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the nominated area have participated in
the development of the plan, and their
record of success measured by their
achievements and support for
undertakings within the nominated
area:

(2) Private and non-profit
organizations as partners. The extent to
which partnership arrangements
include commitments from private and
non-profit organizations, including
corporations, utilities, banks and other
financial institutions, and educational
institutions supporting implementation
of the strategic plan;

(3) State and local government
partners. The extent to which State(s)
and local governments are committed to
providing support to the strategic plan,
including their commitment to
‘‘reinventing’’ their roles and
coordinating programs to implement the
strategic plan; and

(4) Permanent implementation and
evaluation structure. The extent to
which a responsible and accountable
implementation structure or process has
been created to ensure that the plan is
successfully carried out and that
improvements are made throughout the
period of the zone or community’s
designation.

(d) Strategic vision for change.— (1)
Goals and coordinated strategy. The
extent to which the strategic plan
reflects a projection for the community’s
revitalization which links economic,
human, physical, community
development and other activities in a
mutually reinforcing, synergistic way to
achieve ultimate goals;

(2) Creativity and innovation. The
extent to which the activities proposed
in the plan are creative, innovative and
promising and will promote the civic
spirit necessary to revitalize the
nominated area;

(3) Building on assets. The extent to
which the vision for revitalization
realistically addresses the needs of the
nominated area in a way that takes
advantage of its assets; and

(4) Benchmarks and learning. The
extent to which the plan includes
performance benchmarks for measuring
progress in its implementation,
including an on-going process for
adjustments, corrections and building
on what works.

§ 25.202 Submission of nominations for
designation.

(a) General. A separate nomination for
designation as an Empowerment Zone
and/or Enterprise Community must be
submitted for each rural area for which
such designation is requested. The
nomination shall be submitted in a form
to be prescribed by USDA in the Notice

Inviting Applications published in the
Fedeal Register, and must contain
complete and accurate information.

(b) Certifications. Certifications must
be submitted by the State(s) and local
government(s) requesting designation
stating that:

(1) The nominated area satisfies the
boundary tests of § 25.100(d) of this
part;

(2) The nominated area is one of
pervasive poverty, unemployment, and
general distress, as described by
§ 25.102 of this part;

(3) The nominated area satisfies the
poverty rate criteria set forth in § 25.103
of this part;

(4) The nominated rural area contains
no portion of an area that is either
already designated as an Empowerment
Zone and/or Enterprise Community or is
otherwise included in any other area
nominated for designation as a
Empowerment Zone and/or Enterprise
Community;

(5) Each nominating governmental
entity has the authority to:

(i) Nominate the rural area for
designation as an Empowerment Zone
and/or Enterprise Community;

(ii) Make the State and local
commitments required by § 25.200(d) of
this part; and

(iii) Provide written assurances
satisfactory to the Secretary that these
commitments will be met;

(6) Provide assurances the amounts
provided to the State for the area under
section 2007 of Title XX of the Social
Security Act will not be used to
supplant Federal or non-Federal funds
for sevices and activities which promote
the purposes of section 2007;

(7) Provide that the nominating
governments or corporations agree to
make available all information
requested by USDA to aid in the
evaluation of progress in implementing
the strategic plan and reporting on the
use of EZ/EC SSBG funds; and

(8) Provide assurances that the
nominating State(s) agrees to distribute
the EZ/EC SSBG funds in accordance
with the strategic plan submitted for the
designated zone or community.

(c) Maps and area description. Maps
and a general description of the
nominated area shall accompany the
nomination request.

Subpart D—Designation Process

§ 25.300 USDA action and review of
nominations for designation.

(a) Establishment of submission
procedures. USDA will establish a time
period and procedure for the
submission of application as
Empowerment Zones or Enterprise

Communities, including submission
deadlines and addresses, in a Notice
Inviting Applications, to be published
in the Federal Register.

(b) Acceptance for processing. USDA
will accept for processing those
applications as Empowerment Zones or
Enterprise Communities which USDA
determines have met the criteria
required under this part. USDA will
notify the State(s) and local
government(s) whether or not the
nomination has been accepted for
processing. The criteria for acceptance
for processing is that the application as
an Empowerment Zone or Enterprise
Community must be received by USDA
on or before the close of business on the
date established by the Notice Inviting
Applications published in the Federal
Register. The applications must be
complete and must be accompanied by
a strategic plan, as required by
§ 25.200(c) of this part and the
certifications required by § 25.202(b) of
this part.

(c) Evaluation of applications. In the
process of reviewing each application
accepted for processing, USDA may
undertake a site visit(s) to any
nominated area to aid in the process of
evaluation.

(d) Modification of the strategic plan,
boundaries of nominated rural areas,
and/or period during which designation
is in effect. Subject to the limitations
imposed by § 25.100 of this part, USDA
may request additional information
pertaining to the plan and proposed area
and may, as a part of that request,
suggest modifications to the plan that
would enhance its effectiveness.

(e) Publication of designations. Final
determination of the boundaries of areas
and the term for which the designations
will remain in effect will be made by the
Secretary. Announcements of those
nominated areas designated as
Empowerment Zones of Enterprise
Communities will be made by
publication of a Notice in the Federal
Register.

§ 25.301 Selection factors for designation
of nominated rural areas.

In choosing among nominated rural
areas eligible for designation, the
Secretary shall consider:

(a) The effectiveness of the Strategic
plan, in accordance with the key
principles set out in § 25.201 of this
part.

(b) The effectiveness of the assurances
made pursuant to § 25.200(a)(2) of this
part that the strategic plan will be
implemented.

(c) The extent to which an application
proposes activities that are creative and
innovative.


