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The President

Executive Order 12981 of December 5, 1995

Administration of Export Controls

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, including but not limited to the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et. seq.)
(“the Act”), and in order to take additional steps with respect to the national
emergency described and declared in Executive Order No. 12924 of August
19, 1994, and continued on August 15, 1995, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON,
President of the United States of America, find that it is necessary for
the procedures set forth below to apply to export license applications submit-
ted under the Act and the Export Administration Regulations (15 C.F.R.
Part 730 et. seq.) (‘‘the Regulations™) or under any renewal of, or successor
to, the Export Administration Act of 1979, as amended (50 U.S.C. App.
2401 et. seq.) (“‘the Export Administration Act’’), and the Regulations. Accord-
ingly, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. License Review. To the extent permitted by law and consistent
with Executive Order No. 12924 of August 19, 1994, the power, authority,
and discretion conferred upon the Secretary of Commerce (‘“‘the Secretary’’)
under the Export Administration Act to require, review, and make final
determinations with regard to export licenses, documentation, and other
forms of information submitted to the Department of Commerce pursuant
to the Act and the Regulations or under any renewal of, or successor to,
the Export Administration Act and the Regulations, with the power of succes-
sive redelegation, shall continue. The Departments of State, Defense, and
Energy, and the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency each shall have
the authority to review any export license application submitted to the
Department of Commerce pursuant to the Act and the Regulations or under
any renewal of, or successor to, the Export Administration Act and the
Regulations. The Secretary may refer license applications to other United
States Government departments or agencies for review as appropriate. In
the event that a department or agency determines that certain types of
applications need not be referred to it, such department or agency shall
notify the Department of Commerce as to the specific types of such applica-
tions that it does not wish to review. All departments or agencies shall
promptly respond, on a case-by-case basis, to requests from other departments
or agencies for historical information relating to past license applications.

Sec. 2. Determinations. (a) All license applications submitted under the
Act and the Regulations or any renewal of, or successor to, the Export
Administration Act and the Regulations, shall be resolved or referred to
the President no later than 90 calendar days after registration of the completed
license application.

(b) The following actions related to processing a license application submit-
ted under the Act and the Regulations or any renewal of, or successor
to, the Export Administration Act and the Regulations shall not be counted
in calculating the time periods prescribed in this order:

(1) Agreement of the Applicant. Delays upon which the Secretary and
the applicant mutually agree.

(2) Prelicense Checks. Prelicense checks through government channels
that may be required to establish the identity and reliability of the recipient
of items controlled under the Act and the Regulations or any renewal of,



