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Subpart F—Supplementary Information

§ 3405.16 Access to peer review
information.

After final decisions have been
announced, CSREES will, upon request,
inform the project director of the
reasons for its decision on a proposal.
Verbatim copies of summary reviews,
not including the identity of the
reviewers, will be made available to
respective project directors upon
specific request.

§ 3405.17 Grant awards.
(a) General. Within the limit of funds

available for such purpose, the
authorized departmental officer shall
make project grants to those responsible,
eligible applicants whose proposals are
judged most meritorious in the
announced targeted need areas under
the evaluation criteria and procedures
set forth in this part. The beginning of
the project period shall be no later than
September 30 of the Federal fiscal year
in which the project is approved for
support. All funds granted under this
part shall be expended solely for the
purpose for which the funds are granted
in accordance with the approved
application and budget, the regulations
of this part, the terms and conditions of
the award, the applicable Federal cost
principles, and the Department’s
Uniform Federal Assistance Regulations
(7 CFR part 3015).

(b) Organizational management
information. Specific management
information relating to a proposing
institution shall be submitted on a one-
time basis prior to the award of a project
grant identified under this part if such
information has not been provided
previously under this or another
program for which the sponsoring
agency is responsible. Copies of the
forms used to fulfill this requirement
will be sent to the proposing institution
by the sponsoring agency as part of the
pre-award process.

(c) Notice of grant award. The grant
award document shall include at a
minimum the following:

(1) Legal name and address of
performing organization.

(2) Title of project.
(3) Name(s) and address(es) of project

director(s).
(4) Identifying grant number assigned

by the Department.
(5) Project period, which specifies

how long the Department intends to
support the effort without requiring
reapplication for funds.

(6) Total amount of Federal financial
assistance approved during the project
period.

(7) Legal authority(ies) under which
the grant is awarded.

(8) Approved budget plan for
categorizing allocable project funds to
accomplish the stated purpose of the
grant award.

(9) Other information or provisions
deemed necessary by the Department to
carry out its granting activities or to
accomplish the purpose of this
particular project grant.

(d) Obligation of the Federal
Government. Neither the approval of
any application nor the award of any
project grant shall legally commit or
obligate CSREES or the United States to
provide further support of a project or
any portion thereof.

§ 3405.18 Use of funds; changes.
(a) Delegation of fiscal responsibility.

The grantee may not in whole or in part
delegate or transfer to another person,
institution, or organization the
responsibility for use or expenditure of
grant funds.

(b) Change in project plans. (1) The
permissible changes by the grantee,
project director(s), or other key project
personnel in the approved project grant
shall be limited to changes in
methodology, techniques, or other
aspects of the project to expedite
achievement of the project’s approved
goals. If the grantee or the project
director(s) are uncertain as to whether a
change complies with this provision,
the question must be referred to the
Department for a final determination.

(2) Changes in approved goals, or
objectives, shall be requested by the
grantee and approved in writing by the
authorized departmental officer prior to
effecting such changes. In no event shall
requests for such changes be approved
that are outside the scope of the
approved project.

(3) Changes in approved project
leadership or the replacement or
reassignment of other key project
personnel shall be requested by the
grantee and approved in writing by the
authorized departmental officer prior to
effecting such changes.

(4) Transfers of actual performance of
the substantive programmatic work in
whole or in part and provisions for
payment of funds, whether or not
Federal funds are involved, shall be
requested by the grantee and approved
in writing by the authorized
departmental officer prior to effecting
such transfers.

(c) Changes in project period. The
project period may be extended by the
authorized departmental officer without
additional financial support for such
additional period(s) as the authorized
departmental officer determines may be
necessary to complete or fulfill the
purposes of an approved project.

However, due to statutory restriction, no
grant may be extended beyond five
years from the original start date of the
grant. Grant extensions shall be
conditioned upon prior request by the
grantee and approval in writing by the
authorized departmental officer.

(d) Changes in approved budget.
Changes in an approved budget shall be
requested by the grantee and approved
in writing by the authorized
departmental officer prior to instituting
such changes if the revision will:

(1) Involve transfers of amounts
budgeted for indirect costs to absorb an
increase in direct costs;

(2) Involve transfers of amounts
budgeted for direct costs to
accommodate changes in indirect cost
rates negotiated during a budget period
and not approved when a grant was
awarded; or

(3) Involve transfers or expenditures
of amounts requiring prior approval as
set forth in the applicable Federal cost
principles, Departmental regulations, or
in the grant award.

§ 3405.19 Monitoring progress of funded
projects.

(a) During the tenure of a grant,
project directors must attend at least one
national project directors meeting, if
offered, in Washington, D.C. or any
other announced location. The purpose
of the meeting will be to discuss project
and grant management, opportunities
for collaborative efforts, future
directions for education reform, and
opportunities to enhance dissemination
of exemplary end products/results.

(b) An Annual Performance Report
must be submitted to the USDA program
contact person within 90 days after the
completion of the first year of the
project and annually thereafter during
the life of the grant. Generally, the
Annual Performance Reports should
include a summary of the overall
progress toward project objectives,
current problems or unusual
developments, the next year’s activities,
and any other information that is
pertinent to the ongoing project or
which may be specified in the terms and
conditions of the award.

(c) A Final Performance Report must
be submitted to the USDA program
contact person within 90 days after the
expiration date of the project. The
expiration date is specified in the award
documents and modifications thereto, if
any. Generally, the Final Performance
Report should be a summary of the
completed project, including: A review
of project objectives and
accomplishments; a description of any
products and outcomes resulting from
the project; activities undertaken to


