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damaged low-income muiti-family properties in the study area including their status as either a
project-based or block-group classified low-income property. Properties identified as low-income
in both the project-based and block-group matches will be assigned to the project-based category.

B.1.2 Selecting a Stratified Random Sample of Damaged Properties

In order to conduct a telephone survey of owners of damaged low-income properties, a
stratified random sample will be drawn from the low-income damage database. The key tasks

" and issues related to the sampling procedure are described below.

A stratified random sample of damaged properties will be drawn from the damaged low-
income rental housing database. Our target sample is 250 properties, but to account for non-
responses due to difficulties in locating property-owners and refusals to participate in the
telephone survey we will draw an initial sample of 400 properties. We will stratify the sample to
ensure that an acceptable level of precision is obtained for important sub-sets of the population
of damaged properties. We propose to stratify the initial sample of 400 damaged low-income
rental properties in two dimensions and then draw the target 250 property sample from the two

- strata. The strata include:

. Extent of Earthquake Damage--Red or Yellow Tagged Properties. Damage data obtained
from the City of Los Angeles suggest that red tagged properties comprise approximately
20% of all yellow and red tagged buildings. Increasing the precision of the population
parameters for red tagged properties is especially important since they sustained the
heaviest damage and are probably the best candidates for permanent removal from the
low-income housing stock. Since a simple random sample of 250 properties would yield,
on average, about 50 red tagged properties, stratification is necessary to increase the
sample of red tagged properties. Our target sample for red-tagged properties is between
100-125.

L Low-Income Housing Category--Project- or Location-Identified Properties. It is likely that
the sample of 250 buildings will have to be stratified to ensure an adequate number of
properties with project-based subsidies or HUD insurance--i.e. those identified using a
project-based method. According to the 1990 Census, only about 17 percent of Los
Angeles County very-low-income households reside in subsidized housing--a simple-
random sample might therefore under-represent this portion of the market. The
distribution of the target sample between project- and location-identified properties is
necessarily conditional on the extent and distribution of damage to properties in each
category. If only a small proportion of the damaged low-income stock consists of
properties with project-based subsidies or HUD insurance, sample stratification would be
adjusted accordingly.

B.1.3 Selecting a Case Study Sample
The case study sample will be selected from the low-income damage database using an

opportunistic, non-random method to illuminate an number of specific issues. Based on previous
experience with apartment owner case studies in Los Angeles, we expect that a large pool of



