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changes affect only internal ‘‘rules of
agency organization procedure or
practice,’’ notice and comment
procedures are not required and are not
provided here. 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B).

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Part 800
Authority delegations (Government

agencies), Organization and functions
(Government agencies).

Organization and Functions of the
Board and Delegations of Authority

1. The Authority citation for Part 800
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Independent Safety Board Act
of 1974, as amended (49 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.);
Federal Aviation Act of 1958, as amended (49
U.S.C. 40101 et seq.).

2. Section 800.2 is revised to read as
follows:

§ 800.2 Organization.
The Board consists of five Members

appointed by the President with the
advice and consent of the Senate. One
of the Members is designated by the
President as Chairman with the advice
and consent of the Senate, and one was
Vice Chairman. The Members exercise
various functions, powers and duties set
forth in Titles VI and VII of the Federal
Aviation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 44101–
46501), and the Independent Safety
Board Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 2166 et seq.
(49 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.)). The Board is
an independent agency of the United
States. A detailed description of the
Board and its components is published
in the Board’s internal orders, which are
available for inspection and copying in
the public reference room in the
Washington office of the Board. Various
special delegations of authority from the
Board and the Chairman to the staff are
set forth in Subpart B of this part. The
Board’s staff is comprised of the
following principal components:

(a) The Office of the Managing
Director, which assists the Chairman in
the discharge of his functions as
executive and administrative head of
the Board; coordinates and directs the
activities of the staff; is responsible for
the day-to-day operation of the Board;
and recommends and develops plans to
achieve the Board’s program objectives.
The Office of the Managing Director also
provides executive secretariat services
to the Board.

(b) The Office of Public Affairs, which
supplies the public, the transportation
industry and the news media, with
current, accurate information
concerning the work, programs, and
objectives of the Board.

(c) The Office of Government Affairs,
which supplies the Congress and
Federal, State and local government

agencies with information regarding the
Safety Board’s activities, programs and
objectives.

(d) The Office of the General Counsel,
which provides legal advice and
assistance to the Board and its staff
components; prepares Board rules,
opinions and/or orders, and advice to
all offices and bureaus on matters of
legal significance; and represents the
Board in court actions to which the
Board is a party or in which the Board
is interested.

(e) The Office of Administrative Law
Judges, which conducts all formal
proceedings arising under the Federal
Aviation Act of 1958, as amended,
including proceedings involving civil
penalties and suspension or revocation
of certificates, and appeals from actions
of the Administrator in refusing to issue
airman certificates.

(f) The Office of Aviation Safety,
which conducts investigations of all
aviation accidents within the Board’s
jurisdiction; prepares reports for
submission to the Board and release to
the public setting forth the facts and
circumstances of such accidents,
including a recommendation as to the
probable cause(s); determines the
probable cause(s) of accidents when
delegated authority to do so by the
Board; initiates safety recommendations
to prevent future aviation accidents;
participates in the investigation of
accidents that occur in foreign countries
and involve U.S.-registered and/or U.S.-
manufactured aircraft; and conducts
special investigations into selected
aviation accidents involving safety
issues of concern to the Board.

(g) The Office of Surface
Transportation Safety, which conducts
investigations of highway, railroad,
pipeline, and marine accidents within
the Board’s jurisdiction; prepares
reports for submission to the Board and
release to the public setting forth the
facts and circumstances of such
accidents, including a recommendation
as to the probable cause(s); determines
the probable cause(s) of accidents when
delegated authority to do so by the
Board; initiates safety recommendations
to prevent future surface transportation
accidents; participates in the
investigation of accidents that occur in
foreign countries and involve U.S.-
registered vessels; and conducts special
investigations into selected surface
accidents involving safety issues of
concern to the Board.

(h) The Office of Safety
Recommendations, which oversees the
Board’s safety recommendations
program, including the Board’s ‘‘MOST
WANTED’’ recommendations.

(i) The Office of Research and
Engineering, which provides technical
advice and services; conducts research
and carries out analytical studies and
tests on all aspects of the Board’s
accident investigation, accident
prevention and safety promotion
activities; conducts safety studies of
specific safety issues; performs
statistical analyses of transportation
accident and incident data; maintains
archival records of the Board’s accident
investigation and safety promotion
activities and supports public access to
these records; and supports the Board’s
data processing, computing and
information management requirements.

(j) The Office of Administration,
which provides administrative support
for the Board in the following areas:
budget, accounting and audit;
personnel, training and payroll;
information management and automatic
data processing; property, space,
communications, facilities and
transportation management; and
printing, publications, mail,
procurement, contracting, and accident
inquiry services.

3. Section 800.3 is revised to read as
follows:

§ 800.3 Functions.

(a) The primary function of the Board
is to promote safety in transportation.
The Board is responsible for the
investigation, determination of facts,
conditions, and circumstances and the
cause or probable cause or causes of: all
accidents involving civil aircraft, and
certain public aircraft; highway
accidents, including railroad grade-
crossing accidents, the investigation of
which is selected in cooperation with
the States; railroad accidents in which
there is a fatality, substantial property
damage, or which involve a passenger
train; pipeline accidents in which there
is a fatality, significant injury to the
environment, or substantial property
damage; and major marine casualties
and marine accidents involving a public
and a non-public vessel or involving
Coast Guard functions. The Board
makes transportation safety
recommendations to Federal, State, and
local agencies and private organizations
to reduce the likelihood of recurrences
of transportation accidents. It initiates
and conducts safety studies and special
investigations on matters pertaining to
safety in transportation, assesses
techniques and methods of accident
investigation, evaluates the effectiveness
of transportation safety consciousness
and efficacy in preventing accidents of
other Government agencies, and
evaluates the adequacy of safeguards


