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Great Bay National Wildlife Refuge
A. Hunting of Migratory Game Birds.

Hunting of migratory game birds is permitted
on designated areas of the refuge subject to
the following conditions:

1. Waterfowl hunting will not require a
permit. Hunting will be allowed only from
the immediate shoreline of the Bay.

2. Only portable blinds are permitted. All
decoys, blinds, and boats must be removed
after each day’s hunt.

3. Waterfowl hunters will access shorelines
by boat only.

B. Upland Game Hunting. [Reserved]
C. Big Game Hunting. Hunting of deer is

permitted on designated areas of the refuge
subject to the following conditions:

1. Refuge permits are required for the deer
hunt.

2. Big game hunters are required to wear
in a conspicuous manner on the head, chest
and back a minimum of 400 square inches of
solid-colored blaze orange clothing or
material.

D. Sport Fishing. [Reserved]
Dated: October 20, 1995.

George T. Frampton, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks.
[FR Doc. 95–29106 Filed 11–28–95; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) proposes to add Ohio
River Islands National Wildlife Refuge
to the list of areas open for sport fishing
in West Virginia along with pertinent
refuge-specific regulations for such
activities. The Service has determined
that such use will be compatible with
the purposes for which the refuge was
established. The Service has further
determined that this action is in
accordance with the provisions of all
applicable laws, is consistent with
principles of sound wildlife
management, and is otherwise in the
public interest by providing additional
recreational opportunities of a
renewable natural resource.
DATES: Comments may be submitted on
or before January 29, 1996.
ADDRESSES: Assistant Director—Refuges
and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 1849 C Street NW., MS 670
ARLSQ, Washington, DC 20240.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Stephen R. Vehrs, at the address above;
Telephone: 703–358–2029 X–5242.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: National
wildlife refuges are generally closed to
hunting and sport fishing until opened
by rulemaking. The Secretary of the
Interior (Secretary) may open refuge
areas to hunting and/or fishing upon a
determination that such uses are
compatible with the purpose(s) for
which the refuge was established. The
action must also be in accordance with
provisions of all laws applicable to the
areas, must be consistent with the
principles of sound wildlife
management, and must otherwise be in
the public interest. This rulemaking
proposed to open Ohio River Islands
National Wildlife Refuge to sport fishing

Request for Comments
Department of the Interior policy is,

whenever practicable, to afford the
public a meaningful opportunity to
participate in the rulemaking process. A
60-day comment period is specified in
order to facilitate public input.
Accordingly, interested persons may
submit written comments concerning
this proposed rule to the person listed
above under the heading ADDRESSES. All
substantive comments will be reviewed
and considered.

Statutory Authority
The National Wildlife Refuge System

Administration Act of 1966, as amended
(NWRSAA) (16 U.S.C. 668dd), and the
Refuge Recreation Act of 1962 (RRA) (16
U.S.C. 460k) govern the administration
and public use of national wildlife
refuges. Specifically, Section 4(d)(1)(A)
of the NWRSAA authorizes the
Secretary to permit the use of any areas
within the National Wildlife Refuge
System (Refuge System) for any
purpose, including but not limited to
hunting, fishing, public recreation and
accommodations, and access, when he
determines that such uses are
compatible with the purposes for which
each refuge was established. The
Director administers the Refuge System
on behalf of the Secretary. The RRA
gives the Secretary additional authority
to administer refuge areas within the
Refuge System for public recreation as
an appropriate incidental or secondary
use only to the extent that it is
practicable and not inconsistent with
the primary purposes for which the
refuges were established.

Opening Package
In preparation for this opening, the

refuge unit has included in its
‘‘openings package’’ for Regional review
and approval from the Washington
Office the following documents: a

management plan for recreational
fishing; an environmental assessment; a
Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI); a Section 7 statement,
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act,
that this opening is not likely to
adversely affect a listed species or its
critical habitat; and refuge-specific
regulations to administer the fishing
program. From a review of the totality
of these documents, the Service has
determined that the opening of the Ohio
River Islands National Wildlife Refuge
to sport fishing is compatible with the
principles of sound wildlife
management and will otherwise be in
the public interest.

In accordance with the NWRSAA and
the RRA, the Service has also
determined that this opening for sport
fishing is compatible and consistent
with the primary purposes for which the
refuge was established. A brief
description of the fishing program is as
follows:

Ohio River Islands National Wildlife
Refuge

Established in 1990, the Ohio River
Islands National Wildlife Refuge is
located on the Ohio River from
Shippingport, Pennsylvania to
Manchester, Ohio. There are currently
eighteen islands in the refuge totaling
1,020 acres. Through ongoing
acquisition efforts, the refuge has the
potential to include all, or portion of, 38
islands located along 362 river miles
encompassing up to 3,500 acres of
wildlife habitat.

The Ohio River islands and their back
channels are recognized for high quality
fish and wildlife, recreation, scientific,
and natural heritage values. These areas
provide some of the regions’ highest
quality riverine, wetland, and
bottomland habitats, and are used by
waterfowl, shorebirds, songbirds,
warmwater fish, and freshwater
mussels.

The Ohio River Islands National
Wildlife Refuge was established under
the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a–742j). The
refuge’s primary purposes is
‘‘* * * for the development,
advancement, management,
conservation, and protection of fish and
wildlife resources’’, and ‘‘for the benefit
of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, in performing its activities and
services.’’ The objectives of the sport
fishing program are (1) to provide for
the wise use of renewable natural
resources, (2) provide an opportunity for
sport fishing and minimal interference
from other anglers and freedom to
participate in a natural setting, and (3)
provide sport fishing opportunity when


