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into the United States shall pay an
assessment to the Board.

(b) Collection. The Customs Service is
authorized to collect and remit such
assessment to the Secretary for
disbursement to the Board.

(c) Rate for sheep and sheep products.
The assessment rate for sheep shall be
1-cent-per-pound of live sheep. The
assessment rate for sheep products shall
be the equivalent of 1-cent-per-pound of
live sheep, as determined by the
Secretary in consultation with the
domestic sheep industry. Such rates
may be raised or lowered no more than
0.15-cent-per-pound in any 1 year as
recommended by the Executive
Committee and approved by the Board
and the Secretary, but shall not exceed
21⁄2-cents-per-pound. However, if the
Board makes a recommendation to the
Secretary to raise or lower the
assessment rates, the domestic rate and
the import rate must be raised or
lowered simultaneously by an
equivalent amount.

(d) Rate for wool and wool products.
The assessment rate for wool and
products containing wool shall be 2-
cents-per-pound of degreased wool or
the equivalent of degreased wool. The
rate of assessment may be raised or
lowered no more than 0.2-cents-per-
pound in any 1 year, as recommended
by the Executive Committee and
approved by the Board and the
Secretary, but shall not exceed 4-cents-
per-pound of degreased wool or the
equivalent. However, if the Board makes
a recommendation to the Secretary to
raise or lower the assessment rates, the
domestic rate and the import rate must
be raised or lowered simultaneously by
an equivalent amount.

(e) The Secretary shall issue
regulations regarding the assessment
rates for imported sheep and sheep
products. The Secretary may exclude
from assessment certain imported
products that contain de minimis levels
of sheep or sheep products and waive
the assessment on such products.

§ 1280.229 Qualified State Sheep Board.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, 20 percent of the total
assessments collected by the Board on
the marketings of domestic sheep and
domestic sheep products in any 1 year
from a State shall be returned to the
QSSB of the State.

(b) No QSSB shall receive less than
$2,500 under paragraph (a) of this
section in any 1 year. (c) The Board
shall establish procedures with the
approval of the Secretary to account for
funds expended pursuant to paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section.

§ 1280.230 Collection.
(a) Each person responsible for the

collection and remittance to the Board
of assessments under this subpart shall
do so on a monthly basis, unless the
Board, with the approval of the
Secretary, has specifically authorized
otherwise.

(b) Late payment charges. Any unpaid
assessments due the Board or from a
person responsible for remitting
assessments to the Board, shall be
increased by 2 percent each month
beginning with the day after the date
such assessments were due under this
subpart. Any assessments or late
payment charges that remain unpaid
shall be increased at the same rate on
the corresponding day of each month
thereafter until paid.

(c) Any unpaid assessments due to the
Board pursuant to § 1280.224,
§ 1280.225, § 1280.226, and § 1280.227
shall be increased 2 percent each month
beginning with the day following the
date such assessments were due. Any
remaining amount due, which shall
include any unpaid charges previously
made pursuant to this paragraph, shall
be increased at the same rate on the
corresponding day of each month
thereafter until paid. For the purposes of
this paragraph, any assessment
determined at a date later than the date
prescribed by this subpart because of a
person’s failure to submit a timely
report to the Board shall be considered
to have been payable by the date it
would have been due if the report had
been timely filed. The date of payment
is the applicable postmark date or the
date of receipt by the Board, whichever
is earlier.

(d) If the Board is not in place by the
date the first assessments are to be
collected, the Secretary shall have the
authority to receive assessments and
invest them on behalf of the Board, and
shall pay such assessments and any
interest earned to the Board when it is
formed. The Secretary shall have the
authority to promulgate rules and
regulations concerning assessments and
the collection of assessments if the
Board is not in place or is otherwise
unable to develop such rules and
regulations.

§ 1280.231 Prohibition on use of funds.
(a) Except as otherwise provided in

paragraph (b) of this section, no funds
collected by the Board under this
subpart shall be used in any manner for
the purpose of influencing any action or
policy of the United States Government,
any foreign or State Government, or any
political subdivision thereof.

(b) The prohibition in paragraph (a) of
this section shall not apply:

(1) To the development and
recommendation of amendments to this
subpart; or

(2) To the communication to
appropriate government officials, in
response to a request made by the
officials, of information relating to the
conduct, implementation, or results of
promotion, research, consumer
information, education, industry
information, or producer information
activities under this subpart.

(c) A plan or project conducted
pursuant to this part shall not make
false or misleading claims on behalf of
sheep or sheep products or against a
competing product.

(d) No such plans or projects shall be
undertaken to promote or advertise any
sheep or sheep products by brand or
trade name without the approval of the
Board and the concurrence of the
Secretary.

Reports, Books, and Records

§ 1280.232 Reports.
(a) Each collecting person, including

processors and other persons required to
remit assessments to the Board pursuant
to § 1280.224(b) for live sheep, each
person who markets sheep products of
that person’s own production and each
exporter of sheep shall report to the
Board information pursuant to
regulations prescribed by the Board and
approved by the Secretary. Such
information may include:

(1) The number of sheep purchased,
initially transferred or which, in any
other manner, are subject to the
collection of assessment, and the dates
of such transaction;

(2) The number of sheep imported or
exported, or the equivalent thereof of
sheep products imported;

(3) The amount of assessment
remitted;

(4) An explanation for the remittance
of any assessment that is less than the
pounds of sheep multiplied by the
assessment rate; and

(5) The date any assessment was paid.
(b) Each collecting person, including

processors and other persons required to
remit assessments to the Board pursuant
to § 1280.225(b) for wool purchased
from the producer or handler of wool or
wool products, each person purchasing
greasy wool for processing, each
importer of wool or wool products
(except raw wool), each exporter of
greasy wool, and each person who
markets wool of that person’s own
production shall report to the Board
information pursuant to regulations
prescribed by the Board and approved
by the Secretary. Such information may
include:


