. US v. Morton Sobell
. December 14, 1950
Presented by Myles J. Lene, Esq.,
Asst. U. S. Attorney.

a1l . ... ... Belock __ __ , .

- HARRY D, BELOCK, celled as a witness, having
| first been duly sworn by the Foreman, testified ae
follows:
BY MR, LANE:
Q Mr, Belock, whset is your home address?
A 7829 22ist Street, Bayside, Long Islend.
Q And your telephone number? A HOllis 5-0013.
Q& And what is your business address? A 1hth Avenue
end 112th Street, College Point.
Q And do you have some neme of the compaﬁy? A Yes;
Belock Instrument Corporation, |
Q Ahd how long has thet been in existence? A About
§ a month. |
; Q@ Now, you ere married, are you? A Yes.
¢ Any children? A Two,
Q@ And how old are you? A The girl is eight and the
boy is four.
Q@ How 0ld ere you? A Forty-three,
Q@ Now, where did you go to school, Mr, Belock?
A I went to grammer school in Brooklyn, then went to Brooklyn
Prep for a while; I went %o Pratt Institute, nights.
Q And you zre an engineer? A Not by degree, but by
exemination by the State of New York, licensed professionsal

engineer,

£

3 Now, were you in the service? A During the war

I wee employed as chief of the fire control and radar sectioﬁ,

i
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; went into industry and cerried on development work there.

| believe. Yes, the company -- Reeves is Just six years old.

thet we used to call the dsta cqntrol gection, at Cemp Evans;
Q Camp Evans? A At Belmont, New Jersey. |
& Now, you were connected with the Reeves Instrumsnt
Corporation az while back, weren't you? A Yes, sir.
& When did you first become assoclated with Reeves?
A I sterted with Reeves Instrument -- it wes not Reeves
Instrument; 1t was Hudson Americen when I went into it. I
started Jjust a 1ittle before the end of —- D-Day -~- the

European war wes pretty well over and they released me out

of the labratories and I felt that I could do better if I
So it wses I think -~ I left Camp Evans in October, ‘44, I

% And you went in es what; vice president? A No. I
Just went in on a handshake. And when Claude Neon toock it
over I became executive vice-president and general manager.

@ Now, were you born in New York City? A Yes, sir,

Q How long hsasve you -~- no; I'11l ask you this: As
executive vice-president and general meneger of the Reeves

Instrument Corporation what were your duties? A Well, I

ot

ves in charge of 211 the englneering, =ll the production,

2]

.

11 of the development, &ll of the design; beczuse when we
gtarted the thing there were just about six of us and we
developed ,ourselves, and designed most of the equlpment we
did et the time.

Q@ 4£nd 4id you have charge of the employment, too?
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A Yes, I hed all the engineering and for quite a while I
hired e11 the men in the shop.
Q@ Now, did you know this men Elltcher? A I met Max

Elitcher when I sterted st Reeves, I met him up at the Bureau

of Ordnance.
2 And di4 you hire him? A Yee, I did.
Q Is he a conmpetent engineer? A Max is very competent.
I hired him from the knowledge he had in naval ordnance work;
Q Now, this Morton Sobell; how long heave you known him?
A I knew Mort back from the deys a2t Camp Evans. I was
assigned to do a certain job by the War Department, I wes
supposed to meke a survey on certein equipment used in fire
control and in rader. I went up to see Sperry, G. E. and
Bell lLebs-~~Bell Lesboratories, rather. I went up to the
eero-marine division where I saw -~ I think 1t was his
officer. We called him "Tiny" Fink; as a matter cf fact, I
% don't even remember his first name. And he brought Mort dow@
» from the lab up on the roof end we were talking about these
| Gifferent projects. As things went along -- we designed a
job at Cemp Evans for the Air Force and it Just heppened that
Mort Sobell was assigned to do the job. Things went along.
I 4id not see Mort or hesr of him until I brought in Sid Godet
who lster took Dr. Fink's job who Mort worked for. Godet |
ceme with me and then things got & little pressing and we
sterted looking for engineers and we knew of Sobellis capa-

- bilities and Mort came down from Schenectedy, welhad a talk
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and we came to an agreement, and then and there Sobell went

to work for Reeves.

‘)

@ And what did he start a2t, do you recall? A I think:
Mort started sbout six thousand to gixty-five hundred; it |
| was in there Some plece, in between,

Q Now, 4id he recommend Max Elitcher? A No, he did
not. The story of Maex Elitcher is thls: Mex worked up at |
the Bureau and he was up there for guite a while, long afteré

V=g Day, end we had this one system that we developed with |
Dr., Draper of M, I. T. Meanwhile Max Elif{cher was working

on another fire control system which was developed by M .I; T.

the section known as radiation laboratory; he was the proj-

. ect englineer for the Bureau of Ordnance in the sireralt
fire control section. Well, the systen was'pretty well
finished eand develbped, it wes going out to sea and was
% being produced, and when anything goes into production at
i‘the Bureau of Ordnance the; sutomatically take it out of
the research and development group and bring 1t down to the
production group. We were very anxious to see this system
which we had developed with Dr. Draper get gs far as it
could possibly get. Max Elltcher, knowing Navy projects
and knowing Nevy procedure, and so forth, I approached him
" to come with me. He did not spproach me; I spproached him,
Q When was that? A Gee, I forget the date.
& Roughly. A I think Max was with us for about two

and a half yeers. 1It's within thet vicinity. I don't know f
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. with Mort Sobell until conversation came up with Elltcher

if it's two or two and & half years. It's sround there,

; possibly less. Well, I went up to his section head -- or,
; né; I told Max to see his séction head;.who was Commander
E Mustin, U, 8. N, -- he was an Annapolis graduate -- and I
- told him to tell Mustin that if it was all right with him,

as

f I was going to teke Max and put him on/e project engineer

- on this new system that we cell gunner --

Q What was his neme; Mustin? A Commander Lloyd Mustin.

§ And we agreed. As a metter of fact, I don't think I even
% spoke to Lloyd esbout 1t any more. I think Lloyd went out
. to sea. But it was agreed between Elltcher end myself that

' he finish up whet he had to do at the Bureau before he ceme in.

Q4 Now, as fsar as you know, were Sobell and Elitcher -~2

- were they friendly? A Well, they lived close by each other.

I don't know how friendly the y were at the Buresu. As a

nmetter of fact, I didn't even know Elitcher went to school

f one day and Mort saying, “Well, Mex and I went to school,®
% As 2 matter of Tact, 1t Just hsppens that a lot cf the boys

et Camp Evans happened to be in the same class with Mort, I

believe, et C. C. N. Y.
4 Do you know any one of them that were their cless-
metes? A Well, I juet remembered, since Sem Levine told me,

Sem was e classmate of his. I think Aaron Coleman was, down

et Camp Evans, wes & classmate of his.

¢ Sam is outside? A Yes. There was one other one; I |
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j We couldn't commit{ anybody that -- and never tell him that

- haé been with us gquite & while and the last thing I had

think Johnnﬁ Ruze; he‘is up, I think, et Harvard now. [
Q Teli me, did you ever visit the Sobells or the

Eiitchers soclally? A No. I hed very little to do with

anybody in the plant, soclally. |
Q@ Now, did you know thet sbout two years ago Sobell

was the subject of investigstion by one of the Government
agencies? A Yes, 1 did. As e metter of feaet, I wes one
of the few people that did when the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation came up, by the way, The way I knew about it ig, wher

[

we put through a PSQ form —-
| THE FCREMAN: What's that?

THE WITNESS: A personnél security dquestionnaire.
A (Cont'g) We had 2 letter back that he was -- there wes
some doubt of his clearance -- I don't remember the exact
wording -- and we tried to find aut what it was about. A4And,
generelly, when we got back anything in any doubt sbout

thelr security, 1T it wes necessary we had to let him go.

it was due to their clearance that we had to let him go.
But tre way we used to avproach the thing -- if the person

went about their work, you Jjust couldn't up up end fire him.

I mean, you would bresk the morale of the place. So the
only excuse we had wes that their clearesnce just hedn't

come through es yet. But in the cese of Mort Sobell, he

ever suspected was hls security, because he was up at
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. Hank Aldrich, end possibly -- we call everybody by nicknames;

- I forget the first name -- there might have been possibly

. man came up end he told me about it he says, "What do you

~ want to do sbout it?" I said, "Look," I says, “the man has

General Electric, in the zero-marine division,‘for 80 many
years, working on the same eguipment we have, which is gun '
Tire control equipment. Some of it is secret, some of it noé.
I mean, most of it is every-day fire control work that you ]
could read in mageazines or books. Then the Federal Bureau

of Investigstion came up snd they brought the thing up to

- me there. There wss one other person -- there were very

few in the plant that knew about it except this fellow §

i

someone else., Well, when this Federal Buresu of Investigetion

a lot of cepebilitles. He is very intelligent. He is

errogant. I have no trouble handling him." And I didn'st.

I mean I could -~ %o me,‘he would always listen. I says,
iTf you let him out of here, if he 1s guilty he can do you
more harm then he can do you good,* I said, "What the men
don't know isn't worth while knowing." The jobs he was
working on, the projects he was working on at Reeves might
heve been classified "Secret' and any engineer thatt!s been
in the éame type of business, we would have no trouble
imgining such & system. I meen, it might not be with the
finesse that we did, but 1it's just like building two cars:
You get & Chevrolet and & Cedillec; you could seli either

car. If you want the better one, you'll get the Cadillsc.
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% So I talked to him for sbout two hours. I said, "Why don't
~we leave him in the plant here snd just keep him under sur-

- veillance? If he mekes & move, you've got him."

Q Do you remember who the Agent wes? A No, I don't.

- There were three of them.

Q Wes it 2 big fellow? A I think it was the tall chaﬁ.

Q Schroder? A To tell you the truth, I don't remembef
the name., Well, the conversation ended by him saying he |
would like me to meet nis boss, end he thought I hed some
good ideas to the effect of how to watch the man. I says,
#If you take him out of here you'll never know anythiﬁg."
Well, things went 2long for ebout a year, I believe, a year

end a half; end for & person working -- there was nobody

who worked harder than Sobell, nobecdy had so much energy.
Q Well, did you ever exprees an opinlon whether you

thought Sobell belonged to the Communist Perty? A No, +

‘never talked sbout those things.,

Q@ Did you ever suspect that he 4id belong? A No, 1
never hed sn idea of that untii this situation came up at
the time when we héd trouble with hie clearance, \
@ Well, now, did Sobell ever remark to you that he was

working under & terrific streinr and he felt his nerves

- would crack? 4 No/ He wes working with this engineer

from Wetson Lebretories, which ie an Air Force leboratory,
and. the only thing he complained about was that 1t was pretty

tough getting slong with thie project engineer,
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Q But he never said thet he was nervous? A No. The
conly time I ever hed ahy inclination of him bfeaking down --
é as & metter of fact, he took e two weekes vecatlion &t one time
§ and I told him to teke an extra week because we were pushing
j pretty hard et this job. Why, I don't know. They Just
- wanted to get it out. And none of us ever saw any exceptiona

need for the thing except that it wae a commitment and every-
é tody tried to meet 1it.
" Q What was he working on the lefter part of June?
; A He worked on the same Jjob, the Alr Force Job. He was
cleered by the Air Force.

Q When was he cleared by the Alr Force? A Reeves
| hae the ricord. I%t was o letter thét the Alr Force?i%eareﬁ
' him for confidentiel work, |

Q He wee cleared. Are you cure of that? A I'm almost

certain. I sew the letter. The letter is in the file. |
JURCR: Mr, Lene,“Confidential® is e very low
esteblished -- |
THE WITNESS: It goes through three: ‘“Cenfiden-
tiel," “Secret' and “"Top Secret.®
JURCR: That'e whet I meen.
THE WITNESS: We had the top-secret work at the
plent.

Q YConfidentiel' would bé termed zec routine?

1

A Well, almoet everything you do, unless iit's a —-- top-

secret is what you call phenomenel; somethlng you sare lodkiné

i
i
1
I
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for znd never hope to find.
& But they cleared hiﬁ in Reeves for secret work, toog

I think, didn't they? A That's right. |
Q But he wasn't cleared for secret? A I think it

wag "Confidentiel® or "8ecret.," The thing could be oheckedi

very easily, because the 1etter g in the files at Reeves.

o Well, we'll check that. A Whatever the job called;
for, that's what he was cleared Tor. |
Q Wes the job that he was working on at the end of
June cleared up? A& The job was absolutely completed except
for two small parts of the system which still isn't cleesred

up until today, because he worked on 1t and he wes being
pressed by this other job, I mean the main part of the Job,
and we had some trouble getting some of the equlipment from
the Alr Force essigned to us %o try this thing out. As a

matter of fact, it's still being worked on till today.

Q Now, a&s I understend it, you invited Sobell to come
to New York to work for Reeves; is that correct? 4 Thet's
right, |
| Q And you say that you never hasd any indicaetion or
reason to believe that Sobe}l weas Communistic? 4 I nevef déd.

Q@ Did you ever tell anyone that? A I never -- well,z
after he wes taken out -- not even after he was teken out.
When I heerd sbout 1% I wesn't even convinced then that the
man wag Communistic. As a metter of Taet, I approached the

FBI this way end I think this is why we decided, as a matier
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of fect, to leave him there. At the time that -~ there mighé
have been zny tendency to be & member of the Commuﬁist Partyé
I think everybody in the country will remember it wes quite (
g fad, I remerked I used to go through the park with the

children and there would be & girl 14, 15, 16 years old with%
somebody talking about the Perty. It was & tremendous -~ |
1t was & tremendous swing quite & few years ago., I remember%

while I wes out in Celifornis people talked ebout the Party,

. “the Party." And et the time things started -- I told the
; FBI men, I says, "At the time that things started getting b
pressing about the Communist Party & lot of people have

changed their mind snd meybe dropped it. Maybe some of them
§ kept on thinking that way." I sa2id, "'"hat weas in his ming,
| I didn't know, I hed no inclination that the man would ever

é be involved with the Communist Party.® But as I put it te

E the Federzl Bureeu of Investigation, "I wouldn't put it ;
E past enybody to, et thet certain pericd of time, for any-
| body to try to slide over to the Communist Party.*!
: § How about you? You never did? A Oh, they =zent me
e psper one day. I told them if they didn't stop sending
it I would get the FBI efter them,

Q What was that, the Daily Worker? A4 No. I think
it wes & Lebor wveper.

4§ Dia Sobell ask for z veacaticn during June of 15507
A 1 don't remenber,

o You don't recell he ever asgked you for 1it? A4 No,
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4 Did he ;ndicate thet he was sick or needed a vaca- 7
tion, or enything like theat? A No. The only indlcation I t
ned that he cracked up wes that -- I went to see the P. G&. Aé
golfl tournament &% Columbus -- | |

Q When wes thet? A I know it was the week he left
the plant,

@ Thet would be June or July -- June of 1950, |
A Probsbly yes. I'm trying to recall the date. But it wasg
during when I went to see the P. G. A, tournament with Al |
Culcel of Fresh Meadows. When I ceme back I found a letter
on the desk and I opened it up and there was & very fine
letter from Mort end he said he wes taking a little veca- |
tion, his nerves sort of let loose, and he will be back in |

a few weeks and then he will decide what's what, Well, I

just put the letter on the desk and forgot about it.

Q@ was the letter postmarked in some way? A 1% was
postmarked, but I 4didn't even look at 1t. It was written
out in longhsend, |

Qg Wee it sealed? A OCh, yés.

Q And whet sort of peper was 1t on? 4 The funny thing
is, I remarked ebout the peper. It was just some -- an. |

ordinary plece of writing paper with the blue lines on 1%,

gomething & school child would write a letter on to her
mother from sgchool., I'11 admit one thing: It looked like
g letter thet weas written in en ewful hurry. And sfter I %

got the letter, I don't think 1t wae an hour later when I ;

e e A A s At eSO
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§ Because -- I remembered very cerefully I had put 1t under

é my blotter and knowing the case —- I dldn't know; I Just

g hed & hunch -- I'm very psychic a2t timeg -- that something
| might come up end I would want this letter. 4And I Just

? couldn't find it. I turned through the desk inside out and
: I just couldn't find that letter; end I have & pretty good

- file eystemn,

.

o
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| ssked my secretery to call Sobell's house &nd cee if he was
- sick, because generelly if &ny of the boys ere sick or any-
' thing I wanted to know whet was the matter with them; if

; they needed any help, try to help them out in some way.

- Well, the girl told me that she geot no‘answer. So I weﬁt

: in %o Elitcher and I said, "Look, Mex, when you go home at
; night take & welk over and see how Xort is." Well, I just
% couldn't figure out thet if I got a letter todey if the man
§ wes sick end he left so soon. Well, HMax Qent,over and he

§ came back and he says, "There ies nobedy home.® So I seaid,

? "Well, I guess he went eway for a few weeks," And that's

g where we let the thing set. As & matter of fact, I went

E back to look for the letter for the FBI. I couldn't find it.

Q Well, now, to the Dbest of your recollection, what
did the letter say? A It wess very short, it was about two
peregrephs long. That he had felttired and that he wented
to teke e trip or teke & vaecetion for 2 while, that>his

nerves had cracked up, that the job was in pretty good shape

ag far es he knew; which I egreed with him, except for the

[
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one plece which I told you about. That wes pretty well
finished, eccording to his mind, end the boys working for

him knew how to finish it; #nd thet he would see me in &

few weeks and then decide what to do, _ P
JURQOR: fThe stemp on the envelope didn't attract %
you in any way? |
THE WITNESS: No. ‘ %
THE FCREMAN:; Did you show this letter to Hax?
Dié Maex see this letter?
THE WITNESS: No, nobody saw the letter.
G Did your secretery see 1t? A Well, she didn't
see 1it, because all she did was put the envelope -- gave me
the mail in the mornihg.
Q She must have seen the letter. A Oh, she didn't
open 1t.
Q Buﬁ che muet heve seen the letter. A She probably
did see 1it, |
Q Whet wes her name; Adler? A No. Grace Daniels.
Q Who? A Mrs., Grace Deniels, She was the first !
person that started with me when I started with Reeves
Instrument.
BY THE FOREMAN:

Q

v

But you Adid tell Mex you 4did receive 2 letter?
4 Ch, yes. I looked at the letter and I went over to
¥Mrs. Daniels znd I seid, "Do you mind cealling up?"® I seid,

*I want to call Mort, see how he feels, end see 1f there lis

-
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7 enything I cen do." And then I told Max, "It's funny, if
the man is sick, that I can't get him on the phone."
BY MR, LANE:

& Well, was the letter written in lead pencil or ink?
A T think it wee written in ink, 1f I remewber.

G Wes it on lined, notebook paper? A It was on --
it looked to me like 2 shorthand ped.

Q Lined? A Yes, lined papef.

Q And whet sort of en envelope? A Just an ordinary
envelope,

Q Stamped envelope or -- A No, I-don't remember.
I never looked et the stamp.

Q Well, you could tell if it wes = foreign stamp.
A yell,  don't xnow. I have looked 2%t a lot of foreign
stemps in my 1life, but that didn't look like one to me.
I'11l tell you why I look at foreign stamps. I heppen to be
2 radio emateur and I get cards from &1l over the world,
and this boy scross thé_street from me has a maniz for
collecting stampé; g0, when the stamp looks like it's some-
thing he 1llkes, I tear it off.

Q@ So we can probebly sssume 1t was & United Stsates
gtamp on there? A It probably waé.

£ Because otherwise you probably would have torn it
off. & YWell, if it wes & Toreign stemp, it would heve hit
me pretty fast; becauss the foreign etampe, I'1l teli you,
generally ere larger stamps than the Americen stamps, I be-

lieve, 1n some cases, end this didn't look unusuel tome, . . .
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and it 4idn't look likelan airméilnstamp and 1t wasn't a
gpeciel delivery stamp, because ﬁhe only lerge stamps I know
in this country when you can't get one lerge value stamp
you get 2 series of gtamps; so the only large stamp I know
',is an airmall stemp or a special dellvery stamp.

% Now, did you hear anything from Sobell from thet
time on? A I never heard s word,

‘@, Have you talked to him since? A No.

Q Have you communiceated with him in eny way? A Hise
wife called at the office one day, by the way.

Q How long ago? A I think it wes & few weeks after
he was brought back from lexico.

Q Did you talk with her? A And I didn't talk %o
her, for the simple reasson was I wes tied up with some Navy .
ofTicers. |

& Did she tell you whet she wanted? A No. I asked
the girl to ask her what she wanted, but she said she

would cegll bsack,

G Hes anyone gotten in touch with you for Sobell, Hs
lawyer or enyone? # Ho. If they did, it wouldn't do them f
&ny good, because I wouldn't talk to them.

Q@ Did he say in the letter that he was going to any
perticuler place for a vecation? A No; Jjust taking a trip.f

Q He didn't say when he would be back? A I remember |

distinetly he sa2id he would be beck in s few weeks,

& He ss8id that 1in the letter? A Yes,.
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4 Now, did you report thst to snybody? A& Wo, I did not.

2 ¥Well, how do jou take care --'how did you také care |
of thinge like that? A Well, I wes going td walt to see
what happened, say for ebout ten days, if I found out where
he was and then get a2hold of Aldrich downstairs, who took‘
cere of a1l ocur securlity with the dovernment. And how 1t
got out, I don't know; but Aldrich, es & matter of fact,
knew ebout 1t, because Aldrich came up to me.

Q Knew about what? A Knew about Sobell leaving. ;
. As e metter of fact, some of the boys remsrked to me that !
% he left so éuddenly. And I ecked one particular engineer
é 1T ne hed seen Sobell and he said, "Yes. He looked pretty
% bad. He looked like his nerves were pretty well shot.®
S0 I spoke to Aldrich, I ssid, "Let's wait to see what !
% happens, for about ten days or so énd," I said, "then we'll
% do ag you suggest. We!'ll just have to go to the FBI, or
%whoever it is, to notify them that Sobell is no longer hére.@
Q Well, d4id you notify the clerk that Sobell was on th&
%sick list or vacetion? A Well, the enginesrs, you never 7
notify the sick leave. We ran an organization in this
~manner; that en engineer knew of no hours there, end I have
had engineers there who were in the hospitel for a month,
gick for three, four, five weeks; they always gotpaid.

Q Well, did you inform Sobell's supervisor? A I was
- Sobell's supervisor.

% I see. And did you report the absence to snyone?
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' A I didn't heve to report it to anybody, because I ran the

plant. The only one I talked to about it, I bellieve, was !
Aldrich. And he wes very -- I'11l tell you thetruth; hé was
pretty impetient about revorting it tothe FBI. And I felt
this way: Instead of going in end trying to make a mountain,
out of s small molehill, give it at least ten days, two
weeks; see what happens. You Jjust can't go out eand start
propsganda to an orgenization with a thousand people and.

start gossip and rumors going.

Q Well, what did Aldrich say? A Well, he agreed with

me, Ve never talked about things et length, because the

yless it was talked about the thing the better the situation %

was, for the simple reason is this: That 1f you start
spreading gossip about things like that, the place gets in
an uproar,

Q& Well, what I'm getting at, to sort of pin-point thisé
a little better: Did Aldrich tell you that he suspected |
Sobell of anything? A Well, Aldrich couldn't tell me he
suspected 3obell of anything because Aldrich knew as much
about Sobell as I 4id end et times he probably knew more,
because I got most of my information there for o while from
Aldrich, beceuse -- I told the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion Aldrich was the men they should contact, because 1f —-
for any clesrance in the plsce, everythlng went through |
Aldrich. After he left the personnel develooment, if there

wes eny clearence thet ceme in for s person --
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Q Well, you ﬁay recall that you szid Aldrich wes

1mpetienf to tell the FBI immedistely that Sobell wag --

A Well, he wag impstient in this form: where he came up

2nd sa2id, "Do you think we should notify the FBI now?!
I seys, "No. Letts weit & while.¥

‘Continued by I FG)

o T
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December 1k, 1950
’ Belock
Re; Morton Sobell

(Mr., Lane) |

% Well, &1¢ he give you sny reason as to whj
he wented you tu notify the F. B. I. right away?v A Well,
he knew he was under sufveillahce; we both knew,

& Here is what I am getting at: Here is & man
who lea'ves, and he is gone, apparently, with his little
notification - - he isn't home - - he 1s supposed to be
sick, and he disappesrs suddenly; and Aldrich 1s anxious
%o tell the F, B. I. that he 1s gone, Now, what I am get-
ting at is, why the anxiety of Jjust one engineer missing?
A Well, for the simple reason = - I think I can figure

After all,
out Aldrich's viewpoint on the things /We were ninety-eight
percent Government in the plant, ané we worked pretty close
with the F, B, I. on this particulsr thing, and there were
some other things up there that éidn't pertain to anybody
in the Communist Parfy; and I think his view was thst the
fester we told the F; B. T. the better position Reeves
Instrument would be in,

Q@ You say that the less you tolé the F, B, I, -
& He figured that the faster we told the F, B. I, the
better position the compeany would be in,

% Now, Mr, Belock, what was Aldrich's job there?
A Aldrich took cere of most of the Navy communications,
and all the security.

Q@ Whet wes his Job there - wes he & mansger, or
what?i A No. He was down in the sales department, and

he was an sdministretor. How Aldrich came into the company

/

-
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he was a Lieutenant-Commesnder in the Nevy, as & Navel In-
spector et Ford Instrument, representing the Bureau of
Oranance - - 4
< Whet did you sey you did with that letter?
A I placed 1t under my blotter. I remember that very dis—é
tinctly. |
W You don't remember having destroyed it, or |
thrown 1t away? A No. I destroyed the envelope) that I |
remember, '
L Q@ Wae there any reasson for that? A No - juet
§ a8 8 matter of habit, I still do it today.
| Q But you can't account for the letier, as to
g where it diesappeared to? A I remember distinctly thet

wh en the Federal Buresu of Investigation ceme up and wented

H
£

| the letter, I went and looked under the blotter, and I went
through some folders I hed on that desk, because I have
hed paspers on that desk for years., You could find every- |

thing, from a screw driver to everything I had written

back in the War Depertment - -
| Q@ Now, Mr. Belock, was thies Sobell matter of
absence handled in the same wey you hendle all other mat—
ters of thet type? A Thet's right,
9 There was nothing unususl about 1t? A Nothing
unusual, 1
«“ Do you recsll seeing Sobell at work on June

16, 19507 A If I eeid I &id I would be a liar, The
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~only time I saw Sobell in the plant was when I wanted to |

S B

get something done, or we nad somethiing to talk about,
I cen tell you, on this particul&r>project he was on, we
talked to each other duite & few times e day, over the
'phone,

«“ Well, do you recall seeing him et his home or

et work on either June 15 or 1lé6th - -~ that 1s Thursday or

-

Friday? A It would be pretty hard to remember, If you ru
e plent with a thoussand people, and you know most of the
people as well as I did, I could Just as soon sey “es'" as

"no, " beceuse 1f I walk through the plant - - I am trying

{ to say how hard it is to remember if I saw him or not at

,‘ that time, |

; Q This letter that you receivsd, was thet re-
ceived some time after Sobell had departed, or wasg it the
first day thet he was miesing? A I don't know, for the
simple reason that I know that Sobell wees in the plant the
day bhefore 1 left for Columbus,

& Sobell was in that plant the déy before you
left for Columbus? A That's right; before I left for
Columbus, Chio.

% And that was 5n a weekend? A I know it was
or a weekend because Al Culcel got into Columbus, I believe
it waes, & Wednesday night, and we went to see the tourna-
ment Thursday, and we saw the tournament Fridsy, and we

were suppocsed to leave on & five o'clock plane end the
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plane didn't leave untll about two o'clock in the morning.;
|

% And you got in Sunday? A No, we got in |

early Sunday morning,

Q@ And vou were back at work on Monday? A Tha@'s

right.

< And that is when you found the note? A That!

S,

right.
% And when you left for the tournament, Sobell
wae there? A That's right; he was working.
A JUROR: Was he the only man under sur-
veillance at that time?
Q@ Were there any others under surveillence at §

I
that time? A Well, Max Elitcher's neme was mentioned by§

the F, B, I.
Q@ Anybody else? A _j&

,?/ Q But he was bPeing investigated? A We hed

gsome trouble with hie clearance, which is & very funny
sltuation,

* Well, dld you give Sobell any company docu-
menve or company booklets, or any papers, after June 16,
1950? A No, I é&id not, As & matter of fact, I will
tell you this, sebout the booklets end the security in the
plant: We haed "Secret," "Top Secret" and *"Confidential"
reports down in the library, and the librearian had & list

of the people that were cleered to get the different reporﬁs.

; !
."4 . . . ' PR
FOIA(b)7 - (C) !
FOIA(b)3 - Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, Grand Jury S
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If you were cleared for "Conficential," you couldn't get
a "Becret®" or a "Top Secret' report, and if 1t got out it
was étrictly the librarian's responsibility.

% Who was the librarian? A I don't remember,

Yes, I think I do - it was Green.,

& Mrs, Green? A Yes, Miss Green,

Q@ But up to the time you had left with Cuiccl
for the golf tournament, you hadn't given any documents
to Sobell, is thet right? A No, As s metter of fact,
I don't believe I ever gave him any. The only documents
I gave him wes with reference to the work he was doing.

Q@ Did you mail anything to Sobell after he left?
A Yo,

You had no communications with him at all? |

A No.

Q@ Did vou ever tell any employees or officials
et Reeves that Sobell wes Communistic, or thet you knew he%
was Communistic? A No, I didn't mention 1tj but how the
grapevine gets working I will never know, and I think |
nelther will anyone else know, but there used to be talk
about 1t; but I felt pretty good as to the fact that we
kept 1t gquiet in the plant.

& Wes it the policy of the company to have all
the employees take thevacsations at the seme tine? A No.g
It &ll depended upon how the work-load wes. One year we %

closed the plant up, and &t other times 1t was split up - -
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I “ Yhat was the vacation period for 19507 A I§
think we had the first two weeks 1ln Augﬁst,

& Well, would a vacation a month previous to
that be out of the ordinery? A No, I don't lEieve =0,
for the simple reeson that in a few caseé, through the
years - - there were never any large vacation perlods, but

there would be some individuals - one, two or three - thatg
would try to get an extra week and drive acrdss the country
and wanted to get back to the plant when the rest of the
plant got beck, so we would let them take a week or two
before,

Q@ Did you ever have such & case where s man went
gway and then sent a letter - - that was unusual, wasn't
14? A Yes, it wes very unusual, Here I saw the man
Friday, and I work as hard as anybody, and you Just don't
collapse - - |

Q You weren't there Friday. A Not the Friday

I left - - I left on a Wednesday, and I say if he left on

& Friday, when he was in the plant on Wednesday or Tuesdsay
before - -
Q You see, Friday was the l6th, and you left on

Wednesday, the 1lith, A I left on Wednesday afternoon.

W On the 14th? A If that is the date we left
for the tournament; but what I am trying to bring out is %
that 1t is unusuel for a méen to collapse 1n four days, |

unless the strain wes so heavy on him that he couldn't

|
|
|
i
|
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‘ take it,

'~  Did he look all right to you when you left for

the golf tournament? A He always looked all right to me,
HEe dién't look any worse than I &id.

MR. LANE: Do you have any questions?

THE FOREMAN: When you told Max that you
got a letter from Mort, 414 he look surprised or
knowing, on his part?

THE WITNESS: No, Well, the only thing I
seld is that"I heve a letter from Mort, thet he
wants to teke & couple of weeks off, and I can't
.get him on the 'phone. Just drop by his house
in the evening."

$HE FOREMAN: It is nothing unusual for a

men to get sick?
THE WITNESS: That's right, it ie not un-
usual, but for & man to collapse is unusuel,

A JURCR: But for a man who is under sur-
velllance, wasn't that uwnusuel tc you?

THE WITNESS: No, that didn't strilke me at
all, becesuse at the time he had left there was
no situation that I wes aware of, that would
even bother him,

& Did you ever hear Sobell's name connected
with Juliue Rosenberg? A No, I 4id not, As a matter of

fact, the only thing I knew &bout Rosenberg was when I read

L
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about Sobell in the peper, and that is the only wey I knew
there was any connectlon, |

g ‘ MR, LANE: Could the wltness be excused
temporarily? I want to bring another man in,

and we may have another gquestion or two after’

that,.

THE FOREMAN: You may be excused temporarily
Thank you. !
(WITNESS EXCUSED)
! u o




December 14, 1950

Levine
Re: Morton Sobell 4 & 3 1
=Dy
(Mr., Lane)
SAMUEL LEVINE, callsd as a witness,

having first been duly sworn by the Foreman,
testified as follows:
BY MR. LANE:

Q You sre Samuel Levine? A  Yes, sir,

Q@ You are employed by - - 18 1t the Evans Signal

Laboratory? A That's right.
& As Deputy Chief of the Systems Section?
A Thet's right.

Q At Fort Monmouth, New Jersey? A Tet's right.
Q Where did you go to school? A College of

the City & New York,
When did you graduate? A June, 1938,

&

Q@ Are you married? A I am married.
Q Any children? A Three children.
%

How 014 are you? A Thirty-four years old.

Q@ What is vour home address? A 98 Beechwood

Avenue, West Long Branch, New Jersey.

& And your telephone number? A Long Branch

& - 57754,

Q@ And what is your telephone number at Fort
Monmouth? A Eatontown 3-1060,

& Now, you were in the Army durlng the war?
& No, I was not.

& Or in the Nevy? A No, I was not.

Q Where were you employed during the war?

A

i
i
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wes employed at the Signal Corps Leboretories st Fort Mon- |
mouth. | |

) Naw,'in your class at City College did you
know Morton Sobell? A I did.

% Did you know Julius Rosenberg? A I did.

& Did you know Max Elltcher? A I 4id. .

¥ Did you know William Perlmutter, Bill Perlmutt%r‘
A  You mean Mutterpérl? |

Q@ Did you know him? A Yes, I did,

% Did you know fhem all very well? A As well
g8 I knew any other clessmate,

Q@ Did you know a man nemed Sarant - was he in

the same cless? A I do not recall that name,

Q Now, do you recall that Sobell and Rosenberg

were fairly close during those days? A No more than any-
one else, | 3
Q Well, d1d you notice that they associated

together? A Occaslonally.

¢ And aid you notice thet Mutterperl associatedf
with them, too? A Not perticulerly, |

¥ Well, have you ever seen them together? A If
probebly did,

Q@ Do you recall tnat you definitely saw thenm
together? A I would say, since they were in the same
classes,

Q& Do you know whether they belonged to any club%
gu ~or organlzations or groups? A All ofﬂthe.i.ndividuala,ymzéw

i
t
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mentioned?

Q Yes, A VNo,

2 Do you know whether some of them belonged to
various clubs? A It was my impression that Rosenberg
belonged to the Young Communist League,

Q@ And how about Sobell and Mubtterperl? A I

didn't know of any organizatioﬂ that they belonged to. %
‘ Q Did you know Sobell very well? A Fairly §
well,
%  Will you tell ue how yqu happened to know him,
and what you know about him? A Mr, Sobell was & member

of my classes, vrimarily in the'junior and senlor year in

glectrical engineering, and we would dlscuss problems to-
gether in connection with our classes; and that 1s essen-
tlally the extent of my assoclatlon with and knowledge of
Mr, Sobell, |

Q Well, did you see him after you graduated from -

college? A On various sporadic instances; yes.'

Q@ Did you ever have any conversations with him?
A  Very brief, and very casuel.

Q& Did you ever visit him 2t his home? A VNo,
I did not,

% You 41d not go out with him socially in any !
way? A Mo, I never did, |

Q How about Max Elitcher? A I did not.

@ Did you know that Sobell worked at the Reeves
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Instrument Conpany? A I diad.

Q@ Do you know Mr, Belock very ﬁell? A Yes,
I do.

% How long have you known him? A Since about
1942,

Q Do you know him quite intimately? A Well,
feirly well but not intimately.

Q@ Do you know him socially? A T 41id while he
was working at the Signal Corps Laboratories,

Q Vhen was that? A In the period of 1942 to
epproximately 1945,

w Did you visit at his home and so forth?

& Wo, I never visited at his homs, because he lived in
New York, and I 1lived out in New Jersey. 7

@ Did he visit &t your home? A He did.

Q Very often? A Only occasionally.

Q Now, this 1sstr1ctly confldential in the room
heré, and I wouldn't want it to get outslde, even to him -
and I don't say this with the purpose of casting &ny sus-
picion on Mr, Belock, because I don't intend to - - hut
d1d he.et any time ever discuss the Communist movement?

A  Never,

Q Did he ever discuss Sobell? A Never.

Q2 Never? A Oh, he never &iscussed Sobell dur-
ing the time I worked in the Laboratoriss,

% But after that? A Yes,
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Q@ Will you teil the jury Just waen he’discussedg
Sobell, and where, and what he s8ald? A I hed a discussio@
with Mr, Belock concerning Mr., Sobell at the Reeves Instru%
ment Corporeticn, I would say approxXimately in September
of this year. I went to Reeves in connection with é con-
tract which my organization had with Reeves, and I went in |
to see Mr, Belock to get his opinlon on whether Mr, Sobellk
had, or could possibly heve had, contact with our particu-

lar work, andvhether there was any abrogatlon of security

in connection with our work; and I spoke to Mr. Belock and;
asked him that particulaer question, and he replied thaet heé
didn't think that Sobell hed any information concerning oué
particular work, or ever had any access to 1t, |

He told me further thsat epparently the F, B, I.‘

or some other security agency had cbntacted him concerning

Mr, Sobell, prior to his having been arrested, and that
the - - well, the gist of 1t was that they suspected him

of being a Communist, and that they were keeping an eye ong

him while he weas working there, f
<% In other words, did he tell you that the com-%
pany suspected or that the F, B, I. suspected that Sbbell i
had Communistic tendencies? A Well, he told me that theg
F. B. I, or some other security agency gave him 1nformatioé
that Mr, Sobell was suspected of being a Communist, E |
Q@ Did he say "a Communist™ or "subwersive" — -

which, if you recail? A I think it was "a Communist,"

T T
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Q And do you recall anything else that he told
you? A Well, he told me sbout an offhand statement that

he made to the security people, and that he thought it

would be a good idea, instead of firlng Mr. Sobell, to keep

him there so that they could keep an eye on him while he
was working there,

Another statement theat he made was that he couldn
see how Mr, Sobell was a dangerous charascter, or disloyal,
because of the manner in which he worked, because he worked
very hard on the work which he was doing.

% Now, is there anything elee you can tell us
about Sobell? A Well, as I méntioned before, I have
seen Sobell once or twice, several times, since I got out
of college. I mest hinm onée on & train, oéming back from
Weshington, in 1942, I recall thet incident because I was
coming beck from my honeymoon, with my wife, and he came
over to me and said "Hello," eand we reminisced about 0ld
classmates; and he indlicated that he was going to school
to get his Master's degree,

Subseduent to that, I think when he started to
work Tor the Reeves Instrument Corporetion, I met him one
time at the Evans Slignal leboratory, in the corridor, and
I greeted him end esked him where he was working and what
he wes doing there, and he sald he was working fér the
Reeves Instrument Corporation,

Then, since I have had communication with the
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Reeves Instrument Company, because of my work, 1 was &t the§

Reeves plant once or twice, and I saw Mr. Sobell there, in |
t ‘ with, !
' the same room with the engineer whom I had business/which |

‘was Mr., Perry Seay. :
& D14 he ever give any indication to you that he
was Communietlc, or had tendencles that were - - did you

;

ever suspect him? A I had no definite indication that he
‘ ny ;
was Communistic, but during school it was/impression that |

he was either & libveral or hed radical tendencies,
Q@ Is that from the utterances he made? A Yes,

A JUROR: Was Blll Danziger a member of the

game group that vou spoke of - & classmate?

THE WITNESS: I do not think so.

Q Does that neme "Danziger" recall anything to é
you, did you ever hear 1t? A Yes, he wes a classmate of;
mine. o | é

Q Did you ever know him? A Yes, I gig,

A JUROR: How wes your work classified, .
that Reeves was doing for you?

THE WITNESS: ™®Becret."

A JURCR: Then 8obell had access to it, if
he was working with the engineer who worked on
your Jjob, didn't he?

THE WITNESS: He did work with the engineer'
on that particular Jjob, and his desk wes along-

slde of his,

15 s i
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Q Who was the engineer with whom you worked?
A MNr, Perry Seay.

* And his desk was nex{ to Sobell's? A Yes,

& 5o that, as the Juror stated, he would have
access to that "secret'material that you would bring over
there, is that correct? A It would not be difficult, I
would say, for him to have accese to that,

Q Well, at variocus times when you brought that
Becret'material over - — A I never carried any ‘Becret"
material with me.

Q@ Well, this Seay was working on "Secret"material,
wasn't he? A Yes, he was.

Q@ And you were over there discussing that par-

ticular project with him, which was classified as "Becret,"
sometimes? 4 That's right.

& And while you were there, discussing it with

"him, wasn't Sobell there at varlous times, because his

desk was next to Seay's? A Yes, I think he was there.

A JUROR: Did he ever say anything to you
about Sobell being cleared for the work thet he
was doing, because 1t was of a "Secret' or "Con-
fidential" nature?

THE WITNESS: I brought the question up
sbout the people in thet room in general, to
Mr, Seey, andé he gave me the impression thet

every one in thet room wss cleared,
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& You meen he told you that? A I can't say
édefinitely that he d4id, |

% Well, did you ever ask him 1f the people were ;
cleared for "Secret" materisl? A I don't recall the ex- :
aet words of my question, but the first time I came up
there, in order to enter that room, I had to be escorted
by & gusrd, and I couldn't get 1nto this particuler room
where the engineers were located unless I was escorted, |

& What did they call the room? A It wes no
particular name, Just & room where most of the engineers
on that project were, | |

& Did you have to have & clearance for that?
A‘ I had to have & clearance in order to enter the Reeves

plant. ,
% You had to have a document? A That's right.

Q@ I suppose there was & letter of some gort on

file with the Reeves plant, thet you were Qualified for
cleerance purposes to loock at "Secret" material? A That’é
right, |
A JUROR: When you knew about Sobell having
left, you were exercised over the fect that you
thought he had seen some of the "secret" work, ;
is that right?. 7
THE WITNESES: Yes. I thought it was pos-

€ible thet our project might have besen compromisea

by kxis having been there,
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Q@ When wes that? A When I went to Reevesa? f

@ ©No; when you thought yoﬁr projeét wag com—
promised, A Well, when I first heerd about Mr. Sobell

being picked up. _
% That was in September? A Was he picked up

in September?

% No. That was in July, wasn't i,

| (CONTINUED BY BD)
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¥R. LANE: (Cont'g) I think, wasn't it?
JUROR: No. Lete August.

¥R, LANE: Yes, that's right, it was.

BY MR. LANE;

Q But, et any rete, when he was picked up you lmmedi-
etely went to the Reeves Compeny -- or, did you go to your ﬁ
boss? A No. My immediate supervisor went to -- Mr, Colema@
went to see some of the suthorities in our own organization
and told them that they thought it was possible that our |
project had been compromisged because Mr., Sobell worked in
the same office with HMr. Seay.

Q Wheat was the project? A Can I say thet here?

Q Wéll, is it stlll super-secret? A It'e secret, yes;

Q Well, 4id it have something to do with a gun or |
fire or something like that? A It was concerned with
defense systems,.

Q Well, that's enough, then. It was super-secret,
though, énd -— A It was secret and it wes concerned with
the defencse system.

R And 1t wes iImportant to the defense of the country?
& Well, thet's good enough, I think, for our purposes.
I don't think we ought to discuss -~ '

JURCR: It was clescified "Secret," though?

¢ And I esesume thet 2 report was sent to Washington
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about thet, too, wasn't it; the Tact thet you thought it was%t
compromised? A I'm not aware of eny report, but I presume |
hat 2 report wss sent.

@  Well, I think that's very important, and you ought té
keep thet in mind: Try to refresh your memory and get as |
much detail on that as you can. I think that's very 1mport-?
ant for the purposes of this case. A Yes. |
BY THE JURY: |

& Were these desks so close together that it was
poseible for Sobell -- A Well, Mr. Seay sat a2t a desk
like thies (indiceting) and there wee a space in between and
Mr, Sobell's desk was right there (indiceting).

@ Wouldn't you think thet & rather sloppy arrangement,
with so meny men in the room with work classified "Secret® ;
and “@ohfiﬁential"? Wesn't that a resther sloppy arrangémentf
to have a2t Reeves? A I feel so. |
BY MR, LANE: |

@ Well, I think you figured they were cleared for
"Seecret." A Yes, they were cleared for "Secret," I assumed.

G Whille you were there did you ever see Sobell cone
over to the desk and telk with Seey, while yom were there?

A No, + didnt't see that.

0 And would there be plsns snd charts and typewvitten
meteriel thet Seay would heve there? A Primerily, it was
my impression, they kept the clessified meteriel in safes,

in combination safes.
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Q True; but when you gbt over there they would take it
out, wouldn'%t they? A They would teke some of it out and
put it out.

Q And &id everyone have access to the safes?

A T 8o not know. The safeg were not in that seme room.
Q And whet floor wea the room on, do you recall?‘
A The second floor,
_Q Any number or name to the rocom? A No.
¥R, LANE: well, I think if there are no further
questions we can excuse Mr. Levine,

THE FOREMAN: Thank you very much,

[WITRESS EXCUSED ]

SRR -




December i@, 1950
Presented by Myles J. Lene, Bsq.,

Asst. U. S. Attorney. 25§J
ba 1 Seay . . .. .. ;m_w_u_wwww;wgm
PERRY ALEXANDER S EAY, called as a wif- g

ness, haﬁing first been duly sworn by the Foreman,
testified as follows:
BY MR, LANE:
Q Your address, Mr. Sesy, home address?
A 192-28 67th Avenue, Flushing.
Q.  And your télephone number? A OLympia 8-4414,
Q Now,,how old are you? A I was born in '21; I'm 29.%
Q And ere you merried? A No. I'm single. |
Q Were you in the éervice? 4 No, I wasn'it.,
| @ Where did you go to schoel? A I went to school at
g Albame Polytechnic Institute, also at the University of Texaé.
@ And how long have you worked for the Reeves Instru- ﬁ
; ment Compeny? A Three years.
Q And where did you work before that? A I was with
é the University of Texes twe yeafs previcus to that.
" Q Teaching? A No. I was working, research work,
Q What sort of reseerch work? A I was doing researchi
on & Government project. It was not classified. '
Q What wase 1t? A 1%t wes on radar.
& What was your work -- what did your work consist of
at the Reeves Compeny? A Well, I'm engineer in charge of
- & number of projects we have there.
& Now, are these projects clasesified as "Confidential,"
"Secret" or "Top Secret"? A None of them are "Top Secret."%

Trey sre 211 either "Secret," "Confidentiel" or "Restricted.™




; Flushing. He didn't live so very far from there and I

. dropped over one Sunday efternoon.
and I believe they had a little girl et the time. 1
 lieve so. No. It seems to me that there was someone else
i present at the time, but I believe it was a neighbor from
% across the wey.

' is at the plant.

" way. I was never in his home,

<3
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Very few non-clagsified projects.
% Did yeu know Morton Sdbell? A Yes, sir.
Q How long did you know him? A For the time that I
was et Reeves. I met him there for the first time.
Q@ Were you intimate with him in the sense that you
visited him socilally? A ©No. I was in his home once.

Q When was that? A Shortly sfter I moved out to

Q Did you meet his family? A Yes, I met his wife,

Q@ And did you meet his sister-in-lew? A I don't be-

Q Did you know Mex Elitcher? A Yes, I know Max. He
Q He lives close to -- A Yes, he lived across the

Q Now, you know Sem Levine? A Yes, i do. %

G You worked on pfojects with him? A That's correct.;

 He wes engineer in charge of certain phases of projects for

" the Signel Corps in which I was in charge of at the plant.

Q Were they "SBecret" or ¥Top Secret'? A No. They

'are clesceified “Secret" end "Confidentiel." I have no

- "Top Secret® clagsification.
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Q How did thaet syestem of cleesrence work up there?
Were some clesred for "Confidentiel" and some for "Secret®
and some for "Top Secret'? Do you recsll or do ycu know?
A To the best of my knowledge, there asre very few "Top
Secrett clearahces. That work -- the genersl type of work
we hsave doesn't require that type of clesrance. But I be-
lieve that most of the fellows are cleared for "Secret.®
Some are cleared for "Confidential,"
Q Well, when & man comes in, like Mr, Levine, and he
ig coming over to discuss with you & secret project —-
E A He has speéific cleerance for that day.
Q He hae, for that day? A Yes.
Q And he comes in -- he is escorted into the building?:
i A Yes.
| Q@ He is escorted into your room where you are? A Yes{»
Q Now, when he gets in there you have got to get the |
} plans or specificétions or material that you are golng to
; discuss with him from somewhere. Now, where did you get
- thaet from? What's their procedure? A That'material is
- generally kept in the contract office and files which they‘
heve .,
Q Is that & safe or fiieS? A Yes, they have a file,
Q@ And do you have to get it through a requisition of
some sgort? A Well, I have access to those files through
that secretary. That secretary keeps up with what is done,

but I don't have to sign any papers.
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Q You mean you can just walk in and teke papers out?
A Yeg, from the files which I'm concerned with.

Q@ And no one stops you? You Jjust walk in and take
them out? A I believe that's correct.

@ You don't check them out at all? A No; that's

correct.

% What I'm getting at is, supposing I wes classgified

or cleared for "Confidential" —- A Yes.
§ =-- you are cleared for "Secret® -- A Yes.
Q -- would there be anything to prevent my going into

that same place and taking them cut? A wWell, yes,

Q What would prevent it? A Well, only those people
who have a position in the plant such as mine --

Q@ I'm assuming that I'm working in the plent, I'm
working in the plent, in the same room that you are, but
I'm clessified as "Confidential" and you aré clasgified for
"Secret.! A Well, I don't thihk you would be able to go
in and get the WSecret“.file.

@ Well, what would prevent me from doing that, under
the situation you described? A Well, the people in the
office,

Q Well, who would know that I'm "Secret" and you are
“Confidential®? A Well, our securlity officer ig in an
ed jecent office to that office in which the files sre kept.

@ But does he supervise, does he watch? A He 1s in

charge of security for the plant.
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Q@ I know; but in this perticular room where all the
plans are kept, £11 the data is kept, whet would prevent one
person from getting the sazme materiesl as you get?

A Well, I suppose the only thing theat could keep it from
them would be the instructions which the secretaries have
in that office.

Q Well, who are the secretaries in the office?

A They ere the secretaries to the vice-presidents in the
organization,

Q And they ere in the office in which the materisl isi
kept? A Yes.

% Who ere they? A And to Mr. Aldrich. I don't
know them 211 by name.

@ Well, how meny sre there? A There are some four,
ot leeact.

Q And you sgey you think that theh know the ones that -;
the names of the people who can go in end get the "Sécret" |
materisl? A Yes. They won't let people have informatlon
out of the filee, L don't believe.

Q Well, you don't know, as a matter of fact.

A I don't know. It'e outside of my jurisdiction, really,
it isn't my position to act in thet menner. I know that
they will -- they cupply me with any informetion on the

- project to which I'm assigned, and which I want.

Q Well, you sey you can go in and get it. Don't you

ask someone for it? A Yee, I get the information end they
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know thet I teke it. I den't teke it without their knowing ié;

Q You show it to them? A Yes, that's right.

9 Well, that's what I'm getting at; I want to know
what the check is on that systen.

JUROR: May I interrupt you, sir. Are ycu per-
mitted to go.direct to the files yourself, or do you
have to zsk the secretary to get it for ycu? |

THE WITNESES: At times I have gone directly to
the files, yes.

JURCR: And others do the same thing, too, don't
they? |

THE WITNESS: Wéll, I don't know what they are
doing.

@ No; the question is this: Could anyone else in that
room where you are go to the same flle and taeke out the samé
thing thet you take out? A I don't know, sir. I know
that I can.

JURCR: Do the secretaries always stay in the
room, do they watch everybody that goes to a file,
or 1s 1t poseible that they might be talking between
themselves or looking the other way and somebody might
go into & file and pick out something thet they weren't
supposed to pick out? I think that's what we are ’
getting at.

THE WITNESS: I think it's possible that ityqouidﬁ

happen.
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Q Well, now, look; let's not be difficult. A I'm
sorry. I want to cooperate all I can. |
Q@ Could you, for instance, go over to any file in that
vlace and take out enything you wanted and bring it back to
your desk? Would there be anybedy there to stop you from
doing it? A I believe I could probably get 1it.
Q@ Well, then there is no check. Anybody could.gp over;
and take it., It's in this rocm, this particular room that u
you ere working in. There 1s no close check on it, then,
The files are all there. You are going to go over to one
‘Tile, but you could take an envelope out of another and go
. back to your deSK and no one would stop you, would they, no
| ohe would question you? A Well, I don't think it¥s quite

§ that loose, sir.

'Q Well, then, you tell us. A I belleve the informs-
tion which I have glven you is correct. |
Q@ Well, where is the check-up? The fiies are on one
. elde of the room, eren't they? A Yes.
@ Is there anybody guarding the files? A No, there
% is no one standing ﬁhere guarding the files,
Q@ So, therefore, enyone could, in that room, go over
:and teke out something from the file, end there is no one
: guarding it. Who 1is going té stop them? A Those files

~are the fileg which ere in the custody of the officers in

the company, who have the adjscent office, and thelr secre-

. teries are located in that --
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| Q That's the edjecent office, but I'm tslking about
the room where you are. The secreteries are outside. For
instance, you don't know what they ere doing outside in the
anteroom now, do you? I don't. I can't cee through the
wall. So there is nothing to prevent you from going over
or anyone else from going over to the files and taking thet
out and look st it. Thet's not an accusation. I'm trying
to find out éomething. A Yes, I think that's possible. !
JUROR: Your files eren't kept locked so that if
yau want e certain envelope, they have to unlock that é
file for you? _
THE WITNESS: Not in the déytime, no, sir.
@ They are all unlocked in the daytime, as I understané
it. A They are never left without someone in the room, to i

% the best of my knowledge. I don't have custody over the

| files, so I can't --

" JUROR: Well, isn't there & regular file clerk

in that office and don't you have to put in e requisi-
tion charging thé cagse that you take out to you for I
the length of time you have it?
THE WITNESS: ©No, ma'am,
Q No. It's just an open file, no one guarding 1it, and |
there is no check there and anyone can take it out.

A There 1s a check,through the secretaries being there in

~ettendance at those flles, & verbal check; that's the check.é
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in the room; isn't that correct? A No, 1 did not, sir.‘ |
Q You said the secretaries were in ah 2d jacent room,
A No, They.-- the officers in the company, who have these
files in their possession, are in»an ad jacent room to the
files. The secretaries to these officers sre in the room
with the fileg end they heve custody of the files.
BY THE JURY:

Q@ The only question I hed wee supposing you are on

f your way out for a file end the secretarieg know you and
% you tell the secretsry you want a certain file. Now, I'm

- working at an adjacent desk to yours and I'm busy and I ask

you, "Mr, Seay, when you are out there will you pick up

“this file for me?® And you tell the secretery, "I would

like to pick up this file for Mr. X." Would they give you
thaet file, end bring it back to me, saving me the trip out
there so I wouldn't have to stop doing my work?
A Well, that has never happened in my case.

Q No, I don't mean that. I mean would it be posgsible
to do it? A I thiuk it might be possible.

Also
Q /Wouid there be a way of knowing whether it weas

"Oonfidentisl® or "Secret'? In other words, when you walked

into the room, and the secretery was there, would you have

- to be designated? Would she know whether you were "Confiden-

j tial" or "Secret®? Would there be a check on that?

A Yes, through my position in the company, yes.

¢ Each time is it slways the same? It isn't always
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?_A He mey have talked with us, yes. Not in connection with ;

: project, but the detalls of a project such ae the type of

{
ot
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"Secret" or "Confidentlal.' Doeesn't it change? A I have
a2 general clesrsnce for “Secrét" with the Joint Board.
BY MR. LANE:

Q All right, let's get along with this., Sam Levine
came over on & “Secret! project; several "Secret" projects,
didn't he? A Yes.

Q This one had particularly to do with the defense of
the United Stetes. A Yes.

Q Now, at verious times when he ceme in Sobell was
at the next desk; isn't thet correct? A Yes,

Q And at times Sobell would leave that desk and go

over snd telk to you and Levine; isn't that so? -

the project.

Q But he has seen the stuff that you have got on your
desk, in connection with the project. Hesn't he ever dis-
cussed it with you? A The detalls of the projects which
we have, which relaﬁe to meny projects in the plant, are
generally discussed by all the engineers. That is the --

Q So that -~ A Not the tectical aspects of a given

amplifier or something like that might be used. In any %

projects in & plant it might Dbe desirable for a coordinated

development,

% Well, when Levine would be present, discussing this

materliel, wouldn't Sobell discuss it, too, with you? He wasé

§
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f used items such as amplifiers and that sort of thing which

i ag "Secret" that you worked on? A ©Not to my knowledge.

£.0
[
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at the next desk. A If it happened to be & portion of'the
gystem whiéh didn't reqguire the clesrance. A detailed nOr-
tion of & project which does not reflect the over-zll tacti-
cal use of the project'generally doesn't have the same
classification as the project as a whole has.

Q Did Sobell ever work on & project with you? A No.

3 He never worked on any? A Not with me. He has

I have developed in projects which he is working on.

Q@ Hes he used any material which has been classified

Q Well, now, yau have telked with the FBI about this
matter, haven't you? A Yes.

Q And didn't you tell the -- or, did you tell the FBI |
that you had worked on a project, & document which was
dated June 19, 19507 A What is this?

Q Did you tell the FBI that you worked on a document

H
4
i

| deted June 19, 19502 A Oh, yes. yes.

Q@ Now, do you recall what that document was?

% A Yes, I know specifically.

Q What was it? A It was & scheme for accomplishing

. & switching operation, a relay switching operation.

1

Q In connection with what? A It wesn't in connection |

. with any specific project in the plant. But we have a

number of epplications for the use of relays. And, as &

matter of Tact, Mr. Sobell had e project coming up which he
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had indicated he would need such a device and if anybody

hed any ideas on it, he needed that sort of information.

And I hed antlclipated giving him a copy of this sketch which

I made; and the FBI men ssked me if I d4id, and I couldn't

recollect whether I actually did or not. I had intended to,

because 1t wes something that I felt he couldvuse. |
Q Well; the document, you say, was dated June 19, 1950é

A Yes, :
Q Now, would that indicate that you completed it on 3

that day? A That's the date which‘I wrote on 1t. >I can't %

swear that that date is correct. %

Q Well, why would you write an incorrect date on 1t? %

" A I would not write an incorreect date on it intentionally. %

Q So that you could swear to the best of your recol-

- lection that June 19 would be the date theat you completed it%

A That's correct; to the best of my recollection. , ?

Q And that would be on a -- A That wes on a Monday,

sir. We went through this.

Q' You recall thet? A Yes.

Q Now, did you give a cony of that document to Sobe11?§

i A I can't gay whether I did or not.

Q Do you recall ever giving him a copy? A I went

3 into grest detail in checking where I was during that periodg
f and tried to recollect at the time and tried to determine

5 wheter I 4id or not, and I wesn't able to satisfy my mind

- as to whether I had or not. , §
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| ' Q Well, do you recall whether ycu did give it to him?
[ A No, I do not.

Q@ Do you recali‘ever sending it to him? A Well,

I'm psotive I never sent it to him,

Q@ Did you know that Sobell wes leaving for Mexico?
A No.

Q Did you know he was leaving work? A No,

Q Noﬁ, this charﬁ or sketch of a switching operation,
what did that have to do with -- what sort of a switching
operation, in connection with redar? A It had to do with
electrical computing oberations.

Q And you could use it in connection with what?

A Xou could utilize it possibly in connection with the
type of computetions which ere required for —-

Q@ For what? A I'm trying to get the best words %o
put it in. You would utilize it for, possibly, say this
cyeclone process which we have af the plant, which hes
recently been declassified; it might be used in conjunction
with that.

Q Well, at the time that you got it up would you say
that this sketch or document was classified? A No, I don't
think it was. v

G It wasn't classified? A No, I don't think it would
be. I didn't clessify it; end I would have been the only

one that could have a2t the time.

Q Did you ever hear of any utterances by Sobell that




would indicate that he had Communistic tendencies?
A Not to my knowledge, no.

Q@ Do you know why he left work so suddenly? A He
seemed rather %psetbbefore he left. I think he had been
111, I think he hed been physically ill. As to why, 1 don't
know, I didn't -- |

Q@ Well, what led you to belleve he was physically ill
and upset? A wWell, the expression on his face, his atti-
tude; somewhat nervous.

Q You realize that a men by the name of Rosenberg
was arrested just about then? A TYes..

& It could be that, too; oouldn‘t it? A It certainly
could. |

Q But you didn't see any signs that he was breaking
up? A No, I didn't. He had complained a number  of fimes
about the room that we were in at the plant. It was a so-
called air-condifioned roomn. Buf it was — from the stend-
point of health conditlions, why, it was very poor. Aha none
of us hed had colds and he had a couple of bad colds and he
hed been sneazing and coughing and he was out a day or two
in connection with 1%, slthough hé‘was very busy at the
plant.

MR. LANE: Well, now, do you have any questions?
BY THE JURY: |

@ Did he have a lower classification than you had for

cleerance purposes? A No, I don't think so. He had
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"Secret" cleerance,

Q You considered that he and you had the same clearance.

Therefore, it would have been possible for him to have

eccess to anything you had on your desk and you would normally

give him anything you were working on, because you knew he
had the same clesrance? A I think I probably would have.
Q vTherefore, he could have gotten it without stealing
it; is that 1t? A I believe so, yes.‘
Q Well, this particular sketch that you gpeak of Was
not classified. A That's right.
| Q And you intended to give it to him. A Yes, 1t was
my intention to give him a copy of i1t. As to whether I did

or not, I can't recollect.

(Gontinued by IFG)

>
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 BY JURCES (Continued)s:
& There was no reason why you should not have

given it to him, if that WOuld.have been necessary? A Thaé
would have been dquite proper.

Q Would it haeve been proper to have taken such a
sketch away from the plant? A Yes; I think so, COHSIdeT—;‘
ing 1ts status, ?

Q@ Do you think you would have been negligent?
A I think I drew it up at home, as a matter of fact.

Q But after, having drawn 1t up, do you think
vou were negligent in not having classified it? A No, I
don't think so.

@' In other words, you didn't know the classifi-
catlion of any of the engineers with yoﬁ, whether they were
"Confidential' or "Secret," to your knowledge? A Yes,

I don't think that can be sald., The men whom I had any |
dealings with, I knew what thelr clearance was, "Secret®
or "Top Secret.®

Q And you think he was cleared for "Secret"?

A Yes, |
| w To your knowledge? A Yes,

@ You are under the impression thet he was?

Q@ Wasn't a list of the men who were entitled to
gee your papers on the "Secret" projects kept? A Well,

there is a list available in Mr, Aldrich's possession; that

lists all the men.
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Q@ On a project classified as "SBecret," how much
of the project would you give, if any, to a man who 18
classified not &s "Secret"? A You mean "Confidential"?

% Yes, "Confidential," A You could - - gen-

erally, there is a listing as to what extent you can ope-

rete a lower level, on a "Secret" project. In other words,

there are certain phases of the project which - - let us
say technicians are involved in that, and which don't en-
compass the overall technicsl aspects of the problem,

Q@ In other words, you give him part of & clrcult
A  Yes, his work on a circult,

Q@ Could you give him ninety percent of the cir-

cult? A You would have to use your Jjudgment on that.

I think the line of demarcation is whether the information
vyou give him is sufficient for him to understand the over-
all tactical use of it, | |

“ In other words,-all the men who were élassi—
fied as "Confildential" were supposed to be in one room,
and the other men in another room? A No,

@& All the men in that room were "Secret," is

that right? A I believe they are, but I don't - -

THE FOREMAN: If there are no more questions,

we will excuse the witness,

(WITNESS EXCUSED)

ki
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December 14, 1950 o
v Merrits L0JE,
Re: Morton Sobell

ROS S G .. MERRITT, caliled as & wit-
nese, having first been duly sworn by the

Foreman, testifled ags follows:

BY MR. LANE:
| Q You sre the comptroller of the Reeves Instru-
ment Corpaation? A That's right, k

% Now, you received a subpoena duces tecum,
addressed to the Reeves Instrument Corporstion, to pro&uce;
certain records? A That's right. k

& Do you have those records here? A I have.
€ Will you produce them, please? A (Witness
does so,) These areﬁ%ie recordé which were requested.

Q@ You wanted to meke some statement, did you,
$0 the Grand Jury? A Just to this effect: that in the
case of Mr, Sobell, the records I do not belleve can be
used in his caese to establish that he was at the plant at
any definite tlime, merely because the record may be so

slgned; the reason for that being that the greater part of

cur employees are nandled, naturelly, as they are in all
plants, with time cards ané so forth, but Mr. Sobell occu-é
pied a position that was cslled a project engineer - - in ;
other words, he headed up a Job, end had an executive |
position - - he was not pald by the hour and he was paid
by the yearj and he could be working at any time in any
one of four locations, So that, for that reason, there is§

i

e 2 3 e e e A »éh' .

i
i




IFG-2

Merritt

not thé check on him thet there would be on a machinist,

In other words, he could quite easily come 1into
the piant, sign in, disappear for the day, come back and
sign out at night, and we would not know thet; because the
people in one location would assume thaet he was at another
location, and the difference between those locations could
be between 91lst Street and Roosevelt Field.

For that reason, I do not believe that the at~

tendance record cen be taken as evidence that he was in
the plant on any one day. We had considerable &ifficulty

with Mr., Sobell in that regard, In the fact that he did

not like paper work, which is not an unusual thing in an
engineer, but he carried 1t almoet to 1ts ultimate con-
clusion; and we had a great deal of difficulty in getting

him to merk up the records, and for that reason he might |

not fill in his attendance sheet for two or three lays,

and then fill in three or four days at once., I don't thinﬁ
that he at eny time filled them in in advance, although ;
that is not impossible,

Therefore, the only thing thet can be sald is
that the record is of no evidence in his particulsr case.

Q@ Do you have anything to estsablish that he was§
not present at any particular day, or that he was present?g
A I don't believe we have, The only thing is whether |
anyone actually saw him there or not. -

Q@ You are excused, §

' TEE FOREMAN: Thank you very much for ,blﬁiwnvg.,:%.w
§
i

ing themn,
(WITNESS EXCUSED)
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E Dfﬁ ARD J . GAEKERETT, called as &

witness, having first been duly sworn by the
Foreman, testified as follows:
BY MR, LANE:

Q@ Mr, Garrett, you are employed as an engineer’
by %the Reeves Instrument Company, is that right? A  Yes,
that's right.

| % Yhat is your address? A 85 Allen Road,
Rockville Center, Long Island,
Q@ ‘'Phone number? A Rockville Center 6-1635.

! & Do you know Morton Sobell? A Yes, I do.

% How long have you known him? A Since his

employment at Reeves Instrument Corporstion, which 1s ap-

proximately three and a half to four years,
% Did you work with him? A Yes, I worked
with him very closely on several projects which he was

conducting at%t Reeves Instrument Company.

& D314 you have occasion to telephone him on
Tuesday or Wednesday, following his last day of employment
at the Reeves Company? A Yes§ I telephoned him on Wed-
nesday,

Q@ That is Juns 16th, I belleve. A I beliasve
I telephoned him on Monday, June 19th, and on Wednesdsy,
June 21st,

¢ You called him first on June 16th, is that
right? A Yes, on June 1l6th I celled him first.
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¥  Whet happened on that call? A On that call
he told me he would be in to work the followlng Monday., I
think the 16th wes on a Friday.

% Let's Jjust get this straight: The 1l6éth was on
2 Friday, you ssy? A Yes, I belleve it was.

% All right. You telephoned him on the 1l6th,
which wes the first day, the Friday® A That's right,

‘ Q@ And you talked with Mrs. Sobell? A I talked
with Mrs. Sobell. I called him - - there were about three
'phéne cells involved eltogether, and I couldn't get to
télk to him the first time I called, but I did gef to talk
to him the second time I called.

Q& And ﬁhat d1d he say? A The second time I
called we spoke at length about one of the projects in
which he was involved, and this project hsd been delayed
for some time, and we had troubles - engineering troubles -
which only he could straighten out because of his familiar-
ity with the project. He told me thet there wasn't much
he could do until he got bsasck to work, and he ssid he would
get back to work the following week, |

Q@ Monday? A The following Monday.

Q& Did he mention that he was teking & vacetion
or leaving the city at thset time? A No, he didn't say
e word about 1t.

& On the following Monday, dld you telephone

again? A No, I did not.
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® When 414 you next telephons him? A I expeet;
2d him in that following Monday, and when he didn't appear :
I went in to see Mr., Belock, who was the generel manager cf;
the plant ét thet time, and told him thaet Mort Sobell had
promised to be in to work on that Monday end he didn't come
in to work, and I wanted to know if he had heard anything :
about 1t; and he sald he had recsived a letter from Mort
Sobell, and he held it up to me and I Just regd the first
few lines, which sald he would not be in to work for an
indefinite perlod, because he didn't feel well, and he wasi
going to take some time off, k

@ Is thet what it s2ld? A In substance. I
don't remember the exact wording,

% Did he sey where he was going? A  No, it
didn't.

@ Cean you describe the paper - did you notice
anything unusual about 1t? A Well, as I remember it it

wag an ordinary sheet of 8 by 1l peper, and it was written,

Q@ Was 1t plain or lined, or whet? A That I
don't remember,

Q Weas 1t in lead pencil or ink? A I don't
remenber whether 1t was in lead pencil or ink.

& Do you know how it was addressed? A It

started, "Desr Harry."
Q@ Did you see the signature? A No, I &idn's, E

and I diédn't resad all the way down. Mr, Belock jJust held

H
i
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it up to me and I glanced at 1t, and then he folded it up
and put it sway.

% Tet wes on the 19th? A T het was thie Monday
following the Wednesday that I called him end talked to
him, I believe that was the - - well, the 19th weas on a
Wedneeday, and thet wae the 26th, I belleve, That was
the followlng Monday, when he wes sﬁpposed to come in,
thet I saw the note.

Q& You said you celled him the first time on the
16th, which was a Friday? A The first time I called him
was on a Fridey.

Q@ The 16th? A That's right.

Q@ Now, on Monday he didn't come in? A VYo,

% And did you ceall him again? A I didn't
call him that week that he dldn't come in becsuse I hséd
talked to Mr., Belock and he ssld Mort Sobell was out of
town.

% You talked to Belock on Monday, the 19th?

A No, on the 26th.

% Whet happened in the meantime - dign't you
telk to him &t all? A Yes, I had talked to him during
that week.

% You talked to whom? A I talked to Morton
Sobell on the 21st, which was & Wednesdsy, I had talked
z;mxpersonally, but prior to that I couldn't get him, be-

cause his wife hed answered the 'phone &nd sald he was too
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111 to telk on the !'phone,

e

Q He left work on the 16th? A The laest time !

I saw Mort Sobell was the previoué week, when he was in
for a few days,

& You talked to him on thsvtélephone on the
16th? A No. I called his home snd spoke to his wife,

I asctually spoke to him once, and thet was during the week
of - - it was on & Wednesday, which was the 19th,
THE FOREMAN: Wednesdey wes the 21st.
THE WITNESS: Well, I spoke to him on Wed-
nesday - I might heve the days mixed up,.

Q@ Let us staftyall cver agaln, The first time

you called him on the %telephone was on Friday, the 1éth?
A That's right.

Q Beceause he wasn't in? A That's right,

@& You say you couldn't get him on the telephons
and you talked to his wife? A That's right.

% And she saild he wes sick? A That'le right,

& Then on Monday, the 19th - - A I called him
egein, and couldn't get him either,

Q Did you talk to his wife? A Thet's right;
and she seld he was 8till sick and couldn't come to the
tphione.

% And then you told Belock about it? A Yes,

I tolé him,

% On the 19th? A I told Belock about all my
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my cells with Sobell,
| Q@ You told him on the 19th that Sobell ﬁasn’t

in, dién't you? A That's right; becsuse Belock = =

Q@ Let ue start all over sgain, and gét it straight
once and for all, On the 16tk this man Sobell was not in?
A Thst's right.

Q@ S0 you telephoned him? A That's right,

d And you ﬁalkeé with his wife? A Yes,

Q@ And she told you he was s8ick? A Yes,

&

There was nothing more? A That'e right,
The next time that you callsd hle home was
wnen? A It was on a Monday.

% Was it the Monday that was the 19th? A That'g
Q Whom 416 you telk to on the 19th? A Mrs,
& What dic she say? A He was too 1ll to spesk

on the telephone,
@ And 618 you then tell Belock ebout 1t? A I

told Belock that I hed called Sobell and thet he was sick,

@ You told him thst on the 19th? A I told
him that on the 19th,

Q YNow, the next time you called was the follow-
ing Wednesday, which was the 21st? A That's right,

& And you talked to Mrs. Sobell first? A Yes.

% And she was reluctant to let you talk to
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Morton, wasn't she? A That's right.

)

@& Finelly Morton got on the telephone? A Yes.§
Q What did he sav? A He saild he wes feeling §
very bad and he haé a very bad cold end thet he didn't thiné
he would be in to work until the following Moﬁday; and I §
esked him seversl Questions about the Job on which he was ;
working, and he sald thet there was nothing he could do 5
ebout 1t and it would have to walt until he got back to wor%
on Mondey, and then he would dlg into it. |

& And then he gave no indication thet he was
leaving %own or going on & vacation? A None st all,

Q& You éiédn't speak to Mr. Belock that day, did
you? A Yee; I told him I had talked with Mort Sobell and
he hed promised to be in on Moncdey. I told Mr. Belock that
he had promised to come in the following Monday,

b

% And whet 8i¢ Belock gay? 4~ 0, K.

Q Then, the‘following Monday, now is the 26th?
A Thet's right.

Q And on the 26th you again put in & cell to
Sobellls home? A No, I didn't,

Q What é18 vou do on Monday? - A On Monday I
went in to Mr, Belock - - first I tried to get Mr. Sobell
in the building the first thing Mondey morning. I had him

pageld several times, and I went down to his office, and the

secretary there knew nothing of his whereabouts and didn't

o S s ot
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t0ld Mr, Belock that I hed tried to get Mr. Sobell in that
morning end I couldn't get him, ‘ ;

Then Harry sald he wouldn't be in for quite some§
time because he had just gotten & note from him stating |
he would be gone for quite some period; and he held up the%
note and I resd a few lines, and then he put it away. |

< Dié you see where he put 1it? A He put it
unéer hie bloﬁter. He has & lerge blotter on his desk,

THE FOREMAN: Unéder or on top?
THE WITNESS: Under.

Q@ Y14 you think it was strange that Belock had
thie note saying that he was going away, in the light of
your conversetions with Sobell? A Yes. It ceme to me
eg & surprise, I told Mr, Belock I couldn't understend
why Sobhell should say he was coming in on Monday, and then§
he should go awey; and I did esk Mr, Belock who should tak%
over the work of Mr, Sobell while he was gone, and Mr, |
Belock said he would assign another engineer to take over
that Job pending the return of Mr. Sobell, It came to me
as a complete surprise; I dldn't expect thet =t all.

< Have you seen or heard from him since? A I
heven't hesrd from him. I have heard from his wife since.;
She was up to visit me. ’

& Are you quite friendly with her? A No.

% When 4dild she come to visit vou? A About

three weeks ago,
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Q What was the purpose of the visit? A The

purpose of the visit was to reise ball, and she asked would

I or would some other pecple in the company, who knew him

personally, contribute money toward raieing one hundred

thousand dollers bail. She exvlained that she hsd raieed

séventy-flve thousand dollars towsrd the one hundred thous=

and dollsrs redulred, and thet she was trying desperately
to raise the balance, She explained to me that the way
it would be done would be to buy Government bonés in her
name, and the bonds would be returned to me when the trial
was over,

Q@ Well, did she talk about the case at all?
A Yes., She showed me coples of both the originsesl warrant
thet wae sworn out by Mr. Schroder, the agent of the
Federsl Bureau of Investigation, and she alsoc showed me a
warrant - & copy of the indictment - and she explained to
me that nowhere in thies indictment &1d the name of Morton
Sobell appear, and thet in viesw of the fact thet there
wag nothing in the indictment to the effect thet Morton
Sobell had commitied any wrong, she was positive that he
wesn't guilty of sny wrongdoing, as chafged.

I 4id read the iﬁdictment, and failed to find

his name there; and she went on to explain that his heslth

in the Tombs, and she was trying desperately to reise this

money to get him out of Jail, so thst he woud have his
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health at the time he ceme to trial, because she felt if
she didn't get him out of jail his health would seriouslyv
impeir his defending himself at the time of the trial.

& You didn't see his name in the indictment?
A I sew it only on the top.

@& Did you resd the body also? A Yes, I did.

Q& Did you eee hie neme there? A I don't think

Q@ Well, it is in there,_for your informstion,
You probably resd the overt acts, Did eghe séy anything
else ebout the cese, as to how she wes going to win 1t?
A She made 2 statement to the eéffect that they did have
something which they would introduce at the trisl, which
she believed would win the case for them, but she didn't
state what 1t wase,

She tried to convince me that they had gone to

Mexico because his health had been falling him, and he

was hesding towserd a nervous breskdown; and I asked her
why & person who was ostensibly suffering with a nervous
breakdown would go to Mexico, I told her that I believed |
the best place for a person in that condition would be j
at nome, and she sald thst she had been to Mexico before

end she knew thet they could live very chesply down there,g
and they had gone down there under thelr own name, and
they had rented an apsriment in Mexico under their own

name, and thet they had made no attemptis to conceal the

B S
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fact that they were down ﬁhere; ﬁgéwgﬁégwﬁggi“gdééiiwgggfwwfw“
been recuperating very well down there. '
Up until that time I didn't know that he had bee%
suffering from a near nervous breaskdown, becsuse when I |
spoke to him the previous week the only thing Le mentioned

wae a cold; and she denied the fact that he wasn't suffer-

ing from & nervous breskdown and that they had gone down
MR. LANE; Are there any further guestions?
I think thaet is cleared up very well,

THE FOREMAN: You are excused., Thank you,

(WITNESS EXCUSED)




December 1l&, 1950

Kearns 4oy
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Re: Morton Sobell
§ (Mr, Lane)
e ) L
MISS KATHRYN KEARNS ,. called

‘as a witnese, heving first been duly sworn by

the Foreman, testifled as follows:
BY MR. LANE:

& Whet 1s your address? A 1155 Woodycrest
Avenues, Bronx.

Q@ Do you have a 'phone number there? A Jerome§
7 - Wh2z, |

Q@ You are employed by the Reeves Instrument
Corporation? A That's right..

& As & secretary? A No; &s & comfometer ope-
ratoy end labor aralysis, |

Q@ Now, I understané you hed = conversation Withg
Miss Adler with reference to Sobell? A That's right. é

Q@ Will you tell the Jjury Jjust what that con-
versation was? A Well, when I check on these boys that
don't send in job cerds - ~ they sené in Job cards every

day for the type work that they do - - I find out why they

don't send in the cards; and I called Mrs. Adler to ask

her why Sobell hadn't sent in Lis cards, and she sa8ld as
far as she knew he had left for Callifornia on a leave of
ebsence,

@ When was this? A Probably about a week
efter, because we work about a week behind schedule.

Q& A week after he hed left work? A Yes,

& Who i1s Miss Adler? A DShe 1s a secretary in

%
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one of the =ngineering offices, g
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% And whom 1s she secretary to? A That I |

couldn't tell you., There are quite a few men in the office%

and I couldn't tell you whom she is assigned to, or whether§

she is assigned to the whole group. |
& She is out sick now, isn't she? A Yes,

MR, LANE: I don't have anything more %o

ask, other than that. I am going to call Mrs.
Adler when she 1s better. |

THE FOREMAN: You are excused, Thank vou

rery much,

(WITHESS TXCUSED)
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