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PREFACE

TaIs book has been written in the belief that a primary
history of the United States should be short, as interesting
as possible, and well illustrated ; that it should be a narrative
of events, not a series of biographical sketches; that it should
touch on all matters of real importance in the founding and
building of our country; and that it should leave unnoticed
such questions as are beyond the understanding of the pupils
for whose use it is intended. Those who leave school after
but one year’s work in history will thus obtain a fair general
knowledge of so much of our history as every American ought
to be ashamed not to know, while those who pursue the study
further will have made a good beginning.

The illustrations are historically authentic. The reproduc-
tions of the wooden plow, beehive, warming pan, corn sheller,
Dutch scythe, and broadax are from the objects in the collec-
tion of the Bucks County Historical Society at Doylestown,
Pa., and are made by their authority. Such pictures are far
more valuable than imaginary ones, and it is believed that in
this book, as in the School History, they will be found to be
more interesting.

The pronunciation of difficult names is shown in the Index.

JOHN BACH McMASTER.
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PRIMARY HISTORY

CHAPTER I
HOW EUROPEANS FOUND AMERICA

Four hundred and fifty years ago the people of western Anew route
Europe were getting silks, perfumes, shawls, ivory, spices, and Lo e tndies
jewels from southeastern Asia, then called the Indies. But the
Turks were conquering the countries across which these goods
were carried, and it seemed so likély that the trade would be
stopped, that the merchants began to ask if somebody could
not find a new way to the Indies. -

The King of Portugal thought he could, and began sending
his sailors in search of a way around Africa, which extended
southward, nobody knew how far. Year after year his ships
sailed down the west coast, the last captain going further
south than the one before him, till one of them at last reached
the southern end of the continent and entered the Indian Ocean.

But long before this man found the Cape of Good Hope, the

merchants said the new route to the Indies would be too long,
7 2



8 HOW EUROPEANS FOUND AMERICA

and asked the question, Can not
somebody find a shorter way?
This question Christopher Colum-
bus tried to answer.

Columbus was born at Genoa,
in Ttaly, and from boyhood was
fond of the sea, fond of study, and
especially fond of geography. When
he was fourteen years old, he went
to sea. Now, the more he traveled,
and talked with sailors, and studied
geography, the surer he became
that the men who said the world is
round were right. Very few people
~ then believed this; but Columbus
did, and, believing it, he thought
that he could reach the Indies by
sailing westward over the ocean as
well as by traveling eastward over
the land.

All this was clear enough to him;
but it was hard to make others
think as he did, and years passed
before he succeeded. He went to
Portugal; he sent his brother to
England ; and he talked and argued

Christopher
Columbus

The Queen . for eight years in Spain before Queen
;fﬂsp’f;‘m Isabella agreed to help him. Grit,

self-reliance, and perseverance won
at last, and he set out for the little
town of Palos, in Spain, with orders
for ships and sailors.

Birthplace of Columbus
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‘When it was known at Palos what the Queen’s orders were, Columbus
there was almost a riot. The Atlantic Ocean, on which Colum- PiPareste
bus was to sail-—an ocean which is now crossed every year
by thousands of men, women, and children, — was then almost
unknown. Men called it the * Sea of Darkness.” Little won-
der, then, that the people of Palos were dis-
mayed when they heard that they must
furnish ships and sailors to explore
this dreaded ocean. But the royal
order must be obeyed, and so the
officers of Palos set about the
matter. ~ Prisoners were set
free from jail if they would
agree to go with Columbus.
Other men had debts for-
given them, or suits at law
stopped, if they too would go.

Three small ships or car-
avels were seized without
the¢ owners’ consent. -In the
largest, called the Santa Maria,
Columbus went. Another was ~» ;
the Pinta. The smallest was called
the NVifia, which means Baby. On board the
three were exactly ninety men.

Just before sunrise one summer morning, the little fleet set Tre voyag:
sail on the greatest voyage of discovery made by man. All
sorts of terrors filled the minds of the sailors. When they were
at the Canary Islands, off the coast of Africa, a volcano burst
into eruption, and they were sure this was a sign of bad luck.

When the last of the Canaries disappeared behind them, they
wept and wailed as if their hearts would break. Then the

\

Santa Maria



10 HOW EUROPEANS FOUND AMERICA

compass needle began to act queerly, and they were sure it was
bewitched. Next the wind for days blew from the east, and
they were sure they would never be able to sail home against

Pintig by R. Bal =3

Departure of Columbus

it. But Columbus calmed their fears, explained the sights they
did not understand, hid from them the true distance they had
sailed, and went calmly on.

Columbus At last signs of land began to appear. Now a tuft of grass;

discovers 1and 1) some seeds; now a branch with some berries on it; now a
piece of wood cut and carved by a human hand, floated by.
Then land birds flew over the ship. Finally, one night in
October, Columbus saw a light moving, as if somebody were
running along shore with a torch. Next a sailor saw land dis-
tinctly, and then all saw a long, low beach a few miles distant.

He thoughtit (3olymbus thought he had reached one of the islands of the

part of the P 3 .
Indies Indies, and early the next morning went on shore, and in the
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presence of his men took possession of the island in the name Claims tne

of the King and Queen of Spain, and called it San Salvador,
which means Holy Savior. )

island for
Spain

At the sight of the Spaniards in their glittering steel
armor and bright-colored clothes, the natives fled to the woods;
but finding no harm was done them, they soon gathered about
the strangers, gazed at them in wonder, and at last grew bold
enough to touch the whiskers, hands, and faces of the new-
comers. The natives seemed nearly as strange to the Span- The natives

iards. Their straight
black hair,naked copper-
colored bodies painted,
some black, some white,
some red, told Colum-
bus at once that he had
found a people quite
unlike the curly-headed,

black negroes of Africa, |

and made him feel sure
that he was near the
island of Cipango, a
part of the long-sought
Indies.

The day of this dis-
covery was October 12,
1492, and the island
was one of a group we
know as the Bahamas.

Columbus Point
(First land seen by Columbus, 1492)

After giving the people red caps, glass beads, hawk’s bells, and
other trinkets, and receiving in return parrots, and balls of
cotton yarn, Columbus set sail to explore, and reached the s

finds another

coast of the island we call Cuba. A month and more was now island
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spent sailing along its shores. The Spaniards

landed here and there to seek for gold, and on

one occasion Columbus sent a party of men into

the interior to search for a great city and a

king who ate from dishes of gold. But the

explorers found instead little villages of palm

huts, from which the people fled as they ap-
proached. 3

At this stage of the voyage, Pinzon, the

captain of the Pinta, deserted Columbus and

sailed away to seek for gold on his own account.

Columbus, however, went on along the coast of Cuba to the

commbus  eastern end and soon beheld another island, whose beauty so

fl’l‘i‘:z fang Teminded him of Spain that he named it Hispaniola, or « Little

Spain.”

And now another disaster befell him, for while off Hispan-

iola, or Haiti, the Santa Maria, with Columbus on board, was

wrecked, and the crew were forced to go

on shore. The natives were so kind,

and the life of idleness so enjoy-

able, that when the time came for

Columbus to go back to Spain

the sailors begged to be left

behind.  Some were left in

charge of a rude fort, and so

became the first colony of Span-

iards in the New World, though

Kind of huts Columbus saw they were soon killed.

The voyage home in the

Retuns to [Vifia was a stormy one : again and again the little ship seemed

St about to sink, but in time it reached Palos in safety, and

Columbus became the hero of the hour. Crowds followed

Armor of Columbus
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Columbus thought he had reached the Indies

him wherever he went; the King and Queen received him
with great honor at court, listened eagerly to all he said, and
gave him great power over the lands he had discovered or
might discover ; and he was promptly sent on a second voyage
to the west. ]

In all, Columbus made four voyages, discovered Jamaica,

; i
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Porto Rico, the islands of the Caribbean
Sea, and even reached the coast of South
America, and sailed along the shores of
Honduras and the Isthmus of Panama.
But the fact that he had discovered a
new world, that a great continent
blocked his way to India, never en-
tered his mind. He thought he had
reached Asia and some islands off the
coast of Asia, and so the lands were
called the Indies, and the inhabitants
Indians. Long afterwards, when his
mistake was found out, these islands were
named West Indies, and those near Asia
East Indies.
St“‘:a‘;:eﬁ‘;::mb“s: As soon as Columbus had shown the
way, others were quick to follow, and the
Explorers New coasts were visited by Spaniards, Portuguese, Frenchmen,
follow and Englishmen. Notice what then happened :

Columbus

1. These explorations proved that not the coast of Asia, but
a new world, had been found. This was called America,
after Amerigo Vespucci, an Italian’ who explored the
coast of South America for the King of Portugal.

Resuitsof 2. When it was shown that a continent blocked the way to
romiakod Asia, a search was begun for a passage through or
around it.

8. In the course of this search, first for a southwest passage,
and then for a northwest passage, the coast of America
was still further explored.

4. These explorations gave Spain, France, England, and Hol-
land claims to parts of what is now our country.
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Painting by R. Balaca

Reception of Columbus at Barcelona

SUMMARY

1. Four hundred and fifty years ago the péople of western Europe were
trading with the East Indies.

2. The Turks began to cut off this trade, and the merchants of Europe
needed a new route to the East.

3. Columbus (1492) set off from Spain to find this route by sailing west-
ward across the Atlantic.

4. He landed on one of the Bahama islands, discovered Cuba and Haiti, and
claimed them for Spain.

5. Columbus having shown the way, other explorers followed him.

6. After many years they proved that not India, but a great continent
blocking the way to India, had been discovered.

7. Then came attempts to find a way around it, which resulted in the explo-
ration of the Atlantic coast of North and South America.
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The
Indians

" Arms and

implements

CHAPTER II

THE INDIANS AND THEIR WAY OF LIFE

WHEN the first white men came to our shores,
they found the country thinly inhabited by the
people Columbus had named Indians. They had

copper-colored skin, coarse, jet-black hair, high

cheek bones, thick lips, small eyes, and no

whiskers. For a long time it was believed

that in their wars with the whites they had
become greatly reduced in number. But this is
not the case. There are quite as many liv-
ing in the United States to-day as then
lived in the same terri- tory. Two hun-
dred and fifty years ago, the In- j - dians were scattered
all over the country, from the i Atlantic to the Pacific.
Now few dwell east of the 7 Mississippi River; the
great mass are far to Y the west of it. All have
greatly changed their mode of life, and many have
learned to live like 4 white men.

The Indians ?’ whom the early settlers met
near the east coast > had never seen a gun, nor a sword,
norametal knife, [f#” nor an ax. They killed ani-
mals and one gy another with stone tomahawks
or hatchets, arrowbead and stone- or bone-tipped
arrows which they shot from wooden bows. As
they knew nothing of iron or steel or brass, all
their tools were made from wood or stone or
the bones of animals. Thus, out of fish bones,
they made fishhooks and needles, and out of flint, '
knives and hatchets. Bone fishhook

Indian warrior
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Making a birch-bark canoe

In the northern part of our country, where birch trees
were abundant, they made canoes of birch bark, sewing it
together with strips of deerskin, and- covering the seams with
spruce tree gum to make them watertight. In the South they
used trunks of great trees hollowed out by fire.

Along the Atlantic seaboard the country was heavily Fooa
wooded, and in the woods '
there were plenty of
deer, elk, bears, foxes,
wolves, and small ani- ==
mals, which the Indians o
hunted and killed for food. West of the Appalachian Moun-

tains was the region of the great treeless prairies, over which
MCM, PR. H,—2
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roamed immense herds of bison or buffalo, whose meat,
shaggy hair, and hides served the redskins for many
purposes. The meat was dried and kept for food,
" the hair was woven into cloth or twisted into
ropes, and the hide was tanned and cut into ropes
or worn as a blanket. The sea or the rivers sup-
plied fish, beavers, and otters, and in the woods
were found wild turkeys, and berries and other fruits.
Besides food obtained by hunting and fishing, many
tribes raised Indian corn, beans, pumpkins, and
squashes. They also' raised tobacco. Their only
domestic animal was the dog.

A tribe was a number of Indians speaking the
same language, and generally spread over a wide
region. Each tribe was divided into smaller groups

Snowshoe Jiving in villages, which were often surrounded by
The high stockades or fences for purposes of defense. Within such
barkhouse walls there were either long houses of bark, in each of which
a dozen or more families lived together;
or wigwams, in which single families
dwelt. :
The A wigwam was usually made by thrust-
WA ing thin poles into the ground in a circle
and bending the tops together and tying
them. Over the poles were then placed
bark or the skins of animals, especially
buffalo hide. On the ground in the
middle of the wigwam was the fire,
the smoke of which went out
through a hole in the top
which served as a chimney.
Matches being unknown, Buffalo-skin wigwam

==
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the Indian lighted his fire by pressing a pointed stick against Fireana
a piece of wood and making it turn around rapidly. To give <™
it this motion he would take a little bow, wrap the string once
around the stick, and move the bow quickly back and forth till
the heat produced by the revolving stick set fire to the wood.

Over the fire —
thus made, the In-
dian women would

broil fish laid across

sticks raised above
the flame, and in the

ashes would roast corn, squashes, or sweet potatoes. Such as

knew how to make clay pots would put them on the fire and

boil meat and vegetables in them. Such as used wooden vessels

filled them with water and threw in hot stones, till the water

was hot enough to cook whatever they wished. Indian corn

when dried was pounded into meal, mixed with water, and

baked in the ashes.

Neither men nor women wore much clothing. Deerskin Clothing
moccasins or shoes embroidered with shell
beads and quills of the porcupine, deerskin
leggings (in winter), a strip of deerskin
about the waist, and a deerskin cloak
over the shoulders completed the dress
of the men in northern parts. The
women wore deerskin aprons and beaver-
skin mantles. In the South mantles were woven from a plant
called silk grass. About the neck as ornaments were claws of
bears, eagles, or hawks, and strings of beads made from sea-
shells and called wampum. This wampum was highly prized
and was used not only for ornament, but also as money, and
was woven into belts to be given as presents when treaties

Clay bowl

Wooden dish

Moccasins
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were made. Indeed, for many years after the colonies
were founded, the white settlers used wampum as money.
What the The duty of the Indian man, or “brave,” was to
mendid 1 unt, fish, and fight. He would make arrows, bows,
canoes, and stone tools, but he thought any other kind
of work was beneath him. No young Indian was of
any importance till he had killed an enemy and brought
home the scalp; and the more scalps he brought
home, the greater “brave” he was thought to be.
As the scalp was the proof of victory, each warrior
wore a scalp lock as a challenge to
his enemies, and defended it with
his life. The lock was made
by shaving the hair close except
on the crown of the head, where
it was allowed to grow long, and
was ornamented with feathers.
. W The Indian’s way of fighting was
" to the white man dishonorable. The &
~ fair and open fight had no charm for the
redskins. To their minds it was the height
of folly to kill an enemy at the risk of
A warmior’s  their own lives, when they might shoot the
scalp lock 3 . .
foe from behind a tree, or waylay him in Wadighisc
Mannerof ambush as he hurried along a forest trail, or at the
fghting  Jead of night rouse their sleeping victims with the hideous
war whoop and kill them in cold blood. The Indians were
very skillful in laying an ambush, that is, in hiding themselves
so that they could attack the enemy when he did not expect
it. Digging up the hatchet meant preparing for war. Going
on the warpath meant waging war. Burying the hatchet
meant making peace.
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Labor of all sorts was done by the women, or wnat the
“squaws.” They planted and pounded the corn, :;‘;f‘;ﬁ:::i‘a
brought the water, dressed the skins, made
the clothing, and, when the band traveled from
one place to another, carried the household
goods and belongings.

Taking care of the children, or * papooses,”

was a simple matter. Till a child was old
enough to run about, it was carefully
wrapped up in skins and tied to a wicker
framework, and hung up on the branch
of a tree, or leaned against the trunk, or car-
ried on the mother’s back. Once able to go
alone, the boys were taught to shoot with
arrows at a mark, to fish, and to make stone
arrowheads and tools; and the girls, to weave,
make pottery and baskets, and do all the things they would be
expected to do as squaws or wives of the braves.

In the eastern part of our country, all along the seaboard, maians in the
the Indians lived in villages and wandered oy
about very little. Hunting parties and war
parties traveled great distances, but each tribe
had its home. Thus the Massachusetts dwelt
along the east coast of our state of
Massachusetts; the Pequots, in east- =5
ern Connecticut ; and the Iroquois,
in central New York. So it was in
the Ohio valley. But on the great
plains of the Northwest the Indians were
wanderers, having no fixed homes, but
roving the plains with their women, chil- ;
dren, and all their belongings. Papoose

Squaw carrying
papoose

g
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Indians in In the far Southwest, where are now Arizona and New
Southwest ©exico, dwelt still another sort of Indians. They did not
live in wigwams of skin, or huts of bark, but in great fort-
like houses of adobe, or sun-baked clay. These houses the
Spaniards called pueblos, a word meaning villages or towns,
. for they were really huge hotels in each of which lived the
people of a whole village. Some were two, some were four,
and one seven stories high. The second story was set back
from the first, the third from the second, and the fourth from
the third, thus leaving in front of each story a broad space like
a street. There were no doors. The Indians climbed by
ladders from story to story, and
entered the pueblo through holes
in the roofs of the different
stories. :
Many of the pueblos which
were standing when the
—  white man first saw these
Indians, more than three
hundred years ago, have
since then crumbled away.
But the Indians of to-day
= still live in the same sort of
houses, little changed in appear-
ance. Several such pueblos may be
seen in the southwestern part of our
country. Now, these houses have doors; but
Tt inn aabing the Indians still go from story to story by lad-
pottery ders. Now, the Indians have flocks and herds,
obtained of course from the Spaniards, who first
brought horses, hogs, and cows to our country. They raise
corn, wheat, barley, and fruit, make pottery, spin and weave

WS



THE INDIANS AND THEIR WAY OF LIFE 23

A pueblo

cloth, and make baskets. Yet they are the same kind of
Indians that the Spaniards met when they first entered the
land that is now the United States.

SUMMARY

1. When Columbus discovered America he thought he was on the coast of
the Indies, and called the inhabitants Indians.

2. At that time they lived all over our country; now most of them live in
the West.

3. They knew nothing of iron and steel, and made their hatchets, knives,
fishhooks, etc., out of stone or bones, and their canoces of bark or tree
trunks.

4. Theylived by hunting, fishing, and growing Indian corn, beans, pumpkins,
and squashes. West of the Appalachian Mountains were many bui-
faloes, which the Indians hunted.



24 THE SPANIARDS IN THE SOUTH

5. Horses, cows, sheep, and pigs were unknown to the Indians. They had
dogs, and wild turkeys from which our tame turkeys are descended.

6. Most of the labor was done by the squaws. The braves did little else
than hunt, fish, and fight.

7. The Indians in the eastern part of our country did not wander much;
but the Indians of the plains were rovers.

8. In the Southwest were the Pueblo Indians.

—00 00—

CHAPTER III

THE SPANIARDS IN THE SOUTH

THE Spaniards following in the track of Columbus took
possession of Cuba and Haiti, Porto Rico, and the other West
Indies, and sent explorers from these islands (map, p. 43).

Ponce de One of these Spaniards, Ponce de Leon, got it into his head,
Leon’s from something the Indians told him, that on an island to the
northward was a fountain of

youth, and that whoever drank of
its waters would never grow old.
Nothing would do but he must
find it, and with his king’s
leave he accordingly set
out from Porto Rico. On
Easter Sunday, which in
Spanish is Pascua Florida,
he came in sight of a coast
which, in memory of that
day, has ever since been
piscovers called Florida. He landed near the present town of St.
Florida  Augustine, and, not finding his fountain of youth, turned
back. Later he tried again, but the Indians drove him off.

Spanish treasure ships
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Another Spaniard, while sailing along the coast of the Gulf Narvaez
of Mexico, entered the Mississippi River. He called it the ;::s o
River of the Holy Spirit, and brought back such
wondrous stories of the Indians and their gold orna-
ments that a third Spanish soldier, named Narvaez,
sailed from Spain to occupy the country which
seemed so rich in gold. With several hundred
reckless followers at his back, he landed on
the west coast of Florida, and, leaving his
ships, marched inland.

- But as he pushed on through the woods
and swamps, food grew scarce and some of
his men died of hunger. Hostile Indians
shot others from behind trees and bushes.
Swamps, lakes, and many streams made prog-
ress slow, and more soldiers died of fevers.
At last the army, with ranks thinned by hunger, sickness, and
fights with the red men, turned back and reached the coast
far to the west of their ships. ‘

By dint of great labor five rude boats were made and launched, Meets
and in these what was left of the band put to sea and went 25
westward. But their sufferings at sea were as great as on
land. Storms scattered and
wrecked the boats. Two
of them with all on board
went down. The others
crossed the mouth of the
Mississippi where it rushes
into the Gulf, and were
driven on what the explor-
ers called, truly enough, Misfortune Island.

There they passed the winter, and in the spring those who

Spanish soldier

Spanish cannon



26 THE SPANIARDS IN THE SOUTH

were still alive, sixteen in number, determined to escape. But

when the time came to go, several were too sick to move and

were left behind. The rest reached the mainland somewhere

in Texas, and all save three were slain by the Indians. Of

the men left on the island one died, another disappeared, and

vaca  another, named Vaca, lived six horrible years among the
inTexas Indians. He was passed about from tribe to tribe. He was
sometimes a slave, sometimes an outcast, always a nuisance

. to the poor savages. He could not be a warrior because he

was too weak. He could not gather wood or draw water be-

cause none but women did such things. He could not hunt
because he did not know how to track animals. He could

walk, however, and would wander off and trade with the
northern Indians. He would take shells and shell beads from

the seashore tribes and exchange them for skins, red clay, and
o e ~-- flint with the northern

- W L R ==

inland tribes.
In the course of
these trading trips

e gty Vaca saw “hunchback
T s SRRy

back &/ === cows.” They were the

cows’’ J

bison or buffalo then roaming
by millions over the plains, and

see them. But he also heard of his
three companions, and at last found
them. These four wretched beings,
all that were left of the many whom
Narvaez had led in search of gold

and conquest, then tried to escape
from the Indians. After several months, led by Vaca, they
succeeded, and set out toward the west. Their way was across

e —
Buffalo
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Texas, and as they went on from tribe to tribe, they
_ noticed that the Indians they met were
33 more and more civilized. The tribes on
the coast were wanderers, living on roots,
berries, and fish, and had little clothing.
Far back from the coast, the Indians
dwelt in sod houses, raised beans and
pumpkins, and wore cotton clothes
which they washed with a soapy
root.
Once the four Spaniards met
a native with the buckle of a
sword belt hung around his neck,
=# who told them of white men like
g themselves. Then they met a
i, A " band of Spaniards, and aided by
o ey them pushed on till they came to
the west coast of Mexico, and wandering down the shores of
the Gulf of California, reached a Spanish town. They had
walked across our continent from the Gulf of Mexico to the
Gulf of California.

‘When the Spanish ruler
of Mexico heard the wonder-
ful story of Vaca, he sent
another explorer, Brother
Marcos, to find out more
about the country of which
Vaca had so much to tell.
As Marcos trudged along
he came to an Indian village

where he was tOId_ of seven  qy, pugalo as the Spaniards drew him
wonderful cities with houses (From an old prinl)

a

‘Wanders
westward

Marcos finds

Zuii
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of stone. Following the directions given, he started off, and
on the western edge of New Mexico came upon the seven
pueblos of Zuiii.

A pueblo, as we have said, was a very large house of adobe
or sun-baked clay, several stories high, and holding a great
many people. Some pueblos were high forts big enough to hold
an entire tribe. Some were built on the plains; others were
perched on cliffs that rose high above the plain. -

But Marcos had no more than a glimpse of one of them;
for the Zufi killed one of his party there, and he hurried
back home. What he saw was enough to make others want
to see more. All the reckless and adventure-loving spirits
were eager to conquer this wonderful country with its seven
cities.  So the governor of Mexico sent them off under Coro-
nado with orders to stay and never come back until
they had found the seven wonderful towns. Marcos
went along as guide. Working their way on foot
across the great dry
plains, the party came
to the Zuifii pueblos
and captured them,
and then sent out men
to visit the towns near
by.

One of these parties
came to a “sky city”
called Acoma, perched on the summit of a lofty mass of rock
whose sides rise like the walls of a room for three hundred and
fifty feet above the level plain. There was only one entrance,
by a kind of stairway, and at the top of this was a great pile
of huge stones ready to be rolled down on the heads of any
enemy who might attempt to climb up. Not very far away on

Zufii woman weaving a belt
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the plain was a town, or fort, which had seven stories, and
near this another, of four stories, now in ruins.

Winter coming on, the Spaniards marched to what was then
a pueblo, but is now a pretty village on the Rio Grande
in New Mexico, and there passed the winter. ,

When spring came, Coronado set off north- §
eastward in search of a land which the Indians
told'nim was rich in gold. In his search he
wandered across the dry plains into what
is now Kansas. He crossed miles and miles
of sun-baked plains with scarcely a tree on
them; he saw thousands and thousands of
buffalo ; he met bands of fierce roaming Indi-
ans; but he found no city and no gold, and
went back disheartened to Mexico, where the
governor, angry at.his return, punished him.

In the West the Spaniards had thusexplored
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, and had reached Kansas.

While Coronado and his men were searching for a golden
city on the plains of the Southwest, De Soto was making a like
search in the swamps and forests of the South. Landing in
Florida, he led his men across Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and
Mississippi to the Mississippi River, crossed it, and somewhere
on the western bank died of fever. - His followers buried him
at night in the great river, and, having built boats as quickly
as possible, floated downstream to the Gulf of Mexico, and
coasted westward along Texas to Mexico.

The death of De Soto on the Mississippi and the return of
Coronado to Mexico took place just fifty years after the dis-
covery of the New World by Columbus. What had the
Spaniards done in our country during this half century?
Ponce de Leon, De Soto, and others had explored the country

A Mexican Indian

De Soto
in the
Southeast

Claims of
Spain
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from Florida to the Mississippi; and Coronado and other
Spaniards had marched over much of the land in the South-
west. By right of discovery and exploration, Spain thus
secured a claim to all the southern part of our country. But
as yet the Spaniards
had not founded a
city nor a town nor
so much as a village
anywhere within the
limits of what is now
our country; and
many years went by
before they began to
build the first towns,
— St. Augustine in
= , Florida and Santa Fé
The oldest house in Santa Fé in New Mexico.

SUMMARY

1. The Spaniards, having taken possession of Cuba, Haiti, and Porto Rico,
began to explore the mainland.

2. Ponce de Leon discovered and named Florida, but was driven out by the
Indians. A little later Narvaez led an army into Florida, but was
driven out, and sailing westward, was wrecked ; soon only four of his
men were left alive.

3. These four made a wonderful march across the continent from the Gulf
of Mexico to the Gulf of California.

4, After hearing their story, the governor of Mexico sent out an explorer
who discovered the Zuiii pueblos. This expedition was followed by
the more remarkable one of Coronado.

5. De Soto and his men wandered from Florida northwestward and dis-
covered the Mississippi River.

6. All this gave Spain a claim to what is now the southern part of the
United States.
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CHAPTER IV

THE FRENCH IN THE VALLEYS OF THE ST. LAWRENCE .AND
THE MISSISSIPPI

THE time was now at hand when, = =
in addition to Spain, another European
nation was to lay claim to parts of our
country.

Very soon after Columbus made his
famous voyage, the fishermen of the west
coast of France crossed the Atlantic in
search of new fishing grounds. Sailing
westward, they came to the shores of
Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. Law-
rence (map, p. 43), and found that the
sea there was full of codfish.

A great fishing industry grew up, and
year after year little fleets of fishing boats
went back and forth between France and C°Stu;:§§;£’°nch
America. While the Spaniards were hunt-
ing for gold mines and a fountain of. youth, the French were French
catching codfish, which readily sold for gold in the Old World fsteries
markets. They had found a real gold mine in the sea.

AN

W
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For a time France
made no attempt to \
explore America ; she could not, however, long remain B
inactive while every year added to the possessions and €
glory of Spain, so at last a great French sailor, named Cartier,
was sent to find a northwest passage to the Indies.
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Following the way taken by the French fisher-
men, he sailed north of the island of Newfound-
land, crossed the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and entered
the river of the same name. Going up this
river, he came to the cliffs now crowned by the
city of Quebec, and found them occupied by a few
bark cabins. The Indians who lived there were
delighted to see the French, and told them of a
greater town far up the river; but urged them
not to go on.

Cartier, however, with a few sailors in small
boats, went on till he came near the spot where now
stands the city of Montreal. There he beheld
crowds of Indians, who danced, and sang, and

Indian bow, arrows, paddled out to greet him in canoes loaded with

The Indian
village

and quiver 0 and fish.

Led by the delighted red men, Cartier and his band landed
and marched through the dense forest to a clearing, where, in
the midst of cornfields, stood the Indian village. Around it
was a high fence or stockade of tree trunks.

Passing through the narrow entrance, the French found
themselves in an open
space surrounded by
long houses of bark,
from which women
and children came in &
crowds. They touched
the whiskers of the
men, and felt their
faces and their strange
armor.

Then the women Indian long house of bark
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and children were pushed aside, and the lame, the old, and the
blind were brought to be touched and healed by the white
strangers, whom the Indians thought to be gods.

After an exchange of presents, Cartier
sailed back to the site of Quebec, and i
the early summer of the next year
went home to Krance. Because of
this voyage up the St. Lawrence, the
French King now claimed the country
round about that river, and made som
attempts to settle it. But one after Quebec
another they failed, until, after many e b
years, Champlain sailed up the St. Lawrence River and founded champlain
Quebec (1608). He made friends with the neighboring Indi- :;:;i::
ans, who, when they saw the wonderful things the French could
do with their guns, begged him to go with them to fight the
Iroquois Indians, who lived in what is now central New York.

So with them Champlain went to the lake which now bears
his name, and there one night beheld in the distance a mass -
of dark moving objects which he knew to be canoes filled
with the foe.

The Iroquois at champlain
once made for the i‘r‘;i::‘;
shore and passed
the night in putting
up such rude de-
fenses as they could.

In the morning the
Canadian  Indians
landed and marched
Defeat of the I.roqixois at Lake Champlain into the forest till

(From an old print) they came near their
McM, PR. H, — 8
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enemy. Champlain then advanced, and fired his musket. The
woods rang with the report. One chief fell dead, and another
rolled on the ground wounded.
Then arose, says Champlain, a
yell like a thunderclap, and the
air was full of whizzing arrows.
But when another and another
gunshot came from the bushes, the Iroquois fled like deer.
They had never seen nor heard a musket before, and did not
understand what it was. They only knew that it suddenly
made a terrible noise and smoke and that at the same time one

or more of their men fell down dead or wounded.
Hatred of The musket of the white man had done its work. The
v e victory was won, but it made
_ the Iroquois hate the
French for many years
afterward. These Indi-
ans lived in the region
south of Lake Ontario
and were the fiercest and
most powerful tribes in America.
Because of the hatred of the Iroquois,
“the French never made settlements
, south of Lake Ontario; but pushed
% their explorations westward across Canada

to Lake Huron and beyond.
First of French explorers went brave
Catholic priests and missionaries. With cru-
French priests journeying cifix, Bible, and altars on their backs, they
SHEPEh: TR wildermosd | walkod through forests and paddled up
Prench  rivers where no white man had been before, building bark
missionaries shapels in the woods, and trying to ‘teach and convert the

Early French pistol
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natives. The Indians were often hostile and some-
times treated the missionaries with great cruelty,
even burning them to death; but neither these
savage foes nor the cold of winter, neither
hunger nor the hardships of the wilderness,
could stop the brave and devoted priests.

For half a century after the founding of
Quebec, French settlers came to Canada but
slowly. Then the King of France, deeply in-
terested in the welfare of Canada, began to send -
over at least three hundred men a year. By
and by shiploads of young women came, that
every unmarried man might have a wife.

The life of an early colonist was a hard one. -
His home was a log hut. His food and that of
his family was such vegetables as he could Eary French
raise on the little piece of land he had ™
cleared of trees, such game as he could kill,
and eels, fresh in the summer, but smoked
and dried in winter. During the long, cold
season of ice and snow he cut timber and
made planks and shingles which he ex-
changed at Quebec for clothing and other
articles he must have, as powder, bullets,
tools.

Besides encouraging farming, the gov- The furtrads,
ernment tried to get more people engaged
in fishing for cod and in catching whales.

But the only sort of trade that really flour-
ished in Canada was the trade with the
Costume of French  Indians for furs. Everybody wanted to

woman buy and sell beaver skins. Each year a

French soldier
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great fair was held at Montreal to which the Indians came
by the hundred from the western lakes in their bark canoes.
Merchants from Quebec and Mont-
real would arrange their goods
along the outside of the palisades,
and their bright-colored cloth,
beads, blankets, kettles, and knives
were exchanged for beaver skins.  pyouoex pistol and powder hom
All these merchants had to
obey the orders of the King’s officers; and the officers used
their power unfairly, and so got nearly all the profits of the
fur trade. Numbers of hardy young men, therefore, took to
the woods and traded with the Indians far beyond the reach
of the officers. In hope of stopping this, the
governor forbade any one to trade with the
savages in the forest unless he had permission,
which he must buy from the governor. Some
merchants obeyed, and paid the price. But
the young men went on trading as before. By
so doing they became outlaws, and if caught,
might be whipped and marked with a red-hot
iron. But they were not often caught, for
they lived with the Indians, and seldom went
near the white settlements. They were called
” wood rangers, or coureurs de bots. They built
forts at many places in the West and North-
west. One of these early forts was at Detroit.
But their great meeting place, and the center
of the beaver trade, was a mission station on
the Strait of Mackinac, where Lake Michigan

‘Wood ranger

missions joins Lake Huron. From there, in twos and threes, they would

and forts

set forth and roam the forests, trapping beaver.
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The wood rangers often married Indian women, and this
went a long way to make the Indians of the Northwest friendly
toward the French. The English, on the other hand, fought the
Indians and did not marry into their tribes.

As the priests and traders went further and further westward, French on the
they planted trading posts, stockaded forts, and mission A
stations along the shores of Lake Huron, Lake Michigan,
and Lake Superior, and explored all the country |
round about. Our Central States are covered with
French names, which con- stantly remind us #
that France once owned a %
great part of our country.!

When, in the course
of their wander- i
ings, the priests
and trad-
ers reached
the country about -
Lake = Superior
and Lake Michi-
gan, they began Shooting the rapids
to hear of a river so great and 3
long that the Indians called it Mississippi or ¢“the Father of
Waters.” Might not this be the long-sought passageway to
the Indies? the French asked .themselves. In hopes that it
was, two men whose names ought to be remembered, — Father Father
Marquette, a priest who had founded the Mackinac mission, Marauette
and Joliet, a soldier, — were sent to find the Father of Waters
and follow it to the sea.

1 Among names of French origin are Joliet, Duluth, Terre Haute, Carondelet,
La Salle, Sault Ste. Marie, Prairie du Chien, Detroit, Vincennes, St. Louis, and
New Orleans,
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They set out one spring day from Mackinac
Strait with five companions in two birch canoes,
paddled along the shore of Lake Michi-
gan to the head of Green Bay, and
made their way, with
the help of friendly In-
dians, to a large river
flowing to the west.
All along their route
the Indians would have
stopped them, and told
: ;b them stories of fierce tribes
W/, that lived on the great

- river, of a devil that would
drown them in a deep hole
where he dwelt, of monsters that
would destroy their ca-
noes, and of heat that could
not be endured. But Mar-

voyag:ngf.]ﬂ;rtquette quette was not to be frightened,

and pushed boldly out on this

westward-flowing river, which he named the Wis-

consin. After seven days they came to its mouth,

Marquette and saw, rushing across their way, the rapid cur-
g;:’;i:sippi rent of the Mississippi.

Turning southward, the explorers paddled and

floated down the great river till they reached an

Indian village opposite the mouth of the Arkan-

sas. There, suddenly, they beheld a fleet of war

canoes dart out from the shore to cut them off.

Marquette now waved the peace pipe given him by

some friendly Indians as a safeguard. Butat first Peace pipe
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no heed was paid to it, and the young warriors would have killed
him had not the old men shouted to them from the shore.

Marquette and his party were then allowed to land, were well Marquette
treated, and the next day went on down ot e
the river to another wowm, where the
Indians warned them to go no further.
There the travelers stopped, and, turn-
ing back, made their way slowly north-
ward to Green Bay.

The discovery of the Mississippi River
by Marquette and Joliet was of great im-
portance to the French. Yet many years
went by before La Salle finished their
work by following the river to its mouth.

The report brought back by Joliet
and Marquette convinced La Salle that
the great river they had discovered and
explored flowed into the Gulf of Mexico,
and filled him with an intense desire to
have his countrymen own the splendid
valley down which it went. He would
lead them away from cold and barren
Canada, into the rich and pleasant region
of the Mississippi. He would secure its
trade, its wealth, for France alone, and would see it dotted vrasaie’s
with cities and villages planted by Frenchmen. B

But did the river enter the Gulf ? That was for him to dis-
cover, and after five years of getting ready he set out to make
the attempt. But another four years passed, and three heroic His taitures
attempts were made and two failures nobly overcome before La
Salle, with his little fleet of canoes, floated out of the Illinois
River upon the broad current of the Mississippi.

Statue of Marquette
(In the Capitol at Washington)
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It was in the month of February, and the river was a rush-
ing torrent full of ice and floating trees. But La Salle pushed
on till the canoes reached that point where the Mississippi
divides and enters the Gulf of Mexico through three broad
channels. La Salle sent one band of his followers down the
eastern channel, and another down the middle, while he fol-
lowed the western channel, to the waters of the Gulf. Then
he coasted along the marshes to the mouth of the middle chan-
nel, where the parties met and landed. A huge cross was now
made ready, the arms of France were fastened to it, and with
songs of praise to God, and shouts of “Long live the King,”
it was planted in the ground. Standing beside it, La Salle, in
a loud voice, took possession of all the land drained by the
Ohio, the Mississippi, and their branches, claimea I* in the
name of France, and named it *“ Louisiana,” after Louis XIV.,
who was King of France at that time.

But his work was far from ended. The valley he had ex-
plored, the country he had added to France, must be occupied,
and to occupy it two things were necessary. There must be
a colony planted at the mouth of the river to keep out the
Spaniards; there must be a strong fort and colony somewhere
on the Illinois to control the Indians.

La Salle, therefore, hurried back to the lakes, gathered as
many men as possible, and in December was again on the
INlinois River, where he chose, as the place for his fort, the
lofty summit of a great cliff, now called Starved Rock.
This famous rock stands on the south bank of the Illinois
River, near the present town of Ottawa. On three sides the
rock is so steep that it can not be climbed. The fourth side
~may be mounted with difficulty. The summit is about an acre
in extent, and on it La Salle built a stockade which he named

Fort St. Louis.
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In order to secure the mouth of the Mississippi, La Salle rasanein
now set off for Paris, where his plans so pleased the King that Te*
he was soon sent with four ships to plant a colony at the mouth
of the Father of Waters. But the little fleet missed the mouth
of the river and brought up :
on the coast of Texas, where
the men landed and built
Fort St. Louis of Texas.
But evil fortune still pur-
sued their great commander.
The colonists quarreled,
death reduced their numbers
rapidly, and in their distress
the few who were left divided
themselves into two parties.
Some remained at the fort and were never heard of again.

Others, led by La Salle, started for the Illinois and reached it
after a long time, but on the way they had murdered La Salle,
—one of the greatest explorers of our country.

Eleven years now passed without any effort being made by Frencn settie
France to take possession of Louisiana. But by and by (1699) New Orleans
a stockade called Biloxi was built on the shore of the Gulf of
Mexico, east of the mouth of the Mississippi, and then after a
few years Mobile Bay was occupied and the cities of Mobile
and New Orleans were started.

Starved Rock

SUMMARY

1. The French were attracted to North America by the good fishing off
Newfouundland, but sent out Cartier to find a northwest passage to the
Indies. Instead he discovered and sailed up the St. Lawrence River.

2. For many years no attempt to plant a colony on the river was successful,
but at last Champlain led out a colony and founded Quebec (1608).
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8. Champlain aided the Canadian Indians in war against the fierce Iroquois
of New York. As a result, the French were prevented from making
settlements in New York, but pushed westward north of Lake Ontario,
discovered the Great Lakes, and heard of a river called Mississippi,
or the Father of Waters. _

4. Marquette and Joliet were sent to explore this river. A few years
later another Frenchman, named La Salle, floated down the river
to its mouth, claimed all the country drained by it for France, and
called it Louisiana. L

5. All this gave the French a claim to Canada, the region of the Great
Lakes, and the Mississippi valley.

6. Toward the end of the seventeenth century and in the beginning of the
eighteenth, France began to occupy the lower Mississippi valley and
built Mobile and New Orleans.

——ouiet0o—

CHAPTER V

THE ENGLISH IN VIRGINTA

Now we must learn how there happened to be any English
in our country. A few years after Columbus discovered the
West Indies, a sailor named Cabot sailed from England in
command of an English ship to see if he could find a way
to Asia.

Like Columbus, he failed in the attempt; but during a
second voyage, Cabot (or his son) sailed along our coast from
Newfoundland southward, and the English accordingly claimed
this part of America as their own. Nearly a hundred years
went by before they were ready to make settlements in it ; and
when at last they tried to do so, they too, like the French, made
a number of failures. Humphrey Gilbert, who went to New-
foundland in search of a good place to plant a colony, was
lost at sea. Sir Walter Ralegh twice sent bands of settlers to
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Roanoke Island on the coast of North Carolina. The first ralegns
band soon went back to England ; the second disappeared, and settiombers
what befell it is not known to this day.

Though Ralegh’s attempts were failures, the time for the
planting of the first successful
colony was near at hand, and
in 1607 (one year before Cham-
plain founded Quebec) three
ships full of men crossed the
Atlantic from England.

They were sent by the Lon-
don Company, and sailed for
the coast of Virginia, as the
English called the whole coun-
try from what is now South
Carolina to Maine. Entering
the mouth of Chesapeake Bay,
the colonists one beautiful May
day sailed up a broad river
which they called the James
in honor of their king, and,
landing on its bank, began a
settlement which they named
Jamestown. For shelter some had tents made of sails; others
had cabins with grass or bark roofs; others had holes in the
ground. -

Presently their food gave out, and many fell sick and died. captain John
They did not know how to live in a wilderness. Had it not 5™
been for Captain John Smith, every one of them would have
perished.  Smith took command: he set the men to building
good huts; persuaded the Indians to bring food; and for two
years kept the colonists together.

SCALE OF MILES
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Grave of Powhatan, James River
(Present state)

Sometimes with a boat full of companions he would go off
to explore the country. On one of these trips most of his men
were left to guard the boat, while he with four others paddled
up a river in a canoe. Suddenly a band of Indians attacked
the little party, captured Smith, and killed the others.

Story of Sure that his life was in danger, he at once began to amuse
Pocalont3s the Indians. Taking out his pocket compass, he showed them
the needle trembling and quivering and always pointing one
way. Amazed at what they saw, they spared his life and took
him to the village of the great war chief called the Powhatan,
and into a long wigwam. Before the fire sat the Powhatan,
dressed in a robe of raccoon skins. Beside him were his
squaws, and along the walls the other women and the warriors.
After a very long debate it was decided to kill the prisoner.
Two stones were placed in front of the chief, and Smith’s
head was laid upon them. Near by stood the warriors, clubs
in hand, and just about to dash out his brains, when Poca-
hontas, a little daughter of the chief, rushed up and laid her
head upon Smith’s and saved him. This is the story as it was
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told by Smith; it may be true, but some say that Smith made
it up. Pocahontas, at all events, was a real Indian girl, and
was a good friend to the Jamestown people, and finally married
John Rolfe, one of the settlers.

While Smith was in command the colony grew and did fairly
well. But when he returned to England, evil days came upon
the people. Food grew scarce; the Indians became hostile ;
famine set in, and the sufferings of the starving people were
so terrible that in a few months their number was reduced
from five hundred to sixty. These, too, would have perished
had not two little ships with more settlers arrived just at that
time.

But when the newcomers saw the starving people, all that
were left of the once thriving colony, their hearts failed them,

Painting by Henry Brueckner
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and they decided to leave Jamestown forever. Then the huts
were stripped of everything worth taking away, and the set-
tlers, boarding the ships, sailed down the river. Such, how-
ever, was not to be the end of Jamestown. As the settlers
neared the sea they met three well-stocked vessels from Eng-
land, and turning back reoccupied the huts just abandoned,
and began a new struggle for a living.

Tobacco And a struggle it was. The newcomers were quite unfit for

isiig Jife in the wilderness, and the colony can not be said to have
become prosperous till the colonists began to raise tobacco,
which greatly changed the whole course of events in Virginia.

In the first place, when the people found what
good prices tobacco brought in England, they
raised it rather than corn or wheat, and it became
the chief crop. :

. In the second place, when men in England saw
that money was to be made by tobacco growing in
Virginia, they came over to engage in planting, and
the colony drew to itself a better class of settlers.

In the third place, tobacco became a sort of
money, and the price of food, of clothes, of articles
of all sorts, and even wages, were paid in pounds
of tobacco.

In the fourth place, as the colony grew in num-
bers, and tobacco planting became more and more
the chief business of the colony, people lived on
plantations rather than in towns and cities.

About the time the Virginians may be said to
have fairly started on their career of prosperity (when the
colony was twelve years old), an odd thing happened,—a

wives for shipload of young women arrived in search of husbands. Of
settlers  the men who had heretofore come over very few had wives

Tobacco plant
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and children. The
company which man-
aged affairs in Vir-
ginia knew very well
that without homes
and children and
family ties, their
colony could never
become prosperous.
The company there-
fore decided to pro-
vide wives, and find-
ing ninety young Westover, a Virginia colonial house

women willing to go,

sent them out to Jamestown. KEach one was free to choose her

husband. But the girls were so much sought for, that the
company sent out shipload after shipload, and then each man

had to pay the passage of his wife, which was one hundred

and twenty pounds of tobacco.

During the same year in which these young women arrived, Negro slaves
another ship, bearing a very different sort of people, touched at
Jamestown. It was a Dutch man-of-war, and from it twenty
negroes were sold to the colonists. These were the first negro
slaves in our country, and from their introduction dates the
beginning of slavery, which in time brought about much trouble.

Many years went by, however, before slaves became numer- ingented
ous, and in the meantime much of the labor was performed 572"
by white persons called indented servants or redemptioners.

These were men, women, and children who had been sold for a
certain number of years, and who would not be free till they
had worked that length of time for their masters. Some of
them were persons who had sold themselves in this way, in




Great
tobacco
plantations

No roads

50 THE ENGLISH IN VIRGINIA

order to pay their passage to America; some of them were
criminals, or persons guilty of some little offense, who had
been sold for a time instead of being punished in any other
way ; some of them were boys or girls who had been stolen
from their homes and carried off
by force, something like the
negro slaves.

These indented servants could
be bought and sold like slaves or
fl . cattle, but only for the time dur-
il — ing which they were bound to
serve. When that time was up,

out pay, but might work for

Il wages, or might get small plan-

" tations of their own. Some, how-
ever, were lazy and became beg-
gars and thieves.

With the cultivation of tobacco, the arrival of the maids, and
the coming of more emigrants from England, the settled part
of Virginia was greatly increased. By the time the colony was
twenty years old, large plantations were scattered along the
banks of the York and James rivers, and Virginia had begun
to be a new kind of country. There were no roads, scarcely
any villages, and tobacco planting had become the chief
industry.

There were no roads because the plantations generally lay
along some river or stream, and it was easier to pass from one
to another by water than byland. There were no towns (save a
few very small ones, such as Henricus and Bermuda), because
almost everybody lived on plantations, and, because all trade
and commerce were carried on at the planter’s own door.

Main gateway at Westover
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The ships that came from England for the tobacco would sail
up the rivers to the planters’ wharves, take on board what
tobacco was for sale, and pay for it with articles brought from
the mother country. Tables, chairs, knives, saws, axes, nails,
hammers, clothing, shoes,— almost everything the planter
needed for his family, his house, his plantation, and his serv-
ants, came from abroad.

The Virginians bought all these things from England, not wvitte
because they were too lazy to make them for themselves, but be- 222ufac
cause they were so
busy planting and
curing tobacco, and
because they had
very few good work-
men. So general
was tobacco plant-
ing, so completely
did it take men
away from other
pursuits, that when
Virginia was about
twenty-five  years
old, a law was made
forbidding  brick-
makers, carpenters,
turners, sawyers,
and joiners to plant
or farm.

Another effect of
the Virginian way
of living on plantations was, as we have said, the small number Few towns
of towns. This, too, the Virginia lawmakers tried to remedy.

Ruins of the church at Jamestown
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They ordered each county to build one brick house in James-
town, and required all the tobacco raised within a certain
region to be sent there. But the law was not obeyed, and
Jamestown never contained more than a church, a courthouse,
and a few houses. To-day its site is a farm, and, save the
ruined tower of the church, and some tombs and graves, little
remains to show where
it once stood.

Yet another law
required towns to be
built at certain places,
and offered all kinds
of favors to persuade
people to live in them.
But this, too, was a
failure, and it was a
long time before the
present cities of Vir-
ginia struggled into
the shape of villages.

There were other
towns established by
law in each county as
places in which to try lawsuits and punish criminals, but they
rarely consisted of more than the courthouse, the jail (near
which stood the stocks, the pillory, and the whipping post), a
wretched inn for the use of the judges and lawyers, and some-
times a church. Such a place was called a “Court House,”
and was named from the county in which it was situated, as
Hanover Court House, Culpeper Court House, and the like.

In early times the houses of the Virginia settlers were of
logs and built without iron. Wooden pegs were used in place
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of nails ; leather was used for hinges; and a wooden latch with
a leather string to lift it answered all the purposes of our door
knob and lock. So valuable were nails that a common practice
of settlers in later times when leaving their farms was to burn
down the house and pick the nails out of the ashes; and in
the hope of stopping this custom Virginia offered to give the
mover as many nails as were believed to be in the house, pro-
vided he left it standing.

As the people became more prosperous, log houses gave place
to long, narrow board
houses with huge stone
or log chimneys at each
end, and partitions plas-
tered with mud and
whitewashed.  "Some-
times the windows were
furnished with glass;
but more often only
shutters were used to
keep out the wind and
rain. Negro quarters

The great planters 7
had fine houses, a few of which, built two hundred years ago, erea
are still standing. They are of brick or wood, have names, Denter
as Shirley, or Lower Brandon, or Sabin Hall, or Westover, and
are fine examples of their kind. Around the Hall, and separate
from it, were the kitchen, with its huge fireplace and curious
cooking utensils ; the offices, the vegetable garden, the ware-
houses for tobacco and grain, the stables, the cattle pens, the
dairy, and the cluster of little log cabins where the slaves lived,
known as the negro quarters.

The slaves and white redemptioners, of which on the great
MoM, PR, B, —4
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plantations there were generally several hundred, did all the
work. Some were coopers and made barrels in which the
tobacco was packed and rolled to the wharf or warehouse ;
others were blacksmiths, carpenters, sawyers, spinners; some
were weavers and knitters who made
coarse cloth and stockings for the
negroes. But this was
at a time when Virginia
was a hundred years or
more old.

Long before that time
the London Company
which at first controlled
Virginia had been broken
up, so that the colony came
under the control of the
English  King.  Then,
about twenty-five years
after the founding of Jamestown, King Charles I. cut off a
piece of Virginia and gave it to Lord Baltimore.

This nobleman had attempted to plant a colony in New-
foundland, but the French attacked him, and the climate was
so cold and the winters so long and the soil so poor that he
applied to the King for a piece of Virginia. The great tract
given him he called Maryland after the Queen. For it he .
was to pay the King two Indian arrows every year, which meant
that the King did not give up all authority over the colony.

About this time the first Lord Baltimore died ; but his son
went on with the work, and sent out a body of colonists, who
landed on a little island not far from the mouth of the
Potomac River. Later they moved to the banks of the river
and started the town of St. Marys.

Hallway at Shirley
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Though Maryland was a Catholic colony, Lord Baltimore
opened it to all Christians; and soon members of several
Protestant churches made their homes on its soil.

What has been said of life in Virginia is just as true of life vrifein
in Maryland. There too people raised tobacco, lived on large Maviand
plantations rather than in towns, traveled about by water
rather than by land, and cultivated their planta,tlons by in-
dented white servants and negro slaves. There were no large
cities to which the planters could send their crops to be sold
and shipped abroad. Each plantation had, if possible, frontage
on some river or the bay, and to its wharf or “landing ” would
come the English merchant ships to exchange the knives, saws,
silks, and muslins of the Old World for the tobacco of the
New. When the plantation was not on a stream deep enough
to float a great ship, the tobacco or grain would be loaded
on a raft and pushed down to the ship. When
there was no stream, an axle would ]
be made fast to each cask of
tobacco, which was then
rolled along to market.

The first town in 2=
Maryland was St. Marys. :
The second, Annapolis, rose to be the most important in the
colony, and remained so till Baltimore was founded when
Maryland was nearly a hundred years old.

Rolling tobacco to market

SUMMARY

1. A few years after the voyage of Columbus, Cabot sailed along the coast
of North America and gave the English a claim based on discovery.

2. About a hundred years later attempts were made by Ralegh to found
an En_glish colony on Roanoke Island, but failed.
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8. At last the London Company planted Jamestown, in Virginia (1607),
the first successful settlement by the English in our country.

4. The company sent out shiploads of young women to marry the mer;
and numbers of laborers, called redemptioners; while a Duteh ship
brought the first negro slaves introduced into our country.

5. In Virginia in early times there were a great number of tobacco planta-
tions, and hardly any towns.

6. When Jamestown was about twenty-five years old, the King gave a large
tract of land to Lord Baltimore. This new colony was called Maryland.

7. Lord Baltimore made Maryland a Roman Catholic colony; but people
of any Christian sect were welcome to settle there and were not
molested.

CHAPTER VI

THE ENGLISH IN NEW ENGLAND

WHILE the Virginia settlers were passing their first year in
the New World, a number of men and women in England who
had begun to worship God in a manner not allowed by the
laws of that time, and had been harshly treated, fled to Hol-
land, where they might worship as they pleased.

They were glad enough to find such a place of refuge. But
if they and their children after them were to remain in Holland,
they would forget their native land, forget their native lan-
guage, lay aside the manners and customs of Englishmen, and
at length become Dutchmen. As they were not willing to do
this, they resolved to move to some part of the world where
they might still be Englishmen, and yet be free to worship
God in their own way. There was then only one such land,
and that was America.

To America, therefore, they turned, formed a company, and
having obtained leave to settle on the coast of what is now
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New Jersey, a little band of Pilgrims sailed from Holland to pigrims sait
England. There others joined them, and the company thus forAmerica
increased in number started in two ships, the Speedwell and
the Mayflower, for the New World. But they had not gone
far from land when the Speedwell sprung a leak, and both
returned to port. Some repairs were made, after which the
two again set sail and had crossed three hundred miles of water,
when the Speedwell leaked so badly that they were once more

Pilgrims leaving Holland

forced to put back. A few of the band now gave up all idea
of going, and remained in England. The rest, just one hun-
dred and two men, women, and children, crowded on board the
other vessel, the Mayflower, and once more started for America.
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The weather was so bad and the wind so high that nine
weeks passed before they came in sight of land, which proved
to be the shore of Cape Cod, far from the Jersey coast for

. which they had started. The Mayflower

" was therefore turned southward.
But head winds drove her back,
and the Pilgrims were forced tc
seek shelter in what is now Prov-
incetown harbor, behind
Cape Cod.

The country round
about was so poor a place
for a settlement that par-
ties were sent to find a
: better one, and five weeks

=T Mayflower were spent in exploring

. the shores. At last one

party, under Captain Miles Standish, entered a harbor so at-

tractive that it was chosen for the settlement. To this harbor

pilgrims the Mayflower was brought with all on board, and a few days

;ﬁfeum before Christmas, 1620, the Pilgrims went on shore to begin
the building of a town, which was named Plymouth.

As usual with settlers in a new country, the sufferings of
the Pilgrims during the first winter were terrible. Before
spring half of them died. But the rest were steadfast, and

- guided by the wisdom of
William Bradford and
defended by the skill and
courage of Miles Standish,
the colony passed through
all the perils of the wil- :
derness. Relics of Miles Standish
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One day in the early spring an Indian walked into Plymouth Pitgrims ana
and astonished the people by saying “Welcome !” in good thelndiane
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English. He was Samoset, and had learned the word from
some fishermen who visited the coast before the Pilgrims.
By and by he paid another visit with four companions, one

of whom was called
Squanto.

Squanto had been
carried away by one
of the early explorers,
had been taken to

England, and had at |

last been brought
back to his.old home
near Plymouth Bay.
During his long stay
abroad Squanto had
learned to speak Eng-
lish, and now he be-
came a most important
man in Plymouth.
He acted as interpre-

ter between the Pilgrims and the Indians.
settlers how to fish, how to catch eels, and how to plant an
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He taught the wnat squanto

cultivate corn, and told them to put a fish in each hill of corn,

as manure.

On his first visit Squanto said that Massasoit, chief of a
neighboring tribe, was coming to see the colonists.
Pilgrims received this chief with great ceremony, and a treaty
was made, binding each to help the other and to trade as friends.

Not every chief was as friendly as Massasoit, and presently
the head of another near-by tribe sent a messenger to Plymouth

The

q taught
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with a rattlesnake skin
wrapped about a bundle of
arrows. Nobody knew what
this meant. But the next
time Squanto came to Plym.
outh he said it was a chal-
lenge to fight. When Brad-
ford heard this, he filled the
snake skin with powder and
bullets, and sent it back.
Then the hostile chief de-
cided not to fight, after all.

But the Pilgrims were
not the only people who could
not live in England. Others,
known as the Puritans, were
now so harshly treated that
they too turned to America.
Coming over in great num-
Fainting by C. 4. Boughion bers, they founded Salem and

Puritans going to church Boston, and other towns
near by, and thus planted
a new colony called Massachusetts Bay.

In a little while, however, disputes arose in the new colony
over church matters, and numbers of the settlers went off
under different leaders and built other towns. One of them,
a young minister named Roger Williams, was so disliked that
he was ordered to go back to England.

Instead of going to England, Williams fled to the village
of Massasoit, passed a winter there, and in the spring built a
house near by at a place he called Providence. This was the
beginning of the colony of Rhode Island.
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About the same time another very famous minister, Thomas Connecticut
Hooker, left Massachusetts Bay with a great many of hig ™
congregation. They started westward, walk- )
ing through the forests, driving their cattle =
before them, till they came to the banks of
the Connecticut, where they founded Hart-
ford. Other bands soon followed the __
example of Hooker’s party, and built .
two more towns near Hartford.
These were the beginnings of
Connecticut. Two years later 3
another colony was started at ==
New Haven.

The arrival of settlers in the
Connecticut valley led the chief
of the Pequot Indians to attempt
to drive out the whites, and he
began by trying to persuade other tribes to join him on the
warpath. Hearing of this, the settlers begged Roger Williams
to do his best to prevent such a union of powerful tribes.
Williams had little reason to love the
people who had driven him into exiles
but he was too noble a man to seek
revenge, and by his influence the union
of the tribes was prevented.

Left to themselves, the Pequots now pequot war
attacked the settlers. Men were killed
on their way to the fields, people were
scalped, and girls were carried off. Such
things were not to be-endured, and as
soon as possible a little band of whites, with some friendly
Indians, set off to attack the Pequots.

2y
ExCs

Monument over Plymouth Rock

The flag of New
England
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already joined with Connecticut, there were then but four
New England colonies left — Massachusetts Bay, New Hamp-
shire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut.

SUMMARY

1. The first permanent English settlement in New England was made at
Plymouth (1620) by the Pilgrims, as they were called.

2. After suffering great hardships, the Plymouth colony began to prosper,
and its success led to a great Puritan immigration. The Puritans
founded the colony of Massachusetts Bay, to“which, after many years,
Plymouth and Maine were annexed.

8. Religious differences soon led to the founding of a new colony by Roger
Williams, which we know as Rhode Island, and to the planting of
three towns in the Connecticut River valley.

4. The arrival of these people in the Connecticut valley was the cause of the
Pequot War and the almost utter destruction of the Pequot Indians.

6. New Haven was settled as a colony by itself, but afterwards became
part of Connecticut.

6. For many years there was peace with the Indians. But in time a long
and bloody struggle, known as King Philip’s War, occurred, during
which the Indian power in New England was broken.

7. Just at the end of this war New Hampshire was made a colony separate
from Massachusetts.

——oot@200o——

CHAPTER VII

PIONEER LIFE IN NEW ENGLAND

Ix our study of Virginia we noticed that plantations were
many and large, and towns few and very small. Just the
opposite of this is true of New England, where there were no
plantations, but many towns. Almost everybody lived in or
near a town. On the frontier and in remote places, it is true,
there were detached farms; but these were the exceptions.
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-

The church, the blockhouse, and the town house stood near
together in the center of the village. Around them were the
dwelling of the minister, the inn, the store, the
shops of the blacksmith, the shoemaker, and
all the other tradesmen, and about these _ ' N
in turn were the farmhouses, some near FESSCZA NS Somda >
and some far away. <

The towns that were on the frontier,
or so situated as to be open to Indian
attack (and few in early colonial days
were not), were always guarded by block-
houses surrounded by high stockades.
There might be three or more blockhouses
to each village, and to these at night the
families of the settlers whose homes were not thus protected Defenses
came to sleep. When daylight returned, if all was found to
be safe, the great gate was unbarred and the men and women
went back to their daily work, and at sunset returned to the
blockhouses.

To such little forts the name ¢ garrison houses ™ was given. carrison
Their thick sides of logs were bullet proof. The upper story bouses
projected over the lower, and in place of windows were loop-
holes. The walls of some were
of stone. Most of these block-
houses have long since disap-
peared, but a few, changed into
dwelling houses with windows,
still remain. Small towns of
twenty or thirty houses were
often entirely surrounded by a
stockade with wooden towers called ¢ flankers,” in which the
sentinels kept watch from sunset to sunrise.

A blockhouse

Pattens worn over shoes in wet
weather
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The houses of the first-comers were of logs. The builder
would begin by cutting down trees and chopping them into
. logs about fourteen feet long and
notching the end halfway through.
When enough had been cut he
would place four on the ground
in the shape of a square, taking
care to leave an open space in
one side for a doorway, and an-
= other at one end for a huge fire-
place. On top of these he would
put a second set of logs, and then
a third and a fourth, and so on till the walls were as high as
he wished them to be. For the roof he used log rafters, placed
saplings across them, and on the saplings laid marsh grass or
straw, or bark of trees like shingles, or shingles themselves if
he had time to make them. Between the wall logs of course
would be chinks or open spaces, because the tree trunks, being
of different shapes, would not everywhere touch each other.
These chinks were filled with chips covered with mud or clay.
Outside the great fireplace was the chimney, made either of
stones, or of branches of trees covered with clay on the inside
to keep them from taking fire.
Stoves and ranges were un-
known.

As the towns along the
seacoast grew in wealth and
population, better houses
were built, and some of these, two hundred and fifty and more
years old, are still standing in New England.

Quite as important to the first-comers as their houses, was
their food. We have seen the Jamestown colonists starving to

A log cabiu

Toaster
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" death in a land of plenty because they did not know how to get

things to eat. In New England matters were better

managed, thougﬁ the soil there was less fertile, and

the winters were colder. The Pilgrims landed in
midwinter, but when spring came, they took their
first lesson in New World farming from Squanto,
that good friend of the white man.

The lesson taught at Plymouth has never been Lessons
forgotten, and the New England boy or girl who ﬁﬁm’m
to-day sees a cornfield with the same number of
stalks in each hill, with bean vines clinging to the
stalks, and pumpkin vines winding in and out

. through the hills, beholds exactly the kind of corn
patch that Squanto showed the Pilgrims how to plant.

But Squanto did more than this. He taught them how to
dry and pound and cook the corn, and to prepare dishes which
we still call by the Indian names of succo-
tash and supawn. Having no mills in
which to grind corn, the settlers used the
Indian method of pounding. A tree would
be chosen and cut off three feet above the
ground ; a hole would be chopped or
burned into the top of the stump; and g
a heavy block of wood — the pestle — il
shaped to fit the hole, would be .. 10/ AN 105
suspended from a young tree near %fi
by. After putting his corn into the - ;«"é@: i
hole, the farmer, or more likely his LI
wife or daughter, would pull down e o
the pestle with a bang, and then relax the pull on it slightly,
when the tree would lift it up ready for another blow, and so
on till the corn was pounded into meal.

Iron lantern
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From the Indians
also came the pump-
kin, the squash, the
potato, and the sweet
potato.  To them
were of course added
such vegetables and
fruits as the settlers
knew in England.
From the Indians,
again, came the snow-
shoe, the moccasin, and the canoe, each of which has pléyed an
important part in the history of our country.

‘Household From the very start household articles were made in New
g2t England far more generally than in any of the other colonies.
We have seen how dependent Virginia was on the mother
country for things to use, to wear, and to work with indoors
and out. New England was not so much so. Furniture,
utensils, tools of many sorts,—such as
hay forks, rakes, oxbows, ox yokes, sleds,
flails, scythe handles, and ax handles, — were
made by the farmer and his sons. Not a
boy but put his jackknife to useful
purpose. He madeé brooms
after the Indian fashion from
) the birch tree; bowls and
Implements for lighting dippersa skimmers and bot-
(Zard-oil lamp, iron for pulling up the wick, tles, from gourds ; shoe pegs

and combined tinder bow and candlestick)
from maple wood ; butter pad-
AYankee dles from red cherry. He platted flags for door mats, and
Poy’s work whittled rake teeth, cheese hooks, and every toy he owned,
from a whistle to a water wheel. Such an education made

01d house (1650)
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a handy man, and a Yankee who was not
handy was of no account.

Almost everything was made of wood
in those days. Hinges for cupboard, closet,
and even shed doors; latches, plows and 7
harrows, spoons, tankards, and a hundred
other things now made of metal, were of -
wood. Many more which even in our time
are wooden but are purchased ¢ at the store ”
were then made at home : as pails, firkins,
buckets, tubs, bread troughs, wagon wheels.
A wheelwright in those days was a man
who made spinning wheels, not cart wheels.

On the women of the household fell very many duties. Women’s

They made the soap, molded or dipped ™°*
the candles, broke the flax and spun it,
wove and bleached the linen and made

it into clothes, They carded wool,

spun the yarn, dyed the cloth,

knit mittens and stockings, made
straw hats and baskets, and found
time to bring up families of
fifteen children.

Long after this period,
when the colonies were
well-to-do, a bright Yan- A Yankes
kee girl who kept a diary &'sdian
used to record her daily
work. From these entries
_ it appears that she washed,
cooked, knitted, weeded the garden, picked the feathers from
live geese for pillows and feather beds, and did a dozen things

McM. PR. H. —

Wooden tankard

.

Spinning flax
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no girl of our time thinks of doing. As put down day by day,
her entries read : “Spun short thread. Fix’d two gowns for
Welsh’s girls. Carded tow. Spun linen. Worked on cheese
basket. Hatchel’d flax with Hannah, we did 51 lbs. apiece.
Pleated and ironed. Read a sermon of Doddridge’s. Spooled
a piece. Milked the cows. Spun linen,did 50 knots. Made a
broom of Guinea wheat straw. Spun thread to whiten: Set
a red dye. Had two scholars from Mrs. Taylor’s. I carded
two pounds of whole wool and felt nationly [tired].
Spun bharness twine. Scoured the pewter.”?
Had 8 é;% jnhls industrious _young woman
lived / 5 in the early colonial times instead
4 of just at their close, there would
‘ probably have been no pewter for
Yoke for carrying | J
milk pails :

her to scour. There were of
course a few pewter dishes. Some
belonging to Miles Standish, the Captain of Plymouth, are
now to be seen at that town. But the mass of the early
settlers used wooden table ware. Forks, it is said, were
unknown in England till the year after Jamestown was
founded. The first in our country, we are told, came to Gov-
ernor John Winthrop of Massachusetts, twelve years after the
founding of Plymouth. People ate with their fingers or with
wooden spoons off wooden trenchers instead of plates. A
trencher was a block of wood three inches or so in thickness,
hollowed or scooped out on one side like a saucer.

Spoons were of wood, or pewter, or, for such as could afford
it, of silver. Glass tumblers were not in use, nor was it cus-
tomary to have a drinking cup for each person at the table.

1These extracts are given by Mrs. Alice Morse Earle in a delightful book
called ‘* Home Life in Colonial Days,” to which the author is much indebted.
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One large cup or tankard was enough, and each drank from it
in turn or when he pleased ; and it might be of wood, or
leather, or pewter.

Could we have entered the house of a well-to-do settler A settter’s
at dinner time, we should probably have seen a long, narrow &neertable
board laid across X supports. This was the table or * board,”
which was “spread.” The. spreading consisted of the cloth 3

Colonial kitchen fireplace

a large saltcellar in the middle of the board; the wooden
trenchers (not always one for each, but often one for two
members of the family); wooden or pewter spoons, and knives,
but no forks, no china, no glass ; a huge pewter platter heaped
with meat and vegetables mixed together, and a wooden or
pewter tankard for water.

To the board thus simply spread children were scarcely wel- chilren
come. In many families they were not allowed to sit during ¢
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meals, but must stand either beside the table or at a sideboard ;
must eat their meals as quickly as possible and leave the room.
Change in As prosperity came to the colonies, many of these customs
cistoms  and much of this simplicity disappeared; but they were by no
means wholly gone when our country became the United States.

SUMMARY

1. In New England the people lived in towns, and not on large plantations.

2. Each New England frontier town was either surrounded by a stockade,
or was provided with garrison houses, for the Indians were more war-
like than in Virginia. i

8. Because the winters in New England were colder and the soil less fertile
than in the South, the houses, the occupations, and the whole manner
of life were very different in the two sections.

——eot0g0e—

CHAPTER VIII

THE MIDDLE COLONIES

At the very time that Champlain was getting
ready to go with the Canadian Indians to fight
the Iroquois of New York, and while the Eng-
lish at Jamestown were struggling with famine
and sickness in Virginia, an Englishman named
Henry Hudson appeared off the coast of Maine.
He came in a Dutch ship, the Half-Moon, from the

Netherlands or Holland, in search of a northwest
passage through or around America to the Indies.

Dutck merchant Ot finding one, Hudson sailed southward and

came presently to the entrance to Delaware Bay
Hudson’s (map, page 77), up which he went a little way ; but soon turned
Y72 about, and coasting along the New Jersey shore, went into




THE MIDDLE COLONIES 73

New York Bay and sailed far up a great
river that came down from
the north (1609). il 1')
The beauty of the scen- I‘M\IIEJM
ery, the magnificence of the ) i
Palisades, the mountains, /
and the lofty hills impressed
Hudson so strongly that he
named the stream River of
the Mountains, though we — ==z
now call it Hudson River. — =
But the chance for a trade .=
in furs was likewise noticed,
and when Hudson made his report after returning to Hol-
land, merchants of Amsterdam sent ships to exchange beads,
knives, and red cotton cloth for skins of the beaver and
the otter. A few years later, the Dutch West India Com-
pany was formed, and then serious efforts were made to settle
the country.
Fort Nassau, which had been built south of Albany,
was moved to the site of Albany and called
Fort Orange. Another Fort Nassau was built
on the Delaware River, where Gloucester,
.+ N.J.,is now, and a third fort, Good Hope,
" on the banks of the Connecticut where Hart-
| ford is. Manhattan Island (now a part of
‘ 'z New York city) was next bought from the
* Indians for a few dollars’ worth of goods,
g ~ and Fort Amsterdam, a blockhouse with a
high stockade backed with earth, was erected
on the south end of it. Outside the fort was
Dutch soldier - a row of log huts.

The Dutch
fur trade

Dutch forts
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Early view of New Amsterdam
(From an old print)

As yet but few people came to settle and farm ; almost all
the inhabitants were traders who intended to go back to Hol-
land as soon as they had made some money in the fur trade.
The West India Company therefore offered a great induce-
ment to settlers. Any man who within four years established
a colony of fifty persons was to receive an immense tract of
land. -

The owner of such a tract was called a patroon, and in a
little while a number of patroons were settled along the Hud-
son River and on the Delaware. The Delaware settlements
were short-lived, for the Indians drove the Dutch away. But
those on the Hudson throve, and soon others were made on
Long Island and on the banks of the Connecticut River.

Thus it came about that New Netherland, as the Dutch
called their American possessions, extended from the Delaware
to the Connecticut River, and included most of Long Island
and the valley of the Hudson River.

After a time, some of the officers of the Dutch West India
Company, disgusted at the way its affairs were managed,
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formed the South Company and went to Sweden for settlers.
They sent out a colony of Swedes, founded a town on the
Delaware, on the site of Wllmlngton, and called the country
New Sweden.

This alarmed the Dutch. They were afraid the Swedes
were going to have the country, so they built a fort on the
Delaware River just above the Swedish fort. Thereupon the
Swedes went higher up the river and built another fort, near
the present city of Philadelphia. Not content with this, they
next attempted to make things so uncomfortable for the Dutch
that they would leave.

But the governor of New Netherland, Peter Stuyvesant,
a fiery, energetic man, came over from New Amsterdam with
a band of soldiers, :
took possession of all
the Swedish land, that
is, a strip west of
Delaware River and
Bay, and added it to
New Netherland.

Stuyvesant also
had trouble with the
English in New Eng-
land; but here he
thought it best not
to use soldiers, and
at last the English settlers crowded the Dutch out of the
Connecticut valley.

The presence of the Dutch on the Hudson, the Delaware,
and Long Island was dangerous to the English. It would
never do to have New England cut off from Virginia and the
country south of it by the Dutch colony of New Netherland.

0ld Swedes’ church, Wilmington

Swedish
settlers

Trouble with
the English
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So King Charles 1I. of England raised the old claim to the
whole Atlantic coast, and gave New Netherland to his brother
the Duke of York (who afterward became King James II.).

Stuyvesant’s pear tree, New York
(From an old print)

A fleet was next sent to en-
force this claim, and one fine
day the English ships dropped
anchor off the little Dutch
town of New Amsterdam.

The Englishman in com-
mand of the fleet promptly
sent a letter to Governor
Stuyvesant, asking him to
surrender the town. Stuy-
vesant was for fighting. «I
would rather be carried out
dead,” said he, ¢than give up
the fort.” But nobody would
help him. The people saw
that it would be useless to
resist, the Dutch flag on Fort
Amsterdam came down, the
English flag went up, and
New Netherland became the
property of the Duke of
York (1664).

Because of this high-

handed act, a war followed between Holland and England.
When it was over, England gave some islands in the East

Indian seas to Holland, and kept New Netherland.

New

Amsterdam now became New York, and Fort Orange was
named Albany. A few years later England and Holland were
again at war, and one August morning a fleet of Dutch ships
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anchored off the city of New York, six hundred Dutch soldiers

came ashore, and the province was once more under Dutch rule.

Before a year had passed, however, peace was made, and the

province a second time became English.
The province of New York, as it was called, at first New York

included Delaware, New Jersey, Long Island, Nantucket,
Marthas Vineyard, and all the country from the Connecticut
boundary to the sources of the Hudson, the Mohawk, and the

Delaware rivers.

The same year in
which the Dutechmade
their first surrender
to England, the Duke
of York gave a great
piece of his province
to two of his friends,
Lord Berkeley and
Sir George Carteret.
It was called New
Jersey because Car-
teret had been gov-
ernor of the island of
Jersey in the English
Channel. New Jer-
sey was next divided
into two parts, called
East Jersey and West
Jersey, which were

bought by two com- .

panies of Friends or

Quakers.  Afterwards the Jerseys were united again, and

7
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formed one royal province or colony controlled by the King.

New Jersey
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One of the members of the company of Friends that pur-
chased East Jersey was William Penn, who became so deeply

R, 2 colony of his own.

Wooden plow

interested in America that he made up his mind to plant

Penn was the son of an English
admiral who had served his coun-
try well and had been a true
friend to the King in time of
need. Moreover, a great sum of
money, due by the King to Penn’s

father at the time of his death, was still unpaid. When, there-
fore, Penn proposed to take as payment of the debt a tract of
wilderness on the Delaware, King Charles II. very willingly
consented, gave him the land, and named it Pennsylvania, or

Penn’s Woodland, in honor of the admiral. For this, Penn

was to pay to the King of England two beaver skins each year.
This tribute was duly paid by the Penn family for ninety-nine

years, or until about the time that

the colony of Pennsylvania became

an independent state, when the
United States became free from
Great Britain.

The Friends taught that all
men should live peaceably; that
there should be no armies, no
wars, no lawsuits. Such a people,
it would seem, might have been
allowed to go about their business
unmolested. But they were not.
In England they were imprisoned,
flogged, even put to death. One

of Penn’s purposes, therefore, was to do for the Friends in
Pennsylvania what the Puritans had done for themselves in
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New England ; that is, found
a colony where they could
live and worship as they
pleased. But he did more;
he opened his colony to
men of every religion and
every nation.

If you look on the
map, you will notice that
Pennsylvania has no sea-
coast. Penn, therefore,
bought from the Duke of .
York what is now Dela-
ware state, and added it
to Pennsylvania.

As soon as Penn re-
ceived his land, three ships with colonists set sail. One was
driven by storms into the West Indies. A The others reached
the Delaware and anchored off the little Swedish town of
Upland, or Chester, as it is now called, and were there locked
in the ice. The Swedes did all they could for the comfort of
the newcomers ; but many, unable.to get other shelter, dug
caves in the ground or built earth huts, and there Penn found
them when he came over in the follow-
ing autumn.

Though Penn was absolute owner of
the soil, he believed the Indians had some
rights, and soon after arriving in Penn-
sylvania he sent for the neighboring
chiefs. They met him on the banks of
the Delaware, under a huge elm, bargained for the sale of a
great tract of land, smoked the pipe of peace, and made a

renn’'s nouse
(Now standing in Fairmount Park, Philadelphia)

Straw bee hive

Penn and
the Indians
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Penn wampum belt

treaty that was never broken. The two parties then exchanged
presents. That from the Indians was a wampum belt on which
are the figures of an Indian and a white man hand in hand.
Philadelphia L hree agents sent with the colonists had meanwhile chosen
' the site for a great town which Penn called Philadelphia, and
to this spot twenty-three ships filled with settlers came during
the following summer.
Welsh For nearly twenty years most of the people who came to
settlers Philadelphia were Welsh. Penn gave these people a great
tract of country west of the Schuylkill River. This was called
the Welsh Barony, but is
now known as the Welsh
Tract. It may be found on
a large map of Pennsylvania
by the Welsh names of the
towns.l  After 1700, very
few Welsh people came to
Pennsylvania; but each
year brought more and more
English, German, and
Scotch-Irish settlers.

An old Germantown house 5
(Chow House) Emigrants from Hol-

land and Germany came
over almost as soon as Penn himself and planted Germantown,
then on the outskirts but now within the city of Philadelphia.

1Such as Bryn Mawr, Radnor, Merion, Narberth, Gladwyne.
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The great German immigration, however, did not begin till
some years later. Queen Anne was then on the British throne,
and the rulers of Great Britain, thinking it was not wise to
allow so many Englishmen to go to the colonies, began to look
abroad for immigrants. In a certain part of Germany known
as the Palatinate, the people, oppressed by war and poverty,
were at that time most unhappy, and to them the British
rulers turned. Books were written telling all about
America and distributed among them. On the covers
of each book were a picture of Queen Anne and some
gold letters, which gave it the name of the Golden Book.
The effect of these books was so great that in two
years thirty thousand Germans crossed to England.
They were sheltered in tents on the fields near London
and taken as quickly as possible, some to Ireland, but
most to Pennsylvania, New York, and the Carolinas.
Thus started, a regular trade in emigrants grew up,
and became so profitable that the custom arose of
sending men to Germany to urge and persuade peo-
ple to emigrate. All sorts of wicked lies were told
the peasants, and if they could not afford to pay

German
settlers

their passage they were induced to go as redemp- warming pan

tioners.

About seventy-five years before Penn founded his colony,
a great number of Scotchmen went from Scotland to Ireland.
They were encouraged to go and live on land taken from Irish-
men who had rebelled against Queen Elizabeth and James I.
A little later, when England was ruled by Oliver Cromwell,
more Irish land was seized and still other Scotchmen and some
Englishmen were induced to go over to Ireland and live there.
The descendants of these people were the Scotch-Irish, and about
twenty years after Pennsylvania was founded they began tc

The
Scotch-Irish
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Scotch-Irish come to the colonies in America. Some went to Maryland,
settles  others to Virginia, others to New Hampshire. Indeed, they
were to be found scattered along the
whole frontier from New Hampshire to
Georgia.

But Pennsylvania was the favor-
ite colony of the Scotch-Irish, and
to it they came in far greater num-
bers than to any other. Once there,
they were brought in contact with
—ate ) — the Germans, and the meeting was

~— = - anything but peaceful. So serious did

Aleomieheller their quarrels become, that the agent

of Penn was told to keep the two races

separate, and the Scotch-Irish were sent to live along the
Maryland border and on the western frontier.

SUMMARY

1. Henry Hudson, an Englishman in the service of the Dutch, entered New
. York Bay and sailed up the river that now bears his name (1609).

2. The Dutch sent traders to the Hudson valley, made large grants of land
to men who would bring out settlers, claimed the country from the
Delaware to the Connecticut River, and called it New Netherland.

3. Some Swedes settled on the Delaware River and called their country New
Sweden, but New Sweden was soon taken by the Dutch. =

4. Then the English took New Netherland from the Dutch. It was given
to the Duke of York, who named it New York.

5. The Duke gave a piece of it to two friends, who established the colony
of New Jersey.

6. William Penn obtained from the English King a grant of land and
founded Pennsylvania. He also bought some land at the mouth of the
Delaware River, which is now the state of Delaware.

7. The liberal policy of Penn attracted many Welsh, German, and Scotch-
Irish settlers, as well as English, to Pennsylvania.
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CHAPTER IX
THE SOUTHERN COLONIES

For a long time Maryland and Virginia were the only
southern colonies. But some thirty years after the gift of
Maryland to Lord Baltimore, King Charles II. made a new
colony south of Virginia, which he called Carolina and gave
to eight of his friends (1663).

Emigrants from Virginia had already settled on Albemarle pany
Sound. Others, from Barbados Island in the West Indies, fgtg:;f:f;;‘
came to Cape Fear
River about the time
King Charles made
the grant; and to
these two settlements
the proprietors soon
added a third, at
Charleston. But as
time passed Charles-
ton grew and throve,
and the Cape Fear
settlement dwindled
till it completely dis-
appeared, and there

BCALE OF MILES

were left but two set- : B 4

tlements : the one on
Albemarle Sound,and
the other lying about Charleston. Besides the English settlers,
there came also, in time, Huguenots from France, Swiss, Ger-
mans, and Scotch Highlanders.

Between the Albemarle and Charleston settlements was a

The Carolinas and Georgia
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vast stretch of wilderness; neither colony cared about the
other; they had been founded by two very different sorts of
people, and soon began to be spoken of as North

Carolina and South Carolina. But it was many
years before Carolina was actually so divided into
two distinct provinees. Wi

The two were very unlike. In North Caro-
lina the people lived on small plantations, where
corn and tobacco were raised by a few slaves.
In South Carolina the white population was not
so numerous as in North Carolina, but was much
richer, and owned immense plantations, where
great gangs of slaves raised indigo and rice.
- Then, too, the wealthy planters lived chiefly
in Charleston, carried on a brisk trade ‘with
Europe, and sent their sons to England to be
educated.

In one other respect
unlike their sister colo-
ward.  During some years
fested by pirates. About the gy
English were settling at James-
Massachusetts, there appeared in the
islands of the West Indies a graceless U
rovers called buccaneers,or Brethren of the R
they called themselves. From their island
holds they sallied forth to make attacks on the \ coasts
of the West Indies and even of South America, W\ burn-
ing and plundering towns and doing all manner of hor- \ rid
acts, and capturing the merchant ships of all nations. \

When these things had gone on for half a century
and more, England and Spain thought it was time to Rice

the Carolinas were
. nies tothe north-
\ they were in-

town and in
\ waters and
L\ set of sea
\ Coast, as
\ \ Strong-
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put a stop to buccaneering; and about the time Charleston

was founded a treaty was made for that purpose. It was called

the Treaty of America. But to put down these desperate free- Tne pirates
booters was not easy, and when settlements sprang up on the 1n Chiiomy
Carolina coast the pirates found it easy to,
win over the people to their side. They
brought goods and articles of all sorts that
the settlers could not get in any other g
way; were liberal with their gold, and
paid good prices for the rice, tobacco,
and other things they wanted. More-
over, the people and the rulers were
afraid of them. Men who thought
nothing of tossing the crew of a cap-
tured vessel into the sea, who were
known to have cut off the heads of pris-
oners for mere sport, and had taken and
plundered towns better defended and
many times larger than Charleston, were
not to be trifled with.

As a result, Charleston became a
favorite haunt of the pirates, and weuld
have continued to be so had they not
begun to plunder the ships that came to South Carolina for
rice. Then the planters realized that if this plundering went soutn
on, the ships would keep away; that if vessels did not come, s:;:}?;mtes
their rice could not be sent to Europe ; and that if it did not
get to Portugal and Holland, they might better not raise it at
all. Now, as rice was the chief crop of South Carolina, the
pirates were thenceforth looked on as enemies, and every year
numbers of them were to be seen swinging in chains from the

gallows in Charleston.
McM. PR, H, —6

Indigo plant



86 THE SOUTHERN COLONIES

Driven from South Carolina, the buccaneers found refuge
in the island of New Providence, one of the Bahamas, and in
the sounds and rivers of North Carolina, where the people
were still glad to see them. But when a British fleet drove
the pirates from New Providence, they returned to South
Carolina, not as friends, but as enemies. One of them was a
wretch whose name was
Robert Thatch, but who was
generally known as Black-
beard. He was the very ideal
of a pirate chief. His brow
was low, his eyes were small,
his huge shaggy beard, black
as coal, came far down on his
breast, and over his shoulder
hung three braces of pistols.
He had been the terror of
the coast for years before he
appeared one day off the port
of Charleston with a fine frig-
ate of forty guns and three
sloops well armed and manned
by four hundred desperadoes.

Despite his presence in
the neighborhood, a number
of ships set sail from Charles-
ton in hopes that he might

not catch them. But all were taken, and in one were several

citizens of importance. These made a rich prize, and before
Levies tribute giving them up, Blackbeard forced the governor of South Caro-
on Charleston Jina to send him a full supply of such medicines and provisions

as he stood in need of. Then he went off to North Carolina.

The pirate
Blackbeard

Blackbeard
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The affair with Blackbeard seems to have made
the governor vigilant, and later in the same summer,
hearing of another pirate on the coast, he sent two |
armed ships in pursuit. The newcomer was none L Bonnet
other than the famous Stede Bonnet. He was 2 j
found at the mouth of Cape Fear River, where a
fight began, in the course of which all the ships went
aground. The first to float was one of the govern-
or’s ships, and just as her captain was preparing v i
for a hand-to-hand fight, the pirate surrendered,
and with all his erew was hanged in chains.

Just about the time that piracy disappeared
from our southern coast, the last of the thirteen
colonies was created by King
George II. It was then the cus- Engs
tom in Great Britain to imprison §o
men and women for debt
and to keep them in jail
till they died, even though
the sum of money they owed
was but a few pennies. Now
it-so happened that James
Oglethorpe, a gallant sol-
F==z. dier and officer of dis-
tinction, having lost a friend
in the debtor’s prison at
__ London, gave his attention
¥ =2 4o the jails and the suf-

fering of the prisoners.
Oglethorpe was so
horrified at what he saw
Coloialichina cloast that he made up his mind

Adjustable candlestick
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The thirteenth to help these unfortunate people, and persuaded
colony s
olanned \, the government to set them free provided they

settled in America. He might have taken
them to one of the thinly inhabited old colo-.
L.~ nies, but he thought it best to make a new
[ colony, and it so happened that just at that
time a new one was much needed. Great
Britain claimed our coast as far south as the
St. Johns River in Florida ; but the strip be-
. tween the Savannah and the St. Johns was
wholly uninhabited by white men and was in dan-
ger of being occupied by the Spaniards, who still
held St. Augustine.

Oglethorpe, as an old soldier, saw the need of
keeping the Spaniards out, :
Creek Indian  4nd  decided to plant his
colony south of the Carolinas, and make
it serve three purposes. First, it would
be a home for distressed debtors, and
give them a chance to begin life anew.
Second, it would be a shield or buffer
for South Carolina against the Spaniards.
Third, it would open a fur trade with

the Creek Indians.
Georgia Some rich men were next interested
settled i the plan, a company was formed, the
King granted the country between the
Savannah and the Altamaha rivers, and
Oglethorpe with a band of settlers sailed
across the Atlantic to Georgia, as he
called the new colony, and founded the
city of Savannah. People from New Colonial mirror
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England, Germans, and Scotch Highlanders soon followed, and
to Savannah, in the course of a few years, were added three
other settlements, and Augusta, a little fortified post in the
heart of the Indian country. There the English came in con-
tact with French traders who had wandered all the way from
Canada in search of furs.

Both in Georgia and the Carolinas the attempt of associ-
ations of men to manage colonies did not succeed. The pro-

prietors of Carolina sold their province back to the King a few

years before Georgia was founded, and finally Georgia also was
returned to him. Thus all the colonies south of Maryland
were royal provinces.

SUMMARY

1. For a long time there were no colonies south of Virginia, when King
Charles II gave a tract of land called Carolina to eighf of his friends.

2. These proprietors or owners founded Charleston.

3. At first North Carolina (where some Virginians had settled) was not cut
off from South Carolina; but in time the great province of Carolina
was divided into two.

4. During their early years these colonies were infested by pirates.

5. About the time the pirates were driven off, James Oglethorpe obtained a
grant of land from King George and founded a colony called Georgia.

e 0L VO

CHAPTER X
SHALL FRANCE OR ENGLAND RULE IN AMERICA?

THIRTEEN colonies had now been planted along the Atlantic
coast by the English or had come under English control.
These were the four New England Colonies of New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut; the four Mid-
dle Colonies of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and

Change in
government

The thirteen
colonies
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Delaware ; and the five Southern Colonies of Maryland, Vir-

ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. They

were settled mostly by Englishmen, but

g also by Duteh, Swedes, Germans, Welsh,
" Scotch-Irish, and French Huguenots.

We have seen that some of these colo-
nies were owned by the King, as the Carolinas ; others by pro
prietors — Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. We have
seen the reasons why people came to this country ; as, a desire
to worship God as they pleased, or a desire for trade, or a hope
of bettering their worldly condition. We have seen, also, some
of the hardships and dangers that the early settlers met.

We must now notice a few of the famous events in colonial
history, and learn something about a few famous men. We shall
see that Indian wars and the dangers and hardships of frontier
life were not the only things that troubled the New England
people. Rulers who should have been their best friends were
little better than enemies, and one such ruler was King Charles
II. As we have seen (page 63), he took away New Hampshire
from Massachusetts and made it a separate royal colony. He
next demanded that :

Maine, which Massa-
chusetts bought from |SE=g
the heir of Gorges, gl

should also be given up to him. He was willing to buy it, but
the people of Massachusetts would not sell. Thereupon for
this and other reasons he took away their charter.

To understand what this charter was, we must remember

Flintlock pistol

1. That all the land in America claimed by the English was
supposed to belong at first to the King to do with as he
pleased.
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2. That it had pleased the King to give the soil of Massachu-
setts to the Massachusetts Bay Company, and also to give
this company, or the settlers, the right to
govern themselves.

3. That the boundaries of the land he gave,
and the rights the people should have,
were written down on a piece of
parchment and signed by the King.

Now, this written and signed
parchment was the charter, and
when the King took away the /
charter, he claimed that the peo-
ple had lost the right to govern
themselves, and that he was free
to rule them as he pleased.

King Charles II. was a tyrant, and was beginning to govern Govemor
harshly when he died. His brother James (the owner of New 4%
York) then became king and demanded the charters of Rhode
Island and Connecticut. Rhode Island gave up her charter; °
but Connecticut did not, and when Sir Edmund Andros, the
royal governor of New England, came to Hartford and de-
manded the parchment, an amusing thing happened. The
rulers of Connecticut were determined that he should not have
it, and kept up the discussion with Andros till it was dark and
the candles had been lighted. Then, upon a sudden, the
candles were put out, and when they were lighted again, the
charter, which had been lying on the table, was gone. Captain The Charter
Wadsworth had carried it off, and, it is said, hid it in the **
hollow of an’ oak tree, known ever after as the Charter Oak.

The tree blew down many years ago, and the spot is now
marked by a monument.

Indian tomahawks
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Though Andros did not get the charter, he ruled Connecti-
cut as he pleased, and the King soon placed the whole country
from New Jersey to Maine under his control.

Charters But James did not remain king long. The people of
restored Fngland drove him from the throne, and made his nephew
William and his daughter Mary king and queen (1689).
Then Connecticut and Rhode Island again governed them-
selves under their old charters, and Massachusetts was given

a new one. , :

King James went to France, and the French King made war
William's . .
Warbegun ©0 England.  In our country this war was called King

William’s War, and was soon followed by other wars between
the French and the English. Thus in this country there was
fighting for nearly forty years to decide whether the French,
who owned Canada and the valley of the Mississippi, or the
English, who held the Atlantic seacoast, should rule over
Anmerica.
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The fighting began a year before William became king
with some attacks by the English on the Indians in Maine.
The Indians of course attacked the English settlements in
return, and even had William never been king there would
surely have been a great war with them and their French
frignds. But just then France and England went to war over
the exiled King James, and the conflict in America began in
earnest.

If you will take a map of our country and draw a line from
Penobscot Bay, in Maine, to Albany, in New York, you will
have the New England frontier at this time. Now, if you
notice where the rivers of this region rise and in what direction
they flow, you will see how easy it was for the French and
Indians to follow down these river valleys from Canada to
attack the English frontier towns and settlements. One of
these was Dover in New Hampshire, then on the very edge
of the frontier. Like most such settlements, it was an open
village guarded by blockhouses, to which the people were to
come in times of danger.

At these blockhouses some squaws appeared
one evening in January, 1689, asked leave to
stay all night, and were admitted. DBut in the
dead of night, when all was still, they rose
quietly, undid the bars, opened thé doors, and
gave a loud whistle. Instantly a band of war-
riors that had crept into the village sprang up,
rushed into the houses, and began a horrible
massacre. Then, after plundering and burning
the houses, they marched twenty-nine captives off
to Canada and sold them to the French as
slaves. This was in return for the English =
custom of selling Indian prisoners into slavery. A squaw

The New
England
frontier

Massacre at
Dover
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Among the prisoners was a little girl named Sarah Gerrish,
seven years old. Once started on their homeward journey, the
Indians, as was their custom, first divided their prisoners, and
then split up into separate bands. The band to which little
Sarah belonged took her to their village, where her owner sold
her to another Indian, who went off with her to Canada. ,On
the way she suffered much from cold and hunger. At Quebec
the wife of a French officer, moved by pity, bought her and
placed her in a convent. ,

What happened at Dover was repeated at several other
places by Indian war parties sent by the governor of Canada.
The colonists then struck back by sending soldiers and a fleet
of ships from Boston to take Quebec. They failed, but the
commander of the fleet rescued little Sarah Gerrish by giving
a French prisoner in exchange. N

In this way the war went on for eight years. Town after
town was laid waste; men, women, and children were slain,
tortured, or carried into captivity. One day in the early spring
of 1697, as a farmer named Thomas Dustan was riding from his
home in Haverhill to his farm, he saw Indians in the distance.
At his home, a mile from the nearest garrison house, were his
wife Hannah Dustan, a nurse Mary Neff, and eight children.
Turning about, he had just time to gallop home and bid the
children run for the blockhouse, when the Indians were upon
him. Keeping the enemy at bay with his gun till the children
had gone some distance, Mr. Dustan then rode after them,
turned about, and again kept back the pursuers while his little
family trotted bravely on, and repeated these tactics till all
were safe in the garrison house.

The Indians burned the farmhouses, and, leaving many
murdered settlers lying in the smoking ruins of their homes,
plunged into the woods with thirteen captives. Mrs. Dustan
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and Mary Neff were among them, and fell to the lot of an Hamnan
Indian family of two braves, three women, seven children, P
and an English lad, Samuel Leonardson, who for a year and
a half had been a prisoner in their hands. The presence of
this boy made escape seem possible, and Mrs. Dustan deter-
mined to make the attempt.

The next night, accordingly, when the Indians were sleep-
ing, the two white women and Leonardson rose, hatchet in hand,
and in a few minutes’ time killed all save one old squaw and
one boy. Gathering up the guns and tomahawks, they next
destroyed all the canoes except one, in which they paddled
down the Merrimac River to Haverhill.
The story of their adventures spread
through all the colonies and every-
where the people praised them. = : = :

The peace which ended King e T e
William’s War lasted but a little - .
while. The French and the
English were soon fighting
once more, and, as Queen Anne
was then on the throne, the
colonists called the long strug-
gle of twelve years Queen J i b HER
Anne’s War. i Pl M TS

Again the French and Indl- :
ans swept along the New Eng-
land frontier year after year,
burning, torturing, massacring.
Haverhill was again laid waste;
Deerfield in the Connecticut valley
was burned, and, many of its inhabitants were killed or car-
ried into captivity.

{9

Monument to Mrs. Dustan
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Deerfiela  As Deerfield lay in the valley of a great river which rose
near Canada and offered an easy highway for hostile bands of
French and Indians, most of the
forty houses of Deerfield had
been surrounded with a high
stockade. But long freedom
from attack had made the in-
: habitants careless. The stock-
1 - ade had fallen somewhat into
/ decay, and, as the winter of
1704 was very severe, the
settlers believed they were
quite safe. They had allowed
the snow to pile up in great
drifts against the stockade,
and kept no watch at night. DBut cold and bitter as the
winter was, it did not prevent a band of Indians and Cana-
dians from marching down the valley to destroy Deerfield.
On arriving at the town and finding no watch, a few Indians
in the dead of night climbed one of the snowdrifts, dropped
inside the stockade, undid the bars of the gate, and let in their
companions, who rushed in, screeching and whooping like so

many fiends, and began the work of slaughter.
The captives The horrors of that fearful night and the sufferings of the
long march to Canada have been told by one of the captives,
John Williams, in a very famous book, “The Redeemed Cap-
tive Returning to Zion” ; and in a museum at Deerfield is still
kept a door, through which the Indians chopped a hole in order
to shoot the people in the house. Only two houses were left
standing ; the rest were burned, and in or around them lay the
bodies of nine and forty settlers. A hundred others were car-
ried off as prisoners. In time sixty were exchanged, and among

Old ‘‘Indian house,” Deerfield
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them Mr. Williams. But strangely enough, his ten-year-old
daughter was adopted by one of the tribes, lived with it, married
an Indian, and refused to return to her own people.

Success, however, was not wholly with the French. The english take
English attacked the eastern coast of Maine (then held by the Acdi2
French), and before the war ended, captured the Acadian town
of Port Royal, which they named Annapolis, and still hold.

When peace came, the French gave up Acadia, or most of a perioaof
what is now Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Deserted by P4
their allies, the Indians made
peace and signed a treaty
binding them never again to
harm the settlers.

A long peace of thirty
years now followed for
France and Great DBritain,
but not for the New England
frontier. The war over,
great numbers of settlers
moved eastward to rebuild
the desolated towns of Maine,
and to make new settlements
upon the rivers. The arrival
of these settlers, building
forts, blockhouses, and homes
on land the Indians claimed
as their own, made new trou-
ble, and again and again Door of old ‘‘Indian house”
brought on “bordes. was 10 {(Now in the Deerfield Museum)
Maine. But for the country in general there was peace, and
France turned it to good use. It was clear she could not con-
quer the colonies. She must therefore confine them to the
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.coast, else in time they would surely cross the mountains into

the Mississippi valley.
Growth of We left the story of the French in our country, you will
New Orleans 1omember, after learning that La Salle had explored the Mis-

sissippi to its mouth, and that the French had occupied Mobile

Bay, and started New Orleans.

The site of New Orleans was chosen by Bienville, one of

those great French explorers, soldiers, and frontiersmen who
did so much to spread French rule in America. The spot
when he first saw it was a piece of low land on the banks
of the Mississippi River, covered with eypress swamp and
liable every year to be flooded with the waters of the
great river. But Bienville felt that a city must be
built on the river somewhere near its mouth, and as no
other site was more favorable he selected this, sur-
rounded it with a high, strong bank of earth to keep
out the waters, and with a strange band of French
criminals and workmen and a few merchants from
Canada, made a clearing, put up a few cabins, and
named the place New Orleans.

Unpromising as was its start, the place grew, and
by the end of ten years some sixteen hundred people
were within its mud walls. With a few exceptions
they were men — soldiers, trappers, galley slaves, or
redemptioners. Very few women as yet found a

home in the town. The French King therefore determined
to do for New Orleans what the Virginia Company did a
hundred years before for Jamestown, and sent over a ship
loaded with sixty young women to become the wives of the
better sort of the population. They were in the charge of
casket gi's nuns and had each received from the King a little trunk full
of clothing. Later other shiploads of maidens came, and the

French soldier
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girls with trunks were long known by the proud name of

« casket girls.”

While these things were happening at New Orleans, the
French were equally busy up the val-
ley of the Mississippi, planting &
towns, and building, on the
high bluffs and along -the
shores of the Great Lakes, a
line of forts which in time ex-
tended from Mobile and New
Orleans to Montreal and Que-
bec. The purpose of this chain
of forts was to shut the British
out of the Mississippi valley and all approaches to it. But the
French were also determined to recapture Annapolis and Nova
Scotia if they could, and as a step toward this they built the
fortress and town of Louisburg on a fine harbor on the south-
east coast of the island of Cape Breton. The fortress was very
large and was so strong that the French believed it could never
be captured.

It took twenty-five years to build the fortress Louisburg,
and soon after it was finished, France declared war on Great
Britain (1744). There was fighting both in Europe and in
America; but the war on this side of the ocean was called by
the colonists King George’s War, because George II. was then
King of Great Britain. The struggle dragged on during four
years, and in the course of it Louisburg, which the French
boasted could be defended by women, was besieged and cap-
tured by New England militiamen. But their toil and blood-
shed was all wasted, for on the return of peace Great Britain
gave Louisburg back to France, and affairs in America were
left much the same as before.

The chain
of forts

Sally port, old French fort, Annapolis

King George’s
War

Louisburg
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CHAPTER XI

SHALL FRANCE OR ENGLAND RULE IN AMERICA ? (Continued)

The French
claim the
Ohio valley

WirH their flag once more waving over Louisburg, and ne

territory in the New World lost, the French again made ready

to keep the British out of the Mississippi valley. As the Brit-

—_—

SCALE OF MILES
50

The upper Ohio valley

s

ish were planning to settle
the Ohio valley, the governor
of Canada sent a band of sol-
diers to take formal posses-
sion of that region. Starting
from a place near Montreal,
the party in twenty - three
birch canoces paddled up the
St. Lawrence, crossed Lake
Ontario to the Niagara River,
carried their canoes on their

.backs around Niagara Falls,

and paddled some distance
along the southeastern shore
of Lake Erie. At the mouth
of a small creek the party
left Lake Erie, moved their

food, canoes, and baggage across to Chautauqua Lake, and
paddled down the lake and its outlet to the Allegheny and so
to the Ohio.
Once on the Allegheny, the work of taking possession began.
As the party floated along it would stop at the mouths of big
streams to nail a tin plate to a tree and bury a lead plate in

the earth at its roots.

On the plates fastened to trees were the

arms of France ; on those hidden in the ground were inscrip-
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tions stating that the King of Theleaa
France owned the Ohio River and P2t
its branches, and all the land that
shed water into them.
The French arms were probably
soon pulled down from the trees;
but two of the buried plates have
since been found. One day, about
fifty years afterward, while some
boys were swimming in the Ohio,
they saw a great plate of lead stick-
ing out from the bank of the river.
What it was they did not know;
but it was made of lead, and taking
it home they melted half of it to
make bullets. The other half is
now carefully preserved, and is
shown in this picture. Another of
Half of one of the lead plates  the lead plates, unearthed by a
freshet, was likewise found by a boy who was playing on the
river bank.
But the French knew very well that something more than French forts
burying plates was needed to keep out the British, so they
began to build log forts. One was put up
where the city of Erie now stands, and two =
others on the upper waters of the _  ~ z#
Allegheny River. _ s
When the governor of Vir- -~
ginia heard of this, he was
greatly alarmed, because Vir-
ginia claimed to own the Alle- G

gheny valley. He decided to Fort Le Beeuf, in the Allegheny valley
MM, PR, H. — T
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command the French to leave, and finally chose as his messen-
ger a young Virginian, George Washington. =

This man, whom we know as the most honored of Americans,
was born on February 22, 1782, in Virginia. He was a big,
strong, active boy, fond of outdoor life, afraid of nothing, and
much given to doing whatever he had to do in the best way he
knew how. For a while he thought of going to sea, in the
hope that he might some day become the captain of a trading
vessel. But the idea was not carried out, and Washington
fitted himself to be a land surveyor.

Now there lived in Virginia at that time an English noble-
man named Lord
Fairfax, who owned
a vast estate on what
was then the ‘fron-
tier. Attracted by
the manly qualities
of the young sur-
veyor, Lord Fairfax
employed him to
survey his lands,and
at sixteen years of age Washington plunged into the wilderness
and began his work.

So well did he do it that Lord Fairfax procured for him the
place of public surveyor and the rank of major in the militia,
and started him on his career. But he was soon called to pub-
lic service of a greater sort. When it was known that the
French were in the Allegheny valley, Governor Dinwiddie of
Virginia sent a messenger to warn them to depart. But the
messenger was not equal to the task. He was afraid, and, when
one hundred and fifty miles away from the French forts, turned
back. Plainly a brave man was needed, and, on looking about

Greenway Court, home of Lord Fairfax
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for one, thé governor was advised by Lord Fairfax to choose
Washington. The advice was taken, and Washington was
chosen. ;

He set out at once with a few followers, made his way aCross
swollen streams and through dense, unbroken forests, found
the French, delivered the governor’s letter, and started home
in the dead of winter. New difficulties now beset him. The
Indians tried to kill him and came near doing so. He was
almost drowned while crossing a river and nearly frozen when
he got out. But he escaped all dangers and brought back a
report of what he saw at the French forts, which in-
creased the alarm of the governor of Virginia.

It was clear that if the British wanted the valley
of the Ohio they must do as the French were doing.
They must build forts in it and hold it by force of
arms. This the governor of Virginia determined to
do, and a regiment of troops were hurried off to
establish a fort just where the city of Pittsburg
stands to-day. Of this regiment Washington was
lieutenant colonel. But the colonel died on the
way, and Washington took command.

While the regiment was getting ready to march
through the wilderness, a small party went on in
advance to build the fort and have it ready when the
soldiers arrived. DBut one day in April, 1754, while
they were hard at work, the French came down the
Allegheny River and drove them away.

The messenger bearing this bad news met Washington and
his troops making their way through the forest, cutting the
first road that ever led down the western slope of the Appa-
lachian Mountains. Some men would have gone back. But
Washington pushed on, defeated a small party of the French,

Takes
message to
the French

French soldier

Begins
French and
Indian Wa1
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and then retired to a narrow glade in southwestern
Pennsylvania, called the Great Meadows. . There he
built Fort Necessity, where the French attacked him
and forced him to surrender, on the 4th of July, 1754.

2 He was allowed to go back to Virginia.
Thus was started one of the most important
wars in our history. The colonists called it the

Frenchmen and Indians. But it was really
the last struggle between the French and the
British for the possession of America. We
have seen how the Dutch conquered the
Swedes in the Delaware valley. We have
seen how the English conquered New Nether-
S~ land. Now the DBritish and the French were to
Uit fight for the greater part of North America.

By peldier Both sides knew this and made ready for the
struggle. The French prepared to defend their land. The
Braddock’s British made the attack, and sent over Braddock, one of their
SXPditlon fyo5t generals, to command the British and American troops.
He came to Virginia; made Washington one of hig aids; and
started to capture Fort Duquesne, as the French caﬁed the post

they had taken from the Virginians.

Southwestern Pennsylvania was then a wilderness. No
road led through the woods, so Braddock was forced to have
one cut by the troops as they went along. This made the
march very slow. Nothing happened till the army was about
eight miles from the fort, when suddenly the road choppers
saw what looked like an Indian leaping and bounding through
the bushes in front of them. He was not an Indian, but a
French officer in Indian dress, and was leading an army to
attack the British. Waving his hand in the air, he disappeared ;
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and in a moment his French and Indians, hidden in bushes and
behind trees, fired on Braddock’s men. The British fought
bravely ; but Braddock would not let them hide behind trees
in Indian fashion, and their red coats were a fine mark for
their enemy. So many were shot that a retreat was ordered.
Then Braddock fell wounded, and the retreat became a flight ;
and had it not been for Washington and the Americans, who
checked the enemy, all the British would probably have been
killed. A few days later, Braddock died of his wound.

And now for three years the French and Indians had the
best of the fighting. Then the tide turned, and the British
began to win victory after victory. They took Fort Duquesne,
which was soon named
Fort Pitt in honor of
a great man then
prominent in the
British government.
They took the for-
tress at Louisburg a
second time. Finally
a young officer named
Wolfe captured Que-
bec.

The fortress
Quebec stood on the top of a very high hill whose steep sides
rose from the edge of the river. To climb the heights in the
face of an enemy would have been impossible. But Wolfe sent
his ships and troops up the river above Quebec, and one night
in September, 1759, he and his soldiers got into boats, floated
downstream to the foot of the bluff, climbed up, and in the
morning his army stood ready for battle on the Plains of Abra-
ham, as the level land behind the city was called. The French,

Modern Quebec
of Q

Braddock’s
defeat

British
victories

.Quebec
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led by Montealm, came out to attack the British, and one of the
great battles of the world was fought. The British won, and Que-
bec was taken ; but among the dead were Wolfe and Montealm.

Painting by Benjamin West

Death of General Wolfe

Montreal was next taken, and the struggle for America be-
tween France and Great Britain was ended. When the war
began, France owned Canada and claimed all the valley of the
Mississippi River, from the Appalachian Mountains to the
Rockies, and from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico.
When the war ended, France gave Great Britain all of Canada
(except two little islands near Newfoundland) and all of our
country which she claimed east of the Mississippi, except New
Orleans and a small region about it (1763).
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Up to this time
Spainowned Florida.
But in the war she
had taken sides with
France, and Great
Britain had captured
Havana. To get
back Havana, Spain
now gave Great Brit-
ain Florida in ex-
change. But France
repaid Spain for this
loss by giving her
New Orleans and the country round about, and all the country
west of the Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains. So North
America was then divided between Spain and Great Britain,
with the Mississippi as the boundary, down to New Orleans.

And now again peace between France and Great Britain was
not followed by peace for all the colonies. In the,region given
up to Great Britain between the Appalachian Mountains and
the Mississippi, dwelt many tribes of Indians, old friends of the
French and bitter haters of the English. The moment these
Indians heard that the French must leave their country, and the
English were coming in, they were easily persuaded to join in
a war to drive the English back. ‘

The leader in the new border war was Pontiac, one of the
greatest Indians known to history, and nobody saw more clearly
than he did the difference between the two white races in the
way they behaved in the Indian country. The French built
rude forts, made friends with the Indians, married Indian
women, and supplied the tribes with whatever was wanted in
return for furs. The English built villages, killed the game,

Oldest house in St. Augustine

Trouble with
the Indians

Pontiac’s
War
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cut down the forests, made roads, planted farms, and looked on
the Indian as a wild beast. To Pontiac the coming of the
English meant the ruin of his race, and with wonderful skill
he quickly roused the tribes of the Northwest, took the warpath,
and swept the country from Lake Michigan to Pennsylvania.

Along the frontier of Pennsylvania, Maryland,
and Virginia, were then scattered a hardy class °
of men who were by turn farmers, hunters,
and fighters, as occasion required. Rough,
brave, daring ; caring nothing for the refine-
ments of city life ; dressed in moceasins,
leggings, and hunting shirt of deerskin,
they made their clearings, built their log
huts, and, rifle in hand, ranged the forest
at will. Here and there at long intervals
small stockaded forts, with a few cabins
and houses, or thick-walled buildings like
the garrison houses of New England, had
been built, to which, in times of danger,
the settlers came for refuge; but along
the Pennsylvania frontier even these rude
defenses were few.

Now that the French had been driven from America, these
backwoodsmen supposed that a long period of peace was be-
fore them, and had gone back to their farms and clearings,
had planted their crops, and were cutting their hay, when
Indian war parties burst upon-them from every valley. It
was the old story of surprise, treachery, massacre, burning,
and torture.

The general commanding the British forces in the colonies,
with all the haste he could make, sent relief expeditions to
Fort Niagara, to Detroit, and to Fort Pitt. That sent to Fort

A backwoodsman



SHALL FRANCE OR ENGLAND RULE IN AMERICA? 109

Pitt was in the charge of Colonel Henry Bouquet, a bold and
daring soldier.

Hearing of the coming army, the Indians who were attack- Battie ot
ing Fort Pitt instantly slipped away, and, hurrying eastward ®"*™®*®
some twenty miles to Bushy Run, hid in the bushes to await
the troops, who came upon them one scorching afternoon in
August, 1763. The battle which followed was most desper-
ate; but the Indians were put to flight, and the army went
slowly on to Fort Pitt.

This cleared the frontier of Pennsylvania. Another army The indiars
sent the following year along the lake frontier to Detroit ****"*
quieted the Indians in that region. But to sweep back the
red men, recover the sites of the burned forts, and
rebuild and garrison the block-
was not enough. The strong-
hold of the enemy must be
invaded. Bouquet accord-
ingly took up the task, and
in the autumn of 1764 led
anarmy from Fort Pitt into
what is now Ohio, forced
the Indians to submit, made
them give up two hundred
prisoners, and went back
in triumph to Fort Pitt.

SUMMARY

1. The King of England took away the charters of Massachusetts and
Rhode Island ; and for a short time the whole country from New Jersey
to Maine was placed under one royal governor — Andros.

2. When William and Mary came to the English throne, war broke out be-
tween the French and the English colonies, and was known as King
William’s War.
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3. This was soon followed by
Queen Anne’s War, dur-
ing which the English
colonists captured Nova
Scotia from the French.

4. During the peace which fol-
lowed, France made ready
to shut the British out of
the Mississippi valley, and
was building a chain of
forts from New Orleans
to Montreal, when King
George’s War opened.

5, After peace France built a
chain of forts in the Alle-
gheny valley from Lake
Erie to the Ohio River.

= 6. This alarmed the British

uld tower, Fort Marion, Florida and brought on the French

and Indian War, in which

the French were forced to abandon North America, giving to the
British Canada and the part of Louisiana east of the Mississippi.

7. Spain was forced to give Florida to Great Britain, but received from
France the Mississippi valley west of the river, with New Orleans.

8. The departure of the French from the Mississippi valley and the Great
Lakes was followed by an Indian uprising led by Pontiac.

L oot@l0——

CHAPTER XII
THE COLONIES QUARREL WITH THE MOTHER COUNTRY

New THE greater part of the country France surrendered to
provinces (Great Britain in 1763 was a wilderness in which very few
white men lived. But some parts of the new British posses-
sions were inhabited by white men, and the first thing Great
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Britain did was to make, out of these, the three provinces of
Quebec, East Florida, and West Florida. She next drew a line
»@ " around the sources of the rivers which flow into
2 the Atlantic Ocean from New England to
Florida, and forbade the Americans to settle
west of that line. The country west of the tneindian
line was set apart for the Indians. oyisnd

Great Britain did these things in order that
her colonies and provinces might be more easily
» governed. She also wanted the people to stay
near the seaboard and not wander into the
region beyond the mountains. If hemmed in
near the coast, it was thought, the colonies would in time
become thickly settled and would buy great quantities of
British manufactures. \

But the colonies and provinees must not merely be governed, Plans for
they must also be defended. The Indians must be kept in ***™
order, and everything must be in a state of defense in case
France and Spain tried to get back their lost territory. Great
Britain pioposed, therefore, to send over an army of regular
soldiers to be scattered over the country. This would
cost 4 great deal of money, and King George III. and @g«_@
Parliament decided that part of the money should be 8 ===
raised in two ways : by forcing the colonists to pay One
taxes on all the molasses, sugar, and coffee they im- Penﬂ
ported ; and by requiring them to print all newspa- ﬁ\heet/
pers and write all legal documents on paper made in T
England and stamped and sold by government offi-
cials. The law requiring this was the Stamp Act.

The colonies then had agents in London; and one
of them was Benjamin Franklin. He was born at Boston nearly
sixty years before this time, and was the son of a candle maker.

Stamp used in 1765

Stamp used in
763
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When he was ten years old his school days were over, and for a
while he cut wicks, molded candles, tended shop, ran on errands,
and talked of going to sea. But the father opposed this, and
bound Benjamin as apprentice to an elder brother, under whom
he learned to set type and did his share in print-
: ing the second newspaper in America.
When seventeen he left his brother,
and made his way to New York,
in search of work. Finding none,
he crossed to the Jersey shore and
walked to the Delaware River,
where he boarded a boat and
rowed to Philadelphia. There in
time he opened a printing house
of his own, published one of the
best newspapers in all the colonies,
issued every year a very famous
little book known all over the colo-
nies as Poor Richard’s Almanac, and took an active part in
everything that benefited his fellow-citizens. He founded a
library, and an academy which has since grown to be a great
university. He proved that lightning in the clouds and the
electricity by which we ring bells, are one and the same ; and
invented the lightning rod and a stove still known by his
name. The King appointed him deputy postmaster for the
northern colonies ; his fellow-citizens elected him to the legis-
lature, and when somebody was needed to plead the cause ot
Pennsylvania in London, the legislature sent Franklin to do it.
In company with agents from other colonies Franklin now
appeared before the minister and did all he could to prevent
the passage of the Stamp Act, but in vain. ¢ Depend upon it,
my good neighbor,” he wrote home, “I took every step in my

Printing press of Franklin’s time
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power to prevent the passage of the Stamp Act. . .. But Accepts the
the tide was too strong against us. . . . We might as well S
have hindered the sun’s setting. That we could not do. But

since ’tis down, my friend,
and it may be long be-
fore it rises again, let us
make as good a night of
it as we can. We may’
still light candles.”

But the people were
not willing to accept dark-
ness and “light candles”
as Franklin said. When
the news came that the
Stamp Aect had passed
Parliament, and would be
a law in the colonies on
the first day of November,
1765, there was great ex-
citement everywhere. In
Virginia. a famous scene
ocenrred.  The legisla-
ture was debating a set
of resolutions declaring
the stamp tax unjust. One of the speakers was Patrick Henry, Ppatrick
and a greater orator did not then live in the thirteen colonies. ™%
Henry was born in Virginia a few years after Washington,
grew up on one of the smaller plantations, and seems never
to have given the slightest sign of being more than a very
ordinary boy. He hated study and loved the woods and
streams, and when he was ten had made so little progress at
school that his father became his teacher till he was fifteen,

Benjamin Franklin
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when he was apprenticed to a storekeeper, and then started
with his brother in a store of his own. But he was quite
unfit for business. Instead of making money he lost it, and
was next placed on a small farm. He proved to be a poor
farmer, and went back to storekeeping and once more failed to
succeed. Those who knew him might now have thought him
good for nothing. But like many another man great in our
history, he had not yet found what he could do.

In desperation Henry now turned to law, and after reading
a few legal books went before the lawyers to be examined for
permission to practice law, and with great difficulty got it.
But now at last he had found his true work. Business came
to him, and when one day a case was brought to him because
no other lawyer would argue it, he took it, and made so elo-
quent a speech that all who heard him knew that a great orator
“had arisen among them.

What Such was the fame of this case that Henry was elected to
Virginia did the Virginia legislature just at the time of the Stamp Act

\ troubles. The question before it was, Shall the
% S 2% . lawbe obeyed ? The wealthy
\= ] L%y and important men thought

they would say yes, and
. were much displeased
when Henry said no. His
— speech was mnot written
= down, so we know little of
— 3 1t but those who were present
01d Capitol of Virginia *= describe it as wonderful, and have
Hasx i Toryadehis  preserved for us one sentence. Recall-
ing to his hearers the fate of tyranni-

cal rulers who had been killed in old times, he said, «“Casar had
“his Brutus; Charles the First his Cromwell ; and George the
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Third ”— ¢« Treason! treason! treason!” shouted the mem-
bers ; — “and George the Third,” continued Henry, “may profit
by their example. If this be treason, make the most of it.”

The legislature finally passed a resolution that the Virgini-
ans were not bound to obey the law.

In Massachusetts the people were so much in earnest that
the legislature asked the colonies to send delegates to a con-
gress at New York. This body of men (known as the Stamp
Act Congress) adopted, signed, and issued a Declaration of
Rights and Grievances, which stated : —

1. That the Americans were subjects of the British crown.
2. That it was the natural right of a British subject to pay no
taxes unless he had a voice in laying them.
3. That the Americans were not represented in Parliament.
.4. That Parliament, therefore, could not tax them, and that
an attempt to do so was an attack on the rights of Eng-
- lishmen and the liberty of self-government.

Meanwhile certain men had been appointed in the colonies
to sell the stamped paper. The people next called on these
men to refuse to sell the paper, and, if they would not, used
force to make them do so. The merchants in the great cities
next signed an agreement not to import any goods from Great
Britain, and the people pledged themselves not to buy any
British goods for some months to come.

This hurt the British manufacturers, and they raised such
a clamor that Parliament repealed the stamp tax, that is,
stopped it. When the colonists heard of this, they were
greatly pleased. All trouble, they thought, was now over.
But they were much mistaken, for the very next year Parlia-
ment laid taxes on glass, paint, oils, and tea imported into
the colonies.

Stamp Act
Congress

‘The Stamp
Act resisted

New taxes
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Thus the right to tax the colonies was once more claimed,
and the people again made ready to resist. But how should
they resist? By refusing to buy British goods. Such action
had led to the repeal of the stamp tax. Like action would
surely lead to the repeal of the new taxes. The old agree-
ment not to import and not to use British goods was there-
fore renewed all over the colonies. Parliament stood out for
three years, but then it took off all the taxes except that on tea.

At that time a company, called the East
India Company, had the sole right to bring tea
to Great Britain. But it could not send any
to America. It must sell the tea and let others
take it to the colonies. But the Americans
had stopped buying tea from the British mer-
chants, who for this reason bought less tea from
the East India Company, and an immense quan-
tity was lying in its warehouses.

Parliament, in order to help the company,
now gave it leave to send tea to America. The company accord-
ingly sent over shiploads of tea to Boston, New York, Philadel-
phia, and Charleston. But it was required to pay a duty of
three pence a pound; the tea, therefore, was taxed, and the
Americans would have none of it. ¢If Parliament may tax
one article, it may tax all,” said they.

When the first tea ship arrived at Boston, she was made fast
to a dock and guarded by the people, who insisted that her
captain should take her back to London. This he was quite
ready to do; but the officers of the King would not give her a
paper called a “clearance,” and without a clearance the ship
would not be permitted to pass the fort and the men-of-war in
the harbor. Under the lead of Samuel Adams the people then
asked the governor to order the officers to let the ship go.
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Samuel Adams was a native of Boston, was about fifty years samuet
old at this time, and had long been prominent in public affairs. 442™°
For twenty years past he had been serving his native town in
all manner of ways—as a tax collector, as a fire warden, as
moderator of the town meeting, as one of a committee to visit
schools, and see that chimneys were prop- , erly inspected,
and that due care was taken to prevent the spread of
small pox, and as member of the legislature of the colony.
Services like these made him well known. The way in
which he discharged his duties made people trust in him,
and when the stormy times of the Revolu- tion came, his
fellow-townsmen naturally turned to him as to a leader,
sought his counsel, and listened to his advice. He
wrote articles for the newspaper, ex- plaining the
acts and aims of Great Britain, defend- ing the peo-
ple, and pointing out the kind of resist- ance they
should make ; and now when resistance was to be
made, it was Samuel Adams that led the way.

The governor, however, refused to
customs officers to let the ship go, and
while the people were meeting and
discussing what next to do, two
more tea ships arrived. This made
the people more excited than be-
fore, and at a great meeting at
the Old South Meetinghouse one |
morning in December, 1773, it =
was resolved that the ships must
go out of Boston harbor that very
afternoon. A committee was then sent to the customhouse to
demand a clearance, and when the officers again refused, the owner

of one of the ships was sent to ask a pass from the governor.
McM. PR. H, —8

3 e S

0ld South Meetinghouse
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Night had fallen and the candles had been lighted when this

Tea Party man returned, to find the people still waiting before the build-

Tea at
other cities

ing. They were not surprlsed to hear that the governor refused
to give a pass to take the

ships out of the harbor un-
less a clearance was first
obtained. As nothing more
could now be done, the
meeting broke up, and the
people were returning to
their homes, when a band

of men dressed like Indians
’:l‘ - hurried through the streets
he ‘“Tea Party Tablet,” on Long :
Wharf, Boston of the city to the whartf
where the three ships lay,
leaped on board, and with hatchets smashed in the side of every
box and emptied the tea into the water.

At New York, the tea ships were stopped and not allowed to
come up the harbor. At Charleston, the tea was stored for
three years and then sold by the state of South Carolina. At
Philadelphia, the people met at the statehouse and passed reso-
lutions calling on the merchants to whom the East India Com-
pany had sent tea not to receive it. The river pilots were next
asked not to pilot the tea ships up the Delaware River. This
done, the people waited quietly for the arrival of the ships.

At last, on the evening of Christmas Day, 1773, a horseman
rode into town with the news that a ship with tea on board was
really coming up the river. The next day was Sunday, but the
people were so excited that a party of citizens rode down the
river bank to warn the captain not to come near the city. On
Monday all business was stopped, the stores were shut, and a
great meeting was held at the statehouse yard. Then it was
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resolved that the ‘tea should not be landed. The captain was
ordered to go back to London, and in twenty-four hours was on
his way to sea.

For their acts of resistance, Parliament now resolved to The Boston
punish the colonies, and began with Massachusetts. The port FortBill
of Boston was closed —that is, no ship was to be allowed to
go into or come out of Boston harbor—till |y the people
asked pardon and paid for the tea that was de-

But the colonists were not frightened. 7
The whole country felt sorry for the
people of Boston. Their cause be- ¢
came the country’s cause, and
soon men from twelve of the
colonies met in Carpenter’s
Hall at Philadelphia to con-
sider what should be done.
This body, known as the
First Continental Congress,
sent a petition to the King,
asking him to put an end to
the grievances of the colonies.
It then called for a second
Continental Congress to meet
Philadelphia in May, 1775.

First
Continenta
Congress

Carpeater’s Hall, Philadelphia

SUMMARY

1. In order to defend the colonies Great Britain proposed to send over an
army and have the colonists help to pay the cost.

2. Money was to be raised by new dut1es and by a stamp tax on newspapers
and legal papers.

8. As the colonists had no representatives in Parliament, they refused te
pay the stamp duties, and agreed not to buy British manufactured
goods. This forced Parliament to repeal the stamp tax.



120 . THE LONG FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE

4. But Parliament soon laid new taxes on glass, paint, oils, and tea. Again
the colonists refused to buy British goods, and soon all the taxes were
repealed except that on tea.

5. As the people would not import tea, it was sent over. At some places
the ships were forced to sail away. At Boston men disguised as
Indians threw the tea into the water.

6. For this, Parliament punished Boston. But the colonies sided with
Boston, and the First Continental Congress met at Philadelphia in
1774.

—a0r 00—

CHAPTER XIII

THE LONG FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE

Durixnag the seven
months’ interval Dbe-
tween the First and
the Second Continen-
tal Congress, the colo-
nies and the mother
country came to blows.

The people of
Massachusetts, fear-

ing that trouble would

come, had begun to

A, MEREA sl collect and hide pow-

Gage in der, shot, guns, and cannon. General Gage, who commanded

Massachusetts 1o British troops in Boston, and had been made governor of

Massachusetts by the King, was well aware of this, and several
times tried to seize the supplies and destroy them. But the
patriots were too quick for him. Thus, one day in February,
1775, Gage sent a band of soldiers from Boston to Salem with
orders to seize some cannon. Not finding any, the troops
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started for a town near by; but while marching along, they
came to a bridge guarded by Americans under Colonel Picker- -
ing. The Bmtlsh attempted to pass. Colonel Pickering said
the bridge was private property and refused to let them go on.
A fight seemed at hand, when a minister who was present
reminded the people that the day was Sunday, and the British
were allowed to proceed. They found no cannon.

Some time after this, officers were sent to find where the
patriots did hide their cannon. They reported that guns,
cannon, and powder had been collected at Concord, a town
about twenty miles from Boston. Gage, therefore, ordered
some British soldiers to go and destroy these stores, and
on the evening of April 18, 1775, they set off as quietly
as possible. But the Boston patriots had suspected that
soldiers would be sent, and had agreed on a signal to be
used when needed to notify the people in the country. If
the British did go, lights were to be shown from the tower
of the Old North Church : one lantern if they went by
land ; two lanterns if they went by water.

The British went by water. Two lights were there-
fore hung out on the church steeple, and riders were
sent galloping off in the darkness to arouse the country.
It was believed that the British not only intended to
destroy the stores, but were going to capture two active
patriots, Samuel Adams and John Hancock, who were
then at Lexington. Toward Lexington, therefore,
one of the riders, Paul Revere, made all the haste
he could. Galloping along from town to town,
he would stop at the door of some patriot farmer, |,
wake him up with the cry ¢ The regulars are rﬂ;m .
out,” and leaving him to arouse his neighbors, Sw=w=
would ride on. 0ld North Church

The signal

Paul
Revere’s
ride
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Thus it came about that when the regulars reached Lexing-
ton, about dawn on the never-to-be-forgotten morning of April
19, 1775, they found a little company of patriots drawn up and

Painting by A. H. Bicknell R =
Battle of Lexington
ready for them on the village green. ¢ Disperse, ye villains;
ye rebels, disperse,” said the commander of the King’s troops.

Instead of dispersing, one of the patriots pulled the trigger
of his musket. It failed to go off. The next moment the
British fired, and sixteen men fell, killed and wounded. The
Americans now fired, and one British soldier was killed. But,
seeing they were greatly outnumbered, the Americans made
no more resistance, and the British marched on to Concord.
But there Paul Revere had aroused the people, who were gather-
ing fast on the hillsides. :

Leaving a guard at the bridge across the Concord River, the
British began to destroy the cannon and powder collected by
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the patriots. While they were doing this, firing was heard at
the bridge. The Americans had attacked the guard. Hurry-
ing up to aid their companions, the British saw such a host
of angry and determined men that they began to retreat toward
Lexington.

Meanwhile, news of . the fight at Lexington at sunrise had Tne British
spread like wildfire. The whole country was in arms. The ™%®*
people were in waiting along the road the British must take,
and they poured a deadly fire on the retreating enemy.

The Americans were stationed in buildings near the road,
and behind trees and stone fences, so that the British could not
shoot them. Indeed, the British soon began to run, and they
might all have been killed or captured, had not a body of fresh
troops met the regulars at Lexing-
ton. With the help of these the
British reached Charlestown at
sundown. But the patriots came
in from every side, so that in a “‘ ;
few days great crowds of them i3
were gathered about Boston, — 2k
where they shut in Gage and the <
British army.

When the Second Continental *
Congress met at Philadelphia in
May, 1775, Massachusetts asked
it to adopt the men gathered
about Boston, as a Continental Army. There were New Hamp- The
shire men, Massachusetts men, Rhode Islanders, and men from ﬁ‘r’::;“enm
Connecticut. Each band was a sort of little army with its own
commander.

Congress, seeing that the war had really opened, did as it
was asked and formed these bands into a Continental Army;

Concord Bridge and Monument
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and appointed George Washington as commander in chief.
He started at once for Boston. But he had not ridden far
from Philadelphia when he heard that a great battle had
been fought near Bunker Hill.

A short distance north of Boston, and just behind
Charlestown, were two small hills. The nearer of the two
to the American army was Bunker Hill. Just beyond it
I and nearer to Boston was Breeds Hill. The Americans,

hearing that the British intended to fortify the hills, sent

' a body of soldiers, under Colonel Prescott, one night in
June, to take possession of Bunker Hill. But Prescott
{ /Went on to Breeds Hill, and quickly built a large earth-
/, work. At daylight the British fired on it from their ships,
Lk but the Americans worked on, making a long trench and
bank to protect themselves in the coming fight.
About three o’clock in the afternoon the British, having
W\ come over from Boston, formed in line at the foot of
8D  Breeds Hill and began to march up. The Americans
Flintlock mus-  had very little powder. Prescott and General Israel
ket and car- .

tridge box T utnam, who were in command, urged them not to
waste any. “Save your powder,” was the order.
“Battleof  “ Men,” said Putnam, “ you are all marksmen. Don’t one of
Bunker 8" v ou fire till you see the whites of their eyes.” On came the
British, nearer and nearer. Their uni- forms, their faces,
grew plainer and plainer every min- ute. They were
within three hundred feet, two hun-
dred feet, one hundred feet, before the

order “Fire ! ” rang out.

Then the Americans fired, killing
so many British that the rest hurried
down the hill in disorder. But the British officers rallied their
men, and led them back up the hill. They were again thrown

General
Washington

Putnam’s plow
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into disorder by
obliged to re-
a third time
A third time
powder of the
bayonets, they
muskets and
could end in
forced to re-
Although

the steady fire of the Americans, and
f tire. Their courage was splendid, and

their officers led them to the attack.

the Americans met them. But now the
Americans was gone, and, having no

fought desperately with the butt ends of

with stones. Such an unequal fight

but one way. The Americans were

treat.

the British won the battle of Bunker resultof tne
fight is called, their loss was dreadful. "**°
“ Two more such victories, and Great
Britain will have no army left

in America,” said a great
s fasmsey French statesman. «Did
P ey B the militia fight?” exclaimed
Lok %i&"@;@‘ i \Vashington,g when on his
way to Boston he heard of™.
the battle of Bunker Hill. When assured “~ , that they
fought splendidly, he said, “Then the W& =
liberties of the country are safe.” v'_. 7
And this was the great lesson of ’3Jf\ .
Bunker Hill : that the American fatmers "’f
would fight for their rights and would /"
fight against the regular troops of :s\,“s‘;:*.‘-"' \
Great Britain. \}s‘ ;/"
During the next eight months the

Continental Army, with Washington
in command, surrounded Boston. It ='
took a long time to drill the men and e R
collect cannon and powder. But at Washington Elm at Cambridge

9 = (Where Washington took command o,
last Washington was ready to drive the army) A\

Bunker Hill Monument
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British leave the British out of the town, and was just about to do it, when,
o under General Howe, they boarded their ships and sailed away.
Colonies form  All authority of the King and Parliament was now ended in
monte " the colonies. The royal governors had fled, or had been put
into prison. The patriots in every colony, hoping that the

King might yield, had established tem-
7, porary governments, which they
called Committees of Safety, Pro-

%’3 i T ¥ y =  Assemblies. But now it was very
,:"(L N B certain that unless the colonies were
_Ef ':i‘ : %), beaten in the war they never again
ﬂ ; @y would be under the British Crown.

The Continental Congress, there-

fore, advised the.colonies to set up

permanent governments. One by one

they did so, and thus turned them-

selves from British colonies into

American states. Up to this time

there had been thirteen colonies
Where the Declaration was signed = DOw there were thirteen states.

SN apeitence Hall, ThitRcapiig) But these state governments

Independence Were to be made without consent of the King. What did that
mean? It meant that the states were to be independent of the
King. Then why not say so? Why not tell it to the whole
world? They decided to do so, and on July 2, 1776, Congress
passed this resolution, moved by R. H. Lee of Virginia: —

i “Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right
ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved
from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is,
and ought to be, totally dissolved.”
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This settled the matter. The colonies were now in’depend- PRIy B8
ent. The next step was to tell or declare that fact to the Independence
world, and so a declaration of independence, which had already
been drawn up, was next voted on. ¢ VVhen, in the course of
human events,” says the Declaration, “it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have con-
nected them with another . . . a decent respect to the opinions
of mankind requires that they should declare the causes.” It
was this decent respect which had led Congress to select
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger
Sherman, and Robert Livingston to prepare the Declaration of
Independence, telling the world why the United States were
independent of Great Britain.

Jefferson wrote the Declaration, and on the 4th of July,
1776, Congress adopted it, and ordered copies
sent to the states. i

To declare independence was
one thing ; to force Great Britain to
acknowledge it was another thing, and
more than five years passed before the last
British army surrendered to Washington.

When General Howe and the British troops sailed away from British take
Boston, Washington did not know where they would go next. New ¥ork
But he thought it might be to New York, so he hurried there
with his army. Sure enough, after several weeks the British
fleet sailed up the bay. Howe found the Americans intrenched
on Brooklyn Heights. His first attempt to drive them away
failed, and before he could make a second, Washington crossed
the river under cover of a fog, and retreated up the Hudson.

While the British were encamped near Brooklyn, Washing-
ton wished to know how many soldiers there were in the
enemy’s camp, and how they were arranged. To get this

Jefferson’s desk
(On which Declaration was written)
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Nathan Hale information, somebody must go into the camp and look about
him. Such a man would be a spy, and, if caught, would be
hanged. But a young officer named Nathan Hale volunteered
to go. Leaving the American headquarters near New York
city, he went to Connecticut and from there crossed the Sound
to Long Island. Making his way to Brooklyn, he spent a few
days in the British camp taking notes, and then returned to
the north shore of Long Island to await a chance to cross the
Sound to Connecticut. One day, seeing a boat coming toward
shore, he went down to meet it, thinking it was from Connecti-
cut, but he was recognized by a relative who sided with the
British, and was delivered to Howe.

Hale was treated with great harshness. He was not allowed
to send a letter to his mother, nor to read his Bible, nor to
have a minister visit him. He was a spy, and he was hanged

.. like a criminal. When about to die he said, “I regret

R that I have but one life to lose for my country.”

These words are now carved on the pedestal of a

statue erected to his memory not far from the spot

in New York city where he died. Hale is known
as the Martyr Spy of the Revolution.

From New York Washington passed up the
Hudson a few miles, crossed the river, and led his
army through New Jersey. The British pressed
him hotly. Discouraged by cold, hunger, and
defeat, many of the soldiers deserted, and the
ranks grew thinner every mile. But Washington
. reached the Delaware River in safety, and crossed

«  into Pennsylvania.

Affairs were now in a desperate state,
and Washington seemed almost disheartened.
Statue of Nathan Hale ~ Americans who took the side of the King

The retreat
across
New Jersey
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were called Loyalists or Tories, and there were plenty of them The Tories
in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. The army got
so little help from the people that
the patriot cause seemed likely to
“remain for some time under a
cloud,” as Washington wrote to
his brother.

But the cloud, dark as it was,
soon lifted. ]

To prevent the British from
crossing the Delaware after him,
Washington collected all the
boats for miles along the river.
So the British commander, when
he reached the Delaware, finding
no means of crossing, resolved to
wait till the river was frozen and
then march over on the ice.
But while he waited Washington
acted, and on Christmas night,
1776, recrossed the Delaware to
make an attack on some German
soldiers who had been hired by
the King to fight for him ; —as many of these soldiers were victoryat
from a part of Germany called Hesse, they are known as Hes- Tre®
sians. The night was bitterly cold, and the river was full of
great blocks of floating ice. But with splendid courage Wash-
ington crossed with his little army, and at daylight fell on the
Hessians at Trenton, beat them, and took one thousand prisoners.

A week later Washington won another victory, at Princeton, Pprinceton
ten miles from Trenton, and then marched on to the hills at
Morristown, where his army passed the winter. {

CALE OF MILFS

, Hudson and Delaware valleys



130 THE LONG FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE

The new During the following summer (June,
1777) the Continental Congress
adopted the stars and stripes as
. our national flag. The first flag
¢ of this kind was made by Betsy
Ross at her house on Arch Street,
Philadelphia. The building still
stands and is carefully preserved
as the birthplace of « Old Glory.”
The British now (1777) at-
tempted to get possession of the
Hudson River, and so cut off
New England from the rest of
E 3 S the states. But when an army,

Burgoyne's ‘ AN Sy under Burgoyne, came down.from
pacTon ey e Canada by way of Lake Cham-
plain, the Americans, under General
Gates, captured it near Saratoga,

New York, and the attempt failed.

Meantime another British army sailed from New York to take
Philadelphia. Washington hurried across New Jersey and met
the enemy below the
city; but was de-

British take feated on DBrandy-
Fhiladelphia (ine Creek, and later
at Germantown. The
British then passed
the winter in the city,
while  Washington
and his army were
camped not far away,
at Valley Forge. - Washington’s headquarters at Morristown

Betsy Ross house
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The suffering of the American army during the winter was
terrible ; but let those who were there tell of it : «The army
has been in great distress since you left,” General Greene wrote
to General Knox ; “the troops are getting naked. They were
seven days without meat and several days without bread.”
“The men,” said Baron Steuben, a brave German who came
over to help us, *“were literally naked, some of them in the
fullest extent of the
word.” “For some
days past there has
been little less than
a famine in camp,”
Alexander Hamilton
wrote to the gov-
ernor of New York.
“I am now con-
vinced beyond a
doubt,” said Wash-
ington, ¢ that unless
some great change takes place this army must starve, dissolve,
or disperse in order to obtain provisions.”

But these grand heroes would not disperse. They would
starve rather than desert. Well did John Laurens say, “I
would cherish these dear ragged Continentals, whose patience
will be the admiration of future ages.” ¢To see men,” said
Washington, ¢ without clothes to cover their nakedness, with-
out blankets to lie upon, without shoes (for want of which their
marches might bd traced by the blood from their feet), and
almost as often without prowisions as with them, marching
through the frost and snow, and, at Christmas time, taking up
their winter quarters, without a house or a hut to cover them
till they could be built, and submitting without a murmur, is a

Washington’s headquarters at Valley Forge

The suffering
at Valley
Forge

Patience of
Continental
soldiers
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proof of patience and obedience which in my opinion can scarce
be paralleled.”

The winter at Valley Forge was the darkest period of the
war. But the darkest hour, as the proverb says, is just before
dawn. And so it was in 1778 ; for, while the army was starv-
ing and freezing at Valley Forge, France came to the aid of the
Americans. ‘ i

Franklin in In the year 1776, Franklin and two other men were sent
Franee  $o France to ask for arms and money. Their,arrival in France
was followed by an outburst of welcome. Everywhere French-
men were talking of the Stamp Aect, Concord, Lexington,
Bunker Hill. One young nobleman, Lafayette, left France
against his king’s orders, came to the United States, and served
under Washington till
the end of the war.
Lafayette was not
the only foreigner who
took up arms on our
side. Others of his
countrymen did so, as
well as the German
baron, De Kalb, and
Steuben, ¢“the drill-
master of the revolu-
tionary army;” and
the Poles, Pulaski and
; A osciusko. When
Kosciusko was asked what he could do<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>