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presented to the Administrator within
the prescribed time.

(c) The Administrator does not
consider repetitious petitions.

(d) Unless the Administrator
otherwise provides, the filing of a
petition under this section does not stay
the effectiveness of the rule.

§553.37 Proceedings on petitions for
reconsideration.

The Administrator may grant or deny,
in whole or in part, any petition for
reconsideration without further
proceedings. In the event he determines
to reconsider any rule, he may issue a
final decision on reconsideration
without further proceedings, or he may
provide such opportunity to submit
comment or information and data as he
deems appropriate. Whenever the
Administrator determines that a petition
should be granted or denied, he
prepares a notice of the grant or denial
of a petition for reconsideration, for
issuance to the petitioner, and issues it
to the petitioner. The Administrator
may consolidate petitions relating to the
same rule.

§553.39 Effect of petition for
reconsideration on time for seeking judicial
review.

The filing of a timely petition for
reconsideration of any rule issued under
this part postpones the expiration of the
60-day period in which to seek judicial
review of that rule, as to every person
adversely affected by the rule. Such a
person may file a petition for judicial
review at any time from the issuance of
the rule in question until 60 days after
publication in the Federal Register of
the Administrator’s disposition of any
timely petitions for reconsideration.

Appendix to Part 553—Statement of
Policy: Action on Petitions for
Reconsideration

It is the policy of the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration to issue notice
of the action taken on a petition for
reconsideration within 90 days after the
closing date for receipt of such petitions,
unless it is found impracticable to take action
within that time. In cases where it is so found
and the delay beyond that period is expected
to be substantial, notice of that fact, and the
date by which it is expected that action will
be taken, will be published in the Federal
Register.

Issued on: November 28, 1995.
Ricardo Martinez,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 95-29394 Filed 12—-4-95; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Parts 649, 650, and 651

[Docket No. 950824215-5275-03; I.D.
050295B]

RIN 0648—-AH37

American Lobster Fishery; Atlantic Sea
Scallop Fishery; Northeast
Multispecies Fishery; Vessel
Ownership Requirements

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues this final rule to
implement measures contained in
Framework Adjustment 1 to the
American Lobster Fishery Management
Plan (FMP), Framework Adjustment 3 to
the Atlantic Sea Scallop FMP, and
Framework Adjustment 7 to the
Northeast Multispecies FMP. This rule
implements framework adjustments that
revise a provision in each of the FMPs
that requires all permit applicants to
own a fishing vessel at the time they
apply for or renew a limited access
permit. The intent of this rule is to
allow certain applicants who have
owned vessels that meet the various
limited access permit qualification
criteria, but who do not currently own
a vessel, to preserve their eligibility to
apply for a Federal limited access
permit for a replacement vessel in
subsequent years by obtaining a
Confirmation of Permit History.
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 4, 1995.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the Framework
Adjustments, Amendment 5 to the
American Lobster FMP, Amendment 4
to the Atlantic Sea Scallop FMP, and
Amendment 5 to the Northeast
Multispecies FMP, including regulatory
impact reviews, initial regulatory
flexibility analyses, and final
supplemental environmental impact
statements are available upon request
from Douglas Marshall, Executive
Director, New England Fishery
Management Council, 5 Broadway,
Saugus, MA 01906-1097; telephone
617—231-0422.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: E.
Martin Jaffe, Fishery Policy Analyst,
508-281-9272.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

In 1994, NMFS implemented major
amendments, developed by the New

England Fishery Management Council
(Council), to the FMPs for the Atlantic
sea scallop, northeast multispecies and
the American lobster fisheries. These
amendments, which were intended to
address overfishing in these fisheries,
implemented measures that limited
access to these fisheries based upon
historical participation. The Council did
not, however, intend to force vessel
owners to remain active in currently
overfished fisheries in order to retain
fishing rights for the future. To address
this problem, the Council requested
NMFS to implement this action, which
will allow an applicant who has owned
a vessel that meets the various limited
access permit qualification criteria, but
who does not own a vessel at the time
of application, to preserve his/her right
to qualify for a Federal limited access
permit for a replacement vessel in
subsequent years in the Atlantic sea
scallop and northeast multispecies
fisheries, and in the American lobster
fishery. Qualified applicants will be
allowed to apply for a Confirmation of
Permit History and will need to apply
for such annually to preserve the permit
and fishing history of the qualifying
vessel. See the proposed rule, which
was published in the Federal Register
on September 1, 1995 (60 FR 45690), for
further background and rationale for
this action.

Comments and Responses

The Council had discussed and heard
public comment on this issue at the
September 21-22, 1994, Council
meeting, at which time the Council
initiated this framework action. The
public was notified of this Council
meeting, and of the final Council
meeting held on October 28-29, 1994, at
which time this action was further
discussed. No public comments were
received. The proposed rule, however,
which was published in the Federal
Register on September 1, 1995 (60 FR
45690), provided the public with 15
additional days to comment. No
additional comments were received by
the September 15, 1995, closing date.

Classification

This final rule has been determined to
be not significant for purposes of E.O.
12866.

The Assistant General Counsel for
Legislation and Regulation of the
Department of Commerce certified to
the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the
Small Business Administration when
this rule was proposed that it would not
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities.
As aresult, a regulatory flexibility
analysis was not prepared.



