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FOREWORD

N historical study, even of an elementary sort, the map has ceased to be regarded
as a luxury. Yet, as every teacher knows, maps which adequately show the
progress of American life have been impossible to find in a cheap, convenient

form. This unobtamable necessity has, therefore, been so often a subject of
complamnt that it is believed that this atlas will be welcomed with somewhat of
relief. The one hundred and tw enty-cight maps herein presented were prepared
m consultation with a number of the leading scholars in the field of American
history, and it seems doubtful if the benefits of complete and special information
are likely to be more satisfactorily combined.

An atlas 1s, of course, primarily a work of reference. Yet an orderly ar-
rangement, as in a musewm, may suggest the development of process or of life;
and as a curator might carefully point out the illustrative value of such specimens
and models, so here the editor has appended a short essay intended to suggest
some ways in which the historical map may be of service. But he would be a
sanguine teacher who expected students from these few reflections to realize for
themselves the possibilities of an atlas. Consequently there is joined with it an
extended course in the historical geography of the United States, in which the
student, by observing these directions, works oul on outline maps, easily procured,
the record of a development in space as well as in time, following the national
history with his hand as well as his eye. The studies are closely integrated
with the atlas, by specific reference, so that it will seldom be necessary to look
beyond 1ts pages for essential facts. In many cases, however, additional informa-
tion 1s included in the text, which the student is asked to transfer into graphic
form. Citations to Professor Bassett's Short History of the United States, New
York, 1913, and, for more elaborate treatment,.to the American Nation Series,
make the studies available as supplementary to a classroom course, or as a course
in themselves, to be rounded out by lectures and library research. Naturally map
studies may be cut to meet the individual requirements, and, indeed, the book is
so arranged that the atlas may be used alone without reference to Part I1.

There 1s one class of students, happily growing more numerous and important
—those who study by themselves at home—whose needs have been constantly
considered, and it is sincerely hoped that to many a solitary inquirer this book
will bring a clearer understanding of the history of the United States.

Dixox Ryax Fox.
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. Clark’s grant;
. Greenville treaty with Delaware and other In-
dians, Aug, 3, 1795,
Greenville and Ft. Wayne treaties, June 2,1803.
Vincennes treaty with Kaskaskia Indians,
Aug. 18, 1803.
Vincennes treaty with Delaware Indians,
Aug. 18, 1804.
. St. Louis treaty with Sauk and Fox Indians,
Nov. 3, 1804.
Fort Industry treaty, July 4, 1805,
Grouseland treaty with Miami and other In-
dians, Aug. 21, 1806,
Yincennes treaty with Rankishaw Indians,
Dec. 30, 1805,
Detroit treaty with Ottawa and other Indiane,
Nov. 17, 1807,
Fort Wayne treaty with Delaware and other
Indians, Sept. 30, 1809,
L. Vincennes treaty with Kickapoo Indians,

Dec. 9. 1809,
M. St.Louis treaty with Ottawa and other Indians
Aug. 24, 1816,
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HARPER’S ATLAS
OF AMERICAN HISTORY

AMERICAN HISTORY AND THE MAP
“MAN can no more be scientifically studied apart from the ground

which he tills, or the lands over which he travels, or the sea over

which he trades, than polar bear or desert cactus can be understood
apart from its habitat. Man’s relations to his environment are infinitely more
numerous and complex than those of the most highly organized plant or animal.
So complex are they that they constitute a legitimate and necessary object of
special study. The investigation which they receive in anthropology, ethnology,
sociology, and history, so far as history undertakes to explain the causes of events,
fails to reach a satisfactory solution of their problem largely because the geo-
graphic factor which enters into them all has not been thoroughly analyzed. Man
has been so noisy about the way he has ‘conquered Nature,” and Nature has been
so silent in her persistent influence over men, that the geographic factor in the
equation of human development has been overlooked.”t In these words the
leading American exponent of the science of Anthropogeography lays down its
dogma.

The winning of this continent was less a conquest than an adaptation. The
drama of man’s effort has been conditioned to an important degree by the
theater that he has played it in. Indeed, this is so clearly true that before the
statement is completed it is branded commonplace; no one will disagree except
those poet-historians who sing of nothing but the genius of a people, or those
transcendentalists who present all history as the biography of great men. But
though the phrase is glibly spoken, it generally remains the wisdom of a phrase;
few there are who actually attempt to understand it by application in detail to the
problems of history. Yet no one will come to knowledge of the growth and spread
of the American nation from a few small shiploads of refugees and needy immi-
grants to a great society of scores of millions, without again and again referring
to this factor.

The small particulars of coast line and hill barrier, the even reaches of pla-

1 Ellen Churchill Semple, Influence of Geographic Environment (New York, 1911), p. 2.
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teaus, the stretch of waterways, the forest wilderness and open prairie, the pos-
sibilities of produce and of transportation—all these have helped or hindered,
often quite determined, the course of growth. Without a constant sense of these
hard and steady influences, one can never get a vivid picture of the frontier moving
westward mile by mile in a jagged, ever-changing line. Without it one can never
understand the specializing of our economic life with its appropriate variety of
social customs; or those antipathies, almost inevitable, between Americans, who
found themselves quite capable of self-support, and the English government,
which looked for service to the Empire; or those between our own communities,
marked off into sections finally, after a great struggle, knit together by the bonds
of commerce. If one would share the thought of leaders in senate house, in mili-
tary tent, or in the office rooms of mills, he must know what could and what
could not be done upon this continent.

No one will get a reputation for originality by pointing out that sectionalism
has been a very important factor in our history. The consciousness of difference
between one group and others, set off by walls of hills or by mere intervening
distance, or distinguished no less certainly by some exclusive uniformity in type
of thought and work, has been so marked as to endanger the Union time after
time. In nearly every section in one decade or another up to 1876 the central
government was defied because some special hopes or needs had not received enough
consideration. To understand this it is very clear that the map, and often a de-
tailed map, is indispensable.

Take, for example, the New England of a hundred years ago. The map
of the geologist shows it to be a “united field,” a rock-dust soil which yields good
product if tilled with unremitting labor. The contour map reveals a barrier
ridge, the Litchfield and the Berkshire Hills, some sixty miles in breadth and
about twelve hundred feet in height, supplemented at the north by a consider-
able lake, and giving a degree of isolation—enough to interfere with an internal
trade, though not enough to hold back penetrating parties of home seekers trudging
toward the West.t The coastal survey shows a multitude of fiord harbors, from
which men were drawn to sea almost as irresistibly as from Scandinavia. “In
New England the deeply embayed coasts, the narrowness of the lowland belt, and
the glaciated soil were all geographic factors operating to develop maritime life.”?
A chart of ocean streams and winds makes clear the fortunate position of these
ports near the median point in the American arc of that great current which
circles around the whole North Atlantic basin.

1 The traveler H. B. Fearon (Sketches of America, London, 1818, p. 108) says: “Boston is not a thriving—i.e., an
increasing—town; it wants a fertile back country and it is too far from the Western states to be engaged in the supply
of that new and vast emporium, except, indeed, with inhabitants, a commodity which, I am informed, they send in
numbers greater than from any other quarter.”

3E. C. Semple, American History and Its Geographic Conditions (Boston, 1903), p. 120.
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The Puritan faced out from his hill fence at the west through the front doors
of his harbors. Here was a people of a common stock transplanted whole as
a community, self-reliant in its temper, and penetrated with a sense of mission.
Its spiritual aloofness, which had not passed away in 1815, had been confirmed
and long sustained by the character of its homeland. It seemed an ethnographic
unit on a geographic unit—the circumstances of a nation—with a full equipment
of the self-satisfaction which all nations have. In the first years of the nineteenth
century this people faced away from the west toward England, just as for a
dozen years after the Revolution the pioneers of Tennessee had faced away from
the east toward Spain beckoning from the Gulf of Mexico. The ‘“Essex
Junto” and the defiant citizens of Franklin are equally accounted for in part
by the configuration of the earth’s crust.

Examining the map with greater care, we note the continuity of the Con-
necticut Valley and, by reference to statistics of elections, observe here a com-
munity stretching from the Sound to Dartmouth College, preserving the mental
state of the eighteenth century. The people to whom this was distasteful moved
over the hills and far away, to the satisfaction of the orthodox; the New-
Englandism of the coastal towns was softened by commercial contact with the
world; but the Connecticut Valley folk, cut off in their complacency, long went
their old, tried, customary way. The district of Maine, on the other hand, because
it was a frontier region, its people bitter toward their urban creditors, discovered
a restless spirit, sent Democratic members up to Boston and so clamored for
home rule that Boston and the Valley were glad to see it go in 1820. That there
were -other well-marked sections in this general area, like the interior counties of
New Hampshire, or the sterile plains and bogs of southeastern Massachusetts,
1s strikingly illustrated in the maps of Doctor Libby, included in this book, on
the vote for and against the Federal Constitution, or in the tables of votes recorded
in modern monographic studies of New England history.!

By tracing in the “fall line,” where the tumbling rivers from the mountains
make their final plunge before their short glide to the sea, one notices the fortunate
proximity of power to the highway of the ships, making manufacturing doubly
profitable through facilities of distribution. After reading an account of the
industrial expansion of a century ago, a dozen dots placed properly here and
there along the line, vividly record the growth of mill towns. Even little Rhode
Island, scarcely more extensive than the average county of its larger neighbors,
had both waterfalls and harbors within its close constricted borders. Indeed,
sometimes, as in Pawtucket, ships and water wheels were found within the con-

1See, ¢.g., R. S. Purcell, Connectiout in Transition (Washington, 1918), pp. 97, 849, 412; A. E. Morse, The Federalist
Party to the Year 1800 (Princeton, 1909), p. 179; W. A. Robinson, Jeffersonian Democracy tn New England (New Haven,
1916), pp. 162-165; S. B. Harding, Massachusetts and the Federal Constitution (New York, 1896); F. G. Bates, Rhode Island

and the Formation of the Union (New York, 1898).
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fines of a single town. The harnessing of power, New England’s inevitable answer
to the embargo, seemed another count toward self-sufficiency to the men of 1815;
but they misunderstood its tendency. Through their household industries sup-
plemented by their English trade, they had before been largely independent;
the new release of energy in the mills forced them into contact with the lands
beyond the Hudson. A glance at a “wool map” would make clear how necessary
now was connection, by the long canals, with western New York and, afterward,
Ohio, whose flocks produced the fleece that the Eastern looms could turn to gold.
And more important was the new relation with the cotton kingdom, whose fleets
plied back and forth between New Orleans and Boston. As industry diversified,
a growing consciousness of poverty in mineral resources also must have chastened
any heady craving for a life apart. By manufacturing, as easily can be traced out
on a map, New England had been emancipated from itself.

Everywhere throughout the country there have flourished these sectional
antipathies, impossible to understand without the map, whether we turn to the
east and west of the old South, or north and south in the old Northwest, or to
any other state or part. The spirit has been felt in the far West, for “during
the progress of the Civil War there were frequent rumors that the people of the
isolated Pacific slope, who had for ten years in vain demanded overland com-
munication, intended erecting an independent republic.”t It was the railroad,
the bonds of steel, that finally made sectionalism no longer really dangerous to
American unity. )

Turnpikes, canals, and railroads shrunk the earth and drew its people into
contact, making possible and easy the exchange of things and thoughts. Since
culture grows with imitating new and better ways, the American life, broadened
and enriched by this communication, was leveled upward by the mutual aid of
the sturdy individualism of the Western pioneer, the habit of social and economic
organization in the East, and the dignified tradition of public service in the South.
Doubtless each patriot in the early nineteenth century thought that sectionalism
was a curse upon his country and mourned because the other sections willfully
refused to grow like his. Where an institution such as slavery was of great vitality
and yet utterly incompatible with the settled modes of living in the other areas,
the result, it is too true, was tragic, especially when one reflects that African
slavery was the easiest, but not the only possible, solution of the problems of pro-
duction in the South. But, with this exception, the diversity of culture caused or
aided by geographic difference has been beneficial. And modern communication
has fortunately not obliterated the peculiarities of sections.

Despite the sectional animosities which have raged in times now fortunately
past, the land seems formed for a great and a united people. No Italic or Iberian

1E. E. Sparks, The Expansion of the American People (Chicago 1900), p. 368.
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- peninsula here presents the proper basis for a separate stock. The Chesapeake
and Delaware Bays lead gently into, but certainly do not divide, our country
as they might were they of such proportions as the Red or Baltic Seas. The pious
John Jay out of this conviction wrote a paragraph in the second paper of the
Federalist: ““This country and this people seem to have been made for each other,
and it appears as if it was the design of Providence that an inheritance so proper
and convenient for a band of brethren, united to one another by the strongest ties,
should never be split into a number of unsocial, jealous, and alien sovereignties.”
The German geographer Karl Ritter has remarked that the mountain ranges
which sever people in Eurasia run along parallels of latitude, making homogeneous
and comparatively undiversified societies. But in America, where they run along
meridians, ‘“they unite and mingle peoples of different climates, and hint at the
development of a national life of far greater richness and variety than the Old
World can show.”t It is this integrity of territory made up of many parts—
E pluribus unum—with its unescapable suggestion of destiny, which has been the
theme of many a sublime oration, from those of Webster down.

It may seem that American society will soon become quite homogeneous.
The stream of immigration from across the sea, which, notwithstanding eddies
in the port towns, really does diverge throughout the land, carries strangers every-
where. The ease of change in residence to meet new opportunities for the in-
dividual encourages an unprecedented moving here and there. But sooner or
later, it may be assumed, with the more even development of the country, this
kaleidoscopic whirl will come to rest and population reach, more or less, an equi-
poise. Then we will have to study our maps again in the same old way, for sec-
tionalism, though of a kind mild and advantageous to the whole, must be the
result of geographical sections. He who would understand America of the
twentieth century, as he who studies that of the nineteenth, must learn of her
climates and her soils, and, probably, despite the airplane, her highways on the
railroad levels and the navigable rivers.

Though the geography and the history of the United States are learned
along with decimals and the rules of grammar in the elementary school, too often
the knowledge of these subjects remains as insulated in the two sealed compart-
ments of the mind. Yet in maturer years, a review, however hasty, shows clearly
their connection and how necessary is the former to an understanding of the latter.
The map that would illustrate the interests of colonial New England must include
the fishing banks of Newfoundland, the islands of the Caribbean, the Guinea
coast of Africa, and the British ports, as properly as the stern and rockbound
coast, on which, the poetess has told us, the breaking waves dashed high. When
one has traced out how food produce went from Massachusetts to the specialized

*R. E. Thompson, The Hand of God in American History (New York, 1902), p. 7.
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but they misunderstood its tendency. Through their household industries sup-
plemented by their English trade, they had before been largely independent;
the new release of energy in the mills forced them into contact with the lands
beyond the Hudson. A glance at a “wool map” would make clear how necessary
now was connection, by the long canals, with western New York and, afterward,
Ohio, whose flocks produced the fleece that the Eastern looms could turn to gold.
And more important was the new relation with the cotton kingdom, whose fleets
plied back and forth between New Orleans and Boston. As industry diversified,
a growing consciousness of poverty in mineral resources also must have chastened
any heady craving for a life apart. By manufacturing, as easily can be traced out
on a map, New England had been emancipated from itself.

Everywhere throughout the country there have flourished these sectional
antipathies, impossible to understand without the map, whether we turn to the
east and west of the old South, or north and south in the old Northwest, or to
any other state or part. The spirit has been felt in the far West, for “during
the progress of the Civil War there were frequent rumors that the people of the
isolated Pacific slope, who had for ten years in vain demanded overland com-
munication, intended erecting an independent republic.”t It was the railroad,
the bonds of steel, that finally made sectionalism no longer really dangerous to
American unity. )

Turnpikes, canals, and railroads shrunk the carth and drew its people into
contact, making possible and easy the exchange of things and thoughts. Since
culture grows with imitating new and better ways, the American life, broadened
and enriched by this communication, was leveled upward by the mutual aid of
the sturdy individualism of the Western pioneer, the habit of social and economic
organization in the East, and the dignified tradition of public service in the South.
Doubtless each patriot in the early nineteenth century thought that sectionalism
was a curse upon his country and mourned because the other sections willfully
refused to grow like his. Where an institution such as slavery was of great vitality
and yet utterly incompatible with the settled modes of living in the other areas,
the result, it is too true, was tragic, especially when one reflects that African
slavery was the easiest, but not the only possible, solution of the problems of pro-
duction in the South. But, with this exception, the diversity of culture caused or
aided by geographic difference has been beneficial. And modern communication
has fortunately not obliterated the peculiarities of sections.

Despite the sectional animosities which have raged in times now fortunately
past, the land seems formed for a great and a united people. No Italic or Iberian

Y E. E. Sparks, The Ezpansion of the American People (Chicago 1900), p. 368.
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* peninsula here presents the proper basis for a separate stock. The Chesapeake
and Delaware Bays lead gently into, but certainly do not divide, our country
as they might were they of such proportions as the Red or Baltic Seas. The pious
John Jay out of this conviction wrote a paragraph in the second paper of the
Federalist: ““This country and this people seem to have been made for each other,
and it appears as if it was the design of Providence that an inheritance so proper
and convenient for a band of brethren, united to one another by the strongest ties,
should never be split into a number of unsocial, jealous, and alien sovereignties.”
The German geographer Karl Ritter has remarked that the mountain ranges
which sever people in Eurasia run along parallels of latitude, making homogeneous
and comparatively undiversified societies. But in America, where they run along
meridians, “they unite and mingle peoples of different climates, and hint at the
development of a national life of far greater richness and variety than the Old
World can show.”t It is this integrity of territory made up of many parts—
E pluribus unum—with its unescapable suggestion of destiny, which has been the
theme of many a sublime oration, from those of Webster down.

It may seem that American society will soon become quite homogeneous.
The stream of immigration from across the sea, which, notwithstanding eddies
in the port towns, really does diverge throughout the land, carries strangers every-
where. The ease of change in residence to meet new opportunities for the in-
dividual encourages an unprecedented moving here and there. But sooner or
later, it may be assumed, with the more even development of the country, this
kaleidoscopic whirl will come to rest and population reach, more or less, an equi-
poise. Then we will have to study our maps again in the same old way, for sec-
tionalism, though of a kind mild and advantageous to the whole, must be the
result of geographical sections. He who would understand America of the
twentieth century, as he who studies that of the nineteenth, must learn of her
climates and her soils, and, probably, despite the airplane, her highways on the
railroad levels and the navigable rivers.

Though the geography and the history of the United States are learned
along with decimals and the rules of grammar in the elementary school, too often
the knowledge of these subjects remains as insulated in the two sealed compart-
ments of the mind. Yet in maturer years, a review, however hasty, shows clearly
their connection and how necessary is the former to an understanding of the latter.
The map that would illustrate the interests of colonial New England must include
the fishing banks of Newfoundland, the islands of the Caribbean, the Guinea
coast of Africa, and the British ports, as properly as the stern and rockbound
coast, on which, the poetess has told us, the breaking waves dashed high. When
one has traced out how food produce went from Massachusetts to the specialized

!R. E. Thompson, The Hand of God in American History (New York, 1902), p. 7.
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plantations of the Antilles, there making possible the staple cargoes to the Eng-
lish mills, which in their turn sent finished goods back across three thousand
miles of sea to Boston, one contemplates a great triangle of trade. Later, it is
observed, this three-cornered commerce was transferred westward to the con-
tinent itself. The farmers of the old Northwest sent raft-loads of cereals and pork
and beef down the Mississippi to the lower South to sustain the toilers who pro-
duced the cotton for the spindles by the Merrimac, whence came the calicoes,
which, slowly freighted by wagon and canal boat, were finally to clothe the
mistresses of Indiana cabins. This diagram upon an outline map reveals one
reason for the indifference to the wrongs of slavery prevalent in sections of the
northern part of the Ohio Valley, a sentiment somewhat reformed when railroads
gave the West a direct market in the Eastern towns, with possibilities of exportation.

The graphic record of migration will clearly show that the configuration of
the land, and not the man-made boundaries of states, is what marks out the areas
of settlement—why upper Illinois belongs in taste and tradition more with Wis-
consin than with “Egypt,” caught between the rivers in the southern part of that
same commonwealth; and why Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties in New
York are culturally one with Erie, Crawford, Warren, and McKean across the
Pennsylvania line. It demonstrates why the valley walled in by the ridges of the
Appalachians, rising steadily to a plateau as one journeys southward from the
Monongahela,! was settled through its length by Germans and Scotch-Irish, who,
untouched by loyalties to governments seated near the coast of their respective
provinces, became a force for nationalism.

The comparison of areas shaded to set forth the tariff votes throughout
the nineteenth century, with those which show the distribution of extractive
industry that could not well be satisfied with a home market, requires no com-
mentary, nor does that of maps which locate silver mines with those which give
the districts which supported Mr. Bryan. Then, too, the location of one’s home
is oftentimes an index as well as a conditioning influence. At a meeting of the
American Historical Association in 1917, Prof. F. J. Turner displayed some maps
designed to show how in the old Northwest the line marking the extent of the
glacier, which throughout its breadth enriched the soil with silt, likewise was the
boundary of a higher grade of literacy. The kind of men who lacked the “push”
to move out of the barren area beyond the line had not the enterprise to learn
to read and write.

The student, with a map before him, marks how the French, lured on by
easy water reaches, scattered their settlement to an exhausting thinness, while
the English were checked by obstacles of earth and man. He notices that the

1 C. H. Merriam, Life Zones and Crop Zones of the United States, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Div. of Biological Survey,
Bulletin No. 10, pp. 20-24, 30-36.
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valley of the Genesee remained a wilderness until, with Sullivan’s raid, the Troquois
were crushed. He sees the settlements to the south were, as a whole, held back
by the Alleghany ridges, which, though not high, presented a broad and shaggy
barrier to set a bound to any hasty spread until the coastal colonies, growing strong
by reason of their fertile soil and well-indented coast, could serve securely as a
base. From a military point of view the French with their communication routes
and, in the later phase, interior lines, were better placed, but the numbers from
the close-compacted English settlements finally overwhelmed them. It is true,
then, that “Nature has persistently influenced the course of man’s development.”

So numerous and so striking are the examples of this influence that one who
reads, with long and serious attention to the map, the narrative of man’s achieve-
ment, is likely to conclude that human history, like ecology, is a science which
concerns itself only with how environment conditions life growth. There have
been earnest essays to prove that all civilization is a geographic fact—* Der mensch
ist was er vsst”’—that all the hopes and fears of history are but phases of the
stern struggle for existence upon the lands and waters of the earth. Some his-
torians, like Henry Thomas Buckle, have maintained that man’s physical sur-
roundings have determined his major motives not only through his economic life,
but in what we call ssthetic, intellectual, and religious interests as well—that the
stormy climates make one superstitious, and smiling skies and placid hills hearten
man to poetry. ‘“‘In India, man was intimidated; in Greece, he was encouraged.’””

“The mountains made men free,” writes Buckle. But the answer comes
that those who would be free fled to the mountains. “It may be,” remarks Pro-
fessor Adams,? “that when England has become a memory and Holland a myth,
the advocate of geographic environment will find in the rocks and in the chilling
mists of New England the forces that created the Puritan conscience and dwarfed
his emotion.” There is danger, then, that too much contemplation of the map
may lead to a one-sided “interpretation” of history, if it is not balanced with
some common sense. The Rev. H. B. George, a brilliant student of the subject,?
remarks by way of illustration: “It has been said that the long political predom-
inance of feudal aristocracy was only possible in fairly level countries. This is
so far true that their military strength could only be effectively exerted in regions
fit for mailed horsemen to fight in. It would, however, be preposterous to at-
tribute the origin of feudalism to the influence of the plains. One has never
heard that the Mongols, who were all horsemen and came off the boundless steppes,

VH. T. Buckle, History of Civilization in England (New York, 1884), vol. i, p. 100. The influence of geographic environ-
ment over character is discussed in pp. 86-108. Other scholars have written to show that such gently rolling country as
that of Suabia and Thuringia produces artists, whereas the grandeur of the Alps seems to overpower and stunt the imagi-
nafio.n togz‘; degree that the Swiss make little contribution to the arts; see Heinrich von Treitschke, Politik (Leipzig,1897),
. D, Adams, The Power of Idolsl in-American. History (New Heven, 1919), p. x.

3 H. B. George, The Relations of Geography and History (Oxford, 1919), p. 14.
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developed any feudal ideas, or even the less barbarous Cossacks of later ages.”
“Circumstances,” says another English scholar, “can unmake, but of them-
selves they never yet made man, or any other form of life.””

Despite this caution it remains true that man cannot “be scientifically
studied apart from the ground which he tills, or the lands over which he travels, or
the seas over which he trades.” But this philosophical reason is not the only one for
setting the atlas side by side with the historical narrative. Even if one thought
as little of environment as Carlyle or Emerson, a careful study would still be in-
dispensable. Human influences, too, can be indicated on a map. Certain lines
of the Underground Railroad are seen to have run near Quaker settlements, votes
for liberty and union in the crisis of 1860 are recorded to the credit of the German
immigrants in Missouri and Illinois. The geographical distribution of the New
England conscience had something to do with the spread of anti-masonry and the
abolition movement.

Neither can the action of men be traced if one refuses to learn where they
acted. To understand the story of a war or peaceful progress, one must know
place names and have a fairly accurate sense of distances. Unless one can picture
with precision the political boundaries of colonies and states, and the location
of rivers, bays, forts, and towns, the reading of history is the mere mumbling of
words. Est locus in rebus. When in reading of the old South the student finds a
reference to the people of the piney woods of Alabama, he misses some of the sig-
nificance if he thinks that they were mountaineers. He may become confused,
in studying the expansion toward the West, if he thinks that the Cumberland
Road was built through Cumberland Gap. He will be puzzled as he reads of the
exploits of Gen. Zachary Taylor and Commodore Sloat, unless he knows that
there were two towns in Mexico named Monterey. Ie is apt to be misled in fol-
lowing Grant’s campaigns, if he-supposes Pittsburg Landing to be in southwestern
Pennsylvania. Historical facts are localized facts, and precision in this respect
is especially essential in American history, which is so much an evolution in space
as well as time.

In Mark Twain’s tale of the adventures of Tom Sawyer Abroad, the hero and
the faithful Huckleberry Finn are represented steering eastward from the Missis-
sippi in an airship. After sailing several hours they fall into a fierce contention
as to the state that they are passing over. Finn believes that by this time they
must have reached at least to Indiana, but his companion, with pity for this
ignorance, retorts that they cannot yet be past the boundary of Illinois, for, as
they look down, do they not see a stretching space of green? And in the map
book they have studied is this not the color which marks the state of Illinois?
Many students look upon a map in a fashion scarcely less absurd. When this

1R. R. Marrett, Anthropology, p. 129.
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type of student reads that Lincoln moved in 1830 from Indiana into Illinois, he
merely draws a line an inch long from a yellow state into a green one, without the
slightest effort in imagination, to visualize the little family trudging beside their
wagon on the narrow, sloughy pathway leading through the forest from one clearing
to another.

Something may be said for the old maps which pictured ships, sea serpents,
bears, woods, and houses, for they prodded up the laggard fancy to some con-
ception of the regions that they indicated. The map to have a meaning must
be regarded as a symbol. When the student, drawing in a line to mark the route
of Daniel Boone, comes to the pass through the Alleghanies, he must be forcibly
reminded of that important day in the history of America when this resolute
pioneer looked out upon a billowy sea of tree tops, with the same thrill at scanning
boundless space that must have stirred the soul of Balboa on the peak of Darien.
“I had gained the summit of a commanding ridge, and, looking round with
astonishing delight, beheld the ample plains, the beauteous tracts below.” As
later with his pencil he follows Lewis and Clark, or Captain Pike, or the dashing
Colonel Frémont, he will likewise come to feel something of what American history
has meant—if he has the type of mind to which a map can mean more than black
lines printed on white paper.

The student often looks upon map study as the dryest kind of drudgery,
wasting time which might be better used. And if map study is to degenerate,
as it too frequently does, into the mere slavish copying of meaningless lines and
colors from an atlas, such a viewpoint is In large measure justified. But that
lies with the student himself. Certainly the course of studies which accompanies
these maps is planned to serve a wider purpose. From time to time comments
are Included as suggestions in interpretation or to introduce related reading, and
opportunity is often given to set down in graphic form the statements of the
printed page, sometimes from the text and sometimes from other accessible books
or from extracts reprinted with the map directions. Generally these directions
are intended to give a sense of sequence so that the student may more truly seem
to illustrate a process, to show how this land comes into history, and how that.
In short, the maps may prove a kind of laboratory where the student may himself
discover and indicate the forces which have interplayed to make this nation.



GENERAL DIRECTIONS

HERE is one general direction of the first importance: THE FULLEST
AND MOST INTELLIGIBLE ILLUSTRATIVE MAP IS DESIRED IN EACH STUDY.
Do not content yourself with doing the things specifically directed.

The student is to provide himself with outline maps on which all data are to
be presented. Care and thought will be necessary to make the maps not only
satisfactory asthetically, but to make them intelligible illustrations as well; when
the scale of the map is considered, the wandering of a quarter of an inch may mean
an error of fifty miles or more, which sometimes is important. The student is
advised to use inks of diferent colors whenever possible, or at least to keep his
colored pencils very sharp. An advantage of using ink lining or water color for
an area is that single lines to show a route or boundary may be laid across them,
which is not true when the masses are laid in with wax pencils. The good taste
of the student must be relied upon in the placing of his color values. Satisfactory
results may often be obtained by careful cross-hatching and with lines of different
character. Lettering should always be done in neat, plain print, and, as often as
possible, imposed upon the map itself, though when this might seem to produce
confusion a key sheet may be pinned or pasted to the map.

It will be found desirable always to read through the directions before be-
ginning, so that devices may be hit upon to take care of overlapping areas before
it 1s too late.



MAP STUDY No.1

THE OLD WORLD: DISSATISFACTION WITH THE WAY TO THE INDIES
AND THE WAY TO HEAVEN

Text: Cheyney, European Background of American History, chaps. i-ii; Hayes, History of Modern
Europe, vol. i, pp. 27-28, 43-49; DBassett, pp. 24, 26-27.

Maps: Asia and Europe.

HE Way to the Indies.—The principal eco-

nomic cause of the Commercial Revolution
was the desire of the nations of Western Europe to
share in the trade of the Orient by finding new
routes to the lands of spices, silks, and gold. Long
before, the Crusades had introduced these riches
and refinements to the knowledge of the northern
barons, and a taste thus formed had grown until
they were considered indispensable. More and more
merchants were involved in the trade as the years
went on, and as the towns grew in size and number
concern as to the cheapness and safety of the
trade routes naturally grew as well. This map
study is devised to show those lines of contact
and thereby to explain the great explorations that
come after.

After reading the assignment in the text, in-
dicate on the outline map the chief localities in
which the commodities of the Eastern trade were
produced, denoting each commodity by an initial
explained in an accompanying key sheet. Trace
the route of Marco Polo’s journey, begun in 1271
at Ormuz (Map 1) and leading through Balkh,
tben the famous center of the Zoroastrian religion,
to the oasis of Yarkand, whose horses were in great
demand, and thence, through the passes and around
the deserts, over the long way to Cambaluc
(Peking). Show his return through Quinsay (now
known as Hangchow-Fu), which, impressed with
its twelve thousand bridges and three thousand
baths, he described as the finest and noblest city
in the world; then overland to Zayton (the mod-
ern Tsuan-chau), whose glossy silk, by a corrup-
tion of the city’s name, was known to Western
trade as “satin.” Then, sailing near the coasts of

Hainan, Indo-China, and the Malay Peninsula,
he reached Malacca, beyond which Chinese traders
seldom ventured. Inthese ancient towns of Peking,
Quinsay, and Zayton, for a time the Mohammedan
traders had their agencies, and, due in part to the
enterprise of missionary priests, likewise the Italian.
But about the middle of the fourteenth century,
as far as Europe was concerned, “night descended
upon the farther East, covering Cathay, with
those cities of which the old travelers had told
such marvels.” The great importance of Marco
Polo’s book was that it kept before the minds of
scholarly priests and navigators the memory that
far, far to the east was a land of fabulous riches
and teeming population. Out of that mysterious
country, of course, there continued to come bales
of silks and herbs, and trinkets wrought with in-
credible cunning, but the Westerners who read
old books could not but reflect that if some easier
road could be discovered, relations could be closer,
exchange much more convenient, and the cause
of God and man would be well served.

Show (1) two possible routes by caravan and
ship from Yarkand to Constantinople; (2) the route
of a cargo of nutmegs, mace, and cloves from the
Moluccas, or Spice Islands, to Venice, picking up
rare woods in Farther India, cinnamon at Ceylon,
pepper on the Malabar Coast, aloes and ambergris
at Socotra, and emeralds at Berenice (where the
goods were carried overland from the Red Sea
to the Nile); (3) the route of packets of jewels
from Pulicat and Calicut to Antioch, locating the
principal markets touched. Show the position in
Central India of the kingdom of Golconda, then
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