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1 The Rule was amended on May 20, 1983, 48 FR
22733 (1983).

2 The commenters included cleaners; consumers;
public interest-related groups; fiber, textile, or
apparel manufacturers or sellers (or conglomerates);
federal government entities; fiber, textile, or apparel
manufacturers or retailers trade associations; two
label manufacturers; one cleaning products
manufacturer; one association representing the
leather apparel industry; one Committee formed by
industry members from the countries signatory to
NAFTA; one appliance technician; one appliance
manufacturers trade association; two standards-
setting organizations; and two representatives from
foreign nations. The comments are on the public
record and are available for public inspection in
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. 552, and the Commission’s Rules of Practice,
16 CFR 4.11, during normal business days from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Public Reference Room, Room
130, Federal Trade Commission, 6th and
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. The
comments are referred to within this Advance
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (‘‘ANPR’’) by their
name and the number assigned to each submitted
comment.

Regulation K would not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities that
are subject to its regulation.

List of Subjects in 12 CFR Part 211

Exports, Federal Reserve System,
Foreign banking, Holding companies,
Investments, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, the Board proposes to amend
12 CFR Part 211 as set forth below:

PART 211—INTERNATIONAL
BANKING OPERATIONS
(REGULATION K)

1. The authority citation for Part 211
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 12 U.S.C. 221 et seq., 1818,
1841 et seq., 3101 et seq., 3901 et seq.

2. In § 211.22, paragraph (a) is revised;
paragraph (c) is removed; and paragraph
(d) is redesignated as paragraph (c) to
read as follows:

§ 211.22 Interstate banking operations of
foreign banking organizations.

(a) Determination of home state. (1) A
foreign bank (except a foreign bank to
which paragraph (a)(2) of this section
applies) that has any combination of
domestic agencies or subsidiary
commercial lending companies that
were established before September 29,
1994, in more than one state and have
been continuously operated shall select
its home state from those states in
which such offices or subsidiaries are
located. A foreign bank shall do so by
filing with the Board a declaration of
home state by March 31, 1996. In the
absence of such selection, the Board
shall designate the home state for such
foreign banks.

(2) A foreign bank that, as of
September 29, 1994, had declared a
home state or had a home state
determined pursuant to the law and
regulations in effect prior to that date
shall have that state as its home state.

(3) A foreign bank that has any
branches, agencies, subsidiary
commercial lending companies, or
subsidiary banks in one state, and has
no such offices or subsidiaries in any
other states, shall have as its home state
the state in which such offices or
subsidiaries are located.
* * * * *

By order of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, December 21, 1995.
Jennifer J. Johnson,
Deputy Secretary of the Board.
[FR Doc. 95–31364 Filed 12–27–95; 8:45 am]
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Trade Regulation Rule on Care
Labeling of Textile Wearing Apparel
and Certain Piece Goods

AGENCY: Federal Trade Commission.
ACTION: Advance Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Federal Trade
Commission (the ‘‘Commission’’)
proposes to commence a rulemaking
proceeding to amend its Trade
Regulation Rule on Care Labeling of
Textile Wearing Apparel and Certain
Piece Goods, 16 CFR Part 423 (‘‘the Care
Labeling Rule’’ or ‘‘the Rule’’). The
Commission seeks comment on whether
the definitions of water temperatures in
the Appendix of the Rule should be
amended. In addition, the Commission
seeks comment on possible alternatives
for amending the Rule’s current
requirement that either a washing
instruction or a dry cleaning instruction
may be used. Finally, the Commission
seeks comment on whether the
reasonable basis portion of the Rule
should be amended.
DATE: Written comments must be
submitted on or before March 13, 1996.
ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be identified as ‘‘16 CFR Part 423’’ and
sent to Secretary, Federal Trade
Commission, Room 159, Sixth Street
and Pennsylvania Ave., NW.,
Washington D.C. 20580.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Constance M. Vecellio or Laura Koss,
Attorneys, Federal Trade Commission,
Division of Enforcement, Bureau of
Consumer Protection, Sixth Street and
Pennsylvania, Ave., NW., S–4302,
Washington, DC 20580, (202) 326–2966
or (202) 326–2890.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Part A—General Background
Information

This notice is being published
pursuant to Section 18 of the Federal
Trade Commission (‘‘FTC’’) Act, 15
U.S.C. 57a et seq., the provisions of Part
1, Subpart B of the Commission’s Rules
of Practice, 16 CFR 1.7, and 5 U.S.C. 551
et seq. This authority permits the
Commission to promulgate, modify, and
repeal trade regulation rules that define
with specificity acts or practices that are
unfair or deceptive in or affecting
commerce within the meaning of
Section 5(a)(1) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C.
45(a)(1).

The Care Labeling Rule was
promulgated by the Commission on

December 16, 1971, 36 FR 23883 (1971).
In 1983, the Commission amended the
Rule to clarify its requirements by
identifying in greater detail the washing
or dry cleaning information to be
included on care labels.1 The Care
Labeling Rule, as amended, requires
manufacturers and importers of textile
wearing apparel and certain piece goods
to attach care labels to these items
stating ‘‘what regular care is needed for
the ordinary use of the product.’’ (16
CFR 423.6(a) and (b)). The Rule also
requires that the manufacturer or
importer possess, prior to sale, a
reasonable basis for the care
instructions. (16 CFR 423.6(c)).

As part of its continuing review of its
trade regulation rules to determine their
current effectiveness and impact, the
Commission published a Federal
Register notice (‘‘FRN’’) on June 15,
1994. This FRN sought comment on the
standard regulatory review questions,
such as what changes in the Rule would
increase the benefits of the Rule to
purchasers and how those changes
would affect the costs the Rule imposes
on firms subject to its requirements.

The FRN elicited 81 comments.2 The
comments generally expressed
continuing support for the Rule, stating
that correct care instructions benefit
consumers by extending the useful life
of the garment, by helping the consumer
maximize the appearance of the
garment, and/or by allowing the
consumer to take the ease and cost of
care into consideration when making a
purchase. Most comments said that the
costs imposed on consumers because of
the Rule were minimal when compared
to the benefits. Based on this review, the
Commission has determined to retain
the Rule, but to seek additional


