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operating or overseeing the operation of
the vocational rehabilitation program of
both the State agency that administers
the part of the State plan under which
vocational rehabilitation services are
provided to individuals who are blind
and the State agency that administers
the remainder of the State plan.

(2) An assurance that—
(i) An independent commission that

is consumer-controlled by, and
represents the interests of, individuals
who are blind and conducts a review
and analysis of the effectiveness of and
consumer satisfaction with vocational
rehabilitation services and providers, in
accordance with the provisions of
§ 361.17(h)(3), is responsible under
State law for operating, or overseeing
the operation of, the vocational
rehabilitation program in the State for
individuals who are blind; and

(ii) An independent commission that
is consumer-controlled in accordance
with paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section
and conducts a review and analysis of
the effectiveness of and consumer
satisfaction with vocational
rehabilitation services and providers, in
accordance with § 361.17(h)(3), is
responsible under State law for
operating, or overseeing the operation
of, the vocational rehabilitation program
in the State for all individuals with
disabilities, except individuals who are
blind.

(3) An assurance that—
(i) An independent commission that

is consumer-controlled by, and
represents the interests of, individuals
who are blind and that conducts a
review and analysis of the effectiveness
of and consumer satisfaction with
vocational rehabilitation services and
providers, in accordance with
§ 361.17(h)(3), is responsible under
State law for operating, or overseeing
the operation of, the vocational
rehabilitation program in the State for
individuals who are blind; and

(ii) The State has established a State
Rehabilitation Advisory Council that
meets the criteria in § 361.17 and carries
out the duties of a Council with respect
to functions for, and services provided
to, individuals with disabilities, except
for individuals who are blind.

(4) An assurance that—
(i) An independent commission that

is consumer-controlled in accordance
with paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section
and conducts a review and analysis of
the effectiveness of and consumer
satisfaction with vocational
rehabilitation services and providers, in
accordance with the provisions of
§ 361.17(h)(3), is responsible under
State law for operating or overseeing the
operation of the vocational

rehabilitation services for all
individuals in the State, except
individuals who are blind; and

(ii) The State has established a State
Rehabilitation Advisory Council that
meets the criteria in § 361.17 and carries
out the duties of a Council with respect
to functions for, and services provided
to, individuals who are blind.
(Authority: Sections 101(a)(32) and
101(a)(36) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 721(a)(32)
and 721(a)(36))

§ 361.17 Requirements for a State
Rehabilitation Advisory Council.

If the State plan contains an assurance
that the State has established a Council
under § 361.16(a)(2), (b)(3)(ii), or
(b)(4)(ii), the State plan must also
contain an assurance that the Council
meets the following requirements:

(a) Appointment. (1) The members of
the Council shall be—

(i) Appointed by the Governor; or
(ii) If State law vests appointment

authority in an entity other than, or in
conjunction with, the Governor (such as
one or more houses of the State
legislature or an independent board that
has general appointment authority),
appointed by that entity or entities.

(2) The appointing authority shall
select members of the Council after
soliciting recommendations from
representatives of organizations
representing a broad range of
individuals with disabilities and
organizations interested in individuals
with disabilities.

(b) Composition. (1) General. Except
as provided in paragraph (b)(3) of this
section, the Council shall be composed
of at least 13 members, including—

(i) At least one representative of the
Statewide Independent Living Council,
who must be the chairperson of, or other
individual recommended by, the
Statewide Independent Living Council;

(ii) At least one representative of a
parent training and information center
established pursuant to section 631(e)(1)
of IDEA;

(iii) At least one representative of the
Client Assistance Program (CAP),
established under 34 CFR part 370, who
must be the director of, or other
individual recommended by, the CAP;

(iv) At least one vocational
rehabilitation counselor with knowledge
of and experience with vocational
rehabilitation programs who serves as
an ex officio, nonvoting member if
employed by the designated State
agency;

(v) At least one representative of
community rehabilitation program
service providers;

(vi) Four representatives of business,
industry, and labor;

(vii) Representatives of disability
groups that include a cross section of—

(A) Individuals with physical,
cognitive, sensory, and mental
disabilities; and

(B) Parents, family members,
guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives of individuals with
disabilities who have difficulty
representing themselves due to their
disabilities;

(viii) Current or former applicants for,
or recipients of, vocational
rehabilitation services; and

(ix) The director of the designated
State unit as an ex officio, nonvoting
member.

(2) Employees of the designated State
agency. Employees of the designated
State agency may serve only as
nonvoting members of the Council.

(3) Composition of a separate Council
for a separate State agency for
individuals who are blind. Except as
provided in paragraph (b)(4) of this
section, if the State establishes a
separate Council for a separate State
agency for individuals who are blind,
that Council must—

(i) Conform with all of the
composition requirements for a Council
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section,
except the requirements in paragraph
(b)(1)(vii), unless the exception in
paragraph (b)(4) of this section applies;
and

(ii) Include—
(A) At least one representative of a

disability advocacy group representing
individuals who are blind; and

(B) At least one parent, family
member, guardian, advocate, or
authorized representative of an
individual who is blind, has multiple
disabilities, and has difficulty
representing himself or herself due to
disabilities.

(4) Exception. If State law in effect on
October 29, 1992 requires a separate
Council under paragraph (b)(3) of this
section to have fewer than 13 members,
the separate Council is deemed to be in
compliance with the composition
requirements in paragraphs (b)(1)(vi)
and (b)(1)(viii) of this section if it
includes at least one representative who
meets the requirements for each of those
paragraphs.

(c) Majority. A majority of the Council
members shall be individuals with
disabilities who are not employed by
the designated State unit.

(d) Chairperson. The chairperson
shall be—

(1) Selected by the members of the
Council from among the voting
members of the Council, subject to the
veto power of the Governor; or


