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anticipated that award of financial
assistance instruments will be made no
later than 60 days after selection of
applications for negotiation.

General Conditions

The applications will be evaluated in
accordance with the procedure for
“Objective Merit Review of
Discretionary Financial Assistance
Applications,” and the criteria and
programmatic considerations set forth in
this solicitation. In conducting this
evaluation, the Government may utilize
assistance and advice from non-
Government personnel. Applicants are
therefore requested to state on the cover
sheet of their applications if they do not
consent to an evaluation by such non-
Government personnel. The applicants
are further advised that DOE may be
unable to give full consideration to an
application submitted without such
consent. DOE reserves the right to
support or not to support any, all, or any
part of any application. All applicants
will be notified in writing of the action
taken on their applications promptly
after selection decisions have been
made. Status of any application during
the evaluation and selection process
will not be discussed with the
applicants. Unsuccessful applications
will not be returned.

Instructions for Preparation of
Applications

Each application in response to this
solicitation should be prepared in one
volume. One original and nine copies of
each application are required.

Applications shall be a maximum of
40 pages excluding costing information
and assurance and certification forms
provided in the DOE Application
Instruction package. The application
face sheet is the Standard Form 424.
The application is to be prepared for the
complete project period.

a. Proprietary Application
Information: Applications submitted in
response to this solicitation may contain
trade secrets and/or privileged or
confidential commercial or financial
information which the applicant does
not want used or disclosed for any
purpose other than evaluation of the
application. The use and disclosure of
such data may be restricted provided
the applicant marks the cover sheet of
the application with the following
legend, specifying the pages of the
application which are to be restricted in
accordance with the conditions of the
legend:

“The data contained in pages of
this application have been submitted in
confidence and contain trade secrets or
proprietary information, and such data shall

be used or disclosed only for evaluation
purposes, provided that if this applicant
receives an award as a result of or in
connection with the submission of this
application, DOE shall have the right to use
or disclose the data herein to the extent
provided in the award. This restriction does
not limit the government’s right to use or
disclose data obtained without restriction
from any source, including the applicant.”

Further, to protect such data, each
page containing such data shall be
specifically identified and marked,
including each line or paragraph
containing the data to be protected with
a legend similar to the following:

““‘Use or disclosure of the data set forth

above is subject to the restriction on the
cover page of this application.”

It should be noted, however, that data
bearing the aforementioned legend may
be subject to release under the
provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), if DOE or a
court determines that the material so
marked is not exempt under the FOIA.
The Government assumes no liability
for disclosure or use of unmarked data
and may use or disclose such data for
any purpose. Applicants are hereby
notified that DOE intends to make all
applications submitted available to non-
Government personnel for the sole
purpose of assisting the DOE in its
evaluation of the applications. These
individuals will be required to protect
the confidentiality of any specifically
identified information obtained as a
result of their participation in the
evaluation.

Applicants must submit with each
application a brief nonproprietary
(maximum two page) summary of the
proposed project including anticipated
benefits for release to the public (Part
1.5 of Executive Summary).

b. Budget: A budget period is an
interval of time (usually 12 months) into
which the project period is divided for
funding and reporting purposes. Project
period means the total approved period
of time that DOE will provide support
contingent upon satisfactory progress
and availability of funds. The project
period may be divided into several
budget periods. Each application must
contain Standard Forms 424 and 424A.

The budget summary page only needs
to be completed for the first budget
period; all other periods of support
requested should be shown on the total
costs page. The application should
contain full details of the costs
regarding the labor, overhead, material,
travel, subcontracts, consultants, and
other support costs broken down by task
and by year. Every cost item should be
justifiable and further details of the
costs may be required if the application

is selected for the award. It is essential
that requested details be submitted in a
timely manner for the actual award.
Items of needed equipment should be
individually listed by description and
estimated cost, inclusive of tax, and
adequately justified. The destination
and purpose of budgeted travel and its
relation to the research, should be
specified. Anticipated consultant
services should be justified and
information furnished on each
individual’s expertise, primary
organizational affiliation, daily
compensation rate and number of days
of expected service. Consultant’s travel
costs should be listed separately under
travel in the budget.

c. Cost Application: The cost
application should have sufficient detail
that an independent evaluation of the
labor, materials, equipment and other
costs as well as a verification of the
proposed cost share (if any) can be
performed. Complete cost detail should
be broken down by task.

Notices to Applicants

a. False Statements: Applications
must set forth full, accurate, and
complete information as required by
this solicitation. The penalty for making
false statements is prescribed in 18
U.S.C. 1001.

b. Application Clarification: DOE
reserves the right to require applications
to be clarified or supplemented to the
extent considered necessary either
through additional written submissions
or oral presentations.

c. Amendments: All amendments to
this solicitation will be published in the
Federal Register.

d. Applicant’s Past Performance: DOE
reserves the right to solicit from
available sources relevant information
concerning an applicant’s past
performance and may consider such
information in its evaluation.

e. Commitment of Public Funds: The
Contracting Officer is the only
individual who can legally commit the
Government to the expenditure of
public funds in connection with the
proposed award. Any other
commitment, either explicit or implied,
is invalid.

f. Effective Period of Application: All
applications should remain in effect for
at least 180 days from the submission
date.

g. Availability of Funds: The actual
amount of funds to be obligated in each
fiscal year will be subject to availability
of funds appropriated by Congress. DOE
reserves the right to fund in whole or in
part, any, all or none of the applications
submitted in response to this
solicitation.



