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(4) Evaluate the model by using
multiple outcome measures to
determine the effectiveness of the model
and its components or strategies,
including measures of multiple,
functional student and family outcomes,
other indicators of the effects of the
model, and cost data associated with
implementing the model.

For Further Information Contact:
Michael Ward, U.S. Department of
Education, 600 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Room 4624, Switzer Building,
Washington, D.C. 20202–2641.
Telephone: (202) 205–8163. Fax: (202)
205–8971. Internet:
MichaellWard@ed.gov. Individuals
who use a telecommunications device
for the deaf (TDD) may call the TDD
number: (202) 205–8169.

Applicable Regulations: (a) The
Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in
34 CFR parts 74, 75, 77, 80, 81, 82, 85,
and 86; and (b) The regulations for this
program in 34 CFR part 326.

Note: The regulations in 34 CFR part 86
apply to institutions of higher education
only.
Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1425.

Special Studies Program
Purpose of Program: To support

studies to evaluate the impact of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA), including efforts to provide
a free appropriate public education to
children and youth with disabilities,
and early intervention services to
infants and toddlers with disabilities.

Priorities
Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(3) the

Secretary proposes to give an absolute
preference to applications that meet any
one of the following priorities. The
Secretary proposes to fund under these
competitions only applications that
meet any one of these absolute
priorities:

Proposed Absolute Priority 1—Testing
the Use of An Instrument to Measure
Student Progress

Background: The Office of Special
Education Programs funded the
development and testing of the PASS
(Performance Assessment for Self-
Sufficiency) system to respond to the
needs of local, State, and federal
agencies for information on the post-
school services required by students
with disabilities as they make the
transition to adult service delivery
systems. The field test of PASS
indicated that the system also had great
potential for use in measuring student
outcomes. The findings from the field
test on the utility of the PASS system

indicate that PASS may be useful for a
wide range of purposes including:

• Developing a systematic method of
estimating the post-school needs of
exiting students with disabilities.

• Developing a transition planning
tool that would be used to develop and
monitor individualized education/
transition plans (IEPs/ITPs), to track
student progress, and to be used for
follow-up purposes after exiting school.

• Documenting outcomes, identifying
programs and curriculum needs, and for
evaluating programs.

• Improving interagency coordination
and teamwork.

• Providing a common database for
use at local, State and national levels.

The results of the field test lead the
Office of Special Education Programs to
conclude that deployment of the PASS
at this time is premature and an
investigation of the feasibility and
utility of the PASS system as a tool for
transition planning, and for measuring
student outcomes, is in order.

The PASS System. The PASS system
has two main components: The PASS
Instrument, and the PASS Expert
System. The PASS instrument obtains
teachers’ assessments of four major
competency areas related to functional
performance skills demanded by adult
life. First, teachers complete the PASS
instrument which provides ratings of
students for a broad array of functional
performance indicators in four general
domains: Daily Living, Personal and
Social Development, Employment, and
Educational Performance. The specific
skills and behaviors targeted on the
PASS instrument are ones that are
typically required for adult life and that
have service implications. For example,
very low performance ratings on several
specific indicators—such as ‘‘moves self
about in immediate neighborhood (E.G.,
walking, bicycling), ‘‘uses public
transportation if available (e.g., bus,
taxi), ‘‘uses maps and bus schedules
when appropriate’’, etc.—suggest
differing needs for assistance with
mobility and transportation aspects of
daily living. The PASS also provides
information about the student’s training,
education, and employment, as well as
major problem behaviors. No special
assessment is required: teachers
complete the PASS based on what they
already know about the student from
direct observation or input from
colleagues who work with the student.
The instrument was developed in
collaboration with well-known
transition experts, and involved
considerable interaction with State and
local administrators and practitioners in
both special education and adult

services. It has been produced in a
machine-scanable format.

The second component is the PASS
expert system which is a micro-
computer-based program that converts
the PASS data into projected service
estimates for individuals and groups
based on data from the PASS
questionnaire. The prototype expert
system, which incorporates the
knowledge and expertise of more than
30 special education and adult services
practitioners across the country, was
field tested in over 100 school districts
in 10 States to test the feasibility of
administrative procedures for collecting
PASS data from schools and to guide
refinement of the PASS instrument and
expert system prototype.

The American Institutes for Research
(AIR) developed the rudimentary
prototype PASS system and tested its
administrative feasibility. AIR
developed the following deliverables,
which are available from the Office of
Special Education Programs: Evaluation
of the Utility of the PASS System;
Technical Documentation for the PASS
Expert System; Technical Manual for
the PASS Instrument; USER Guide to
the PASS Expert System; Report on the
Administrative Feasibility of the PASS
System; Technical Documentation for
the PASS Expert System;
Recommendations and Rationales for
Revisions to the PASS Instrument and
Instructions.

Priority: The Assistant Secretary
proposes to establish an absolute
priority for a project, through a
cooperative agreement, to assist the
Office of Special Education Programs in
evaluating the feasibility and utility of
the PASS system: (a) As a tool for
transition planning, across all disability
categories and levels of severity; and (b)
as a tool for measuring student
outcomes, across all disability categories
and levels of severity. Additionally, the
project will validate the expert system’s
decision rules.

The project must:
(a) Develop the conceptual framework

for the study;
(b) Establish a Stakeholder group that

will advise the project on the study
design;

(c) Develop data collection methods
and instruments;

(d) Develop methods of data analysis;
(e) Carryout a field test;
(f) Provide guidance and support to

States participating in the field test;
(g) Analyze the results of the field test

and prepare a final report on the
findings of the study; and

(h) Budget for two trips to
Washington, D.C. each year. One trip to
meet with the OSEP Project Officer and


