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Please attribute the following infarmation to “an NSA spokesperson,”

The Natlonal Security Agency (“NSA™) s seeking authority for the Director of NSA, In coerdination with
the Director of Centrat Intelligence, 1o exempt files that document the means by which forelgn fntatligenca ar
counterintalligence Is collected through technical systems,

This exemption {s modeled after CLA's exernpiion in the CIA Infarmation Act of 1954 (B.L. 98-4717, Oet,
L3, 1984) and is virually identical to the exemptions Congress grantad te the National Imagery and Mappling
Agenicy in 1999 (P.1. 106+120, Dec. 3, 1999) end to the Nationa! Reconnnissance Office last year (P.L. 107-30¢
Nov. 27,2002). In fact, NSA s secking po new outhority beyond what has already been granted ta thegs other
{ntelligence ngencies. ,

The exemption will not affeet how much information FOIA requestery get or how much nformatlon will

be reviewed and released under the histodien] review pragram. Nor would the exemption include intelligence
infarmatlon NSA disseminnles td fts customers in the form of foreign signuls Intelligence reports.

The exemptlon is intended to be Simited to technicn] materdal that ducuments the conduct of signais
intelligence, or “SIGINT," actlvitles. This is [afarmution that goes to the “nuta and boli™ of the seurces and
methods used In conducting SIGINT sctlvittes. Jt would inelude Information about how NS A does its SICINT
business ot the operationat level, L.¢., thé means by which SIGINT Is collected. It [s this typo af technica!
operational Information to which the creniption is imended (0 npply.

NSA remalns eommitted to declassilying and releasing as much nintecial as possible in responie to FOIA
requests and as part of lts mandutory nnd systematic declassification review progyima.




