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. .. November 1, 19850

1055
{Re: John Doe) Cohen

Presented by Myles J, Lane, Esq.

FLORENGCE COHEN, called as a witness,
having first been duly sworn by the Foreman,
testifled as follows:

BY MR, LANE: 7
& Mrs. Cohen, what 1s your present address?

A 3985 44th Street, Long Island City,

@ And your telephone number? A Stillwell 4 -

5999,

Q@ And you have appeared here today in response
to a Grand Jury subpoena®? A Yes, I diqa,

Q@ You are married? A Yes, I am,

Q@ To whom? A To David Cohen,

Q And how long have you been married? A Four
years,
Do you have any children? 4 One,
How 0l1d? A Almost seventeen months,

A boy or a giri? A A boy.

£ o £ o

And what does your husband do? A My hus-
band is a union organizer,

& With what union? A With the Public Workers
Union, '

@ Is that C. I. O, or A, F, L.? A It is
nelther at present,

€ Well, what is the official neme of 1t?
A United Public Workers of America,

¢ And what sort of a union is 1t? A It is a

i
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union of City, State and Federal employees.

Q OCivil Service employees? A Yes,

@ What is the headquarters of your husband's
union? A 25 West 23rd Street, v )

& And the telephone number there? 4 Oregon 5
3290,

@ And what was your malden name? A Florence

Q And were you ever married before? 4 No,

Q@ This is your first experience? A And my
last, I hope,

@ Now, what did you do before you were married? |
A I also worked for the Unlted Public Workers of America,

¢ As an organizer? A Yes, §

% In the ladles' section? A We don't have a

ladies! section - it was both women and men.

Q How long did you work for the union? A About
three years, roughly. , ;

Q And what d1d you do before that? A Before §
that I worked for the United Electricel Radilo and Machine

¥orkers of America,

Q@ And what did you do there? A I was an
orgenizer, |

& Now, see if I can get these dates straight - -i
wvhat was your first job after you got out of school? |

A I had several 1ittle, unimportant Jjobs,
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Q But what wes your first Job of any consequence?

A I worked for the Home Relief Bureau in New York City.
‘ Q When did you graduate from school? A Well,é
it depends upon what school; I continued, ;
Q Tell me about your schooling, 4 I graduated%
from high school in 1933, |
Q What high school? A Walton High School, in

the Bronx; and I continued for a year at night in Morris
High School, to make it possible for me to enter Clity Col~§
lege, I went to City College of New York for several yearé
at night, and I graduated from George Washington University
in Washington. | | |

Q@ When? A 1In '42,

Q@ And what sort of degree did you get?

A Economics B, A, Economlcs was my major,

Q And then you took a job? A I was working
throughout all thls period, because my college studles were
at nlght,

% And then? A Rural Flectrifieation Admini-

stration.

& Was that under the Commerce Department?

A For a long time 1t was an independent agency, and then !

1t went under Agriculture, and I think it still is, |
& What did you do with that outfit? A I

started out as a stenographer, for several years, and then B

I became a statistical clerk, and when I left I was a
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statlisticlan,
Q@ When did you leave? A In 1942,

Q Then whom did you go with? A I resigned
from the Government, to work with the Unlted Electrical

Redio and Machine Workers,

Q In Washington? A No, The Rural Electri- |
fication Administration moved to S5t, Louis, due to the Warj
effort, and I went with them to St, Louie; and it was at
thet time, after working for the Government for a period |
of time, that I started to work for the Electrical Workers
Union, and left the Government,

Q And exactly what time of the year did you
leave the employ of the Government? A& I think it was
May, 1842, The agency had left earlier, but I wanted to
finlsh my degree and I stayed on in Waéhington for seﬁeral
months, and then I left the Government in December, 1942,

~ Q And when you left the Government, you were
working in St, Louis? A That's right,

Q@ And then you remained in S8t, Louis? A Yes,
I remained in Sy, Louls for a brief periocd of time after
working for the Electricsl Workers - approximately & month

or so,

Q And who hired you for the Electricsl Workers?
A The District President of the Flectrical Workers Union,;
g William Sentner, |

@& Is he from Missouri? A Yes,
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Q@ 5t, Louis? A Yes,

Q And then, were you transferred to New York?
A No; then I was transferred to New England,

Q B Boston? A That's right, ‘

'@ That was in 19427 A By that time it was
probgbly Januery, 1943, a

Q And you 1ived in Boston, I assume? A That's
right, .

% Whereabouts in Boston? A The street numberi

€ Do you have the address? A I am trying to |
remember 1t, It was right in the heart of Boston,

Q& Was it Back Bay? A Probagbly the Back Bay
Section.

@ From Masgachusetts Avenué, Newbridge Street,

there? A No, not there, I think it was South Russell

Btreet,

Q That is around the State House? A I beg
youf pardon?

Q@ That is arovnd the State House? A Not
exactly.

¢ Or back of State - - was 1t Beacon Hill?
A I think it was Beacon Hill,

@ And how long were you there? A Oh, I didn't
move there right away, Do I have to trace all of this?

Q Well, you can give 1t to the best of your

recollection, You don't have to be one hundred percent |
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accurate, but Jjust a rough tracling ofvit. Were you there
two or three years, or one year? A No, I was there less
than a year;
‘ Q That is good enough, And at that time you
were working for the same organizetion? A That's right,

% And whom did you organize up there? A Well,
at that time I - - Is this all pertinent?

Q Well - - A It ig?

% It won't hurt you, 4 I wasn't expecting to
go lnto a whole history here. At that time I was working
to organlze the Raytheon there - -

¢ Waltham? A Wgltham and Newton.

Q@ That is the electrical - - A Radio.

Q They weren't public workers? A No; I was
working for the electrical group then,

Q 4And then, after belng there that year, you
went somewhere else? A That's right,

‘ Q Where did you go next? A I think I went to

New Bedford, Mass,

Q 4nd what was down there, that you organized?‘g
A Cornell Dubilier,

€ And what do they manufacture? A Radio tubes;

Q The same as the Raytheon? A That's right;
it 1s similar,

“ How long were you there? A A couple of

months,

R .
{
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Q And from there you went where? A Taunton,
Mass, .

Q@ What outfit is there? A Aervoex, ‘

A JURCR: You didn't work for the eompanies#

did you? ' ‘

THE WIINESS: No, I worked for the union.

Q@ And again that was an electricsl outfit -
they were making tubes? A I think 1t was simllar, |

% Rather than have me asking you these quéStioné,
why don't you give me a running account? That would sim—%
plify it, A I went to Rhode Island, Providence, for a |
brief time. I think it was after Taunton. I wae in
Providence about a month or so.

@ And what outfit in Providence? 4 I don't
even remember the name of the company, I waes working for
some company for a short period of time, and then I had ]
to leave there to go to North Adams, Mass, and I was there§
for a couple of months,

Q What firm up there? A Sprague, -é

Q Is that Sprague Electrical? A Yes,

Q And from there you went where? A From North%
Adams I think I went to Connectlcut,

Q@ New Britain? A Bridgeport,

% 4nd what firm in Bridgeport? A Harvey Hubbell.

Q& Were they making tubes also? A Electrical
gadgets; I don't think 1t was tubes,
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Q@ This should bring you pretty near up to 1944.

A I am already in 1945,

~ And then, after Hubbell, what came next?

A After Hubbell I went back to Boston for a 1ittle period

of time, back to Raytheon; and then I came to New York,

That brings me to '48,

Q& Vhen you got to New York what did you do?

A Well, for a period of time I was unemployed,

§ You left the union at that time? A I got

married, I left the uhlon to get married, My husband got

a Job in New York, and I therefore came to New York with

him,

Q What was he doing before then? A He was

in the service for a couple of years.

O 8 o &

Q

Where - in the Army? A Yes, gsir,
Is he a lawyer, by the way? A TYes,
A member of the bar? A Yes,

What bar? A Pennsylvanla,

Is he a member of the Federal bar, also?

A Well, he was a Government attorney; I am not too sure

of the ftechnicalities,

«

And 1s he practicing law now? A No,

Q@ So you got married in '467? A Yes,

Q And you stopped working? A For a perlod of

time, about a month or so, in New York,

Q

And then what did you do? A I started

i
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working for the United Ppblic Workers,
A % Ig that the same union as your husband is in?
A Yes, |

@ And 1s he an organizer or an official, or what?
A He ig an organizer,

Q So you worked there in '46? A Yss,

% Whers were you stationed with the Public
Workers in '46% A 25 West 23rd Street, o

Q@ 4And you have been there all the time? A All
the time until '49, when I left,

@ Now, were you assigned to any particular divi- |
sion or department with the public workers? A No; not
any particuler one, We work with all of them,

Q Well, did you organize the women or the men?

A Yo,

Q@ Now, when you lived in Washington, where 4id
you reside? A Several places, but I don't remember the
addresses by now,

Q¢ Do you remember the streets? A First I lived
on Massachusetts Avenue; and then on K Street, I think;
and then on N Street; and then on R Street, which was |
something like 1l4th and R; but I am not sure of t&anumbers.§

Q@ Was it something like an apartment you lived |
in% A Yes, except for the first residence,

Q Did you have a lease there? A Yes, except

Tor the first one, which was a rooming house,
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Q Did you live with another girl anywhere? A 6;;Mm
two occasions I did,

@ And who were the girls? A One was Matilda
Katz and one wes Nettie Sucher,

Q Were they both Govérnment employees? A Yes,%
they wsre, g

Q@ Working for the Rural Electrification® A No.g

% Whom dld they work for? A Matilda Katz :
worked for the Department of Labor, and Nettle Sucher woﬁke%
for the Department of Agriculture. i

i Q@ Were they clerks or stenos? A Probably

stenos or clerks, o

Q How long did you say you lived in Washington
altogether? A From 1937 to 1942,

Q@ That is sbout flve years? A That's right,

Q D1d you know a girl by the name a Anna Allen
down there - Anna Goodman Allen - - dld you ever hear of
her? A I refuse to answer that question,

Q On what groun&? A On the grounds that any
enswer I glve might tend to incrimlnate me, |

Q@ Do you mean you think just the fact whether ;
you know the girl or not would tend to incriminate you? |
A I prefuse to answer that question, too.

Q Do you know where Anna Goodman Allen resided?
4 I refuse to answer that question on the ground that

any answer I give would tend to incriminate me,
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Q Did you ever attend any meetings in an Apart-
ment 400 at 2225 North Street, N, W,, Washington?
& North Sfreet?

Q 2225 N Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.

A I refuse to answer that question,

Q Upon what ground? A On the ground that
any answer I give would tehd to lncriminate me,

'Q Q Let's get this stralght: You mean any
meeting at all, you refuse to answer on the ground that
any meeting at all would tend to incriminate you?  Sup-
pose you met some people for a brldge game - would that
tend to incriminate you? A 'Now you are talking about g
bridge game.

Q That 1s a meeting, A It is a party.
Q Well, did you ever meet any persons at 2225
N Street, N, W,? A Now you are asking a different
question,
THE FOREMAN: He has a right to ask any
questioﬁs he wishes,
THE WITNESS: I want to understand it,
THE FOREMAN: He is very clear 1n his
questions,
@ I will withdraw that, and ask it ageins
Did you ever meet any persons at 22256 N Street, N, W,?
A Anywhere in the house?
Q& In Apartment 400, A That is a different
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question, I refuse to answer that question on the same
grounds, that it might tend to lncriminate me,
Q Do you know who lived in Apartment 400 at

2225 N Street, N, W,, Washington, D, C,? 4 I honestly

don't recollect that apartment,

* Well, do you recollect being in any apartment
at 2225 N Street, N, W,, Washington, D, C,? A I refuse
to answer that question on the ground that any answer 1
give might tend to incrminate me, j

Q@ Did you talk this over with your husband beforé
you came here today? A I discussed with my husband my |
rights that I have before the Grand Jury.

Q Then your answer is "yes," that you did talk
it over with your husband? A I discussed with my husband%
my rights, 2

@ Did you talk with your hushband as a lawyer?

A No, sir; he is not familiar with Grand Juries, as a

matter of fact,

& You see, you have a very bad habit of not
answering questions. A I have answered a slue of ques-
tions here,

Q@ The answer was "yes" or "no." I am not asking
you what your husband's scope of knowledge 1s, as far as
Grand Juries are concerned, I asked you if you discussed
it with your husband in a legal capacity, about your ap-
pearance here today, in his capaclty as a lawyer, Did you
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discuss your appearance here today with your husband?
A Obviously. Any woman would discuss it with her husband;§
or vice versa. |
THE FOREMAN: Yes or no?
THE WITNESS: He says in a legal capacity.

@ Did you consult him in his capacity as an at-
torney? A I consulted him as my husband.

Q And did he tell you not to answer any questioné
on the ground that they might tend to incriminate you? |
A He sald I have the right%, any question I feel might tend
to lncriminate me, to say so, |

Q And did he suggest what questions might tend
to incriminate you? A No, he didn's,

Q He didn't - - are you sure he didn't? You
realize that this is under oath, and 1t ls subject to the
penalties of perjury? A I refuse to answer that question;
on the ground that any answer I give might tend to incrimi-
nate me.

Q@ Do you know Morton Sobell? A I refuse to
enswer that question on the ground that any answer I give
might tend to ineriminate me,

Q@ Do you know Max Elitcher? A I refuse to
answer that question on the ground that eny answer I glve
might tend to incriminate me,

& You realize that if you don't know him, you

have to say "no," and you Just can't rely upon this
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constitutional right of yours to say "I refuse to answer
on the ground 1t might tend to incriminate" you, if in
fact you don‘t know the person, There ls a difference
there,

Now, once again I ask you: Do you know Morton
Sobell? A I refuse to answer that question on the i
ground that any answer I give might tend to incriminate meé

Q Do you know Max Elitcher? A Not to the §
best of my recollection, |

& Do you know Elaine Goldstein? A Not to te
best of my recollection,

Q@ Do you know Jacob Henry Krug? A Yes, He
worked 1n the same agency as I 4id, ,

‘@ That is, at the Rural Electrification? A Yeé.

Q@ What was hils pesition? A Attorney, ;

¥ Where does he 1ive now? A I haven't the
falntest i&ea.

Q Have you seen him recently? A No,

Q VWhen 1s the last time you sew him? A When
I lived in Washington.

@ That was in 1942, 1s that right? A Some-
where around there, 7

Q@ Do you know Irving Keisert A Not to the best
of my recollection, :

Q@ Do you know William Remington? A I read his%

name in the papers.,
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Q@ I know that, we all do, but do you know him
personally? A I refuse to answer that question on the
ground that any answer I give might tend to incriminate me,

& Do you know Ann Remington? 4 I refuse to

answer that guestion,

Q Did you ever meet Willlam Remington? As I

~understand it, when you say "refuse to answer," you have to 4

state the reason each time,

Now, did you ever meet William Remington? A You§
are asking the same question, in a different form, ‘
Q No; I asked you first if you know him,

THE FOREMAN: You ére not funny at all, Mrs,
Cohen,

THE WITNESS: Well, I know he - -

TEE FOREMAN: You are very facetious,

THE WITNESS: I don't intend to be,

THE FOREMAN: I want you to know that this
Jury is an intelligent jury, and we are trying to 1
do our duty as citizens, Now, I want you to answe#
the Questions that are being asked of you, They |
are being asked very well, and you are’just being
gmart,

THE WITNESS: I don't intend to be smart, I
am sorry.

MR, LANE: (To Reporter) Will you read that

question?
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Q [Read by Reporter: '"Did you ever meet William
Remington? A; I understand it, when you say 'refuse to
answer,'! you have to state the reason each time, Now, did
you ever meet William Remington?"] A I refuse to answer
that question on the ground that any answer I give mlght tend
to incriminate me, | ‘ ;

& Did you ever mee AnmRemington?‘ A I rei‘uée
to answer that question on the ground that any answer I giveg
might tend to incriminate me,

Q Did you ever see William or Anne Remington in
the building at 2225 N Street, N, W., Washington, D, C,,
while you were living in Washingtén? A I refuse to answeré
that question on the ground that any answer I give might |
tend td»incriminate me,

& Were you ever a member of the Americen League
for Peace and Democracy? A I refuse to answer that ques- E
tion on the ground that any answer 1 give might tend to in- ‘
criminate me,

Q Do you know whether Willlem and Anne Remington

were members of the American League for Peace and Democracy?®

A I_refuse to answer that question on the ground that any

answer I give might tend to incriminate me,
@ Were you ever a member of the Washington Book
Shop Association? A I refuse to answer that question on

the ground that any answer I give might tend to incriminateg




IFG.17

Cohen

@ You realize, of course, 1f you weren't a mem-
ber you are bound to say you were not - - in other words,
1f I ask you if you were a member of something, and you
definitely were not, you have to say "nect" I want you to
understand that, when I am asking these questions, You
Just can't tilt this ewing both ways,

Were you a member of the Communist Party? A I
refuse to‘answer that question, on the ground that any
answer I give might tend to inecriminate me.

Q Were you at any time a member of the Gcmmunist:
Party? A I refuse to answer that question on the ground
that any answer %};ight tend tc incriminate me.

Q Are you at present a member of the Communist
Party? A I refuse to answer that question on the ground ;
that any answer I give might tend to incriminate me, Y

% Were you a member of the DAILY WORKER PRESS
CLUB?% A I refuse to answer that question on the ground
that any answer i glve might tend to incriminate me,

@ Did you ever subscribe or solicit any subscrip;
tionsg for any magazine publlished by the Communist Politicali
Aggsociation? A I refuse to angwer that guestion on the
ground that any answer I give mightvtend to lncriminate me.;

Q Were you ever invited %o any national conven. :
tion of the Communist Polltical Associatlon? A I refuse
to answer that question on the ground that any answer I

give might tend to incriminate me,
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Q@ Did you ever attend a Communist Political Asso- -
ciztion meeting or convention? A I refuse te answer that;
gquestion on the ground that any answer I give might tend toé
incriminate me, |

Q@ Were you a member of the Communist Political
Agsoclation in Connectlcut? A I refuse to answer that
guestion on the ground that ény answer I give might tend toé
incrimlinate me,

Q& Were yvou a member of the American Youth for
Democracy at Bridgeport, Connecticut? A I refuse to
ansgver that question on the ground that any answer I give
might tend to incriminate me, | v

Q Did you ever attend functions of the Communist
Political Association, including membership meetings, ‘
speclel classes, labor commlttee meetlngs, and rallies?
A Will you please repeat the question? :

€ Yes, Did you ever attend the functions of the -
Communist Folitlcal Asecociation - and by that I include
membership meetings, speclial classes, labor committee meetaf
ings and rallles? A I refuse to answer that question on
the ground that any answer I glve might tend to ilnerimina te |
me.,

Q@ Were you a member of the Executive Board of-
the United Public Workers? A Yes, I was,

& For how long a period of time were you a member

of that Executlve Board? A Roughly six months, possibly;




Cohen
IFG-1¢

I am not sure.

Q Roughly six months? A It was maybe a year -

six months to a year.
4 & And when was that? A My guess would be
around '47 - 148, somewhere around there.
@ What were your duties as a member of that

particular board?

(coNTINUED BY BD)
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A Attending member -- attending meetings of the executive
boara wherever they were held.

Q Yes; who msede up the executive board, what wes the

- membérship? A There was a listed membership on a represe~- '

sentative basis of the membershlp throughout the ccuntry.

Q@ Yes; but how many members werse there on the boara?

A Oh, roughly, twenty.

Q Well, do you know the nsmes of some of them? Vho

 was the chairman? A Abrahem Flexer, president.

'

Q Wpere did he live; New York? A I presume 8o,

Q@ 4And what was hls righthand first assistant's name on
that board; who was next in line?' A Well, the director of
organization, Bob Weinsteln.

@ New Xork? A I assume so.

& And who else’was on the bosrd? A Ewsert Gulnier,
secratary-treasurer.

Q@ Who else? Who else? Just glve us the names that you

remember. A Jack Blegel; Rose Russell; Mort Fursy; a felloﬂ
called something like Brudney, I'm not sure of his name. I ?
don't recally reccllect -- I only asttended two meetings of
the board, in =all.

Q@ Was this in 18467 A %o, it couldrt be 146,

Q '47? A I think -- as I said, I think it was 47 or
148,

¢© Now, where was Abraham Flexer, whers did he have hig

headquarters? A In New York.

e e st e S o oS AR e £ St S O S,
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Q ‘Well, cldnt't you go to Washington in 1¢47 with your
~% husbend Davic -- David is your husband's name? A I wasnt'g
i married in 147,

| Q No; but you went with him to Washington in '47. Did
- you make a trip with him to Washington te meet Abraheam Fiexeé
in 19477 A There were various conferences of the unicn that
% were held in Washington, and probebly in '47 as well. .
Q Well, didén't you have 8 conference at Washington wit@
% Abrsham Flexer and your husband, your present husband, Davidé
Cohen, with réspeﬁt to the President's -- President Truman'sé
loyalty Program? A There was & conference in Washington ofé
E many peopls, concerningﬁg;esident‘Truman - |

& T%at's what I'm talking about. A Yes,

Q Now, who attended that conference at Washington?

A There are so many conferences, it's very hard for me to
try -- can you give me a more exact time?

Q@ Well, in September of '47, the blg conference that
was called te discuss President Truman's Loyalty Program,
there was one big conference there, as you may recall.

A I was on several conferences.

Q@ You mean several coﬁferencea at Washington?

A Yes, there were various unlon conferences in Washington,

Q This one was called by Abraham Flexer to discuss
specifically President Truman's Loyalty Program; he called
down 8 let of representatives, Iineluding you and your husband.

Do you remember your being present at that conference?
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f A Well, I remember I was present at a conference.

¢ fow many people were there? # 1If it's the one I'm

5 thinking of now, fifty to a hundred, roughly.
’ Q@ And whére was it held? A 1In Washington. I don't
recoll ect the -- |
Q@ Well, it's a big city. A I don't recollect the addres
- Was it the Mayfiower, the Statler; was it a hotel?
A It wasn't a hotel. It may have been a school, & church or
. some sort. It wasn't an office of the unien. It was some
| kind -- I don't recollect --
| Q Some hall down there? A It was some kind of a hall,

f yes.
| Q And you say there were about fifty te a hundred peopl%
present? A As far as I can recellect. '

Q 4And were they from all over the country, representsa-
tives of that particuler organization? A I think soc.
‘ Q And who addressed them down st that meeting? 1 assume
g Mr., Flexer did. A I don't recollect who dld, whether it was

Flexer or whether it was Welinstein or whether it was Guinier,

I don't recollect; it was one of the three, I don't recollect

who dild.
@ Was your husbané e member of the internationsal boardg

cf the UPWOA? A No.
Q Never? A No.

Q Was he ever & member -- I gusss I asked you that -=

waes he ever s member of the internationesl board of the UPWDA’
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A No, he wesn't.

- A No.

. been a board member.

TN .
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& Did they have a board of directors?Y 4 No,
Q@ But they have some top board? A They have an
officers' -- the officers normally meet in the course of time,

Q@ Well, wasn't your husbend an officer of the UPWOA?

Q@ Dia he holé any sort of an executive position? A Nol

¢ And was he ever on any executive board? A IHe has

attenced meetings of the executive boarc, but he has not

Q@ Well, in what capacity would he attend a meeting of
the executive boara? A An observer. |
Q Is thet permissible? A It's permissible.

Q@ Could anybody attend? A No. It would have to be

approvec, I presume. _ 3 '
Q@ I don't suppose they would let me attend. A Pardonv@d
Q I don't suppose they would let me attend, would they%
A You might ask. t
@ They would probably refuse, Now, you seem to be
deathly afraid of being incriminated of something. Does that
sound like a fairly accurate statement respecting your testi-
mony today? A "Deathly afraid" is =--
« Well, wyou are sapprshensiver A Yes, I'm apprehensivq.
2 Now, if 1t were possible -- and I'm not making any 4

promises -- but if it were possible to grant you any immunity

with respect to the subjects that I have discussed here todag,

|




~bd 5 Cohen

- would you be in a position to disgorge the information on
- those with respect to those questlons? A No; would you

- clarify what you mean by "immunity":

Q Well, in other words, I have asked you sevsrsl ques-

tions, many questions, and you have repsatedly said that youi

refused to answer on the ground that they would tend to
incriminate you. Now, if I were in a position to tell you
that =-- or, to give you immunity and tell you that the
answers, the truthful answers to these questions, would not
in any way incriminate you, would'you then bs willing té
answer the gquestions? 1In other words, 1f what you could
tell me would incriminete someonefelae but would absolvs
you from incrimination, wauld you bs willing to énswer ths
gquestions? A I can't anawer that.

Q WwWhy? A It's confusing.

Q@ What's confusing about it? You told me that you

are apprehensive; you feel that if you give answers to these

queétions, the answers might Incriminate you. Now I say to &ox

if we could remove that apprehension, 1f there were some way

we could remove it and glve you Immunity sc that anything

{
i

§

you told us would not Incrimlinats you but might incriminats

some of these other psopls, would you then be wllling to

divulge the information which you obviously have and refuse

to divulge at the present time, if you knew it was not going

to incriminate you? 1 say "you"; I mean you personally.

A I would have to discuss that with counsel, I don't know.
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 American, aren't you? You are a citizen -- I forgot to ask

‘you that -- are you? A Yes.

- you should answer that if you were promised ilmmunity so that

Q Counsel? You mean =-=- you are appearing here as an

-

Q@ Well, then, as a good American citlzen being asked a%
question which would not incriminste you but might incriminaté
someone else who is trying to tear down the country, do you

mean to say you have got to ask an attornéy whether or not

it would not affect you at all? Don't you know what you do
as an American citizen? A I am not fully conversant with la@.

& This is not & question of law. This is a gQuestion oﬁ

_ patriotism snd loyalty. A There is no question about patri-

oﬁismsand loyalty.

Q Well, there seems to be a very large gquestion about
it, because this thing is very serious, this thing involves
the very life of the country. But you saém to be more inter«%
asted in you then you are about the exlstence of the countryg
from what I can ascertain from these guestions I have asked
you. And then you tsll me that you would have to consult a
lawyer. I was wondering -- A It 1s my understanding that
any questions that I fsel might tend to incrimlnate me, I hav%
the right to say sco. }
& That's very trus and your understanding i1s precisely
correct, But, then I asked you if we could assure you that
any answers you gave would not incriiinate you, even though

they might be incriminating, as long as they wouldn't
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incriminate you but would ineriminate soﬁebody else, would

f you be willing and eager to divulge such information?
A T refuse to answer that question on the ground thsat any

 snswer I give might ténd to incriminsate me.

@ Well, I think that we -- at lsast I understand pretty§

- well just what your stand in this whole situation is. As a

- matter of fact, uldn't you refuse to give an interview con-

cerning this matter to the FBI Agents? A I refused te'giveg

| an interview to the FBI.

0 Yes; on what grounds? # I thought i1t was a voluntary

matter whether one spoke wlth the FBI or didnt't and 1 exer-

cised my right to elther spesk or not to. ‘ A%
@ And 1is that why you have adopted that attitude; you
felt that you had a right not to talk to any Agent at all on

% any subject? A That was my impresslion, yes. ﬁ

Q@ And who so advised you, your husband? A No, »

4 Who? A General understanding that I have had for a
long time. I can't pin 1t down. |

Q What did you get for a salary while you wers working;
for this United Worﬁers Union. A United Public Workers. |

Q Yes., A Sixty dollars a week,

Q@ Sixty dollars a week? A Yes, sir.

Q And is that s8ll you got? Did you get any other
remunaration? A No.

@ Did you have any other means of income? A No.

‘Q Did you file your income tax returns esch year?
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:_A Yés, sir.
Q Whers did you file them? A My husband filled it.
Q In New York? A Yes.
@ A joint returnt A The last one, 1 think 1t was a

joint return.

Q@ And what did he make? A Sixty-five.
G So your total income waes $125 a week? A It was, whe@
I was working. |
Q@ And what does he make now? 4 Sixty-five a week.
Q Still? A Yes.
; Q And you have no other means of Income? # No, sir.
@ And where do you live, whet apartment?! A On the .
gsecond floor of the bullding that I mentioned before.
| And what do you pay for rent? A TForty-three,
How many rooms? A Three. %

Do you have a telephonse? A& Yes, sir,

A car? 4 Of a sort, yes.

O 0 L O O

what kind of a car 1s it? # Itts a 140 Studebaker.f
Q How long have you had it? 140 Studebaker? |
A Yes, sir.
Q That rings a bell. Wnere dld you get 1t? A My husé
band bought it, I beileve, in Philadelphia in 1940. ?
¢ He bought a new one? <« Yes.
@ #nd you have had it since, you have had it ten yesrs?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you ever visit the home of Ann Remington?
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A This 1s Ann Remington, wt Willleam. A1 refusektp answer
that question on the ground that any answer I give might tend
to incriminate me,

Q@ Did you ever visit the home of William Remington?

4 1 refuse to answer that question on the ground that any
answer L give might tsnd to incriminate me.

Q Do you know whether your husband ever visited the
home of Ann or Williem Remington? & I refuse to answer
that question on the ground that any answér I give might‘tend
to incriminate me.

Q@ I'm talking about your husbend, not you; something
thét might ineriminate your husbénd wouldn't incriminats
you, necessarily. A  Nscessarily, it might.

Q@ You mean if you both went together it might; is that
what you mean? A I mean that any answer I give mlight tend
to incriminate me. |

Q Any answer? A Any answer.

Q@ Do you know whether your husband ever visited the
home of Ann or William Remington alone? A I refuse to
answer that question on the ground that any answer I give
might tend to incriminate me.

Q You conslder thaet you have been guite cooperative
before this Grand Jury? A 1 consider that I have been very%
cooperative, i

Q@ This 1s your idea of cooperation, is it? A I con- ;
sider I have been as cooperative as I possibly can be. %
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& Under the circumstances? A Under the circumstances@
Q 1In other words, you feel that you might be incicted?

A 1 refuse to answer that question on the ground that any

i
- H

~answer I give might tend to incrimlinats me.

MR. LANE: Now, Mr. Foreman, would you ask the lady
to sep out for a few minutes?
JUROR: May I ask cne questlon before she goeé outf
I was puzzled by one questlon you answersed, whether

Mr. Lane would be permitted te attend any of these

1

meetings. I wonder 1f you meant because he was a Govern
ment official, things would be going on in such a meet-i
ing that you would be ashamed of the Govermment knowing.
I mesn, you didn't answer yes or no to that question:

would Mr, Lane have been permittsed to bs present at

those meetings, knowing he was s Government official?
THE WITNESS: Zither yss or no you wznt on that?
JUROR: Yes. A The anawer 1 think is No, though

I have -~ I'm not the one to msks the decision. I thinél

the answer 1s No, and not because we would be ashamed oé

what's gbing on. ;
JUROR: Except a gullty consclence?

THE WITNESS: Nelther.

[WITNESS EXCUSED]
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(Witness, Florence herzog Cohen, Tecalled.)
MR. LANE: Mr. Foremen, unless there are some more

gquestions, we'll excuse Myrs. Cohen for now. But will you

sdvise her thacwhen the jury wishes her again that I will
contact her after being advised by yout
THE FOREMAN: Do you unierstand that?
THE WITKESS: Yes. g
- THE FOREMAN: You=me subject to call. |
MR. LANE: 7You zxTe temporarily excuged.
THE WITHESS: 1 think, in recollection of whast
happened, I think the guestion you asked me, in '47 -~ T
‘¢hink I said we weren't married at the time. I misunﬁeratooﬁh
your guesticn. We were married at the time. §

{

MR. LANE: Is there anything else? ;
THE WITNESS: No, I misunderstcod the guestion, |

and I wanted to clarify thas. , §
THE FOREMAN: No further corrections? |
THE WITNESS: No. %
TEE FOREMAN: You might think over those correc— i

tions, if we call you, in the meantime.
THE WITNESS: 1Is that record available for checkiné?
ME. LANE: No; iv is a grand jury record. ?

TEE ®ITNESS: I am not familiar with the grang jur§

Thank you.

(WITNESS EXOUSED)

[N, S
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Us ve John Doe

November &th, 1950 Pasternak

‘MOERSIS  FPASTEERNAEK, oalled as & witness, &
having firss been july sworn oy the Toreman, teézifled
g8 Tullows:i-

BY KR. LAKE:

¢ Mr. kusteinak, whast is your age? L 53,

.Q Lhere were yuou osornt & bussisa.

¢ When 313 you cume to this countryr 4 Look, I

woulﬁ like o reguest adjournmens for & period ungji I et

an attorney. I haven't been able to obtain zn attorney.

¢ You dun't have any right o0 reguest an ajjournmenu.z

4 I think I have the right.

& You can refuseto asnswer any guestions which you
think may tend to incriminate or Jegrade you; but this is

a zrand jury praoeeiingf 4 Well, I am not a lawyer, of

course. I unjerstand that people are entitled to be repre-

sented 0y an attorney.

§G DNot befecre a grand jury. & VWell, I dor't know. I
sseume that that is so.

& Nc, that's not so. If you think any cuestions which

I =8k you may teni to incriminate you or degrade you, I |

think you know what that means, you cah say that you decline
to znewer on ihe ground that the snewer will tend to incridn-
ate or degradje you. In that event you will then zo down to

the courtrocm, we'll put the guessticn to the Juize, and if

the Judge Teels 1t will tend t¢ iancriminzte or degrade you

~he will perwit ycu to stand by your answer. If the Juige

feels that the answer tc the guesstion will nct tend to
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incriminate or 3Jegrade you, he will then direct you to answef
the guessicn. If you don't znswdr the guestion, he will theé
held you in contempt of court ani probally have the Marshal |
sake you ani bring you over to the West Sgtresv Heuse of
Detention until such %ime &8 you znswer the guestion. Is ?
shat clear? In other words, you are here —-- I assume you |
are an American ciltligent 4 I am.

QI assumé you want to cocperate, don't you! A I jo.

¢ You appreciaté the facu thet you=zre calleﬂa; a
witness and not =8 & defendant? 4 Tell. |

qQ .I want you to bexzr shat in mind. ¥%e have hsi :
people come in here ani because tpey come before a grang
jury they sometimee feel @ liwtle bit scarei; but there is
nothing for you to pe seared sbout, if you just tell the truth
about thinzs.which I zm going to ask you. They may pertain
to comebody else, but 1f they may incriminate someboly else,
you cannot refuse to answer on that ground even thouzh they
may be related to you. Do you unierstang? In other words, |

if my brother 3i3d semething wronz, and I was called before a

grand jury, the fact that I knew he il somthing wrong, I

cannot sey I refuse to answer because i1t is liable to hurt i

my brother. Lo you get it? & Yes. i
¢ %her 313 you come to the Unifed Statest 4 In 1606,
W When 313 you become an american citizen? 4 1917. i

“here were you naturalizei? 4 In New York.

£

In ¥ew York City? 4 Yes.

&
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’V Q¢ In what court? A I v.ink it was the U. £.
Supreme Court.
, the New York Supreme Cours? = The New York Supremé
Uourt.,
¢ When were you married? & 1928, I believe.
q Thas's your Oﬂiy‘marriage, L seke ity 4 Yo, I wae
married before.
¢ When was the fires time you were marrisd? A 1920.
q »~nd were youdlvorcedt & I was, yes.

¢ When? 4 In ‘26 or '7.

Whom were you married to the Tirst sime? 4 A woman.

&

5 What was her nzmey 4 Her name was Lerner.

Q What was her firsg name? A Goliie Lerner.

g Were you married in New York City -he firsst time?
L Yes. |

g %bam jijbyou marry the second time? A ¥lorence

- Pasternak.

@ Married in New York Cisy thd second stime? 4 Thas'se

w Do you have zny children by either marriage? &4 I
have a child by the second marriage.

. When was we child cornt » 1938.
. Eoy or girl? 4 Girl.
. Hharn's her name? 4 Carocl.

% Whzt Jo you do for a living? & I am & machiniss.

« Whow do you work forvr a4 Liquidometer Corporation.




——

LB-4 Pasternak

é ‘Qnat is the aliress théfe? A Skillman Avenﬁewéhjh
36th Strest, Long Island City.

« How long have ycubeen employed by sthe Liquilomeser
Corporaiont 4 Abous ten znd a nslf yearé.‘
o I assume you work steadlly there? 4 Yes.
Do you have any o%her cccupaticn outside of thas?
-4 Fo.
& ¥Wo covher means of income? 4 YNo.

5 Vhev do they pay you a week? i I get $#1.62% an
hour.

¢ How much Joes that gveraze & week? A On a 40-hour

tasis, let's see, sixty-five, I believe.

% Lo you own your own home? A No.

¢ Are you related to korson Scbellt A4 I am.

& %hat 1s the relasiéns;ip? A 1 am his uncle.

¢ Ie it your sister tnat's his mother? 4 Yes.

3 TWhen was the last time you visited Mporton Solell?

4 I cannot znswer thie guestion. é
@ Cn what grounds? 4 {n the zrouni of self-

inerimination, as you mentioned before.

& Youcanunot answer the question, when was the lass

time you visited Morton Sobell? 4 Yes.

¢ v¥n 5ae ground that that znswer would tend to
incndninate your 4 Yes.

4§ Do you realize whar than means? A I ﬁGﬁ‘t Know.

@ \VWhen was the last time you hegrd from or ton Sobellé

4 I cannoct unswer tha,. Guestion gon she zround you mentioned. |
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Lid4 vou receive a note containing Morson Sobell's
1 y =]

Mexico City =ddress? 4 1 canpnot answer that guesrion either

on she ground you mentioned.

. : ulready L . )
i Haven't yousanswerei 1t? & Tha was in a momens

when I ﬂiin't‘thinx about 1t, znd I Jidn'g realizevwhan I was
getting myself into.

5 BEat you 3ii enswer i, iidn's you? Weren't you
cuessioned by the Federal Bureau of lnvesiigavion Agents
tne last two Fays? A Yesteriay.

§ Where wazs that guestioning? Vhere 3i3 tha- take
place? 4 In the shop.

¢ Didn't you tell agents cof the Féderal Bureau of
Investigavion that you 3id receive & note from ¥orton Sobell?
2 I cannot answer that guestlon.

 Didn't you znswer that? How can that incriminate
you if you have already answered it? A Well, I won't answer
it now.

5 You won't answer isr A Nu, on the ground bf self-
inerimingsion.

4 hould you prefer for me to ak this grand jury to ges

a superseiing indictmens so include you, or “oesn't that

i
!
!
;
i

concern you & bitY &  what?
% +hether jouvwill be inciuded in a suprseding indicse
ment with your nepaew? s It cervaln will cuncern me.
¢ That is winat you are leading up to with your answers
here. &~ Before I .nswer such guestions I feel than 1 am

entitled to zn attorney tovadvise me.
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THE TOREMAZ: FHe couldn', help you on tha:. He
coulin', help you on that &t all, cecause yru can still
say it tends to incriminate. Fe will tell you the same
shing. 7

YEE WITNESS: After I consult my attorney then I
will know clearly whea t 5o 8ay and know what my rights
are and nave some pretection. This way T am at your
mercy, wnd I have nothing to 3o wish it. I work; I was
z hard-working man; I cupported wy family. T 3cn't see

wiy I was brought inse this shing sltozether.
« JYou understand wiat your nephew is chsrzed with,
jon't you? 4 I have an ijea from'She presé.
@  Yes, vou hzve an 1jea from the press. You know

3 -~

how serious tnat is, Jon's you, 1f the charzes are true?
& Froum what the press said, yes.

@ Fress or otherwise, you have heard whav the charges
are, ani bhén you who received a note from bim come in here
ani tell the grand jury sthat you want to be protected ani
you want to jo this and you are a harid-working man. lhom
are you trying %o fool? &ll we wunt you to 3o is cooperate
a8 an samerican civizen. 6 411 I =2m asking is for a little

silme, I am arcund, for some time for an atvorney, to zet
some advice.
& If you are innbcenﬁ, why do you ne-3 advice? 4 Sir?
¢ If you are innocent, why do you need advice? & Sure
I am innocent. 54111 in =11, I am nct & lawyer. You sre.

I a=x shink I am entitled to scme legal protection.
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¢ Youwxe notv answering the question. You are entitled-

: Which question?
¢ I say, if you are innocent, why do you need a
lawyer? & Well, mzny innocent people can zet shemselves
involved unnecess&rily.
¢, That is just z lot of bunco that you hzve learned
somewhers. 48 a matter of fact you wens %o school in Eussia¢
didn's yout | i I refuse to answer thas guestion on the
ground of self-incriminacion.
JURCH: You szlready hazve seen & lawyer anid he has
told you how to unswer.
1HE WITNESS: I haven't seen & lawyei.
JURCR: You Zidn't think that up yourself.
THE WIINESS: Well, I have heard aout it. Er. -;
I don't know your name. |
KR. LANE: Lane is the name.
TEE WIYNESS: Mr. Lane just mentioned that to me, |
t0ld me my rishts, how I can answer.
JURCE : Thav is the first time ycu have hearj ig?
TEE WITKNESS: I heard the term. T had g vague
ijea what iv was.
o It ﬁasn‘+ S0 vague. You teok it up in that school
you went so. & Npb§ btoo vague. '
TEE FOREMsN: You were instructe3 how to answer

guestions.

™

xr

=

‘B WITNESS: Mr. Lgne, you yourself told me.
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o I tcld you, thas's right; but you héarj it before |
you heard me say so. & That's a matter cf hearsay. I musé
have hear3d the térm,noc doubt, reading the press ani talkingf
tc people. ,

; Let's you and I getv one thing straighs. Then I asg
you & guestion you Temain gquiet until I finish, =zn3 when I
talk you remein gulet until I ask the nexs ohe. Don't try
to inserrupt me because I have seen tnose tactics before.
4 All rigrt, I will 3Jo thas.

¢ The question 1s! You have been schooled before
in how to answer guesiions before juries, haven'y you?

4 I pave not. :

Q hzve you‘ever hear3 znyone explzin the guestion i
of your conssitutional rights? A I went to school; I have
some iiea of my constitutional rights.

¢ %ho explained them %o you? What schocl explained
them? 4 Public school, hizh school. ‘

& What high school &nd wnat public schocl? 4 I ﬁon'ﬂ
remember. I shink it was Fublic School 7 I went to. f

¢ In this couﬁzry? A In tphis country.

Q Did shey explain your consnituuionél rights to
yout A They 31id not explair particularly my cens titusional
rizhts.

% who 313T 4 It was ¢x:lained that we live in a

Jemocratic form of zovernment znd tha: & person hes certain
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rizhts.
L “hat schoul was tihls, ©hat grammar school was this

T I'4 like 5S¢ Xnow which cnethaet was.

o

thaet explained tha
. Tell, perhzps i1t wasn't the grammar school. I am 53 yearé
old. |

., Then you must have a pretviy zcold memory. lell us
whzt school 1t wasY & I Ju n0% say %the grammar school |
'particularly.

w Yousald public school somet ing. I assume you
meant she grawmar school? 4 In public school chiliren are
szuzht toe form of dJemocracy in shis counsry, that's all.

L We are not looking for general unswers. Ve know
all ubout that as well as you do. I want something specific.
Tirst of all, where 3id yuu z0 to schocl in this country?

4 I went tc P. 8. 7 on Chrystie Strest, I believe it was.

¢ When was thatr s 1906.

¢ When 31d you graduate? 4 I 3idn't grajuate. I
500k & speclal examination 1n 1913 ani ent@ed Hebrew
Tebhnicel Institute,which was & traie school.

@ Where is that located? 4 That is not in existence
any more. It was loczted on Stuyvesant Strest.

Q How ¢ld were you then? 4 In 1913 I must —— that's
abous 17 years vld, I imagine -- znd shen I entereid Cooper
Union Instituse, night.

« When 313 you grajuate frow she Hebrew Technical

Schoul? & No, I envered Eebrew Technical in 1910 znd grag-
uavted 1913.
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& A8 whsw @8 z machinist? 4 Kot exacsly. It is
scme general ccurse io macChine practice, use of machines.
. Did ycu grajuave? & 1 ﬂiﬁ.
¢ Sow many students were &t the school? 4 It wasn'tg
a big school. I Jjudge maybe 100, maybe 150.
Where is it located? 4 Stuyvesant Stre=t.
¢ When 3id 1t go out cf existence? A I sthink it
went out of e Xstence Juring the war when it was taken over
by some --
« By the way, were you in the firss war? 4 No.
G Did you register in she draft for the firstv war?
£ 1 did. I wzs rejected cn nccount of heizhs.
G Whae? 4 I was rejected. 4§ that time they used
the term "rejected” instead of "deferred’.
& ©On mcecount of whatY 4 I was tco cmall.
Q Th&t the only reason? A Yes.
q After you grajuated from the Helrew School, you
o Cooper Uniocn? & Yes.
¢ When 313 you go there? A I enter&i 1915.
« How long were you there? 4 Six years.
@ Did you grajuase? . I 315.
what .ort of & course 3ii you sake there? 4 Chemissry.
o OChemistryr & Yes. t
¢, L thought you said yo: were = michinig: 4 Well,
it wasn't z school with any acaiemic staniing =v thas

time. lt is now.
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¢ Did you gradjuate?r = I 3ij.
G Get & diploma? 4 %Wish a 3jiploma, yes.

4 Did you Zo to &ny orvher schools after that

g Never? Ypu never went vo another school?
4 I cannot answédr that guestion on the ground of self-
incrimination.
¢ You have already answered it. 7You ssild no, you
never went o ancther school. A I 3131 nossay no.
MK, LaNE: Mr. Heporter, 3i3 he say no?
THE WITNESS: 1f I 3id --
(Question znd answer of the witness reai as
follows: ", DD YLU go to any other schools
af ter thas? & No.") ‘
@ That is the angwer? A The answer is, I canncs
answer this guesstion.
@ #whyt A On the grouni that you suggesseld, of
self-incrimination.
Q I 3iin', suggest 1T. 4 You gave me some rights.
Q I gaid thav you could use that as an excuse if ig
were legitimate. A That's she point. If I were v hsve an
attorney, you would save yourself guite a log of time and
trouble. He would be avle tc tell me which ‘jg legitimave
and which isn't. I don't know.
iy You have to devermine that yoursel £, Youcannot

. here
answer that guestion ani give any answers/ which aren't
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“gruthful. That means legitiudte. Now, 3id you leave the |

country af ter you arrived here in, what wzs 1t? 1906 you
said you arrived h.re? A Yes. | !
¢ Did you ever leave this country? A I cannot
angwer this cuestion on the grodnﬁ cf self~-incriminasion.
& Lthe fact shat you lefs this country mizht tend to
inoriminate you. s» I wight; I don't know.
Q Did you ever go to Rusela? 4 I cannot answer this
guestion either on the ground o self-incriminatvion.
¢ Did you ever attend the Lenin School? 4 I cannot
answer this guestion on the ground of self-incrimination.
TEE FUREMAN: You are sort of catching cn to
those answers.
THE WITKESS: It is not hard tc casch on.
THE “CREMAN: You are trying tc be facetious
and smart. |
TEE WITNESS: I am not trying to be smart.
THE FOREMAK: Yes, ycu are.

TEE WITNESS: I am just trying 5o protect myself.

If I would have an atstorney, then I'23 have some ides

H

of what to answer ani what not to znswer. This way I é
want to take full advantage of this right. ,
JURCFE: Do ycu ceonsider yourself a8 loyal smericant
TEE WITNESS: I dJo.
JURCE: Why are ycu afraid to anewer questions

and cooperate with the loyal pmericans sitting in this
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Mr. Lane, will not try to srap you znd will
protect your rights. ©hy jon't you cooperate?
THE WITKESS: I am trying to cooperate. I
j.n't know what tkis is &ll leading %so. I do not
want to be involvéd in is.
JURCE: You &are invclved as & citigen of the %
United States, and if you consider yourself & |
loyal citizen, then you should cocuperate.
THE WI TRESS: I am trying to cooperate. The
~only provision, if I would get what I thought is
a right vo be repregented by &n attorney, then
everything would go off. 4Ag it is I do not know
what is whasn, and I'3 like tc have tharright, to
sn attorney, and I'3 like %o urge you to postpone

this, if possible.

Q¢ Bon't talk so much. Just answer questions. TYou
are not supposed tc give speeches. Did you show the note
that was slipped unier your 3jcor from Sobell to your wife?
A I cannot angwer this guestion.

¢ ovn the egame grounds? A On the same grounis.

¢ Lid you show the nove 50 anyone else? A I'cannot
answer thas guestion on the same grounis,

¢ How long :id you keep the note? L4 I cannot answer

thas guesticn, on the sume grounis.
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¢ EBach time you €&y yocu cannot answer it is cn the

srounds thas it would tend to incriminate ycu, is that

correct? 4 That's right.

{J
%

33 you 3essrcy the notet & I cannot answer that
guestion on the ground o self-lncrimination.
@ Did you discuss the note wish anvone besides your

wifer 4 I cannot answer thav guesticn on the grounds of

' self-incrmination.

¢ When 313 you receive the ncte? A I cannot answer
that guesticn on the ground of self-incrimination.

. Fhere 413 ycu go on your vacation in July 19507
A Camp Unity.

4 %ith whom? A Myself.

¢ When was that, 3o you know the Jate? 4 July 17th,
I believe it was. |

4 Were you shere for two weeks? 4 Yes. The plant
closed jown and it was our dant's vacation time.

Vias your brother Louis at the camp at that time?

4 In and out.

i, Is he the owner of the camp? A I 3. not know
myself wnat tne setup is.

¢ Doee he manage the camp? # I think he is
meneger. I dcn't Know what he is.

¢ How cld is her A He's about seven or eight years
older than me, close to sixsy rossibly. |

¢ Ie he msrried? 4 Now thar I know of. No, he's

nct.

¥

i
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‘Q When 3id he come to the United States? A Ignink o
he came two years before me; it must have been 1904,

¢ Did hLe cume elone? & It is nos clear in ry mind.
& - Areé your perents in Russis? & Ly fasher died
when I was a year and a n&lf old.

7 Did your mother come Ty sthis counsry? A My mother
came with me and cne cof ny sisters.
 ©She stilil iivieg?Y & Nc, sne is not.

¢ Your sisters, did you say! A4re they in this
couptry? A They are.
¢ TWhere o they live? 4 They live in the Bronx.

G Wherezbouts in the Bronx? First of all, what
are their names? A Dora Ruchames.

& *khat 1s her addresst A I don't remember. I ,now
the house. |

¢ What streett 4 It is on 152nd Street and Ccncord
Avenue, I believe.

@ Whas 1s the telephone number? A I do not knom;
they h.ve no telephone.

¢ What Jdces her hustend Jo! s He had a zrocery
store there. I 3o nct knuw whether he retired.

« VWhat is his first name? & His first ncme is Ben.
« What 1s your other esister's neme? 4 Rose Sobell.
« Bave ycu any other brouthers cr sistere in thig

country: & I nuve wacther sister.

& Abev 1s he' npameér i her name is Anna Yeinstein.
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', Where dces she live? & They live soweplace cn
Washington avenue. I rarely ever visit her.
. ; t - = . : 2 S
L what ls her husband g nsne? A Her busband is jead.

& TWhat 1s hei telephcnse numbery 4 I 40 not think
they have one.

| o Did you see your brosner Louls at camp 1n July of
19507 4 I 3id, yes.

@ Did ycou discuss toe note w th'him? 4 I canrnot
snswer this guestion un the ground ¢ self-incriminasion.
¢ Do you know this Willlem Danziger very well?
4 Never heard o him.
¢ Did you ever see him? A I never heard cr saw
cf him. |
@ Did your brother Louls mention that he had heard fro@
Sobell, Morton Scbell? 4 Hever. |
4 Do you know &3ith Levitov? 4 Yes, I met her when
Morton Sobell moved into Queens, yes, Flushing.
iy, Did you talk vd th her in July of 1950% A I must

have exchznged & few words with her.

“here? 4 In camp.

A

g 4t Camp Unityr =& Yes.
W ere the Sobells up there toc, the esldiers?
4 I never saw them up there.

Q& You were there fcr two weeks? 4 That's right.

& Lid ycou register up there?Y 4 <yre.
« “het 1s the answer? 4 Yes.

« #hat 113 you pey for your stay up there & week?
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A Regular fee; fcf%&jgﬁiié}s a’weék;%}giﬁfwé£§Nforty_nwo
Jollars.

& You say you were alone up there? 4 Yés, my wife
couldn's coume.

Q Did yousalk so Mrs. Morton Sobell recently? 4 Yes,
I spoke to her a couple of weeke ago.

i [id yvu digcuss with her her appearance before the
grand jury? A No-.

5 [Did she discueé with you her appearance before the
grand juryr 4 She 3id not.

g Did you tvell Edish Levisov about the note? 4T can—j
not answerlnhis wuestion on the ground of self~incrimination.

Q ﬁiﬂ you tell anyone where Sobell could be reachej,d
Mprtcn Sobell? A I cannot answer this guestion on the grouns
¢f self-incrimination. :

¢ How would that incriminate you? 4 Well, you see,
the whele tcing is such theas, well, I Jdon't know, meybe I amé
wrong, it is possible that I am wreong all along vwhe line. |

Q You'rEalize frem the guesstions that this pertains
to Mdorton Sobell and nct %0 you particularly? 4 Well, iw
concerns me LCo.

THE FOREMAN: How?

% In whasway? s  From your guestions.

g Ixecept what you know about Sobéll. You see, Mr.
Pgesternsk -— & May I say one word?

g Yes. s I Znow 1t mzy be the last time I will make

this plea. You are not representing me. I would like %o hay

e e e S ——




and then you snd I and &ll of us woull know whas'se what., As

ig is,
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the right, or the permiseion, to coasults with an stsorney,

«s I mentionez, I 30 nct know what's what,
JURCR: Mr. Lazne, when was he subpocnaed?

ME. LANE: EHe was subpoenzed qulte a while

ago. (To witness:) Veren't you?

e

TEE WILNESS: No; vesterday. Ve workeid untir

twe-thirty. TYesteriay was a holiday.

MR. LaKE: Yesterday wzs zlection day, bus

not & holiday. You worked, didn's yout

TEE WITNESS: I worked until 2:30.

JURCF: He could have hsj 2 lawyer if he wag

subpcenzed yesterday.

ME. LsN¥: &as & matter cof fact yéu may
recall his gisser ned a lewyer, She same one
représenting Sobell in this case.

JURCE: He hus obvicusly hzd a lawyer.

MR. LilE: He doesn't need any lawyer.

JURCEH: Mgy I ask this, Mr. Lazne? He is

meking m very unfavorable impression cn the jury,

and I want o pe fair. I'3 like to ask: Youwereé

taught demcocracy in the private schools anid the

i
|

{

gchools you sistended and you admlt that you belie%e

in cur Jemccracy?

IHE WITHRSS: I surely do.

N

i




unierstand it, you :

Zovernment.

You zre not meking an

Fgsternak

JUROR: If yo. pelisve in cur Jdemoccracy =2nd

zpprecigse the fact we are all

american citizens, $rying tc help
You are not stupid, we

impressicn on us.

you are maxing is not geod, =0l we wre srying %o
relp you. We are all smeirican citigens, and your

I jo nubt want

mekinz that lmpression.

opportunity t¢ ccensult with an attorney.
gentlemen are making an essertion. It

possible for me fto reach & lawyer.

answers to the questions are sstupid.

ANUTHEE JURCK: You seem tc want 5o get into

the szme mess your nephew is in.

THE WITNESS: Look, ledies znd gentlemen,

W get inoto any mess.

JURCE: You are deving it by your own state-

ments.

THE WITNESS: 4and I am swfully scrry if I am

It is nov my intention.

411 I am sayiog is that I'9 like to hsve an

You
wasn't

I received the

(Mr. Lune, resuming:)

;q}’
tnink we

%

':30. I ran around and couldn't ges a lawyer.
Mr. Fusternak, sc amuch for speeches. I 3o not

are interested in speeches. & I kncw.

and I shink she grand jury is getvsing just a

The impreesg

115515

(=5

subpoenz, I believe it was 11:30, z2nd I werked until

bis fed up wisigqxun£Ui;ﬁ§;ﬁmliﬁﬁwxguguuihzmmhaXE~hﬁﬁﬂ~Xﬁzxméwm
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Pasternak

fair. They have tried to be anﬁyﬁévérﬁéne4éﬁ~é£ééiigggwjob,
but patience is =z virtue and it is limited in some wWays, |
sut what you are~trying to io, ze IAsee it here, zni vou areé
making & pretsy good sstabrat it, you are apparently Jeliber-
ately trying to become a martyr in the sense ycu want $o

be thrown in tois -- walt & minute, 1et me finigh -- in

this iniictment, which is very simple: I can ask sni zert &
supersedtg indictment, the penalty for which is death, and
you unjerstand it is a capltal offense, and if you are tarres

3

with the s=me orush, thav is exactly what I am going %o ask

them to 3o, and from yeur atsistuie here -- it ieads mne to

no other conclusion -- that ycu are up in this to your neck,
otherwise you would come out &nd tell us g few simple little

facts we discussed here today.

(Cons. by IVG)
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November 8, 1950
M., Pesternack

(Mr. Lene)

Q (Cont,) I have asked you questions about certaln facts;g
You have deliberately refrained from doing it, because youi
58y thét the facts will tend to incriminate you. Well, |
if those fects tend to incriminate you, then you should beg

in this indictment. There is no question about that. (

b

‘On the other hend, if those facts don't tend to lncriminate
you, and you are perfectly lnnocent, and you are here 1o
cooperate and tell us what you know about Sobell, then you
don't bélong in any indictment., A Filrstly, I don't think
any sane person would want to get themselves involved in
the indictment, and I am not en insane person., I can't
see how you make such a atatemenf in eany way. All I enm
asking is the opportunity to consult an attorney for a
couple of deays or so, and you recall me, I thiﬁk that 1is
a fair proposition.

A JURCR: May I ask you a question? When

were you interviewed by the P, B, I.?
THE WITNESS: Yesterday morning.
A JUROR: Thank you.

Q@ Well, my feeling is that after yéu go out of
here today, you won't need a 1awyer or anything else, All
you need is a lawyer to represent you in the event you are
indicted, because your attitude is one which is hostile,
un-American, and as I see it pro-Communist,

Now I want to ask you one more Question: I put

the question to you about your schooling, whers you went to

i
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'States. I am not going to ask you about the Lenin School,

Union School, you said? A That's right.

school, the various schools you attended in the United

because you refused to answef the question. I know»all
about‘that, too. But I eam esking you if, in those three
schools that you mentioned - the public school, number
something, and the Hebrew school, and the mechanical school
you went to - = A It wasn't a Hebrew school; it was a
technlicel school, It was & regﬁlar, non-sectarian school,

% You called it a Hebrew school. A It is the
Hebrew Technical School; that is the name of it.

Q@ I am not concerned whether 1t ie Hebrew or

Irish or Scotch; I want the name cf it., And the Cooper

@ Now, in any of those schools, did you receive
any instruction as %o your righte if you appeared before =
Grand Jury? A Ng.

Q@ Then you must have learned it somewhere else.

A Well, I read pepers and books, and you get some idees,.
| Q@ But you never learned that from papers or
books, 4id you? A OCh, yes; pepers constantly carry
W#itneeses glving these answers.
Q@ And thet is where you got 1it? A Apparently
@ What papers did you get it from? A THEE NEW
YORK TIMES.
Q VWhet issue? A I am a regular reader of it.

I can't recall the issue - every time there is some trial
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it is carried. For instance - -
Q@ Let us not go into that. You are a good
speaker. ‘
A JURCR: What kind of people are Afraid
of incriminating themselves - innocent or gullty
people?
THE WITNESS: Innocent and guilty.
A JURCR: Where 414 you learn that?
THE WITNESS: I can visuallize that; it is

not hard to visusalize,

Q@ Do you have a typewrliter in your home? A Yes,

Q@ Could you produce it if I asked you to, or
would that tend to incriminate you, too? A No; if you
want it you will go through the legal procedure, and I

will produce it, certainly.

THE FOREMAN: Where did you learn about the !

legal procedure?
of law

THR WITNESS: The question/is not a mystery;

it is constantly in the press.
A JURCR: Mr, Pasternack, 1f you consulted
e lawyer he couldn't tell you any more than Mr,
Lane Jﬁst told you, He would alsoc tell you, if
he were the right kind of lawyer, to tell the
truth.
ANOTHER JUROR: Unless you want to become

e defendant,

S— o i s i e
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THE WITNESS: I certainly do not.
A JURCR: And we are very anxypus to help
you and try toflve you the benefit of what’you
could get from a lawyer.
THE WITNESS: May I say one word, Mr. Lane?'
Q@ Just & minute, Mr. Pesternack; in line with
your answer thet you gave cooperation, a sample of it is
when I asked you if you would bring a typewriter, and you
said, "If you go through the legal procedure I will,"
Thset i1s your idea of cooperation, that we have to subpoena
it to get it in here; and you wouldn't produce it volun-
tarily, would you? & (No answef.)

Q@ What is the answer? A I gave my answer.

Q What 1s the answer? Give it to me again, so
that I will understand 1t., A I don't see why my type-
writer hes to be here,

THE FOREMAN: That is not for you to even

consider. You were asked the question, and
answer "yes"vor "no, ™ ;
Q Will you produce the typewriter volunterily,
without a subpoens? A No. |
¥ I think that answers it.
A JURCR: You eare asking for something.
MR. LANE: Xr. Foreman, would you ask the
witness to step out of the room? |

THE FOREMAN: Step out for a minute.
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Q Oh, one more question. Go béck to the chelr
for a second., Do you have any property or money, 1h case
of ball, in fhe event you should be 1$dicted? A I dohot.

& How much could you raice? A I don't have any
money; why should I raise money?

MR, LANE: Would you have him step out?

Q And, incidentally, for your information, don't |
light cigarettes in this room without getting permission.
A 1 asked the Foreman, and I am sorry, but the Foreman told

me to.

THE FOREMAN: I ellowed him to do that.

{(WITNESS EXCUSED -
LATER RECALLED.)

Q@ Mr. Pasternack, did you register in Washington
under this recent Communist Act that was passedé A I
didn't, |

@ You didn't register in Weshington? A No.

Q@ With the Attorney General's office, in the past
month? A ©No, I dién't,

Q Were you a member of the Communist Party?
A I cannot answer this question.

Q@ Are you now a member of the Communist Party?
A I cannot answer this cuestion on the ground of self-

incriminetion.

Q@ You say you cannot answer that now on the grout

e e =ttt £ o . P N e,
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of self-incrimination? A That's right.
| Q@ Now I ask you, did you register under the
recent Communist Actrthat was passed? A I did not, I |
answered that already.
THE FOREMAN: B careful of your impertinence),

when you say that to Mr, Lene., We &ll heard the

answer,
THE WITNESS: I am sorry; no impsrtinence
was intended. |
THE FOREMAN: But it was impertinent.
THE WITNESS: Then I am sorry; I didn't in-

tend 1%.

Q You understand that if you are s Communist
you are supposed to regieter under that Act? A I am not
entirely clear on that.

Q@ Well, that is what the bill says: If you are
s Communist you are supposed to reglster under that Act - -
isn't that so? A As I say, I am not clear on it. If you

say so, I will assume it.

@ You heve read the Act, haven't you? A I
think I read 1t, but it wasn't very clesr to me, The legall
languege I don't understend.

& In any event, you did not register, d4id you?
A No, I didnttv.

A JUROR: Dild you register in the last

election?
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THE WITNESS: I did.
A JURCR: Under what pérty?
THE WITNESS: That question, too, I refuse
to enswver.
A JUROR: That is public knowledge, it 1is
printed.
THE WITNESS: My politicsl affiliations, I
believe « -~
Q@ On what ground did you refuse to answer that
.question? A On the ground that my political affiliations
are not to be inquired into.
Q Thet is not a proper ground for refusing to
answer that question, You can refuse to answer only on
the ground that 1t would tend to incriminate you., A That

wag my answer.

A JURCR: Mr, Lsne, would you tell him that
the public records show how everybody registered,'
whether 1t was Democrat, Republican, Socislist

or Communist?

§ - @ Did you understand that? A Yes, I understand,
Q@ Do you understand thet the public records will

show how you registered? A I presume so,

% Yet you refuse to answer the question? A My
understanding 1s thet political opinions andé affilistions %
are not to be inguired into. \

% Where did you understand that? A Again, from
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general reading.
S Well, once agein you are wrong, A Well, I

haven't been wrong before,

MR, LANE: , I don't want to

continue thigfﬁny more today. Will you direct
the man toﬁﬁé back next week - Wednesday, at
ten o'clpék, in Room 401.
'Qﬁﬁ FOREMAN: That is November 15th,
Wednggday, at ten,
4 f THE WITNESS8: Do you have to merk the card?
KQ/ You don't have to mark 1t., You know what

time - gﬂJWednesday, at ten o'clock, in Room 401, A A1l
righty/ g
/ A JURCR: Mr, Foreman, and I assume it is |

understood that we don't want the answers here

next week that he didn't speak to counsel,

Q@ You hsve a week to get gcounsel, and next weekﬁ

in the event you refuse to answsr questions, you be preparseg

end come with a tooth-brush, because I will not fool with
you any more. I am golng to ask this Jjury to take the

proper ateps,

(WITNESS EXCUSED) :
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FLORENGCE PASTERNACK, called az &
witness, having first been duly sworn by the
Foreman, testified asvfollows: V

BY MR. LAKNE:

Q@ How o0ld are you? A Forty-five,

Q@ And were you born in this country? A No,
Q Where? A I guess it is Polang.
Q@ And when dié you come to this country? A 191
% Are you an Americen citizen? A Yes,
& Naturalized? A Yes.
% 4 When were you naturalized? A 1929,
| % Are you married? A Yes.,
Q@ And your husband is who? A Morris,
& Morris Pesternack? A Yes,
& Is this your only marrisge? A Yes, sir,
Q& And you were married when? A 1928,
& And you have & child? A Yes,
@ How 0ld? A Twelve,
Q@ A girl? A Yes.
Q Where dld you go to school? A In Brooklyn;

I don't remember the public school number,

® In Brooklyn? A Yes,

Q@ And dié you go to high school? A No, I didn
go to high school.

w

When dié you come to this country, you say?

A 1913.
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% Now, did you leave the country et all, from
the time you arrived here? A Look, I don't think I am
going to answer any more questions, becsuse I ha#en‘t had
a chance to consult a lawyer; I don't know what this is all
about, and I thihk I have the legal right to get a‘lawyer
first.

Q@ No, you don't have any such right before a
Grand Jury, A Well, then, I won't answer any more ques-
ticns,

Q Let me advise you of your constitutional righte.
You must answer all duestions put to you by this Grand Jury.
You can refuse to answer any Queétions, the answers to which
might tend to either incriminete or degrade you, but you
must state for the record, each time I ask you a question,
that that particular answer tends to incriminate or degrade
you. Do you understand that?

Now, the question I ask is: When did you flrst

come to this country? A 1913,
& Did you leave thie country after 19132 A I |
refuse to answer.
Q On what ground? A On the ground that I want
to consult a lswyer, |
Q@ Well, you can't refuse on that ground; you can‘

only refuse to answer on the ground that the answer would

tend to incriminate or degrede you; and I want that ex-

pressed - otherwlse we will have to go down before the Couri.

H
i
H
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A All right, I refuse to enswer on the ground that 1%t will%
incriminate or degrede me,
Q The question was:! Did you leave the United
States after you arrived? A That's right. |
THE FOREMAN: Will you answer that?
THE WITNESS: Oh, that 1s not important,
Yes, I went to Europe.
When? A In 1930,
Did you have a passport? A Certainly.
Did you go alone? A Yes,

long
How/were you in Europe? A Approximately a

& »© o o

year and a helf,

Q@ Where did you 1live in Europe? A Most of the
time I lived in Moscow.

Q@ For a year and & half? A Yes.

Q@ And you say you went alone? A Well, I met my

husband there.
@ You met your husband in Moscow? A Yes,
§ W When dié you meet him? A We were married

before I left.

Q That 1s what I thought, but you saldyou met
him over there, As I understand 1t, you left this country §
end you met him in Moscow? A That's right. ;

% And when @1d he go to Moscow? A I refuse to%

. §

answer any questlons regarding my husband, on the grounds |

that it might incriminate him,
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1t might incriminate him., A I don't know all these legal

et e e b 2 <4 e A A e e 3t . P60 POV £ 0 A P A 00 5 ot

Q@ You can't answer that way, on the grounds that

details.

Y Do you conslder yourself a good Americen?
A I certainly do.

¢ What is your definition of a good American?
A A good American 1s one that upholds the laws of the

country and behaves as a decent human being, that 1s & con-

siderate peréon,and works and earns a living and bothers
no one, ;
Q@ And cooperates with the authorities when there
hee been any crime committed, too, I suppose? A I imeging
80, |

Q& And is this your idea of cooperation? A I
don't know what this is all about.

% It is all about the Sobells. A I know, but

I heve nothing to do with the Sobells.

% But you can answer a few gquestions, and let
ue decide, We don't say you are involved, but we 4o think %
the Sobells are involved, and you can at least answer some?
questions pertaining to the Sobells, couldn't you? A Thené
why all the questions about me? i

Q@ That is preliminery, that is background, Allg
right, let us get to the Sobells and see if you are inter-
ested in cooperating. Do you remember thaet note that the

Sobells sent to your husbend? A T refuse to answer,
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Q@ On what ground? A On the grounds that 1t

A JUROR: A little loucer, pleése.
THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on the
grounds that 1t would incrimlnate or degrade me. |
Q And after this speech of how cooperative you
ara, you come out with that answer. Do you mske 1t & prac-,
tice to insult the intelligence of people? A Do I what? {
& Do you meke 1t & practice fo insult the 1ntel-§
ligence of people? A No, I don's, :
Q That is exactly what you are doing before thisE
Grand Jury. A I have no intention of insulting enybody.
Q@ I will tell you what I intend to do, for your j
ihformation. We have had too many people come before this

Grand Jury- like you snd your husband - and I think the time

hes come when this Grand Jury will tske steps to try to put|

e stop to this sort of thing.
We try to be falr in this Grand Jury; we try to

treat you like ordinary Americen citlzens, but you don't

act liks American citizens. Every one of you people that
come in here, who have Communist effiliations - you go g
through the same patterng Well, the time has changed, :
Even 1f I am going to have to ask this Grand Juryg
to indict you and your husbenéd, I am going to do it, becaueé
anybody that refuses to cooperate, like you and your hus- é

band, ere just &s gullty as Sobell and the rest of them, |

i
i

i
i
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We are trying to get you people to cooperate,

‘but you don't want to do it, and by refusing to answer

questions 1t seemeg to me that you are practically admltting
thét you people have a part in this dastardly scheme, Oh,
you haﬁe your smile, but maybe you won't be smiling a week
or two from now, A I am sorry, but you have made a lot
of accusations; you have accused me of having Communist
leanings and tendenclss, and you have no grounds - =-

Q@ Aren't you married to & Communist? A I am
married to Morris Pasternack.

Q Did he ever belong to the Communist Party?
A I don't know, |

Q@ You don't know? A No.

Q Did he ever tell you that he belonged to the
Communist Party? A I don't know.

& Did you know that he wen:t to the Lenin School
in Moscow in 19307 A I don't know,

Q@ You were there at the time, weren't you?
A Yes.

€ What was he doing there? A He was working
there,

% Was he working for the Russian Government?
A I refuse to answer.

Q@ You have already seid he was working there in
30, A I refuse to answer any more questions.

Q@ Upon what ground? A Upon the ground that 1t
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will incriminate

Q When 4id you last consult an attorney? A I
haven't seen an attorney,
% When dld your husband last see an attorney?

A I don't think he has seen an attorney; we haven't had

time,

% Were you worklng in Moscow in '30, too?
A I was a typist.
& Whom were you working for in '30? A I was

working for the Moscow News, a newspaper.

% Who

% Who
there, that pald

Q Who
there,

@ Who
the ladﬁ‘s name,

% How
remember,

% How

BN -
_?'.. IR T

F, Pasternack

me,

owned that? A I don't know.
paid you in '30? A There was an office |
me, |

got you the job? A I got it when I got
wes your bose? A I don't even remember

much 4id you get a week? A I don't

long did you work? A For as long as I

wes there, prectically.

% How

over a year, a year and four or five months., I don't re-

member exactly.

Q@ Dig

for the Moscow News? A I refuse to answer,

long was that? A A year; about a 11ttlei

your husband work while he was there, too,
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< Upon what ground? A On the ground that 1%

would tend to incriminate me.

(CONTINUED BY ED)

i

I
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(Mr. Lane)

bd 1 Florence Pasternack
JUROR: Are you & Communiest? |
THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on the grounds -
3 (By Mr, Lane, cont!g) Did you register under the
Communist bill that was recently passed? A No.
Q You couldn't refuse to ansver that one, could you? !
A I didn't register, »
Q Well, you understand that &1l Communiste are
supposed to register? A Well -~
Q Don't you? A I don't know. I refuse to anewer
that.
THE FOREMAN: Did you get instructions not to
reglster? '
THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer.

-~

Q@ On what grouri? A On the grounds that it will
lnoriminate nme.

Q Did you read the vill? A No. I read some of it
in the newspaper, but I 4idn't read the whole bill,

Q ¥You know, nder the bill, the Communiste are re-
quired to reglster, don't you? A Yes, I read something
1ike that,

Q And were ycu ever a Communist? A I refuse to
answer on the grounds that it will incriminate me,

Q Are you a Communist now? A I refuse to answver
on the grounds that 4% will ineriminate me,

Q Are your parents living In Russia? A My parents
sre dead, both parents, '
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Q Were they born in Russia? A I guess -- I don't
gkncw whether it was Russia or Poland,
| Q What was the town that they were born in?

A I think it was at that time Poland,

Q What town were you born inf A Polish, I think it
l wag Polish, It was a very small place.
§ Q@ But that doesn't give me the name, the name of the
‘town., A 1 don't even remember what it was, Gdynia, or
something like that,
Q Wmt part of Poland is 1t in? A I d&n't know.
It was not far from -- 1t was a very tiny village, so it
. was really -- '
JUROCH: Well, near what city?
THE WITNESS: I had never been to a city. I don't
think it was too far away from Warsaw. I'm not sure.

Q Well, don't you have naturalization papers?

A Yes,
R Well, isn't it in there? A No.

BY THE JURY:

Q How many miles from Warsaw? A 1 have no idea.

Q@ You have no idea? A No.

Q Do you know, you are acting very atupld, A Vell,
I'm sorry. I was seven years of age.

Q You are not impressing me about your -- you are not

as stupild as you are trying to impress us.

‘A I'm sorry. But I was a child when I came here.
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Q You know, you are not impressing the Jury at all,
A I had never gone to school when I was there.

Q@ You don't look stupid, bBut you are acting so.
BY MR. LANE: |

Q@ Is that the only time you left the e¢ountry, in
19307 A Yes,
Ard you returned in 19327 A '31,
When d41d your husband leave the country? A 1929,

O 0P

And when were you married? A 1928. é
Q ’&nd when was your child bornt A 1932; yes, she is §

twelve years, |
Q Where was she born, here 6r in Russia? A Here,
Q@ I thought you were gone from 1930 to 1932,

A Oh, 1938, Excuse me. I'm wrong. My child is twelve

years old. 1938. I'm sorry.

S Do you-have}a typewriter in your home? A Yes,
3 Do you use 1t? A Sometimes.

Q Did you correspond with Morton Sobell? A No,
Q Did you talk with him? A No,

Q Did you see the note that he wrote from Mexiaeo?
A I refuse to answer,

Q On what ground? A On the grounds that it W1l
ineriminate me.

Q Do you kxnow Williem Danziger? A No, sir. I re ver
heard the nane,

Q Were you present at the time the note arrived from
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i from Sobell? A I don't know anything about any note, I

- refuse to answerbthat.

Q Well, if you don't -~ there 1s a difference, now.

- If you know smething about a note -- if you don't know some-

| thing about a note or you don't know the answer to the ques- ;
tion, you heve got to say “I don't know" or the answer is |
~ "No." But 1f you knmow, you can't -- if you don't know,
iyou can't say %I refuse to answer on the grounds that it

§ will tend to ineriminate me."® Do you understand the

? difference? A Yes, Well, all this business about a note
ZI don't know, I refuse to answer, :
| Q Well, you can't refuse to(answer. If you don't know,z
you can say "I don't know" or “I have re ver seen any note,*

fDo you follow me? A I refuse tc answer on the grounds that

1t will incriminate me,
qd Well, that means that you have seen the note, then. j
fA It doesn't mean anything,

Q Well, it does. DNow, don't you get stubborn here.

I'm telling you what the law 1s, And if you want to go down
before the Judge and spend a little time in jail, that's up
to you. But you can't come in here and try to dictate to theé

'Jury. I'm telling you what the law i1s, ani the Judge will |
tell you the same thing: If I ask you a ques;ion and you
don't know the answer, you have got to say "I don't know'
but you can't refuse to testify. Do you understand that?

' A Yes.
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bd 5 Florence Pasternack

Q So, when I ask you abbut a letter, if you don't
know you have got to say "I don't know"; but if you do know
and the answer will tend to incri minate you, you have got
to state it for the record., Now, isthat olear? A Yes,.

Q HNow, the question is: Did you see & letter which
was sent to your home by Morton Sobell? A No, I never saw

a letter.,

Q Did you discuse such a note with your husband?

" A I refuse to answer,

Q Now, if you didn't, you say “No"; if you did, you
can refuse to answer on the ground that it will tend to
inoriminate you. A That's right; |

Q Did you go to Camp Unity on a vacation in 1950,

July? A Well, yes, I was thére. On a vacation? It may
have been a week-end. I didn't lemve a vacation in July.

Q A week-emd? A Yes,

Q Did you see Mr., and Mrs, Sobell there, the seniors,
that's the father and mother of Morton? A Yes, they may hai
been there, |

Q Did you see them? A I don't recollect whe ther they
were there when & was there,

Q Dia you see Edith Levitov there? A Who is that?

Q@ Do you know her? A Who 18 that?

Q She 1g Morton Sobell's sister-in-law, A Oh, I

hardly know her., I think sh e was there, but I don't remem-
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JUROR: Was your husband there?
THE WITNESS: My husband was there.
Q And were you there with yoﬁr husband? A For a
week-end.
MR, LANE: I suggest, Mr. Foreman, that you ask
Mrs, Pasternagk to return next --
JUROR: Mr, Lane, 1 wish you would ask her one
or two more queetions - about whether she reglstered
in thielast election.
THE WITNESS: Oh, yes,
JUROR: Did you register in any particular party?
THE WITNESS: I don't think that's —-
JUROR: Well, did you register?
THE WITNESS: Yes, I registered.
JUROR: Wnhat party? |
THE WITNESS: American Labor Party.
Q That's a matter of record, so that's smething you
don't have to hide. A Yes,
Q@ Now, would you be willing to bring your typewriter
in here? A Sure, |
Q The next time? A Yes.
Q4 We don't have to give you & subpoena on that?
A No, ;
Q Good. Well, next Wednesday we would like you to be :
back, If you need any help to bring the typewriter in, I'll;
- send a car out to help you. A Ho. That's all right. ’
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Q We directed that your husband be back next Wednesday

and if he is golng to be as uncooperative as today, and as

you are, I'm going to ask the Court to do something about it

As I say, patience is a virtue, but it e s limitations and

I ﬁhink we have reached the limitation on that, We want to

do everything that's legal, but we want some cooperation on

that., If you are good American citizens, you ca&n show us

that,
THE FOREMAN: And I advise you to consult an
attorney.
MR, LANE: Now, Mr., Foreman, will you direct her
to be back? '

THE FOREMAN: You are temporarily excused until

next Wednesday at ten o'clock.

[WITNESS EXCUSED]
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Pres., by Myles J. lane, Esq. i ¥l
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bd 1 , Pasternack L

MORRTIS PASTEZRNACK, called as a witness,

heving first been duly sworn by the Foreman, testiidied

BY MR. LANE:

Q@ Now, Mr., Pasterneck, you heve an attorney now,
haventt you? A Yes,

Q@ Wnat's his name, his full name? A Mr. Perkoff.

Q Is iﬁ Morris Perkeff? A No, I don't think so.
Joseph H. |

Q What 's his address? A 274 Madison Avenue, New
York 16.

@& Now, what I want to do is to direct your attenition
to July of 1950 —- July of 1950, not June, July -- and I m
going to ask you to tell the Jury in your own words -- well,
+ first of ell, I direct your attention to July of 1950, and
I ask you if some time during July you received a letter
that was placed under your docor at your home? A It was not
a letter; it waé & note,

& A note? A When I came home Tfrom work -- I don't
recall the day; I think we worked ti1l 4:30 then, and now we
work $111 7 -~ I found a plain envelope, unaddressed, un-
gtamped. I loocked st it, picked it up, =2nd it was a very
orief note, & handwritten note. In faot, I don't think it

was even handwritten, I'm not certein; I think it was block-

lettered, unsigned,

& And what 4id it say? A I can't recall exactly what




3 A (Cont'g) As & matter of fact, I told the gentlemen of

@ penicky. I didn't know what it was about. I didn't want

S hd 2 Pasternack : o

it said, I know it referred to Morton Sobell. It was
about -~

Q Well, in your own words, what was the gist of 1t?
A The giet of it wes something to the effect zbout Morton
Sobell, that he 1s all right, or sometihing like that. I

L~

can't recall exactly.
Q And you say it was unsigned? A& It was unesigned,
Q@ Did it say he was in Mexico? A To my best recollecs
tion, nothing.
JUROR: Whet was the anawer?
THE WITNESS: I sa&id to my best recollection I
don't think it saild that.

-

the FBI who interviewed me s week ago yesterday, when I

saw -- when I received the note so surreptiticusly I becamé |
to get myself involved. I got terribly scared, because I
didnt't want to get myself involved.  And the result was
that I -- I don't know what the process of mental reaction
in my nmind was. I couldn't think, I Jjust wented to forget
about 1it.

Q And what did you do with the note? A I destroyed
it immediately, put 1t in the wastebasket and threw 1t in
the incinerator.

Q@ Did you show the note to lrs. Pasternack?

A I told her sbout it. . :
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Q Was she home ot the time? A No, she was not,

Q Then you didn't show it to her? A No, sir.

Q Now, did you tell asnybody ebout the ncte after you
received it? A Nobody.

Q Wes this sround the Tirst pert of July or was it
zround the middle? A I believe it was the eezrlilier part,
because our plant closed up the lastiwo weeks in July and
I'm under the impresgion thet i1t wes before my vacation,

R  And on your veacatlon did you go up to the camp,
Camp Unity? A Yes, sir.

@ And you had received it, had you, prior to your
going on vacation? A I received 1% prior to that, yes, sir.

Q& Did you telephone snyons o tell them about the note?

A No, sir, I did not.

Q& And was thet the first time that you had received
any word from Morton since his depsrture from New York?
A In the first place, it was not from Morton, to the best
of my knowledge; and it was the oniy thing I ever received
about him since that time,

Q@ But the gist of it was about Morion? A Yes, sir,

& 8o that you could, no doubt, assume that the note
wes Trom Horton either directly or indirectly;: itwas some ;
word from him or ebout him? A From him? What my assumptioé
in the metter ig, frankly, I don't know. I'm more confused
than I wag then confused, end I'm still confused sboubt it.

Q Well, you were a 1little frightened when you got
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that, you were a little concerned? A I was.

& Now we can digress a minute. You have brought your

typewriter with you in response to a subpoena duces tecum;

is thet correct? A Yes, sgir.

A

Q And this ig the typewriter you heve here?

Yes, sir.

¥R, LANE: Mgy the record indicste that the
witness heas produded the typewriter pursuant to the
subpoene duces tecum.

Now, will you, ¥r, Reporter, take the typewriter
and make some specimens? Now, wlll you meke one line
of each letter and symbol on'the typewriter?

My, Foreman, would you temporarily excuse
Mrs. Pasternak because, you see, the reporter is
golng to make the notations ﬁn the typewriter and
he will have to do that in the capaclty of a2 witness
then &nd you can't have two witnesses in the Jury

room at the same time. It's & technicality.

[WITNESS EXCUSED ]
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US vs John Doe

I
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i
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B E N/E pIict DeBU ﬁmF , célléﬂ aé & witness,
heving first peen duly sworn by the Foreman,
testified zs follows:- |

BY ME. LANE:

4 Your occupation? A‘ Federal Grand Jury Reporter.

& Mr. DeBuff, yoﬁ have before you a typewriter?

A Yes, sir.

¢ %hich has been proiuced pursuant to a subpoena
issued to Mr. Morris Pasternak. Will ybBu tell the jury whats
type of -a typewriter that is? 4 This is a Royal portable
typewriter, wiose serial number is O-666131.

Q Where is the serial number located? 4 On the left-|
hand side of the frame of the typewriter, as you face it.

o Will you please make copies of specimens of the
type on the machine? I want you $0 make on single lines
gpecimens of each letter, both in small size and in caps.

A Yes. (Does so.)

ME. LANE: May the recori iniicate shat Mr.
DeBuff has made specimens of the letters and symbols

cn the typewriter, which I will offer in e vidence.

(MEFKED GRAND JURY EXHIBITS 3, 4 ani 5, this
: date. )

o
A4

Will you make a copy of the following legter:

"Aug. 9th.
“Degr Friend:

Received your letter ani was zlad
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DeBuff

appears

Mexico,

I
Ay
L

50 heaf from you.

"As you know, I was not feeling wéll and
went to see a 3octor. However, no one cculd help |
me until the last few 3days, when I was able to
contact a cép notch Joctor who clsims to know whas's
wrong wish me. He assures me tha: he will have me
cured in the very nzar future.

"I zot your letser by coincidence as I don'tg
live there any longer. I have been traveling these
last few months & &8 scon as I settle down I will
let you know my whereabouts.

"S8ince rely yours,

Lew."

%11l you also type out the following ajdress which
on an envelope! "Mr. N. Walter, Caradoba, 153-4,
D.F., Mexico." 4 Yes.

MR. LANE: I think with thas, may she record

sbhow that Mr. DeBuff has typewritten those two
ezhibits, and will you please mark those as exhibigs
for the grand jury?
(MARKED GRAND JURY £XS.1 ani 2, this Jase.)
(WILNESS EXCUSED)
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"MORRIS PASTERNAK, recalled.

BY MR. LaNE:~

Q Mr. Pasternak, youare still unider oash, you
apprecisse that fact? 4 Yes.

g Ppuld you tell us where Mrs. Pasternak was con the
day that this envelope came to your home? ¥as she working
0T Was she jus s ous? £ Mywifel

Q Yes. A She was working.

q Does she have a paation, a job ssmeﬁhere? Al
would not care %o answer this guestion on the ground it may
incriminate me.

Q Now, when you received that note you were a little
apprehensive? ©Did you recognize the printing on it? 4 I
4id not; no, sir. |

Q You héj never seen that printing before? 4 I had
never sesn thas printing before.

% Did you call your sister? 4 No, sir.

Q Your sister is Morton's mother, isn'y she?

A Thas's righs.

Q@ You 3iij not call her at all? A No, sir.

G Dijd you talk with her? & Ko, sar.

@ ©Or 3id you communicate in any way withbher? 4 YNo,
gir. You mean, regariing the note?

o TYes. A RNo, sir.

@ Did you ccmmunicate in zny way regariing the note

- wish Mr. Sobell, Lhe brother-inelaw? 4 XNo sir
b ] L
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salking about your sister anj bxosher-in—law -- afver you

received this letter unier your 3Joor? A Posgibly when I

came back from ay vacation. It is nct clear.

@ ¥ould that be abous two weeks? A lhree weeks,
four weeks, I am nobk sure.

Q At thau time had ¥orton been arrested? & I don'g
think so. A%t least, nut o my knowieﬂge. No, the papers
4i3n't ocarry 1t. I knew noshing abouts is.

q¢ You diﬁn't see them in the interim? 4 No, sir.

¢ Bestween the time you got this ncte unijer your joor

"and tne time you saw them, say z month from then? A No,sir.

¢ Did you communicate $0 anyone the contents of
shat nose? & No,sir.

@ Except your wife? s I told my wife.

@ But you 3ij not tell anyohe else? A No,sir.

Q Had you known shat Morton hsd left New York Gisy?
4 I 3i3d nos.

¢ You di3dn't kaow ut that timey A No,sir,

@ Can you tell me why you were so apirehensive when
you ¢ot shav note? & as I gold you, anyboldy who wants té
commpniocate with re can 3o sco chrough the regular mails or
throﬁgb phone. I den't like this ousiness of things being
puv unier she dJoor.

Q Did you have any idea who it mighs have been who

put this ncve under your Jdoor? A I had no ijea, nu, sir.

2 When 3ii you ne xt see Mr. and Mrs. Sobell — I am

¢

s ot 0 g B ' e o i
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¢ bHad youfever’réceixei & note imthat fashion before?%
i Never; no, sir. i

§ Have you since szlked with ¥illiam Danziger?

A Never hear3d of the man, never saw him; I 5on‘giﬂni;what
he looks like.

4 #gve you ever heard his name outside of hearing ig §
in this jury room? A I pever heard his name until ig was
mentioned to me by the two Zentlemen of the FEI.

@ Did you talk with Morton Sobell's wife about the
note thasyou received unier the joor? A No,sir; I 3id nos.

o Did you talk Wiﬁh any of Morton's relstives?

4 No, sir.

Q His sister? 4 No, sir,

Q Did youtalk with any of Mrs. Sobell's relatives
about the note? A Mrs. Sobell's relatiﬁes?_ ;

Q@ Yes. A You meah my own relatives? She is my z
sigster. é

Q Thast's right. A No, sir.

¢ You §idn't talk to anyone about that? A Np,sir.

@ Did you receive any other communications from

¥eortont A Never; no, sir.

¢ V%hen the note said thateveryshing is all righg
with Morton? A 1 ﬂijn*h say thasv. |

@ Whaw 313 you say? 4 I seii I can't r=ecall. It was
about Mortsy.

@ I am not trying to trick you, out I thoughs you sai

correct me if I em wrong -- 1 Sbought you saii the note, in)

-
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. mnicky, and my mind stopped working, because I jon's like

golicitous abous the particular person. 4 Perhaps it

shd gist of it, was that Morton was all right. A ﬁq, gir;
I don'‘t think i was that. I can't recall, perhaps I said.
it, and if I 3i3 I am all balled up then, I was balled up
then ani I am balled up now.

Q@ 1o the best of your recollecsion, Jo you know what
the note said, in substance? 4 In substance it referred co

Morson. The details of whas iu was about, 1 3idn't know.

The moment I saw a ncte undier she 3jocor like shat, I became

this business.

% Did you know where Morton was at the time? 4 No,
gir. |

' Q Did you know he hai lefs New York? 4 No, sir; 1

§id not.

¢ Did you 1nquire about Morton? 4 I had no reszson
to inguire, because as I had mentioned before, we were not
pracsically or actually on speaking terms. ¥e had no
relationships whatsoever, and I hsd no ceuse © inquire abousg
him .

Q The only thing that puzzles me avlicnle Dis, I know
if I received it &and I was asked about it later on, I know
if I received a letvter like thas that had to <o with some

relative of mine, I would immedia:ely become g litstle

wag z shortcoming on my part. Then he, 28 I saii, not thas

I bad any enuity for Morton, buv there was no particular




LB-5

i

'

Frienehip,~ 1 mean-intimate family—friendship; at-all; |

g0 upsef. I am not too well. And my wind wes, I Jon't know,

10280
Psstvernak L

I
and I didn'y wans to puat myself ous. I just wanted éovminﬁg
my own businesSs. Had thai letter come in the mails, I |
presume that it would have beén an ordinary average every-
day occurrence, a man wolld have spoken tc & relative and
s0 on. |

@ Did the letter suggest this to you -- I am just sry-
ing to recall things, if I can help you to recall them --
did the letter suggest you write to him or give any =zddress
where he might be reached? & I don't shink i¢ 3id; no,siy.

g Was thére any return adjress in it? A I don'g
recall.

G Because, you see, if chére-w&s that wouldn'g
affect you any; I don's vhink that would have any bearing.
I juss wahd wo know pecause we wani to w@rroborate the
letters that osher pecple told us about. If you can
rtenmerber it and you do know there wzs an address, I think
if you can recall is, you ouzht to tell us. 4 I honestly
cannot.

G Was there an& suzzestion that you write to Morson?

Or communicate with nis folkse? & HNo; chere was no
?

suggesvion that I remember.

Q Wgs there any reference to his wife or children in
it, that they were all righs? & Mr. lane, I told you, =8 I
told -— I don't rememper their names -- the TBI gentlemen,

a thing like vhat upset me completely. I am not iifficuly
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the letter? 4 Ng, sir.

I am not & psychologist, 1t was a blank or %banever you wané
to czll it. It was panicky. I was terribly upses, ana I giﬁ
not know what %o Jo about it. I told my wife abous it, and |
that's all I remember. I wanted o get it ocut of my mini,
and I Jid not want o b= ve anything to Jo wich is.

¢ Did you speak to anyone other than your wife abous

2 She is the only person in the worlid you discussed
it wich? A She is wsneonly person.

¢ “f course you liscussed is wish your lawyer this
moraing, but outside of your lawyer and your wife you never
dicscussed it with zanybody? A That I can't answer, on the
ground it mighs incriminave my lawyer.

@ It might incriminatve the lawyer? 7You discussed is
with che lawyer, 1 know that. You can tell him thgs.

4 Supposing you ask him thas.

@ Frankly, I toldim to discuss it wich you; so far
ag that is concerned wmwshiog in that will incrimingte you.
But osher than the lawyer ani your wife, did you talk to
anyone elige sbouts i¢7? A No, sir.

BY JURORS:

Q The mere fact that che nove was left under your

door woul3d iniicase someone had an ijea you woull be
concerned about the whereabouvs or the welfsre of Mr.
gopbell, woulan'g iv? & 1 have no ijea avbout that. I mean,§

this matter ¢f conjecture.

|
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@ Did you know thas he was in trouble at that time?

4 Ng, sir. i

Q@ Then why were ycu panhicky when you heard avous himﬁ
4 As + tcls you, things like tha: are bounid to srouse one‘é
suspicioﬁ znd cne's cauticn. I am 0ot in vhe habis of g
recaiving such notes. I never received such messages in my
1ife. There is the regular mails; theré's the telephone.
There ére perecnal visite and personal éonversationa.

¢ But I understand you to say that had the note come
in she regulsr mail you wculd have calleﬂ Mre. Sobell abous
it? & I said, I might have. I don't know what I wonld
ha+e done had it ocome. I had no idez. I $ell ycu frankly
I might have and I might not.
BY MR. LANE:

@ Digd youever receive a telephone call in connection
with the letters? 4 What letsters’

Q3 The note under the 3Jcor. A4 Nc, sir.

JURCR: Mgy I ask y.u to rereats what vou
recall &bout thd contente of thars letter?
THE WITNESE: As I zlready mentioned, =11

I recall is thav it referred so ¥orton Sobell.

; Was there a date cn the note? A I can't recall shag.!
i

I den'ts ohink there was z date. ?
¢ WaB your nzme cn the nctet A No,sir.

& Juev & plein blank plece of paper? 4 Just a plain

blak envelope. ;
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; MNo symbols or writing or anythinz else that would
injicate that you should bave gotten thas note? 4 No,sir.

)“

o What I am trylng so arrive at is how the party who%

delivered the ncte happened to deliver thar oné o you.
Ihere may have been several notes. A It 1s s much a
mystery to me &8 1% 1s 0 you.
¢ It was io printing? A I believe it was in block
letters.
Q Wgs bthere any date on the note? 4 I sold you I
cannot recall thas.
THE FOREMAN: Unsigned?
THE WITNESS$ Unsigned, yes, sir.
3 Ycu spent two weeks up at Camp Unity on your
vacation? A Yes, sir.
¢ You and your wife -- your wife 3id not go with
you? A Yy wife did nov go with me.
THE FOREMAN: Although you were upset, ani I
guess anybody getting a note under the Jjoor, unsignej
would be somevhat bewildered, don't you think, as a
normal person, ycu mizht get a little excited? Ve
might have some intimation wheo left it, or some
assceigtion? Or people just don't put things unser
dcors. I mean, if I zot & note unier my door abous
some incijent, either my business or my relatives, or
something like that, I wight gev terribly excited.

But then again, I might think my brother John probably
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4i3 that, or Mrs. Smith must have 3jone that, or
¥ye. Johes, I bet, iiﬂ'shas. Did any of thdsé
rezctions come into your mind -- Mr. 4, B, 0, D
or £ might have left is?

THE WITNESS: VNc. sir.

TEE FOREMAK: It 3i3 nowu?

THE WITNESS: N«, sir.

BY MR. LANE:

3 You have any other typewriter at your home? A Fo,sirl

q ©Pow long have you had shis one? This is a Royal,
isn't it? &4 Yes, it is & Royal.

Q How long have you had it? A Twenty yesrs, I believ
less than that.

Q Buy it new? 4 Yes.

¢ Hsd it for twenty years? A4 Yes.

Q You 3c not use any other typewriter? A I rarely
ever use it.

MR. LANE: Mr. Woreman, I think we can
excuse this gentleman if there are no further
questione, znd he can take his typewriter out
with him.

THE FOREMAN: Youare excused.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)
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FLORENCE PASTERDNAK, c¢zlled z8 &
witness, hgving first been ijuly esworn by the
Foremzan, testified zs follows:-

BY MR. LANE:

@ Mrs. Passernak, yocu tco have the penefit of an
attorney, djon't yout A Yes.

@ What is his namer L Mr. iV’arl&:ow.

o I can aéll you this: I have asked your husbani i
about the Jetails of the note which was left under the
door, and he was gulte cocoperative and he $to0ld us what he
knew aboutbt it. So I amgding ¢ ask you to sell us in
your own words what you kncew sbcut it Ttoo. & A1l I know
is that he tcld me batv he had haj & note about Morton
© 8cbell, and that he tore it up, that's all.

@ Do you recall the vime, the date, thasyou received

| that note? A I don't remember it.

! Q@ Do yocu recall the time ¢ the day that he receivesd
1t? A I don't know. ‘I wasn' home. He told me when he oeme
home from work.

i e told you when he came home from work? A Apparent-

¥

ly he got home before I 3ij.

« W%here were you that day?Y 4 I was out.

§ I know, but were you to a mﬁie or $0 & horse show?
5 Yo, I had been at work.

¢ Do you have a job tco? & Yes. 4 2

{

& Where 3o ycu wcrk? ZIhere is nothingz wrong with th&,%

—ig—therer i —Well, muyne I better refuse to-answer—onthe ——
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ground bat it might incfiminate or Jezrade me.

Q@ Do you think is will inecriminate you, really,
ffankly? £ I don'y know. Mawe I had better cbnsult my
attorney.

¢ As tO where you work? 4 Tnan's right.
¢ Is this a regular job you have? 4 Yes.

Q Where ycu get pald for woerking? 4 Yee.
« Are you & writer? Is it & wriver's job? 4 No.
i Q 4 sypist. job? A Juet an office worker.

@ An office worker? A4 Yes.

¢ Can you tell us where you work? & No. I decktine
t0 angwWer.

@ Or can you give us the address where youwork?

A I decline to answer.

=
on the groundthat it might incriminate or legrade me.

¢ Or can you tell ue the county youwork in? That
e=n't incriminate ycu. # I work in Mgnhatran county.

¢ 4and in the UniteiStakes, that kini of question.

In other woris, we'll zet something out of you thas wen'yg
ineriminate you, is thad right? 4 Yes.

§ Cen you tell us how much ycu zet aweek? ihat
won't incriminte you. 4 I refuse to znewer on the ground
that it might incriminate ume.

¢ It will incriminate you? 4 Yes.

¢ Do you pay & scecial securisy tax? A Certainly.

¢ Or the store where ycu work?® A I Jecline to answer |
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§ That won't incriminate you, will it? 4 No.
Q Do you have a social security number? & Yes.
@ Can you give'me that? A I 3jon't have it with me.
& You can get it for me, can't you, your social
gecurity card? A Yes,

q thas certainly can't incriminate you, can it?
Look, that is a matter of record, Federal record, social
security number. Tha: is something thas, inﬁepeﬁdent of
you, I can get anyway, right? 4 Yes.

@ So hcw can th&t incriminase you if that ig sz
matter of record? & I dcn't know too much =pout the low.
| g ‘*ou see, if it could inoriminate you, snd I wang
tc incriminate you, what would prevent me from doing that?
lhere is nothing thagv is a mutter of recerd shasl cannot
get, you know that. That's 4, B, C. So if I thoughs that
was incriminesiing and I wanted tc incriminate you, you ﬁmulﬂ
be incrimineted. That follows as a metter ¢ course. I
know that is a matter of course. If it were incriminating,
something I could lock up ani we could have incriminating
you, we could have incrimingted you = long time ago if we
wanted to incriminate you, is that right? 4 Yes.

Q@ I mean, that's logical. A4 Yes. .

{Cont. by IFg)
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November 15, 1950

Re: John Doe (Sobell)
(Mr. Lane)

QG So you could save me a lot of looking up 1if you

want to answer this questlon, A May I consult my attorns

on that?

Q Sure. A All right,

& Let me a8k you ong or two moré questions. Yoy

can consult him on that phase of 1t. Now, how long have
you been working in this particular position you spoke
ébout? A Oh, eighteen years.

: Q And who takes care of the child when you workd
A My little girl ie big now,

Q@ How o0ld is she? A Twelve years old.

Q And she takes care‘of herself? A I have &
domestlic worker.

& You have someone come in and handle things
gt the house? A Yes,

Q@ Do you use a typewriter at the office?

A Very rarely.

Q@ 4And do you recall what part of July you re-
ceived this letter, or your husband received this note,
rather? A I don't know.

Q@ When did he go out to Camp Unity? A I em
sorry, I refuee to answer on the ground that 1t might in-
criminate or degrade me.

@ It might incriminate you to answer when he
went up there? A (No answer,)

Q@ Would it incriminste you if he went up there?

4
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you ses,

A I don't know. 7

% Well, would the fact that he went up there
incriminate you? A I don't know,

Q@ You see, what you forget is that the lasst
time you were in here you testified that your husband did
go up there, and we 8ll know that he went up there, and
now you say it would tend to inecriminate you, I don't
get 1t, frankly; I don't know what you have in the back
of your head,

You see, you cen't testify that everything I
ask you would tend to incriminate you., You cen't Just
throw that out. If it would actually ineriminate you,
say soj but if 1t doesn't, answer the gquestion., I am
certain that everything I ask you here couldn't possibly
ineriminate you. A Mr, Lane, I don't know the law, and
that is why I say if I could consult my lawyer I would

know whether to answer it or not. I don't know the law,

Q@ I don't think you have to know much law to
be able to answer certain questlons. If I ask you whether
you shot someons this morning, you .certainly wouldn't need
s lawyer to know how to answer that one. If you didn't
shoot him, you would say, "Certainly, I d4ién't shoot him,"
You wouldn't need a lawyer for that. And you are no dummy;
you are & very intelligent women, aren't you? A (No

answer, )
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Q You are well educated, aren't you - - you afe
a writer? A I am not a wrlter.

Q You uszd to be, weren't you? A No.

Q@ Well, vou used & typewriter in Moscow, didn'tg
you? A That wes office work; I am not & writer,

% Now, let us get to something which 1s surely
not incriminating. After your husband received that lettep
or» note that he told you about, when he told you about 1%
what did he say happeﬁed, in hiswrds? A He said he
destroyed 1it.

@ Did he tell you why he destroyed it? A He
didn't know what 1t was all abéut, and he destroyed it.

Q@ Did he tell you what the contents were?

A No, he didn't; he Just said it was something about
Sobell - -
- Q@ Do you want teo telk to your lawyer? He is
outside,
[WITNESS LEAVES ROCM, AND RETURNS.]

Q@ Now, Mrs., Pasterneck, I have glven you an
opvortunity to discuss this metter with your attorney,
Now can you tell me whether, in July, your hugband went
up to Camp Unity? A Yes,

Q@ Now can you tell me when, in July, he went up
there? A I don't remember the exact time, It was the
time when hie shop hed vacation, and I am not quite sure

of the exsct date, It may have been the second week in
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July or the third week in July. I don't recall &t the

moment when he got hle vacstlion, but we had been there
bvefore, for week-ends,

Q You had been there before for week-ends, 1in

3 July? A YESo

% Did you go up &t all_while he was there?
A Yes, I went up for a week-end,
| Q@ You didn'f stay up there when you went up
there for the week-end? A That's right,
Q Did your daughter go up there with you?
A She may have gone up with me cnce, I don't know,
| €@ I assume you didn't go up thesre because you

were working. A That's right,

@ Do you get & vacation where you work? A Yes

Q@ Dic you get one during this past year, 19507
A Yes,

@ When your hwe band received the note, and he
dlscussed 1t with you, I assume - - did he tell you who
he thought it was from? A No, Ee didn't know.

% Did you see the note itself? A No.

& Vid ne tell you what the gist of it was, in
substance? A VWell, he just said he had a note about
Meorteon Scbell,

Q@ And did he say where Morton was? A VNo, he
didn't tell me anything. |

% Well, 6id you know at thet time - - I assume
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you did - - that Morton had left the country? & I re-
fuse to answer on the ground thet i1t might incriminate or

degrade ne.

& Had you talked with Morton's folks prior to

receiving that letten ss to Morton's whereebouts? A I

refuse to answer that on the ground that it might incrimi-/

nate me,

Q@ Head you telked to Morton's folks at gll abvout
any subjecﬁdnringJune or July, 1950°? A I am trying to
recollect whether I sew them, I may hsve seen my sister-
in-law; I don't know.

9 You might have seen her? A Yes,

Q Digd ycu‘uﬂk with them by telephone during
June or July? A I don't recaell,

Q Did you talk or communicate with any of your
relatives, or your husband'ls relatives, with reference to
Morton, during June or July? A I refuse to answer, on
the ground thet it might incriminate me.

Q@ Did anyone inform you that Morton hed left
New York City in June of 1950% A I refuse to answer
on the ground thet it might incriminate me,

@ You apprecisteAhe fact now, when I ask you
that question, thet if vou &on't know you should answer
"I don't know," beceuse you are bound to 4o that? You
just cen't answer "I refuse to answer on the grounds it

might incriminate me," if you actually dcn't know the
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answer to that question. Do you unlerstend that?
A Well, I answered that I refuse to answer,
@ Yes; but 4o you understend what I ssild?
In other words, you have & right to refuse tc answer &
guestion which I ask, if the answer would tend to incrim-
inate you, Thet is number ocone. However, 1f I ask you &
duestion, and you don't know the answer, you can'tvsay
"I refuse to énswer on the grounds it would tend to in-
criminate me." You have to say then, 'I don't know,"
Do you get the distinction - =~ there is & difference - =
you understend thset? A Yes, |
Q@ You understand the difference? A I think s
% In other words, if I ask you, "Have you ever
been to Africa?" and you heve never been to Africa, whethé.
1t would tend to incriminate you or not if you ¢id go, the
fect that you had never been to Africs, you would have to
answer, "Nc.," Do you follow me?
S0 that, if I esk you & questicn about the
Sobells, and you con't know the answer, you have to say,
"I don't know," But if you do know the answer, and you
believe thet the snswer would tend to incriminste you,
then you have the right to say - 1f you don't waﬁt to
gnswer thet pariticuler gquestion - that you refuse $0
answer on the grounds it would tend to incriminete you.
Therefore, if I ask you & question about the

Sobells, and you do know the enswer, and you don'‘t want

£
¥

>
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to answer on the grounds 1t would tend to incriminate youé
. i

you may ssy &0, but 1f you don't know the answer you must |

H
i

i

say, "No," Is that clear? A Yes.

Q@ Now, did you know that Morton Sobell had
left New York with his family in June of 1950%? A I didi
not know. | F ' §

< You see, thet is better than sayling, "I re-
fuse to answer,"

THE FOREMAN: Thaet 1s getting scmewhere,

You only make 1t worse for yourself if you re-

fuse t0 answer when you actually don't know

something,

@ Now, 614 your husband ever spesk to you
about Morton's departure from New York? A No, sir,

[Photostat marked Grand Jury Exhibit
6-h, this date.]

Q@ Now, I show you an exhibit, which I have
merked Grand Jury Exhibit é-A, which 1s an envelope, and
I ésk you if you have ever seen that paper? A No, sir.

@& Never? A No, sir, ‘

Q@ Did you write any letters to Mexico in June
or July of 1950% A No, sir.

Q@ Do you know whether vour husband ever wrote
any letters to Mexico in June or July, 1950t A (No
answer, )

Q@ Do you or don't you know whether he esctually
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wrote letters to Mexlco in June or July, 1950% A I don's
know; he never told me.

@ That is good enough, if you édon't know. Do
you ute & typeﬁrlter where you work? A Very rarely.

% And have you received any letters from Morton
in the last year? A No, sir.

% Hags vour husbend received any letters Trom
Morton in the last year, that you know of? A No, sir;
we haven't been on speaking terms.

@& Do you egend Christmes caerés to easch other?

A No, sir, | |

& Do you send any other sort of greeting cards
or otherwise? A No, sir,

% You say you heven't been on speaking terms
with Morton. ‘Why is that? A Family squabble,

Q@ But what sort of sguabble? A I have nothihg
to do with it, but my hueband got involved in some kind of
family gquabble some years agd.

| Q@ What sort of sdquabble was 1t? A I guess
mother-in-law - daughter-in-law relationship.

Q@ Where did Morton come intc it? A I don't
know the details, I am sorry, but I haven't seen Sobell
and I heven't heard from him in years.

Q& From the Sobells? A From Morton Sobell,

% How does your husbend get along with his

sister-in-law? A With his sister-in-law?
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Q With his siter. A All right.
Q He hasn't & sistér-ln—law, has he - your
husbsnd? A A sister-in-law?

Q Yee. A Surely, he has.

Q@ How many sister-in-laws does your husbend
have? A He has sister-in-lavws; I don't know - - there
are on both sides of the femily.

Q@ How many? A T would have to count them.

Y Quite a few? A Yes.

Q And does he correspond with them? A No.

& Well, how are your relationships with the
other members of your faemily, outside of Morton? A Good

Q@ Do you visit eech other? A ©Cn occasion. |

@& Have you - you, or your husbend - visited
Morton at his home? A I never vigited him.

Q@ But has your husband ever visited him? A I
don't know.

Q@ Has Morton or his wife ever visited you peopl
A Never,

© How sare your relations with Edith Levitov?

A I don't know the girl,

Q@ You never met her? A I met her once; I
don't know her.

Q@ Wnere 314 you meet her? A I think I met
her in camp,

Q At Cemp Unity? A Yes,

A\
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- A No,

% When? A During the summer,

This pest summer? A Yes,.

& O

Did you talk with her? A VNo,

“ Were you introduced to her? A Thet's &all.

Q Did you have any conversstion with her at
831? A No, sir.

@ Wae there any reescn for that? A No.

Q& Do you know the other Levitovs, in Washington
or Arlington, Virginia? A I don't know anybody there,

Q Dia youphusband tell you what the context of
this note wag? A No, He }just sald it wes ebout Morton,
but he dién't tell me whet it was,

Q@ Well, what d1d he say 1t wes, about Morton -
that he was e&ll right, or not at home? A No., He Just
sa1d that “there was a note about Morton, and I tore it up./

Q But he must have told you whet the note weas
ebout. A No,

Q@ VWny @id he tear 1t up - 41id he tell you?

Q@ He didn't tell you why he tore it up? A It
wag a plece of paper,
Q@ Pardon me for saying so, but you are his wife,

and I sssume you &are familiar with the details of his 1life

s

80 I imagine you would naturally be curious why he tore
something up from Morton without letting you see it - -

isn't that right? A Well, he didn't let me see 1it,
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Q@ Well, didnft you inquire as to the reason
whv he tore 1t up? & T refuse to answer on the ground
that it mlght incriminete me,

Q Well, he wasn't epprehéneive at all, was he -
your huabénd? A I refuse to answer on the ground that
it might incriminete me,

% Incriminste you, 28 to whether your husbard
wes apprehensive or not? A (No answer.)

% Do ybu want to consult with your lawyer?

& Yes,

@& Then coneult with him, but not with your hus-
tand. A All right.

[Witness leaves room, and returns. )

Q@ Now, how dc you feel? A Well, I suppose
you kno# that it wes Just a note in & plein envelope,

| @ Yes, I know it. A It was snonymous, and
it had no signature, and he was very much upset about
getting & note like that, and he said he would have no
truck with it, and tore 1t up.

Q Now, what I want to ask you about is, 1f,
88 you eaid, vour husband wasn't on speaking terme with
the Sobells,’why wag he so epprehsnsive? A Well, how
cdoes anyboly feel gbout getting an anonymous note? He
didn't know what it wes.

@ Well, I can answer that, &lthough you are

supposed to answer the questionse, I know what I would do
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if I got an anonymous note, I would call the police, or
I would call the F. B, I., or - Af 1t wae & relative of
mine - no matter how much I disliked him, and 17 I were

apprehensive, I would call his family anéd find out what

‘happened to Morton - - that is the natural reaction, isn't

it? A Well, that is not what we &id.
@ I know that, but now I want to know what you
did, You dildn't do the natural thing, what comes natu-

rally, did you? A I told you what he did; he tore up

- the note and told me about 1it.

% But thaet isn't what you would naturally do,

is thet right? A I don't know.

Q You do kxnow - I }Just told you, The natural

thing thet anybody would do -~ - after all, blood is thicker

. than water - - if someons ie in trouble, no matter how

much you dislike them, you are lmmedistely going to come
municete with their relatives and try to help oust, That
is the natural and normal thing to do - isn't that so?
& (No enswer,)

@ Whet 1s the answer? Isn't it so? A I don't
Xnow,

¥ Ok, look, you do know; you know what the nor-
mal thing to do 1is, don't you? What is the normal thing
to ¢o when you want to go down from the fourteenth floor
to the ground floor? Whatis the first thing you think of,

if you want to get down from the fourteenth floor to the
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first floor? A I don't know what that has to do with 1t.

% But I em trying to develop something. Let's
not be cagy. I eam trying to be falr with you, and I am
trying to be open and abovebeoard, What 1s the normal thing
to do? A& To go out.

% But you don't walk down first - - that 1is no%
the normal thing to do. The normal thing to do would be
to take the elevator, isn't that right? A Yes,

Q@ And the abnormal thing to do would be to walk
down the stairs, You would do thet only in an emergency,
isn't that right? And when you are thirsty, the normal
thing is to get & gless of watef; when you are thirsty,
the normal thing 1s not to take a glsss of whiskey. That
is not normal, if you are thirsty.

And if your child is sick, and someone comes up
to hit your child in the street, what is the ncormal thing
to do? You try to protect’that c¢hild, don't you? But an
abnormal person would go up to the person thet hit your
child, snd pat him on the back.

Now, the normal thing a person does when a relg-
tive. is in trouble, is to immediately communicate and try
to help out. The normal thing to do with blood relatives
is to forglve and forget, when someone is in troublse,

You agree with me that far, don't you? A I refuse to
answer that gquestion,

% You don't agree with me that that is & normal
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thing to do? A I have no opinion in tﬁaﬁ matter.,

Q@ You are pretty shréwd,‘aren’t yoﬁ - - you
don't want to answer anything, and you Just don't want to
be cooperative, because of certaln things in the back of
your head, which probebly have nothing to dowth thls case
Now, do you want to tell me where you work? A I refuse
to answer,

& Do you went to talk to your lawyer on that?

% Then taske & walk ocut,

[Witness leaves room, and returns. )

(BONTINUED BRY BD)

i
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bd 1 Florence Pasternak
FLORENCE PASTERNAK, recalled,
BY MR, LANE:

3 Now, whet is the anewer to it? A Well, I would still
like to exercise my constitutional rights ¢nd not answer |
thet question.

@ Now, when you went out to discuss the subjects with
your lawyer the last few times 4id you discuss it with him
alone? A My husband is sitting there.

Q@ Yes. I ecked you to discuss it a2lone with your
lawyer, didn't I? A I'm sorry. Should I hsve asked him
outside?

Q Well, you know what you should have done. A& I'm §
sorry.

& You go out and you went into & huddle with your
husband and you come back in here end give the answers. ‘
You know thet isn't right. And I trusted you to thet extenté
I asked you to go out -- A I'm sorry. I sa;d to hinm, o
"I heve to speak to you alone."

Q@ Yes; and then, so what -- A My husband is sitting
right there.

Q But you could have stepped out elone with him, i
A I'm sorry. I'1l do that the next time.

JURCR: Whet di1d you ask your attorney when you
went out?

THE WITNESS: I repeated the question ebout where |

o

I worked,
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JUROR: And he s2id not to answer it?
THE WITNESS: No. He said thet I could eanswer 1t éf
I wish or I could use my conetitutionel rights and not |
answer 1it.
Q So you refuse to asnswer on the grounds it will tend
to incriminate yocu? A Yes, egir.
& Now, do you cerry your Social Security number with
you? A No, sir.
Q@ Did you file your income tax return this yeer?
A Yes, gir. : é
§ Q@ Where did you file it? A I sent it to Brooklyn. |
I live in Queens, l
Q@ And in your income tax return I assume you put down §
the name of your employer; is that correct? 4 Yes, sir,
@& BSo thet you still refuse to answer, zlthough you
% know I hasve 1t within my power to obtdn the address of your

employer; you know that? A Yeg, sir,

Q And you etill decline to answer? A Yeg, sir,
Q On the grounds it would tend to incriminate you?
A Yes, egir,
JURCR: 1Is~the Social Security number in your
marriage name or your meiden name?
THE WITNESS: In both.
Q In both? You have two Soclal Security numbers?
A Neo, no; one., It's Florence Pasternsk.

¢ wWell, whet ie the neame thet you work under in your
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Florence Pesternsk

present employment? A Florence Geller Pasternek.

4 Geller? You are no relation to Stenley Grayson,

are you? A Who?

ever

Q Stenley Grayson. A No.

JUROR: Isn't that funny, don't you think? We
could find out where you work. Iesn't that & silly
answer? You have been working there for 18 years
end thet can't be kept & secret.

JURCR: It would make a much better impression.
upon the Jury if you did say, since we can find out,
eand cooperate,

THE FOREMAN: The Juror esked you don't you think
thatls 2 silly enswer.

G Tell me this: Did you ever go to Spein? Were you

in Spain? A No. .E
Wes your husband ever in Spein? 4 No. ?
Are you sure? A Positive,

Where was your husband in 1936 and '37?

<

i A In Yew York,

A I

me.

Q Were you 1living with him 2t thet time? A Yes, sure..
Q@ Did you ever give sny money to Morton Sobell?

refuse to answer on the grounds that 1t might incrlminate

4 Do you understend the question? A Yes,

Q@ You refuse to answer on the grounds it wlll tend to

incriminete you, the questlion whether or not you geve
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Morton Sobell any money? A May I see my lawyer now?
& Yes. Your lawyer, not’your husband. A Yes,
[The witness left the room, end then returned. ]

Q -Now, whet's the anewer to thet? [To the reporter ]
Will you give me the last question?

Q3 [The question referred to wes resd by the reporter
es follows: "You refuse to answer on the grounds it will
tend to incriminate you, the question whether or not you
gave HMorton Sobell eny money?" ] A T would still like toé
stand on my constitutional grounds and not enswer the
guestion.

9 All right. ©Now, did you éend any money to Morton
Sovell after he departed from New York in June, 1955?

A I refuse to answer that question on the. grounds that it
might incriminate me.

Q& Now, remember, you have got to'say -~ 1f Fyou didn't,r
you have got to say No. Now, did you send any money to |
¥exico, to Morton Sobell, efter June of 19502 A I refuse
to enswer on the grounds thet it might tend to lncriminate me.

@ Did your husband send eny money to Mexico, to Morton.
Sobell, in June or July of 19507 A I refuse to answer on
trhe grounde that it might tend Yo incriminste ne,

-~

& Did you send any money to HMorton Sobell in Mexico
in September of 1950? A I refuse to answer,
G Now, wait just e minute. Don't try to flaunt things,

because you know and I know that he wesn't in Mexico in
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September, 1950. You go out and talkx to your lawyer on

that one; end if he gives you the wrong enswer, you go

cdown to the Court with the Jury. Now, you go out and ask
him sbout that. I esked you s question, if you sent him anyi
money to Mexico, to Morton Sobell, in September of 1950.
Go out and ask him about that.

[The witnese left the room, end then returned. ]
A  A13 right; I still stend on my constitutionsl rights,

You refuse to snswer on the grounde it would tend

L

to inecriminate you? A Yes.

0 Whether you sent money to Sobell in Mexico in |
September, 1950. And I'm telling you that in september, 1956
Sobell weg here in jaii, in New York City, yet you refuse to
answer that questlion on the grounds 1t would tend to incrimi-
nate you. :

¥R. LANE: Let me step out just one minute.
[(Mr. Lane left the room, &nd then returned. ]

Q& You still rely on that, and itls as 2 result of a
conference with your attorney that you say thet you refuse
to answer on the grounde 1t will tend to lncriminate you,
thet questiont A Yes, &ir,

MR, LANE: We can edjourn this meeting right

now and heve the women back at ¢ later date. 1111 give

her the date., You will excuse her for now until s

leter date.

TUE FOREMAN: You ere excused until you are advised
by Mr. Lene. '

- [WITNESS EXCUSED T




	t-118-rosenbergcasefiles-cohen-florence-pg10150to10179-rm
	t-118-rosenbergcasefiles-pasternak-morris-pg10180to10207-rm
	t-118-rosenbergcasefiles-pasternak-florence-pg10208to10222-rm
	t-118-rosenbergcasefiles-pasternak-morris-pg10270to10273-rm
	t-118-rosenbergcasefiles-debuff-benedict-pg10274to10275-rm
	t-118-rosenbergcasefiles-pasternak-morris-pg10276to10284-rm
	t-118-rosenbergcasefiles-pasternak-florence-pg10285to10306-rm



