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elsewhere in this preamble under the
heading

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

In assessing the potential costs and
benefits—both quantitative and
qualitative—of these regulations, the
Secretary has determined that the
benefits of the regulations justify the
costs.

The Secretary has also determined
that this regulatory action does not
unduly interfere with State, local, and
tribal governments in the exercise of
their governmental functions.

Summary of Potential Costs and
Benefits

The potential costs and benefits of
these final regulations are discussed
elsewhere in this preamble under the
following heading: Analysis of
Comments and Changes.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

Sections 668.143, 668.144, 668.145,
668.146, 668.147, 668.148, 668.149,
668.150, 668.151, 668.152, 668.153, and
668,155 contain information collection
requirements.

Collection of information: Student
Assistance General Provisions—

These regulations contain records that
would affect test publishers,
postsecondary institutions, and students
that do not have high school diplomas
or recognized equivalents and that wish
to apply for Title IV, HEA programs.

The collection activity associated
with the State Process is incorporated in
various sections throughout these final
regulations. All other burden associated
with the maintenance of records of the
student’s ability-to-benefit is already
cleared under the individual programs
of Federal financial assistance for which
these students may be applying.

Institutions are to collect this
information annually. An estimate of
the total annual reporting and
recordkeeping burden that will result
from the collection of the information is
0.5 hours per response for 158,180
respondents, including time for
reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and
completing and reviewing the collection
of information. The total annual
recordkeeping and reporting burden
equals 79,090 hours.

The Department considers comments
by the public on these proposed
collections of information in—

• Evaluating whether the proposed
collections of information are necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Department, including

whether the information will have a
practical use;

• Evaluating the accuracy of the
Department’s estimate of the burden of
the proposed collections of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

• Enhancing the quality, usefulness,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and

• Minimizing the burden of collection
of information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

The Department request comments
concerning the collection of information
contained in these final regulations by
January 30, 1996.

Organizations and individuals
desiring to submit comments on the
information collection requirements
should direct them to Patrick Sherrill,
U.S. Department of Education, 600
Independence Avenue, S.W., Room
5624, ROB–3, Washington, D.C. 20202.

Assessment of Educational Impact

In the notice of proposed rulemaking,
the Secretary requested comments on
whether the proposed regulations would
require transmission of information that
is being gathered by or is available from
any other agency or authority of the
United States.

Based on the response to the proposed
rules and on its own review, the
Department has determined that the
regulations in this document do not
require transmission of information that
is being gathered by or is available from
any other agency or authority of the
United States.

List of Subjects in 34 CFR Part 668

Administrative practice and
procedure, Colleges and universities,
Consumer protection, Education, Grant
programs-education, Incorporation by
reference, Loan programs-education,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Student aid.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number: 84.007 Federal Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grant Program;
84.032 Federal Family Educational Loan
Program; 84.032 Federal PLUS Program;
84.032 Federal Supplemental Loans for
Students Program; 84.033 Federal Work-
Study Program; 84.038 Federal Perkins Loan
Program; 84.063 Federal Pell Grant Program;
84.069 Federal State Student Incentive Grant
Program.)

Dated: November 24, 1995.
Richard W. Riley,
Secretary of Education.

The Secretary amends Part 668 of
Title 34 of the Code of Federal
Regulations as follows:

PART 668—STUDENT ASSISTANCE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. The authority citation for Part 668
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1085, 1088, 1091,
1092, 1094, 1099c, and 1141, unless
otherwise noted.

2. Part 668 is amended by adding a
new Subpart J to read as follows:

Subpart J—Approval of Independently
Administered Tests; Specification of
Passing Score; Approval of State Process

Sec.
668.141 Scope.
668.142 Special definitions.
668.143 Approval of State tests or

assessments.
668.144 Application for test approval.
668.145 Test approval procedures.
668.146 Criteria for approving tests.
668.147 Passing score.
668.148 Additional criteria for the approval

of certain tests.
668.149 Special provisions for the approval

of assessment procedures for special
populations for whom no tests are
reasonably available.

668.150 Agreement between the Secretary
and a test publisher.

668.151 Administration of tests.
668.152 Administration of tests by

assessment centers.
668.153 Administration of tests for students

whose native language is not English or
for persons with disabilities.

668.154 Institutional accountability.
668.155 Transitional rule for the 1996–97

award year.
668.156 Approved State process.

Subpart J—Approval of Independently
Administered Tests; Specification of
Passing Score; Approval of State
Process

§ 668.141 Scope.
(a) This subpart sets forth the

provisions under which a student who
has neither a high school diploma nor
its recognized equivalent may become
eligible to receive Title IV, HEA
program funds by—

(1) Achieving a passing score,
specified by the Secretary, on an
independently administered test
approved by the Secretary under this
subpart; or

(2) Being enrolled in an eligible
institution that participates in a State
process approved by the Secretary
under this subpart.

(b) Under this subpart, the Secretary
sets forth—


