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offered to applicants for committing
their own institutional resources or
securing third party contributions in
support of capacity building projects.
CSREES may also announce any
required fixed dollar amount or
percentage of institutional cost sharing,
if applicable.

§ 3406.6 USDA agency cooperator
requirement.

(a) Each application must provide
documentation that at least one USDA
agency or office has agreed to cooperate
with the applicant institution on the
proposed project. The documentation
should describe the expected benefits of
the partnership venture for the USDA
agency and for the 1890 Institution, and
describe the partnership effort between
USDA and the 1890 Institution in regard
to the proposed project. Such USDA
agency cooperation may include, but is
not limited to, assisting the applicant
institution with proposal development,
identifying possible sources of matching
funds, securing resources, implementing
funded projects, providing technical
assistance and expertise throughout the
life of the project, participating in
project evaluation, and disseminating
project results.

(b) The designated CSREES agency
contact can provide suggestions to
institutions seeking to secure a USDA
agency cooperator on a particular
proposal.

(c) USDA 1890 Liaison Officers, and
other USDA employees serving on the
campuses of the 1890 colleges and
universities, may assist with proposal
development and project execution to
satisfy the cooperator requirement, in
whole or in part, but may not serve as
project directors or principal
investigators.

(d) Any USDA office responsible for
administering a competitive or formula
grants program specifically targeted to
1890 Institutions may not be a
cooperator for this program.

§ 3406.7 General scope of program.
This program supports both teaching

project grants and research project
grants. Such grants are intended to
strengthen the teaching and research
capabilities of applicant institutions.
Each 1890 Institution may submit one or
more grant applications for either
category of grants (as allowed by the
annual program notice). However, each
application must be limited to either a
teaching project grant proposal or a
research project grant proposal.

§ 3406.8 Joint project proposals.
Applicants are encouraged to submit

joint project proposals as defined in

§ 3406.2, which address regional or
national problems and which will result
overall in strengthening the 1890
university system. The goals of such
joint initiatives should include
maximizing the use of limited resources
by generating a critical mass of expertise
and activity focused on a targeted need
area(s), increasing cost-effectiveness
through achieving economies of scale,
strengthening the scope and quality of a
project’s impact, and promoting
coalition building likely to transcend
the project’s lifetime and lead to future
ventures.

§ 3406.9 Complementary project
proposals.

Institutions may submit
complementary project proposals as
defined in § 3406.2. Such
complementary project proposals may
be submitted by the same or by different
eligible institutions.

§ 3406.10 Use of funds for facilities.
Under the 1890 Institution Capacity

Building Grants Program, the use of
grant funds to plan, acquire, or
construct a building or facility is not
allowed. With prior approval, in
accordance with the cost principles set
forth in OMB Circular No. A–21, some
grant funds may be used for minor
alterations, renovations, or repairs
deemed necessary to retrofit existing
teaching or research spaces in order to
carry out a funded project. However,
requests to use grant funds for such
purposes must demonstrate that the
alterations, renovations, or repairs are
incidental to the major purpose for
which a grant is made.

Subpart C—Preparation of a Teaching
Proposal

§ 3406.11 Scope of a teaching proposal.
The teaching component of the

program will support the targeted need
area(s) related to strengthening teaching
programs as specified in the annual
program announcement. Proposals may
focus on any subject matter area(s) in
the food and agricultural sciences
unless limited by determinations as
specified in the annual program
announcement. A proposal may address
a single targeted need area or multiple
targeted need areas, and may be focused
on a single subject matter area or
multiple subject matter areas, in any
combination (e.g., curriculum
development in horticulture;
curriculum development, faculty
enhancement, and student experiential
learning in animal science; faculty
enhancement in food science and
agribusiness management; or instruction
delivery systems and student

experiential learning in plant science,
horticulture, and entomology).
Applicants are also encouraged to
include a library enhancement
component related to the teaching
project in their proposals. A proposal
may be directed toward the
undergraduate or graduate level of study
as specified in the annual program
announcement. Targeted need areas for
teaching programs will consist of one or
more of the following:

(a) Curricula design and materials
development. (1) The purpose of this
need area is to promote new and
improved curricula and materials to
increase the quality of, and
continuously renew, the Nation’s
academic programs in the food and
agricultural sciences. The overall
objective is to stimulate the
development and facilitate the use of
exemplary education models and
materials that incorporate the most
recent advances in subject matter,
research on teaching and learning
theory, and instructional technology.
Proposals may emphasize: the
development of courses of study, degree
programs, and instructional materials;
the use of new approaches to the study
of traditional subjects; or the
introduction of new subjects, or new
applications of knowledge, pertaining to
the food and agricultural sciences.

(2) Examples include, but are not
limited to, curricula and materials that
promote:

(i) Raising the level of scholastic
achievement of the Nation’s graduates
in the food and agricultural sciences.

(ii) Addressing the special needs of
particular groups of students, such as
minorities, gifted and talented, or those
with educational backgrounds that
warrant enrichment.

(iii) Using alternative instructional
strategies or methodologies, including
computer-assisted instruction or
simulation modeling, media programs
that reach large audiences efficiently
and effectively, activities that provide
hands-on learning experiences, and
educational programs that extend
learning beyond the classroom.

(iv) Using sound pedagogy,
particularly with regard to recent
research on how to motivate students to
learn, retain, apply, and transfer
knowledge, skills, and competencies.

(v) Building student competencies to
integrate and synthesize knowledge
from several disciplines.

(b) Faculty preparation and
enhancement for teaching. (1) The
purpose of this need area is to advance
faculty development in the areas of
teaching competency, subject matter
expertise, or student recruitment and


