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effective on December 9, 1994. As a
result, the 5-year deferral ends on
December 9, 1999, with Chromium
sources becoming subject to title V on
that date. Applications from nonmajor
Chromium sources are to be filed within
12 months of becoming subject to title
V (by December 9, 2000). This also
applies to nonmajor sources in subparts
O and M for similar reasons. The EPA
emphasizes that this deferral applies to
nonmajor sources.

The sole standard which will not offer
temporary exemptions from part 70
permitting requirements is the
secondary lead smelter standard
(subpart X, promulgated on May 31,
1995 (60 FR 32587)). In contrast to the
hundreds or thousands of sources in the
four other source categories, there are a
total of only 16 secondary lead smelters
and only five of these are nonmajor
sources. Additionally, the five nonmajor
lead smelters are owned by relatively
large companies. These companies
should be better equipped to handle the
part 70 permitting process than the
small businesses characterizing the
other source categories. For these
reasons, EPA concludes that requiring
the five sources to obtain part 70
permits without delay will not be
impracticable or infeasible for the State
or local permitting authorities involved
and will not unnecessarily burden the
five companies.

B. Proposed Permanent Exemption of
Certain Decorative Chromium
Electroplating and Chromium
Anodizing Operations

Section 502(a) of the Act expressly
gives the Administrator the discretion to
exempt one or more nonmajor source
categories (in whole or in part) from the
requirement to obtain a permit ‘‘if the
Administrator finds that compliance
with such requirements is
impracticable, infeasible, or
unnecessarily burdensome on such
categories.’’ 42 U.S.C. section 7661a (a).
One factor that EPA considers as part of
the unnecessarily burdensome criteria is
the degree to which the standard is
implementable outside of a title V
permit, such that the title V permit will
provide minimal additional benefit with
regard to source-specific tailoring of the
standard. To the extent such benefit is
minimal, it supports the finding that the
burden imposed is ‘‘unnecessary.’’ This
factor was analyzed when EPA
evaluated decorative chrome plating
(using hexavalent chromium baths) and
chromium anodizing processes that use
fume suppressant technology to reduce
chromium emissions during operation.
The fume suppressant technology
inhibits emissions at the source by

reducing the surface tension of the
plating solution. The standard requires
that the surface tension be kept below
45 dynes per centimeter (dynes/cm) in
order to comply. In addition, the surface
tension must be measured at a certain
specified time interval to ensure
continuous compliance. This measure of
compliance (45 dynes/cm) is directly
stated in the standard and is directly
enforceable. No judgment or negotiation
is required in establishing a directly
enforceable monitoring value during a
performance test as is the case with the
other chromium sources covered by the
rule which use add-on controls. Also
included in this permitting exemption
are the decorative chrome plating
operations using the trivalent chrome
baths which incorporate the use of
wetting agents which inhibit chromium
emissions as a bath component. The
standard does not have any additional
requirements for these sources except
for recordkeeping of chemicals bought.

Although sources using fume
suppressant technology could be
permitted through general permits,
thereby reducing the administrative
permitting burden for these sources,
EPA believes this would add minimally
to enforceability of the rule. This is
because the reporting, recordkeeping,
and annual compliance certification
requirements of the rule already
approximate those which would be
imposed through title V, and which
constitute a primary value added by a
general title V permit.

Therefore, for the reasons stated
above, the EPA is proposing to
permanently exempt all hexavalent
decorative plating and chromium
anodizing operations that use fume
suppressants as an emission reduction
technology and all trivalent decorative
plating operations incorporating wetting
agents as a bath component from the
requirement of obtaining a title V
permit. This is based upon EPA’s
determination that it will be
unnecessarily burdensome for these
sources to obtain permits.

All the requirements listed in the final
standards (subparts N, O, and M) will
continue to be applicable per the
schedule that is provided in the
respective rules. For example, all
sources still must comply with the
compliance schedule within the rule,
perform monitoring of the required
parameters for ensuring compliance,
and follow the reporting and
recordkeeping requirements. The
Administrator or a delegated State or
local authority will enforce the
requirements of the final rules through
appropriate means, and will not be
handicapped by the temporary or

permanent exemptions from the title V
permit requirements. The EPA believes
that through the implementation of the
final rules, the primary goal of
significant reductions in chromium,
ethylene oxide, and perchloroethylene
emissions will be achieved.

III. Possible Additional Permanent
Exemptions

Although this action proposes
temporary exemptions for the subject
source categories (except for proposed
permanent exemptions for two
subcategories within the chrome plating
category), EPA will consider
promulgating additional permanent
exemptions for any of these source
categories or subcategories within these
source categories if warranted. The EPA
specifically solicits comment on
whether any of the source categories for
which temporary exemptions are being
proposed should be permanently
exempted from title V requirements and
the reasons for such permanent
exemptions. Comments should address
the Clean Air Act criteria for exempting
categories from permitting
requirements, which are that it would
be ‘‘impracticable, infeasible, or
unnecessarily burdensome on such
source categories.’’ Any comments
received and additional information
obtained by EPA after this proposal will
be considered in determining whether
sufficient justification exists to
promulgate permanent exemptions.

IV. Typographical Correction

A minor typographical error was
discovered in section 63.344 of the
subpart N. It is being amended here to
correctly present our intention.

V. Administrative Requirements

A. Public Hearing

A public hearing will be held, if
requested, to provide opportunity for
interested persons to make oral
presentations regarding the proposed
amendments in accordance with section
307(d)(5) of the Act. Persons wishing to
make oral presentation on the proposed
amendments should contact the EPA at
the address given in the ADDRESSES
section of this preamble. Oral
presentations will be limited to 15
minutes each. Any member of the
public may file a written statement
before, during, or within 30 days after
the hearing. Written statements should
be addressed to the Air Docket Section
at the address given in the ADDRESSES
section of this preamble and should
refer to the applicable docket number.

A verbatim transcript of the hearing
and written statements will be available


