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Executive Order 12866

Clarity of the Regulations
Executive Order 12866 requires each

agency to write regulations that are easy
to understand.

The Secretary invites comments on
how to make these regulations easier to
understand, including answers to
questions such as the following: (1) Are
the requirements in the regulations
clearly stated? (2) Do the regulations
contain technical terms or other
wording that interferes with their
clarity? (3) Does the format of the
regulations (grouping and order of
sections, use of headings, paragraphing,
etc.) aid or reduce their clarity? Would
the regulations be easier to understand
if they were divided into more (but
shorter) sections? (A ‘‘section’’ is
preceded by the symbol ‘‘§ ’’ and a
numbered heading; for example,
§ 646.20 How does the Secretary decide
which new grants to make? (4) Is the
description of the proposed regulations
in the ‘‘Supplementary Information’’
section of this preamble helpful in
understanding the proposed
regulations? How could this description
be more helpful in making the proposed
regulations easier to understand? (5)
What else could the Department do to
make the regulations easier to
understand?

A copy of any comments that concern
whether these proposed regulations are
easy to understand should be sent to
Stanley Cohen, Regulations Quality
Officer, U.S. Department of Education,
600 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20202–2241.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification
The Secretary certifies that these

proposed regulations would not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The small entities that would be
affected by these regulations are small
institutions of higher education that
receive Federal funds under this
program.

However, the regulations would not
have a significant economic impact on
the small entities affected because the
regulations would not impose excessive
regulatory burdens or require
unnecessary Federal supervision. The
regulations would impose minimal
requirements to ensure the proper
expenditure of program funds.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
Sections 646.11, 646.21, 646.22, and

646.32 contain information collection
requirements. As required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3507(d)), the Department of

Education has submitted a copy of these
sections to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for its review.

Collection of Information: Student
Support Services Program—Program
Regulations.

Institutions of higher education and
combinations of those institutions are
eligible to apply for grants under these
regulations. The information to be
collected includes: assurances to meet
certain statutory requirements; a
description of each proposed project;
specific information regarding each
project (such as the need for the project,
proposed collaboration with similar or
related projects; criteria to be used to
measure progress and outcomes, data
regarding persons to be served); and
information to be included in an annual
report to the Secretary. The Department
needs and uses the information to make
grants.

All information is to be collected
annually from each applicant. Annual
reporting and recordkeeping burden for
this collection of information is
estimated to average 20 hours for each
response for 706 respondents, including
the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing
the collection of information. Thus, the
total annual reporting and
recordkeeping burden for this collection
is estimated to be 14,120 hours.

Organizations and individuals
desiring to submit comments on the
information collection requirement
should direct them to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
OMB, Room 10235, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503;
Attention: Desk Officer for U.S.
Department of Education.

The Department considers comments
by the public on this proposed
collection of information in—

• Evaluating whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Department, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

• Evaluating the accuracy of the
Department’s estimate of the burden of
the proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

• Enhancing the quality, usefulness,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and

• Minimizing the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
collection techniques or other forms of

information technology; e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

OMB is required to make a decision
concerning the collection of information
contained in these proposed regulations
between 30 and 60 days after
publication of this document in the
Federal Register. Therefore, a comment
to OMB is best assured of having its full
effect if OMB receives it within 30 days
of publication. This does not affect the
deadline for the public to comment to
the Department on the proposed
regulations.

Intergovernmental Review

This program is subject to the
requirements of Executive Order 12372
and the regulations in 34 CFR Part 79.
The objective of the Executive Order is
to foster an intergovernmental
partnership and a strengthened
federalism by relying on processes
developed by State and local
governments for coordination and
review of proposed Federal financial
assistance.

In accordance with the order, this
document is intended to provide early
notification of the Department’s specific
plans and actions for this program.

Invitation to Comment

Interested persons are invited to
submit comments and recommendations
regarding these proposed regulations.

All comments submitted in response
to these proposed regulations will be
available for public inspection during
and after the comment period at 1250
Maryland Avenue, SW., The Portals
Building, Suite 600D, Washington, DC,
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4
p.m., Monday through Friday of each
week except Federal holidays.

Assessment of Educational Impact

The Secretary particularly requests
comments on whether the proposed
regulations in this document would
require transmission of information that
is being gathered by or is available from
any other agency or authority of the
United States.

List of Subjects in 34 CFR Part 646

Colleges and universities,
Disadvantaged students, Educational
programs, Discretionary grants,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 84.042 Student Support Services
Program.)


