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" October 4, 1950

, Pres. by Myles J. Lane, Esq.,
Asst., U. 3. Attorney.
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WILLIAM PERTL, recalled as & witness, having first
been duly sworn by the Foreman, testified as followsﬁ ;
BY MR. LANE: |
| Q@ Now, Mr. Perl, you reallze once again that you are
under oath? A Yes, I do.
Q@ And you have the benefit of counsel? A Yes.
Q@ And you also reslize, I hope, and understand that
under your constitutional.rights you don't have to answer
; any questions which.in your opinion may tend to incriminate
or degrade you. Do you understand? A Yes, Iﬂﬁndérﬁtand th
@& Now, in yoﬁr previous app@arancesfbefOPe;tbe Grand
' Jury you testified at some length and in youriééétimony you
| said, I believe, that you did not know Julius Rosenberg.
A Yes, I believe I sald that. | ;
Q@ And do you still stand on that statemént?= A I don't
' know. I have an awareness of Ros&ﬁberg from City College
idays, so I would like --
q Well,’outside of City College days you don'ﬁ”recall

- ever having seen him? A (No answer.)

- Q@ What is the answer? A That's right; I don't recall
seeing him after City College da?s.
Q@ And when dld your City College days end? A  In 1940.
@ 19407 A Or, rether, 1938. I got my degree, my
L Master'e degree, there in 1940. My residence there ended
; in 1939.

v N Q Do you have a younger brother? A Yes, I do.
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Q@ What's hls name? A Samuel Ben jamin Perl.
Q& Was he ih the service? A He was. '

! - Q When was he in the service? A I don't know exactlyé
Q It wasvduring the war, wasn't 1t? A Oh, yes. |
Q 1t wasn't before that? A No. |

It was after December, 19417 A Yes.

£

@ Do you recall how soon after that he entered the

service? A I don't know exactly. It must have been within
two years or so.
©Q About 1943, '44? A Well, I don't know.
‘kQ And what's he doing now? A So far as_I_know, he
'is studying music in Paris. |
Q@ How old is he? A He is four years younger then my-
self. He 1s 28.
--Q And is his nsme Mutterperl or Perl? AﬁvPerl;
Q He changed it, too? The wholé family changed it?
A No. Shortly after I changed my nsme legallthe'debidad to
do ‘the same. | " '
Q Just the two in your family? Your dad &and mother
have the same name? L Yes. |
Q And the name you were born with, your mother eand
A father still retain that name? A Yes.

Q@ Just you and your brother changed it?'lA Yes.

Q@ Now, he got an honorable discharge, I assume. A Yesg.
Q And where did he serve in the Army? A Oh, various

 places here and went overseas in the European theater, I be-
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. testimony, I believe 1 do now, at least from Clty College daﬁs,

. I don't know. You mentloned previously this question of the
- party &t which he and I werse supposed to have béen present.
. I don't recall that. I can't positively deny that I was

there, for example.
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« How long was he in, altogether? A Oh, two or three

years; something like that.

@ Now, did you in 1944, accompanied by your brother --

I withdraw that. Do you know Sobell, Morton Sobell?

g A Yes, I recollect Sobell.

Q@ Well -- A Though I realize I didn't in my previous%

- Q@ You see what I mean? Every time I confront you with
something about sométhing you said before you cbme here and
you recant. A Well, + believe T menticned this the last time.

Q@ You know him from City College days?.?ﬁthes; |
»Q Did you know him after City College days? 4 Well,

-+ Q@ Do you recall being pfssent with your brother Bill =--
what's his name ; Sam? A Sam.

Q@ Sam; being with Sobell and your brother and having
dinner at the Blrd-in-Hand Restaurant? A Blrd-in-Hand
Restaurant ? | |

Q@ Yes. A With Sobell, my brother amnd I?

Q Yes, do you recall that, in 1944? A WNo, I do not,

Q Do you récall sver being in the company of your
brother and Sobell in a restaurant in New York City? ,

A I'm sorrry, I don't recall.




- in the Bird in-Hand Restaurant in 1944 or thereabouts9

| Rosenberg? A Well, I would say no definitely, but it has

‘”ﬂ?to be to the best 6f my recollection.

You said you hadn't seen him since college days, 8o ==

New York, I imagine.
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@ Do you recall being in the company of Jullus

Rosenberb and your brother Blll -- your brother Sam and Sobell

A No, I do not rﬂcall that.

Q2 Do you recall being present in the -- ever belng
present in the gpartment of Julius Rosenberg? - A ‘Ho, I do
notgrecall that. . '

Q@ Were you ever present in the apartment of Julius

Q@ Well, you should know whether you were or you weren'k.

A Well, no; then I would sey I wes not.

Q How well did you know Sobell after college days?
A Well, I don't know. o

Q@ You don't know how well you know him?-lﬁéll;fiet's
asges 1f wé can help you on that. How often didwyﬁu see him
after your college days? A Well, I must théﬁﬁaen"him
several times. v

~ G Cen you tell us where and under what circumstances?

A Well,-1I don't recall specifically. It must hgve'been in

Q@ Well, what were your relationships with him? What
was your relationship, just a friend? A Well, it céftainlﬁ
couldn't have been more than a friend.

Q Well, what was 1t? Tell us. I don't know. I'm




A Well, I wouldn't sey I was quite friendly with him,

oral cmversation, what would you talk to-him about;“what

New York for the specific purpose of seeing Sobell. '

~ is that right? A Yes.

Virginla at the NACA laboratory there.
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just asking. A Well, at school he was a class-mate and
aipng with all -- various other class-mates that I went to
lodge meetings and so on I to some extent kept'in touch withg
him afterward.

Q Well, in what menner did you keep in touch with him?
A Well, 1t was elther by correspondencs onr ocqasional per-
sonal contact, or both.

s In othér words, you were quite friendlj,with’him?

v What was the correspondence about? A'~it may not
have been direct correspondence.

@ ‘"mat would the perscnal conversation be-ébout, the

would the meetings be about? A Oﬁ, just»generai,‘sdcial
naturé. . "v |

#@Q I thought you said you weren't friendlyﬁﬁiﬁh*him.
A Well, these meetings, I don't know; I can'tffécallispeci--

fic meetingé. In other words; L can't reeall~¢bﬁing to

Q@ Well, let's take it slowly. You graduaﬁed in 1939;
Q@ And he graduated the same year. WNow, after that

where did you go to work? A I went to Langley Field in

Q And where did Sobell go? A I don't know.

Q Well, did you correspond with him that first year
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out of ccllege or did you see him soclally or otherwise?
A I don't remember.

Q How about 1940; did you see him at all in 1940 or
did you correspond with him? A I don't remember.

Q How sbout 19417 A Well, I had made various visits

| to New York in that period.

Q Dld you see him thent A I might have seen him
in that pericd in New York. | o
=@ But you don't recall whether you did or not?
A No, 1 do not.

i iHow often would you see him during the courss of a
year? A Well, if Isew him at all it would certainly not
be more than two or three times. | '

~Q And how often would you correspond Withﬂhim in the
“course of & year? A Well, as I say, I don't know if I
corresponded ﬁith him personally at all; but it ﬁou1d cer-
tainly have been no more than ons or two lettérs, if I did;

Q Well, do you recall ever sending him a’iétter?
A Yo, I don't. This israll sort of slightly hypothéfical
to me. The point 1s, I have a recollection of him. |

”er You don't recall -- I don't quite understaﬁduyoﬁ..
You say this is hypothetical. This is not hypothetibhl.
This is actual. I'm looking for facts, not for hypotheses.
A Well, I just dom't remember these spécific facts that
youvare,askihg me. | :

4 I'm asking you if you ever sent him a letter all the
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He might have visited me. I dm't kmow whether he knew

‘he possibly probably did.

cnce at any place outside of New York, Try to:breakfﬁt
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% time you knew him. A& I might have.

Q Well, don't you know? & No, I dam't.

@ Well, when you came to New York did you see him on
those occaslions ~ Sobell? A I might have. I have no specii
fic recoollection of sseing him.

Q@ Do you recall ever staying at his‘place or him puttihgé
you up for the night? A No, certainly I1'do not ' recall that, 1

-~ Q Did he ever visit you? A No. I don't know how |

these meetings occurred, if they did, end to what extent.
where I was staying or not. If I corréspondedhwith him

Q Well, if he sver visited you I think you would recall
it, wouldn't you? A Well, I wouldn't know. I éan réally
say 1 don't recall that. |

m>Q Well, let's bresk it down further. Did he ever
vislt you any place outside of New York? A Né.

=7Q  You dom't recall that? A No, I don't.

+ Q Cen you definitely say he didn't? A Well, as
definite as all my previocus testimony. | |

Q Well, that's not very definite. A Well, this 15’
all very long ago. ’ '

Q@ I understand; but I'm just in hopes that-you‘ban

tell me yes or no whether he actually vislted you at least

down cutside of New York, now. 4 ILet's see; I[Waé”%t




| tioned since you got out? A Yes.

' have been together on merw than one occa51on9
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; Langley Field and then in Cleveland.

Q@ And fhose are the only two places you have been sta-

Q Didle ever visit you at any of those places?
A I Wou&d say definitely no.
- @ Did he ever write to you while you were in Cleveland;
A 1In Cieveland? No. I'm pretty sure he didn't wrote to me.
Q@ Did his wife write to you while yoﬁ were in Cleveland?
A No. | ; '
Q@ Do you know William Danziger? 4 Yes, I remember
Daﬂziger.b ” |
'Q Do you remémber him from college? A Yes, L remember
him from college.
Q@ Do you remember him after college? A5_Wéll;&aga1n
I don't know if -- I may have met him severélﬂti@ésyﬁfter
college, but 1t must have been pretty soon'affer‘cdiiege.‘

'Q Well, isn't 1t a fact that you and Danziger end SobeLl

JUROR: Excuse me, Mr. Pesrl. May I intefject?
You know, you are not making a very good impreséion on
this Jury. You have got to be less evasive. A men
of your memory can remember more specifically. .Now,
answer speclfilcally.

THE WITNESS: I'm trying to be as spécificlaé I ﬁan.

Now, I knew both Sobell end Danziger. As to where I

was with them both at eny one tlme, I cannot remember.
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It might be so. It could not have been very long
after 1939.
Q Were you ever with Sobell and Rosenberg on any dne
\'occasion after 1939 at any meeting at all? A Well, no, I
do not remember any such meeting. This party you mentloned
to me the last time might have occurred. I don't recall
that mrty. I certainly‘recall no other occasion.
Q@ You say you recall ssing Rosenberg at that party?
A T believe in my previcus testimony you =sked me about é
party at which they were supposed to havse beén‘present along
with myself.
© Q@ And your answer was what? A That 1 did not recall
that party or being at it.
Q And you also stated, you sald today tb?t you never
 saw~Rosanberg after -- yoﬁ never kneerosenberé‘éﬁ
A Yes, after Clty College days, anyway. |
Q And you saild you were not with him on any occasion,
on any occasion, after you graduated from City College, you
never spoke with him; that's what you testified to.
A Yes; I can't recall any such occasion.
| THE FOREMAN: Dia youkhaﬁe sny correspondence with
Sobell when you were at Langley Fiald?
THE WITNESS: Well, I might have. You see, I
recall corresponding with various people from my

graduating class. As to whether I mentioned him in a

letter or corrssponced with him cirectly, I couldn't say.
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with esnybody? A Yes, I think I did.

JUROR: You say you recall corréépéﬁdiﬁg ﬁi£h
various peopls from your graduating class. Could you
recount who scme of those people are? |

THE WITNESS: Well, I think that Joei Barr was one§
of them end, let's see -- och, I couldn't say any other %
nemss at the moment. ‘
Q@ Dl1ld you ever have a disbussion about peégatrics with

enybeody? A Pediatrgcs?
Q@ Yes. A That I don't remember at thé mbment, I'm

not quite sure what pediatrics means.

Q Well, did you ever discuss the bringing up of childrer

Q@ You think you did? A Yes.
- & Do you have sort of a hobby on that parﬁicular sub-
jecty A VNo. ”,;

Q Where did you have this discussion about bringing
up children; do you rscall where it was? 4 Né,fi don't.
Q@ But you do recall having such a conversatian?

A It's the sort of thing I would discuss about with people.
- @ Why would you discuss 1it? TYou arse a bachelor, arent

you? Isn't it rather odd that you discussad;thét subject,

unless you are a sclentist - brinéing up children?

A I think I would ténd to discuss the theory of anything;

and that is a theory'of bringing up children and it's an

interesting theory to me.

JUROR: Would you remember where ybu end Joel Barr
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agreed on some formula or theory about the bringing up §

of children on an occasion?

THE WITNESS: No, I don't remember any such par-
ticular asgreement on that subject.

Q But you do discuss this subject quite a bit, don't
you; 1t's one of your hcobbiss? A Well, not especially.
There gre lots of other subjects I discuss. But that sounds
like a subject 1 would diéeuss.

Q@ Well, have you discussed it? 4 Yes, I have.

Q Very often? & No, not very often; occasionally.

JUROR: Mr. Lene, could you get a little idea
of his philosophy on that? |
MR. LANE: Sure. | |
JUROR: Waat is your theory on bringing up childreh?
‘Just briefly, roughly, hit the high‘points;_g |
THE WITNESS: Well, I think they should be taught
- o understand things rather then to feactvtémperament-
ally. They should be taught sound ethicaljﬁriHCiples,
preferably by example. That sort of thtng.’ And they
should be taught to know things from the importance of
- knowing things snd understanding. How all that 1s to
be done I don't know, actually, but that's the géneral
idea of my philosophy as to what direction they should
be turned in.
MR. LANE: Can we adjourn this?

THE FOREMAN : 11 right; you are excused.

- © [WITNESS EXCUSED J - . i






