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the individual did not have a disability.
The services must be necessary to the
achievement of an employment outcome
and may be provided only while the
individual is receiving other vocational
rehabilitation services. The services may
include training in managing,
supervising, and directing personal
assistance services.
(Authority: Sections 7(11) and 103(a)(15) of
the Act; 29 U.S.C. 706(11) and 29 U.S.C. 723)

(35) Physical and mental restoration
services means—

(i) Corrective surgery or therapeutic
treatment that is likely, within a
reasonable period of time, to correct or
modify substantially a stable or slowly
progressive physical or mental
impairment that constitutes a
substantial impediment to employment;

(ii) Diagnosis of and treatment for
mental or emotional disorders by
qualified personnel in accordance with
State licensure laws;

(iii) Dentistry;
(iv) Nursing services;
(v) Necessary hospitalization (either

inpatient or outpatient care) in
connection with surgery or treatment
and clinic services;

(vi) Drugs and supplies;
(vii) Prosthetic, orthotic, or other

assistive devices, including hearing
aids;

(viii) Eyeglasses and visual services,
including visual training, and the
examination and services necessary for
the prescription and provision of
eyeglasses, contact lenses, microscopic
lenses, telescopic lenses, and other
special visual aids prescribed by
personnel that are qualified in
accordance with State licensure laws;

(ix) Podiatry;
(x) Physical therapy;
(xi) Occupational therapy;
(xii) Speech or hearing therapy;
(xiii) Mental health services;
(xiv) Treatment of either acute or

chronic medical complications and
emergencies that are associated with or
arise out of the provision of physical
and mental restoration services, or that
are inherent in the condition under
treatment;

(xv) Special services for the treatment
of individuals with end-stage renal
disease, including transplantation,
dialysis, artificial kidneys, and supplies;
and

(xvi) Other medical or medically
related rehabilitation services.
(Authority: Sections 12(c) and 103(a)(4) of
the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 723(a)(4))

(36) Physical or mental impairment
means an injury, disease, or other
condition that materially limits, or if not

treated will probably result in materially
limiting, mental or physical functioning.
(Authority: Sections 7(8)(A) and 12(c) of the
Act; 29 U.S.C. 706(8)(A) and 711(c))

(37) Post-employment services means
one or more of the services identified in
§ 361.48 that are provided subsequent to
the achievement of an employment
outcome and that are necessary for an
individual to maintain, regain, or
advance in employment, consistent with
the individual’s strengths, resources,
priorities, concerns, abilities,
capabilities, and interests.
(Authority: Section 12(c) of the Act; 29 U.S.C.
711(c))

Note: Post-employment services are
intended to ensure that the employment
outcome remains consistent with the
individual’s strengths, resources, priorities,
concerns, abilities, capabilities, and interests.
These services are available to meet
rehabilitation needs that do not require a
complex and comprehensive provision of
services and, thus, should be limited in scope
and duration. If more comprehensive services
are required, then a new rehabilitation effort
should be considered. Post-employment
services are to be provided under an
amended individualized written
rehabilitation program; thus, a re-
determination of eligibility is not required.
The provision of post-employment services is
subject to the same requirements in this part
as the provision of any other vocational
rehabilitation service. Post-employment
services are available to assist an individual
to maintain employment, e.g., the
individual’s employment is jeopardized
because of conflicts with supervisors or co-
workers and the individual needs mental
health services and counseling to maintain
the employment; to regain employment, e.g.,
the individual’s job is eliminated through
reorganization and new placement services
are needed; and to advance in employment,
e.g., the employment is no longer consistent
with the individual’s strengths, resources,
priorities, concerns, abilities, capabilities,
and interests.

(38) Rehabilitation engineering means
the systematic application of
engineering sciences to design, develop,
adapt, test, evaluate, apply, and
distribute technological solutions to
problems confronted by individuals
with disabilities in functional areas,
such as mobility, communications,
hearing, vision, and cognition, and in
activities associated with employment,
independent living, education, and
integration into the community.
(Authority: Sections 7(13) and 12(c) of the
Act; 29 U.S.C. 706(13) and 711(c))

(39) Rehabilitation technology means
the systematic application of
technologies, engineering
methodologies, or scientific principles
to meet the needs of, and address the
barriers confronted by, individuals with

disabilities in areas that include
education, rehabilitation, employment,
transportation, independent living, and
recreation. The term includes
rehabilitation engineering, assistive
technology devices, and assistive
technology services.
(Authority: Section 7(13) of the Act; 29
U.S.C. 706(13))

(40) Reservation means a Federal or
State Indian reservation, public domain
Indian allotment, former Indian
reservation in Oklahoma, and land held
by incorporated Native groups, regional
corporations, and village corporations
under the provisions of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act.
(Authority: Section 130(c) of the Act; 29
U.S.C. 750(c))

(41) Sole local agency means a unit or
combination of units of general local
government or one or more Indian tribes
that has the sole responsibility under an
agreement with, and the supervision of,
the State agency to conduct a local or
tribal vocational rehabilitation program,
in accordance with the State plan.
(Authority: Section 7(9) of the Act; 29 U.S.C.
706(9))

(42) State means any of the 50 States,
the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
United States Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.
(Authority: Section 7(16) of the Act; 29
U.S.C. 706(16))

(43) State plan means the State plan
for vocational rehabilitation services or
the vocational rehabilitation services
part of a consolidated rehabilitation
plan under § 361.10(c).
(Authority: Sections 12(c) and 101 of the Act;
29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 721)

(44) Substantial impediment to
employment means that a physical or
mental impairment (in light of attendant
medical, psychological, vocational,
educational, and other related factors)
hinders an individual from preparing
for, entering into, engaging in, or
retaining employment consistent with
the individual’s abilities and
capabilities.
(Authority: Sections 7(8)(A) and 12(c) of the
Act; 29 U.S.C. 706(8)(A) and 711(c))

(45) Supported employment means—
(i) Competitive employment in an

integrated setting with ongoing support
services for individuals with the most
severe disabilities—

(A) For whom competitive
employment has not traditionally
occurred or for whom competitive


