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Some evidence indicates that properties
in minority and racially-diverse
neighborhoods are marketed differently
from those in White neighborhoods.
Houses for sale in non-White
neighborhoods are rarely advertised in
metropolitan newspapers, open houses
are rarely held, and listing real estate
agents are less often associated with a
multiple listing service.60

b. Housing Problems of Minorities and
their Neighborhoods

Because they face discrimination in
access to housing or lending, minorities
and their neighborhoods face severe
housing problems:

• Discrimination in the housing and
lending markets is evidenced by racial
disparities in homeownership. In 1991,

the homeownership rate was 68 percent
for Whites, 43 percent for African
Americans, and 39 percent for
Hispanics. Although differences in
income, wealth, and family structure
explain much of the differences, racial
disparities persist after accounting for
these factors.61

• Discrimination, while not the only
cause, contributes to the pervasive level
of segregation that persists between
African Americans and Whites in our
urban areas.

• Hispanics are the group most likely
to have worst case needs for housing
assistance, but least likely to receive
assistance; in 1991, only 21 percent of
very low-income Hispanics lived in
public or assisted housing. The 1989 to

1991 increase in worst case needs was
the largest for Hispanic households,
rising from 39.2 to 44.4 percent of very
low-income Hispanic renters.

Homeownership rates vary
consistently by neighborhood
characteristics. As Table B.6 shows, on
average homeownership rates decrease
as the minority concentration in census
tracts increases, and as income falls
relative to the area median. These
patterns are consistent with the
demographic patterns described earlier,
that minorities and low-income
households have lower homeownership
rates. An exception to this pattern
occurs in tracts with incomes below 50
percent of the area median, in which
homeownership rates rise with minority
concentration in some cases. However,
only a very small proportion of
households live in these tracts.
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