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Presidential Determination No. 96-6 of December 6, 1995

Assistance Program for New Independent States of the
Former Soviet Union

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Pursuant to Section 577 of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 1994 (Titles |-V of Public Law 103-
87), | hereby certify that Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent
States continue to make substantial progress toward the withdrawal of their
armed forces from Latvia and Estonia.

You are authorized and directed to notify the Congress of this certification
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, December 6, 1995.

MEMORANDUM OF JUSTIFICATION REGARDING CERTIFICATION UNDER
SECTION 577 OF THE FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT FINANCING, AND
RELATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1994 (TITLES |-V OF PUB-
LIC LAW 103-87)

There continues to be active and substantial progress on the issue of Russian
and CIS troop withdrawal from the Baltics since the President’s previous
determination under Section 577 ‘‘of substantial progress” on June 6, 1995.

Since the last determination, the troop withdrawal agreement between the
Russian Federation and Estonia was ratified by the Russian State Duma
on July 21, 1995, and endorsed by the Federation Council on October 4.
Russian President Boris Yeltsin signed the federal law on ratification of
the treaty on October 13. The agreement awaits ratification by the Estonian
legislature. As noted previously, the troop withdrawal agreement between
the Russian Federation and Latvia has been ratified by both countries, the
documents of ratification having been exchanged on February 27, 1995.

By its terms, Section 577 remains in force until the President certifies
to the Congress under Section 577(b) that all Russian and CIS armed forces
have been withdrawn from Latvia and Estonia, or that the status of those
armed forces has been otherwise resolved by mutual agreement of the parties.
The Section 577(b) certification is not being made at this time, pending
ratification by Estonia of the agreement between the Russian Federation
and Estonia.

The residual issues remaining between Russia and Latvia and Russia and
Estonia relating to troop withdrawals continue to be primarily political
and social rather than military. In particular, there continues to be the
question of Russian/CIS military personnel demobilized in place before Au-
gust 31, 1994, when all active duty military personnel and equipment were



