
(1519). A river called Rio de Santo Espiritu, and corresponding in lo-
cation to the Mississippi, is found on maps published before the date of De
Soto’s exploration.
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United States as well. Compare the conditions that ac-
count for the easy conquest of Mexico and Peru with con-
ditions existing north of Mexico and the Gulf. (1) Here
were found Indian tribes lower in the stage of barbarism,
and consequently more intractable and warlike. (2) These
Indians could abandon their villages and, secure in their
native forests, could continue indefinitely the struggle
against the Spaniards. (3) There was no gold in this
region, and consequently the Spanish were not perma-
nently attracted to it; for it was conquest, and not coloniza-
tion, that they were bent upon. The wealth of Mexico
and Peru lured all adventurers to those lands, and for
them the slow and toilsome process of founding agricult-
ural colonies had no charms.* Spanish colonization,
therefore, took but slight hold upon the regions now in-
cluded within the bounds of the United States.

By the marriage of Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella
of Castile, in 1479, the Spanish nation became consolidated.
The political tendency of this process was towards the cen-
tralization of the national government. Moreover, there
was necessity for a strong monarchy to enforce order in
the kingdom and to push the wars against the Moors.
Thus there developed in Spain a centralized, absolute
monarchy; and absolutism is the keynote to her colonial
policy. The royal power in Spain was advised and as-
sisted by numerous councils, each having jurisdiction over
certain matters; so the acquisition of colonial dependencies
led naturally to the establishment of the “Council for the
Indies,” which had complete control over political affairs
in America. A similar body, the “India House” (Casa
de Contratacion), controlled all trade between the colonies
and Spain. Viceroys and governors were appointed to
reside in the colonies; the military government of these
officers was checked in some measure by the authority

* It may be said, however, that, had the latter been their ambition,
they still might have occupied the more southern lands, since these pro-
duced the commodities that were in most demand in Europe.
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of courts (audiencias) that had administrative as well as
judicial functions. Self-government, however, existed in a
small degree in the Spanish cities of the New World; for
here there existed municipal councils composed of citizens
who were at first clected, but who afterward obtained
their offices by inheritance or purchase.

Industrially, Spain’s policy was one of monopoly and
restriction. Every encouragement was given to the min-
ing of gold and silver, and many measures were enacted
for the promotion of agriculture; but the production of
certain crops (hemp, flax, saffron, and the olive), was re-

A Spanish Mission Church

stricted because these products were raised in Spain. In
the West Indies agriculture was depressed because of
Spain’s restrictive commercial policy. Ships might sail
to America only from Seville or Cadiz, and then only
under royal license. But two fleets were allowed to sail
annually. These measures limited both the means of
transportation and the market for agricultural products,
and depression of prices resulted. For two centuries these
and many other commercial regulations hampered the
trade between Spain and America. On the mainland,
however, farming and grazing flourished and became the
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principal occupation of a prosperous and contented popu-
lation of Spaniards, Indians, and mixed peoples.

Prominent among the motives of Columbus and many
of his successors in the New World was the Christianizing
of the Indians. Both explorers and conquerors were en-
joined by the Spanish authorities to convert the Indians.
The Church was early established, and its authority was
scarcely distinguishable from that of the State. Schools
and colleges were also founded. Efforts were made to en-
force industry and sobriety among the Indians and to pro-
tect them against maltreatment by the whites. In spite of
these good intentions on the part of the Spanish Govern-
ment, however, the dealings of their colonists with the
natives, during the early period, were characterized by the
utmost cruelty. Upon this point, Spanish rule was abso-
lute only in theory: practically, the colonists nullified the
regulations of the home government.

Several reasons account for this condition: (1) We might ex-
pect that the adventurers who seek a new country, bent upon
the quest for gold, would be harsh, and careless of the rights of
the simple-minded natives. (2) The standards of the sixteenth
century in human matters were distinetly lower than the stand-
ards of to-day. (3) The efforts of many Spanish colonists in
America to live without manual labor, and the constant demand
from the authorities in Spain for “more gold,” led inevitably to
the establishment of slavery. When land was divided among
the conquerors, each was also given oversight of a certain number
of natives from whom he might exact service. This was an easy
step toward slavery. The efforts of the priest Las Casas during
half a eentury, and the enactment of regulations by the home
government to mitigate the evils of Indian slavery were futile.
The enforced labor of the natives in the mines depopulated the
larger islands of the West Indies, and led directly to the importa-
tion of negro slaves from Africa. In the interior of Mexico and
Peru, however, the climate did not favor industries in which
slave labor was profitable, and the institution died out.

Finally, when the Spanish intermarried with the natives
they showed their willingness “to descend from their
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European standard of civilization and to affiliate with them -
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on a lower plane.” There resulted a compromise in re-
ligious and political institutions which was not an im-
provement over those brought from the Old World. We
have here one of the reasons why the Spanish American
peoples have not progressed more rapidly.
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CHAPTER III

THE RIVALRY OF NATIONS IN THE SIXTEENTH
CENTURY

TrE discovery of America in 1492 and the opening of
the Portuguese route to India in 1497-1498 mark an epoch
in the world’s history. The new discoveries wrought a rev-
olution in geographical ideas. There was an increase of
maritime activity; and at this time began the removal of
commercial centres from their old seat in the Mediter-
ranean countries to the Atlantic coasts of Europe.

When Bartholomew Columbus went to England in the
interests of his brother, maritime discovery had received
some attention in that country, especially at the port of
Bristol. Here resided John Cabot, who, like Columbus,
was a native of Genoa. In 1497 he obtained a patent fromn
Henry VII authorizing him to make a voyage across the
Atlantic. Cabot was an experienced navigator; he had
been on many voyages and had travelled as far eastward
as Mecca in Arabia, where he had seen the caravans ar-
rive from India. His present ambition was to find a water
route by which the wealth of the East might pour into
English ports. .

It is not known where Cabot first saw America—whether
at Labrador, Newfoundland, or Cape Breton Island. This
land he called Cathay. The success of the first voyage
led to a second in 1498, upon which he was probably ac-
companied by his son Sebastian. Of this voyage little is
positively known, and nothing is known concerning the re-
turn of Cabot or his subsequent history. Henry VII re-
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warded him with payments from the treasury; and in the
following years the king made loans to numerous ‘“mer-
chants of Bristol that have been in the Newe founde
Lande.” The most direct result following Cabot’s voy-
ages was the encouragement given to the Newfoundland

The Outward Voyages of Great Explorers

fisheries; here not only English but also Portuguese,
Spanish, and French fishermen swarmed in great numbers.

In the time of Columbus, the greatest rival of Spain in
European politics was France. It was under the power-
ful Francis I (the defeated rival of Charles V when the
latter was elected Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire),
that France first contested the right of Spain to monopo-
lize the fruits of American discovery. French seamen be-
gan to plunder the Spanish treasure ships as they returned
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from America. One of these corsairs was Verrazano, a
native of Florence, who captured vessels that carried gold
from the city of Mexico. Francis I now sent Verrazano
to find a passage-way to China. He reached the coast of
South Carolina in 1524 and proceeded northward, care-
fully exploring the coast as far as New Hampshire.

Verrazano.

Everywhere he searched for gold, the presence of which was -

“denoted by the color of the ground.” As a result of this voy-
age, certain contemporaneous maps show the western coast of
North America deeply indented by an arm of the Pacific Ocean,
leaving an isthmus in the latitude of Chesapeake Bay. This en-
couraged in other navigators the belief in an easy passage to
the Pacific Ocean.

Delayed by his European wars against Charles V, it was
ten years before Francis sent another explorer, Jacques
Cartier, to explore the waters lying beyond Newfoundland
and to take possession of American territory. The voyages
of Cartier in 1534 and 1535 carried him up the St. Lawrence
River as far as Montreal. An attempt to plant a colony
in this region, made by Cartier and Roberval in the years
1540-1543. was a failure. With this event the French
Government ceased its activity in American colonization
for the remainder of the sixteenth century. Little en-
couragement had resulted from the attempts narrated
above; no gold had been found, the winter climate was
severe, and the Indians were hostile. Moreover, the strug-
gle with Spain in Europe absorbed the energies of the
French people, and when -that was ended their attention
was given to those internal struggles known as the Hugue-
not wars (1562-1598).

The rise of the Protestants, known as Huguenots, in France
was contemporaneous with the Reformation movements in
Germany and England. Persecution and the beginning of civil
war made the Huguenots look beyond the Atlantic for a refuge.
A settlement at Port Royal (South Carolina) in 1562 was un-
successful, and in 1564 another was made at the mouth of the
St. John’s River in Florida. This was not only a direct insult to
the Spanish Government, but the establishment of a colony at
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this point was a serious menace to Spanish interests; for it would
constitute a base of operations against Spanish towns and
treasure fleets.* Consequently, at the very time when Jean
Ribaut was sailing with a fleet to reenforce this colony, a Span-
ish captain, Menendez, was hastening across the ocean commis-
sioned to destroy it and to establish in Florida a permanent mil-
itary station and colony. The thrilling and bloody story of
how Menendez accomplished his double purpose, massacring the
French and founding St. Augustine in 1565 (the oldest settle-
ment within the limits of the United States), cannot be told here.

These were events of vital importance in American
history. There was at stake no less a matter than the
occupation by European nations of the Atlantic coast.
Whose should it be, for colonization and westward ex-
pansion? Temporarily the Spanish were in control, but
they were destined to go no farther in this direction. Ex-
cept in the extreme west (among the Rocky Mountains
and along the Pacific coast) Spanish colonies made no
further progress within the Jimits of the present United
States. This was due partly to the nature of the country
and partly to the fact that Spain, in the closing years of the
sixteenth century, was industrially on the decline. The
enormous acquisition of wealth from the American mines
discouraged, rather than stimulated, sober industry at
home. Moreover, by the expulsion of the Moors and the
Jews, Spain lost a most valuable contingent of her labor-
ing population. Consequently, American gold was sent
abroad to pay for imported goods, and other countries
gained the economic advantage of supplying her popula-
tion, and that of her colonies, with manufactures and lux-
uries. Besides, the wars conducted by Charles V and Philip
II exhausted Spain’s revenues and weakened her power.

We are now ready to ask, why did English interest in
American exploration, which apparently made such a
promising beginning in the voyages of the Cabots, die out
in the years that followed? (1) An immediate reason is

* Already French Protestant seamen had plundered and burned
Havana (1555) and pillaged Porto Rico (1559).
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found in the fact that by the Cabot voyages neither gold
nor wealthy cities were discovered. (2) England was not
at this time a commercial nation. Her foreign trade was
carried on by foreign merchants—those of Venice and the
Hansa towns. (3)
In the year 1500
England was one of
the backward na-
tions of Europe.
The quickening of
thought and therise
of the adventurous
spirit that mark the
Renaissance move-
ment came to Eng-
land later, in con-
nection with the
great events that
occurred during the
reigns of Henry
VIII and Eliza-
beth.

Themiddleof the
sixteenth century
saw the rise in Eng-
land of a new inter-
estin America. (1)
Improvements in 5 Sir Francis Drake
th e art Of s hip- From a print in the British Museum
building gave Englishmen an advantage in the coming
competition with other nations. (2) In the Newfound-
land fisheries the hardy sailors of the western and south-
ern towns had received a training that gave the English

T 5 AL new era

people their “sealegs.” (3) The Reformation in England, in English
2. e., the breach with the Church of Rome under Henry Mistory-
VIII, resulted later in an intense religious strife between
England and Spain—the militant arm of the Church.
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(4) The rising commercial and maritime spirit in Eng-
land and the religious rivalry with Spain both contributed
toward the creation of that ‘“keen national feeling” which
was a prominent characteristic of Elizabethan times.

The rise of these new conditions in England explains the in-
creasing boldness of Englishmen upon the high seas. About
1560 John Hawkins began his slaving voyages from the west
coast of Africa to the West Indies. This traffic was against
Spanish law, and a few years later he was attacked, and his fleet
was badly disabled in a harbor on the coast of Mexico. One of
the captains of this fleet was Francis Drake. In 1572 Drake com-
manded an expedition to the Isthmus of Panama, where he
raided Spanish towns, attacked Spanish vessels, and captured
treasure that came by this route overland from Peru. Here he
first saw the Pacific Ocean, and he resolved to sail on its waters.
Accordingly, he set forth in 1577 with a well-equipped fleet of
five vessels. Once having passed the Strait of Magellan, he fol-
lowed the coast northward, plundering vessels and sailing into
harbors to pick up stores of gold and silver. He sailed as far
north as Oregon, took possession of the country for England,
calling it New Albion, and then crossed the Pacific. He reached
England safely (1580) with but one of his five vessels. Besides
being one of the boldest voyages in American history, this ex-
pedition of Drake went far to hasten the open declaration of
hostilities between England and Spain which came within a few
years.

Meanwhile, the interests of sober commerce were press-
ing for recognition. With the expansion of English com-
merce in Europe, the desire to participate in the trade with
India and China became stronger. The Portuguese
monopolized the route around Africa, and the Spaniards
claimed sole proprietorship of that around South America.
Could not Englishmen reach the East by a northern and
hence a shorter route—by a ‘“north-west passage” ? Such
was the idea of Frobisher in sailing into the waters now
known as Frobisher's Bay (1576-1578). Later, 1585
1587, John Davis made three similar voyages.*

* It was not until 1903-1906 that Captain Admundsen first sailed a
vessel the entire distance around the northern end of North America.
See Century Magazine, February, 1907, 625,
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This enterprising Elizabethan age saw the beginnings
of English colonial ambition. To establish colonies in
America would further several objects. (1) In the minds
of Englishmen, American soil sparkled with flakes of gold.
(2) American colonies would constitute half-way stations
on the long
voyages to
Asia. (3)
They would
also consti-
tute bases of
operation
against Spain
in the New
World. The
capture of
Spanish gold
was omne
means of
“putting a
bridle upon
Spain.” Thus
might Eng-
land defeat
theEuropean Sir Humphrey Gilbert
ambitions of
that nation, 4. e., the subduing of Holland and the possible
conquest of England. Such were the motives that stirred
the first English colonizers.

In 1583, Sir Humphrey Gilbert founded in Newfound-
land a colony that was unfortunate from the beginning;
sickness and desertion reduced their numbers, and Gilbert,
sailing to England to obtain help, was himself lost in mid-
ocean. Raleigh, his half-brother, was ‘strongly imbued
with the spirit of colonization, and in 1584 he sent an ex-
pedition to make preparations for the planting of a colony.
The region found was reputed to be “the most plentiful,
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sweet, fruitful and wholesome of all the world,” and “‘the
people the most gentle, loving, and faithful, void of all
guile and treason, and such as live after the manner of the
Golden Age.” Such was the description of the Carolina
coast, thereupon named by Elizabeth, Virginia. In 1585,
Raleigh sent thither a company of more than one hundred
men under Ralph Lane and Sir Richard Grenville, and a
colony was established on Roanoke Island. The search
for gold and for the South Sea constituted their chief oc-
cupation for a year, until hunger drove them to return to
England. In 1587, Raleigh sent to America another
colony, including both men and women, under John
White. These, too, shortly needed help from home; but
a threatened Spanish invasion, soon to be described, pre-
vented reénforcements from leaving England, and when,
in 1591, the relief finally arrived the colony had disap-
peared.

Reasons Thus ended the earliest English attempts to found col-

forfailure.  onies in America. To what was the failure owing?
(1) Both Raleigh and Gilbert erred in selecting their
colonists; some of them were criminals, and all were fired
by a “restless curiosity and a passion for adventure.”
(2) The search for gold had led to the neglect of agri-
culture. The American coast did not furnish sustenance
without cultivation, and the Indians could not be de-
pended upon to retain a friendly spirit toward colonists
who constantly violated their rights. (3) There was about
these attempts at colonization an air of romance that was
characteristic of the Elizabethan period. These men had
no practical acquaintance with the means of sustaining
life in a wild country.

The Span- While the events above described were in progress, other

iy events in Europe brought to a culmination the rising hos-
tility between England and Spain. Philip II determined
upon the conquest of England, and in 1588 the Great
Armada sailed with the purpose of landing an army on
the shores of England. They were met in the Channel



Rivalry of Nations 35

by the ships of English seamen, which were of superior
construction and fighting power. Their skilful attacks
soon disabled the Armada, which, sailing into the North
Sea, escaped around the British Isles, losing many of
its vessels, and, what was worse, the courage of its sea-
men. Thus
the maritime
power of Spain
received amost
serious blow.*
The moral
effect of this
victory 1 upon
the English
was corres-
pondingly pro-
found. More
than ever they
dared to com-
petewithSpain Ship of the Sixteenth Century

on the seas.

The effect upon American history is readily seen. Upon
the Atlantic coast the English people were now free to fol-
low their commercial and colonizing ambitions unhampered
by the dread of Spanish interference. ‘“Nowhere on the
surface of ‘the earth was there a region better fitted for
European colonization. Frenchmen and Spaniards passed
it by as offering slight hope of present gain. A higher
power reserved it for the slower, more patient English-
man and his kinsfolk from northern Europe. . . . Their
mission was to plant a nation in the New World.”}

* “Under the inspiration of this tremendous victory the Atlantic
Ocean during the next three years swarmed with English cruisers, and
more than eight hundred Spanish ships fell victims to their attacks.”
Tyler, England in America, 30.

t Add to this a second victory, when a Spanish fleet was destroyed
in the harbor of Cadiz (1596).

1 Channing, History of the United States, I, 110.
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CHAPTER 1V
VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND

In the period of one hundred years which immediately
succeeded the discovery of America, Spain and Portugal
alone had become successful colonizing nations; though
from England, France, and Holland bold seamen and am-
bitious colonizers had set forth. It is evident that the
sixteenth century brought about a complete revolution in
the world’s commerce. The Atlantic, and not the Medi-
terranean, was now the center of activity; the nations of
western Europe took the place of the cities of southern
Europe as centers of foreign trade. 'The new route to the
East brought increased supplies of Eastern products,
which were thereby much cheapened; and from the Ameri-
cans now came new products—fish, furs, dyewoods, sugar,
and tobacco, besides untold quantities of precious metals
and stones.

Commerce, at the end of the sixteenth century, was on
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