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airplanes that are in commercial service
without adversely impacting private
operators. The FAA believes that a large
number of the remaining 2,672 affected
airplanes (2,906 airplanes—234 sets of
parts distributed) that would be affected
by the proposed AD are operated in
various types of air transportation. This
includes scheduled passenger service,
air cargo, and air taxi.

The proposed AD would allow 1,000
hours time-in- service (TIS) after the
effective date of the proposed AD before
mandatory accomplishment of the
design modification. The average
utilization of the fleet for those
airplanes in air transportation is
between 25 to 40 hours TIS per week.
Based on these figures, operators of
commuter-class airplanes involved in
commercial operation would have to
accomplish the proposed modification
within 6 to 10 months after the
proposed AD would become effective.
For private owners, who typically
operate between 100 to 200 hours TIS
per year, this would allow 5 to 10 years
before the proposed modification would
be mandatory.

The FAA established the 1,000 hours
TIS modification compliance time based
on its engineering evaluation of the
problem. Among the issues examined
during this engineering evaluation were
analysis of service difficulty reports, the
difficulty level of the inspection, and
how critical the situation would be if
cracks occurred in the subject area
despite accomplishment of the
repetitive inspections.

Usually, the FAA establishes the
mandatory design modification
compliance time on AD’s affecting aging
commuter-class airplanes upon the
accumulation of a certain number of
hours TIS on the airplane. For this
action, the FAA is proposing to mandate
the modification for all operators

‘‘within the next 1,000 hours TIS after
the effective date of this AD.’’ The total
TIS levels of the airplane fleet varies
from under 1,000 hours TIS to over
5,000 hours TIS, and annual
accumulation rates vary from 50 hours
TIS to over 1,000 hours TIS.
Establishing a long-term set compliance
time of hours TIS accumulated on a
Piper Model PA31, PA31–300, PA31–
325, or PA31–350 airplane (such as
5,000 hours TIS) would impose an
undue burden on the manufacturer of
having to maintain a supply of
replacement parts for the entire fleet
when many airplanes in the fleet may
never reach this compliance time.

Instead, the FAA believes that Piper
should maintain parts for several years;
in this case about 10 years to allow low-
usage airplanes time to accumulate the
‘‘1,000 hours after the effective date of
the AD.’’ The FAA has determined that
the compliance time of the proposed
rule provides the level of safety required
for commuter air service while still
minimizing the impact on the private
airplane owners of Piper Models PA31,
PA31–300, PA31–325, and PA31–350
airplanes.

The regulations proposed herein
would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
in accordance with Executive Order
12612, it is determined that this
proposal would not have sufficient
federalism implications to warrant the
preparation of a Federalism Assessment.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this action (1) is not a
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44

FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action has been placed in the Rules
Docket. A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 USC 106(g), 40101, 40113,
44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
removing Airworthiness Directive (AD)
80–14–06, Amendment 39–3805, and by
adding a new AD to read as follows:
The New Piper Aircraft, Inc. (formerly Piper

Aircraft Corporation): Docket No. 90–
CE–63–AD. Supersedes AD 80–14–06,
Amendment 39–3805.

Applicability: The following model and
serial number airplanes, certificated in any
category, that do not have Piper Kit 763 986
incorporated in the area of Wing Station (WS)
147.5:

Models Serial Nos.

PA31 and PA31–300 ............................................................................................................................................................... 31–2 through 31–
8012010.

PA31–325 ................................................................................................................................................................................ 31–7512006 through
31–8012010.

PA31–350 ................................................................................................................................................................................ 31–5001 through 31–
8052025.

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or
repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (f) of this AD. The

request should include an assessment of the
effect of the modification, alteration, or repair
on the unsafe condition addressed by this
AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not been
eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated in the
body of this AD, unless already
accomplished.

To prevent structural failure under certain
load conditions caused by cracked areas at

WS 147.5, which, if not detected and
corrected, could result in loss of control of
the airplane, accomplish the following:

(a) Within the next 100 hours time-in-
service

(TIS) after the effective date of this AD,
unless already accomplished (compliance
with AD 80–14–06), and thereafter at
intervals not to exceed 100 hours TIS until
the modification required by paragraph (b) or
(c) of this AD is incorporated, inspect the


