L US v. JOnm uvoe

"Grand Jury sitting in the Southern District of New YOrk?

i A Well, yes.

July 18, 1950
Pres. by Mr. Donegan
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"MIRIAM MOSKOWITZ, called as = witness, having

first been sworn, testified as follows:
BY MR. DONEGAN:

Q@ Is it Miss Moskowitz? A Yes.

Q Will you furnish youﬁ residence address and your :
buéiness address? A I live at 151 Eighth Avenue, Manhattani
and my business address is 2928 4lst Avenue, Long Island Citj

@ Miss Moskowltz, you unaerstand that this is =a Federai

Q A,d you are here in response to a subpoena; is that
correct? A That's correct.

Q Have you éonsulted an attorney with reference to
your suppoeha? A Yes, 1 have.

@ Will you give his name and address? A Mr: William
Nessing, 350 Fifth Avenue.

Q Miss Moskowitz, will you give the Grand Jury a brief
resume of your background; where you were born, where you
sttended school and what your activities have been?

A I was born in Bayomne, New Jersey, went to school there,

went to college in New York, City College, ﬁptown, ma jored

in Education and got my teaching degree in 1942, and I 301neq
A Brothman Associates 1in 1944, in October, as a secretary.¥
ind it was a small, very closely-knit organization and I %
participatadin the business affairs and became a partner of

the organizstion in 1946 after we had moved from Manhattan

O
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- to Queens.

; privilege in the Graend Jury room. You have consulted your

; privilege of refusing to enswer questions which might reason-

'privilege. A Yes.

minate or degrede you, you can refuse to answer.

;might tend to Incriminate me.

5 A He worked for us.

Q@ Did you invest any money in the ccmpany? A Yes, I dic

Q Have you ever been employed by the Government at any

i time? A I will decline to answer that, clasiming Constitu-;

- tional privilege.

Q@ I mlght state that the form of cleiming privilege
is in the words that you refuse to answer questions on the
grounds 1t might incriminate or degrade you. A Well --

Q@ I might state this to you also that you have the
attorney, and I assume he has advised you that it's your
G I would like to also advise you that you have the

ably incriminate or degrade you. You haven't got the privi-

lege of being contemptuous. But if a gquestion would incri-
A Well, T will refuse to answer, on the grounds that it

Q Were you ever employed by the Immigration and Natural%-
zationkService? A I decline to answer, on the grounds that 5
it might tend to incriminate me. |

@ Do you know Harry Gold? A Yes, I do.

Q Was he an employee of A. Brothman Associates?

Q@ Was he employed there while you were working there?
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 decline to answer, on the grounds that that might tend to

incriminate me.

Q@ Do you know an individual named Needlemsn? & 1 wilL'

JUROR: May I ask a‘questibn. Miss Moskowitsz,
do you.refuse to answer the question that youyworked
or did not work for the United States Government, on
the grounds it would tend to incriminate or degrade you?

THE FOREMAN : Merelyras to whether or not you
worked for the United States Government.

’THE WITNESS: I bég your pardon?

‘,'JUROR: 1'11 repeat the question. Do you refuse
to answer the question whether you worked rof the
United States Government, on the grounds thet it
tends to incriminate or degrade you?

THE WITNESS: That it might tend to incriminate me:

" JUROR: Working for the United States Government
might degrade or incriminate you?

THE WITNZSS: Might tend to incriminate me.

JUROR: Or degrade you?

That is the form; isn't that correct?
MR. DONEGAN: Yes. E
JUROR: Can she answer on the ground that it mighti

tend to incriminate? Or is 1t necessary to add "or

degrade me," to have the answer legal?

MR, DONEGAN: Well, I think under the law if it %
: i
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tends tc incriminate, the privilege would apply.
Q (Mr. Donegan, resuming)} Dia you ever fill out en

application form for employment with the Unlted States

" Government? A I decline to answer, on the grounds that

' Branch of the Communist Party? A I decline to answer, on

| A Had I ever had --

- ever inform you or state to you that he had furnished infor- ;
; mation to representatlves of the Kussian government?

é A T decline to answer, on the grounds that that might tend

. to incriminate me.

that might tend to incriminate me.

G Are you or have you ever peen a member of the
Communist Party? A I decline tc answer, on the grounds
that that might tend to incriminate me.

Q Are you or have you ever been a member of the Chelsea

the grounds that that might tend to incriminate me. i

Q@ Have you ever had a conversation with Abraham Brothmén
concerning his appearance before a Federal Grand Jury in
July of 19472 A Would you please repeat the beginning of
that?

Q@ (The last gquestion was read by the reporter.)

Q@ At any time -- to clan#ify it, I mean at any time
have you sesver had a conversation with him? A I'm afraid
I will decline to answer, on the grounds that that might
tend to incriminate me. |

@ Dic Harry Gold -- I withdraw that. Did Abrahem Brothma
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| Cr Haveryou.persénallj gver fﬁ%ﬁishsd ényiinfﬁfmaiioﬁn
to any individuals known to you to be representatives of thei
Kusslan government? A I decline tc answer, on the grounds
that that might tend to incriminate me.

G Have you ever had any conversation with Harry Gold j

. concerning testimony which he would give or had given in hisf
appearance before a Federal Grand Jury in July of 19477

| A4 I'm afraid I don't quite understand, Mr. Donegan.

Q (The last question was repeated by the reporter.)
A 1 decline to answer, on the grounds that that might tend
to incriminate me.
| G I don't want you to attempt ﬁo give any type of an
answer to any guestion unless you fully understand the ques-

tion. Do you understand thet? A Yes.

@ If you don't understand it, you can just 'say you
don't understand it. Because I might tell you that, with
raference to thé privilege of a witness refusing to answer
questions on the grounds of self-incriminatioﬁ and degrada-
tion in the Grand Jury room, that privilege can't be abused
and that answer can't be gilven 1in a stersotyped way. You
understand that. You must understand the gquestion and you

must seriously consider it and give an answer in good faith;f

otherwise, the Grand Jury can resort to bringing a witness

before a Judge in open court and asking the court to compeli
_the witness to answer the guestion if they do not beliesve

it would incriminste or degrade him. Miss Moskowitz, how
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~ long have you known Abrsaham Brothman? Or you can answer

that in another way: Will you glve the approximate datse youj
met him? A Well, I met him.when T came to work for him;
for A. Brothman & Associates.

& Well, I don't recall if yom gave that. Will you
givé 1t? A I gave it as October, 1944, or the fall of 19444

| @ Prior to that time did you not know him? A YXo. |

G You never heard of him? 4 No, not to my knoﬁledge.é

Q Well, that puzzles me, when you say not to your |
knowledge. You elther know or you don't know. A Weli, I
never met him, ivdon't recall meeting him, I never knew any-
body'who knew him,
BY THE JURY:

G How did you get the job? A I had been looking for
a job, and various friends of mine knew about it and whenever
they heard something they wculd tell me. And I walked up
there and, as a matter of fact, Mr. Brothman was not there,
he didn't even interview me and didn't know I was hired
until I appearsd. A

G How long did you work before you were made a partner?
A Well, I came there in October, '44, and two years later ?
T was made a partner.

QG You were made a full partner two years later?
A Well, T don't understand what you mean by "full partner.”;

Q What is it, a corporation? A Noj; it's a partnershiﬁ.

Q How many partners? A Now?
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' Mr. Vago, Oscar; Mr. #mil Berish, and Mr. Gerhardt Wollan.

Wé Yesgr A Just Mr. Brothman and myse;f.
@ Are you a 50 per cent partner? A Oh, MO.
Q What's your share? A& My holding -- I really den't
recall. It's on the books. I think it's 15 or 20 per cent,ﬁ
something like that.

q How much money did you put in? A Well, at one timeé

i i put in $500, then I went without salary for several monthsi

and we considered that, and various other times I put in
smounts 1in small sums; they were not thousands of dollars.

Q How much business does the firm do a year? A 1

Q Approximately. A Well, I think in 1946 we did about
$50,000, I think, but it has sloughed off terribly.
Q How many partners have been with the firm since you

haeve been connected with 1t? A When I came, there were five

Those weras the five.

Q A.d woo came in after you, after that time?

A As a partner?

should know it because 1 keep the books. I'm trying to think

1

Q No others? A No. ;

Q Have you an 1dea of how mach business they did then

§ when they had the five partners? A I hesltate to say, off-

/ hand, because I could be so wild. I could bring the books,

and I would be very happy to.

o Yes. A T did. ' o

o i

Q Who were they? A They were Mr. Brothmanj Mr. Korcheingé
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MR. DONEGAN: The Grand Jury has other witnesses
walting outside that I don't think will be excused, so
1 think we'll have to continue tomorrow.
Q@ I would like to ask just one question. Miss Moskowigz,
you said that you majored in Education. Didn't you ever '
teach? A No, matam, I did not.

THE FOREMAN: Well, I think we'll have to ask

Miss Moskowitz to come back tomorrow.
WR. DONEGAN: So, at 10:30 tomorrow, Miss Moskowltz;

the Grand Jury instructs you to return at 10:30 tomorrow,

under your subpoensa. Do you understand that?

A | | THE WITNESS: Yes.

[WI TNESS EXCUSED]




