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a project narrative that includes a
quality assurance narrative. All
certification forms (e.g., lobbying
certification) must be signed and
included with the application.

The closing date for application
submission is April 17, 1995 at 4:00
p.m. est.

To be considered, the original and
eight copies of the fully developed
research grant application, prepared in
accordance with instructions in the
Application for Federal Assistance
Forms, must be received by the EPA
Office of Exploratory Research no later
than the above closing date. Informal,
incomplete, or unsigned proposals will
not be considered. Completed
applications should be sent via regular
or express mail to: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Office of Research
and Development, Office of Exploratory
Research (8703), 401 M Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20460.

Applications sent via express mail
should have the following telephone
number listed on the express mail label:
(202) 260–7445.

Special Instructions

The following special instructions
apply to all applicants responding to
this Request for Application.

• Applications must be unbound and
clipped or stapled. The SF–424 must be
the first page of the application. Budget
information should immediately follow
the SF–424. All certification forms
should be placed at the end of the
application.

• Applicants must be identified by
printing ‘‘OER–95’’ in block 10 of the
SF–424. This will facilitate proper
assignment and review of the
application.

• A one-page abstract must be
included with the application.

• The ‘‘project narrative’’ section of
the application must not exceed 25,
consecutively-numbered, 81⁄2 × 11 inch
pages of standard type (i.e., 12 point),
including tables, graphs, and figures.
For purposes of this limitation, the
‘‘project narrative’’ section of the
application consists of the following six
items:
1. Description of Project
2. Objectives
3. Results or Benefits Expected
4. Approach
5. General Project Information
6. Quality Assurance

Any attachments, appendices, and
other references for the narrative section
may be included but must remain
within the 25-page limitation.
Appendices will not be considered an
integral part of the narrative.

Items not included under the 25-page
limitation are the SF–424 and other
forms, budgets, resumes, and the
abstract. Resumes must not exceed two
consecutively-numbered pages for each
investigator and should focus on
education, positions held, and most
recent or related publications.

Applications not meeting these
requirements will be returned to the
applicant without review.

Quality Assurance
Data sets resulting from EPA-funded

environmental research often are used
directly by regulatory officials when
establishing standards or when making
other policy decisions. Explicit
indicators of data quality are essential
for determining whether a particular
data set is appropriate for use in a
specific context. To that end, EPA
regulations require that grant-funded
projects address quality assurance.

The application must include a
quality assurance narrative statement,
not to exceed two pages, which for each
item listed below, either presents the
required information or provides
justification as to why the item does not
apply to the proposed research.

• The intended use of the data and
the associated acceptance criteria for
data quality (i.e., precision, accuracy,
representativeness, completeness, and
comparability).

• Project requirements for precision,
accuracy, representativeness,
completeness, and comparability, and
how these will be determined.

• Procedures for selection of samples
or sampling sites, and collection or
preparation of samples.

• Procedures for sample handling,
identification, preservation,
transportation, and storage.

• Description of measurement
methods or test procedures, with a
statement of performance characteristics
if methods are non-standard.

• Standard quality assurance/quality
control procedures (e.g., American
Society for Testing Materials, American
Public Health Association, etc.) to be
followed. Non-standard procedures
must be documented.

• Data reduction and reporting
procedures, including description of
statistical analyses to be used.

Guidelines and Limitations

All recipients are required to provide
a minimum of 1% of the total project
cost, which may not be taken from
Federal sources. Subcontracts for
research to be conducted under the
grant should not exceed 40% of the total
direct cost of the grant for each year in
which the subcontract is awarded.

Eligibility
Academic and not-for-profit

institutions located in the U.S., and
state or local governments are eligible
under all existing authorizations. Profit-
making firms are eligible only under
certain laws, and then under restrictive
conditions, including the absence of any
profit from the project. Federal agencies
and federal employees are not eligible to
participate in this program. Potential
applicants who are uncertain of their
eligibility should contact EPA’s Grants
Operations Branch at (202) 260–9266.

Review and Selection
All grant applications are initially

reviewed by EPA to determine their
legal and administrative acceptability
and responsiveness to this solicitation.
Acceptable applications are then
reviewed by an appropriate technical
peer review group. This review is
designed to evaluate and rank each
proposal according to its scientific
merit. Each review group is composed
primarily of non-EPA scientists,
engineers, social scientists, and/or
economists who are experts in their
respective disciplines. All reviewers are
proficient in the technical areas that
they are reviewing. The reviewers use
the following criteria in their reviews:

• Quality of the research plan
(including theoretical and/or
experimental design, originality, and
creativity);

• Qualifications of the principal
investigator and staff, including
knowledge of relevant subject areas;

• Potential contribution of the
research to advancing scientific
knowledge in the environmental area;

• Availability and adequacy of
facilities and equipment; and

• Budget justification—justification
for equipment will receive special
attention.

A summary statement of the scientific
review of the panel is provided to each
applicant.

Funding decisions are the sole
responsibility of EPA. Grants are
selected on the basis of technical merit,
relevancy to the research priorities
outlined, program balance, and budget.

Proprietary Information
By submitting an application in

response to this solicitation, the
applicant grants EPA permission to
share the application with technical
reviewers both within and outside of the
Agency.

Applications containing proprietary
or other types of confidential
information will be immediately
returned to the applicant without
review.


