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academia, the States, or the private
sector to join with the Federal partner
in enhancing food and agricultural
sciences higher education.

(B) Provide evidence, via letters from
the parties involved, that arrangements
necessary for collaborative partnerships
or joint initiatives have been discussed
and realistically can be expected to
come to fruition, or actually have been
finalized contingent on an award under
this program. Letters must be signed by
an official who has the authority to
commit the resources of the
organization. Such letters should be
referenced in the plan of operation, but
the actual letters should be included in
the Appendix section of the proposal.
Any potential conflict(s) of interest that
might result from the proposed
collaborative arrangements must be
discussed in detail. Proposals which
indicate joint projects with other
institutions must state which proposer
is to receive any resulting grant award,
since only one submitting institution
can be the recipient of a project grant
under one proposal.

(C) Explain how the project will
create a new or enhance an existing
partnership between the USDA agency
cooperator(s) and the 1890
Institution(s). This section should
expand upon the summary information
provided in the documentation of USDA
agency cooperation section, as outlined
in paragraph (c)(1) of this section. This
is particularly important because the
focal point of attention in the peer
review process is the proposal narrative.
Therefore, a comprehensive discussion
of the partnership effort between USDA
and the 1890 Institution should be
provided.

(3) Institutional capacity building.

(i) Institutional enhancement. Explain
how the proposed project will
strengthen the teaching capacity as
defined in §3406.2 of this part, of the
applicant institution and, if applicable,
any other institutions assuming a major
role in the conduct of the project. For
example, describe how the proposed
project is intended to strengthen the
institution’s academic infrastructure by
expanding the current faculty’s
expertise base, advancing the scholarly
quality of the institution’s academic
programs, enriching the racial, ethnic,
or gender diversity of the student body,
helping the institution establish itself as
a center of excellence in particular field
of education, helping the institution
maintain or acquire state-of-the-art
scientific instrumentation or library
collections for teaching, or enabling the
institution to provide more meaningful
student experiential learning
opportunities.

(i) Institutional commitment.

(A) Discuss the institution’s
commitment to the project and its
successful completion. Provide, as
relevant, appropriate documentation in
the Appendix. Substantiate that the
institution attributes a high priority to
the project.

(B) Discuss how the project will
contribute to the achievement of the
institution’s long-term (five- to ten-year
goals and how the project will help
satisfy the institution’s high-priority
objectives. Show how this project is
linked to and supported by the
institution’s strategic plan.

(C) Discuss the commitment of
institutional resources to the project.
Show that the institutional resources to
be made available to the project will be
adequate, when combined with the
support requested from USDA, to carry
out the activities of the project and
represent a sound commitment by the
institution. Discuss institutional
facilities, equipment, computer services,
and other appropriate resources
available to the project.

(9) Key personnel. A Form CSRS-708,
“Summary Vita-Teaching Proposal,”
should be included for each key person
associated with the project.

(h) Budget and cost-effectiveness. (1)
Budget form.

(i) Prepare Form CSRS-713, ““Higher
Education Budget,” in accordance with
instructions provided with the form.
Proposals may request support for a
period to be identified in each year’s
program announcement. A budget form
is required for each year of requested
support. In addition, a summary budget
is required detailing the requested total
support for the overall project period.
Form CSRS—713 may be reproduced as
needed by proposers. Funds may be
requested under any of the categories
listed on the form, provided that the
item or service for which support is
requested is allowable under the
authorizing legislation, the applicable
Federal cost principles, the
administrative provisions in this part,
and can be justified as necessary for
successful conduct of the proposed
project.

(i) The approved negotiated
instruction rate or the maximum rate
allowed by law should be used when
computing indirect costs. If a reduced
rate of indirect costs is voluntarily
requested from USDA, the remaining
allowable indirect costs may be used as
matching funds.

(2) Matching funds. When
documenting matching contributions,
use the following guidelines:

When preparing the column of Form
CSRS-713 entitled “Applicant

Contributions To Matching Funds,”
only those costs to be contributed by the
applicant for the purposes of matching
should be shown. The total amount of
this column should be indicated in item
M.

(ii) In item N of Form CSRS-713,
show a total dollar amount for Cash
Contributions from both the applicant
and any third parties; also show a total
dollar amount (based on current fair
market value) for Non-cash
Contributions from both the applicant
and any third parties.

(iii) To qualify for any incentive
benefits stemming from matching
support or to satisfy any cost sharing
requirements, proposals must include
written verification of any actual
commitments of matching support
(including both cash and non-cash
contributions) from third parties.
Written verification means—

(A) For any third party cash
contributions, a separate pledge
agreement for each donation, signed by
the authorized organizational
representatives of the donor
organization (or by the donor if the gift
is from an individual) and the applicant
institution,which must include:

(1) The name, address, and telephone
number of the donor;

(2) The name of the applicant
institution;

(3) The title of the project for which
the donation is made;

(4) The dollar amount of the cash
donation; and

(5) A statement that the donor will
pay the cash contribution during the
grant period; and

(B) For any third party non-cash
contributions, a separate pledge
agreement for each contribution, signed
by the authorized organizational
representatives of the donor
organization (or by the donor if the gift
is from an individual) and the applicant
institution, which must include:

(1) The name, address, and telephone
number of the donor;

(2) The name of the applicant
institution;

(3) The title of the project for which
the donation is made;

(4) A good faith estimate of the
current fair market value of the non-
cash contribution; and

(5) A statement that the donor will
make the contribution during the grant
period.

(iv) All pledge agreements must be
placed in the proposal immediately
following Form CSRS-713. The sources
and amounts of all matching support
from outside the applicant institution
should be summarized in the Budget
Narrative section of the proposal.



