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forage and the magnitude of the change
in public land acreage available, or as
agreed to among the authorized users
and the authorized officer.
* * * * *

Subpart 4120—Grazing Management

30. Section 4120.2 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 4120.2 Allotment management plans and
resource activity plans.

Allotment management plans or other
activity plans intended to serve as the
functional equivalent of allotment
management plans may be developed by
permittees or lessees, other Federal or
State resource management agencies,
interested citizens, and the Bureau of
Land Management. When such plans
affecting the administration of grazing
allotments are developed, the following
provisions apply:

(a) An allotment management plan or
other activity plans intended to serve as
the functional equivalent of allotment
management plans shall be prepared in
careful and considered consultation,
cooperation, and coordination with
affected permittees or lessees,
landowners involved, the resource
advisory council, any State having lands
or responsible for managing resources
within the area to be covered by such
a plan, and the interested public. The
plan shall become effective upon
approval by the authorized officer. The
plans shall—

(1) Include terms and conditions
under §§ 4130.3, 4130.3–1, 4130.3–2
4130.3–3, and subpart 4180 of this part;

(2) Prescribe the livestock grazing
practices necessary to meet specific
resource objectives;

(3) Specify the limits of flexibility, to
be determined and granted on the basis
of the operator’s demonstrated
stewardship, within which the
permittee(s) or lessee(s) may adjust
operations without prior approval of the
authorized officer; and

(4) Provide for monitoring to evaluate
the effectiveness of management actions
in achieving the specific resource
objectives of the plan.

(b) Private and State lands may be
included in allotment management
plans or other activity plans intended to
serve as the functional equivalent of
allotment management plans dealing
with rangeland management with the
consent or at the request of the parties
who own or control those lands.

(c) The authorized officer shall
provide opportunity for public
participation in the planning and
environmental analysis of proposed
plans affecting the administration of

grazing and shall give public notice
concerning the availability of
environmental documents prepared as a
part of the development of such plans,
prior to implementing the plans. The
decision document following the
environmental analysis shall be
considered the proposed decision for
the purposes of subpart 4160 of this
part.

(d) A requirement to conform with
completed allotment management plans
or other applicable activity plans
intended to serve as the functional
equivalent of allotment management
plans shall be incorporated into the
terms and conditions of the grazing
permit or lease for the allotment.

(e) Allotment management plans or
other applicable activity plans intended
to serve as the functional equivalent of
allotment management plans may be
revised or terminated by the authorized
officer after consultation, cooperation,
and coordination with the affected
permittees or lessees, landowners
involved, the multiple resource advisory
council, any State having lands or
responsible for managing resources
within the area to be covered by the
plan, and the interested public.

31. Section 4120.3–1 is amended by
adding the words ‘‘range improvement’’
immediately before the word
‘‘agreement’’ in paragraphs (b) and (e),
and by adding a new paragraph (f) to
read as follows:

§ 4120.3–1 Conditions for range
improvements.

* * * * *
(f) Proposed range improvement

projects shall be reviewed in accordance
with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4371 et seq.). The decision
document following the environmental
analysis shall be considered the
proposed decision under subpart 4160
of this part.

32. Section 4120.3–2 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 4120.3–2 Cooperative range
improvement agreements.

(a) BLM may enter into a cooperative
range improvement agreement with a
person, organization, or other
government entity for the installation,
use, maintenance, and/or modification
of permanent range improvements or
rangeland developments to achieve
management or resource condition
objectives. The cooperative range
improvement agreement shall specify
how the costs or labor, or both, shall be
divided between the United States and
cooperator(s).

(b) Subject to valid existing rights,
title to permanent range improvements
such as fences, wells, and pipelines
where authorization is granted after
August 21, 1995 shall be in the name of
the United States. The authorization for
all new permanent water developments
such as spring developments, wells,
reservoirs, stock tanks, and pipelines
shall be through cooperative range
improvement agreements. A permittee’s
or lessee’s interest in contributed funds,
labor, and materials will be documented
by BLM to ensure proper credit for the
purposes of §§ 4120.3–5 and 4120.3–
6(c).

(c) The United States shall have title
to nonstructural range improvements
such as seeding, spraying, and chaining.

(d) Range improvement work
performed by a cooperator or permittee
on the public lands or lands
administered by BLM does not confer
the exclusive right to use the
improvement or the land affected by the
range improvement work.

33. Section 4120.3–3 is amended by
revising the first sentence of paragraph
(a), and paragraphs (b) and (c) to read as
follows:

§ 4120.3–3 Range improvement permits.
(a) Any permittee or lessee may apply

for a range improvement permit to
install, use, maintain, and/or modify
removable range improvements that are
needed to achieve management
objectives for the allotment in which the
permit or lease is held. * * *

(b) The permittee or lessee may hold
the title to authorized removable range
improvements used as livestock
handling facilities such as corrals, creep
feeders, and loading chutes, and to
temporary structural improvements
such as troughs for hauled water.

(c) Where a permittee or lessee cannot
make use of the forage available for
livestock and an application for
temporary nonuse or conservation use
has been denied or the opportunity to
make use of the available forage is
requested by the authorized officer, the
permittee or lessee shall cooperate with
the temporary authorized use of forage
by another operator, when it is
authorized by the authorized officer
following consultation with the
preference permittee(s) or lessee(s).

(1) A permittee or lessee shall be
reasonably compensated for the use and
maintenance of improvements and
facilities by the operator who has an
authorization for temporary grazing use.

(2) The authorized officer may
mediate disputes about reasonable
compensation and, following
consultation with the interested parties,
make a determination concerning the


