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5. Regulatory Flexibility Act
The Department of the Interior has

determined that this rule will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.). The Tribe or State
submittal which is the subject of this
rule is based upon Federal regulations
for which an economic analysis was
prepared and certification made that
such regulations would not have a
significant economic effect upon a
substantial number of small entities.
Accordingly, this rule will ensure that
existing requirements established by
SMCRA or previously promulgated by
OSM will be implemented by the Tribe
or State. In making the determination as
to whether this rule would have a
significant economic impact, the
Department relied upon the data and
assumptions in the analyses for the
corresponding Federal regulations.

List of Subjects in 30 CFR Part 756
Abandoned mine reclamation

programs, Indian lands, Surface mining,
Underground mining.

Dated: November 29, 1995.
James F. Fulton,
Acting Regional Director, Western Regional
Coordinating Center.
[FR Doc. 95–29877 Filed 12–6–95; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–05–M

30 CFR Part 906

[SPATS No. CO–029–FOR]

Colorado Regulatory Program

AGENCY: Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM),
Interior.
ACTION: Proposed rule; public comment
period and opportunity for public
hearing on proposed amendment.

SUMMARY: OSM is announcing receipt of
a proposed amendment to the Colorado
regulatory program (hereinafter, the
‘‘Colorado program’’) under the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 (SMCRA). The proposed
amendment consists of revisions to and
additions of rules pertaining to
Colorado’s responsibility as regulatory
authority for regulating surface coal
mining and reclamation operations and
coal exploration; definitions;
commercial use or sale of coal extracted
during coal exploration; public
availability of information; right of entry
and operation information; public
notice and comment on permit
applications; procedures for review of
permit applications; criteria for permit

approval or denial; permit conditions;
permit revisions; allowance of self-
bonds; terms and conditions for self-
bonds; criteria and schedule for release
of performance bonds; termination of
jurisdiction; performance standards for
signs and markers, haul and access
roads, effluent standards for discharges
of water from areas disturbed by surface
coal mining and reclamation operations,
blasting, and coal mine waste returned
to underground mine workings;
inspection frequency at abandoned
sites; inspections based upon citizen
requests; enforcement actions at
abandoned sites; show cause orders and
patterns of violations involving
violations of water quality effluent
standards; and award of costs and
expenses including attorney’s fees. The
amendment is intended to revise the
Colorado program to be consistent with
the corresponding Federal regulations,
incorporate the additional flexibility
afforded by the revised Federal
regulations, and improve operational
efficiency.

DATES: Written comments must be
received by 4 p.m., m.s.t. January 8,
1996. If requested, a public hearing on
the proposed amendment will be held
on January 2, 1996. Requests to present
oral testimony at the hearing must be
received by 4 p.m., m.s.t., on December
22, 1995.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be mailed or hand delivered to James F.
Fulton at the address listed below.

Copies of the Colorado program, the
proposed amendment, and all written
comments received in response to this
document will be available for public
review at the addresses listed below
during normal business hours, Monday
through Friday, excluding holidays.
Each requester may receive one free
copy of the proposed amendment by
contacting OSM’s Denver Field
Division.

James F. Fulton, Chief, Denver Field
Division, Western Regional
Coordinating Center, Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and
Enforcement, 1999 Broadway, Suite
3300, Denver, CO 80202

Colorado Division of Minerals and
Geology, Department of Natural
Resources, 215 Centennial Building,
1313 Sherman Street, Denver,
Colorado 80203, Telephone: (303)
866–3567.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James F. Fulton, telephone: (303) 672–
5524.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background on the Colorado Program

On December 15, 1980, the Secretary
of the Interior conditionally approved
the Colorado program. General
background information on the
Colorado program, including the
Secretary’s findings, the disposition of
comments, and the conditions of
approval of the Colorado program can
be found in the December 15, 1980,
Federal Register (45 FR 82173).
Subsequent actions concerning
Colorado’s program and program
amendments can be found at 30 CFR
906.11, 906.15, 906.16, and 906.30.

II. Proposed Amendment

By letter dated November 20, 1995,
Colorado submitted a proposed
amendment to its program
(administrative record No. CO–676)
pursuant to SMCRA (30 U.S.C. 1201 et
seq.).

Colorado submitted the proposed
amendment at its own initiative; in
partial response to May 7, 1986, and
March 22, 1990, letters (administrative
record No. CO–282 and CO–496) that
OSM sent to Colorado in accordance
with 30 CFR 732.17(c); and in response
to (1) the condition of Colorado’s
program approval at 30 CFR 906.11(mm)
and (2) the requirement that Colorado
amend its program at 30 CFR 906.16(a).

Colorado proposes for the following
provisions of 2 CCR 407–2, Rules and
Regulations of the Colorado Mined Land
Reclamation Board for Coal Mining:

Revisions at Rule 1.03.1(1)(a) to
clarify that Colorado’s responsibility for
the regulation of surface coal mining
and reclamation operations and coal
exploration includes, among other
things, approval or disapproval of
revisions and renewals of existing
permits;

Recodification of existing Rule 1.04(1)
as Rule 1.04(1a), and addition at Rule
1.04(1) of a definition for ‘‘Abandoned
site’’ to identify (1) those sites which
could have a decreased frequency of
inspection under proposed Rule
5.0202(8) and (2) the enforcement
provisions applicable to sites which
meet the conditions of the definition;

Addition at Rule 1.04(31a) of a
definition for ‘‘Current assets’’ to mean
‘‘cash or other assets or resources which
are reasonably expected to be converted
to cash or sold or consumed within one
year or within the normal operating
cycle of the business;’’

Addition at Rule 1.04(31b) of a
definition for ‘‘Current liabilities’’ to
mean ‘‘obligations which are reasonably
expected to be paid or liquidated within


