
8622 Federal Register / Vol. 60, No. 31 / Wednesday, February 15, 1995 / Proposed Rules

(i) Until the fishing year quota
specified in § 646.24(c) is reached, 5,000
lb (2,268 kg).

(ii) After the fishing year quota
specified in § 646.24(c) is reached, 300
lb (136 kg).

(b) Reduction of trip limits. When a
commercial quota specified in
§ 646.24(b) or (c) is reached, or is
projected to be reached, the Assistant
Administrator will file a notification to
that effect with the Office of the Federal
Register. On and after the effective date
of such notification, for the remainder of
the fishing year, the appropriate trip
limit applies.

(c) Combination of trip limits. A
person who fishes in the EEZ may not
combine a trip limit under this section
with any trip or possession limit
applicable to state waters.

(d) Transfer at sea. A snowy grouper
or golden tilefish taken in the EEZ may
not be transferred at sea, regardless of
where such transfer takes place; a
snowy grouper or golden tilefish may
not be transferred at sea in the EEZ,
regardless of where such snowy grouper
or golden tilefish was taken.

(e) Sale/purchase of excess fish.
Snowy grouper or golden tilefish in
excess of an applicable trip limit
specified in paragraph (a) of this section
may not be sold, purchased, traded, or
bartered, or attempted to be sold,
purchased, traded, or bartered.
[FR Doc. 95–3695 Filed 2–14–95; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: NMFS issues this proposed
rule to implement measures contained
in Framework Adjustment 4 to the
Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery
Management Plan (FMP). The intent of
this proposed framework is to reduce
the maximum crew-size limit on
Atlantic sea scallop vessels from nine to
seven through February 29, 1996, to
preserve small scallops.
DATES: Comments on the proposed rule
must be received on or before February
27, 1995.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the proposed
rule, Framework Adjustment 4, or
supporting documents should be sent to
Jon Rittgers, Acting Regional Director,
National Marine Fisheries Service,
Northeast Regional Office, 1 Blackburn
Street, Gloucester, MA 01930. Mark the
outside of the envelope ‘‘Comments on
Sea Scallop Framework 4.’’

Copies of Amendment 4, its
regulatory impact review and the initial
regulatory flexibility analysis, the final
supplemental environmental impact
statement, and the supporting
documents for Framework Adjustment 4
are available from Douglas Marshall,
Executive Director, New England
Fishery Management Council, Suntaug
Office Park, 5 Broadway, Saugus, MA
01906–1097.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
H. Jones, NMFS, Fishery Policy Analyst,
508–281–9273.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The final rule for Amendment 4 to the
FMP was published on January 19, 1994
(59 FR 2757), with implementation for
most measures on March 1, 1994. The
amendment retained the FMP’s
objectives to: (1) Restore adult stock
abundance and age distribution; (2)
increase yield per recruit for each stock;
(3) evaluate plan research, development
and enforcement costs; and (4)
minimize adverse environmental
impacts on sea scallops.

Amendment 4 changed the primary
management strategy from a meat count
(size) control to effort control. The
amendment controls total fishing effort
through limited access permits and a
schedule of reductions in allowable
days-at-sea (DAS). Supplemental
measures include limits on increases in
vessel fishing power to control the
amount of fishing pressure and to help
control the size of scallops landed, gear
restrictions, and limits on the number of
crew members. Additionally, the
amendment includes a framework
procedure for adjusting the management
measures in the FMP. Initially, the
maximum crew size was set at nine.

In response to very high levels of
recruitment documented in the Mid-
Atlantic resource area (Regional
Director’s Status Report, January 1994)
the New England Fishery Management
Council (Council) recommended
lowering the maximum crew-size limit
from nine to seven until December 31,
1994. NMFS concurred and through
Framework Adjustment 1, which was
published on July 19, 1994 (59 FR
36720), with an effective date of August
17, 1994, lowered the maximum crew

size from nine to seven until December
31, 1994.

Because the conditions that justified
lowering the maximum crew-size limit
to seven still exist, the Council
recommended extending the maximum
crew-size limit of seven through the end
of the 1995–96 scallop fishing year.

This framework action proposes to
lower the maximum crew size from nine
to seven through February 29, 1996, the
end of the 1995–96 scallop fishing year.

The expected impact of the proposed
seven-member crew limit was analyzed
in Amendment 4. There are two
possible ways for vessel operators to
respond to reduced crew limits. They
can try to fish for larger scallops, and if
catches are sufficient, land as much
weight of scallop meat as with a crew
of nine; or they can continue catching
and processing fewer small scallops; or
a combination of both. Either response
effectively reduces the number of
scallops harvested by a vessel per DAS.
For example, in the analysis done for
this framework adjustment, it is
estimated that a crew of seven can
shuck and process 900 lb (408.2 kg)
(meat weight) of scallops per DAS, at an
average of 45 meats per lb (0.453 kg). A
crew of nine, however, would be
capable of shucking 1,500 lb (680.4 kg).
Under ideal conditions, this impact
would translate into a 40 percent
reduction in fishing mortality of small
scallops.

The small scallops are less valuable
than large one, and the seven-man crew
limit will encourage boats to target the
larger scallops. The result will mean no
reduction in revenue.

By delaying harvest of these small
scallops and because of their rapid
growth rate, they will be available for
harvest in a larger, more valuable size
within a short time.

The adjustments being made through
the framework process

(§ 650.40) are within the scope of
analyses contained in Amendment 4
and the final supplemental
environmental impact statement.
Supplemental rationale and analyses of
expected biological effects, economic
impacts, impacts on employment, and
safety concerns are contained within the
supporting documents for Framework
Adjustments 1 and 4 (see ADDRESSES).

NMFS is proposing to adjust the
scallop regulations following the
procedure for framework adjustments
established by Amendment 4 and
codified in 50 CFR part 650, subpart C.
The Council followed this procedure
when making adjustments to the FMP,
by developing and analyzing the actions
over the span of a minimum of two
Council meetings, on October 26 and


