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" October 4, 1950

, Pres. by Myles J. Lane, Esq.,
Asst., U. 3. Attorney.
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WILLIAM PERTL, recalled as & witness, having first
been duly sworn by the Foreman, testified as followsﬁ ;
BY MR. LANE: |
| Q@ Now, Mr. Perl, you reallze once again that you are
under oath? A Yes, I do.
Q@ And you have the benefit of counsel? A Yes.
Q@ And you also reslize, I hope, and understand that
under your constitutional.rights you don't have to answer
; any questions which.in your opinion may tend to incriminate
or degrade you. Do you understand? A Yes, Iﬂﬁndérﬁtand th
@& Now, in yoﬁr previous app@arancesfbefOPe;tbe Grand
' Jury you testified at some length and in youriééétimony you
| said, I believe, that you did not know Julius Rosenberg.
A Yes, I believe I sald that. | ;
Q@ And do you still stand on that statemént?= A I don't
' know. I have an awareness of Ros&ﬁberg from City College
idays, so I would like --
q Well,’outside of City College days you don'ﬁ”recall

- ever having seen him? A (No answer.)

- Q@ What is the answer? A That's right; I don't recall
seeing him after City College da?s.
Q@ And when dld your City College days end? A  In 1940.
@ 19407 A Or, rether, 1938. I got my degree, my
L Master'e degree, there in 1940. My residence there ended
; in 1939.

v N Q Do you have a younger brother? A Yes, I do.
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Q@ What's hls name? A Samuel Ben jamin Perl.
Q& Was he ih the service? A He was. '

! - Q When was he in the service? A I don't know exactlyé
Q It wasvduring the war, wasn't 1t? A Oh, yes. |
Q 1t wasn't before that? A No. |

It was after December, 19417 A Yes.

£

@ Do you recall how soon after that he entered the

service? A I don't know exactly. It must have been within
two years or so.
©Q About 1943, '44? A Well, I don't know.
‘kQ And what's he doing now? A So far as_I_know, he
'is studying music in Paris. |
Q@ How old is he? A He is four years younger then my-
self. He 1s 28.
--Q And is his nsme Mutterperl or Perl? AﬁvPerl;
Q He changed it, too? The wholé family changed it?
A No. Shortly after I changed my nsme legallthe'debidad to
do ‘the same. | " '
Q Just the two in your family? Your dad &and mother
have the same name? L Yes. |
Q And the name you were born with, your mother eand
A father still retain that name? A Yes.

Q@ Just you and your brother changed it?'lA Yes.

Q@ Now, he got an honorable discharge, I assume. A Yesg.
Q And where did he serve in the Army? A Oh, various

 places here and went overseas in the European theater, I be-
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. testimony, I believe 1 do now, at least from Clty College daﬁs,

. I don't know. You mentloned previously this question of the
- party &t which he and I werse supposed to have béen present.
. I don't recall that. I can't positively deny that I was

there, for example.
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« How long was he in, altogether? A Oh, two or three

years; something like that.

@ Now, did you in 1944, accompanied by your brother --

I withdraw that. Do you know Sobell, Morton Sobell?

g A Yes, I recollect Sobell.

Q@ Well -- A Though I realize I didn't in my previous%

- Q@ You see what I mean? Every time I confront you with
something about sométhing you said before you cbme here and
you recant. A Well, + believe T menticned this the last time.

Q@ You know him from City College days?.?ﬁthes; |
»Q Did you know him after City College days? 4 Well,

-+ Q@ Do you recall being pfssent with your brother Bill =--
what's his name ; Sam? A Sam.

Q@ Sam; being with Sobell and your brother and having
dinner at the Blrd-in-Hand Restaurant? A Blrd-in-Hand
Restaurant ? | |

Q@ Yes. A With Sobell, my brother amnd I?

Q Yes, do you recall that, in 1944? A WNo, I do not,

Q Do you récall sver being in the company of your
brother and Sobell in a restaurant in New York City? ,

A I'm sorrry, I don't recall.




- in the Bird in-Hand Restaurant in 1944 or thereabouts9

| Rosenberg? A Well, I would say no definitely, but it has

‘”ﬂ?to be to the best 6f my recollection.

You said you hadn't seen him since college days, 8o ==

New York, I imagine.
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@ Do you recall being in the company of Jullus

Rosenberb and your brother Blll -- your brother Sam and Sobell

A No, I do not rﬂcall that.

Q2 Do you recall being present in the -- ever belng
present in the gpartment of Julius Rosenberg? - A ‘Ho, I do
notgrecall that. . '

Q@ Were you ever present in the apartment of Julius

Q@ Well, you should know whether you were or you weren'k.

A Well, no; then I would sey I wes not.

Q How well did you know Sobell after college days?
A Well, I don't know. o

Q@ You don't know how well you know him?-lﬁéll;fiet's
asges 1f wé can help you on that. How often didwyﬁu see him
after your college days? A Well, I must théﬁﬁaen"him
several times. v

~ G Cen you tell us where and under what circumstances?

A Well,-1I don't recall specifically. It must hgve'been in

Q@ Well, what were your relationships with him? What
was your relationship, just a friend? A Well, it céftainlﬁ
couldn't have been more than a friend.

Q Well, what was 1t? Tell us. I don't know. I'm




A Well, I wouldn't sey I was quite friendly with him,

oral cmversation, what would you talk to-him about;“what

New York for the specific purpose of seeing Sobell. '

~ is that right? A Yes.

Virginla at the NACA laboratory there.
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just asking. A Well, at school he was a class-mate and
aipng with all -- various other class-mates that I went to
lodge meetings and so on I to some extent kept'in touch withg
him afterward.

Q Well, in what menner did you keep in touch with him?
A Well, 1t was elther by correspondencs onr ocqasional per-
sonal contact, or both.

s In othér words, you were quite friendlj,with’him?

v What was the correspondence about? A'~it may not
have been direct correspondence.

@ ‘"mat would the perscnal conversation be-ébout, the

would the meetings be about? A Oﬁ, just»generai,‘sdcial
naturé. . "v |

#@Q I thought you said you weren't friendlyﬁﬁiﬁh*him.
A Well, these meetings, I don't know; I can'tffécallispeci--

fic meetingé. In other words; L can't reeall~¢bﬁing to

Q@ Well, let's take it slowly. You graduaﬁed in 1939;
Q@ And he graduated the same year. WNow, after that

where did you go to work? A I went to Langley Field in

Q And where did Sobell go? A I don't know.

Q Well, did you correspond with him that first year
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out of ccllege or did you see him soclally or otherwise?
A I don't remember.

Q How about 1940; did you see him at all in 1940 or
did you correspond with him? A I don't remember.

Q How sbout 19417 A Well, I had made various visits

| to New York in that period.

Q Dld you see him thent A I might have seen him
in that pericd in New York. | o
=@ But you don't recall whether you did or not?
A No, 1 do not.

i iHow often would you see him during the courss of a
year? A Well, if Isew him at all it would certainly not
be more than two or three times. | '

~Q And how often would you correspond Withﬂhim in the
“course of & year? A Well, as I say, I don't know if I
corresponded ﬁith him personally at all; but it ﬁou1d cer-
tainly have been no more than ons or two lettérs, if I did;

Q Well, do you recall ever sending him a’iétter?
A Yo, I don't. This israll sort of slightly hypothéfical
to me. The point 1s, I have a recollection of him. |

”er You don't recall -- I don't quite understaﬁduyoﬁ..
You say this is hypothetical. This is not hypothetibhl.
This is actual. I'm looking for facts, not for hypotheses.
A Well, I just dom't remember these spécific facts that
youvare,askihg me. | :

4 I'm asking you if you ever sent him a letter all the

p
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He might have visited me. I dm't kmow whether he knew

‘he possibly probably did.

cnce at any place outside of New York, Try to:breakfﬁt

Lo
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% time you knew him. A& I might have.

Q Well, don't you know? & No, I dam't.

@ Well, when you came to New York did you see him on
those occaslions ~ Sobell? A I might have. I have no specii
fic recoollection of sseing him.

Q@ Do you recall ever staying at his‘place or him puttihgé
you up for the night? A No, certainly I1'do not ' recall that, 1

-~ Q Did he ever visit you? A No. I don't know how |

these meetings occurred, if they did, end to what extent.
where I was staying or not. If I corréspondedhwith him

Q Well, if he sver visited you I think you would recall
it, wouldn't you? A Well, I wouldn't know. I éan réally
say 1 don't recall that. |

m>Q Well, let's bresk it down further. Did he ever
vislt you any place outside of New York? A Né.

=7Q  You dom't recall that? A No, I don't.

+ Q Cen you definitely say he didn't? A Well, as
definite as all my previocus testimony. | |

Q Well, that's not very definite. A Well, this 15’
all very long ago. ’ '

Q@ I understand; but I'm just in hopes that-you‘ban

tell me yes or no whether he actually vislted you at least

down cutside of New York, now. 4 ILet's see; I[Waé”%t




| tioned since you got out? A Yes.

' have been together on merw than one occa51on9

Sog
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; Langley Field and then in Cleveland.

Q@ And fhose are the only two places you have been sta-

Q Didle ever visit you at any of those places?
A I Wou&d say definitely no.
- @ Did he ever write to you while you were in Cleveland;
A 1In Cieveland? No. I'm pretty sure he didn't wrote to me.
Q@ Did his wife write to you while yoﬁ were in Cleveland?
A No. | ; '
Q@ Do you know William Danziger? 4 Yes, I remember
Daﬂziger.b ” |
'Q Do you remémber him from college? A Yes, L remember
him from college.
Q@ Do you remember him after college? A5_Wéll;&aga1n
I don't know if -- I may have met him severélﬂti@ésyﬁfter
college, but 1t must have been pretty soon'affer‘cdiiege.‘

'Q Well, isn't 1t a fact that you and Danziger end SobeLl

JUROR: Excuse me, Mr. Pesrl. May I intefject?
You know, you are not making a very good impreséion on
this Jury. You have got to be less evasive. A men
of your memory can remember more specifically. .Now,
answer speclfilcally.

THE WITNESS: I'm trying to be as spécificlaé I ﬁan.

Now, I knew both Sobell end Danziger. As to where I

was with them both at eny one tlme, I cannot remember.
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It might be so. It could not have been very long
after 1939.
Q Were you ever with Sobell and Rosenberg on any dne
\'occasion after 1939 at any meeting at all? A Well, no, I
do not remember any such meeting. This party you mentloned
to me the last time might have occurred. I don't recall
that mrty. I certainly‘recall no other occasion.
Q@ You say you recall ssing Rosenberg at that party?
A T believe in my previcus testimony you =sked me about é
party at which they were supposed to havse beén‘present along
with myself.
© Q@ And your answer was what? A That 1 did not recall
that party or being at it.
Q And you also stated, you sald today tb?t you never
 saw~Rosanberg after -- yoﬁ never kneerosenberé‘éﬁ
A Yes, after Clty College days, anyway. |
Q And you saild you were not with him on any occasion,
on any occasion, after you graduated from City College, you
never spoke with him; that's what you testified to.
A Yes; I can't recall any such occasion.
| THE FOREMAN: Dia youkhaﬁe sny correspondence with
Sobell when you were at Langley Fiald?
THE WITNESS: Well, I might have. You see, I
recall corresponding with various people from my

graduating class. As to whether I mentioned him in a

letter or corrssponced with him cirectly, I couldn't say.
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with esnybody? A Yes, I think I did.

JUROR: You say you recall corréépéﬁdiﬁg ﬁi£h
various peopls from your graduating class. Could you
recount who scme of those people are? |

THE WITNESS: Well, I think that Joei Barr was one§
of them end, let's see -- och, I couldn't say any other %
nemss at the moment. ‘
Q@ Dl1ld you ever have a disbussion about peégatrics with

enybeody? A Pediatrgcs?
Q@ Yes. A That I don't remember at thé mbment, I'm

not quite sure what pediatrics means.

Q Well, did you ever discuss the bringing up of childrer

Q@ You think you did? A Yes.
- & Do you have sort of a hobby on that parﬁicular sub-
jecty A VNo. ”,;

Q Where did you have this discussion about bringing
up children; do you rscall where it was? 4 Né,fi don't.
Q@ But you do recall having such a conversatian?

A It's the sort of thing I would discuss about with people.
- @ Why would you discuss 1it? TYou arse a bachelor, arent

you? Isn't it rather odd that you discussad;thét subject,

unless you are a sclentist - brinéing up children?

A I think I would ténd to discuss the theory of anything;

and that is a theory'of bringing up children and it's an

interesting theory to me.

JUROR: Would you remember where ybu end Joel Barr
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agreed on some formula or theory about the bringing up §

of children on an occasion?

THE WITNESS: No, I don't remember any such par-
ticular asgreement on that subject.

Q But you do discuss this subject quite a bit, don't
you; 1t's one of your hcobbiss? A Well, not especially.
There gre lots of other subjects I discuss. But that sounds
like a subject 1 would diéeuss.

Q@ Well, have you discussed it? 4 Yes, I have.

Q Very often? & No, not very often; occasionally.

JUROR: Mr. Lene, could you get a little idea
of his philosophy on that? |
MR. LANE: Sure. | |
JUROR: Waat is your theory on bringing up childreh?
‘Just briefly, roughly, hit the high‘points;_g |
THE WITNESS: Well, I think they should be taught
- o understand things rather then to feactvtémperament-
ally. They should be taught sound ethicaljﬁriHCiples,
preferably by example. That sort of thtng.’ And they
should be taught to know things from the importance of
- knowing things snd understanding. How all that 1s to
be done I don't know, actually, but that's the géneral
idea of my philosophy as to what direction they should
be turned in.
MR. LANE: Can we adjourn this?

THE FOREMAN : 11 right; you are excused.

- © [WITNESS EXCUSED J - . i




10/2€/50

el BD @ | Ia
P;é.l ; Sylvia banziger

S YLVIA DANZIGER, recalled as a witness,
again 3uly sworn by the Foreﬁan, tessified:
BY KR. LANE:
¢ Mrs. lLanzizer, you will have to face the Jjury ang
I want ycu to pay very close attention to wiat I say.} Your%

husband hzs just appeared before the zrand jury -nd I am

going over scme of tne ground with reference to Eiilsh Levitoy.
Cid you knew her? A lhat's the sister-in-law of --

¢ ‘the sister-in-law of Sobell. 4 Yes. I think I
was introduced to her.

Q@ 4 litrvle louder. & I gaij, I think I was introduces

to her.

Q TWell, now, Mrs. Danziger, there is no reason why

]

you and your hus®mni -- well, before I ask you thazquesnion;
how many children do you have? 4 Two. {
§ ¢ How 0ld are theyY A Une is going to e four nexv
week and one --

Q@ & girl and boy? A lhe boy is four.

¢ Your busbend is greatly devoted to those cyildrent?

A Yes, he is.

@ Do yvou think he cares more for the children shan he
does Tor the Sobells? 4 I Jefinitely dc.
« Do you? 4 I certainly ijo.
Q@ ©Oan you zive me anhy reascn why he 3cesn't want %o é
atef 4 Ho.
8 iy g™ P 3 )
§ ©On the Tact thas I have inguired? A No.

_Dc you suppose you can zet him to cooperate, o tell

f,@j:‘:
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the truth? A I certain would if I couls.
@ That? 4 I think he should sell the truth.

¢ I den't think that you would be trying to shielj

Sobell, would yout?t A I certainly would not.

Maybe ycu cean help us ani perbape help him, I don'h%

A
h ]

know. I am talking abour your husbang.

<& Do you know he corresponied with Spbell? & I foung

that out, thatv he hald sent a letter to Scbell, when 1 was

talking to my uncle.

% TWhen you were wulking with your uncle? 4 Yes.

Q V¥hern was tnis? 4 Then you zave him -he firsg
subpoena ani we went down and asked his uncle what s squoenﬁ
wag -- my uncle, rather -- what a subposna was -~n3 whew 18
meznt, snd he saii, "whot have you £ot to o with it." 4n3
Bill %c¢ld nin, anj'?pa'ls when I foun3d out acout ig. i

. You tuld the zrand jury the l.st time you were herei
thet you saw a letter tha: he received frum Sobell. A Yes.

.. lhar dcesn'ts ail up with whas you told ug a minute

5 You gs
saly pe seng g legter 4o Sobell

.égo.
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¢ BHe answered it. =~ That I 31d no% know unsil shav &

time.

Q You knew that he had recelved letters from Sobell?

4 I xnew he had received a letter from Sobell.

q  How mmny? 4 A letter.
5 ¥%hat was in she lesser? & I t0ld you as far gs I
“remember what it was.

¢ Diin'y he tell you what he 3id with the levter?
4 I am pretsy sure I threw 1t cut.

Q Tna&s just what I am coming to. You zre pretty
sure you 3id not shrow it out because the letter wass sent ’é
to scmebedy else. & Uh, I am pretvy cure I threw 1% out. |

¢ ©No, you couldn'y have thrown 1t out because I haveé
the letver. = Then 1 didnot throw iv out.

¢ How could you throw out something I have got? I
have & photostat right in my hazni here. How can you come iﬁ
here and tell this jury thav you threw somethinz out when Ié
have 1t? & Mr. lLane, when the agents asked about the 18353&
T hunted z11 over the house for it, :nd when I'iii nov finﬁ%
it I zssumed I threw it cut.
| 4 You gssumed. ow You &re certain you 313 not shrow:
it out. & How can I be certalin of anytiing?

~ T have the letter. 4 Then you h=zve the lecter. ﬁ
was just certain I did. 1I'j have nc reasch to keep such a
letter. |

¢ Did your nusbend ever tell you thayhe wrote td

H
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Eaith Levisov? 4 No-

4 How 313 your husband usually adiress his letters?

How dJoes he write? L  %hat 3Jo you meant
¢ You know. 4 Leoces he writei You mesn btiz end-

grisingy
Q Yes. & e usually writes.
Q When he wrises -- you received letters from your %
husbanit 4 Mgny yeaTrs @go. '
¢ You mean he hasn't corresponded since you have been
¢ married -— when he's gway? A I do not remember having

v

‘correspenied.

o Come, come, you love your hustani, dcn't you? A I
certainly 3o. I spent $80 on those calls when we were

geparated.

5 That's what I mean. 4 I 30 not recall any letters.

£

Just show me. When he senis @ letter to you, show

me just how he writes bis name. » How does he write his

' namel

¢ No, how would he adiress you, nct his name, how

% would he sddress your Write 1% zs though he were writing a %

. letter %o you. How would he zddress the envelope, the name |
ani &diress -- your name and address and your place. a You

mean where we Live now?

¢ Yes. That is where ne would write it, I sssume. You

don't have any hesitancy in shat? 4 I am $Tying to remember
how he would write. |
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4 You know your own nezme. Go ahead. Is the address’
sher=% You heve &an ajirass. snd the cisy.
(Hands Mr. Luoe envelope.MARKED G.J.EXBibit 5, this
‘ ‘ i .. date.)
suppose he were going to write to E3lth Levitov, i
how would he address 1t I will sive you the sdidress. Ycu
show me how he wculd adsress it. = Miss E3ith Levitov.
¢ €135 Lee bighway, srlington, Va. 4 How 3oes she

gpell 1t -~ "o-f-f"7

q Levitov, you know how she spells it, Levitov. ;

"gey" —= what was 157 S

g €135 Lee Hghway, Arlington, Va. Now, if your
husbanj -- hold that —-- 3Joes your husbani ever adjiress &
letter to you @ni print ivr 4 Print iwe?

Q Yes. & I don't think sc. I don't know. !

o Suppose hé were going %o, how would you print a |

H
i

lebter to cha: women? You pring is. You print cut the firss

name, Miss Edith Levitoy, =nd then write the rest out in
your own hendwriting. You Jdon't spell E3ith thé?ﬁay. Eiith%
. is spellei "E 41 &k ". Print cut kiss Edith Levirtov, |
| 2135 Lee Hignway, arlington, Va. New, I show you Grani Jury§
Exhibit 3, and I usk you if you huve sver seen thar before?

That is a photostat. 4 No.
i Never? ©®hzt 1s the angwer? A No.
G You never saw 1t before? A No.

Did you ever mall & letter to £3ith Levitov? 4 Wo,

&

sir,
(TWO EXVELOFES WRITTEN BY WITKESS MATED GRAND JURY
iZHIBITE 6 .04 7, this date.)
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2 I show you Grani Jury Zxnfbit &, and I ask you

Q
you have ever seen tiose znvelopes befqre? 4 No.
¢ Yever saw themt & No.

¢ Dp you recogznize the haniwriting or theprinting
zither one of those letters? 4 Can I see tha- Tirst one?

¢ Bo, noc, taéke & lock at it. Do you recognize %the

hanijwriting on either cne of those letters? s The printing

looks familiar.

¢ But you don't recognize it7 & It looks --

¢ It looks like the printing on the sxhiblt thas you

just saw? A No.

¢ I show you Grgnd Jury Zxhibit 3.

(Cont. by B*)

f

¢
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A It looks scmething like this.

¢ It looks like the printing on Goverrment Exhibit 37
A Yes. »

& But you don't recognize it? A No.

¢ Do you know Helen Scbell's writing? A No, I don't.

Q@ Printing? A No, I don't.

¢ Well, do you recognize the writing on axiiblt 2 that

I have shown you ¥? A No.

qQ Now, do ycu know Abe Survell? A Who; Sobell?

Q@ Survell. A Survell; yes, + know him,

‘Q Do you know him very well? A& Well, I have seen him,

¢ Did you and your husband attend meetings at his house?

A Not to my knowledge.

¢ Did your husband ever attend a meeting? A Not to

my knowledge.
o Did you attend a meeting: A I don't recall ever

having a meeting at his house.

G Well, talk loud, now, g8 loud as you can. Did you
ever attend a meeting at this man's house; Abe Survell?
A 1 den't recall attending g meeting at Abe Survell's house.

¢ Did you ever visit wlith aAbe Survell? A Survell?

Yes, A I think + did.

£ 8

You think you didry A I think I visited him.
« At his home? A At his housse.

And was yowr husband with you? A I think so.

£L@0

@ Well, I thought ycu s&id you never sttended any
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meetings a2t hils house. A Well;Ahe had twin boys end I think
I visited after he had the twin boys.

Q You mean you visited him socially? &4 Yes; at his
house. He bought & house, didn't he?

G I den't know. I'm asking you, dld he? 4 Yes, I'm
pretty sure I visited there.

@& Do you know what he did in Washington? A Well, he
" workeG for theGovernment.

Q vwhat dldhe do? A He wes an artist, wasn't he?

¢ Well, you are telling me. I'm asking the questiocns,
A I'm sorry. 1 think he was an artlst.

@ Did you know he belonged to the Communist Party?
4 T don't think I knew that.

G You didn't know that? 4 No.

& Did you knpw he was chairman of the Communist Party
unit? A4 No, I didn't know he was chelrman.

Q Was he in the same unlt that you were iIn? A You keep
sayling that.

« Well, was he or wasn't he? A He wasn't anything
to me.

¢ Were you in the same unit that he was In, the Communlst
unit? A No, sir.

| % Was your husbandé in 1t? & How can I answer for

my husband? Rut I don't think my husband --

& Just say es far &as you know, A As far as I know.

% As far as you know, your husband was nct in any
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Communist unit? A That's right, as far as I can tell, my
husbana wasn't. |

& And as far as you knew, ycu weren't in 1t? A As far
as I can remember, no.

Q@ You c¢idn't belong to any Communist cell unlt down
there in Washirgton?Y A Mr; Lane, 1 don't recall ever having‘
belenged to anything like that down in Weshington.

G Now, we'll just stick to Washington and the queétion}
The question was did you belong tc a Communist cell in |
Washington? 4 I told you I don't recsll ever belonging to
a Communist cell in Washington, |

¢ Did you ever attend a Cormunist Farty mseting in
- Weshingtom? A I don't think I ever sttended a Communist Party
meeting in Washington. ‘

& Do you know David Levitov? A Who?

& David Levitov. A 1Is he related to --

¢ Yes, & brother. & ¥o, sir, I don't,

¢ Do you know Bdith Levitov? A Yes, I do.

G Did you ever ccrrespond with .ddith Levitov?

A Yo, sir.

& Did you ever send an envelope through the mail to
Edith Levitov? & No, sir.

& Do you kmow whether your husband ever did or not?
4L No, sir.

Q@ Did he ever tell you that ke did? A No, sir.

& Yid anyone ever tell you? A No, sir.
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MR, LANE: Any questions, ladies and gentlemen?
Incidentally, Mr. Heporter,’would you merk thi

as an exhiblt.

[An envelope, containing writing, was marked

Grand Jury sxhiblt No. 4, this dete.]

& One more guestion. Here are six envelopes. Take =
look at all of them. Do you recognlize ths hanéwriting on anyi
of those envelopes, or the printing? Or would you like to
compare i1t with this other? 4 1t looks familiar.

¢ Well, do you recognize it? DId you ever see them
before?Y & These envelopss’ |

“« Yes, the writing on the envelopes. Did you sver see
the envelopes before? A 1 didn't see the envelopes.

@ Did you ever see the writing on the envelopes beforeﬁ
A Is this my husband's? ;

@ I'm not telling you what they are, whether they are
Sobell's or Levitov's or anyone's., I'm just asking you whos§
hendwriting that is. A 1t looks kind of like my husba'nd's.i

4 Can you identify it as your husband's? I'm not
talking ebout the handwriting. I'm talking abaxt the print-
ing, this pert. A The printing?

Q@ Yes. I don't mean the hancwriting. [he handwriting
I'11 ceonecede is your husband's. T'm talking about the print?
ing. & No, 1 can't,

& You can't recognize that? A4 Wo, he doesn't print

like thet. He dces engineering work, snd he blusprints.
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& Do wou recognize thaty A Well, that's how he would
print, 1f he printed, because they all print that way.

ME. LANE: The witness is identifying one of the
exhibits, Exhlibit 1-A. She identlifies something that
looké like her husband's printing.

@& Do you recognize 1t as your husband's? 4 It's so
herd to recognlze the printing. ‘

& Well, aid you ever see your husband print like thsat
before? A Yes, whenever he prints anything on his stuff he
| prints like this, I mean capital letters, and like this,
that's how he weould do 1it,.

& A _d do you think that's his enveleope and his printing,
on the envelope? # I wouldn't know if i1t's his envelope,
but it might be.

¢ Does 1t look like his printing? &4 1t looks like
the way he would print.

& Did you ever receive a letter like thst from hinm?

A Well, Bill generally types things.

& Or writes them out, I assume. A He has a very bad
handwrlting,

@ Do you recognize that as his hsndwriting? A I say
it might very well De,

@ But you would have difficulty in recognizing 1t:

4 Yes, sir.
« How about this here:; do you recognize that?

A Now, this ig =-- 1s thst the same one?
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MR. LANE: I have shown the witness Exhibits 1-B
aﬁd 1-C and I asked her 1f she could identify the hand-
writing there. |
¢ Can you 1identify that handwriting? TIs that your

husband's or is it Sobellts?Y A 1t looks very much like my
husband's handwriting.

Q Put can you positively identify 1t? You have seen
your husband write before, haven't you? A I have seen him
write. He is a very sloppy writer.

@ Does that look like his writing? # It looks very
mach like 1%, yes. -

G Anc Exhibit 1-D, does that lcok like his writing?

&4 Yes, it looks like his wrilting.

w Now, does the printing on Exhiblit 1-D look like his
printing? A No, I would say he wouldn't use printing like
that.

§ o&xhiblt 1-E, does that look like his printing?

A That would look like his printing.

Q And Exhibit 1-F, does that lcok 1ike his printing?
A T would say it might very well be.

& Is there any reascn why ycur husband shculd be
shielding Sobell? A No. I think my husband cught to take
Sobell and choke him.

THE PFOREMAN: Why?

THE WITNESS: Because how can anybody let somebody .

come cut to his house when he knows he is running away?
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¢ Well, now, Mrs, Danziger, those tears don't -- 1
don't think they affect the Jury at all. What we want to
know from you, what 1s more effective than tears, is why your
husband acted as a mail drop fof the Sobells. Now, if you
can explain that satisfactorily I think we can disbend. And
if you can't, I'm going to ask the Jury to take appropriate
action. Now, do you have an explanation? A He would be
a demned fool if he ever did. |

& Well, thatts the way you put it. Then you think he
is being rather silly in whét he is doing? A 1I'm sorry; to
me, 1t would be the most ridiculous thing I ever know d‘;

& Well, then I'm golng to aék the Foreman tovexcuse
you and your husband until next Wednesday, at which time 1
want you back. And between now and Wednesday whatever this
Jury will do I think will depend in great measurs upon the
influence you have with your husband in getting him to tell
the truth for a change. That's all. I'm cclvinced'ycur
husband is lying, I'm positive, and nc one cén change that,
because there are certain facts that are unexplained and he
is the only one that can explain them. 4 Did he write
those letters to Levitov?

& I'm not asking you to answer any questions. I'm
telling you something. You are smért, you are intelligent. -
You talk $to yoaur husband sbout that, not me.

{To the Foreman) So, Mr, Foreman, unless there are

some questions -- and the hour is getting a little late --
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I think we ought to sxcuse her until next Vednesday.

THIEE FOREMAN: You are excused until next Wednesday.
ind I would like tc say, as Foreman of this dJdury, we
are all trying to help you =-- just keep that in mind
during the week -- we are all trying to help you.

-We are not trying tc get anybody into any trouble st
all. We sll realizs your position., So try to be
open and tell everything, because you can imagine
what things might be if you dontt. And we are with
you. Feel that we are with you to help you. Will
you do that? ‘

»0 that you will be here next Wedneadsay; that's
on the 25th. »

| MR. LANE: Your husbsnd 1s to come back the same

time, at eleven o'clock.

[WITNESS EXCUSED]
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Ug vs John Doe

October 26, 1950 : Surovell

e,

full nume is aAbraham Jacob Surovell. I zm 30 years oli.

ABRAEHRAH o d . SUROCVELL, cglled ss a
witness, having first been July swcrnby the Foreman, |
testified as follows:-

BY MR. LANE:

& Will y.u give me your €ull name and age? A My

« Tour address? 4 1102 U46th St., scutheast,
Washington 19, D. C.
@ 4nd your employment? A Pardon?

Your present employment. A I am self-employed.

& &

Doing what? 4 I hsve & drafting firm called
Sangster Surovellrgssociates, Inc. I amkthe vice pIesiaan;; 

4 How many people do you have working fer you? 4 Ag
present we have —

w Well, roughly; don't zive me exactly. & Nine people..

k374

@ Are you merried? 4 Yes,sir.

Q Eow 1ong have you been married? 4 I have peen
married for eight years.

¢ What is your wife's maiden name? A Her ngme is
Ester Shaick.

§ Do you hgve any cuildrent 4 Yes,sir.

) How many? & Three.

¢ Bow 013t & Une is 44; the other ars twins, 20 monthg
old. 411 boys.

w What sort of work Jo you do with siis company of

yours? Whom Jo you work for? A We are a general drafting
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started at the Navy Hydrographic Office on Februsry 8, 1942;

poor here. & I joined the Navy.and wzs in uniform from

" drafiteman.

for the United States Navy air Pilost.

company . We ca&n do any kind of drafsing wak tha:‘s needel
and comrercial art work.

¢ Were you employed in the Ravy Department at one
time? A Yes, sir.

¢ How long &go was that? & I beileve that I first

it was the wonth of February; I believe it was She elghth.

¢ How long 3idyou wak there? 4 I enlisted in the 5
United States N§Vy on November Z4th, 19h2. I jgnneﬁ a 1' 1
Navy uniform —~ I wonder if everyone can hear me? ' ’

Q@ Speak a 1listle louder. The acoustics are & 1little f

November 24, 1942, but was reassigned bvack to the desk I
had had s a civilian to perform the same Jjutiesg I Waé
performing. I stayéd in uniform until February of 1942,
when I was discharged from the Ngvy and went back to the
same job I had oWtained with she Navy. I stayed in thas
job until June 30th, 1947.

¢ What were your Juties in the Navy? 4 I was &

¢ A draftsmant 4 Yes, sir.

3 Wneav sort of Jrafting 413 you Jo? A Maps.

Q Maps of what? What sort of maps? & At one time
they were large scale maps to go into & publicartion called 4
The Naval Air Pilot. I was then transferred from thas anﬁ.;

put in charge of a publication called the Weanher Summary gQ
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to stay so long. They seemed anxious to zet the others beek

m & Did you do any work for Naval Intelligenée while
L were there? A No, sir. '

& None &t all? A No.

Q. ihere were you sbationed while you were in she
service? 4 At the United Seates Navy Hysrographic of fice
except for a very brief period, Cetober 10th, 1945 —- I
remember the date because it ié’ﬁy wediing anciversary _;
and I was sent somehow to an office thatwas alreaiy in the
process of being Jecommissioned. Ry the btime I 2ot there iy
wae just about deccmmissloned, so I came back in November ej
the same year.

¢ Wgs that cn temporary orders or permanent orders?
4 I never was guite sure. They called it rotation for men
there who had been there for sc long --

@ I know. Did you go out on temporary orders or 3ig
you go out on permanent orders? A I sm sure I must héve
gone on temporary orders because at that time I had dnough

points for discharge, so I 3o not impagine they expected m@”

§ T®hen were you discharged? A I think the 3ate was
February 16th, 1946.
| & You got &n honorable discharge, of course?
4 Yes, sir.
@ Do you know William Dangiger? A4 I must 3scline to
answer thes question, sir, on the grounds that 1t mizht tend

to incriminate me.
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~ could not, vubt the fact war you know him could not very well

g You mean thefact that you know him you think would

tend to incriminave you? The ns-.% question I ask could or

tend tb incriminate you any more than}§ou xnew former Pres.

R@cseveli or if you know Joe Stalin. The fact shat yvou know

him could not very well tend 6o incrimina te you. Assoclatig

with @& person mizht tend to incriminate you, but the fact

that you know & man joesn's. & I am afraid I mﬁsﬁ jecline

50 answer. |
¢ You have counsel, have you? A Tes, sizr.

énat is his name? A Bis neme is Kglman CGotvesman.

Q

q What is bis address? 4 -Euplre State Building.

qQ Telephbne number? A4 I Jo ne# knew 1t, I am soer.

Q HaQe you pzid him a fee? A Yes, cir.

@ HBave you known him before? .A Xo, sir.

Q When 3i3 you meet Lim for the first time? A Yesﬁer»l

day.

qQ How long has he practiced lzw? 4 I don't know.

¢ Is be & member of the Bsr of the State of New York?
4 T believe s0.

§ ®Who recoszmenied you to him?_ A My Washington
atbtorney. .

¢ what is his nume? 4 They zre a law firm, called
Cobb & Weisbtrod.

¢ Which one is your lezwyer? A Both, zctually.

¢ ha 1s their adiress? & 1822 Jefferson Place, N.W.

n
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G Do I understand thas you prefer not to cooperate in
'tbis case? A I have been aivised by my atvorney --

¢ I appreciate that.

THE FOREMAN: You haven't anewered the questioa-'

sre you gzoing tu cooperate or are you not going to
cocperate —— yes or no?
TEE WITNESS: I am afrald I cannot anticipate --
TEE FCOREMAN: 1pe snswer ig yes or no. ﬁie you
going to cooperate or not?
THE WITNESS: I will ccoperate to the fullest
of my extent.
G Well, if your skirts are'cagplezaly clgan -- we are
iﬁquiring into this espionage and the atom bomb business --
if your skirts, as I Say, are completely clean, you can oo~

operase; but if you think you are vulnerzble in szny way,

if you think you are invclved, if you think perhaps you migir 

be indicted for esplonage, why iz/mignz be advisable for you
to refuse to answer guestions. Butbt at the same time -- you
put yourself in the position of these jurcrs -- you come in
hers, an ismerican citigen -- I assume youare, aren', you!
4 Yee, sir.

¢ TWell, I assume you feel like the rest of us. TYou
would like to preserve this country. You come up hers, ani
when we try to ask you guestions that we mizhyv in some way
jelve into the activities of people who h:ve tried to sell

the country 3own the river, so to spesk, you suldenly say,
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"{ell, I refuse to answer on Tthée groun:s it may tendyto
ineriminate we." New, ﬁnat would you think if you were a
juror? 4 I have retained counsel an3 he has advised me
ani I think shas I should follow his advice.

4 TWell, you haven't answered my quescion.b I underssani
that. I saiij, what would you think, what &lternative dces
it leave these people as far us you are concerned? That are
they gzoing %o shinky What? g I jgn‘t knew.

w, You prefer nct to tell anything =zbout Lanziger thal
you know? Will you wnswer thas question? Do you prefer not
t0 say anys-ing sbout Dunziger? & Yese, sir.

> Op the grounds it would tend %o ircriming e you?

4 Thab's righs. |

Didn't you talk to she FBI Agents in Washington?
That doesn't incriminzbte you because you 3id talk to Shem.
1. have the Agents in mind whonm ybu talked to, so you cannot
very well say the fact thas you znswer yes or no o that
would tend to incriminpa te you, Leocause that is az fact —-
3iin‘s‘you? A Yes, sir.

g Well, everything you told %o the Agents we know, So,
that wouldn's teni to incriminate you. If it weould incrim-
ingte you, 1t would have incrimiﬁazed you long ago, woulin'g
157 In other words, you tcld the Agents you knew lanziger.
Now you come before & grand jury and say you Jo not want to
tegtify on the grounis it will tend %o incriminate you. I

is not consistens. I 30 not know whew your lzwyer based hip




1B-7

it
Surovell

argument upon, but 3id you sell ydur lawyer you toiﬂ all
this to the F¥BI?Y A I think I would iecliﬁe to znswer thﬁt
ghestion Loo.

§ TYou decline to =nswer that cn whet ground? 4 I
wonder if I wigzht see my attorney?

7 Yes, you will see him in time, but what is your
ansuer.SG the guestion? A I wender 1f I mizht consult
with him before I answer thgt quesslon. |

Q@ In other words, 3id you tell your lasyer -- you
have already tcld me and I know thas ydu have tzlked to the
FBI -- now my guestion 5o you is, 3id you tell your lawyer
what you told the FBI Agents? 4.1 really woull appreciate
it if I could consult wish oy lawyer.

¢ Do you know Juylius Rosenberg? 4 To the fulles:
extent of my mewory, I bhonesvly believe that I have n@vgf
geen him in my 1life.

3 Do you know Meorton Sobell? 4 I can say the same f  
about Morton Sobell: I have never in =y life seen nim zs .
far as I can recall, not once.

Q@ What? &~ Nosv cnce in my 1ife, =zs far as I can

recall.
¢ Do you kncw Mres. fobell -- Ju you xnow Sylvia —-
Mrs. Sobelli 4 I am almost positive again that I have
g2

never met her.
4 Do you know Sylvia Dangiger, Danziger's wife?

» 1 3decline to answer that gueswlon.
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THE FOREMAN: Isn't that inconsistent?
@ OUn wha® grounds? A I 3jecline %o cnswer that

gussbtlon.

2 G
ate me.
@ Do you refuse to wnswer -- I will ask you this

guestion; Will you anewer gny questions with referznce to
William Dangiger or Sylvi& Danziger? 4 Ne, =ir; on the

grounds they misht incriminate me.

Q You want to consult with your atterney? A If I may

@ You go down to the fourth floor, you know where he

is. You better sit Jown sni have a heart to heart talk with

that lawyer. 1 3c not know what his éxperience is, but I
think you better have & heart So heart talk with him. D43
you bring your tiings up with you from Wgshingson? 4 No,sir.

) ?gu heve nothing with you if you hzve %o gtay over
for some time? & No, sir.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)

Un whav gzroundst 4 Cn the grounds it mizhs inecriminl

A e L
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DAVID Z . LEVITOCY, called as a witness,
having first been July sworn by the Foreman, testified)

ag follows:-

& Mr. Levitov, how 0l3 are yout 4 30 years oli.
§ Are you married? a No, sir.

Q Your present address? 4 <135 Lee Highway.

Q arlington, Va 7 A& Thet's right.

3 You live with your folks? 4 With my mother.

@ Your father 1iv1gg?~ A Ng, s=ir.

4 Do you support your mqther? & Yes, sir.

¢ Bow many brothers and sisters 8o you have? 4 I havel

two brothers and two sisters.

& The sisters are who? & Eﬂizhbanﬂ Helen.

4 How long have you lived &t your presens addrese?
4 Foughly 17 years suve for the time I wms in the service.

' lhere were you, in she Army or Navy? & In the Army|
Air Torces.

4 How long were you in the aArmy sir Forces? A Apout

four years -- 51 months.

§ There were you vtationed? A You mean =1l the placeb

@ Yo, I mean some of the places. A Well, I mean,
Tort Monmouth, ¥. J., and then McCord Field, ¥Washingwon,
Bakers Field, Cal., Fresno, Cal., &nd overseas, I went =—-
thers are several other places.

G  Were you in Epgland? A No; I went to the South

PaCifie.
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| Q Whzt was your rank? 4 I went in as a Private

and I cawe cvub the same way.

¢ What 3id you do? A My wmilivary specialty was
telelype operator.

¢ Where are you presently employed? 4 When I was
o wreeas on Iwo Jime, wy father 3ied, anid zs soon as I
conld I came home ani I tock over the Zrocery store.

@ That's his Dbusiness thent A Yee, my mother ani
his.

@ How many people work in the grocery store?
A Myself. |

@ You run it alone? 4 Well, my mother is there.

o You aré the brother-in-law of Mprton Sgbell, is
that right? 4 That's righy sir.

Q What members of your family were living as'ynur
Arlington, Va. home 3Juring the months of June and July
19507 W®Which members ¢f your family were living with you

in 1950, June and July? Your mother, yourself, either one

of your sisters live with you during tvhat perioc3? A I
know Helen did not -- June or July -- Sdie wizht have 11veg

thers baut I don't know.

¢ Well, this was just after she Sobells left for
Mexico, would that refresh your recollection? A& Yes. I
mean, she came back, I think it was July.

7 Sometime in Juliy? 4 I think so, sir.

Q Yow, when Edish wasn'y living at home, 3o you know
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where she d4idlive? 4 It has zlways been my impression thas~j§
she liﬁeﬂ with Helen.

0id you visis them there at Sobells? A Cne time.

&£

§ When was that? A Ch, & year &ni a half, two years
ago.
G Was E3ith there atv that time? 4 Yes.

& When E3ish revurned to your home in July of this

yveer, 3didshe tell you anything abous tvhe Jeparture of the
Sobell family?t 4 Ne¢, sir.

¢ Diidn'yg say anytulng? 4 Here is the whole thing:
this is & prevwy tough subject --

¢l apprecieh that fact. ~° A Buv my kid sister, ¥

m-an, you can', talk to her for any lengsh of time./

\ I wean, I couldn'y talk to

her 1like I talk to you, for instance.

& Vhat I was zetving av, it ie normal when scme men
of the fémily leaves on a long trip tc say, "Brother or §
is golng comewhere." A Tbaf.ﬂepenﬂs on %the Tamily.

¢ I understani. But ili she say anything about th
“act thet the Scbells hul left for Mexico? 4 I mean, namrﬁj
}; when she came home we asked where Helen znd Vortie were, aé@
/ she told us that she 3iinot know. :

& Lid she tell ycu where they hzd zone? A Well, we:
gave her, I mean, we wanted $c find out curselves, I mean,;

znd Mom wrote & letter pleading, "Please tell what happened.

FOIA(b)3 - Rule 6le),

3 .
FOTA (b) & Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure,

Grand Jury
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" they left for Mexico? She certain cshould have known. She

s grand jury. Bub, neverthelees, the business that they are

linvolved in involwd millions of Americans, and we have to

f

I mean, she shought they had got in &n automobile accidens

¢cr someshing.
& She shouzht that who ot in uh automobile accidant?
A My bxothei-in—l&w and my sister. |
Q Hew could they zet in zan autowmobile acciient when
they left by plane? 4 She knew absclutely nothing about
the wheole thing.
@ Whot? A My mother.

5 Q Yes, but Jidn'g your sister se¢ll your wother thasy

was there sthgt night when they left. 4 Te asked her,
"Wpere is Helen and Mortiei" 4ni she told us'thaz she 313
not know. |

@ You see, I den't know whether you appreciate the
facﬁ that you are underoath and that the answers you zive
are subject to the penalties of perjury. I want you to
reslize thav. I apprecizte the fact thav it is kind df a

tough spos for a brother %o be in, to have tou come before =

go through shis sking, =sn3 I know if I were in your shoes

and wy siste: was invelved in this in =zny way, I'3 feel the

same way you do, & 1ittle reluctant, bul nevertheless it
would ve my 3uty, I'd have to testify to sthese facte or else
take bthe conseguences. Now, bear that in mind when I g8k

these guestiens. I ask you ratiomal questions which call
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for rational answers. Kow we have jurors here that gre
incalligent. I think they are going to find i % & litsle
jifficult tc believe thas a member of she family comes Jown
to she home of her brotier and her mother &ni then suddenlyj'
joesn't know where the brother-in-law anj sister happen to
be. TWhen as a matter of fact we hzve definite evidence zha§m 
she was present the nighs shey left. ©She knew where they '
were going. 8o 1% Joesn't a3l up. I ask you about itani
you s&y, “Well, she §i5~aat know where they went.' This 15' e
your ﬁpportunity $0 tell us whether she in fact 3i3 tell‘yeui
where they were. A 1 am under ocath, sir. I yill repeat|
whas I juét said. |
Q@ Did she tell you why they had left? 4 ¥o, sir.

¢ Diin't she say anytbing abous them? 4 ¥o, sir.

She's, you know, she -- my mother asked ter how is the babyf i

and all tetsort of stuff, and all she would say 1s, they arel
fine.

Qv When is the last time prior $o June 22, 1950 that
any msmber of your family in virginis heard from Helen or
Morton Scbell? 4 I jon't know exactly, sir. We zot a ccuplg 
of letters and all of a sﬁdﬂen the letters even stopped. |

G Did Eelén or Morton Sobell ever tell you or Ny
member of your family that they were plaznning to go away
prior to Jyne 22, 1950%Y 4 Ne¢, sir.

¢ ¥ow, in June or Jyly 1950 413 you or any member of

your family receive any letters fromw Morton or Helen Sobel1?|
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A Thersnlyrtbing I can say szbout thatv, sir, is when the
FBl men, came arounﬂ‘l gave them the letter and the envelopes
and all tha: sort of stuff, I mean, everyfing that I'haﬂ in
wy possession.

Q Yes, I know that, =nd apparently in thaw résﬁect
you were cooperative. Buf where 313 you get those letters? |
4 TWhere did I get shése legters? |

g Yes, thoée enveiopes and the letters? A I mean,
the letters cawe in and I put them on The side, and when, Iﬂfﬁ'
mean, it was a letter, I mean, I 3jidn't azxtach any impnrnang Q
to 1%, 1 mean, cutside of, you know, the usual family stuffg‘{
and when they casme on in, that's.zll I knew, I mean, they
wanted them ani they wanted the envelopes.

G Yes, but when the letters firsst came to HEe heﬁSE,’

you gave the letters to E3ith? & I jon't even think Eiith wad ﬁﬂ

home at the tlme.

. Tho opened the lette:s? 4 I 3if -- either my

mother or myself. I mean, thﬁ;'s the only person.

§ You read nnem? 8 Of courge I reasd Shem.
G Fow, this is &n exhibit, Govt's Exhibit 3. This 15  ”
& photostat) I beligve, of the lester. I think that is wh&tﬁ:
you gave the FBI. Do you reéegnize it? A Yes. |
¢ Thege are the two envelopes. That's Govt's Exhibité‘

] TpQSe are photostats. -+ Yes.
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¢ Of the letvers wﬁiéh yougave the FEI, 4 Yes, they
look like them. |

@ Did you ever give Ejith either one of these
exhibits? 4 ¥o.

¢ Never? 4 No-.

Q2.7

Did shey have any particular significance? A Not

to me.

¢ What happened to the other letter that was in?
4 1 pean -- »

¢ Theose are the only two you had? In ofther words
there were two envelopes 1n cne letSer? 4 Yes.

q T%asn'y there anotherletter enclosed in the second

envelope? & Cf course there was, but, I mean, where or vhat

it got -- where 1t got to, I have no idea. I mean, I zm notl .

@ In other words, youcoened these letters then znj re

You read them yourself? 4 I read the letters, yes.

them t¢ your mobther? & I ocpened the letters znd I resd theh -

and then I gave them to my mother for her to read.
¢ D1d you zive them to Edith: A E4i%h was not home,
I 3on't think.
¢ Did she ever read thewm? Sphe come home somebime?
I think by fthe time -- wal® a minute -- right at tha-
time, it is pretty close, where I gave bthe letters So the
FBI men, or E3Jith come home &nid I wanted to zsk her what SHif

was sbout, I 3jon't remember.
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¢ D¢ you recall that she read the letvters? 4 No, siy
I do not.
G You never saw her reading the letters? 4 I don't

know.

(Gont. by IFG)
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Re: John Doe
(Mr, Lane)

D, Levitov

Q Will you tell me why you opened the letter ad-
dressed to Edith? A I would have opened - - I didn't
even give 1t & second tpcught at the time, I mean - -

Q@ What do you mean®? A I mesan, out of a clear'

blue sgky a letter comes from New York, and addressed to

Edith, and naturally I thought 1% was from my sister Helen,

and naturally I opened 1it,

Q You thought it was from your sister Helen?
A Yes, I don't know anybody in New York,

‘ Q What made you think it might be from your siste
Helen, if 1t was addressed to Edith and postmarked "New
York"? A (No answer,) _

@ That is a poser, isn't 1t®t A Yes, it is,
Well, I mean - - |
Q¢ Come on now, tell me the truth, A Look, I

intend to, This is something that I have never tmught of

before, You ask me a question, and I am figuring, why did

I open the letters, and I have to look back; and I would
have opened the letters, regardless,

€ But you said you thought it was from Helen,
A Well, - - '

| & Why did you think it was from Helen? A Well,

looking back, the letters were from Helen,

Q@ Is that Helen's hendwriting on the envelope?
A I don't know, but I think so,

,Q Did she print thet way all the time? A I

i
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don't know, |

Q Didn't you ever receive letters from her before?
A Yes, I have received letters from her before. ;

@ Were they printed? A Yes, she sometimes :
prints, :

Q And you say that that locks like her printing?i
A I think so. ;

Q@ Well, for your information 1t is not, A It
isn't?

Q@ No, of course it isn't, 4 What do you mean,
"Orf course it isn't "7 k

Q Just what I said: "Of course it isn't,"

A It looks like 1t to me, sir,

Q@ Come, come, let's not fence, You know it
ien't and I know it isn't, A Whose could it be, then?

Q@ I know it isn't your sister's, A Then that
only leaves my brother-in-law,

Q@ You saild you thought it was from your sister,
when this letter came in. How sbout the second letter, the
one where it has printing and writing on that - - did you |
think that was from your sieter, too? A Now that I see
them both together, I see that they aren't the same thing,

Q@ You see that they couldn't have been from your
sister? A Sir? | |

@ You see that they couldn't have been from your .

slster? A I mean, - =
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% What is the answer? A I don't know, sir, If%
I knew I would tell you. |

Q@ Well, my question was: You see that they
couldn't be from ybur sister - - what 1s your answer to
that? A That they couldn't be from my sister?

Q@ Yes; from the writing on the outslde, A Well,
I tell you the only person I know in New York is my slster.;

Q@ But you still haven't answered my question, |
A What is that, sir?

Q The question is: Looking at the two exhibits,

the envelopes, you see that they couldn't have been from

~your sister, from the handwrlting? A Looking back - -

¢ Now, answer the question and let's not fence,
We are westing time. A From the dates - -

% You still haven't aneswered my question. Why
don't you answer questions, instead of trying to rationalizé
here? A I don't know who they are from, |

Q Take a look at the ehvelopes. Government's
Exhibit 2 ~ is that your sister's handwriting? A I think
so, slr,

R From what you have seen of your sister's hand-
writing, youbwould gsay that ie your sister's handwriting?
I am pointing to "2135 Lee Highway, Arlington, Virginia,!
on a letter postmarked July 2nd. You think that is your
gieter's handwriting? A I think so,

 You do? A VYes, sir,
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Q@ Now, take your seat. ;
A JUROR: Mr, Lane, were there two envelopes%
MR, LANE: Yes, two envelopes, One 1is Post—§

marked July 2nd, |
A JUROR: Why did you have two envelopes,

and one letter - why would you be holding an

i

envelope?

THE WITNESS: The whole thing ls sometimes _g
why would I be holding an extra envelope? g

A JUROR: Yes,

THE WITNESS: I don't know, sir, The fact
is, I had an extra envélope, end when the F, B. I,
men came around I picked one up and gave it to
them, I don't know where the other letter went
to.

A JUROR: How long was 1t before, that you
recelved the letter, before the F, B, I, men
came in?

THE WITNESS: About two or three weeks,

A JUROR: Why would you held the envelope?

THE WITNESS: My mother cherishes the words,
of my sister,

A JURCR: Why would she cherish the envelope,
and not the letter?

THE WITNESS: I don't know, Perhaps, in

cleaning up, 1t went astray.
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A JUROR: Have you ever opened your sister's

mail before?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

A JURORP? That ie rather unusual, isn't 1t?
THE WITNESS: Not in our family, no,
A JUROR: Tgen it is an unusual family.

@ Now I show you Government's Exhibit 2, the one

which containe the printing - that is the July 2nd - and the |

cther contains printing and a little handwriting on there,

Now, which one of those two envelopes contéined this letter

tom one,

i

which is Government's Exhibit 32 A I think 1t wae the bot-

-Q You think 1t was the bottom one? A Xes, sir.z

@ What mekes you think it wzs the bottom one?

i A I have no reason for my - - I mean, I Just think,

i

& In other words, you are Juss guessing? A Yesé

sir.

Q@ But you don't know? A No, sir,

@ Did you turn the two envelopes and the letter
over to the F. B. I. Agents in Washington? A Yes, sir,

Q@ And you say sgaln that these letters came tc
your address, and that you opened themt* A Yes, sir,

& Did you know where your sister was at that
time - Edith Levitov? A No, sir,

Q No, elrt A No, sir,

Q@ You dldn't know where Edith was at that time?
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A At the time I received the letters?

Q@ Yes, A I think she was with Helen,

Q Well, d1dn't you figure that she was with
Helen at that time? A When she lived 1n Rew York, she
elways was with Helen, .

€ Bo that, when you got the letters you figured
she was with Helen? A That's right,

Q Then why didn't you put the letters in an en-

. velope and send them to her? A (No answer.) ' |
% Q Well, - = A I think at that time we called |
up and recelved no answer, I mesn, after we read the let-
ters and all that sort of gtuff, we called the Sobells and

recelved no answer,

Q@ After you received the letters you called the
Sobells and received no answer, is that right? A Yes,

Q@ What number did you call? A Olymbia 8-0829.;

Q@ As a matter of fact, you were worried, werenlt;

% you? A Of course we were worrled,

& Your mother had thought that they had gotten
into an accident, on the way to Mexico? A Strike out that
last statement,

@ That 1s a question, not a ststement, Don't
etrike it out, A We didn't know where they went,

Q@ Where did you suspect that they were golng?

A We had no reason to suspect; we thought they went on

vacation,
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Q You thought that they had gone on vacation,
when you called them up? A Look - my mother 1s quite
old, and she wanted to know where they were, and naturally
she would csll, I mean, any port in a storm.

€ You saild she called them up because she thought

that they had gone on'vacation, and your mother was worried

sense when I hear 1t back,
THE FOREMAN: We are trying to cooperate
with you now, Just take 1t a little easy. We

appreclate the pm itlon you are in, Try not to

answer Just to make an answér, but try to have 1t
have some continulty. |
A JUROR: Djdn't you think it was peculisr
that the letters should come to your slster at
your house, when she was residing in New York,
and you said she hadn't lived there for years - -
why should she get mail there?
THE WITNESS: You see, this is something - -
Q@ No - answer the question, A I don't see any
reaﬁon why she should get mall there, but the fact 1s that
she did receive mall there, and I opened the letters,
Whether i1t was breach of etiquette or anything - -
Q You are the letter-opener of the house, 1is
that right - you Just opeh letters promiscuously? 4 (No

answer, )
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A JUROR: You dldn't think 1t was strange?
THE WITNESS: Well, what 1s strange?
A JUROR: Did she get other letters there? .
THE WITNESS: 1 don't think so, o %
Q Let me ask you a question: You sald that you |
thought that this was & letter from Helen, is that right?
A That's right. |
Q@ You have already testified to that? A Yes,

Q You also said that as far as you knew, Edith
wae living with Helen? A Yes,

Q@ So will you tell the Jury why, 1f Edith was
living wilth Helen, she woul& send a letter addressed to
Edith down at 2135 Lee Highway, Arlington, Virginla?

A Here - -

Q¢ Answer the question; don't give me arguments,

A I will answer the gquestion, I think the only reason I |
opened the letter was because I thought the handwriting was
my sister Helen's handwriting,

Q Yes; but you were so worried as to where they
were that you ssld you called New York immediastely., Here ’
1s a letter from New York, with a New York stamp on 1%, and.g
you say that you thought it was from Helen, who was in New
York - - but at the same time you knew that Edith was liv-
ing with Helen, So here is a letter from Helen to Edith,
Why would she be writing tc Edith in Virginia, when they ’
were llving in the next roomt® Will you reconcile that with
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the statement you made? 4 I can't answer your question
directly; I will have to give you a little background on me,
‘ Q What is wrong with you? A On accouﬁt of to
make 1t more plausible.
Q Plsuslble? A Look, Helen got married, and

she went away, snd she is living her own life, I have my

mother to tzke care of., My kid sister

This i1s a great big thing %o you, gné I would like to help
you, but - - ) g

R This 1s just anq;ﬁér case to me, A Then it
1s a big thing to me, o

<= I ghould tpiﬁk it 18 a very big thing to you,
because from what yOg/gave told us this morning you are so
in danger of beingfiﬁdicted for perjury 1%t is not even
funny., Your s;séér is in trouble, your brother-in-law is
in trouble,lyéﬁr other sister 1s in danger of belng in
trouble, /If you want to make it one hundred percent, 1t
is up pbfyou. You have a mother %o support, and you are in
a sgrioue sltusation, You have a mother to support - now,
thﬁ do you think you are kidding? A Look - you can't

//}eveal stuff that you don't know,

Q That is true, but you can reveal stuff that
you do know, A But this was a little matter, A letter
comes, and you open a letter, You make 1t a big thing,

What wae in that letter so important - what 414 I care about

that?

fOIA(b)B - Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, Grand Jury
FOIA(b)®
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Q You explaln thls thing to me. Now,"Helen is i
away at the'movie_with Sya,* What does that mean? A Heleé
is away with her daughter, whose name ls Sydney,. f

| Q When you got this letter, where did you figureEE
she was away? A Birv ;

Q What movie was she at, what city? A I think ;
it was New fork. |

Q%8s P11 write, All is well and we are comfort-
ebly located — Maid end all," What did that mean to you?

A "We are all comfortable,"

Q "We are all comfortably located - Mald and
gll," What 4id that mean to you, when you opened the let-
ter? A I thought that Morty wasg dolng very well for
himeelf,

Q And he had a mald? A Yes,

Q You knew he didn't have a maid in all the
time he was married, didn't yout A Of course I knew,

S 4na you thought he could afford a maid?

A I have a maid twilce & week,

¥ I am talking about Morty, A All right, so
I figured that he wase doing very well,

€& I see, So he had a mald for this three- or
four-room house of his, and you thought that that is what
that letter meant, that he had a meld in New York?

A That's right. ;

Q "Mark i1s walking." What did that mean? §
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A They have a little baby boy, and he started to walk,

!

Q "Helen is well and so is Syd." What did that§

mean? A Helen i1s all right and Sydney 1s all right.

R ¥*If you haven't transferred the car title

then don't do so until I let you know further.! What did g
you think that meant? A Well, I was going to buy a car |
for my kid sister, from a guy who lives next door, and on f

one of our telephone conversations I informed them that I |

was seriously thinking of buylng an automobile for Edle,

and that is what I thought when the letter sald about the

car title,

Q "Hope you got things straightened out at

home - as well as could be," What did that meant A Hef

must have been referring to my business.

Q@ And the next line is: "Don't be too ccncerne@.

For we are not.," What 414 that mean? A I guess he was |

philosophizing.

Q Thet was all in the handwriting of whom -
the first part? A That is Morty's.

Q& And this printing I am going into next:

"Having & good rest, hope you are all well - Much love

to you all." What did you think that meant? A Having

a good rest,
Q "Hope you are all well - Much love to you
all," What was that, "having a good reet"? A With the

meld, naturally she would rest more,
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Q And you thought 1t meant in New York? A Yes,
Q "We're having lovely weather here and all of

ue are relaxing and teking it easy." What did that mean?

A I thought they went outside, into a llttle yard that
they had,

Q@ In New York? A Yes,

- Q@ "You know us, Mom, easy-golng lmpulsive birda,%

so don't worry sbout us. We'll make everything come out é
all right." What did that mean? A What did it meen?

Q Well, what did that convey to you, when you ;
read this letter? A That everything was all right, Tniss
stuff about "impulsive birds® reéds like poetry. %

Q What d4id that mean to you when you read it? |
A Just Helen's way of putting over a point.

Q What point? That 1s what we are getting at,

When you read that, what did it mean to you? A Just

what I saiq,

Q@ I will read it again: "You know us, Mom,
easy-going impulsive birds, so don't worry about us, We'll
meke everything come out all right." What did that meanv :
when you read 1t? A When I read it, 1t was Jjust the way g
Helen talks, ‘

Q@ About what? A That I didn't know, and I
still don't know, as far as that goes, ,

Q "Byd & Pipsy are doing very nicely - Pips eayé

‘aubt! meaning ‘out! and 'ot' meaning ‘hot.,'" What does
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that mean? A That 1s ki1d stuff - a mother showlng off her;
baby.

Q Now, what does this mean: "P.S. To Edie - :
You know all the things I want to tell you so act upon them;-

Special love, Your Helen,"? A That I can give you an

—_—,

angwer very readily., BEdlie wz4

snd that is what I thought 1% was all about, and that 1is
what I still think it is about
Q Now, when you got the letter and you knew that
Edle was up at Helen ‘s house in New York, and you read this
did you s8tlll think that Helen was home in New York? '
A Looking backwards, I don't think so.
Q ;fﬁon't think so, either, A No, :
Q//Then what did you do? A I figured that they
had takeq/; trip. :
ﬁ,] Q Where had they gone® A I had not the slight;
est ;ﬁéa.
' / Q Then you called New York right away, didn't
fyau, as soon as you got this letter? A We did call New
’/York.
@ And whom did you try to get in touch with?
A& I mean, after we spent so much time, and we didn't re-
ceive any word, and Helen ususlly celled up every Sunday,
or my mother called her up, we called up her place; and I
think my mother at one time called up where Morty worked,

Q What 414 your mother say to you when you got

FOIA(b)S - Rule 6 (e) Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, G
roTh (o) o , re, rand Jury
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the letter? A ‘I don't remember, sir.

Q Did you read the letter to her or did she read:
it herself? A She can read it, |
Q& Do you know anyone named Pasternack? A I
know a dentist in Washington,
n Q Do.you know anyone in New York by that name?
f, A VNo, sir,
Q Did you ever go to Camp Unity? A No, sir,
@ Did you ever write a letter to Camp Unity?
A VNo, sir,
i Q Did you talk to your sister when she got back
f to Washington, about Camp Unity? A MNo, sir,
§ Q Did you talk about this letter, Government's
% Exhibit 3 - - in other words, you showed her the letter
| when she got back, didn't you, because it is'addressed to

her? A 1 think so, I would have shown 1t to her, but I
don't-remember whether I gave it to the F, B. I. men before
; she came béck.

; @& You talked to her about it, didn't you?

A Yes, I asked her about 1it,.

USs™

Q What did she say about 1t? A She had nothing

to say about that,
Q No comment? A I mean -~ -
Q Answer the question, A No comment. .
Q Did you ask her where she thought they hadfj;f;jé

- gone? A Yes,
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Q Did she tell you? A She wouldn't tell me.

Q Why? A She just clammed up,

Q& Why? A I don't know, sir,

Q You mean.she wouldn't tell you where they had
gone, and she clammed up? A She never did tell me where
they went,

Q Did you ask her where they went? A Yes, I
did,

@ And what 314 she say? A That she would ra,the:t;'
not say, or something like that,

Q@ Did you think that was pecullar? A Whether
it was pecullisr or not - - |

& Well, d1d you think so? A Yes, at the time,

Q Did your mother ask her where they had gone?

A Yes,

Q@ Did she tell her? A No, ;

Q Why? A For the same reason she wouldn't tellé
me, |

Q Here is your mother, who worries about Helen,
and she 1s so Worrled that she calls New York when she gets |
this letter, and eventuslly Edith goes back to Arlington andg
your mother gsks her where your sistsr Helen has gone, and f
you say she clams up and wouldn't tell her, Is that a fact,;
did I recite that correctly? A That's right.

Q And that makes sense to you? A (No answer,)

A JUROR: I would like to ask him about the
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- name of the man next docr he was going to buy

the car from, and what kind of a car 1t was, and
the detalls of that transaction,

THE WITNESS8: A '38 Pontlac, four-door, two
bundred dollars, Do you want anything else, sir? f

A JUROR: T;e man's name and a&dreés.

THE WITNESS: Eggerton - Clinton O, Eggerton.g

A JUROR: And the address? ;

THE WITNESS: 21 - - 1%t must be 2133 or 2131 i
Lee Highway, | |

A JURCR: Wpom were you going to buy that
car for - Edith or Helen?

THE WITNESS: For Edith,

A JURCR: This letter ﬁas from Helen - why
would she be talking sbout the car?

THE WITNESS: I called up New York, at the
time they were all there, and I told her that I
might buy a car’ror Edle; I told Helen that, ;

A JURCR: What kind of trouble was Helen and |
her husband in, that your mother would be con-
cerned about? |

THE WITNESS: (No answer,)

A JUROR: What kind of trouble was your
sister Helen and her husband in, that your mother ;

would be concerned about? That is mentioned in

the letter, There must have been some kind df
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trouble, because she sald, "Don't worry about

anything, 1t is all working out," or something

like that,

THE WITNESS: I had no knowledge of any dif-

ficulty, ‘

Q@ This letter is addressed to "Dear Edle and
Davie and Rose," Who is'"Davie' - you? A Yes,

@ And who is "Rose"? A My mother,

Q@ 4And who is "Edie" - Edith®? A Yes. é

Q@ Did Edith tell you anything about the departure;
of your sister for Mexico? A Np, sir, ' |

Q Did you ask her gbout 1t? A I talked to her

as much as I could, : j

Q Have you talked with her since? A Of course

I have,

Q D1d she tell you the details of how they left

. for Mexico? A Helen has told me something,
§ Q What has Helen told. you? A The only thing
’ Helen told me was how they were picked up across the border é
from Laredo, |
| % That isn't what you said - you said Helen told
you scmething ¢f the detaile sbout how they left for Mexico.i-
A I take thet back, |
Q Tell the truth, A I don't know how they left.é
@& Did she tell you how they left? A No. 3
& Did she tell you why they left? A No,
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Q Did she tell you when they left? 4 No. B

Q Did she tell you where they stayed in Mexico?
A She hed & match-box with a hotel on it.
Q¢ What was the name of the hotel? A I don't
remember, | ;
Q Did she tell you who told them to go to Mexico?§
A Yo, |
She dldn't tell you that? A No. %
Did you ask her why she went to Mexico? A Wit%
everything breaking in the papers? E
Q Yes, 4 (No answer.,)
Q@ Did you asgk her or di&n't you ask her why they
went to Mexlco? A (No answer.)

Q@ Ig that so hard to remember? A I think I 4id,

{

1

% And what did she say? A She didn't say. é
Q@ She refused to say, %o even tell you? A Bhe |
didn’t refuse.
@ Well, she didn't say, so she must have refused.é
A Well, if my sisters want to talk to me, fine and good, |
and if they don't want to talk to me - -
Q Fine and good? A That's right,
| Q@ So that when you asked her why she went to
Mexico, she remained silent? A That's right, !
% Did you press 1t? A That's right, |
@ Bo that, as far as you know, you don't know wh&

they went to Mexico? A That's right, I don't know why,
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Q When did your mother call the Reeves Instrument
Company, the place where Morty worked? A I don't remember

that,

Q@ After you got this letter? A I think so. %

Q@ Whom did she tzlk with? A With some fellow |
there, and he was out to lunch, %

Q& Were you present when she talked? A Yes,

@ He was out to lunch? A He sald Morty was ;
out to lunch,

Q@ Someone at the Reeves Instrument Company said
Morty was out to lunch?. A That's right,

Q After you got this letter? A Yes, sir.

Q Do you know who the party was at the Reeves
Instrument Company, that szid that? A I don't know, !

Q@ Did your mother tell you? A She didn't ask %
his name. | ' |

¢ What time did she call the Reeves Instrument
Company? A I think it was lunch hour, i

Q At the store the call was made? A That's
right, j

& What is the name of the store? A Lee Highwayg
Market,

@ What 1s the address? A 2135 Lee Highway.

Q@ What is the telephone number? A Chestnut 1528,

Q@ And was 1t a person-to-person call you put

through? A My mother put through the call,
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Q To this Reeves Instrument Companyf A Yes,

sif.

Q Do you remember the number at the Reeves Ip-
strument Company? A No, egir. %

Q Are you in the habit of opening other people's%
mail? A People that are near and dear to me, .

7 Q@ Do you open your mother's mail? A BShe only
gets advertisements, ;

% Do you open your sister's mall? 4 Yes,

Q@ Do you have any brother? A Yes,

Q Do you open your brother's mail? A Here
is the only thing with my brother's mail - the telephone
is listed in my brother's name, s0 naturally mall comes to }
my brother, |

@ Are you a little curious - 1s that why you
open the mail? A The majority of the mail I get is so |
little that - - there 1s nothing of any great importance '
in the letters I receive, %

@ I am talking about the mail that your mother

recelves and your slster recelves and your brother recelives.,

Why do you open that? A Well, in the first place, my

mother does not recelve any,
Q@ The question 1g: Why do you open it? A Be-L
cause I am the only one there to open 1%,
A JURCR: D,n't you hold it for them, or

forward 1t to where they are?

H
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THE WITKESS: No, sir,

& And you have told the absolute truth here to-
day? A Yes, sir, |

@ KNowing that you are subject to thé penaltles
of perjury? A Yes, sir,

Q Would you perjure yourself for your sister?

A I don't think so; no, sir, A :

& You are not sure, though? A No, sir, I wouldé
not, ‘ |

& You realize that 1t is a very serious charge
against your sister, don't you - that is, against your ;
brother-in-law and not your slster, A Yeé; thank GodTor’%
that, | |

¢ Would you perjure yourself for your brother-
in-igw? A In a minute,

Q Don't you like him? A Well, outside of be-
ing Helen's husband, he means nothing to me. I met the guy%
three or four times., |

Q Do you like him or dislike him? A I neither
like him or dislike him., The only thing I went out of him
is to mgke my slester happy, and he really made a mess of
that, &dn't he%

@ T don't know; you tell us. A I don't know,
elther,

@ Do you approve of him? A VWho?

Q Your brother-in-law, * A Do I approve of him?
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@ Yes., A No, I don't approve of him,

Q Any reasons why? A Well, I have nothing
except what I have reed 1n'the papers about him,

¢ Do you know anything about any of his Com-
munist activities? A No, sir,

Q I assume you yourself are not a Communist?

- A Definitely not. |
i Q Well, is there any reason you can give for %
your reluctance to answer these questlons today? A The |
only reluctance is, I want to get 1t straight, snd I don'é
know a lot of these things, and I am trying doubly hard, |
and I am not used to speaking before - - | ;

Q@ For the record? A Of course not, Who 1s?§

Q Is there anything else you want %o tell this |
Jury? A No, sir, |
Q About Morton Sobell? A No,
@ About Edith Levitov? A No, sir,
Q@ About Helen Levitov - - any explanation of

these letters, or this letter? A I did the best I could,

€ And you still think that that looks like your!
sigter's handwriting on the bottom of that envelope, to ;
the best of your recollectlon? A Yes,
MR, LANE: Well, Mr, Foreman, the time is
passing, and I think perhaps we can excuse this §

man, unlese there 1s some question,

(WITNESS EXCUSED) i
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October 26, 1950 S
Surovell & %<

(Mr, Lane)

ABRAHAM SUROVELL, recalled, testlfied;
as Tollows: :
BY MR, LANE: |
Q@ You realize that you have been sworn? A Yes;
glir, !

€ You have talked with your lawyer, is that

- right? A Yes, sir,

Q Do you recall the question I asked you:
Do you know Willlam Danziger? A Yes, sir, |
Q Vhat 1s your answer? A I acked him a ques- .
tion you had asked me, wlth reference to whether I had j
communicated with him, and he advises me that all communi-i |
cations I have had with him are confidential, g‘
Q@ Well, you can advise him from me that he had
better look up his law, because the relationship bestween
client and lawyer is one which the lawyer can raise, and
not you, Is that what he told you? A Yes, sir,
MR, LANE: We will excuse this man for one

week, Mr, Foreman, and I will talk to his lawyer

s

downstairs and I will Jjust inqulire when he passed
~ the bar.
THE WITNESS: I asked him about that, too,
with reference to the question you asked me - -
& When he passed the bar? A He was a member
of the bar for elghteen years, and was Assgistant Chief

Counsel for the C, P, A, Enforcement Division in New York,
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MR, LANE: May he be excused Jjust for the
day? He is to return next Wednesday,.

THE FOREMAN: Would you just step out for
2 second and walt, and we will tell you when to

appear again,

- (WITNESS EXCUSED)
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